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CHAPTER -  II

SIKKIM : A Brief Sketch of its Geographical, H istorical, Demographic
and Ethnic Communities

Geographical Feature of Sikkim :

Sikkim is shaped like a horse-shoe with sky embracing 

mountains along its three sides -  east, north and west while there is slope 

towards south - where it joins the plains o f West Bengal.’

“The boundary of Sikkim and Tibet shall be the crest of the 

mountain range separating the waters flowing into the Sikkim Teesta and it’s 

affluent from the waters flowing into the Tibetan Mochu and north wards into 

other rivers o f Tibet. The line commences at Mount Glpmoubi on the Bhutan 

frontier and follows the above mentioned w ater parting to ihe point where it 

meets Nepal territory.”  ̂ “The truncated look that Sikkim wears on the map 

has been the result o f pressures and conquests on the part o f its neighbours, 

all o f  them, in the past. Sikkim, at one time, extended far to the west and 

included Limbuan (home of the Limbus), now in Nepal. Chumbi valley a n d . 

parts o f  western Bhutan were then Sikkimese territory. Southward, Sikkim 

extended right upto Titaliya on the Bihar-Bengal border and included the 

whole o f Darjeeling District.”'

“The whole Sikkim is mountainous with no flat land and straight 

road at all. The mountains o f Sikkim shoot out o f the vast snowy range on the 

south o f the Tibetan Plateau. A series o f ranges proceeds in the general 

direction North-South from this snowy southern buttress o f Tibet. These 

ranges are further cut into innumerable smaller ones, spreading in chaotic 

confusion in all direction. The Singalila Range forms -  the boundary between 

Sikkim and Nepal. On this range are Darjeeling, Phalut, Sandakphu, and the 

famous peak o f KHANG-CHEN-DZONGA (the guardian deity o f Sikkim). 

Farther to the east is the Chola Range. This Range forms the eastern boundary 

o f Sikkim with Tibet. The boundary o f Sikkim and Tibet was fixed in 1890 by 

the Anglo-Chinese convention, which laid down” .”*
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Sikkim is a land o f rich and varied scenic beauty, magnificent 

mountains, eternal snows, dark forests, green fertile valleys, raging torrents 

and calm placid lakes. Her magnificent variety o f  flo ra  and fauna  are the 

naturalist’s dream; the steep variations in elevation and rainfall give rise to 

glorious multitude of species within a comparatively limited area. The scenic 

grandeur of mighty snow-capped peaks, the highest o f which is 28,162'.^ 

Sikkim contains within its borders a variety o f non-tropical and geographical 

environments from the snow-free outer hills to the highest peaks with 

permanent snow and giaciers. A.s one moves northwards, valley floors and 

mountain peaks increase in altitude, the terrain become more rugged and the 

climate drier and more temperate. The vegetation changes from Sal forest to 

rhododendrons and conifers and finally to grass above tim ber line. Such a 

transition can sometimes be seen even on a single mountain side in any o f the 

ecological zones.” Sikkim, though a tiny mountain State, occupies a very 

important strategic position. Lying In the centre o f  the Himalayas border at 

one o f the most vulnerable points, Sikkim constitutes a vital zone in India’s 

defence system. The border of four important States, Nepal, Tibet, Bhutan 

and India meet here. It is not only a northern gateway to Indian sub-continent, 

but also a gateway to South-East Asia.^

Sikkim lies in the North-East Himalayas between 27° 00 46" to 

28° 07 48" North Latitude and 88“ 00 .58" to 88" .5,5 25" East Longitude. 

Sikkim is bounded in the north by China (Tibet Plateau), on the east by 

Chumbi Valley of Tibet and Bhutan, on the west by Nepal and on the south by 

Darjeeling district of West Bengal. State, Sikkim covers an area o f 7096 

sq.km. and is stretched over j 12.70 k.m, from north to south and 64.40 km. 

from east to west and has a Population o f 5,40,857,* (Census — 2001). The 

State of Sikkim with only 0.2% o f total geographical area o f the country 

harbours one third o f the flowering plants o f India. The forest cover accounts 

for 44% o f the total geographical area o f the State (from 37% in 1993) to with 

81% o f its total geographical area under the Forest Environm ent and Wild 

Life Management Department’s control. O f this 34% is set aside for the 

protected area network consisting o f the national parks, sanctuaries and
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Biosphere Reserves against a figure o f 5% or so of the country. In our 

forested areas hither to unspotted animals like Takin are reappearing and wild 

animals are multiplying like Red Panda, being bred successfully (Annual 

Administration Report 2003-2004).

It is interesting to note even our National Bird o f  India Peacock 

was introduced in I960’s is flourishing here in the forest at Kitam.^ Sikkim, 

being a part o f inner mountain ranges of Himalayas is hilly having varied 

elevation ranging from 300 to 7000 meters. But, the habitable areas are only 

u^to an altitude of 2100 metres consisting only 20% o f the total area o f the 

State.

About one-third o f the area is under forest and snow bound. The

snow bound areas are in the North Districi;, some Western portion o f  the West 

District .and some Eastern portion of the East District. As a result habitation 

in these areas is very th in .’° The highest portion o f Sikkim lies in the North- 

W est direction. A large number o f mountains having altitudes, o f about seven 

thousand .metres stand here with KHANG-CHEN-DZONGA  (8,598 m), the 

third highest peak in the world. The high serrated, snow capped spurs and 

peaks o f  KHANG-CHEN-DZONGA  look attractive cons-isting o f  Kumbha- 

Karna (7711 m), Fandim (6706 m), Narslngh (5828 m), Kabris Dome (6545 m) 

etc.*' A large number of glaciers descend from the eastern .slopes o f KHANG- 

CHEN-DZONGA  into Sikkim where snowline is found above 5300 m

The river Teesta rising from the Zemu Glacier snout above 

Lachen Monastery is the mai.n river and its tributaries are Zemu, Lachung, 

Rangyong, Dikchu. Rongli, Rangpo and Rangit which form the main channel 

o f  drainage from the north to the south, Relli, Rathong, Kalej, Rangbang etc. 

are the tributaries of Rangit river which join the Teesta from North-West. 

Valleys to which glaciers come down or whence these have but retired, 

abound in small lakes. Most popular is the Tsomgo (Changu) lake (3693 m), 

34 k.m. from Gangtok, with Menmoitso and Bidangtso nearby Gurudongmar 

and Chho Lhamo in the n o r t h . O t h e r s  concentrate on the western border 

with green lake and Aritar-Lampokhari an artificial lake in East Sikkim, being
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the highest perhaps.'^ Sikkim has many hot springs (50° c) known for their 

medicinal and therapeutic value and the most important ones are Phurchachu 

(Reshi), Ralong, Yumthang, Borong and Ralong, Taramchu and Yumey 

Samdong.*'*

As the mother ‘Nature’ is generous to Sikkim, it is also endowed 

with rich geological resources. The Northern portion o f the State which is 

deeply cut into escarpments is not populated except in Lachen and Lachung 

Valley.'^ It is to this Nature that we have dedicated ourselves since ages with 

belief and faith in our religion.'*’ The climate is extremely varied due to 

variation in elevation. Sikkim has a Himalayan or High Mountain type o f 

climate. Altitude is the main factor controlling the climate and weather 

condition o f the State. Relief features such as high mountains act as barriers 

for the movements o f monsoon w inds.'’ Sikkim lies in the direct path o f the 

monsoon, and because o f the geographical location o f its valleys and its 

proximity to KHANG-CHEN-DZONGA, it has a heavy annual rainfall from 

140 inches in the lower regions where the Teesta river flows to 50 inches 

even in the drier upper valleys of Lachen and Lachung. The monsoon 

penetrates in fact, far to the North, through the deep valleys, and the wet zone 

reaches almost to the snow line.**

The temperatures that a particular place experiences 

considerably with altitude. At places o f  low altitude, like Singtam, Rangpo 

and Jorethang, the temperatures vary between 4°C to 35°C. Places like 

Gangtok with moderate altitudes o f about 1800 metres (6000 ft) experience 

temperatures between 1 "C and 25' C whereas at altitudes above 4000 metres 

(13100 ft), the temperature never rises above 15°C and remains much below 

the freezing point during the winters and great part o f  the spring and 

autumn.'^ The climate and seasons o f Sikkim are suitable for growing huge 

number o f crops viz., rice, maize, wheat, cardamom, potato, ginger orange, 

etc.“

43



The National Bureau o f Soil Survey o f India and Land Use 

Planning (ICAR) conducted soil survey of the State and has classified the 

soils into three groups:

1. U dalf -  Higher base status soil o f humid region;
2. Orthants -  Recent formed soil; and
3. Ochrepts -  Shallow block, brown and alluvial soils.^'

Sikkim is bestowed with abundant hydrological resources 

prim arily because o f its geomorphology and its location in the Eastern 

Himalayas. The Himalayas obstruct the rain bearing winds o f  the South-West 

Monsoon resulting the Himalayas to receive rainfall which ranks as the 

highest in the world, making the Himalayas a source o f a large number of 

mighty rivers, perennial streams and snow covered m o u n t a i n s . T h e  

geomorphologic conditions providing high amount o f rainfall has gifted the 

State o f Sikkim with abundant wet lands. The State presents a picturesque 

panorama of about 150 lakes situated at different altitudes with varying 

shape, size and depth. Most o f the lakes are regarded highly sacred and attract 

a large number o f tourists and pilgrims.

Hot Springs ;

Sikkim has many hot springs known for their medicinal and 

therapeutic values. The most important are the ones located at Phurcha Chu 

(Reshi), Yumey Samdong. All these hot springs have high sulphur contents 

and are located near the river banks. In these hot springs the average 

temperature o f water is 50° Celsious.^'*

Climate :

Sikkim, small though it may look, one would be surprised to 

learn that it possesses all the climates right from the tropical to the tundras. 

So much so, it is possible to drop from the arctic heights to the tropical low 

lands within duration o f couple o f hours. On most parts o f the northern, 

eastern and western borders, the earth is blanketed with snow almost 

throughout the year because o f  high altitudes.^^ Elevations o f 6000 metres
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(19,900 ft.) and above remain snow bound throughout the year whereas places 

as low as 3000 metres to 9,800 ft. come within the snowline during the 

winters. Move to the southern border and there we find altitudes plummeting 

down to as low as see level full o f rich tropical forests. Even the climate on 

the opposite sides o f a hill can vary considerably.^^

Temperatures :

The mean temperature in the lower altitudinal zones varies from 

4.5° C to 8.5° and at higher altitudinal zones, it varies from 1.5° to 9.5°. 

Temperature varies with altitude and slope. The maximum temperature is 

recorded usually during July and August and minimum during December and

January.

R am fali

Sikkim is perhaps one o f the rainiest regions in India. The 

reason is the proximity o f Sikkim to the Bay o f Bengal and the fact that the 

mountains o f the State come directly in the path o f the monsoon clouds, most 

parts o f  Sikkim experience torrential rains during summer. So much so that 

even a small depression over Bay o f Bengal triggers o ff a down pour in 

Sikkim.^* Even clouds are formed due to local evaporation, continue to batter 

p. greater part o f Sikkim. It is only during October to March that there is 

hardly any rain and the weather remains more or less c l e a n . S i k k i m  is a 

region o f heavy rainfall. The State as a whole gets 80 to 90 percent o f  the 

rainfall except in the North-East, where it is more than 65 percent o f  the 

normal during rainy season.^® Rainfall is quite heavy and is mostly, 

concentrated in the months o f May to September with July as the wettest 

month for many areas. While it is moderate in the month o f  April and 

October, though no month of the year is entirely dry in many places of 

Sikkim.^' Rainfall, however, varies considerably from place to place because 

o f the hilly terrain. The northern border o f Sikkim experiences comparatively 

low rainfall because the monsoon clouds dry out by the time they hit the 

northern barrier. For the sake of comparison, Gangtok registers an avenge 

rainfall o f 325 cm per annum whereas Muguthang in the extreme north
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experiences an average rainfall of 60 cm per annum. However, at many 

places, hill tops and passes winds and blizzards having high speeds blow.^^

T ran sp o rta tio n  and Communication;

The main transportation and communication within Sikkim is by 

road. There are many ancient roads and passes leading from Sikkim to the 

neighbouring countries o f Bhutan, Nepal and Tibet. Some o f the important 

ones are the roads from Sikkim via Memochen to Assam. Dok in Bhutan 

which crosses ridge at Pangola Range (9000 ft.). There is another road to 

Bhutan from Stalambi (12,500 ft.), and the Pemaringong la  or Pass which 

leads to the Valleys o f Pema and Rinchenpong in the Mochu Valley. The most 

frequented o f all the Passes in olden times was Jelepla (14,390 ft.), which 

open out into the Mochu Valley near Chumbi Valley

Likewise, Nathu la Pass leads to Pema. Chola (14,550 ft.) was 

formerly the main route from Sikkim to Phasi. But, there are no direct routes 

from Sikkim to Bhutan and Nepal by road.^'* As Sikkim has no railway 

network, the closest railway stations are Siliguri (114 km s.) and New 

Jalpaiguri (125 kms.) in West Bengal connecting Kolkata, Delhi, Guwahati, 

Mumbai, Chennai, Lucknow and other major cities in India. There is an out 

agency booking facility in Gangtok located at the SNT Bus Terminus?^ 

Gangtok is connectc-a by road to Darjeeling, Kalimpong and Siliguri and also 

to all district Head Quarters within Sikkim. The Sikkim Nationalised 

Transport (SNT) plies regular bus services from Gangtok to all major cities 

and towns in North Bengal and within the State. Booking facilities are 

available at Siliguri and Gangtok.^" The nearest airport is Bagdogra in North 

Bengal which is 124 kms. away and approximately 4 hours drive from 

Gangtok. There are Indian Airlines, Jet Airways, Deccan Airways operating 

from Bagdogra linking Kolkata, Guwahati, major cities o f the Southern Part 

o f  India and New Delhi. Sikkim Tourism operates daily five seater helicopter 

service between Gangtok and Bagdogra connecting all flights.^’

Since, Sikkim has been linked to the national mainstream by the 

National High Way 31A. The congestion o f the road by the heavy traffic all
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the day and night passing through steep hill terrain has always been messy 

exercise. The need of an alternative road is always realized between Sikkim 

and rest o f the c o u n t r y . T h i s  matter is o f serious concern not because NH 

31A is the life line to the State, but for the promotion of tourism , trade and 

commerce in the State. As it is rightly said, “Road is the backbone of 

developm ent”. Taking this fact into consideration, both the State and Central 

Governments should divert more funds for the upgradation and providing an 

alternative road in a greater pace.^^ At a time when the development prospects 

through Nathu la, trade are looking rosy. The establishment should be serious 

about fulfilling its promise o f enhancing o f trade relation with a giant nation 

like China.'^” As the trade in the State completely depends on the road link 

with the plains, the frequent disruption (owing to Bengal/Darieeling bandhs 

and natural calamities) leads to the Regional trade-getting sly affected.

It is a fact that the prices o f commodities are nearly doublea in the State of 

Sikkim as compared to that o f the nearest Siliguri town making life really 

tough to sustain. Good condition of roads is the immediate reality.'*' Policy 

makers should invest their time and energy on taking these challenges without 

wasting time on those ultramodern advances before it is too late."^  ̂ Better late 

than never.

R esto ra tion  of the N athu to Silk T rad e  R oute : A H isto rica l T ie Between 
In d ia  and  China

Geographically, Nathu la Pass divides the international boarder 

between two Asian giants viz., India and China (Tibet). Etymologically, 

Nathu la in the Tibetan language can be explained as na means ear, thu means 

listen and la means pass. So, its literal meaning is the pass o f  listening ear."^" 

This pass o f the listening ear has for centuries been a natural gate between 

India and Tibet. It once witnessed a flourishing border trade in wool, machine 

parts and other g o o d s . T h e  4310 m pass served as the trade route between 

British India and Tibet beginning around 1860 through Sikkim flourishing the 

trade between two countries.'*^

This was the trade route that linked vast masses o f South-Asian 

sub-continent with China and Central Asia. This cultural highway once
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triggered a chain o f religious contacts, commercial exchanges and sharing of 

mountain commonly. The representatives o f King Ashoka in India and 

traveller-Scholars like Fa Hien and Hiuen Tsang from China were the 

harbinger o f such contacts/^ This route has the rarest distinction o f bringing 

together nomads and city dwellers, pastoral people and farmers, merchants 

and monks, soldiers and pilgrims, scientists and literary fig u res /’ It was 

through this trade route, we together shared our artistic traditions. Further, we 

together managed and conserved the ecological sanctity and pristine glory of 

nature and also boosting world peace and harmony/^ The travellers like 

Doughlas Freshfield,.David Robertson, DTF Newall and John Clarke provide 

us with beautiful and nostalgic accounts o f  situations surrounding this trade 

r o u t e . W e  have a rich heritage of folk songs and folk literature based on the 

movement o f the people, their cultural exchanges and exhibitions o f social 

habits and expressions on this r o u t e . In 1890s, the exports from India were 

products like super fine cloths, watches, snuff boxes, indigo, pocket knives 

and scissors, chant shells, cloves and imports from Tibet were yak tails, gold 

dust, talents o f silver, musk, tincal and goats’ wool. By 1950s, there was a 

significant change in the traded lists. The exports from India included petrol. 

Rolex watches, parker pen, food, vegetables, candles, pashminas, vaseline, 

tweed cloth, shoes, cigarette and religious items like butter lamps.

The imports from Tibet were Chinese silver dollar also known 

as 'D yangs\ gold, salt and bundles o f  the raw wooi.^’ We have travelled a 

long way. The means of transport also saw a major change. The mule 

caravans of the century were gradually replaced by the early 20"̂  ̂ century 

Tharkas (2 wheel axie) strapped on the back of the mules that ran through the 

flat terrain o f the Tibetan Plateau. Banks, Post Offices and trade marts also 

came into being on both sides. And now in the 21®* century, we shall have the
O

most sophisticated vehicles to transport the goods on both sides of the 

b o r d e r . I n  other words, this route symbolizes the fading o f creaking sounds 

o f burden some mules -  Caravan and virtual extinction o f  “Postal Runner” . It 

heralds the beginning o f a modern means o f transport and communication. 

Culture ticked with strong sense o f mutual interdependence and collective 

s u r v i v a l . T h e  reopening of this trade route through Nathu la deeply justifies
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the historical statement to mutually share this great moment, brings over joys 

and happiness in great measures between two countries on 6*̂  July 2006.

The formal reopening of this great Himalayan Pass after a, long 

gap o f  44 years (since 1962) o f closing down augers well for the collective 

well being o f both the countries/'* Historically, this trade route emerged 

gradually to finally become one of the most viable and widely used routes 

from across the Indian sub-continent. Though, the concept o f  barter trade 

remained for long, it really picked up to become a trading system with all 

modern practices and amenities.^' Sikkim is a growing example o f  how road 

map o f sustainable development could be drawn and reached at. Hence, nature 

and people have a harmonious cohabitation and also culture and trade 

traditionally complemented each other and continuity and change -  endlessly 

supplem ented each other. This trade o f the 2V^ century is believed to be 

conducted through Nathu la in the broader framework o f sustainable 

development,'*’ It has a great vision o f integrating trade and tourism because 

it is thought that Sikkim is the point o f central tendency in the entire 

panorama o f Buddhist circuit tourism among Bhutan, Nepal, Lhasa, 

M ayanmar, Arunachai Pradesh, Bihar and Sikkim in India. This is 

undoubtedly going to be the most fascinating tourism hub and heritage sites in 

the world. Sikkim has the great interest in making this route as the cultural 

highway that brings these cradles o f ancient civilizations closer and closer. 

That is why Sikkim proposes a ‘Sikkim-Lhasa’ bus service at an appropriate 

time.^’

Further, Sikkim also gives top priority to regulate the entire 

State so as to avoid any adverse impact on economic and socio-ecological 

systems on both sides. The reopening o f this trade route stands on its 

farsightedness, vision and determination o f the leadership o f both India and 

China with an expectation bringing about a steady warming up in the bilateral 

relations between two neighbouring countries. Another land mark 

development between these two countries is the recognition of Sikkim by the 

Chinese Government as one o f the integral States o f India after the abolition
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o f the Chogyal dynasty (kingship dynasty) for more than 334 years’ theocracy 

rule on May 16, 1975.

Initially, after the reopening of trade in July, 2006 exported 

items by India are agricultural implements, copper products, blankets, cloths, 

cycles, coffee, tea, barley, flour, dry fruits and fresh vegetables, vegetable oil, 

jaggery and candy, tobacco, snuff, spices, shoes, kerosene oil, stationery 

items, utensils, wheat, liquor, milk products, canned food, cigarettes, local 

herbs, palm oil, hardware, construction materials including electrical, 

bathroom and other fittings.^* The imported items are goat skin, sheep skin, 

yak tail, wool, raw silk, yak hair, China clay. Borax, silajit (medicinal 

mineral), butter, goats, common salt, horse, sheep. The projected volume o f 

trade is to the tune o f Rs. 206 crores by 2007, Rs. 2.266 crores by 2010 and 

Rs. 12.203 crores by 2015.^^

The reopening of this historic trade route between India and 

China through the Nathu la Pass route in Sikkim also reopens a vast range o f 

possibilities and opportunities. This is more so for the neighbour locked 

North-East Region. This trade route reopening was an absolute impossibility 

even a decade back, but four major factors have steadily converged to make 

this happen. Firstly, the farsightedness and dynamism o f the Sikkimese 

Political leadership. The consistent arguments o f C hief M inister -  Pawan 

Chamiing over the past decade led to the sensitising o f  all segments o f 

Sikkimese society, bringing in knowledge and expertise to indicate potential 

gains-"'"’ Secondly, a significant realization on the part of China that its 

national security could be ensured more durably through a policy o f better
-ri

relations with periphery nations. This gradually and successfully implemented 

in the form of local integration in the Asia-Pacific and Cultural Asian 

regions.^' Thirdly, globalization triggered opportunities and issues o f market 

expansion and integration became a central theme in Indo-China relations. 

Hence, economic ties and compulsions o f wider integration have opened the 

vistas o f  new approaches to resolve the long standing boundary disputes.^^ 

Fourthly, the development o f a more realistic analysis and favourable public 

opinion created by both local and national media.
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The inaugural Ceremony in the international border at Nathu la 

consisted o f ribbon-cutting by the Chief M inister o f  Sikkim, Pawan Chamling 

and the Chairman of TAR, Champa Phuntsok. Also present on the occasion 

were Vice-Chairman o f TAR., Hao Peng and Sun Yuxi, Ambassador of the 

People Republic o f  China to India. Chamling in his welcome address 

welcomed to all the delegates on behalf o f Government o f India and he said 

that it was a historic day for the people as the route that linked the two oldest 

civilizations from the time immemorial was being reopened. He also stressed 

that the reopening of this route has been possible only because of the 

farsightedness, vision and determination o f the leadership o f both India and 

China.®^

Now, more items are included in the basket o f trade by the 

traders. The Sikkimese traders have also started chatting on internet with their 

counterparts in Tibet and young traders are building up relationships with an 

eye on the long term benefits. The revival of trade via Sikkim would add a 

new chapter to Sino-Indian trade and bi-lateral ties. Further, the route to 

success in this trade is hard work, competitiveness and quality and it cannot 

be otherwise and the youths who constitute more than 50 percent o f the 

Population in the State need to understand this trade venture.

However, the Sikkim Chamber o f  Commerce submitted a 

Memorandum to Jai Ram Ramesh, Minister, State o f  Commerce, Government

of India on his official visit to Gangtok on November 1̂ *, 2006.®^ Further, the 

India-China Traders' Association o f Sikkim (IC7AS) submitted its 

Meinorandum to the State Minister o f Commerce, Government of India on 

his official visit to Gangtok iii the last week of October 2006 and focused on 

various trade related problems including transportation related troubles, 

enlistment of new trade limits, increasing duration o f business, permission to 

halt in the trademark of China, issuance o f travel passbook with additional 

pages o f 25 and 50, provision for electricity, setting up o f testing laboratory 

for import goods such as raw silk and other amenities. Moreover, the time 

frame o f business was laid to be extended for longer period that is from 1®̂ 

May to 31®* November with six days in a week for a comfortable stay from the
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present period of June to 30* September. This should be initiated 

considering the nature hazards in high altitude, suggested ICTAS.^’

Historical Perspectives : 

A Brief Early History of Sikkim.

The origin o f Sikkim is obscure. The history o f its remote past 

has not come to light. Sikkim does not appear in the historical complex of the 

Himalayan border countries until early 1640s. Its early history is mostly 

legendary and mythical.®* The earliest settlers in Sikkim, or Dejong, “the land 

o f rice”, - were the Lepchas; who called themselves Rongpa or dwellers in the 

valley, they seem to have migrated from the upper Burma and hills o f Assam, 

but Vvhen, there is no meanr> of ascertaining. Ai all events, they were in 

Sikkim as early as the thirteenth century.^® The Lepchas used to call their land 

Neliang (literally the country o f  Caverns that gave them shelter). This was 

later supplemented by Ren-jong or Denzong (Valley o f  rice).^° According to 

Waddel, the Parbatiya (hiii.y) name Sikkim, given to the country by the 

conquering Gurkhas, nisght have its origin from the Sanskrit word, Shikhim,

i.e. crested.^’ J.A.H. Louis contended that ii was an appellation o f Nepali 

origin meaning New Place. H.H. Risley held that it might have been derived 

from two Limbu words, Sn (new) Khim (a house or place); and the name was 

first given to the country when Phuntsog Namgyai, the first Raja (king) built 

a new Palace at Rabdantse (West Sikkim) and established a new kingdom.’^

A. few Lepcha and Limbu legends do speak o f  something of the 

aiicicnl Sikkim, bnt nothing has so far been proved historically. In pre- 

Buddhist era primitive people lived here. According to one account, they were 

the Kiratas, the then Rulers o f Nepal. Later on Guru Padamasambhava, the 

architect of tantric Buddhism in Tibet is supposed to have sojourned in 

Sikkim on his way to Tibet.

Natural influence can be that Buddhism brought civilization to 

S i k k i m . The Namgyai kings had been ruling over the Chumbi Valley and the 

Teesta Valley for at least three centuries prior to A.D. 1642. The Namgyals
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were scions o f the Minyak House (Eastern Sikkim) and were on pilgrimage in 

Central Tibet at the opening o f the 13‘*’ century. It is said that Khye-Bumsa, a 

Namgyal Prince, helped in the construction o f the Great Sakya monastery 

(1268 A.D.). Khye-Bumsa married the daughter o f the Sakya hierarchy and 

settled in the nearby Chumbi Valley which became the nucleus o f the later 

kingdom in Sikkim. Khye-Bumsa came in contact with the Lepchas and a 

deep friendship between the new comers and the Lepchas grew; a blood 

brotherhood was sworn in between Khye-Bumsa and Thekongtak, the Lepcha 

chief at Kabi Longtsok.’  ̂ Meanwhile his followers and kinsmen settled in 

Sikkim as pastoralists and traders. The Tibetan Lamas o f various sects had 

been trying to convert the animist tribes without much success. The Lamaist 

missionaries strongly felt the need for establishing a central authority to their 

liking, which might be instrumental in the Tibetization o f Sikkim. They could 

discover such qualities of leadership in one o f the Bhutia peasants - Phuntsog 

Namgyal (Panche Namgye) -  in the sixth generation o f Khye-Bimsa. So, a 

band of the Tlbetaii Lamas installed the first Bhiitia Ruler of Sikkim in A.D. 

1642.'' Moreover, the modern history of Sikkim begins with the consecration 

of Phuntsog Namgyal in A.D, 1642 as the Chogyai (Temporal and Religious 

king). Phuntsog Namgyal is believed lo be one o f the descendents of Raja 

Indrabodhi, who was once the ruler of present Himachal Pradesh o f Northern 

In d ia /” The another authenticated opinion is that Phuntsog Namgyal (Pencho 

Namgye/Panche Namgye) was born in 1604 A.D., and passed his earlier years 

in Gangtok. He was proclaimed as the first Buddhist Gyalpo or king o f 

Sikkim by three high Lamas of Nyingmapa sect, Lhatsum Chempo, Sempah 

Champo and Rigdzin Champo in 1641 A.D.

Source : The Gazetteer o f  Sikkim, H.H. Risley, 1928, New Delhi, Low
Price Publications, 2001, p. 10 and Sikkim State Archives,
Cultural Affairs and Heritage Department, Old Assembly
Building, (GOS), Gangtok, dated 28.10. 2007.

Phuntsog Namgyal ruled over a widespread area, many times the 

size o f Sikkim today. His authority extended in the north to Thangla, beyond 

Phari in Tibet, towards the east o f Tagongla, near Paro in Bhutan and to the 

south o f Titalia near the borders o f Bihar and Bengal in India. It extended
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further to the West, the region of the Timar Chorten, on the banks o f the 

Timar river in Nepal.’’ He organised the first centralized administration in the 

country and created twelve Dzongs-namely, Lassu, Dallom, Yangthang, 

Gangtok, Rhenock, Bormoik, Tashiding, Sang, Libing, Maling, Simik and 

Pandam -  each under a Lepcha dzongpan belonging to one o f the leading 

Lepcha families o f the Country.’* Phuntsog Namgyal chose Yoksum as his 

Capital. Phuntsog Namgyal was succeeded by his son Tensung Namgyal in 

1670. Tensung Namgyal shifted the capital from Yoksum to Rabdantse near

present day Gyalzing (W est district).’® Tensung Namgyal married thrice. His
80son Chakdor Namgyal from the second wife succeeded him in the year 1700. 

However, his half sister Pende Ongmu, whose mother was from Bhutan, 

claimed that she was entitled to the throne. The serious differences arose 

between her and Chakdor Namgyal. In order to saatch the throne she went to 

the extent o f taking the help o f the Bhutanese to invade Sikkim, and evict her 

brother.*’ Chakdor Namgyal had to flee from Sikkim and the Bhutanese 

forces occupied the Capital Rabdantse, In the process, Kalimpong which was 

a part o f Sikkim earlier was lost to Bhutan. Kalimpong later became a part o f 

British India following a war between Bhutan and the British.*^

Chakdor Namgyal remained in Lhasa for about seven years and 

was reinstalled as king with the help o f the Tibetans. When the Chogyal 

Chakdor Namgyal was ill at the Ralong hot springs in 1760, his half sister 

Pende Ongmu had him murdered. She was later caught and strangled to death. 

Gyurmed, Chakdor Nam gyal's son succeeded him in 1717. Gyurmed 

Nam gyal’s reign was uneventful,*^ Gyurmed Namgyal was succeeded by his 

iHegitimate son Phuntsog Namgyal (II) in 1733 who was born 

posthumously.*'* Bhutan tried to occupy Sikkim, but the forces o f that country 

were driven back. The Nepalis on the Western border o f  Sikkim started 

becoming brazen in their imperialistic designs and made frequent attacks into 

Sikkim ’s territory.**^ Phuntsog Namgyal was succeeded by his son Tenzing 

Namgyal in 1780. During the reign o f Tenzing Namgyal, Nepali forces 

occupied large Chunks o f Sikkimese territory. They attacked Rabdantse and 

the Chogyal had to flee to T i b e t . T e n z i n g  Namgyal died in Lhasa and his 

son Tsudpud Namgyal was sent to Sikkim in 1793 to succeed him as the
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monarch. Tsudpud Namgyal shifted the capital from Rabdantse to Tumlong.*^ 

Sikkim finally turned to the British for help against the Gorkhas.**

The Contact of East India Company w ith Sikkim :

The attention o f the East India Company was attracted towards 

Sikkim due to its strategic importance in the year 1814 when it was involved 

in a war with N e p a l . T h e  opening o f relations with Sikkim became a 

Political and military necessity on account o f three reasons ;

1. It was easily accessible;

2. It would facilitate communication with China via  Tibet since the

Princes o f Sikkim were closely connected by matrimonial relations as 

well as religious affinities with Tibet;

3. To prevent possible Nepalis-Bhutanese intrigues against the company.

In view of these advantages, the company instructed Captain 

Bar re Latter o f the Bengal-Army to establish contacts with Tsugphud 

Namgyal, the Ruler o f  Sikkim. Captain Barre Latter after establishing 

contacts with the Sikkimese authorities, promised to help Sikkim, to recover 

its territories lost to Nepal during the Nepal is invasion o f Sikkim in 1780.^° 

Sikkim agreed to support the company and undertook to play the role o f a 

faithful ally. The Nepal war came to an end with the signing o f the Treaty of 

Segauly on December 2, 1815 between the Company and N e p a l . A p a r t  from 

the tcrrilories secured by it, the company made the Nepalis Government to 

agree, not to molest or disturb the Rajah (king) o f  Sikkim and British 

arbiiratioa was accepted in case o f  all differences arising between these two 

States.

Importance of the Treaty of Titalia -  1817

The territory o f Sikkim lying between M echi and Teesta which 

was occupied by Nepal was transferred to the British authorities.^^

Thus, to establish the company’s relations w ith Sikkim on a 

firmer footing. Lord Moria (afterwards Marques o f  Hastings), the Governor-
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General o f India, restored to Sikkim the territory lying between the rivers 

Mechi and Teesta (wrested from Nepal) by signing a Treaty with Raja 

Tsugphud Namgyal on February 10, 1817. The British, however, reserved to 

themselves the right to arbitrate in any dispute that might arise between 

Sikkim and N e p a l . T h e  Political significance o f the Treaty was tremendous.

1. It helped to check the Nepalis expansion towards the east. Sikkim 

became a strong buffer State between Nepal and Bhutan with the 

restoration o f the territory between the rivers Mechi and the Teesta.

2. It brought Sikkim for the first time under the influence o f  the company 

and the freedom of action o f Sikkim was limited to a great extent by 

the provisions o f the Treaty.

3. The Company gained trade privileges and the right to trade upto 

Tibetan frontier.

The Treaty of Titalia, thus, marked the beginning o f  the British 

interest in Sikkim as a trade route to Tibet and as a factor in India’s 

s e c u r i ty .T w o  months after the signing o f the Treaty of Titaiia, in order to 

strengthen Sikkim as a buffer between Nepal and British India, Lord Moria 

ceded to Sikkim an additional territory o f  Morang -  the low lands lying 

between the rivers Mechi and the Mahanadi.^*’

Sikkim, though now had security against external aggression, it 

had no respite yet from its own internal feuds. The Lepchas, who had been in 

the vanguard of the struggle against the Gorkha invaders were opposed to the 

domination of the Bhutias in the affairs o f  the kingdom. This tendency was 

not liked by the ruling group. The Ruler and his group went so far as to 

accomplish the assassination of the Lepcha Prime M inister (Dewan), 

Chandzok Bolek (also referred as Buljeet Karjee) and his sons, killed 

treacherously in 1826.^’ This led to the migration o f hundreds o f  Lepchas to 

the Ham area of Eastern Nepal on account of feeling o f insecurity, with the 

convenience of the Gorkhas, they frequently raided W estern Sikkim and 

caused several border disputes between Nepal and Sikkim. In pursuance o f the
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terms of 1817 Treaty, Sikkim referred the matter for arbitration to the 

Governor-General o f the East India Company. The Governor-General deputed 

J.W. Grant, who was Commercial Resident at M alda and Captain George 

William Aylmer Lloyd, who commanded the British frontier force at Titalia, 

to look into the matter and make an award. As a result o f their intervention, 

the Lepcha raiders of Eastern Nepal were compelled to return to Nepal.®® On 

the other hand, the Lepchas were acutely aware o f the Bhutia superciliousness 

and never trusted them.^^

Sikkim came into contact with the British power in India during 

the reign o f Tsugpud Namgyal.^'^'’ The territorial arrangem ents already forced 

upon Sikkim by Nepal, Tibet and Bhutan deprived Sikkim o f its jurisdiction 

and reduced it to a tiny strip of land, sandwiched between Nepal on the one 

side and Tibet and Bhutan on the other two sides. The British being the major 

power in the Indian side o f the frontier were drawn into the politics o f the 

Himalayan States as mediator on behalf o f those who suffered “from the 

Gorkha aggression”.'®' The defeat of the Gorkha forces under Amber Singh 

Thapa led to an armistice and the signing o f the Treaty at Segauli in 1815. 

But, peace was not restored till the final settlement was made in 1816. The 

territory o f Sikkim lying between Mechi and Teesta which was occupied by 

Nepal was transferred to the British authorities. The Company on the other 

hand returned this tract to the Sikkim Raja through the Treaty o f Titalia in 

1817. This Treaty established the paramountcy o f  the British East India 

Company upon Sikkim and paved the way for its pre-dommant role played 

later over that State. The Treaty o f Segauli refrained the king of Nepal from 

infringing upon the territory of Sikkim and from acting unilaterally without 

connivance of the Company on any matter o f dispute w ith its neighbour. 

While the Treaty of Titalia made it obligatory for the Raja  o f Sikkim to refer 

any case o f dispute to the Government and bound him to accept and act upon 

the advice given to him by the British Government.

After a period, the Governor-General granted Morang, a small 

territory between Mechi and Mahanadi to Sikkim, a feudatory o f the East 

India Company. In 1835, the Raja under a deed o f grant ceded a strip of
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territory running from Darjeeling to the plains, for which he was given an 

annual grant o f rupees three thousand as compensation. This compensation 

was increased to six thousand rupees per annum from 1846.*°^

After it was ceded to the British Government, Darjeeling 

developed rapidly. Now, settlers were coming up mainly from Nepal, Sikkim 

and Bhutan. Darjeeling provided the opportunity o f emancipation from the 

miseries o f slavedom prevalent in those countries.

The cession of Darjeeling was followed by friction between the 

Superintendent o f Darjeeling and Dewan Namgay o f Sikkim because it was 

alleged that British subjects were kidnapped and to be sold into slavery and 

aid was frequently denied in capturing and surrendering c r i m i n a l s . I n  

1849, Campbell, the Superintendent o f  Darjeeling and Hooker, a 

distinguished Botanist with the British Government in India, while travelling 

in Sikkim were suddenly seized by the Sikkimese authorities and made 

prisoners. A British ultimatum forced Sikkim to release the two prisoners in 

December that year, but later in February 1850, a punitive British force 

crossed the river Rangit into Sikkim. This expedition exacted various 

penalties. The stoppage of the grant o f Rs. 6,000/- a demand for the dismissal 

o f Dewan Namgay and the annexation o f the Sikkim hills bounded by the 

river Rumman on the north, the rivers Rangit and Teesta on the east and the 

Nepalis frontier on the west.*'*® Another expedition followed in 1861 and it 

was then that the Sikkimese were forced to accept the terms presented by the 

British. This detailed Treaty consisting o f 23 Articles was entered into by the 

special British envoy, the Hon’ble Ashley Eden and the Maharaja  ’s son, 

Sidkeong Namgyal, on 28‘̂  March 1861.'°’ Maharaja  Tsugphud Namgyal 

was in Chumbi and declined to return to Sikkim. It was about this time that 

the title o f Maharaja came to be used for the Rulers o f Sikkim.

During this period, the relations with Tibet, however, grew cold 

as the Panchen Lama and the then Regent o f Tibet Tsomoiling were not on 

good terms. Chandzok Bolek, who was the uncle o f the Ruler, became the 

Prime Minister. His rise to eminence created many jealousies which resulted
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in the assassination o f the family in 1826. Relations o f Bolek fled to Elam and 

foiled in their appeal to the Ruler sought protection o f kind o f Nepal and thus 

the loss o f Elam was finalized.

Tsughpud Namgyal’s rule was the longest in the history o f 

Sikkim lasting from 1793 for almost 70 years. He had married five times; his 

second and third wives were the sisters o f the Tashi Lama o f Tibet. Sidkiong, 

his eldest surviving son, was born in 1819, issue o f the second wife. The fifth 

wife named Menchi also bore him a son named Thutob N am gyal.” *̂ For all 

practical purposes, Sidkeong became the Maharaja in 1861, even though his 

father died two years later in Chumbi. The yearly payment by the British o f 

Rs, 6,000/- which was stopped in 1850, was again resumed in 1862, payment 

being made to Maharaja Sidkeong and this sum was later increased as a 

gesture o f  British consideration.'" Though generally indifferent to the 

administration o f his own country, Maharaja Sidkeong Namgyal tried to 

improve and maintain good relations with the British, and his efforts met with 

some success. In hS73 he paid a friendly visit to Sir George Campbell, then 

Lt. Governor o f Bengal at Darjeeling. Finally, Maharaja Sidkeong Namgyal 

died in April 1874 and his half brother Thutob,, issue from the fifth wife, 

became R u l e r . A t  the time of his succession, the British Empire in Asia was 

paramount and Sikkim was already feeling the by wnids o f  British diplomacy. 

The year 1874 witnessed a striking assertion o f  British supremacy over 

Sikkim. The Government of India succeeded in nominating its own candidate 

as the Ruler o f  the kingdom, on the death o f  the Maharaja Sidkeong Namgyal 

in April 1874. The late Maharaja had no issue but only two half  brothers -  

one legitimate and the other illegitimate, Thutob Namgyal and Thinley 

Namgyal respectively. Ex-Dew an Namguay wanted to install Thinley 

Namgyal on the throne to gain firm foot hold on the administration of Sikkim. 

But, John Ware Edgar, Deputy Commissioner o f Darjeeling informed the 

Sikkim Darbar that Government o f India would not recognise any succession 

which would have for its object, the restoration o f ex-Dewan  Namguay’s 

influence to Sikkim ."^

59



The Nepalis Settlement in Sikkim

The Pro-Tibetan Party in Sikkim and Thiniey Namgyal, who had 

fled to Tibet in 1874, after his failure to secure the throne, tried to undermine 

the British position in Sikkim by exploiting the resentm ent o f the local people 

against the settlement o f the Nepalis. It may be pointed out here that ever 

since the British had gained influence in Sikkim, they made it a policy to 

settle down Nepalis in that kingdom. Thus, they did :

1. To accelerate the economic growth of the sparsely populated Sikkim by 

settling the hard working Nepalis who were suited to work in the hills.

2. To counteract the possible danger to their supremacy from the Sikkim

Royal family, whose allegiance was suspected by them, by settling 

foreign Nepalis who would naturally look towards the British for 

protection and patronage.""^

The Nepalis settlers, by their industry and then fecundity soon

began to displace the local inhabitants The local inhabitants were afraid lest 

they were reduced to minority, .Maharaja I'hutob Namgyai visited Kalimpong 

in November 1878, to request Sir A s i e y  Eden, the Lt, Governor o f  Bengal, to 

restrict the number o f Nepali settlers in Sikkim.*'^ But, this arrangement was 

vehemently opposed by an influential section of the Bhuiia o f  Sikkim. There 

were riots at Rhenock between the Bhutias and the Nepalis in 1880. The 

Government of Bengal deputed its officer,, A.W, Paul, Deputy Commissioner 

o f  Darjeeling to pacify the two groups. Consequently an understanding was 

reached on April 14, 1880.'

The G reatest British Power

Sidkyong Namgyal, who concluded the Treaty with the British 

became the Raja (Ruler) in 1861. His father died two years later. During his 

rule, he imposed the relations o f Sikkim with the B ritish Government, who 

restored him the annual grant o f  Rs. six thousand and successfully raised it to 

9 and 12 thousand rupees per annum by 1873.”  ̂ But, the Anglo-Sikkimese
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relations was again strained during the reign of Thutob Namgyal because of 

the conflicts among the different racial groups, particularly between the 

Bhutia and the Nepali settlers, the growing hatred o f Tibet over the 

receptivity o f  Sikkim to the British authority and the Raja’s change of attitude 

towards the British Government.’** In the general interest o f British trade in 

the east, the question of establishing trade relation with Tibet came in the 

forefront again. In 1873-74, the Deputy Commissioner o f Darjeeling visited 

Sikkim and the Tibetan frontiers to enquire into the prospect o f  trade with 

T ib e t . 'M o re o v e r , even before the accession o f Thutob Namgyal, the British 

were looking for trade mart in T i b e t . B u t ,  he found the Tibetan authority 

hostile towards the British move to open up trade with Tibet. It was also 

knovvT. that the Chinese Resident of Lhasa had threatened the Sikkim Raja for 

his collaboration with the British Government in constructing roads in 

encouraging them to cross the Tibetan border,'^' However, a decision was 

taken for sending a trade mission to Tibet in 1886. This alarmed the Tibetan 

authority. Thutob Namgyal was instructed by them not to allow the members 

o f  the British Mission to enter Tibetan territory through Sikkim and was 

warned that if  he failed, the consequences would be bitter.*^^ After finding 

out the adverse impact, the mission was grven up when, they learnt that the 

Tibetans had started preparing for the war.'^^ The Tibetans also fortified the 

check post at Lingtu, which was a Sikkimese border. On T ibet’s refusal to 

remove the check post, the British sent an army under Graham who drove the 

Tibetans out o f  Lingtu on 20*’’' March, The Chinese rushed to the spot

and after prolonged negotiations the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1?“’ 

March, 1890 fixed the boundary o f Sikkim and Tibet, and accepted exclusive 

British control over the internal administration and foreign relations of the 

Slate.'" '

Sikkim as a Protectorate State of British India .

Johan Claude White was appointed as Political Officer in- 

Charge o f  the administration in Sikkim in June 1889.’^̂  In 1890 the British 

made a Convention with the Chinese, the Chinese acknowledged the British 

protectorate over Sikkim while the British accepted the Chinese delimitation
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o f Sikkim-Tibet boundary as the crest o f the mountain range or the watershed. 

Sikkim ’s claims to Chumbi Valley were, thus, given away. Sikkim was not a 

Party to this Convention’ ’̂ Further, the Maharaja was deprived o f most o f  his 

powers, was given an allowance, and asked to stay at Kalimpong. Meanwhile 

Claude White with the help o f his Sikkimese protegees settled a large number 

o f Nepalis in different areas and also destroyed the ancient economy o f 

Sikkim and the traditional way of life o f the people. He even charged Thutob 

Namgyal o f using forced labour.'^® Thutob Namgyal appealed to the British 

Governor at C a l c u t t a . W h i t e  was greatly annoyed and wanted to teach a 

lesson to the Maharaja who planned to take refuge at Doptab, an enclave o f 

Sikkim near Khampadzong in Tibet.’ °̂ The Nepalis, however, stopped him at 

W along and handed him over to the British. He was detained for two years at 

Kurseong. Later he was removed to Darjeeling where he lived in a 

comparative freedom.*'*' By 1914, the Simla Convention signed by the 

representatives o f Britain, China and Tibet ratified the delimitation o f the 

northern frontiers o f Sikkim, as had been set down in the Anglo-Chinese 

Convention o f 1890.'^^

The Government o f  India exploited the dispute concerning 

Sikkim-Tibet boundary to open Tibet., The siicces.s of the Young Husband 

expedition in opening Tibet and forcing it to sign Lhasa convention on 

September 7, 1904 had solved all the British difficulties regarding the status 

o f Sikkim and its boundary with T i b e t . T i b e t  had not only recognized the 

protectorate of the Government of India over Sikkim but also confirmed the 

Sikkim-'Tibet boundary as laid down in the convention o f 1890.'"'' Later, in 

1905 their Highnesses Panchen Lama and the Deb Raja  o f Bhutan were 

invited to meet the British heir -  apparent (Prince o f Wales) and his consort at 

Calcutta. Their Highnesses brought to the notice o f British Viceroy and the 

higher authorities the question o f restoration o f  administrative powers. On 

their return to Sikkim, the Political Officer handed over the Council and part 

o f  the administration, but retained the power to review any transaction. By 

this time, Claude White and Phodong Lama had fallen out. Thutob Namgyal 

allocated the responsibility o f administration among several Ministers and set 

up a Secretariat.’^̂  China confirmed the Lhasa convention by signing the
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Peking Convention with British in 1906. Thus, the influence o f these two 

treaties on Sikkim was far reaching. Moreover, the de-jure status o f  Sikkim as 

the protectorate of the Government o f India had received international 

s a n c t i o n . B y  1906, the Government o f India had consolidated its position in 

Sikkim to such an extent that it had no trouble, whatsoever, for the remaining 

period o f British Rule in India, either from the Maharaja  or from outside 

powers like Tibet and China.'^^

Sidkeong Tulku became the tenth consecrated Ruler o f  Sikkim 

on February 11, 1914 after the death of his father Thutob Namgyal. He was 

not only educated in English school at Darjeeling under expert care, but was 

sent to England for higher studies in September, 1906. Sidkeong Namgyal 

was indeed an extraordinary man and had developed high desire to remove 

vested interests, and his proposal to liquidate the system o f land lords. The 

abolition of  imprisonment as a penalty for non-payments o f  debts and the ban 

on the settlement o f plainsmen.'^* However, he was not destined to rule for a 

long tinie. He died unmarried on December 5, 1914 and was succeeded by his 

younger half  brother. Sir Tashs Namgyal, who was born at Kurseong in 

Darjeeling district in 1893 during his father’s captivity there. For a time, he 

was under the tutelage o f Sir Charles Bell, who was the then Political Officer 

in Sikkim. Co.mplete restoration o f  Governmental authority was given to the 

new Ruler when he became formally the Maharaja in April, 1918. In this 

year, the British restored to Sikkim its complete internal autonomy.’ ®̂ Sir 

Tashi N am gyal’s long and enlightened rule o f  fifty years brought many social 

and economic reforms and all round development o f the State. Far reaching 

changes were effected in the judiciary in Sikkim. A modern type of court 

designated as C hief Court, was set up and a full time judge was appointed in 

1916, thereby bringing the judicial functions o f the landlords under the 

supervision o f a Superior C o u r t . I n  1918, Sir Tashi Namgyal was invested 

with full authority in the internal administration. He was conferred with 

different titles and was recognized as the M aharaja  o f Sikkim. As time 

passed, Sikkim continued to role on with few reforms in the social, economic 

and Political spheres under a benevolent king and a feudal order. The Raja 

was content, so was the British Government, both to whom the system
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appeared as one, based on good old patriarchal monarchy of ancient days 

o f  oriental civilization where subjects stood as children o f Ruler and with the 

simple hill people unaffected with the virus o f democracy and elections, the 

system worked excellently.” '

Post-Independence Period of India vis-a-vis Politico-Administrative 
Scenario of Sikkim :

During Sir Tashi NamgyaFs reign several social reforms were 

also promulgated. Forced labour was abolished, land reforms were introduced, 

and the system o f taxation was brought up to date. The beginning o f the 

system o f Political Parties with diverse points o f  view is credited to his reign. 

The period o f  enlightenment took place at the same time as India was also 

undergoing radical but constructive changes; the final withdrawal o f the 

British and the emergence o f India in 1947 as an Independent nation in the
“i AO

world, a development which was also to affect Sikkim profoundly. '  In May 

1946, the Viceroy of India Lord Wavell declared on behalf o f  the British 

Government that under the new Indian Constitution, Britain would cease to 

exercise the powers of paramountcy in relation to me tndian States.*'*^ 

Accordingly, the declaration added :

“Political arrangemen' ’ c' veen the States on the one side and 

the British Crown and the British India on the other, will thus be brought to 

an end. The void will have to be filled either by the States, entering into a 

federal relationship with the succession Government or Governments in 

British India or failing this, entering into particular Political arrangements 

with it or them ”.' '̂*

Sikkim, as an indian State under the Indian Constitution of 

1935, was bound by the terms o f  this new declaration. An official delegation 

led by M aharaj Kumar (now the Chogyat) Palden Thondup Namgyal with Rai 

Bahadur T.D. Densapa, Private Secretary to the Maharaja as a member, went 

to Delhi for discussion with the Chamber o f Princes, a body representing the 

several hundred Princely States in India, and the new Government o f  India. 

The problems o f Sikkim and Bhutan appeared to be special with required
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special consideration. The Constituent Assembly o f India, therefore, resolved 

to constitute a Committee to deal with the affairs o f these two States. Later, a 

status quo was a c c e p t e d . A  stand still agreement was signed between the 

Sikkim Darbar and the Government of India in February, 1948. It was agreed 

that, “All agreements, relations and administrative arrangements as to the 

matter o f common concern existing between the Crown and the Sikkim State 

on August 14, 1947”, would continue till a new Treaty was concluded and 

given effect to .’'*̂  These matters of common concern specifically included 

currency, coinage, customs, postal channels and regulations, telegraph, 

communications, external affairs and defence measures.*'*® Negotiations for 

the final and new Treaty between the Darbar and the Government o f India 

proceeded favourably and the Treaty was signed in Gangtok on 5 December, 

1950 between Maharaja Sir Tashi Namgyal and Harishwar Dayal, the then 

Indian Political Officer in Sikkim.''^® (For details, Appendix - 1).

A press note issued , by the Ministry o f  External Affairs o f the 

Government o f  India some months earlier in fact on 20th March, 1950, when 

the Sikkimese Delegation was in discussion with the Government o f India, 

had outlined the future status o f Sikkim, thus*^° :

As regards the status of Sikkirn, it has been agreed that Sikkim 

w ill continue to be protectorate o f India. The Government o f  India will 

continue to be responsible for its external relations, defence and 

cornmunicatior.s. This is as much in the interests o f  the security o f the State 

as c f  India and is dictated by the facts o f  geography. As regards internal 

Government, the State will continue to enjoy autonomy subject to the ultimate 

responsibility of the Government of India for the maintenance of good 

administration and law and order. While negotiations between the Sikkimese- 

delegation and the Government o f India were in progress on this vital matter 

o f  future Political relations between the two countries’ developments within 

Sikkim posed a grave threat both to law and order and the stability of the 

State.
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The advent of popular Government in Independent India encouraged 

the aspirations o f various Political groups and Parties in Sikkim. Three 

Political Parties had earlier been established and were in fact in existence in 

1947 : The Sikkim State Congress under the leadership o f  Tashi Tshering 

represented a predominantly Nepali group; then there was the Sikkim 

National Party led by Gyaltsen Tshering and later by Sonam Tshering; and 

Praja Sammelan, another Political group which had as its President Dhan 

Bahadur Tiwari (Chhetri). The aims o f these Political organizations, 

especially o f the first two mentioned above differed greatly, in fact were 

almost contradictory.'^^

Consequently, to consider the question o f  setting up a strong 

Political Party, the representatives from different parts o f  Sikkim along with 

the representatives of the above mentioned three organisations met at Gangtok 

on the historic day of December 7, 1947 -  a day which will go down in the 

contemporary Political history o f Sikkim as a Red Letter Day. Leaders like 

Kazi Lhendup Dorjee, Tashi Tshering, D.B. Gurung, Chandra Das Rai, 

Captain Dimik Singh Lepcha and Sonam Tshering attended the 

deliberations.*^^

Their thoughtful deliberations gave birth to the Sikkim State 

C o n g r e s s . T h e  General Meeting was held under the Chairmanship o f Tashi 

'Fsheting. The establishment of the Sikkim State Congress was an event of 

great importance in the Political life o f the Country since this premiere 

organization played a significant role in the public life o f Sikkim in the years 

which followed India’s Independence in 1947.'^^

Meanwhile Political awakening had swept over Sikkim where 

two Political Parties -  the Sikkim State Congress and Praja Sammelan, were 

clam ouring for Political rights. There was yet another Party, Sikkim National 

Party which stood for status quo ante and was allegedly royalist.

The demand for abolition o f landlordism and establishment of 

popular Government was increasing unabatingly. In December, 1948, Tashi 

Tshering and others met the Indian Congress leaders in New Delhi. They
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apprised the Congress leaders about the situation o f Sikkim.*'^ In February

1949, the Sikkim State Congress launched “no rent campaign”, and some o f 

its leaders courted arrest. The negotiation o f  the Congress leaders with the 

Maharaja proved fruitless and the Sikkim State Congress embarked on a 

Satyagraha  Movement. Thousands o f people participated in it, and ultimately 

the Maharaja  acceded to form a Council o f  M inisters consisting of five 

members.*^® Accordingly, the first ever Popular M inistry with Tashi Tshering 

as the C hief Minister, was sworn-in on May 9, 1949 with few other 

M i n i s t e r s . This new Popular Ministry, with Tashi Tshering as the C hief 

M inister, however, could not continue for more than 29 days. The reasons 

were obvious ; firstly, the Ministry had not defined scope o f its power, 

secondly, on all important matters, such as introduction o f agrarian and 

administrative reforms, the Ministry was often opposed by the Darbar. The 

conflict reached such a dimension that the M inistry was dismissed and the 

Political Officer him self took over the administration o f Sikkim. 

Accordingly, a senior Civil Servant, J.S. Lall, sent by the Government o f 

India, was appointed as Dewan by the M aharaja  o f Sikkim and he took the 

Office on 11“  August, 1949.'®* Soon after his arrival the Dewan got busy

with modernizing the anachronistic administrative system of the State in
\

accordance with the democratic aspirations o f  the people and under his 

guidance extensive administrative land and tax reforms were introduced in the 

State so as to strengthen its internal stability. He made substantial 

improvements in all spheres o f Governmental activ ities.’®̂ The administrative 

privileges and the tax collecting duties were abolished. Further, the forced 

labour also came to an end.*®'̂

The G aiigtok T r e a t y -

The Indo-Sikkim  T reaty  and A fterw ards :

It is significant to discuss this Treaty over here.

The Indo-Sikkim Treaty was signed at the palace monastery by 

the Indian Political Officer, Hariswar Dayal and by the Maharaja, Sir Tashi 

Namgyal on 5th December, 1950.'®^ That might at the State Banquet given by
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the Sikkim Darbar representatives o f the Sikkim State Congress stayed away 

in discontent. They boycotted the occasion expressing their disapproval. They 

reiterated their demand for representative Government with the least 

dealay.'^® For the third time, a delegation of the Sikkim State Congress went 

to Delhi for further discussions with the Government o f India. The burden o f 

their complaint was that too little was done, and that there was too much 

philandering which was stalling the realization o f  a responsible Government 

in Sikkim. In a speech in December, 1950, Tashi Tshering, the President o f 

the Sikkim State Congress, said that the Advisory Committee reminded him
■ »  167 ®

o f the squabbles of the “proverbial fish market” .

In December 1950, Panchayat elections were held. The National 

Party did not participate in the elections on the ground that the interest o f the 

indigenous Population was not safeguarded.’ ®̂ This Panchayat election in 

fact, turned to be a show. Since nothing tangible was done towards the 

development o f Panchayat system for using it as a forum for promotion of 

popular participation and Political education till many years later, when the 

first Panchayat election was held in 1966.'^® Through various stages of 

discussion, accusation and recrimination among the Political Parties in the 

State as well as the Advisory Committee, the State Council and Executive 

Council Proclamation of 1953 was issued by Maharaja Sir Tashi Namgyal. 

This Proclamation set out the powers o f the Council as well as the 

composition and powers o f its component, the Executive Council.’™ The 

Elections for the First State Council were held from March to May 1953.’’ ’ 

By August 1953, a Council of 17 members was voted by the people. The 

Council was made up of Six Nepalis, Six-Lepcha-Bhutias and five were 

nominated by the Maharaja Thus, His Highness on his discretion which 

was followed by Ail Party Agreement regarding the electorate and method of 

election was drawn in January 1952. Based on this Agreement, a Proclamation 

defining the Constitution and the functions o f the State Council was issued on 

March 23’̂ ,̂ 1953 under which a Council was elected and Executive Council 

formed to govern Sikkim. This Constitution was modified in 1958 after the 

then Dewan had obtained the agreement o f all Parties and a Proclamation 

embodying that Agreement was issued on March 16, 1958.” ^
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The present Constitution at that time stood as such and the State 

Council was empowered to enact laws for the Country, but subject to the 

M aharaja's consent. There were the State enterprises, Police, Land Revenue 

and Ecclesiastical matters. Some other subjects were excluded from 

discussion by the Council. These included the Constitutional position of the 

M aharaja  and Treaty relations with I n d i a . T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  the Executive 

Council assisted the Maharaja, but in actual practice its powers were greatly 

limited. In most matters the Maharaja made the final decisions. The Dewan 

held the position o f the M aharaja's principal aide and the Head Executive 

Official.*’^

J.S. Lall was succeeded by N.K. Rustomji, a close associate of 

the M aharaj Kumar Palden Thondup Namgyal as Dewan o f Sikkim in 

1954.*’  ̂ The next election of the State Council was due in 1956, but the terms 

o f the existing Council was extended. In March 1958, the composition of the 

State Council was changed through a Royal Proclamation. The number o f the 

Councillors was raised to twenty. Six Bhutia-Lepcha and Six Nepali seats 

remained unaltered. Two new elective seats, one general and the other 

reserved for the Sangha (Monastery) ’ were included and the number o f 

nominated members was raised from five to six. This Proclam ation also laid 

down a very complicated mode o f election.’ ’̂ Therefore, in the Election, the 

State Congress won the majority o f the elective seats and thus became the 

major Party in the Council, The Executive Council was constituted of five 

members. O f these five Executive Members, three were designated as 

D e p u t i e s . T h u s ,  it admirably fulfilled ail the conditions needed to form a 

one Party Executive Council, Yet no voice was raised in this behalf. Kashi 

Raj was, apparently, highly satisfied by the fact that he and his nephew were 

two State Congress Executive Councillors, while the National Party had only 

one.‘^̂  But, the election of three Councillors, two from the SSC and one from 

the SNP was set aside on charges o f corrupt practices. They were disqualified 

for membership for six years. However, later this period was reduced by the 

Maharaja. For the SSC members, it was made six months, while for the SNP. 

members, it was made three y e a r s . I n  September 1959, a jo in t convention
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o f different Political Parties of Sikkim viz., Sikkim Swatantra Dal led by Kazi 

Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa, Sikkim National Party o f Sonam Tshering 

faction, and Sikkim Scheduled Caste League was held at Melli. It reiterated 

the old demand o f Popular Government and a written Constitution for 

Sikkim.'** Since its inception, the Sikkim National Congress demanded a 

written Constitution incorporating fundamental rights, codified laws and for a 

representative Government. The President o f the Party, Kazi Lhendup Dorjee 

Khangsarpa o f Chakung was not satisfied with the Royal Proclamation of 

1953, revised in 1966 and 1969 and with the D arbar’s contention that it acts 

as the country’s Constitution. The system resembles the diarchy under the 

Government o f India Act 1919.

Early in 1962, the Sikkim Darbar again announced its intentions 

to the Sikkim Council. The Sikkim Council was dissolved on May 1. 1962.'*^ 

Political activities reached new heights when the two Political Parties, the 

State Congress and the National Congress joined hands for a show down with 

the Government in order to compel sweeping Political reforms. The State 

Congress even though it was weakened by a split in the ranks, did not give up 

its agitation for the democratization o f Sikkim ’s administration. At the 

Annual Conference held at Singtam on March 2, 1962 under the Chairmanship 

o f  Kashi Raj Pradhan, it demanded more elective seats to one-sixth. Another 

resolution demanded the introduction o f jo in t electorate for all communities 

in Sikkim. They demanded transfer o f  all administrative departments to the 

Executive Councillors chosen from among the elected representatives o f the 

people.'*"* Threats to boycott the elections were uttered. The National 

Congress passed a resolution.’®̂

However, Sikkim went to the Polls for the third time in its 

history in March, 1967. The peaceful manner in which the election was 

concluded in Sikkim was a matter o f achievem ent and pride. It constituted 

another landmark in the Political development o f Sikkim. Following March 

1967 Elections, Politics in Sikkim had reached at an interesting phase.'*®
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The period between the third and the fourth General Elections 

was one o f  the pathetic betrayals o f democracy o f the old guards among the 

popular leaders. The young and turbulent elements among the National 

Congress wanted to organise movements on popular issues. The weary and 

tired leadership did not argue to this. They were in control o f the financial 

resources and the organizational machinery. This led to a split in the Party. 

By this time, the State Congress had been left only with the Nepalis under the 

Newar ex-lessees and was virtually relegated to a third position. The National 

Party, with the patronage of the Ruler, emerged stronger, but it could not 

become a Party of all the communities in Sikkim. Moreover, it was also split 

into two ju s t before the fourth General Election. Even a minor Party like the 

Scheduled Castes Leagues suffered from the split. To add to the Political 

confusion, a new Party, the Sikkim Janata Party, was born with avowedly 

socialistic leanings.'*^

In such a Political climate, the fourth Genera! Election was 

fought in April 1970. Both the factions o f  the National Party together got 

seven seats, the State Congress could manage four and Independents two. The 

most significant point was that inspite o f  the large scale defections, the 

National Congress emerged as a common Political platform for the different 

communities. It not only won the General Seats covering the entire Sikkim for 

the second time, but also managed to gel Nepalis, Bhutia, Lepcha and Tsong 

candidates elected on its tickets. In July 1970, a six-man Executive Council 

was appointed. It included three Councillors o f the National Party, two from 

the State Congress and one from the National Congress.’*®

It was a unique feature o f Politics o f Sikkim that all Parties 

were keen to be in the Executive Council and there remained no Party in order 

to function as the opposition Party to pin-point the mistakes of the 

administration.'^^ In the newly constituted Executive Council, Martam 

Topden was designated as the Senior Executive Councillor, while rest of the 

five Councillors were Ashok Tshering Bhutia and H. B. Basnet of Sikkim 

National Party, Nakul Pradhan and Kalu Rai o f Sikkim State Congress and 

Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa o f Sikkim National Congress.
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A new Political Party, Sikkim Janata Party, under the 

Presidentship o f Lai Bahadur Basnet was formed on the eve o f election. But, 

it could not capture any seat. Lai Bahadur Basnet resigned both from the 

Party membership and its leadership after e l e c t i o n s . T h i s  is the march of 

Sikkimese towards the development o f their Political consciousness and 

evolution o f its Political system brought by them during the last 23 years in 

their urge to secure a responsible G o v e r n m e n t . T o w a r d s  the end o f 1970, 

V.V. Giri had set a plan to visit Sikkim. As soon as this news reached 

Gangtok, all anti-Indian elements became alert, geared up their activities ancf 

decided to organise a black flag demonstration on the occasion. The 

information study forum was said to be behind this move. The information 

leaked out about it. As the President was advised not to visit the State by the 

Political Officer on the pretext that the President had cancelled his visit due 

to inclement (unpleasant) weather condition.

In September, 1970, there was another burst in anti-India 

activity with the launching of the Sikkim United Front which demanded the 

revision o f  “India- Sikkim Treaty that was foisted on Sikkim by India” . It 

declared- “Independence of Sikkim”, as its goal and ‘abrogration of the 

Treaty’ as the first step to achieve the s a m e . O n e  Sunday in October, 1970, 

the United leaders held an open meeting at Gangtok Bazaar. Prominent 

Posters were displayed all over; asking Indians to quit Sikkim and grant of 

full Independence to her. The leaders spit venom on India and the Indian 

Government. Indians in Sikkim, soldiers, businessmen, diplomats and 

O fficials were greatly perturbed (worried) by the increasing anti-Indian 

sentim ent o f the United Front and other S i k k i m e s e . T h i s  caused a lot of 

scare among Indians and a report o f the Political Officer, Foreign Secretary 

T.M. Kaui had to rush from Delhi to Gangtok. He, however, was coolly 

(warmly) received at the Palace and had to depart just w ithin 24 hours. The 

attitudinal change of the Palace was evident.

In May, 1971 a high powered delegation o f Sikkimese Officials 

visited New Delhi for talks and discusses over Sikkim ’s Fourth Five Year
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Plan. The Chogyal also had visited Delhi from time to time to guide the 

Sikkimese delegation.*®^ The proposed plan outlay was as high as Rs. 26 

crores ($34.66 million), which was 5.63 crores ($7,506 million) more than all 

the money spent for the previous three plans put together. Besides, the 

account this time was on revenue earning projects so that Sikkim could 

develop self-generating economy.*®* After a hard bargaining with Delhi, the 

plan was pruned down to R s.l8  and half crores ($24.66 million) and the 

revenue earning Projects were mercilessly slashed. To cap it all, Sikkim was 

asked to contribute a part of the outlay so that it would have, according to the 

technical term used in Delhi, ‘a sense o f participation’ was n e e d e d . T h e  

United Front also took up the issue. Eventually, the outlay rose steeply and 

stopped a trifle short o f the original Rs. 26 crores. As the Sikkimese were 

satisfied,, a number o f Indian Officials had to be increased in order to 

successfully implement the Fourth Five Year Plan o f Sikkim.

During this period the anti-India campaign was going on the 

Sidlon  (Prime Minister in the Sikkimese language) o f Sikkim. I.S. Chopra was 

busy for planning for his own comfortable retirement and amassing money 

and material by being a willing tool in the hands o f the Chogyal who wanted 

to further his anti-India designs. There was evidence that Chopra was aware 

o f all the anti-Indian moves but he only connived at them.^“* Chopra not only 

fanned the ChogyaPs ambition for Independence, but also made him to 

believe that with his influence in the External Affairs Ministry at Delhi, he 

would get the Indo-Sikkim Treaty revised to the advantage o f Chogyal, get a 

title o f  “His M ajesty” for the Chogyal from the Government o f India and also 

secure entry o f Sikkim in the United Nations Organisation. Ultimately 

Chogyal was lulled by these false hopes o f the Chopra and was only to glad to 

propitiate him with early presents now and then.~°^

Chopra’s Sidlon-shi^ (Prime M inistership) goes down with 

corruption, nepotism and communalism in the history o f  Sikkim. However, 

Chogyal took over him self the direct control of administration from June 1, 

1972 and the Sidlon relinquished the Executive functions o f his Office with 

effect from May 31, 1972.^°^
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Moreover, strong unpleasant feelings, tired o f the misrule and 

rampant corruption in the Government, the Sikkim National Council (SNC) 

had already issued a strongly worded bulletin on January 28, 1972 criticising 

the Ruler {Chogyal) and his day to day failing a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . O n  the other 

hand, the resented leaders o f other Political Parties in the Executive Council; 

as if  they felt that being a member o f the Executive Council, the Sikkim 

National Council (SNC) could not criticise its own administration rather it 

would be iike running with the hare and hunting with the hounds. As the 

matter was taken up in the Council and on a motion from the Sikkim National 

Council (SNC) leader Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa was censured, issued 

v/arrants under IPC against Kazi and D.B. Gurung (under whose name the 

Bulletin had appeared), which led to exit from the State Executive Council 

(S E.C) on May 28, 1972. Now, they had no way our except to flee from 

Sikkim.^®' Gurung later surrendered in the court o f law and pleaded his 

innocence admitting the fact that the bulletin was the handiwork o f  the Kazini 

and Nar Bahadur Khatiwada, the stormy petrel o f the Party. M eanwhile, Kazi 

Lhendup Dorjee set his itinerary for Europe along with his wife Eliza Maria 

Kazi.2°^

The history o f Sikkim is incomplete without, the mention of 

Kazini, the second wife o f Kazi Lhendup Dorjee, who performed her 

significant roles in Sikkim’s democratic movement and liberation from feudal 

order. Kazini, was Elisa Maria Langford Rae, before her marriage was born to 

Belgian parents and educated in Scotland. First, she was married to a Police 

Officer in the Imperial Colonial Service and through her husband she got 

opportunities travelling far and wide in the European continent except the 

U.S.S.R. Later she got separated through her English husband and during one 

of her visits to Delhi, she fell in love with Kazi at the first sight and both of 

them got married in the Court of Law before a Delhi M agistrate.^”^

After K azin i’s arrival in Sikkim, she was very much moved by 

the appealing conditions of misery and destitute Population o f Sikkim. She 

took upon her task of social service and politics for better future o f  the people
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and always dedicated herself shoulder to shoulder with her husband, the Kazi 

Saheb, acting as his friend, philosopher and guide through thick and thin.“ * 

Some ways even suggest that her opposition to the Chogyal had become more 

articulate and punchy soon after he married with Hope Cook, the American- 

born Gyalmo (the queen) in the Sikkimese Bhutia language. A sort o f Anglo- 

American tug of war erupted between the two ladies both trying to outdo each 

other, American for the Chogyal and English for the people. The edge o f the 

fight became all the more sharp when Kazi was warranted and forcefully 

ordered to leave Sikkim. Thereafter, their house at Kalimpong (W est Bengal) 

became the frequent meeting place (ren-de-zvous) o f  the Statesmen, 

Journalists and Politicians looking for facts or fiction about Sikkim which she 

doled out with ease and poise with every peg o f whisky. All Political missions 

were directed from her residence.

After the Fourth General Elections, events moved very fast in 

Sikkim. In August 1972, the Janata Party merged with the State Congress to 

form the Sikkim Janata Congress. Shortly afterwards the National Congress 

led by D.B. Tiwari and the Rajya Praja Sammelan led by K. C. Pradhan also 

merged with the Sikkim Janata Congress. Only Sikkim National Congress, led 

by Kazi Lhendup Dorjee, remained outside the Janata Congress Bloc.^'°

The birth o f the Sikkim Janata Congress spelt danger not only to 

the Chogyal and the Sikkim National Party, but also to the Government o f 

India and ‘special interests’ of India in Sikkim. The new Party became very 

active in its Political campaigning and against Government o f India for the 

“dirty role”, it had played deliberately in introducing communalism in Sikkim 

Politics and "murdering” the incipient democracy in Sikkim.^'^ The Sikkim 

National Congress under the leadership o f Kazi Lhendup Dorjee had been the 

greatest ally as well as the agent o f Government o f India. Moreover, no leader 

or Party was better well equipped than Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa or 

the Sikkim National Congress to pull away Nepali voters from the Sikkim 

Janata Congress.
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The three Parties, the Sikkim National Party, the Sikkim Janata 

Congress and two Sikkim National Congress launched their election 

campaigns. A sizeable number of youths attached itse lf to the Sikkim 

National Congress and the Sikkim Janata Congress. M ostly they were the 

Nepalis who had been frustrated with the deteriorated conditions in Sikkim. 

These impatient and frustrated youths supported to the Political Parties viz., 

Sikkim National Congress and Sikkim Janata Party, both o f which pledged for 

the introduction of sound democratic Principles, Institution and abolition of 

Parity Formula, a communal voting -  device in Sikkim.

On September 23, 1972, the Polling dates for the new elections 

were announced so as to form the new Council already scheduled from

January JO lo 23, 1973."-'* When the Polls were over, the counting o f  votes or 

tickets began on 29 January, 1973. On February 2, a Sikkim National 

Congress (SNC) member discovered that some of the votes poiled ai Rabong 

Polling Station were defective which resulted in heated exchanges between 

the members of Sikkim National Congress (SNC) and Sikkim National Party 

(SNP). Unfortunately, it took a communal turn and then the counting o f votes 

was boycotted. The next day, the Sikkim National Congress (SNC) and 

Sikkim Janata Congress (SJC) leaders jointly accused the administration of 

rigging the election. They submitted a written protest to the Chogyal, the plea 

went on deaf ears. However, a joint meeting of Sikkim National Congress 

(SNC.) and Sikkim Janata Congress (SJC) was held criticising the election 

machinery and demanding for "one man., one vote', and complete abolition of 

Parity Formula}'"^
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TABLE - 1

SIKKIM COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS, FEB. 15, 1973

Party Bhutia/
Lepcha

Nepali Tsong Scheduled
Castes

Sangha General Total

Sikkim
National
Party
(SNP)

7 2 - I 1 - 11

Sikkim
National . 3 1 . 1 5
Congress
(SNC)

Sikkim
Janata - 2 - . - - 2

Congress
(SJC) 7 7 I 1 1 1 18

Source : Sengupta, N. State Government and Politics : Sikkim, New Delhi, 
Sterling Publications, Pvt. Lid. 1985, p. 91. As cited in Sikkim 
Darhar Gazette, Ex. Gaz. No. 29, dt. 15.02. 1973.

From Table -  I, the Sikkim National Party emerged as the 

biggest Party in the Councii with 11 seats, Sikkim National Congress retained 

its 05 seats; while Janata Congress trailed behind with only 02 seats. The 

result gave a big jo lt to Sikkim National Congress (SNC) and Sikkim Janata 

Congress (SJC) and that they became more vocal in charging the Palace of 

rigging the election in favour of Sikkim National Party (SNP). It led to the 

arrest o f K.C. Pradhan, President, Sikkim Janata Congress (SJC). ft was the 

end o f patience o f the local people. Ultimately, it resulted in organising the 

precession and squatted at the Palace-lawns to register their p r o t e s t . A b o u t  

2,000 people squatted on the Palace-lawns for a couple o f days. However, the 

Chogyal inaugurated the newly elected State Council on March 28, 1973. But, 

Sikkim Janata Congress Councillors boycotted it. The Chogyal once again did 

not think and plan to take immediate steps to meet the demands o f two
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prominent Parties. Further, two youth leaders went on hunger strike on the 

Palace lawn and became instant heroes.

Further, the Sikkim National Congress and the Janata Congress 

joined their hands together and formed a Joint Action Committee (J.A.C). 

Their agitation rocked the kingdom and engulfed it with Political turmoil. 

The Joint Action Committee with Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa as its 

Chairman issued an ultimatum to the Chogyal that if  its demands were not 

met by April 4, 1973, the 50"*'* Birth Day o f the Chogyal, being observed as his 

‘Golden Jubilee Year’, an agitation would be called on to get the demands 

fulfilled and Birthday Celebration would be prevented.^'^ The Palace did not 

respond anything to it. Hence, people from distant places started reaching 

Gangtok from different parts of the State since the evening of April 3, 1973, 

out for a showdown with the Government. Next day, the streets o f Gangtok 

were full of Public right from the morning and anti-C/iogya/ slogans echoed. 

For sometimes, the war o f attrition between demonstrators and public went 

on. As the situation grimed and grew out o f  c.ontroi."'^'' On April 5, 1973, a 

much bigger mob marched on Gangtok which put the Police and other 

Officials in a very inconvenient and uncomfortable position. The warrant o f 

arrests were issued against Kazi and some other leaders and Officials was had 

taken refuge inside the India House. Meanwhile, the news flashed Delhi and 

Avatar Singh, Secretary, External Affairs Ministry reached Gangtok to study 

the situation over there.

The law and order having been gone out o f control, the Chogyal 

requested to the Indian Government to take charge o f the law and order o f the 

State and later requested them to take over the administration. The leaders o f 

the Joint Action Committee (JAC) also requested the Government o f India to 

intervene in order to save the innocent people o f Sikkim from the ruthless 

repression o f Darbar, determined to strike down the demand for democratic 

rights o f people. To handle this worsened situation, the Political Officer took 

over the administration and the Indian Army maintained the Law and 

Order.2^^
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Later, the Government o f India sent B.S. Das, who was 

appointed as the Chief Administrator (Chief Executive Officer) o f Sikkim.^^^ 

However; this agitation completely transformed the direction o f Political life 

in the State. A tripartite agreement between the Chogyal, leaders o f Political 

Parties in the kingdom and the Government o f  India was signed on May 8, 

1973, about the administrative and Political setup o f the State o f Sikkim at 

Gangtok. At present, the Chogyal was made merely a Constitutional HefCJ. 

The agreement ensures for the establishment o f a fully responsible 

Government in Sikkim, with a more democratic Constitution, guarantee of 

Fundamental Rights, Rule o f Law, Independent Judiciary and Greater 

Legislative and Executive Powers for the elected representatives o f the 

People.

On April 13, 1973, the Chogyal refuted a charge o f  some 

interested Parties including China that the agitation was directed by India or 

any o f  its agencies. The Chogyal said, “Indian Army did not take over the 

adm inistration forcibly as alleged, but it had come on my own request.”^’^

Beginning o f New Era in Sikkim

Sikkim’s landscape has changed considerably since 1973. All 

the important Parties in Sikkim have reiterated in the Tripartite Agreement on 

the need o f the strengthening the Indo- Sikkim Cooperation and inter

relationships. They have reaffirmed that the Government o f India is solely

responsibk. for the defence and territorial integrity o f  Sikkim and for the 

conduct and regulation of the external relations of Sikkim whether Political or 

economic or financial once again the Government o f  India reaffirm ed their 

determination to discharge these and other responsibilities for the overall 

benefit o f the Sikkimese.^^^

The May 8, 1973 Agreement deals prim arily with the social. 

Political, Constitutional and administrative problems o f the kingdom and the 

aforesaid agreement devolves upon the three Parties. The responsibility of not
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only maintaining good administration, but ensures for further development o f  

Constitutional Government in the Kingdom.

(for details, please see Appendix -  II).

Therefore, the 1973 Agreement is an extension o f the Treaty o f

1950. It has brought to a fruitful completion of work that was already begun 

in 1950. If the Treaty o f 1950 was signed by the Parties, the Government o f 

India and the Chogyal, the 1973 Agreement carries the agreement o f three 

Parties, viz., the Government of India, the Chogyal (king) and the then 

prominent Political leaders and Parties o f  Sikkim.

Election for the New Assembly : 1974 :

The Political turmoil that rocked the State ultimately led to the 

signing o f the Tripartite Agreement o f May 8, 1973. The agreement, 

postulated for the formation of a responsible Government with wider 

Legislative and Executive powers for the elected representatives o f the 

people. On July 4, 1974, the Chogyal signed the Proclamation at a function 

organised at the Palace which read, “I hereby approve the Government o f 

Sikkim Bill for Proclamation with my formal assent and under my seal and 

s i g n a t u r e . T h e  ceremony was attended by India’s Foreign Secretary, 

Kewal Singh, Political Officer K.S. Bajpai, C hief Executive Officer B.S. Das, 

leader of the Congress, Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa and other members 

o f the Assembly including Senior Officials o f both Government of Sikkim and 

Government o f India.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chogyal extended his Cooperation 

to the Assembly Members. The Chogyal said, “This is our country, these are 

our own people and we have to work together for progress and establishment 

o f  a democratic Government in the State. W hatever misunderstanding there 

was, has been removed. We look forward for more constructive period for the 

benefit o f the c o u n t r y . E m o t i o n a l l y ,  the Kazi spoke in Nepali and thanked 

the Chogyal for signing the Bill and he described this day as the ‘RED 

LETTER DAY’ in the history o f Sikkim. “With the assent o f Chogyal, the
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confrontation has ended ushering in an era o f Janata Raj in the State; our 

dream is fulfilled”, he said?^^

Further, reciprocating the sentiments expressed by the Chogyal, 

Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa said : “We should forget and forgive 

everything. We should cooperate with the people to give a good 

administration to the State. There should not remain any bad blood.”

The ceremony ŵ as attended by India’s Foreign Secretary, Kewal 

Singh, Political Officer K.S. Bajpai, Chief Executive Officer B.S. Das, leader 

of the Congress, fCazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa and other members of the 

Assembly including Senior Officials o f both Government o f Sikkim and 

I n d i a . T h e  whole ceremony took place only for seven minutes during which 

a landmark event had occurred. A monarchy had been converted into a 

democracy and a populace o f  two lakh strength had achieved its 

ConstituEiona! Rights denied to it for ages. Here, a new Sikkim was born. 

After a long struggle, a system o f election based on the basis o f the principle 

o f  one man -  one vote was established. Further, it was agreed that there 

should be an Assembly in Sikkim with a term of its Office for a maximum 

period o f 04 years. Moreover, the Elections would be conducted under the 

supervision of a representative o f  the Election Commission of India, who 

would be appoijifed for the purpose, by the Government o f  Sikkim. 

Accordingly, for the first time, Sikkimese people went to the poll to elect 

their members of A.ssem.biy under a new system based on the principle of one 

man -  one vote.
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TABLE -  II

SIKKIM ASSEMBLY ELECTION RESULTS : 1974

Name of the Party No. o f Elected Members

1. Sikkim Congress

2. Sikkim National Party

3. Independent Candidates

31 (including 03 unopposed) 

01 

00

Source : Ibid., p. 95. As cited in Sikkim Darbar Gazette, Ex. Gaz., No. 55, 
dated 30.04. 1974 and the Ex Gaz. No. 29, dated 05.03. 1974.

From the above table, it shows that the Sikkim Congress made a 

clean sweep by capturing 27 seats out o f 28 contested seats. Karma Gampo 

Lama, had won the Sangha (Monastery) seat and was also from the Sikkim 

Congress Party.

Three of the Sikkim Congress candidates including its President 

Kaz! Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa were declared elected unopposed. The three

Constiraencies already declared elected unopposed were from Tashiding, 

Chakung and Ratey Pani-West Pendarn. ,A.s such, the Sikkim Congress won ail 

the Assembly seats except one'^^®

The verdict o f the People, as resulted through voting, could be 

taken as a clear mandate in favour of democracy, social and economic justice 

for which the Sikkim Congress stood.^^^ Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa 

was elected as the leader of the Sikkim Congress Legislative Party in the 

newly constituted A s s e m b l y . O n  May 10, 1974, the newly Constituted 

Sikkim Assembly was inaugurated by the Chogyal. Later, a Constitution, 

popularly known as the Government of Sikkim Bill, 1974 was adopted by the 

Sikkim Assembly. The Government of Sikkim Bill having been assented to by 

the Chogyal, a Council o f M inisters had to be constituted. Accordingly, the 

Chogyal appointed a four member Council o f M inisters in July 1974, with 

Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa as the Chief Minister.
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However, the Ministry, in no time, came into conflict with the 

Chogyal. The tiny State lost its identity as a Protectorate, first by being an 

Associate State and later by completely merging with and there by becoming 

a Constituent State o f India on May 16, 1975

Finally, the Sikkim Assembly, formed through the Elections o f 

1974 with 32 members, became the Legislative Assembly o f the State o f 

Sikkim duly elected under the Constitution. Sikkim was allotted one seat in 

the Lok Sabha and the whole o f Sikkim formed one Parliamentary

Constitutency.^'^^

Thus, Sikkim entered into a new phase of Political Institution 

since May 16**', 1975. The integration o f Sikkim with the Indian Union had 

fulfilled the mission, and the then leaders during 1947-50, which attained 

after 25 years o f  their continuous struggle. Further, the Sikkimese people 

have gone through a different Political experiences and turmoil in the post

merger period. However, for emotional integration, it took a long journey.

A B rief D em ographic Profile  of Sikkim 

According to H.H. Risley (The Gazetteer o f Sikkim), the first 

authentic Census in Sikkim was conducted in February, 1891. '̂ '̂*

Thus, it is significant to note that the total Population o f Sikkim 

was 30,458 including 5,762 Lepchas, 4,894 Bhutias, 3,356 Limbus and 15,458 

Nepalis.^"^^ The remaining figure as 988.

The decadal growth rate o f Population of Sikkim from 1951-61 

was 17.76 percent and from 1961-71 was 29.38 percent. While it was much 

more 50.77 percent, in the decade of 1971-81. '̂'^®

According to 1991 Census, the total Population is 4,06,457 out 

o f which Scheduled Castes Population is 24,084 and Scheduled Tribes 

Population is 90,901. The number o f females per thousand males is 878. The 

number o f occupied residential houses is 26,238 and the total number of 

households is 76,329. Further, the Census figures show the marginal workers 

as 4,329, non-workers as 2, 37,736 and in other services as 22,074. The 

decennial growth rate for 1981-91 is 28.47 and the literacy rate is 56.94%.^'*^
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Decadal Change in Distribution of Population

Table -  III

Name o f State/
D istrict/
Sub-Division

Percentage decadal 
Variation (1981-91)

Population

Percentage o f
Urban
Population

1981 1991

T ota l R ural U rban T ota l Rural U rban Total R ural U rban T ota l 1981 1991

1 2 3 4 5 6 : 7 8 1 9 1 0 1 1 12

Sikkim 31638S 265301 51084 406457 369451 27006 28.47 39.26 - 27.56 ■ 16.15 9.10

North
District 264S5 2S67S 780 31240 30437 803 18.09 18.55 2.95 2.95 2.57

C S u n g -
thang
Sub-
Divison

- - - 7033 7033 - - " -

Mangan
Sub-
D ivision

= - • 24207 23404 803 - - - 3,32

East
D istrict IJ7862 95520 43242 178452 146580 31872 28.60 53.45 - 26.29 31.16 17.86

Gangtok
Sub-
D ivision

- - - 137070 205198 31872 - - ■ - 23.25

Pakyong
Sub-
D ivision

- - - 4I3S2 41382 - -

South
District 75976 706U 5365 98604 96035 2569 29.78 36.01 - 52.12 7.06 2.61
Namchi
Sub-
D ivision

- - - 63327 60958 2569 - - - 4.04

Ravang
Sub-
D ivision

- - - - 35077 35077 - - - - -

W est
District 7S192 73495 1697 98161 96399 1762 30.53 31.16 3.83 2.26 1.80

Gyal-
shing
Sub-
D ivision

- - 50353 49636 717 - - - - 1.42

Soreng
Sub-
D ivision

- - - 47808 46763 1045 . - - ' 2.19

Source : INDIA : Census o f  India, Directorate o f  Census Operations, Sikkim, 
Series No. 22, 1991, p. 42.
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The above Table -  III shows us detailed comparative figures 

about the State Population scenario between 1981 and 1991 Census, such as 

their rate o f variations with urban rural break-up and the percentage o f Urban 

Population. Accordingly, there has been a growth o f 28.47% to the total 

Population o f the State during the decade 1981-91. The growth rate in rural 

Population has been recorded as 39.26% while there has been a negative 

growth o f (-) 27.56% in the urban P o p u l a t i o n . I t  is also seen that the total 

percentage o f urban Population that was 16.15% in 1981 has come down to 

9.10% in the 1991 Census. This negative growth in the urban Population of 

the State is mainly due to the readjustment in the area o f  towns as compared 

to that o f  1981. In the other side every district has recorded growth in the 

rural Population, highest being 53.45% in the East D istrict followed by 

36.01% in the South, 31.16% in the West and 18,55% in the North District. 

Similarly, two districts viz.. North and the West recorded the growth of 

2 .9 5 % -and 3.83% in the.urban Population while East and the South Districts 

have shown fall in the urban Population by (-) 26.29%  and (-) 52.12% 

respectively. The highest ratio o f urban Population has been recorded in the 

East D istrict with 17.86% which comprises 86% o f the State’s urban 

Population.
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Table -  IV 

Census of Sikkim -  2001 : A Glance

Population

Persons 540,851
Male 288,484
Female 252,367
Sex Ratio 875
Urban Population 59,870
Rural Population 480,981
Scheduled Caste 27,165
Population (Male = 13,807; Female = 13,358)
Scheduled Tribe 1,11,405
Population (Male = 56,940; Female = 54,465)
Density o f Population 76
(Per Sq. Km)
No. o f Households 114,223
Household Size 4.7

Population (0-(5 age
groups

Persons 78,195
Male 39,842
Female 38,353
Percentage in total 14.5
Population
Sex Ratio 963

Literates
Persons
Males
Females

Main Workers 
Persons 
Males '
Females

No.
318,335
189,060
129,275

No.
263,043
165,716

97,327

Category of Workers N o.
Cultivators 131,258
Agricultural Labourers 17,000
HMI Workers 4,219
(Household industry Workers)
Other Workers 110,566

Rate
6 8 .8%
76.0%
60.4%

In %
48.6 
57.4
38.6

In % 
49.9

6.5
1.6

42.0

Source : INDIA Primary Census Abstract, Census o f India, 2001, Sikkim 
Series No. 12, Directorate o f Census Operations, 2001, Sikkim, 
pp .15,19 and 21.
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Table -  V

Sikkim at a Glance : 2005 -  2006 (State Socio-Economic Census)

SI.
No.

Items Sector Units Sikkim

State No 581546
Male No 302854

Female No 278692
Rural No 532433

1 Population Male No 276502
Female No 255931
Urban No 49113
Male . No 26352

Female No 22761
State No 111830
Rural No 102009

2 Households Urban No 9821
Household Persons per HH 5.20

Size
3 Density of Population State Persons per sq.km. 82

State % 80.66
Male % 86.04

■ 4 Literacy Female % 74.76
Rural % 79.82
Urban % 89.41

5 Sex Ratio State Female per 1000 920
male

6 Scheduled Tribes Popularion No 218387
7 Scheduled Castes Population No r 38055
8 Most Backward Population No 136266

Classes
9 Other Backward Population No 135501

Classes
10 Others Population No 53337
11 Workers State No 210824
12 Non-Workers State No 370722
13 Gran Panchayat Unit State No 166
14 Panchayat Ward State No 905

Source : Sikkim, Socio-Economic Census 2005-2006, Gangtok, Department of 
Economics, Statistics, Monitoring & Evaluation, Government of 
Sikkim, 2005, p. 14
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Table -  VI

Community wise State Population: 2005 -  2006
(State Socio-Economic Census)

Social Group Population Remarks
Male Female Total

Scheduled Tribe 111620 105802 217422 37.38
Scheduled Caste 19685 19064 38749 6.66
Other Backward Class 69010 65902 134912 23.19
Most Backward Class 69869 66556 136425 23.45
General 32668 21370 54038 9.29

State ^ 0 2 8 5 2  1 278694 581546

Source : Ibid, p. 14.

A B rie f D escription of the E thnic Com m unities of Sikkim

The Lepchas

Population of Sikkim is prim arily constituted by the Lepchas, 

the Bhutias and the Nepalis ethnic groups. The original inhabitants o f  Sikkim 

are the Lepchas or the Rongpas.^^® However, the Encyclopedia Britannica, 

Vol. 21 states that “three important Tribes viz. The Noong, Chang and Mon -  

are believed to have inhabited Sikkim in pre-historic times, (Source : 

Government of Sikkim, Report o f  the Sikkim Commission for Backward 

Classes, Gangtok, March 2008, p. 17). Since there was no central Political 

power and the country was ruled by the local Lepcha c h i e f s . A  few Lepcha 

and Limbu legends do speak of something o f  the ancient Sikkim, but nothing 

has so far been proved historically. In pre-Buddhist era, prim itive people 

lived there. According to one account, they were the Kiratas, the then Rulers 

o f N e p a l . L a t e r  on Padamasambhava, the architect o f tantric Buddhism in 

Tibet is supposed to have sojourned in Sikkim on his way to Tibet. Natural 

influence can be that Buddhism brought civilization to S i k k i m . T h e  

Lepchas or as they call themselves, the Rongpa (ravine folk), claim to be 

autoch-thones o f Sikkim proper. Above all, they are woodmen o f the woods,
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knowing the ways of birds and beasts and possessing an extensive zoological 

and botanical nomenclature o f their own.^ "̂* They are people o f a mild, quiet 

and indolent disposition, loving solitude and their homes are found in most 

inaccessible places, in the midst of forests, if  possible and seldom above an 

elevation o f 4000 ft.^^  ̂ They are also very improvident, living from hand to 

mouth, with abundance when the crops are good, but once the supply is eaten- 

up, going often in the divest straits, picking up what they can in the jungle till 

the next crop ripens.^^^

The Lepchas had a subsistence life o f hunting and collecting 

(food gatherer). The village was the most important territorial unit in the 

social system of the clans and tribal e n t i t i e s . T h e  influential village 

headmen assumed the leadership of the cians, which used to be hereditary. To 

avoid inter-clan and inter-tribal feiids,, they used to negotiate polyandrous 

marriages with the Limbus, the Mangars, the Sherpas, the Bhutias and the 

Dukpas.^^* The Lepchas animistic priests were a combination o f holy 

specialists, magicians and medicine men. The Lepchas’ most important 

festival was the worship o f the Khang-Chen-Dzonga Summit (the Guardian- 

deity o f  Sikkim) as the above of the spirits o f  the Lepchas Bon religion. 

Before adopting Buddhism or Christianity as their religion, the earliest 

Lepcha settlers were believers in the Bon faith or M um  faith. This faith was 

basically based on spirits, good and bad. They worshipped spirits o f  

mountains, rivers and forests. The well known deities o f the Lepchas are 

Itbumoo, Rom, Itbu Debu Rom, Kongchenkonglo and Tamsang thing. Among 

the Muns, and Bongthings, some attain high proficiency; while others turn out 

to be just ordinary and f u n c t i o n a r y . T h e  Muns, who attain a high degree of 

spiritual enlightenment are considered competent to perform the Sanglyon  (or 

after death ceremony) and leading the souls to Rumlyang or heaven. They are 

o f top grade known as Pilon or Pildon Mun?^^

The Lepchas believe in belonging to five clans. They are 

Syangden Mu, Lingsing Mu, Himu Mu, Karthak Mu and Thinkung Mu. They 

have no caste distinction. There are certain other names o f clans based on the
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places o f their residence. In the past polyandry was prevalent among the 

Lepchas.^^^

The three distinct religious faiths are now found among the 

Lepchas. They are those :

(a) animists who still cling to their traditional belief and culture;

(b) who have adopted Buddhist faith; and

(c) Who are Christian converts.

The Lepchas have their own language. It is believed to be one o f 

the oldest languages of the hill dialects belonging to Tibeto-Burmese 

o r i g i n . I n  the historical past, the Lepchas possessed their rich culture and 

literature; but with the advent o f the Tibetans and thereafter, the process o f 

Tibetanisation, the oldest Lepcha literature, art and culture was destroyed.^^^ 

Later on, a new Lepcha alphabet was introduced by the Ruler Chakdor 

Namgyai and then some o f the Tibetan religious books were translated into 

the Lepcha language.

Further, the Lepcha myihology says that their animistic priests 

“were tricked into bringing all their writings to the (Buddhist) Lamas, who 

mercilessly burnt the manuscripts and poisoned them .. “ It suggests that the 

animist Lepchas had been subjected to some harsh treatm ent at the hands o f 

the proselytizing L a m a s . However, this needs an intensive research work.

The Em ergence of Namgyai Dynasty

The Lepcha chiefs (Panu/Pano) ruled continuously till the 

Bhutias came to this country. The consecration o f Phuntsog Namgyai (Panche 

Namgey) as the first Bhutia Ruler o f Sikkim established Bhutia leadership in 

1642 under the influence o f Tibetan theocracy. In another material fact that 

the date o f his accession is given as 1641 A.D. (Source : Sikkim State 

Archives, Government o f Sikkim Gangtok, dated 20.10.2007 and the 

Gazetteer o f Sikkim, p .10.) The emergence of such Bhutia leadership was the 

first attempt at racial assimilation by the Bhutia settlers. Gradually, the
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Bhutia Rulers made conscious effort to promote inter-marriages with the 

Lepcha chiefs.^^^ “Since then, they profess Buddhism and generally they are 

very devotional. However, originally they worshipped to the spirits o f the 

mountains, rivers and forests, a natural outcome o f their surroundings. 

Leading solitary, isolated lives, everything would tend to foster such beliefs 

in a country where the mighty snows appear immortal, the raging torrents 

irritable, as though impelled by some unseen avenging spirit, combined with 

the curious shapes taken by everything when veiled in grey m ist and the ghost 

like and awesome forms to be met in the shadows of the damp dripping 

forests full o f phosphorescent stumps o f old trees scattered round in strange 

contortions, with the accompaniment o f the weird sound o f the wind, as it 

moans round some projecting crag or through some giant tree and where even 

the m elancholy cry o f the birds is pitched in a minor key, all must encourage 

such beliefs and leave a deep -  impression on the character o f the people who 

live amidst it”^̂  ̂ as White, J.C. describes it beautifully.

The Bhutias

Bhote is the ancient name for Tibet and all those who are of 

Tibetan origin are called Bhotias.^’® “Bhutias” entered into Sikkim from Tibet 

and Bhutan.^’ ’ The Tibetan herdsmen in search o f  new pasture, traders in 

search o f  new markets and Lamas in search o f new followers came along to 

settle in Sikkim. However, the Political control o f  Sikkim came into the hands 

of the Tibetans with the consecration o f the first King, Phuntsog Namgyal 

(Panche Namgey) in ) 642 and with the propagation o f Lam aist Buddhism 

during this time by Lha Tsen Chempo, the Tibetans might have migrated to 

Sikkim from a time much earlier than that.^’  ̂ It is believed that they sauntered 

into Sikkim about 700 years ago and established contacts with the Rongs or 

Lepchas as they were known then. Since, Bhutias -  followed Buddhism and 

had a much superior culture of their own as it was not difficult for them to 

impose their way of life on the R o n g s . T h e  matrimonial relations between 

the Tibetan nobles and Lepcha chiefs or Jongpons gave rise to a new affluent 

class o f  Kazis. The Sherpas are also considered as Hunters to have descended 

from the Bhutia-Lepcha cross group.
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The Bhutias are more assertive and industrious than the 

Lepchas. They are not so fond of isolation as the Lepchas and they prefer cold 

climate and high altitude to live in.^’  ̂ At present, a good number o f  them are 

found in Government jobs occupying positions o f  trust and responsibility.^’^

The Nepalis

Synonymously, the “Nepalis” or “Gorkhas”, refer to the same 

conglomeration o f people who had had their contacts with the Lepchas and 

Bhutias under far from congenial circumstances!^’’ By far the greater number 

o f  inhabitants to enter into Sikkim was the Nepalis or Pahariyas. (Source ; the 

Government of Sikkim, Report o f  the Sikkim Commission fo r  Backward  

Classes, Gangtok, March 2008, p. 17. Further, the Treaty o f  1861 encouraged 

British in developing their interests in Sikkim. In other words, B ritishers’ 

newly acquired powers gradually initiated converting the Ruler o f  Sikkim to 

share with them their cherished desire to open trade with Tibet. Since, the 

British also saw their own friends already placed in key position in Sikkim. 

Dewan Namgyal, Britishers’ arch enemy, was banished from Sikkim. The 

Treaty excluded not only banished Dewan, but also his blood relations from 

enjoying any office in S i k k i m . Tfie British were now' all sel: for the opening 

up o f Sikkim as a prelude to the next and more important step o f opening up 

Tibet. Sikkim in those days was still covered with dense forests. The Bhutias 

and Lepchas together formed a small Population. It always posed a question 

o f skilled manpower. It was at this stage that the solution to this problem was 

perceived (seen) by the British in encouraging the settlem ent o f  Nepalis on 

the unoccupied lands of Sikkim.^®°

Moreover, opinions differ as to how and why they moved into 

Sikkim and where there was enough land lying waste in Nepal itself. There 

are, however, no two opinions about the fact that the Britishers encouraged 

them much, to settle in southern parts of the State particularly in and around 

Darjeeling district, which then was a part o f Sikkim.^*' On the other hand, 

history has recorded the gallantry displayed by Gorkha soldiers in many a far-
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flung battlefield for the cause o f the British Empire. It was not long before 

the Gorkhas were the most trusted elements among the soldiers in India, their 

stock rising with every trial, the British Empire had to u n d e r g o . W h e r e v e r  

the Gorkhas were settled, they cleared the vast jungle, terraced the hill sides 

for the cultivation o f paddy and began a mode of agriculture that forms the 

very basis o f Sikkim’s economy. It was the Gorkhas who brought cardamom 

seeds from Nepal into S i k k i m . I n  other words, many of them discovered 

that the British Indian Government had created a situation in which they were 

not only welcomed, but also preferred as more useful compared to the 

‘natives’. Further more, they found that life was relatively comfortable and 

they could even save some surplus for their kinsfolk left behind the hills. 

The Nepalis are an industrious, energetic, sturdy and thrifty people who 

proved their excellence thereby, rising to important positions in business and 

administration.^*^

The Nepalis community is constituted o f different sub-cultural 

stocks with considerable differences in physique, characteristics and customs. 

Each tribe is sub-divided into many clans. The most important o f  these tribes 

and sects are : Limbu (Tsong), Gurung, Mangar, Rai, Tamang, Sherpa, Newar, 

Thami, Bahun, Chhetri, Thakuri, Kami, Damai, Sarki, Majhi, Sunuwar, Joshi, 

Sanyasi etc.^*^

Among the Nepalis sub-cultural stock, the tribe which Nepalis 

call “Limboo” and the Tibetans Ts ’ong-pa or merchants. They were the Chief 

cattle merchants in Sikkim. During those days, cattle used to be the chief 

import from the plains. But, the people call themselves yak thumba (yak- 

herds) or Ektambo. They have flatter faces, and much more markedly 

Mongoloids in feature than the Lepchas; though they have adopted the dress 

and externals o f Hinduism like most o f the other Nepalis t r i b e s . T h e y  seem 

to have shared with Lepchas the western half o f Sikkim, before the advent of 

the Tibetans and other Nepalis tribes. They were extended westwards into 

Nepal as far as the Arun river, which pierces the central-Himalayas, and by 

which possibly they have descended from the plateau o f Central Asia.^** The 

Limbus too believe that they originally came from Benaras. One o f their
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branches came via Lhasa and is called the Lhasa Gotra. Another branch 

which came from Benaras is called the Kashi Gotra and the third branch is 

called Baiphula.^^^

According to Sprigg, the word ‘Tshong’ or ‘Tsong’ is important 

because it occurs in the Tibetan phrase ''LHO-MON-TSONG-GSUM’, which 

identifies the TIBETANS, LEPCHAS AND LIMBUS as the three ORIGINAL 

RACES OF THE KINGDOM OF SIKKIM at the tim e o f the first Ruler 

iChogyal), (1642-1670 A.D.).”^̂ ° The Chogyal (Ruler) Palden Thondup 

reiterated that the Limbus as Tsongs were a distinct identity “ lumped’ with 

the Nepalis and as such since they were given a separate seat.^^* O f late the 

Limbus have been accorded the status o f Scheduled Tribes.

The Tamangs, unlike the majority o f  the Nepalis, profess 

Buddhism, and have recently been recognized as Scheduled Tribes.^”  

Previously Tamangs also were enumerated with Kirats. Tamangs in a similar 

way d their own Tamang identity and are represented as Nepalis in a 

broader context and they are regarded as equal to the other N e p a l i s . O n  the 

other hand, Sherpas were normally grouped with Kirati tribes in earlier 

periods. Though, the Sherpas are not assimilated into Nepalis caste hierarchy, 

yet they are represented as Nepalis in broader context. However, they have 

their own dialect and religiously they belong to Lamaist-Buddhism. 

Simultaneously, they maintain their Sherpa identity together with Nepalis 

identity. But, under the Constitution o f India, Sherpas are sub-summed under 

the term “Bhutia” and they are now recognized as Scheduled T r i b e . R a i ,  

Mangar, Gurung, Newar etc. who were previously regarded as Kirats are at 

present treated as middle caste among the Nepalis and they profess mainly 

Hinduism, and completely assimilated into the Nepalis culture. However, they  ̂

have developed their own dialects and written scripts.^^^

Finally, we find the minority among the residents o f Sikkim that 

is o f  plainsmen (business community). Numerically, it is a small group; 

however, they exercise considerable influence there. They are mostly traders
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and businessmen from Marwar (Rajasthan), Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, B ihar and 

Bengal and other parts o f India. Lastly, some Officials from other States have 

also reached here on All India Service appointments. Most o f these settlers 

from plain have retained their culture and social customs. They speak Hindi 

or their respective mother tongues i.e., Marwari, Punjabi or Bengali etc. as 

the case may be at their homes and mode o f  conversation/communication 

outside home is generally Nepali language. They generally do not encourage 

marriages with Bhutia and Lepcha, but marriages with Nepali girls/boys are
297not found uncommon.

Table VII 

Community-wise Demography (In percentage), Sikkim

Census 2001 : A Glance

1. Scheduled Tribe (Lepcha, Bhutia, etc. o f Sikkimese 
origin)

2. Scheduled Caste (Nepalis o f Sikkimese origin)

3. General Category (Nepalis of Sikkimese origin)

20 .6%

5.0%

74%

Source : Cited in Choudhury, Maitreyee, Sikkim -  Geographical Perspectives, 
New Delhi, Mittal Publications (India), 2006, p. 19. Primary Census 
Abstract, Sikkim, Census of India, 200 L

From the above table, the Scheduled Tribes (Lepcha, Bhutia 

etc.) constitute 20.6% o f the total Population o f Sikkim while the Scheduled 

Castes (Nepalis) constitute only 5.0%. In other words, more than 74% o f the 

total numbers o f persons living in Sikkim belong to general category (most of 

them are of Nepalis origin). Together with the Scheduled Castes, the Nepalis 

constitute about 79% of the total Population.

Since, the major ethnic groups living in Sikkim are the Lepchas, 

the Bhutias and the Nepalis. Besides, there are plainsmen, (like Marwaris,
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Biharis and others) and most o f whom are temporary residents o f the State. 

M ainly this community is regarded as the people who have come from outside 

to earn and exploit local people as expressed by S. K. Sarda and Suresh 

Agarwal o f Sikkim Chamber of Commerce. They further expressed that in 

Sikkim the business has flourished and discovered and brought new changes, 

but the same has been underestimated, who have refined the locals with no 

acknowledgement. The ultimate goal is development and the price is peace, 

understanding and mutual respect.(Author’s interview with S. K. Sarda & 

Suresh Agarwal o f Sikkim Chamber o f Commerce, Gangtok dated 14* 

Secember 2007.

Since, the Lepchas, the Bhutias, the Sherpas (and o f  late, the 

Limbus and the Tamangs), etc. are Scheduled Tribes, while a few of Nepalis 

service castes like Kami, Damai, Sarki, Majhi etc. are Scheduled Castes. The 

total number o f Scheduled Tribes in the State is 1,11,405 (excluding Limbus 

and Tamangs) and the corresponding figure for the Scheduled Castes is 

27,165 as per Census o f India, 2001.^^*

Sikkim  : E thn ic  Com m unities and Religious F a ith

The tribes and communities living in Sikkim follow Buddhism, 

Hinduism and Christianity. Though the early inhabitants o f Sikkim, viz., the 

Lepchas and the Limbus were not known to have great religious traditions. 

But, they practised various forms of nature worship. The Nepalis are 

predominantly Hindus, whiie the Bhutia, Lepcha, and some other Nepali sub

communities o f tribes like Tamang, Sherpa etc. are Buddhists. Besides, there 

are followers o f  their religion viz. M ohammedans, etc. Christianity from 

among the Lepcha, Bhutia and Nepali origin.^®®

Buddhism (Lamaism) entered into Sikkim with the advent of 

Bhutias from Tibet, and took a firm root in Sikkim with the establishment of 

Bhutia monarchy by early 17* century. The religion o f the new Rulers 

became the religion o f their subjects. However, Buddhism in Sikkim took the
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little traditions of animism and Bon religion, etc. into its fold and gave rise to 

local forms o f  B u d d h i s m .Mahayana Buddhism  is the State religion of 

Sikkim. But, the Sikkimese is allowed full freedom o f w o r s h i p . T h e  

majority o f  the Nepalis and most o f  the plains people profess Hinduism. 

Christianity made an appearance in the State during the British period, but 

could not flourish during the period due to the distance o f cultures. However, 

the influence o f Christian Missionary started to spread in the 20^’’ Century. At 

present many o f the Lepchas and other economically backward classes are 

found adopting Ch r i s t i a n i t y . S i k k i me s e  Buddhism is a product o f the 

Nyingmapa School o f Lamaist Buddhism. It is believed to be the oldest school 

being Guru Rimpoche him self as its founder. Lhatsum Chhembo, the patron 

saint who introduced Buddhism into the country was him self a Lama 

belonging to the old Nyingmapa. The other two Lamas who met him at 

Yoksum belonged to Kartokpa and Ngadkpa, both recognized as sub-sects of 

the Nyingrnapa?^'^

Besides, a section o f indigenous Lepchas and Tsongs practice 

nature worship (animism, Yumaism) and a small section o f  the Bhutia profess 

Bon religion, a precursor o f Buddhism in Tibet and Sikkim. The other 

important Asiatic religion Islam has very limited followers in the State of

Sikkim.^"®

It is interesting here to be noted that Sikkim does not have any 

Lama belonging to the yellow hat sect of the Gelugapa.^®^ The Buddhist 

Population o f the State comprises o f the Bhutias, Sherpas, Tamangs and a 

good number o f Lepchas who embraced Buddhism with the influence of the 

Bhutia Rulers. Even, a few Newars are found professing Buddhism in 

Sikkim.^' ’̂

In Sikkim the followers o f  Buddhism are divided into two sects, 

viz. Karma-pa and Nyingma-pa, o f which the latter is more popular and wide 

spread in Sikkim. The monasteries o f Pema Yangtse, Tashiding, Dubdi in the 

West, Namchi in South district, Lachan and Lachung in North district, and 

Deorali, Enchey etc. in the East district are the m ajor seats o f Nyingma-pa
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sect. Though most o f the Sikkimese Buddhists are the followers o f  Nyingma- 

pa  sect, and the Karma-pa sect. The Karma-pa  sect has greater influence in 

the East and South districts. The monasteries at Rumtek and Ranka in the East 

district and Ralong monastery in the South district are the seats o f Karma-pa

sect.^°*

Since, the majority of Nepalis are Hindus, while some o f them 

practice Buddhism and Christianity also. The Hindus follow many customs 

akin to majority o f the Indian Hindus, while Nepalis Buddhists are nearer to 

Tibetan Buddhists. As the Christian converts have, no doubt, introduced 

certain changes in their customs, but the old Hindu imprint is very much 

pronounced even now in their day to day l i v e s . Hinduism has spread 

wherever they settled and the majority o f Population o f the State o f  Sikkim is 

o f Nepalis. Most o f the Nepalis are worshippers and followers o f L ord Shiva. 

Thus, widely the Shiva temples are found every where with the Nepalis 

settlements. The Brahamins, Chhetrias, Thakuris, Newars, Rais, Gurungs and 

even Tsongs (Limbus) including almost all the service castes like Kami, 

Damai, Sarki etc. profess Hinduism.

A section o f Lepcha, Rai and some of the economically 

backward Nepalis castes o f the State have adopted Christianity. The 

indigenous Lepchas and Limbus, inspite o f their allegiance to the greater 

traditions o f  Buddhism and Hinduism, still follow the little traditions o f 

nature worship. The religious festivals o f  these two communities are usually 

based on obeisance paid to supernatural powers that they perceive to be 

associated with certain objects o f nature. Both the communities practice 

Shamanism (SHAMANISM -  practice o f religious faith healers). But, Risley 

is o f  the opinion that the word ‘Shamanism’ does not fit their religion. 

According to him, their religion is closely a kin to the ‘Pon’ (Von) religion of 

Tibet. According to Campbell, their religion is neither Hindus nor Buddhist, 

and it is very difficult to name the religion that they practice. Some of the 

Limbus prefers to name their religion as Yumaism, which in fact is much 

closed to Shamanisun.^"
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It is last but not the least that Buddhism arose in India and 

flourished there for about fifteen centuries, until it was forcibly suppressed by 

the Mohammedans invaders in the latter end of the 12* century A.D. Upto the 

7* century A.D. the people o f Tibet were without a written language and they 

were pure savages.^

The P ractice  of Tantricism  and  Lamaism

The Tantrikas teach yogism  and incantations addressed mostly 

to the female energies, by which men may gain miraculous powers which may 

be used for purely selfish and secular objects. Just as they assigned female 

“energies”, -  the Hindu Saktis or divine mothers as companions to most of the 

gods, wives were allotted to the several Buddhas and Bodhisatvas?^' At an 

early date Buddhists worshipped tree under which Buddhahood  was attained, 

and the movement which contained Buddha’s relics and the images o f these 

two objects together with the wheel as the symbol o f  teaching.

Northern-Buddhism had almost .reached this impure State, when 

it was introduced into Tibet about the middle o f  the 7* century A.D. Hiuen 

Tsiang states that the M ahay ana School then predom inated in India, and 

Tantrik  and mystic doctrines were appearing.

“Lamaism may be defined as Buddhism with a preponderating 

amount of mythology, mysticism and m a g i c . L a m a i s m  dates back from 

over a century later than the first entry o f Buddhism into Tibet, and in the 

meantime tantricism  had already increased. About the same time, the doctrine 

o f  the Kalachakra or Supreme Deity, without beginning or end, the source o f 

all things, {Adi Buddha -  Samautabhadva (Tib. Kun-tu-zang-po) was accepted 

by the L a m a s . T h e  Guru Padmasambhava, the ‘Lotus B orn’, also known as 

the Guru Rimpoche, brought Buddhism to Sikkim and Bhutan through Tibet 

in the eighth century. He was a teacher o f  mysticism at the Nalanda 

U niversity in the north o f India as was well versed in Tantricism , an amalgam 

o f Buddhism with prim itive beliefs and nature worship, then current in India. 

The Guru Rimpoche, whose fame as a mystic and teacher had spread across
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the Himalayas into Tibet, was sought after by the Tibetan king, Thi-Srong- 

De-tsan, who reigned from about A.D. 742 to 800.^’* It was during this period 

that Padma Sambhava first came to Tibet in connection with the building o f a 

Buddhist monastery in Tibet that was Samy’e (Sam-yas) monastery

In Sikkim, Lamaist religion is a real force that moulds the socio

cultural pattern o f the people belonging to these faiths. The powers and 

. influence o f the monasteries which are strongholds o f  Lamaism are 

instrumental devices. The monasteries are the centres o f all social activities. 

Since, the monasteries and the Lamas are involved in all occasions in the life 

o f a Buddhist family from birth to death. It is a common practice that the 

second son o f the most Bhutia and Lepcha families is dedicated to the 

M onastery in Sikkim.

The Ethnic Groups ; Socio-Cultural Norms and Community Behaviour

Sikkim is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and m ulti-culture State. 

Over the years, it has become home o f the Lepchas, Bhutias and the Nepalis. 

Each o f these ethnic groups has its own distinct community behaviour and 

socio-cultural n o r m s . I n  other words, communities, cultures, religions and 

customs o f different hues intermingle freely here in Sikkim to constitute 

homogeneous blend. Hindu temples co-exist with Buddhist monasteries and 

there are even a few Christian Churches, Muslim M osques and Sikh 

Gurudwaras. The pre-dominant communities are the Lepchas, Bhutias and the 

N e p a l i s . I n  urban areas many plainsmen like the M arwaris, Biharis, 

Bengalis, Punjabis and South Indians have also settled and they are mostly 

engaged in business sector and Government services. M oreover, a small part 

o f  the Population consists o f  migrant workers from the neighbouring States of 

Bihar, West Bengal and Nepal who are skilled workers for developm ent and 

constructional activities. Besides these, there are also a few thousand Tibetan 

Refugees settled in Sikkim.^^^

The original inhabitants o f  Sikkim are the Lepchas. Before 

adopting Buddhism or Christianity as their religion, the earliest Lepcha
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settlers were believers in the Bon faith or Mune faith. Mainly they worshipped 

to spirits o f mountains, rivers and forests. As it was natural for a tribe 

that co-existed so harmoniously with the rich natural surroundings. The well- 

known deities of the Lepchas are Itbumoo, Rom, Itbu Debu Rom, 

Kongchenkonglo and Tamsang Thing. One major festival o f the Lepchas is 

the Namsong which marks the beginning o f the new year.^^^ The Lepchas 

believe that when flood waters submerged, their ancestral land called Nye- 

me-yel (Sikkim), their ancestors climbed up the hills to find safer place in 

Mount Tendong.^^'* Till date, the Lepchas maintain this be lief that they owe 

their survival to Mount Tendong, which is located in the present South district 

(Namchi). The legends relating to the benevolence o f Mount Tendong and the 

relation of Rivers Teesta and Rangit are integral parts o f their religiosity and 

central to their festivity. Folklore apart, the influence o f Mount Khang-Chen- 

Dzonga, Mount Tendong, Teesta, Rangit and many other land marks o f the 

region are so deeply embedded in the psyche o f the Lepchas that they cannot 

imagine o f any land other than as their homeland.

Life in a Lepcha dwelling is very simple. They are fond o f 

games and sports and are very good at archery. The polyandry marriages are 

permitted amongst the Lepchas. However, this is now becoming very rare.^^^ 

The Lepchas are very intelligent, amicable and always cheerful. They are 

modest, extremely hospitable, sociable, innocent and humoured and very 

peace-loving.^^’

In Lepcha society, blood relation plays an im portant role in 

matters related to marriage and death. The social system o f the Lepchas 

approves only monogamous marriage at present. To the Lepchas, the 

daughters are precious and during marriage the groom has to pay the price for 

the bride. As a rule, marriage with cross or parallel cousins is forbidden. To 

them, the institution of marriage is sacrament. Divorce among the Lepchas is 

a rarity. However, the norms about widow-remarriage are quite liberal. 

Rather, it was compulsory even a few decades back.^^®
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The Bhutias are descendents o f Tibetans who entered into 

Sikkim some three to four hundred years back. Their ancestor, Khye-bum-Sar 

was a Prince or a Chief in the Kham province o f Tibet.^^^ According to H.H. 

Risley, “the descendants o f Khye-bum-Sar are divided into six families. But, 

with Khye-bum-Sar came other Tibetans or Kham-pas was founded the eight 

families . . . o r  the tribe o f “the eight respectable names”. In all there are, thus, 

fourteen original main families o f Tibetan origin in S i k k i m . L a t e r  on, the 

Bhutias brought Buddhism in Sikkim and were instrumental in establishing 

the Nyingma-pa and Karma-pa sects o f Buddhism.

Since, the Bhutia social structure is patriarchal. In the past, the 

practice o f polyandry was very common among them. But, w ith the passage o f 

time and spread of education, this practice finds no favour with the young 

modern Bhutias at present. Another peculiar thing is that there is no caste 

distinction among the Bhutias. The Bhutia women generally enjoy a great deal 

o f  independence and they are treated as equal to men. M arriage is normally 

arranged and settled by the parents.

In Northern Sikkim, where they are the major inhabitants, they 

are known as Lachenpas and Lachungpas. The Lachengpas and Lachungpas 

who mainly inhabit the areas around Lachen and Lachung respectively have 

their own traditional legal system known as Dzumsa to settle disputes. 

Dzumsa  means public meeting place and the village headman, who is known 

as the ‘Pipon ’ metes out justice and is chosen once in a year by the villagers -  

voting by the showing o f hands.

Among the ethnic groups, the social relationships o f  the Limbus 

are governed by a set o f norms, rituals and rites. Most o f  the Limbu families 

are patriiocal. They live with their parents even after marriage. Limbu 

m arriage is usually an arranged marriage that takes place in the houses o f the 

bridegroom. The Limbus believes in physical chastity and do not cohabit 

before marriage. Their marriage is exogamous, and marrying into same clan is 

strictly prohibited.
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Demographically, the Nepalis form the largest ethnic group in 

Sikkim. The Nepalis are a heterogeneous group. They consist o f many castes 

and sub-tribes o f which Bahun, Chhetri, Newar, Rai, Gurung, Tamang, 

Mangar, Sunwar, Bhujel, Thami. Thakuri, Kami, Damai, Sarki and Majhi are 

visible. Each o f  these exhibits diverse physical and cultural characteristics. 

While the Bahun, Chhetri and Newar belong to the so called upper castes o f 

Hindu Nepalis. On the other hand, the Kami, Damai, Sarki and Majhi are the 

Scheduled Castes. Other backward classes o f the region include Rai, Yakha, 

Gurung, Mangar, Sunwar, Bhujel, Thami and Thakuri, the Bahuns are the 

priests, while the Chhetries are traditional warriors. The Newars are the 

merchant class and have still retained their supremacy in trade and commerce 

even in this competitive markets.^^^

Since, Sikkim is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious State. The 

social structure Is not based solely on Hindu caste system as is prevalent in 

most o f the States in India. Each o f the ethnic groups has its own set o f dos 

and don’ts.^^^ The cultural activities o f the Lepchas, Limbus, Bhutias and 

other Nepalis have distinctive imprint o f their roots. However, due to the shift 

o f power from one group to other, the comparatively submissive and minority 

groups have lost much of their originality. For example, the Lepcha culture is 

partially assimilated with the Bhutia culture and partially with the Nepalis. 

Again, the Lepchas who have adopted Christianity are highly influenced by 

(western culture) Westernization. The Limbus too has adopted much o f Hindu 

culture under the influence o f the settled Hindu Nepalis. The Bhutias, though 

have retained the essence of a Tibetan culture and are found to have changed 

with the pace o f time.^^’

The Buddhists and Hindus, Christians and M uslim s celebrate 

and observe a number o f colourful festivals round the year according to their 

respective calendars. For example, the Buddhists celebrate Losar (the Tibetan 

New Year), Bumchu (a festival o f holy water in February-M arch), Lhabab 

Duchen (observed to celebrate the descent o f  Lord Buddha from Heaven), 

Saga Dawa  (the date o f birth, enlightenment and Nirvana o f Lord Buddha), 

Drukpa Tseshi (observed on the fourth day o f the sixth month in July of
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Tibetan Calendar year to celebrate the first summon of the Buddha at 

Sarnath).^^*

Similarly, the Hindu Nepalis o f  Sikkim observe and celebrate 

Maghey Sankranti (the day is°celebrated on the last day o f Magh (January), 

according to Nepalis Calendar), Kusey Aunsi (observed as ‘Father’s Day’ on 

New Moon in August-September, when fathers are worshipped by children 

and given presents), Dasain or Durga Puja (most important of all festivals o f 

the Hindu Nepalis o f Sikkim). This festival is celebrated in the month of 

Ashwin  (September-October), according to the Nepalis Calendar to worship 

Goddess Durga. Bhimsem Puja (worship o f Bhimd) is performed by Sunuwars 

at the time o f Dasain. The Puja is performed in jungle or in front o f  a stone 

and a hen is sacrificed. Tehar {Laxmi Puja), corresponding to Diwali 

celebrated in other parts o f India, when Goddess Laxmi is worshipped. This 

festival is observed in the month o f Kartik (October-November), according to 

Nepalis Calendar year for 5 consecutive days.^^^

Beside these, the tribal festivals like Pang Lhabsol (local Buddhist festival in 

honour o f Mount Khang-Chen-Dzonga, the guardian deity o f Sikkim, are held 

on the fifteenth day o f the seventh month o f the Tibetan calendar year

(August-September)?'*®

In Sikkim, the Lepchas and Limbus organise a number o f local 

tribal festivals. The important ones are Tendong Lho Rum Faat (worship o f 

M ount Tendong), Cha sok-Thisok (Harvest festival and worship o f Goddess 

Yuma). Yokwa (worship o f  Ancestors), Limbu New Y ear’s Day {Maghey 

Sankranti). Limbu cultural day, Srijanga’s Birth Anniversary, etc.^'^'

. Thus, some o f the festivals o f  Sikkim include the New Year 

Celebrations, Holi, the festival of colours and flowers, Christmas and 

Moharum. These are all o f recent acculturations and hybridization on Mother 

Soil o f  Sikkim by the influence o f the outsiders and permanent settlers, which 

are observed and celebrated with fervour and gaiety round the year.
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