
CHAPTER -  VII



The main conseaquences were as under

(a) Liberal flow of Plan Funds and Industrial Policy lapses of the State 

resulted a rampant corruption in the higher political circle and higher 

bureaucracy.

(b) Over dominance of certain section of people on the masses.

(c) Developed upperhand by the Business Community, which were the 

means o f miniting wealth to the high level politicians and higher 

bureaucracy.

(d) Inter-State migration to Sikkim and migration o f  Nepalese Nationals 

from Nepal accelerated (as there is no passport system to check);

(e) Denouncement o f Other Backward Class (OBC) Policy o f the Country

. (1984)^

Further, rampant corruption, Centralized administration, not being able 

to lead the team and very sensitive to handle the extension and 

implementation o f Central Income Tax in the State which was a very 

burning issue during that period^.

Moreover,, it seems that the SSP bagging 32 out o f 32 seats in 

the 1989 Assembly election was a result o f series o f  bloody campaigns. This 

was the most violently fought election in Sikkim ’s electoral history and more 

gruesome than the State-wide agitation of 1973 and the Congress (I) suffered

in the torture. * Even a bureaucrat of Direct Indian Administrative Service had 

to undergo ordeals and transferral.

The brute strength o f one hundred percent majority in the 

Assembly became the ultimate weakness because there was conspicuous 

absence o f constructive opposition that is an essential prerequisite o f a 

vibrant democracy. This made Bhandari to grow arrogant and ended up 

becoming a dictator like Suddam Hussain. As a matter o f  fact, the tiny State 

o f the Union Republic is perhaps due difference to the State’s past history
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prior to the merger. The Centre was a passive spectator to the incidents that 

have taken place during this period in Sikkim unobtrusively under the 

dictatorial rule o f Bhandari.'^

For 14 long years’ Bhandari had lived in ninth cloud and was 

unaware o f  the plights of the Sikkimese bulk that eke out their miserable 

existence living for below poverty line. However, by hook or crook he 

managed to win elections since 1979. But the 1989 election, it is believed, 

was a farce. Had he not replaced one and all ballot boxes, as it was alleged, it 

was impossible for SSP to win all 32 seats and that was a concocted victory.^

Pawan Chamling who was a close associate o f  Bhandari trying 

to search for democracy was removed from Bhandari’s Cabinet on flimsy 

grounds in June 1992. That was an arbitrary action and which marked the 

descent o f  Bhandari. Chamling the lone member constituted 3 percent 

opposition in the 1989-94 Assembly-both within and outside started gaining 

popularity with innate charisma became the new messiah o f the people o f 

Sikkim. Kazi Hindu Dorji pointed out to the Centre in his memorandum to the 

Prime M inister that the democratic rule, economic development and Rule of 

Law in Sikkim, during Bhandari’s rule have been consigned to flame. His 

appeal was that Sikkim should taste the fruits o f  democracy and her people so 

as to enjoy the fruits o f development. B.B. Gooroong in his short tenure 

accorded so an order to the CBI to pursue investigation o f  alleged charges of 

corruption against N.B. Bhandari. Under the Delhi Police Establishm ent Act, 

1946, it was directed by Gooroong’s Cabinet to take up cases by CBI for 

investsgafion relating to various offences committed by Bhandari. Further, it 

has been pointed out that Bhandari had acquired wealth disproportionate to 

his known source o f income in his name and his wife. In order to escape from 

the CBI probe on him, Bhandari approached Rajiv Gandhi for an 

unconditional merger of SSP with Congress (I) and requested to withdraw the 

CBI cases. When things were growing complicated for Bhandari with one side 

CBI case, the rise o f Pawan Chamling and withdrawal o f  Finance Bill by the 

Centre in relation to Income tax issue there appeared the Great Political 

upheaval headed by Sanchaman Limboo, on the other side.
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7.2 The Great Political upheaval of Sanchaman Limboo : A Political 
History of Sikkim -  1994 ^

A great and shrewd in his move Sanchaman Limboo, a close 

associate o f  N.B. Bhandari surprised all and removed Bhandari in a Political 

coup in the year 1994. Sanchaman Limboo, a Graduate o f North Bengal 

University who started his career as a school teacher, later Head M aster and 

an AEO of Education Department was active in Government Teachers’ 

Employees Association and Government Employees’ Association, Sikkim. He 

was first elected from Yoksom Constituency as an MLA in B handari’s newly 

founded Sikkim Janata Parishad and later in 1984 and 1989 as one of the 

founding Members o f Sikkim Sangram Parishad. First he was inducted as a 

Cabinet Minister o f  Health, Education and Industry. Left Bhandari in 1983 

and then he formed a new Party namely Sikkim United Council headed by 

Kazi Lhendup Doriee Khangsarpa. Reunited with Bhandari in 1984 he 

assisted in the formation o f Sikkim Sangram Parishad. Once again in the year 

1985 he was offered a CabiRet seat for one full term. From 1989 to 1994 he 

was not inducted in the Bhandari’s Cabinet but was made Chairman of Public 

A ccounts Committee o f the Assembly.

In the year 1983 he was dropped along with Sherab Palden in 

order to induct B.B. Gooroong and Ram Lepcha in the Bhandari’s Cabinet. 

When Bhandari got defected in Congress (I), Sanchaman remained aloof. In 

the gubernatorial coup Limboo welcomed removal o f  N.B. Bhandari as Chief 

M inister Sikkim, appointment of B.B.- Gooroong as C hief M inister and 

finally imposition of President’s Rule for the second time in the State in May 

25/26, 1984. His winning election from 1979 to 1989 was based on his local 

leadership, influence and Party work.

As a Cabinet M inister in 1979 and 1985 Sanchaman was 

instrumental for Sikkim; developing in education, health, industry and welfare 

activities. The Sikkim Times Corporation Ltd. was expanded. Free education 

upto college level was launched, increase in quota seats in the institutions of 

national importance for engineering and m edical sciences for the local

363



students to study outside the State , establishment o f Primary Health and Sub 

Centres in the State as a whole and inclusion o f Bhutia, Tibetan, Limbu, 

Lepcha languages in the school curriculum are some o f his achievements.

In the year 1980, when the Central Team for study o f OBCs in 

the State visited, the recommendations o f the team was not acceptable to 

N.B. Bhandari. In spite o f Supreme Court and the then Prime M inister’s 

directions Bhandari was not conceding to uplift the economically and 

socially downtrodden status o f OBC Nepalis -  which added to the anger of 

Sanchaman on Bhandari followed by the Income Tax issue, dictatorial; and 

tyrannical attitude o f  Bhandari, biased and dual treatm ent o f  Bhandari on 

tribals and Nepalis, anti-national attitude and anti-treatm ent o f Bhandari on 

tribals and Nepalis, anti-national attitude and anti-slogans against Indians by 

Bhandari finally increased the wrath o f Limboo. The immediate cause o f the 

Political coup and great upheaval o f 1994 was attributed to the withdrawal of 

Finance Bill in the Union Parliament o f India on May. 1994 -  which 

sought tax exemption for the tribals o f Sikkim and it was condemned that 

owing to the poor leadership o f Bhandari the bill was withdrawn by the then 

Finance M inister Man Mohan Singh,

The revolted Ministers and MLAs o f ruling Sikkim Sangram 

Parishad including Chamla Tshering and Thukchuk Lachungpa elected 

Sanchaman Limboo to form the new Government in the banner o f  SSP (S).

The term of SSP (S) included Dorjee Tshering Bhutia, Chamla

Tsbering, Sonain Choda Lepcha, O.T. Bhutja, Sonam Kaelon, Soiiam Dupden 

Lepcha, M.B. Dahal, Ram. Lepcha froi-ri Ministers and from the sitting MLAs 

Ugen Pintso Bhutia, Hangu Tshering, Tasa Tengay„ Rup Raj Rai, Chewang 

Lhamu, Phuchung Bhutia, B.M. Ramudhamu and Pawan Chamling.

The ‘Political Coup’ led to the great upheaval to unseat 

Bhandari from the 14 years’ chair o f  C hief M inister. Seven Ministers, the 

Assembly Speaker Dorjee Tshering and 10 MLAs withdrew their support to 

N.B. Bhandari and elected Sanchaman Limboo as the leader o f the House, The 

Sikkim Sangram Parishad was divided into SSP (S) and SSP (N).
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Addressing a letter to the then Governor o f  Sikkim Admiral 

(Retd.) R.H. Tahiliani who camped at New Delhi, the defected group stated 

that they had lost faith in Bhandari’s leadership.

Accompanied by the Speaker, Sanchaman Limboo and his team 

in the name o f SSP (S) reached New Delhi and m et the Governor and the then 

Union M inister S.B. Chavan. The then Governor replied that the matter to be 

settled at Gangtok.

As Sanchaman Limboo was directed to seek a vote of 

confidence by the Governor o f Sikkim, Limboo M inistry survived a Trust 

vote. It was unfortunate to note the opposition led by Bhandari boycotted the 

one-day session on 6* June, 1994. All 18 members o f the SSP (S) voted in 

favour o f the motion o f Chamla Tshering reposing faith in the Ministry 

headea by Sanchaman Limboo. No sooner winning the confidence Sanchaman 

Limooo defected to Congress (I) for economic reasons.

By June, 19, 1994 the strength o f  Lim boo’s Ministry was 

reduced to a minority Government owing to resignation, o f  fvfinisters and the 

strength was 14 out o f 32 members. Therefore, there were demands to hold 

by-poll or to impose President’s Rule in the State. Finally, fresh election to 

the Sikkim Legislative Assembly was announced and Limboo’s Ministry 

became a caretaker Government. It is unfortunate that Sanchaman Limboo 

lost by a narrow margin from Yoksom Constituency (against an independent 

candidate Ashok Kumar Subba) in spite o f  the fact, he was a sitting Chief 

M inister o f Sikkim.

Sanchaman Limboo tried to promote cordial Centre-State 

relations. Though opposed Congress in the beginning, but, he finally 

remained a Congress (I) Chief M inister o f  Sikkim. Even now he is a member 

o f AICC o f Congress (I). He lost elections because he was unable to justify 

the reasons and convince the people to win confidence. Sikkim people 

according to him do not get convinced with Congress (I) or any National 

Party. His relation with the SDF and Pawan Cham ling remains smooth.
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As a Chief Minister Sanchaman Limboo got increased plan 

outlay from 135 Crores to 200 Crores, Gufung, Rai, Manger, Tamang, Limboo 

and Sunuwar were declared OBCs o f the State o f Sikkim; constituted Fifth 

Pay Commission for revision o f pay-scales for the Government employees 

and suspension of application o f Indian Income Tax. Answering to author’s 

interview with him, Limboo said Bhandari was dethroned because o f his 

denial to declare the OBCs o f Nepalis in the State o f  Sikkim, dual treatment 

on tribals and Nepalis, became most communal o f NBCs, anti-national, and 

finally a dictator ruthlessly muzzling the Press and its freedom. He is hopeful 

o f restoring the most burning issues o f the State o f Sikkim viz., restoration of 

seats (17 seats) for the Nepalis by a Constitutional Amendment and cordial 

Centre-State relations.. Finally, show of strength for or against Bhandari 

should take place on the floor of the Assembly.

The revolt o f SSP (S) mostly o f Bhutia-Lepcha Legislators led 

by Sanchaman Limboo came in the wake, as pointed out earlier, o f the 

C entre’s decision to withdraw the Finance Bill seeking income tax exemption 

for the tribals. The rebels also demanded the resignation of the Members of 

Parliam ent D.K. Bhandari (Lok Sabha) and Karma Topden (Rajya Sabha) for 

trying to obstruct the Bill. Bhandari was finally left with 13 MLAs and was 

not available for any comment. In fact, Bhandari had been under tremendous 

pressure from both within and outside the Party ever since the Bill was 

introduced in the Union Parliament o f India since February 28, 1994 

following his own recommendations.

In the meanwhile the SDF leader -  the man w ith the candle who 

searched for Democracy in Bhandari’s Government on the floor o f the 

Assembly -  Pawan Chamling said that Sanchaman Limboo should be given a 

chance to prove his majority and form a Government and if  this doesn’t 

happen then we might seek President’s Rule. B.B. Gooroong who led the 1984 

coup and the then Chief M inister o f Sikkim demanded B handari’s resignation.

Since the Bill did not exempt the Nepalis from income tax. K.N. 

Uprety did not support the Bill.^ In the process, as Bhandari antagonized all
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three communities the members o f SSP (S) led Sanchaman Subba (Limboo) 

turned against him.

In the vote o f no confidence N.B, Bhandari who was 

conspicuously absent lost the vote o f confidence by a slim margin on 17* May 

1994. Pawan Chamling who took a chance between the devil and deep sea 

abstained from voting.*

Sanchaman Limboo took the oath o f  Office as C hief M inister o f  

Sikkim on 18‘** May, 1994 and his team o f Council o f  Ministers consisted o f

S.C. Lepcha, M.B. Dahal, S.D. Lepcha, O.T. Bhutia, R.R. Rai, N. Gyaltsen 

and B.M. Ramudamu. Later Ram Lepcha withdrew his support. Since M.B. 

Dahal and S.D. Lepcha leaving B.B. Subba and Phuchung Bhutia were 

inducted in the Cabinet.

For application o f Income Tax Act he maintains that Sikkim and 

people o f  Sikkim are yet to understand its intricacies. Believing in Panchayat 

Raj, he supports the ruling SDF Government to strengthen Government at the 

grass roots, devolution o f power and de-centralization. A rticle 371F o f the 

Constitution of India should be followed to protect the rights, demands and 

interests o f the people. Son o f  the soil and protection o f  local sentiments are 

inevitable to improve and uplift the local talents. It does not mean we are 

against people from  outside. Army-civilian, adm inistrative cadre and State 

Government functioning and harmonious Centre-State relations will help to 

develop Sikkim both within and outside. His message in simple terms to the 

youths and people of Sikkim is ‘to work hard, love, peace, be disciplined, 

and to be independent. From among the like-minded people, leaders and 

statesmen, Sanchaman Limboo considers Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa, 

the first Chief M inister o f post-merger Sikkim as God Father o f  democratic 

movement to overthrow monarchy and establish dem ocracy by jo ining hands 

with India. We also feel Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa must be awarded 

Bharat Ratna posthumously. ^

Bhandari still promises the masses a reign o f  peace, prosperity 

and harmony comparing it to Sikkim under monarchy. He did contribute to the
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development o f Sikkim, created landmark poll victory o f  winning 32 out o f  32 

seats. Transformation in terms of dictatorial ways made people and legislators 

to loose confidence on his statesmanship. Income tax issue, support to NBC 

and concept o f dictatorial attitude finally dethroned him from power. Nothing 

is impossible in politics and if  one rectifies him after realization o f mistakes 

may perhaps spring back to join the society and politics if  not power.
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