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VIOLENCE ON WOMEN IN INDIA 

Indian women have different type of socio - economic and political problems. 
Until the.independence of the Country every individual irr~spective of men or · 
women were concerned about the Freedom. Nevertheless, few problems were 
worked as hindrances for the freedom fighter, but were gradually removed by 
the contribution of the social worker of the then . 

. Our women h~lVe had begin to break out their chai~s and it was difficult to. 
stop them there. It was the time women shook off the rigidities of the sex 
gender system and launched a new venture, men and women had their hand in 
hand to tackle multidinous problems of life and create a new world where · 
women would have a proper role in the political process with equality of 

. status and rights and no problems in work and employment. 

Though the problems of women have been identified since independence but 
it has only been in the 80's (1970-80) onwards attention has been focused on 
issue :relating to women; with the rise of women's movement and the notice 
they have drawn from different government, international organisations and 
academicians, the concept of equality has exercised a powerful emotional 
appeal iii the women's struggle. · 

Oppression, offences, crimes against women was first drawn by women 
engaged in the feminist struggle. Actually we have been living in a situation 
that simply can be attributed as violent. Seeing and keeping in the mind the . 
human situation, man is viewed as strange amalgam of angel and devil. So far 
the society which we built is reeling under violence and we as human being 

· are too violent, the culture in which we dwell is the crystalised form of our 
own struggle for survival added by owes, miseries, anxieties and own 
appalling brutalities etc. It is not that there no chance to exist ourselves in the 
situation, though there have of course been many, who tries their best to 
understand the situation in which the mankind involve with,. but every times 
the better became more and more high. 

Throughout the existence, mankind have been violent and a bid to make the · 
· living a heaven it is apparent, that we perhaps treaded on a path through which 
we stopped conquer hell only. The violence is a co:ntributing factor· in this 
regard. It can· be concurred that a live by peaceful means there should be 

. 



abundance of love and all the violence must go. It is therefore, imperative that 
the term yiolence be examined with its origin and courses it takes. 

While searching in a simple way, it appears violence is a form of energy. This 
energy is utilised in a certain way which becomes aggression dominates the 
mind and acts like a force which generates the will. to conquer. Man has 
inherent will to conquer the nature, the animal world the group of men posed 
as his rival in struggle for existence and his most intimate partner in the 
struggle for survival is" WOMEN." 

. . . 

The origin of violence is as old as the origin of human species. There are of 
course certain FACTORS which worked behind the human inclination to do 
violence. 

· THE ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS: 

This is a process of natural and selected adoption for the maintenance of life . 
. Most of the animal adapt to the riatural conditions of the environment. But 
human being have the capacity to alter and adapt with selective environment, 

. which is accommodate in social conditions. Therefore, environment is not 
ordinarily related to life but finds its .felative importance with the society. 

It is too apparent that people generally adjust with the environment changes. 
Here the environment becomes a moulder for human being, but this also gets 
modified thnmgh the application of human intelligencey. This is too is a 
conditioning factor of life and every thing comes within. the· particular 
environment for survival. On the otherhand, man too learns to adjust himself 

. . 

with the ever changing circumstances, greater pari of which is influenced by 
the natural phenomena. Man selects and modifies ·the environment for the . 
satisfaction of demands and wants. In the cycle of life and death, there is 
stability as well as destruction of that stability . The force working for the 

· stabilisation is also the force working for the destruction. 



SOCIAL PROCESS:. 

Human society is a process of social introduction based on human tendencies 
aided by. co - operation and conflict., This is not a product but a continuous 
process of change, subject to reactions of individuals in relation to 
environment. The type of reactions with which the mankind reels under may be 
in positive and negative aspect like love and hatred, sympathy and antipathy, 
like and dislike, agreement and disagreement, affection and prejudice which 
indicate the basic element of co - operation and conflict in human life. The · 

· society is a moving equilibrium a changing process based on association and . 
disassociative reaction of individuals as a member of social group. · 

The associative factors are those which deals with co - operation, adjustment, 
accommodation and assimilation. The instinctive expression of those factors 

. is the retainer of the society. 

Disassociative factors are the career of social forces. These are mainly 
materialistic, relative, quantitative, qualitative . and naturalistic with. many 
contradictions. 

Human beings by implementation of their intelligence, political and inventive 
powers explored the associative and disassociative factors. Display of power 
and oppression, conformity ·of which has been met with the other part of · 

· mankind "the women". Oppression by men has received wider acceptance by· 
women. 

EVOLUTIONARYASPEC~ 

The evolutionary process varies under differentcitcuinstances which give rise 
to a number of spices. Therefore, in particular region men and women of the 
same species came together, forming an ·association and heading. toward a 
social life. The relationship between men and women were not governed by 
relationship or familial bandages. Men and women had free access to each 
other without.inhibitions. The active role was remained with women because 
they wer~ bearing .children, infants and old needed. special attention as they. 
were rendered immobile to cope with the struggle for survival. Gradually 
these led the entire class of women to be guided by their men counterpart. 



The transition .from wandering to· pastoral life was brought about. by the 
discovery of fire and mastery over its uses. According to history the class or 
social groups. which plays the principal role and perform the main function in 
production mrist in course of time inevitably take control over it. There was a . 
time nnder the matriarchal when women were regarded as the controller of 
production, this was because the kind of production then in prevailing in 
primitive agriculture, women played the principal role in production. They . 
performed the main functions while the men roamed the . forest ·in quest of 

. hnnting. Then comes the time under the patriarchate, when the predominant 
position in ptoduction passed to men, because nnder the kind of production, 
prevailing at that time, stock breeding ' in which the principal Instrument of . 
produCtion were the spear, bow and arrows,. the principal role. was played by . 
men. Thus for the first time, human labour acquired an exchange value and the 
society was divided into two distinct classes -the masters and the slaves. Women 
were degraded and reduced to be slaves· of rrieri 's lust ancl mere instrument of 

- . . - . . . 

breeding children . 
. : - . . ' ; .. . . . 

. The growth of private property brought with it necessity of legal heiress to • 
whom the property was to .pass in the event of the death of the owner. With the 
disintegration of the primitive cortmlnnity system the emergence of subsequent 
socio - economic formations patriarchal economy appears as a socio .. - economic 
structure fonnded on the. small privat~ property of partriarchal families which 
broke away in the process of production from other families of the territorial . . . . . 

peasant commnnity. Only male members were bestowed with the. right ofinher-· 
itance as -it was assumed.that a woma:P. , after marriage belong to her husband. 

The private ownership and natural susbsistence character of th~ family, 
patriarchal economy led to the appearance ofprivatepeasantownership of the 
land and later 'to serfdom. . . ' 

. . . . . . 

· This made man ambitious as well as the ·ruler and thereafter exploiter. Men· 

exploited his most eternal and·intimate partner "the women". Man made woman 
an object of ·exchange and finally distorted the ·system of marriage by 
subverting the right of woman to name children after· him. By this way the . 
entire cl~ss of women lost their identity in term of socio - economic and 

. political position and thus were subjected to the exploited in all other fronts. 
Throughout the world patriarchal family system based on system of inamage, 
repressed the social status of the women and in India too this trend prevailed .. 

- -- - ---· ------------. --- ---.-· --------- __ . --------- ---------~--



Indian women have been the victim of different violences from time to time. 
So in the pre - independent period they thought that the violences tolerated by 
them would be checked by the government machinery. But the dream of inde
pendence was smashed after the freedom struggle was over. The hope of mass 

. people remained bleak and the situation have had been gradually worsened. 

The political power remain still to revolve round to serve the interest of 
colonial, feudal and capitalist forces. While the class struggle was gaining some 
momentum during this period, the communist parties failed to add 
further dimension so it as the same went through reformist, revisionists 
tendencies and were equally negligent and lax toward the cause of the people 
the situation further deteriorated when the parties deviated from the ideals and. 
negotiation underhand with ruling class. The class struggle then became rudder
less and ruling forces broke their spine in the name of restoration of law and . 
order situation. The country as whole remained semi - capitalist, semi - feudalist 
knitted by a bureaucratic jargon inherited from their colonial 

. masters. The ·economy remained mixed leaning heavily on agriculture. The 
. production relation remained the same as that of medieval period. The interest 

of!mperialists and capitalists remained best protected. The whole country be
came a play ground for the absolute technology discarded by the foreign coun
tries caring least to the needs of the people of the country. In order to utilize the 
means of production, the system of production has had to be changed and at the 
same time to change the system, the production relation had also to be changed. . 

. The. exploited inass needed drastic change in production relation because their. 
welfare embodied within the change. But the mixture of imperialist, capitalistic 
a11d feudalistic trends helped by the bureaucratic forces smashed the struggle of 
this toiling mass, thus pushing them down the drains of poverty, illiteracy and . 
without basic amenities. The feudal forces and the bureaucratic ·setup were 

. trying to protect their. own interest. The entire elass was the subject of 
exploitation magnitude of which had became multidimensional. 

But. the exploitation faced by the entire class of women had increased a step 
further because, while the entire mass ~eel under the aforesaid methods of e~
ploitation, women have been the subject of additional exploitation by their male 
counterpart in patriarchal family setup. While new laws are. being 
enacted every now and then advocating the mass have further been loosened. 

. This situation have been making the people more individualistic thus caring less. 
for toiling brethren. Due to prevalence of this type of situation while still could 



not severe its relation from the feudal setup women have became the instrument 
of pleasure. Added to the commodity culture of the present day women are now 
being treated as object of satisfying pleasure abiding impulses. For the sake of 
pleasure pecup.iary gains and gratification of sensuous desire of males freedom 

. of sex is being advocated which is in fact gives the man a free hand to. exploit. 
them more and more. Though from the very beginning.man were enjoying this 
freedom but by establishing the patriarchal marital system women were 
deprived .from the right and for the women the chief obstructiort to enjoy this . 
freedom is the illegal child, i.e., child without identification of father. While 
freedom of sex is denied to the women, the increased use of modern 
contraceptives are bringing hazardous impact on the health of women. 

Undoubtedly, Government has taken ·measures to stop prostitUtion but, on the 
· ·other hand it is also subject to fair imaginatio.n that call.girLsystem has been 

increasing dayby day. While pursuing this profession is one way do not 
hamper social prestige as activity continue in guise, but all. other hazard are 
not wiped off and women as whole remain left to be exploited physically, 
mentally and economically. Women in the form of call girl have now became 
instrument of providing entertainments to the politician, affluent traders, higher 
officials in a five star set up defying all the laws of government. The paradox 
of the situation was therefore, is that the increase. in the rapes both in . 
individual and in massform, after which a human mind and body just do not 
remain normal at all. 

In a cast divided society like ours, tribes man and so called low caste people 
· have been made victim of oppression of the so called higher class people. The 

authorities in the government too ·do not hesitate to unleash repressive · 
measures when they rise against their victimisation. 

. . 

Violences are committed against women are not for one purpose or through 
one process, e.g., : 

. . 

. (1) On 8th May 1983 it was reported that a minor girl aged about 14,reading 
in class IX at Mount Carmel School, Murhu was raped in mid night in her 
own house by a police constable. The door ofthe house of the girl was broken· 
by the said police constable taking the advantage of absence of her parents on 
that night. Protest rallies were organised against such notorious activity on the 
part ofthe police man. · 



The inaction of the local officials in arresting the miscreants agitated the local 
resident who organised protest through mass rallies. The utter negligence and·. 
callousness exhibited by the authorities made the mob violent and consequently 
one person was shot dead and 8 were injured when police opened fire on 
them. Protest against oppression have always resulted in the oppression of 
Women. (source- Indian Express). 

. . . 

(2) Sri Jiteswar Mahato a school teacher and resident of Panki, Dist-Palamu 
had purchased a pump set through the loan provided by the Bank in order to 
boost the margin of his crop production. 

The Zamindat of the area wanted the same pump set to utilise for irrigating 
· his lands also. The hiring charges were demanded by Sri Mahato including 
the cost of the fuel etc. This genuine demand on the part of the school teacher 
was severely resented by the zamindar who took it was an exception to his 
prestigious position . 

. The teacher resisted the demands of the Zamindar who however took away 
the pump set in question forcibly with the help of hench men. Help sought by 
the teacher from the local police, did not however come to his rescue and in 
consequence the pump set remained unutilised for the benefit of none. 

Cases were filed against both, this further infuriated the Zamindar and finding 
an opportune moment, while the teacher was out of station, on 30th January 
1986, the sonofthe zamindar accompanied by four ofhis henchmen raided 
the house and brutally raped his wife and daughter, barbarity reached heights · 

. . . . 

when the criminals ruptured the uterus of teacher's wife by inserting iron 
rods. (source- Indian Express). 

(3) Role of Media in Exploitation: 

. The entire section of women have become the subject. of political 
exploitation with joint forces such as colonial, capitalist, feudalist and finally 

· the bureaucratic pattern as inherited, because the Role of Media towards the 
women folk is also violent. One way it is propagating the medieval feudal 
culture and religious fanaticism in the name of India's traditional faine and at 
the same time infecting the western commodity culture and individualism. By 
media justification of free sex and polygamy is being propagated by 
government it self through the T.V. serials and various song programmes. The 



female beauty is being utilised for the advertisement purpose of different 
consumer articles, the beauty some time used in displaying the articles which . . 

are not related to women. The sex provocating posters, films and magazines 
with the nude photography and pornographical books are being allowed to 
flood the market. The role of censor board is significantly nil which can 
be justified. through the release of Sekhar Kapoor's film'' Bandit Queen". 

. . . . . 

The rape scene in "Prem Granth " is extremely sensitive. Another film by 
Meera Nair " Kam Sutra " still not released but some of the photography 
which are printed in" Sananda" a Bengali magazine is not free from sex 
provocation. 

· (4) Economical Exploitation: 

The present economic structure is also extremely responsible to unleash the 
violence on women. In most of the industrial units women workers are 
retrenched during their period of immobility, especially when they are on the 
family way. Thus employers save the establishment cost which otherwise mount 
high in the event of employing male workmen. The exploitation therefore 
leans heavily against women. 

Government reports. reveals that 79% of the female population were. non 
workers. At organised sectors it is reported that women's work force in the. 
total employment has remained at 11%. (Census 1981 ). Moreover rapid growth · 
of un organised sector of economy is effecting industrial relation's for the 

· women. In this sector women are largely concentrated. 

Women unlike the men play a dual role , on the one hand they involves 
themselves ensuring their daily bread and on the other they perform domestic 
work this labour is never recognised by the patriarchate society. Women worker 
are found to paid less then the male counterpart. 

Again after ail the hard work the tragedy· is that a working women can not 
claim independent economics assets. Most of the salary earner have to· 
surrender their pay packets to their husbands in case of married women, and 
to their parents in case of unmarried girl. They are allowed to hold back only 
a few amounts for spending on transport and tea. 



(5) Violence on Women in Jail : 

Women in jail and rescue homes live under a pathetic conditions. In many 
jails women prisoners continue to have walk through men's section and· 
sometimes have to go through the experiences which an~ humiliating. They 

· lived under intolerable conditions , confined to enclosures, the keys of which 
are held by male warders. Women convicts, under trials, prostitutes, 

murderers, hardened women criminals and even an innocent girls falsely 
implicated for soliciting under the suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women 
and Child Act are all kept together when the latter should segregated and sent 
to rescue to protective homes rather then to jail. Women in jail are not given 
cloths when they ate at menstruation, Women prisoners in some jail are 
molested by the staff and frequently some women are taken out from the · 

female ward to male ward, and even outside of the jail premised during the. 
night, with the conspiracy of the staff for the purpose ofprostitution .. 

(6) Violence through the System of Dowry: 

. Women in their individual form have also been subjected to violence within 
the periphery of the families too. Though marriage is still. an established 
social institution, Women have not ~een able to establish her rightfulplace 

within the boundaries of families in the society influenced by feudalistic norms. 

Dowry therefore, has become an inseparable part of mamage besides the giri 
is expected to be good looking, educated endowed with other qualities. The 
Dowry system has its roots in the religious custom. Kanyadan is performed 
with gift or cash or inkind. In the course oftime it has taken such as ugly turn 

and assum.ed the form of business leading to serious complication and prob

lem in society particularly in this century. Excessive demands of bridegroom 

owners many a time lead to suicide ofpretty and on niany occasion she is 
made to fall to treacherous even murderous desire of her in-laws . 

. Apart from these, Eve teasing has been a serious menace in our society. 
Indeed the songs of cinema have severe effect on it. Majority of the boys 
pinched, poked and touch the girl. The boys passed indecent remark and song 

obscene songs to embarrass them .. 

Point to note that a girl will go under rigorous imprisonment under 316 IPC 
and 309 IPC for causing death of an unborn child.by an Act amounting to 



culpable homicide and also for attempting to commit suicide. The most 
controversial question is while the law punishes the mother of illegitimate 
child for causing. death of a quick unborn child, the law takes no notice· of the 
Father who is responsible for the Mother's crime. 

Recently, a Woman .councillor of Madurai Corporation was hacked to death 
by six people in front of her residence at Villapuram here on Wednesday. The 
victim Leelavathi (40 years age) was a CPI(M) and elected from 59th ward in . 

. the city. The police identified two of the assailants as Mr. Mathuramalingam, 
DMK ward secretary and Mr. Annadurai husband of Ms. Valli, who 
unsuccessfully contested the election against the deceased councillor in the · 
election. (source- The Telegraph, 24.4.1997). 



.GOVERNMENT'S PLAN AND PROGRAMME 
FOR WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT: agist 

Efforts were made to improve the status of women through planning process. 
For the first time a· separate chapter on 'Women arid Development' was 
included in the Sixth Five Year Plan. More attention was paid to the condition 

· of women in the Seventh Five Year Plan, the Plan proclaimed: · 

· The long term objectives of the development programmes for women would 
be raise their economic and social status . in order to bringthem into the 
mainstream of national development. Due recognition has to beaccorded to 
the role and contribution of women in the various socio-economic political 
and cultural activities . 

. Fitting into these long term strategies and to provide speci~l attention to the. 
problem of working women, particularly those who are self employed and 
those working in the informal sectors, a National Commission on Self 
Employed Women and Women in the Informal Sector was appointed in . 
January, 1987. The Government notification appointing the National 

. Commission on Self Employed Women stated in clear terms: 

Despite the existence of various constitutional legal provisions safe guarding 
women's employment a large number of women workers, particularly in the 
unorganised sector, suffer from various disadvantages relating to their 
working lives as well as in their homes. The coverage of labour laws has not 
benefited these women workers in many crucial areas especially health, 
maternity a~d social security, with the changing soCial and. economic 

. conditions, women's productive roles have assumed new significance but 
without back up. support and services a healthy combination of women's 
productive and re-productive roles cannot be sustained. 

The commission was, therefore, constituted by the Government to make a . 
comprehensive study of the working women and living conditions of the poor 

·women. 

Actually, India Government's meas:ures and policy documents concerning 
Indian Women have been guided by the Constitution. The Preamble of the 

. . . 

Constitution of India assures "to secure to all Citizens : Justice, social, . . 



economic and political; Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and 
· worship; Equality of status and opportunity; and to promote among them all 
fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity of nation." To 
attain these national objectives, the Constitution guarantees certain 
fundamental rights and freedom of speech, protection of life; personal liberty 
and the prohibition of discrimination or denial of equal protection. 

Indian women are the beneficiaries of these nghts in the same manner as 
Indian men. For instance Article 14 ensures "equality before law" and Article 

. - . . 

15 "prohibits anydiscrimination". There is only one specific provision in 
Article 15(3), which empower the state to make "any special provision for 
women and children". This is in violation of the fundamental obligation .of 
non - discrimination among citizens, inter alia of sex. Consequently, this . 
provision has enabled the state to make special provision for women, 

· particularly in the field labour legislation like Factories Act, the Mines Act 
and so forth. 

Article 16(1) guarantees "equality of opportunity for all citizens in matter 
relating to employment or appointment to any office under the . state". And 
Article 16(2) forbids discrimination "irrespective of any 'employment of 
office under the state" on the ground only of· " religion, ·race, caste, sex, 
decent, place of birth residence or any one of them". · 

Enunciated in part IV of the Constitution, the . directive principles ·of state 
policy embodythe major policy goals of a welfare state. Together with the 
chapter on Fundamental Rights they concretize, the Constitutional vision of a 
new Indian sociopolitical order. Even though the state charged with "a duty .... to 
apply these principles in making Laws" and are '' .... fundamental in 
governance of the country" (Article 3 7) these principles are declared as 

. non -justifiable. They were made non-enforceable in court because it was felt 
thattheirfulfilment would require a time dimension of a few decades. Whereas 

. . 

the Constitutional values embodied ih the Fundamental Rights chapter needed 
irrimediate implementation. In the case of the Directive principles ·this was hot 
possible save at the cost of the viability of the state. 

Juridically, the Directive Principles are a vital part of Indian Constitutional 
. Law. Like the Preamble, they reflect the high ideals of a liberal democratic. 
polity. They are meant to be used by all agencies of the state as guidelines to 

. 



action as major goals of policy. Court can use them as a body of values and 
standards relevant to the act of judicial choice making. Brit the Directive· 
Prindples confer no power or legislative competence, rise to a cause of action. 
for which remedy is available in a court of law, bestow rights, or create 
remedies. At the same time, they can not be ·amended, save through the 
prescribed procedure. 

Some of the Directive Principles are "Women Specific". Other concern women 
indirectly or by necessary implication. Amongst those which concern women 
directly and have a special bearing on their status include: Article 39(a) the 
right to an adequate means oflivelyhood for men and women ·equally; Article 
39(d) eq:ual pay for equal work for both mtm and women ; Article 39(e) 
protection of the health· and strength of workers-men, women and children 
from abuse and entry into avocation unsuited to their age and strength; . and 
Article 42 - jl1st and human conditions of work and maternity relief. 

· In the 2nd category fall theomnibus provision of Article 38 which in brief 
directs the state to secure a just social, political an economic order, geared to 
promote the welfare of the people; Article 3 9 (b) (c) and (f) for the 
distribution of ownership and control of material resources. of the community 
for the common good, prevention of concentration of wealth and means of 

· production to the common detriment, and protection of childhood mid youth 
against exploitation, and moral and material abandonment; Article 40 - or-

. ganisation of village panchayats to promote self-government; Article 41- right 
to work, .education and public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, 
sickness, disablement and other types of under severe wants; Article 43-
provision of work, a living wage, conditions of work ensuring a decent 
standard of life arid full enjoyment of leisure, of social and cultural 
opportunities, and the promotion of cottage industries; Article 44 - Uniform 
Civil Code; Article 45 free and compulsory education for all children up to· 
the age of 14; and Article 47 raising the level of nutrition and the standard of 
living of the people and improvement of public health. 

In 1971 following a resolution of the Ministry of Education ·and Social 
. Welfare, the Committee on the·. Status of Women in India (CSWI) was 

constituted at the instance of the U.N. General Assembly. The presentation of 
· the report of the CSWI report "Towards Equality" coincide with the 

celebration of 1975 as International Women's Year. To operationalize the 



recommendation of the CSWI a Blueprint of ACtion Points and National Plan . 
of Action for Women, 1976 was formulated by the then Department of Social 

· Welfare, Government of India. This in tum lead to the presentation of the 
. Report of the working group on Employment for Women, 1978 as well as the 

Report of the working group ori Development ofVillage Level Organizations 
of Rural Women 1978. It also formed a part of .the Sixth Five Year Phm 
exercise. The impact of these reports resulted in a separate chapter on Women 
and Development 1980-85 in the Sixth Five Year Plan, It also resulted in women 
being perceived as productive contributors to the nation's economy. 

. . . 

Following an agreement signed between the then Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation, Gover.tllnent of India and the Food and Agricultural Organization 
(UN), a Report of the National Committee on the Role and Participation of 
Women in Agriculture and Rural Development 1980 was submitted. The · 
Report of the Working Group on Personnel Policies for Bringing Greater 

. . 

Involvement of Women in Science and Technology- 1981 reviewed the extent 
of participation of women in scientific establishments and suggested measures 
for promoting greater involvement of women in science and technology. 

In the Seventh Five Year Plan, the Chapter on Socio-:Economic Programmes 
for Women- 1985-90 moved further away from a "welfare" approach to a 
more positive " developmental"approach to women's concerns andthe 
Indian P~rliament adopted a National Policy on Education- 1986 which 

. included a chapter on Education for Women's Equality. 
. . 

The Government of India launched the Twenty Point Programme in 1975, 
pinpointing ares of special thrust which would show immediate tangible . 
results. The programme has been subsequently recast and .redefined in 1982 
and then in 1986. 

The Report of the National Expert Committee on Women Prisoners (1987) 
identifies the gaps and drawbacks in existing facilities and services for women 
offenders and recommends a more humane policy for them. The National 
Commission on Self Employed Women and Worrieri in the Informal SeGtor 
was appointed in Jan. 1987 to look into the ways and means to ameliorate the 
suffering of the unprotected labouring women; In its report Shramshakti 
submitted in June, 1988 the Commission has outlined many comprehensive 
policy recommendations towards this end. 



-
The year 1975 was declared as International Women's Year by the United 
Nations. As a result of the World Conference held during June-July 1975, the 
Declaration of Mexico Plans-of Action-1975 was adopted. The purpose was 
to promulgate· 3 0 principles on the equality of women and their contribution · 

. to national development arid international peace. Also, the Action Plan 
stipulated 14 minimum objectives to be met before the midterm appraisal in 
1980. In December 1979 the U.N. GenetalAssembly adopted the Convention·. 
on the Elimination-of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women .. 

· A midterm appraisal, Program of. Action for the Second Half of the United 
Nations Decade for Women; Equality, Development and Peace. of the World 

· Plan of Action adopted by the World Conference of the International Women's 
Year, took place in Copenhagen in July 1980. The Ministry of· Social Welfare 
prepared a paper India-A Status Paper- 1980 to review India's progress in 
attaining the minimum objectives. The paper also highlighted the constraints 
and problems faced in promoting participation of women in development. . 

. The. United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia artd the 
Pacific held a preparatory meeting for the World Conference on Women, at 
the Ministerial level in March, 1984. The deliberations of the meeting 
resulted in the Report of the Regional Intergovernmental Preparatory meeting· 
for the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the 

. United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace- 1984. 

At the Ministerial level, another conference took place in April 1985 of the 
Non-Aligned and other Developing Countries. The intention was to approach 
the World Conference on Women with full knowledge of their achievements 
and failures, as well as to evolve a strategy to tackle the problems -confronting 
the world. The recommendations were compiled into New Delhi Document 
on Women in Development -1985. 

. . 

Finally, at the end of the United Nations Decade for Women, the World 
Conference was held in Kenya in 1985. The World Conference adopted 
Forward Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women - 1985 to serve as 
guidelines for ~reating a new world order based on equality, development and 
peace. For the closing conference of the Women's Decade, The Ministry of 
Social and Women's Welfare prepared Women in India: Country Paper 1985. 
This status paper assessed the impact of the Decade on the development of 
women, the constraints that exist and strategies for the advancement of women, 



In the field ofregional cooperation, the decision was taken hold the first 
summit of the Heads of State or Goveinment of the South Asian Association · . . 

for. Regional Cooperation, 1985. The first Ministerial. meeting on Women 
· in Development was held in Shillong i;n 1986 at the invitation of the 

Government of India. It resulted in publishing the Women in Development: 
· Report of SAARC Ministerial Meeting 1986. 

The Department of Women and Child Developement working under the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development , Government of India set up a 
core group of experts to submit their report on the various problems of women 
together with their recommendations. As a result of their fruitful efforts the 
core group was able to submit its report to the Government of India iii the year 
1988. The report of the core group entitled as "National Perspective Plan for 
Women- 1988-2000 A.D." is a highly important document making 
suggestions as to how to elevate the status of Indian women rural as well as · 
urban suffering from severai centuries-old discrimination and incriminations 

· not only for the benefit of women but also for the all over development of the 
society. It also envisages various Development schel)les and prograrnnies for 
the general welfare of women. 

In the preface to the above-said report, Mrs. Margaret Alva, the then Minister of · 
State for Youth Affairs, Sports, and Women and Child Development,· has pointed 
out that three important events have influenced the status of women in India: 

(i) The freedom movement which brought the wo~~n out ·in the struggle 
for national liberation leading to independence and the constitution which. 
guarantees equal rights to all citizens, including women. 

(ii) The Report of the Committee on the status of women in India (CSWI) 
which made the first assessment of the status ofthelndian women and 
focused on her as an individual with rights of her own. 

(iii) The U.N. Women's Decade which influenced women's thinking all over 
the world and forced governments (including our own) to shift the 

. . . 

emphasis of Women's programme from welfare to development. 

The experiences of our national developmental effort of the past 40 years has 
shown that while it has led to a great leap forward in all sphere of national life, 
the fruits ·ofdevelopement have not gone equally to all sections of our people .. 



The rural masses who constitutes almost 80 per cent of th~ population not 
been able to absorb these benefits as the urban middle classes have; the weaker 
section are still unable to assert themselves as against the privileged;. and womeri 
have continued to be the single largest group of"· backward citizens". 

. . . . 

· The plan pays special attention to rural women who suffer from double 
discrimination. For besides belonging to the vast majofity of the rural poor, they 
also carry the burden of being women. Unless bold intervention are made to 
correct imbalances, we would be entering the 21st century with our women left · 
far behind. This plan does not seek more investment or more resources. It seeks 
to give a new thrust and responsiveness to developmental programmes at all the 
levels, and recommends certain special intervention . for women as transitory 
measures to ensure that they catch up with the mainstream by 2000 A.D. 

Thus where legislation exists, it needs to be· strengthened and more 
vigorously implemented. Where programmes exist, they need to b'e reoriented 
to serve this aim ofachieving.parity not only between men and women but 
a:lso between different sections of women themselves. Where policies and . 
programmes do not serVe the special needs of women, they need to be amended 
or recast. Where benefits do not reach to the mass of our women, there .is need 
for special intervention to enhance accessibility .. And where women: are 
unable to absorb the benefits meant for them, they need to be empowered to · 
help themselves. This is the thrust of the plan. It is a policy document on the 
basis of which implementation strategies and precise measures to make the 
system more responsive to women's needs would have to operationalised. 

The Draft National Perspective Plan was formulated by a Core Group 
constituted by The Department of Women and Child Development. The draft 
was widely circulated with a view to elicit comments· and suggestions. 

The National Perspective Plan for Women recognises the need for a holistic 
approach and offers sectorial reviews· of the situation of women in rural 
development, employment, supportive services, education, health, legislation,· 
political participation, media and communication and voluntary action while 
suggesting at the same time interlinked and converging strategies towards 
development of women by 2000 A.D. While in the National Plan satisfaction 
is expressed about the number of existing programmes, it is, however, felt that 

· what is needed is not merely larger resource allocation but technical inputs for 



greater effectiveness of these· programmes and to guarantee better resource 
utilisation. Emphasis has to be placed on more effective planning, monitoring 
and evaluation of existing programmes through a result oriented mechanism 
operating at different levels. The Plan also recommended the creation of an 
institutional framework to implement successfully various programmes 
intended to benefit women. For example, at the state level, the Department/ 

· Directorate ofWomen's Development l)hould be set up. Recognising that critical 
inputs for women development would be a ne:w thrust to training and wider 
dissemination in information backed by research data and documentation, the 
plan proposed to set up a National Resource Centre for Women. The National 
Plan has. also recommended that a special division· should he created in the 
Department ofWomen and Child Development for the enforcement oflaw for · 
women. In the interest of greater co ordination, the plan suggested for the· 
creation of a strorig inter- ministerial coordination and monitoring body along 
with its own supportive facilities serviced by the Department of Women arid 
Child Development. 

. The Plan was submitted with the view that it could receive the support of the 
concerned Departments and Ministries of the Government of India as they all 

· had been involved in formulating these proposals. 

WOMEN AND A PRIME MINISTER: 

. Despite many welcome changes in the status of women, women still have had. 
to carry the additional burden of raising the family and rearing the children. In 
spite of her excellence in economic, social and political arena, a women has 
silll to rock the cradle of her child. She has to see her children's homework . 
and has to be a master chef in her house. The additional burden of job or 
business which she looks after apart from caring of her family dose take its 

. tolL There is; no doubt, that women have made tremendous advancement and 
. have today many achievement to their credit, they. still remain the main 

victim of social exploitation. In rural areas particularly,. superstitions, 
. . 

fundamentalism and wrong religious beliefs have placed Women at a 
disadvantageous position. Astonishingly with so much of modernisation around 
us, once in while, we still find that a woman ~as to bum in the funeral pyre of 
her husband to bring glory arid fame to her family. 



Although, the Constitution guarante~s equal rights and there ate laws which 
have accorded equality of status to women, it is really difficult, rather, 
impossible for women to enjoy these rights and equality of opportunity unless 
they are educated· and made fully conscious oftheir rights. Education, in fact, 
is the key factor in the progress of women and it is perhaps the single most 
effective instrument for the smooth social transformation. It was with this 
realisation, Rajiv Gandhi, . during the first year of his Prime Ministership, . 
went on record as declaring that women represent the most depressed section 
of Indian Society. Harijaris are underprivilaged, he said, but even aniong 
harijans women are worse off than men. Women live under severe pressures · 
within society, and the only real curse for these evils are, first, enforceable 

. laws to halt them, and second, education of girls and women . 

. Rajiv Gandhi was very keen to see that womeri should come forward and 
participate in various academic and social activities, therefore, the New 
Education Policy was announced by him. His idea of development was 
related to the totality of human life and values and was not confined merely to 
the economic growth. The New Education Policy enunciated during his time 
was, in fact, a very vital element of this dynamic approach. The other vital 
elements-ofhis concept of Human Resource Development were the new em
phasis on women's rights, women's emancipation and full participation of 
women in the productive process. His integrated approach to human resource 
development led the. setting up of a separate Ministry of Human Resource. 
Development in September, 1985. Under this Ministry a separate 
Department for Women and Child Development was created . which was 

· entrusted with the responsibility of welfare and development of women and 
children. Under the leadership of Rajiv Gandhi a new thrust was given to 
women development and other related issues. 

. . 

Rajiv Gandhi had high admiration for the qualities of women and sought to 
empower them to use these qualities to the utmost for their personal 
development and for the development of India. Empowerment is the process 
through which women move from a state of powerlessness, evidenced. in lack 

. of skills, information, access to productive resources, and decision making. 
authority in family and society to a state of power, evinced in knowledge, 
information, ownership of assets, and position of authority in family. and . 
society. Empowerment thus aims at elimination of constraints in the way of· 
women's equaiity. It includes basic needs, skill development, personality 

. development and legal reform. 



. . . . 

He had established a department of Women's Welfare headed by cabinet 
member Margaret Alva. It was linked with the Prime Minister's program for 
Human Resource Development. It sought to improve the status of women in 

all areas. A separate program of Education for Women's Equality was also 
established. 

In October, 1986, a major program for empowerment ofwomen , called 
"Women in Development'', was held in New Delhi. Four major goals were 
discussed: advancement of status of women, creation of mass consciousness . 
of women's right, a major campaign against the dowry system, and political 
priority for children in the national development program. All of these targets 
were encouraged by the Prime Minister. 

At the summit of the Non - Aligned Movement in Zimbabwe in 1986; Rajiv 
Gandhi had the outstanding voice in a movement for the empowerment of 
women. He called for a full and meaningful participation of women in social, 
economic, political and cultural life as an important indication of progress 
and development. The Non Aligned convention voted for a unanimous 
recommendation of the United Nations Commission on the Status ofWomen. 

· It certified the importance of the International Institute for the advancement 
of Women:. Finally, the Conference urged acceptance of five major points for . 
the advancement of women in developing countries: 

(1). implementation of measures already adopted on the role of women in 
development, 

(2) legal assistance committees on juridical and _legislative matters 
concerning women, · 

(3) initiation and development of training programs for women to integrate 
them into employment, development, and increasing income in urban . 
and rural areas, 

· (4) study, cooperation, exchange, and sh~ring of experiences of women on· 
their role in developing countries, . 

. (5) · study of common interest and c~ordinate positions of women in various 
developing countries. 



Rajiv Gandhi's vision of integrated approa,ch to the development of women 
resulted in the enunciation of the Indira Mahila Yojana. The Yojana aimed at 
making women conscious of their rights and simultaneously, empowering them 
to exercise their rights. It was envisaged under the Yojana that the economic 
strength of women should lie at the core of the programme so that women 
acquired skills and mental orientation to become strong and get easy access to 
assets and credit, inputs and proper marketing arrangements were made 
available to them to ensure adequate reward for their efforts. The Yojana was· 
also to take care of the health and nutrition of wom~h and children. Special 
emphasis was laid on the education of girls and adult education for women 
because this was recognised as key fador in ·the development of family .and · 
society at large. The Indira Mahila Yojana wanted to ensure respect, 

·recognition and reward for women commensurate with their great and 
indispensable contribution to the building of our nation. Unfortunately, this 
concept of Rajiv Gandhi could not ,get much impetus due to the political 
development which took place after the 9th general'election in 1989. 

Thus, under the leadership of Rajiv Gandhi, the Prograntmes ·for women 
received unprecedented priority. l)uring his time a sincere effort was made to 
prepare a detail perspective plan for women which encompassed. social, 

. economic and political aspect of development of women both in organised 
and unorganised sectors. It was during his Prime Ministership a legislative 
proposal was initiated to reserve 30 per cent seats for women in the local self 
- government bodies. Apart from these many other social legislation were · 
introduced and initiated during his time which is an enough evident for his 

. earnestness in solving the problems of women and his desire to enter the 21st 
Century by making women equal partners in progress. 



·-------------------~----------------------------

BILLS.ON WOMEN INTRODUCED BY WOMEN MEMBERS 

INTRODUCERS:-

1. DOWRY PROHIBITION BILL 
Total Number of Bills 10. 

· Raiji Smt. Jayshri (1), Smt. Uma Nehru (2), Smt. Renu Chakrabarty {2), Smt. 

Sushi/a Adivarekar (1), Smt. Krishna Sahi ·(1), Smt. Pramila Dandavate (2), 
· andSint. Margaret Alva (1). (Annexture /C Srl. 2 to 11). 

The above women parliamentarians in their statements of objects and reasoris 
had stated that the practice of taking or giving dowries had assumed such 
large proportions that the parents had to offer. exorbitant sums to secure 
bridgerooms for their daughters. Moreover~ in some parts of the country there 

· was the praCtice of selling. and buying girls. The object of the Bills was to. 
ensure that the dowry when given should be solely for the benefit of the bride, 
and to constitute the holder of the dowry, who. is generally either the 
bridegroom or his parents, a trustee ofthe dowry for the benefit of the women 
so that she could always' enforce her right at and time. They also complained 

· . that black money in the form of gifts was also being poured in and· the evil 
should be checked and the law implemented effectively. A number of girls 

· have committed suicide or have been, burnt as their parents failed to manage 
the dowry that was demanded by the in-laws. 

The Committee or the Status ofWomen in India (CSWI) considered question 
of the evil of dowry and recommended that offences under the Dowry 
Prohibition Act, 1961 should be made cognizable. Even Lok Nayak J.P . 

. Narayan launched a crusade against the system of dowry. 

The dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 was amended by the Dowry Prohibition 
(Ari.lendment) Act, 1984 to give effect to certain recommendations of the Joint· .. 
Committee of the. Houses of Parliament to examine the question of the 
working ofthe Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 and to maketheprovisions of the 

· Act more stringent and effective.· The provisions of the Dowry Prohibition 
(Amendment) Act, 1984 are still inadequate and the act needs·to be further . 
amended. 

. . . . 

Margaret Alva in.her Bill No. XXIX of 1986 has made far-reaching recom-



mendations to make dowry prohibition effective. In her statement of objects 
· and reasons she has recommended as under: 

(a) Minimum punishment for takin.g or abetting the.taking of dowry under· 
· · Section 3 0 of the Act for five years and a· fine of rupees fifteen. thousand. 

(b) · The burden of proof on the person who takes· or abets the. taking of 
dowry. 

(c) . The statement made by the person aggrieved· by the offence shall not 
subject him to prosecution under the Act. 

(d) The persons making as advertisement regarding offering of dowry or the 
agencies printing or publishing it will be liable for punishment with · 
imprisonment of six inonths to five years or with fine U:pto fifteen 
thousand rupees. 

(e) Offences under the Act are proposed to be made non bailable. 
. . 

(f) Provision for the appointment of the Dowry :Prohibition Officer by the 
state governments for the effective implementation of the Act. The Dowry 
Prohibition Officer will be assisted by the Advisory .Boards consisting 
of not more th~m five social welfare workers (out of whom at least two 
shallbe women) .. 

(g) A new offence of"dowry death" to be included in the Indian Penal Code 
. •. 

and the necessary consequential amendments .in the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973 and in the Indian Evidence Act,l872. 

2. BILLS TO REGULATE AND LICENSE INSTITUTIONS CARING 
FOR WOMEN & CHILDREN UNDER 18YEARS OF AGE 

Total Number of Bills 6 .. · 

INTRODUCERS:- · 
. - : . . . . . . . . 

. Manibhen Pate! (I), Smt. Seeta Parmanand (2), Smi. Indira A. Mayadeo (1),. 

Smt. Kamalendumati Shah (1), and Smt. Jayashree (1). (Annexture /C Srl. 

15 to 19 and 208). 

. 



The above women members of the parliament had stated that: 

A large nlimber of bogus Children's house and Orphanages are existing iri the 
country and exploiting destitute women. and children. Inhuman conditions · 
prevail in these institutions. In order to protect women and children from such 
exploitation, legislation is necessary to regulate and license orphanages and 
other institutions caring for women and children under eighteen years of age 
and to provide for the proper custody, care and training of their irunates . 

. Article 39 of the constitution relating to the Directive Principles of state Policy 
lays down inter alia that "the state in particular direct its policy towards 
securing that childhood and youth are protected against exploitation, and moral· 
and material abandonment. 

3. SUPPRESSION OF IMMORAL TRAFFIC 
IN WOMEN AND CHILDREN . 

Total Number of Bills 5. 

INTRODUCERS:-

Smt. ManibhenPate/(1), Smt. SeetaParmanand (1), Smt. IndiraA. Mayadeo (1), 

· Smt. Uma Nehru (1) andSmt. Margaret Alva (1). (Annexture /C Sri. 20 to 24). 

In the year 1953 three Bills were introduced in Lok Sabha and in Rajya Sabha · 
by Smt. Patel, Smt. Parmanand and Uma Nehru respectively. In the year 1954 
it was introduced again by Smt. Mayadeo in Lok Sabha, In 1986 Smt. Alva 
introduced the Bill in Rajya Sabha. In her statement she stated: 

. . . 

The suppression of immoral traffic in women and Girls Act, 195 6 was enacted 
pursuanc~ of the Intermi.tiorial Convention for the suppression of the Traffic in 
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of others signed at 
New York on 9 May, 1950. It was amended in 1978 to make good some 
inadequacies in the implementation of the Act in the light of the experience . 
gained. in its implementation Despite the amendments to the Actin 1978, it 

. has been felt that enforcement of the Act has not been effective enough to deal 
with the problem of immoral traffic in all its dimensions. Suggestions have 

. been made to Governments by. voluntary organisations working for women~ 
advocacy groups and various individuals urging the enlargement of the. scope 

• 



of the Act, to make penal provisions more stringent and to provide for certain 
minimum standards for correctional treatment and rehabilitation of the 
victims. In view of the afore mentioned suggestions, it is proposed to widen 

. the scope of the Act to cover all persons, whether male or female who are 
exploited sexually for commercial purpose and to make further amendments 
in the Act. The main amendments proposed are as foliows : 

(a) . it is proposed to change the name of the Act to "The Immoral Traffic 
(Prevention) Act" in view of the widening of the scope of the Act to 
cover all persons, whether male or female, who are exploited sexually 
for c.ommercial purposes ; 

(b) it is proposed to make the offence under the Act involving chiMren and 
minors more stringent by enhancing the period of imprisonment when 
offences are committed against children and minors ; 

(c) Trafficking police officer appointed under the Act will be empowered to 
investigated offences having interstate ramifications ; 

(d) Licensing authorities are being empowered to cancel licenses of hotels 
· .. where children or minors are· detected to be used for purposes of 

prostitution; 

(e) in cases of seduction in custody, the punishment is sought to· be 
enhanced to that laid down for rape in the Indian Penal Code ; 

(f)· Section 10 and 12 of the Act providing for the facility of release of 
convicted persons on probation of good conduct or after due admonition· 
and on security from habitual offenders for good behaviour are pro 
posed to be omitted from the Act ; 

(g) provision is being made to medical examination of all persons removed 
from a brothel after a search has been carried out under SeCtion 15 ; 

(h) it is proposed to provide that women or girls removed in pursuance of a 
search made under Section 15 shall be inter:rogated only by women 
police officers and where no women police officers are. available, th~n 
they shall be interrogated only in the presence of a women social worker; 

(i) enabling provisions are being added in the Act to empower the Central 
Government setup special courts with jurisdiction to try offences which 
have inter-state ramifications. 

: 



4. HINDU LAW GOVERNING CHILDLESS WIDOWW 
RIGHT TO PROPERTY 
Total Number of Bills 1. 

INTRODUCER:-

Smt. Radha Kumud Mukharjee (Annexture /C Sri. 2~). 

In 1953 Radha Kumud Mookeljee introduced a Bill in the Rajya Sabhato help . 
the Hindu childless widows to dispose the inherited property to meet their 

. urgent needs. In the statement of objects and reasons she argued as under: 

When a Hindu widow inherits any property she acquires a limited interest 
therein known as a Hindu woman's estate. She can't transfer, sell or 
otherwise/dispose off such property except for legal necessity. Hindu wido~ 
without any issue is worse. She can hardly dispose of the property which she 
has inherited from her husband even if she is in dire need of money, for it is 
sometimes ·difficult to prove legal necessity and the. p~ospective buyers· are 
deterred from the transaction through fear of litigation by reversioners. 

The bar against transfer of property by a Hindu. widow was prescribed many 
centuries ago in the interests of the widow to save her from the unscrupulous 
persons. The conditions of the society have now entirely changed. A childless · 
widow is now hardly looked.after or maintained by her relations as before and 
she is now to protect her interests herself. It is, therefore; desirable that a 
childless widow should be given the freedom to alienate the property which 

. she has inherited to meet her necessities. They should be conferred upon 
absolute right over such property. · 

5. EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK FOR WOMEN WORKER 
· Total Number of Bills 5. 

INTRODUCERS:-

Smt. Renu Chakrabarty (2), Smt. Susheela Gopalan (1), Smt. GeetdMukharjee 

·. (1), Smt. Bibha Ghosh Goswami (1), (Annexture /CSrl. 35,36,37,38, and 68) 



The justification for statutory fixation of equal pay for women workers for 
eq_ual work is obvious. Such provision exists in certain advanced countries .. 
The principal is. embodied in the Indian Constitution. The Equal 
Remuneration Convention of 1951 of the I.L.O. recommends the_ acceptance 

· or equal pay for equal work by the member countries. 

It is, therefore to enact legislation to the effect that in all industries and 
agriculture the lowest minimum wage for the unskilled workers both men and 

. . . . . 

women· shall be the same· and that wage differential- shall be based on skill, 
experience, efficiency and responsibility and not on sex difference. 

The Bills seek to remove the deserved discrimination against women and to 
. ensure equal wage for them for equal work. 

In their statements of objects and reasons theypleaded that the Equal 
Remuneration Act, 1976 was enacted to give effect to the provisions of Art. 
39 of the Constitution, which envisaged that the state shall direct.its policies 
among other things, towards securing equal pay for equal work, both for men 

· and women. But after nine years of its enactment, it is seen in practice that the 
employers are-by-passing the provisions of the Act, taking advantage of the 
extreme unemploymel}t situation that is prevailing in the country. This_ needs 
stringent penal provisions with exemplary penalties for the defaulters. 

Geeta Mukherjee introduced another Bill in the Lok Sabha in 1980 to amend 
the constitution as ci::mtained.in her statement of objects and reasons bel~w: 

-Explaining the objectives of the Directive Principles of State Policy, Art, 37 
of our Constitution says that the principles laid down in that Chapter should 
be considered ''fundamental in the governance of the country arid it shall be 
the duty of the state to apply these principles in making laws." 

_ Three decades have passed since the ·constitution was adopted. Still the 
inequality between man and woman in the sphere of wage for equal work, 

. remains almost as before. if it is left to itself there is hardly any hope that the 
situation will change :in future. Only. determined struggle by the working 

. . . . 

women, for that matters by. the whole of working class have changed the 
situation in some cases. But a vast field still remains uncovered. Statutory 
support encourages these struggles and help other sections see the justice 
behind these~. 



· The constitution should give a greater, push to the whole societyin the attempt 
to implement it in spirit. It should therefore, express the feelings and 
aspirations in concrete form or terms. Hence the Bill for providing equality 
for men and women and for ensuring them equal pay for equal work. 

6. ·DIVORCE OF JUDICIAL SEPARATION · 
Total Number of Bills 3. 

INTRODUCERS:-

Indira A. Mayadeo (1)~ Veena Verma (2). (Anm~xtitre /C Sri. 39,40, and 41) . 

. Indira A. Maydeo introduced a Bill in the Lok Sabha in the year 1956. She 
proposed to .liberalise the grounds for divorce in. Section 10 of the Indian 
Divorce Act 1869, and to bring provisions of that section, so far as may be in 
line with the provisions relating to divorce in the Special Marriage Act, 1954, 
and the Hindl1 Marriage Act, 1955. In addition to this she wanted tci carry out 

. certain amendments ofminor importancein Sections 11,35,39 and 52> 

In her statement of objects and reasons to the Bill, intheRajya Sabha; Veena 
Verma pleaded that to elevate the status of women and save them fro:in 
exploitation their right to husband's property after marriage should berecog- . 
nised by law. If so, the moment she marries she· will start feeling and will 

· overcome the sense ofhelplessness and economic insecurity. This will elimi
mite to a great extentthe cases of separation and divorce whose basic reason is 

· economic in many cases. What she will get on divorce society should grant 
during the subsistence of marriage 

7. CODE OF CRIMINALPROCEDURE 
. Total Number of Bills 2. 

INTRODUCERS:-

Smt. Subhadra Joshi and Smt.Seeta Parmanand. (Annexture /C Sri. 43 and 44). 



· In the year 1957 Subhadra Joshi introduced in the Lok Sabha Bill No. 90 
dated December, 1957. She said that in case ofbigamy a women is required to 
spend money in litigation and suffer hardship which should be removed. Again 
in 1958 Seeta Parrnanand placed Bill No. 13 in the Rajya Sabha. It was 
proposed to fill in certain hicunae in the existing provisions of the Code of . 
Criminal Pro~edure 1898 to ensure speedy.disposal of justice. 

. . 

8. CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 
Total Number of Bills 4. 

INTRODUCERS:-
. . . 

Smt. Pramila Dandavate (3), Smt. Geeta Mukharjee (1). (Annexture./C Sri.· 
47,48,49 and 50). 

Pramila Dandavate introduced anotherBill No. 183 in the Lok Sabha in 1980. 
She stated that the Committee on the Status of women in India (CSWI) 
considered the question of the evil of dowry and recommended that offenders 

. underthe Prohibition of Dowry Act, 1961 should be made cognizable. 
. . 

The bill regarding amendment of the· Indian Penal laws sought to provide 
punishment to the offenders. 

She introduced another Bill, No. 76 in the Lok Sabha in 1981 to amend the 
Code of Criminal Producer, 1973. In her statement of objects and reasons she . 
said·as under: 

Maintenance like other branches of family law (marriage, divorce, 
inherita11ce) is governed by different laws, like Christian law, Parsi law, ·. 
Muslim law and Hindu law .• But in all cases the personal maintenance of the 
wife arises out of status and not from any contract between husband and wife. 

Although the personal law gives the women a special position the· Criminal 
· Procedure Code is not adequate enough to protect the. rights ·of women; 

However a retrograde step and that ·too against the directive principles has 
been the exclusion of Muslim wives from the benefiCial provisions. 



In her provision regarding maintenance under the· Criminal Procedure Code, 
1973 the sum mentioned is Rs. 500,00 as the maximum. This amount does not · 
benefit the dependent or the. deserted wife in the present difficult economic 
conditions . 

Besides, how can justice in matters of marital rights and responsibilities, right 
to maintenance, mother's guardianship of children and inheritance be 
different for various sections of people? 

It is; therefore imperative that Section 125 ofthe.Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1973 is being suitably amended so as to give better status to women and 

. . 

remove the discrimination .in the provisions for the mainten~nce of the 
dependants and the deserted wives and also to provide adequat~ economic 

· assistance. 

Once again Pramila Dandavate intrqduced another Bill No: 75 in the Lok 
Sabha in 1984 and Geeta Mukhatjee in 1985 to amend the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973 and the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. In their statement of 
objects and reasons they argued: 

Tensions are building in the matrimonialrelationships due torapid changes in . 
. the social and economic conditions, industrialisation and changes in the. 
values system. Indian society which has come under the influence of Western 
Cl!lture withoutdiscarding the feudal mentality has accepted its COnsumerism 
and materialistic outlook on life. However, failure to appreciate the · 
fundamental value· of equality of human being has resulted in the erosion of 
moral values. 

Women are the worst victims of this phenomena. The rudderless society which 
has lost its traditional values and is incapable to accept modem ones is 
denying justice to the women. No wonder, cases of deaths, desertions, rapes 
and prostitution are on the increase. 

Despite many benevolent laws· the women continue to suffer. Beside 
· economic dependence on the husband for survival, poverty arid ignorance of · 
law,· basic defects in the laws of maintenance and marriage contribute· to the 
factors responsible for injustice to women and children. Changes in these 
laws will help in getting expeditious relief. 



9. PAYMENT OF MATERNITY & MEDICAL BENEFITTO WOMEN 
Total Number of Bills 2. 

INTRODUCERS:-

Smt. Renu Chakrabarty and Smt. Susheela Gopalan. (Annexture /C Sr/; 53,209). 

· Renu Chakrabarty introduced a Bill in the Lok Sabha in 1958 and Smt. Gopalan 
. introduced in 1969 to prevent the employment of women in factories, 

plantations and other establishments for some time before and some time 
after confinement and to provide for payment of maternity and medical 
benefits to them. In their.statements of objects and reasons they said asunder: 

In order to permit a woman to fulfil her double role of a worker and.a mother, 
dedicating her energy to raise both the wealth ofthe·riation and the family, as 
well as to rear up healthy, happy children the need for .an All-India Maternity 
Benefit legislation has become necessary. Although state legislation guide 

' ' 

Maternity Benefits, the All India legislation has been demanded for a long time. 

1. because there is such wide divergence of the law varying from state to 
state; 

. 2. because Maternity Benefit in plantations inbeing widely Circumvented 
due to loopholes in the state laws ; 

3. White collar women workers in offices, in schools and. colleges and in 
other institutions have no legal act guiding their right to Maternity Benefit. 

Although the Central Government has asked state governments to revise their 
· Maternity Benefit laws and made them conform to certain common 
standards, as yet very few state.govemments have complied with this.request 
while many workers continue to face the sufferings· arising out of the 
loopholes and inequities of the existing Maternity Benefit laws. Dismissals · 
from service and threats of being rendered unemployed are commonly used 

· · devices to circumvent the law. The rates are often low and payment so long 
deferred that the very purpose of the Act is often defeated. Hence the urgent 

· necessity of the All-India Act. 



10. HINDU MINORITY AND GUARDIANSHIP 
Total Number of Bills 1: 

INTRODUCER:-

Smt~Seeta parmanand. (Annexture /C Srl. 61). 

Seeta Parmanand introduced the Bill in the Lok Sabha in the year 1960 to 

amend the Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956. In her statement of 
. objects and reasons she stated the case as under: 

. . 
. . . 

According to the provisions of Section 6 of th~ Hindu Minority and 
Guardianship Act, 1956, the father is the natural guardian of a Hindu Minor if · 
such is a boy or an unmarried daughter and the mother. comes in after the 

· . father. The custody of the child is vested in the mother only upto the age of 

five. Since the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 came into force, the economic 

· position has considerably improved. In view of the changed circumstances it 

is necessary now that the mother should be· given preference· over the father 
for the natural guardianship of her daughter till she is married and of her son 
till he completes the age of ten year. 

11. CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL 
Total Number of Bills 1. 

INTRODUCER:-

Smt. Geeta Mukharjee~ (Annexture /C Srl. 69). 

It is .clear that inspite of the constitutional guarantees and numerous legislations 

for providing equal status to women, the fact ~erriains that the women in India 

are even to-'day treated as second class citizens and inferior beings. Women 
are socially oppressed and economically dependent. .This stands in the way of 
the emancipation of women and contributes greatly to the social backward-

. ness of our country. 

The condition of women can improve considerably, if proper implementation 
of several legislations which are meant for improving the socio-economic 



status of women, is ensured. Only under that condition, the constitutional 
safeguards provided to women would also have meaning, Today this 
guarantee is totally absent and everything is left to the mercy ofthe executive. 

and. administration. They are in the way accountable to parliament. 

And this is the situation bureaucrats and the government often take callous . 
attitude towards the problems relating to the social status of women. It is 
necessary to put an end to this situation so that the social progress would not 
be thwarted. Hence this Bill. 

INTRODUCERS:-:-

12. ADOPTION OF CHILDREN 
Total Number of Bills 1. 

Smt; Mangla Devi Talwar. (Annexture /C Sri. 91). 

Dr. (Mrs.) Mangla Devi Tal war introduced the Bill in the Rajya Sabha in 1970 · 
to provide for a uniform code of procedure for the adoption of children. In her 

· . statement of objects and reasons she has recommended an effective procedure 
for adoption as under : 

. . . . .. 

To promote the best interests of the Child, and to safeguard the rights. of his 
natural and adoptive parents an effective adoption procedure is necessary. 
This will reduce to a minimum the hazards that now surround adoption in 
many places, and would also bring about a wider use of the legal safeguards to 
which without families of their own are entitled. · 

· At present adoption or "Dattaka Vidhan" is considered necessary only to· 
perform sacramental and ablution rights for ancestors, and only a son is 
entitled to perform this ceremony. Therefore girls are not given or taken in .. 
adoption and a male child is taken in adoption which is nearest of kin or 
comes from the same family of the adoptive. In certain cases women has no 

· right to adopt except with the assent of her husband. All these lacunae in the 
existing law require .through examination and change and a· general law of 

·. . . . 

adoption. which can apply to all communities. is urgently necessary.· 

.· 



Nothing in this Bill is intended to affect the existing law of adoption 
. applicable to Hindus. This Bill is primarily intended for the benefit to 
communities ·other than Hindus. It is, however,. also made clear if Hindus are 

. . . 

desirous of adopting a child under this Act, is shall be competent for them to do. 

13. INDIAN INDUSTRIES ANI) WORKERS, 
WELFARE OF WOMEN EMPLOYER BILL 

. Total Number of Bills 2. 

INTRODUCERS:.-

Smt. Susheela Gopalan and Smt. Bibha Ghosh Goswami. ( Annexture /C · 
Srl. 98,99). 

Smt. Susheeia Gopalan in 1982 and Smt. Ghosh Goswami in 1985 had 
introduced Bill in the Lok Sabha to provide for the welfare of women 
employed in various industries and establishments. In their statement of 
objects and reasons they had stated the case as uncier: . 

The number of working women in industries and establishments is substantial 
and their living conditions need amelioration. Welfare facilities which are at . 
present being made available to and enjoyed by· the working women in 
various industries and establishments are not adequate and satisfactory. These 
measures have limited coverage in as much as they prescribe same measures 
to improve the working conditiond of the working women in industrial premises ·. 
only, such as cleanliness, ventilation, first aid, canteen, working hours, weekly 

. holidays, etc. In so far as the field oflabour welfare is concerned, the existing 
enactments don't provide for proper medical, educational, recreational 
facilities for them as well as for the children of working women. Regarding 
security, transport, accommodation, special facilities for difficult days and 
some special problems peculiar to women, no enactment has been made. There 
are enough loopholes for the employers to escape the provisions of the 
existing enactments. Hence, it is felt· that the burden to give reasonable 
working conditions and other facilities to the working women must fall upon 
the government. A cominon fund for the welfare of the working women in all. 
Industries and establishments will considerably reduce the administrative. 



expenditure as well as the gap between the need and availability of welfare 
measures for the working woinen. This Bill is intended to supplement the 
efforts of the employers or the government in ameliorating. the living 

. condition of the working womeri. 

14. THE PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
Total Number of Bills 2. 

INTRODUCERS:-
. . . . 

Smt. Geeta Mukharjee and Smt. Susheela Gopalan. (Annexture /C Srl.1 02, 171). 

Geeta Mukherjee introduced the Bill in the Lok Sabha jn 1983 to providefor 
reservation for women in posts or appointments in services under the control 
of the central government. In her statement of objects and reasons she has 
mentioned the case as under : 

Unemployment is an acute problem for the both men and women and a 
structural reform is needed for its solution. So long as that is not done, this .. 
problem is bound to increase. At the same ti:rne constant endeavour is 
necessary for lessening the problem even within the present structure. Urgent 
steps are not necessary that : 

In· the existing situation a most disturbing situation· is the declining trend 
Women's employment. This declining trend in the organised and many other 
spheres was witnessed in the fiftees. During the International Women's year 
in the seventies this problem was particularly emphasized by the women's 
organisations. But the situation still is· extremely unsatisfactory. The 

. consecutive census figures are revealing indicators. In 1961 census the 
percentage of women in the total work force was 28 percent. This Itself was 
far less than 1951 census. But in 1971 census it was found to be only 14.2 
percent. Though in the 1981 census the figure is 20.85 percent, it can be seen 
that it is much less than that of the 1961 census, not to speak of the 1951 
census. It is well-known that the women have been practically driven out from 
the traditional organised industries, such asjute, textile, coal, etc. Their entry 
into other industries has not at all compensated the loss. 

. 



Moreover, women are facing retrenchment in a big way: A couple of years ago .. 
50,000 women were retrenched from match industry only in one.state. New 
women in Tobacco industry are facing large scale retrenchment. Even public 

· sector undertakings, such as Coal India, are diminishing the number of women 
employees on one pretext or the other. The situation in the agricultural field is 
no better. The number of women cultivators were 31.8 million in 1961, but iri 
1981 this figure dwindled to 15.1 million. It is true, that the number of women 
in the offices and in the field of education has somewhat increased and that is 
creating an illusion among a section of the public that women. are getting 
better share of jobs; But compan.~d to the total women population needing 

. work, the number of employed women is still insignificant. 

In fact, that attitude of the society towards womeri's employment still is that 
they are not bread earners, their employment is only for a subsidiary income 
for the family. But in actual practice to-day women are the bread earners of 
the family and in many cases the sole bread-winners. In the family their 

· income is an .essential factors for the subsistence of the famlly. -

Since Government of India is the largest employer, they should set the pace 
and.make other sectors in industry and service follow suit. But without an 
express legislative direction the situation can:'t be improved: 

Therefore, in this Bill, it is suggested that 25 percent of all the jobs, in public 
industry, in government services and in educational institutions should be . 
reserved for women. 

Same Bill was in-troduced by Smt. Gopalan in 1992; her Bill was known as 
Reservation of parts for Women (in Government services) Bill, 1992. 

15. ABOLITION OF THE PRACTISE OF DEVDASI 
AND MURLI IN INDIA 
Total Number ofBills·l. 

INTRODUCER:-

Smt. UshaPtakash Chowdhary. (Annexture /C Sri .. 117). · 

. 



Usha Prakash Choudhuri introduced the Bill in the Lok Sabha in 1982 in 
abolish the practice ofDevdasi and Murli in India. In her statement of objects 
and reasons she has mentioned the case as under : 

Devdasi and Murli Practice is in vogue in our country for centuries:. It is a 
. great social evil. Under the practice the parents dedicate their adolescent and 
young girls to temples,·who are latter on driven to prostitution. 

The girl to the temple under the Devdasi practice before she attains the age of · 
youth. When the girl is still an infant or a child, her parents, gilardians or 

. relative take a vow to offer her to a particular god or goddess: This evil of 
offering one girl from such family to the.God is based on the superstition that 
the family would always be enjoying the grace of that god or goddess. It is 
binding on the girl offered to the god not to marry, and in case she defies this 
rule, it is believed that she and family would be victims of the course of that 
god/goddess. As soon as the girl is an adult, a ceremony is performed at her 
house or in the temple. Her parents search out a suitable man for her who is 
always the highest bidder. As such he attains the right of living with that girl 
who is offered as Devdasi. Thus the girl is reduced to the status of being 
merely like the wife of that man. It is a moral study of that man to provide for 
her.maintenance. 

But it is not a social nor any legal liability. That man may abandon her when 
. he loves her no more and feels that she had lost her charm .. Placed in such a 
position she is left with no alternative, but to fall a prey to prostitution. When 
the Devdasis of big cities go back to their villages and narrate stories of their 
prosperity, affluence, pump and show to those abandoned Devdasis, itis but . 
natural for the latter to be attracted towards the ponipous·citylife. As there are 
no means. of livelihood in villages, the poor and innocent Devdasis leave their 
villages for cities and begin to lead a life of prostitute there. There parents also 
generally do not object to it because they feel and hope that girls would 

. maintain themselves in cities and also supports their families. 

The exploitation perpetuated on a section these Devdasis is beyond 
description and imagination. The children of such Devdasis can't use the name . 
of their father as a matter of right. The new generation in this unfortunate tribe 

. poses a big question and problem to the society to.;.day. Though they can be 
. . 

provided education and employment, yet they are deprived of social 



~~--------------------------------------~--------------~-----------~ 

recognition. As a·result of this, these unfortunate women are forced to le.ad a 
disgraceful life. This evil is rampant in the bordering areas of Maharashtra . · 
and Karnataka. This practice is the.· result of illiteracy, super!)tition and 
poverty of the people. The Devdasis are popularly kllown as "Jogti" which is 

· perhaps the corrupt form of" Yogini". It is surprising enough to note that 
dedication: of a girl as Devdasi is considered auspicious in family, but remains 
only as excuse to escape from liability of her marriage. It is only a device to 
meet the urge of lustful persons and to exploit the helpless and innocent girls. 
It would, therefore, be a great service to those unfortunate . girls and to the 
society as a whole if this social evil is eradicated by abolishing this practice of 
Devdasi Murli. 

. . . . . 

Along with the abolition of the practice of Devdasi or Murli: it is very 
necessary that the existing Devdasis or Murlis are economically rehabilitated 
by the Government. They should be provided with some alternative means of · 
livelihood. The. government should therefore, frame and implement a scheme · 
for their economic rehabilitation so as to eradicate this social evil. 

Another humanitarian problem is the denial of the right to the sons and 
· daughters of a Devdasi or Murli to use the name of their mother, instead of 

their father for any official or non official purpose. They should be given this 
right by law and should also have the right to inherit the. property of their 
mother. 

16. COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGE IN INJ)IA 
Total Number of Bills 2. 

INTRODUCERS:;. 

Smt. Vidya Chenupatty and Smt.Prainiia Dandavate. (Annexture /C Srl.118, 119). 

· Vidya Chamupati introduced the BilHn the Lok Sabha in 1982 to provide for 
compulsory Registration of marriage in India; In her statement of objeCts and 
reasons she has mentioned the case as under : 

At present there is no system of registering marriage on a compulsory basis 
except for Christians married under the Indian Chirstian Marriage Act, 1872, 



the Parsees married under the Parsi Marriage ancl Divorce Act, 1936 and 
marriage celebrated Provisions of the Special Marriage Act,. 1954~ 

Marriage are solemnised in accordance with the customs and practices of the 
respective cmnmunities but in many cases there is no authentic record about 
them can be produced whenever questions like succession affect1ng women · 
come up in courts. In divorce cases also such record in necessary._ 

In recent years innumerable cases of harassment of women by their husbands 
and in-law, on the grounds of bringing insufficient dowry., have come to light. 
In some cases the husbands go to the extent of deserting their wives and 
discouraging· their mamages. Even police fail to· investigate such .cases for 
want of authentic record to indicate that marriage had.actually taken place of 
the victimized women. Cases have also been reported to recent months of 
women having been enticed to undergo fake ceremonies with strangers, with 
false promises of being taken to foreign countries for enjoying' an affluent life. 

. . . . . 

Section 8 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 gives option to the state . . 

. governments to provide for compulsory registration of marriages. But no. 
compulsory registration of marriage is envisaged under the Act. 

To curb the malpractices indicated above compulsory registration of marriages 
is necessary. Also the requirement of furnishing the ages of bride and 
bridegroom at the time ofthe registration of marriage shall thepurpose of 
preventing child marriage. 

Pramila Dandavate also introduced the Bill irt the Lok Sabha in 1982. In her 
statement ofobjects and reasons she has mentioned the case as under : 

The security and sanctity of marriage is fast dimnishing Number of dowry 
murders or suicides due. to mental and physical torture inflicted on young 
wives is increasing at an alarming rate. Women are· marrying illegally, 
contravening the law relating to prohibition of polygamy. 

There is· an urgent need to protect women from destitution, polygamy and 
economic insecurity. 



. ·17. PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS OF MARRIED WOMEN · 
Total Number of Bills 4. 

INTRODUCERS:-: · 

. Smt. Vidya Chenupatty (1) and Smt. Basav Rajeshwari (3). ( Annexture /CSrl. 
122,123,186 and 195 ). 

Kusum Krishna Murthy introduced the Bill in the Lok Sabha in 1982 to amend 
the .protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955. In her statement of objects and 
reasons she has mentioned the case as under : 

Untouchability has been abolished under Article 17 of the Constitution and 
the protection of the Civil Rights Act, 1955 has been on the Statute Book for 

. several years. Yet untouchability in several forms is still perpetrated 
throughout the country, particularly· in rural areas. Though the practice of 
u!ltouchability is a cognizable offence very few cases are reported or taken . 
cognizance of since the victims of such untouchability belong to the poor and 
downtrodden communities, they dare not report the cases for fear of reprisals 

· from the offenders who belong to the so-called privileged classes. Even when 
the offences of untouchability are reported the cases are hardly proved ofthe. 
difficulties faced by the cases are hardly proved because of the difficulties 
faced by the victims in producing evidence against heavy odds. And even 
when a case is proved the punishment awarded to offender is very light and it 
has no deterrent effect. 

Bearing all these in view, the legal requirements of producing evidence by the 
· victims should be dispensed· with and the Magistrate conducting· the trial in· 
the case should judge the merits of the fact~· of the case and award his 
judgement. Also the punishment to be awarded in cases ofuntouchability 
offences should be. enhanced to have a deterrent effect. 

. Smt.Basav Rajeswari also introduced 3 Bills on the same.issue iri 1988,1990 
and in 1991. 



18. INDECENT REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN THROUGH 
ADVERTISEMENT, PUBLICATION, PAINTING & FIGURES 

Total Number of Bills·]. 

INTRODUCER: 

Smt. Margaret Alva. (Annexture /C Srl. 130). 

Margaret Alva introduced the Bill in the Rajya Sabha in 1986 to prohibit 
indecent representation of women through Advertisements, or in publications, 
writings, paintings, figures or in any other manner and matters connected· 
therewith or inCidental thereto. In her statement of objects and reasons she 
has mentioned the case as under : · 

The law relating to obscenity in this country is codified in Sections 292, 293. 
and. 294 of the Indian Penal Code. In spite of these provisions, there is a 
growing body of indecent representation of women or references to women 
publications, particularly advertisements, etc., which have the effect of 
denigrating women and are derogatory to women. Though there may be no 
specific intention, these advertisements, publications, etc., have an effect of 
depraving or corrupting persons. It is, therefore felt necessary to have a 
separate legislation to effectively prohibit the indecent representation of women 
through advertisements, books, pamphlets, etc. · 

The salient features of the Bill are : 

(a) Indecent ·representation of women has been defined to mean the 
depiction in any manner of the figure of a women part thereof in such a 
way as to have the effect of being indecent or derogatory to or 
denigrating women or is likely to deprave, corrupt or injure the public 
morality or morals. 

(b) It is proposed to prohibit all advertisement publications etc., which 
corttain.indecent representation of women in form. 

. : . . . . . . . . . . 

(c) · It has also been proposed to prohibit selling, distribution, circulation of 
any books, pamphlets etc., containing indecent representation of women. 

(d) Offences. under the Act are ma:de punishable with. imprisonment of ·· 
either description for a term extending to two years and fine extending 



to two thousand rupees on first conviction. Second and subsequent convic- . 
tions will attract a higher punishment. 

19. PROHIBITION OF TESTS FOR PRE-BIRTH·. 

INTRODUCERS:- . 

SEX DETERMINATION 
Total Number ofBills 3. 

Ms. Meira Kumar (1) and Smt. Basav Rajeshwari (2). (Annexture /C Srl. 
132,189 and 196). 

Meira Kumar· introduced the Bill in theLok Sabha 1987 to prohibit tests for · 
pre-birth sex determination and for matters connected therewith of incidental· 
thereto. In her statement of objects and reasons she has mentioned the case as 
under: 

The mid seventies modem techniques were introduced in India to examine the 
foetus with a view to detect the genetic defects in it. These tests also revealed 
the sex of the. foetus. In her pre-dominantly patriarchal social system of the 
country there is a deep-rooted aversio11 towards having a female child. The birth. 
of a· female child is considered as a· lose of prestige and financial burden to the 
parents of the child. Unborn child leads to female foeticide. These tests are now 
being increasingly used by the parents and.the medical practitioners alike for 
pre-birth .sex determination with the intention of aborting the female foetus . 

. The obje~tive of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 was to 
avoid risk to the life of the pregnant women or graves injury to her physical or 
mental health or to avoid the risk of having a seriously handicapped child. 
The provisions of the Act are being misused for conducting a female · 
foeticide. Nevertheless the test is the root cause of the present day large scale 

. femicide. Since the instances of genetic defects of the foetus ·are rare as 
compares to technological femicide, the benefits of the test are far outweighed 

· by the damage done by it. Hence the test must be banned. 



. . . 

The Bill seeks to avoid imbalance in male, female resulting in dangerous 
consequences. Above all, it seeks to arrest the role of modem technology in 

· dehumanising the human minds by punishing the offenders. · 

Smt. Basava Rajeshwarihas had also introduced the same Bill twice in 1990 
and in 1991. 

20. MARRIAGE LAWS (AMENDMENT) BILL 
Total Number of Bills .1. 

INTRODUCER: 

Smt. Jayanti Patnaik (Annexture /C Srl. 154). 

Smt. Patnaik has had introduced the Bill in Lok Sabha on 6.12.1985. The Bill 
mainly sought the insertion ofNew Section 25A, and it also sought to provide 
for payment as Alimony to· a Divorcee wife at least one half of the total 
property, income and other assets owned by the husband. 

INTRODUCER: 

21. PROHIBITION OF SAT/ BILL 
Total Number of Bills 1. 

Smt. Basav Rajeshwari (Amiexture /C Srl. 163). 

Smt. Raj eshwari has had introduced the Bill in Lok Sabha on 20.11.1987. 
. . 

. . . 

22. MEDICAL TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY BILL 
Total Number of Bills 2. 

INTRODUCERS:-

. Smt.Sumitra Mahajan and Ms. Uma Bharti. ( Annexture /C Srl. 17 4 cmd 185 ). ·. 

The Bill was known as Medical Termination Of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 

I 



--•. · 

1991 (Amendment of Section 3 & 4). The Bill sought toproviqe that no 
pregnancy of a woman shall be terminated by a registered medical . 
practitioner or practitioners, As the case may be, if he or they have.teason to
believe that such termination is sought with intention to commit female 
foeticide after haying determined the . sex of the child to be born by a sex 
determination test. 

INTRODUCERS: 

23 .. MOTHER LINAGE BILL 
Total Number ofBills_2. 

Ms. Uma Bhcirti (Annexture /C Sri. 179 & 184). 
. . : . . . . . . 

· Ms. Bharti has had introduced the bill twice once in 1990 and again in 1991. · 
The Bills were sought to provide for the right to trace one's lineage from the 
side of one's mother. 

24. WORKING WOMEN WELFARE BILL 
Total Numbers of Bills 2. 

INTRODUCERS: 

Ms. UmaBharti (Annexture /C Sri. 181 &183). · 
. . . 

. Ms: Bh~ri:i has had. introduced the Bill tWice, once iri 1990 and·ag~in in·1991 .. · 
The Bill sought to provide for the welfare of women employment in various 
industries and establishment. 

and 



INTRODUCERS: 

25. WIDOW WELFARE BILL 
Total Number of Bills 2. · 

Smt.Basav Rajeshwari (Annexture /C Sri. 187 & 205). 

-

Smt. Rajeshwari has had introduced the Bill twice, once in 1989 and again in 
1990. 

· The Bill sought to provide for payment· of pension and provision of other 
facilities to widows. 

-----------------------------------------



QUESTIONS ON WOMEN RAISED 
BY 

WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIAN 

BASAV RAJESWARI SMT. 

Participation of women in Developement Process (XXXVI - 17.3. 88./99-1 00). 
Seminar on "Women and Access to Land and other Productive Resources" 
(XXXV- 7.3.88./390-91). 
Women Developement Corporations (XXXVII- 7.4.88./69-71). 
National Commission on Self-Employed Women (XL- 4.8.88./122-24). 
Benefit to Women under Rural Developement Programmes (VIII- 19.8.85./ 
196-97) .. 
Proposal to take more women into Civil Services (XXIV- 25.2.87./170-72). 
SAARC workshop on women (XXIV- 5.3.87./258). 
Seminar on upliftment ofwomen (XXVIII- 30.4.87./183-84). 
Committee to monitor implementation of law on immoral traffic in women 
and girls (XXVII- 16.4.87./335-36). 
Homes for widows and destitute women (Q.No. 661, 13.3.94./ computer no. 
092197). 
Working women's hostels and day care inA.P. (Q.No. 341,19.3.93./comp no. 
076726). 
Laws relating to women ( Q.No. 287, 17.3.92./comp no. 064636). 
Prevention of forcible marriage of adolescent girls (Q.No. 82, 25.2.92./comp 
no. 062581). 

BENARJEE MAMTA Ms . . 

International Women's Day (XXVI- 9.4.87./13). 
Conference of State Ministers on women's developement (XL- 5.8.88./18-24). 
Honorarium paid to female attendants (XLII- 2.9.88.1155,.58). 
Employment of women in Electronics Industry (VIII- 19.8.85./31-32). 

BHANDARI D.K SMT. 

Assistance for setting up of training centres for rehabilitation of women in 
distress (XVI- 17.4.86./41). 
Allotment of flats to widows under new pattern HUDCO Scheme, 1979 



(XXVIII- 4.5.87./241). 
Financial assistance to organise women developement centres by colleges of 
Delhi University (:XXVIII-7.5.87./121-22). 
Financial assistance to women entrepreneurs (XXVII-22.4.87./237-38).Socio
economic programme for women of weaker sections (XXVIII-30.4.87./157-60). 
Implementation of social legislation on Anti Dowry Act (:XXXVIII-21.4.88./ 
89-90). 
Short stay home for women and girls at Gangtok (:XXXV-7.3.88./368-69). 
Encouragement to women entrepreneurs (XII-17.12.85./92). 
Maternal deaths in Pregnancy cases (XII-12.12.85./156). 

CHATURVEDIVIDYAWATI SMT. 

Job to gas affected women in Bhopal (XXXI-27.8.87./144). 
Regionallmbalance of literacy among women (XIV-16.3.81./12). 

CHAUDHARI USHA SMT. 

Employment and other assistance to blind women (XV-2.4.86./66-70). 
Representation of women in selection board (XVII-30.4.86./169). 
Seminar on women worker in unorganised sector (XVII-5.5.86./87-93). 
Krishna Iyer Committee Report on Female Prisoners (:XXVI-9.4;87./94-95). 
Child prostitution and sale of women in M.P. (XXX-13.8.87./85-86). 
Guidelines about separation of women and children prisoners (XXIX-7.8.87./118). 
Increasing number ofunmarried women (X:XXI-27,8.87./261). 
Plight ofyoung destitute girls (XLV-8.3.8./149-51) .. 
Increase in employment opportunities for women (XLVI-27.3.84./92-93). 
Generation of gainful employment for women in rural areas (XXXVII -18.4.83 ./ 
71-72). 

Schemes sponsored by central social welfare board for welfare of women 
(X:XXV-17.3.83./ 111-12). 
Appointment of a committee to suggest employment opportunities for women 
(XL-16.8.83./152-58). 

Blind women institutions engaged for their education, and rehabilitation (XL-
18.8.83./221-23). 
Educational opportunities for women (X:XXIX-4.8.83./91-94). 
Participation ofwomen in science and technology (XXV-11.3.82./254). 
Implementation of recommendation made by committee on status of women 



(xvi-27 .4.81/140-43). 
Dowry Prohibition (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Sections 2,3, etc.) by 
Smt. Pramila Dandavate Consd. (XI-19.12.80./371-77). 
Bride burning cases (XXXVI-16.3.88./93-110). 
Dehli Police women's cell (XXXVI-9.3.88./225). 
Dowry deaths (XXXV-24.2.88./77-78). 
Emerg~ncy shelters for battered women (XXXVII-7.4. 8 8./7 6-77). 
Pregnancy after sterilisation operations (XXXIX-12.5.88./169-71). 
Rape cases (XXXV-242.88./163-64). 
Women judges in High Courts and Supreme Court (XXXIX-11.5.88./93-94). 
Conference of State Ministers on Women Developement (XL-4.8.88./18-24). 
Industrial training to women in the country (IV-16.4.85./186). 
Meetings of UN Member states in Nairobi to review the progress made during 
UN Decade for women (VIII-8.8.85./138-43). 
Security at women's hostel (VIII-7.8.85./120-21). 
Institutions working for the upliftment of women (XI-12.12.85./109-10). 
Working conditions of women worker in unorganised sectors (XI-16.12.85./ 
136-37). 

DANDAVATE PRAMILA SMT. 

Acquittal of Dowry Accused (XLVI-28.3.84./152-53). 
Compelling of Small Girls to embrace Prostitution (XLVI-4.4.84./126). 
Deaths ofwomeri in Delhi (XLV-7.3.84./172-73). 
Demands of women employees of Western Railway (XLVI-29.3.84./156). 
Increase iri Prostitution (XLVI-4.4.84./304-05). 
Minor girls bonded prostitutes (XLVIII-3.5.84./286). 
More jobs for women during Seventh Plan (XLVIII-9.5.84./232). 
Raising of Women Police Force in states to deal with crimes against women 
(XLVII-18.4.84./121-22). 
Strength ofWomen Police in Delhi (XLVI-11.4.84./93-94). 
Study to crime against women (XLVII-21.4.84./22). · 
Dowry cases referred to CBI (XXXIV-23.2.83./199-200). 
Increasing unemployment against women (XXXVII-12.4.83./204). 
Lodging of displaced widows and their wards from Bangladesh in Mahila 
Ashram, Kamal (XXXVIII-3.5.83./158). 
Delay in Investigation of Dowry Deaths (XL-17.8.83./96-98). 



---------

Free Education to girls upto Class X (XL-11.8.83./143-44). 
Shelter homes for women harassed for dowry (XL-18.8.83./217-18). 
Committee for implementing Suggestion of Committee on Status of Women 
(XXVIII-22.4.82:/124-27). 
Instructions to states on Death of Young Married Women (XXIV-24.2.82./ 
158-59). 
Deputation of Wives of Textile workers from Modi Nagar (XVI -29 .4. 81./281). 
Dowry Deaths (XX-16.9.81./218-19). 
National Commission for Women (XIII-2.3.81./111-12). 
Atrocities on Women, Harijans and Weaker Sections in Dissolved States (II-
19.3.80./142). 
Survey of Crimes against women (X-3.12.80./130-31). 
Dowry Prohibition (Amendment) Bill : Amendment of Section 2,3 etc. by 
Pramila Dandavate: Consid. (X-5.12.80./347-57). (XI-19.12.80./289-90). 

GODFREY M SMT. 

Admission of girls in sainik schools (XV-19.5.72./31). 
Measure to remove economic and social injustice to women (Res)(LI-25.4.75./ 
345). 

GHOSH GOSWAMI BIBHA SMT. 

Setting up of women developement centres in Colleges (IX-22.8.85./337). 
Ratio of women staff in I.O.C. and other units (V-7.5.85./349). 
Rescue of women forced into prostitution (V-8.5.85./88-89). 
Crime against Women (XXXVII-6.4.88./3-16). 
Sati incidents (XXXV-25.2.88./19-22). 
Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill passed by Rajya Sabha Consid. (XLIV-
29.11.88./284-86). 
Rep01ied decline trend in women's employment and retrenchment of women 
employees in several industries (C.A.)(XXXVII-12.4.83./346-53). 
Recruitment of Female Workers in Bharat Cooking Coal Ltd. Ekra Vasudevpu:r 
Colliery (III-25.3.80./56). 
Seats for working women and trainees in vocational training centres (II-
13.3.80./33) .. 

Application of Coroners Act to deal with Dowry Deaths in Delhi (XXXIX-
3.8.83./103-05). 



Alleged termination of services of Girls by Private Firm at Visakhapatnam 
(LV-8.1.76./34-35). 
National Plan of Action for Women (LIX-29.3.76./37). 
Retrenchment of women workers in Industries (LIX-1.4.76./67-68). 
Maternity leave to women employees in P&T Dept. (X-26.11.85./72). 

GOPALAN SUSEELA SMT. 

Molestation of women by army men in Puri-Howrah express (XXXVIII-
24.3.70./269). 
Memorandum from Paschim Banga Mahila Samiti Re: atrocities on Women 
In West Bengal (XLII-28.7.70./114). 
Payment of city compensatory allowance to Nursing staff in Delhi (XI/8787). 
Selection by U.P.S.C. of Lecturers for Women's College, Tripura (XIII/2453). 
Study of Crime Against Women (XLVII-21.4.84./23). 
Decrease in female cabin crew in lA (XXXVI-8.4.83./115-16). 
Application of Coroners Act to deal with Dowry Deaths in Delhi (XXXIX-
3.8.83./103-05). 
Dowry Deaths (XXXIX-27.7.83./251-54). 
Amount spent on women cell in 1981-82 in various Ministries (XXVII-
15.4.82./180-81). 
Dowry Deaths in New Delhi (XXVI-24.3.82./164-65). 
Lady employees in FACT, Kerala (XVI-21.4.81./75-76). 
Regional Imbalance of Literacy among women (XIV-16.3.81./13-14). 
Provision of creche facility for women Employees in EPF Organisation (L-
14.8.84./311). 

Exploitation of Women in Unorganised Sector Q.No.1373, 4.3.92. 
comp.no.063404. 
Female Literacy Q.No.861, 4.5.93. comp.no.082786. 

GUHA PHULRENU DR. 

Handling over possession of plot by the Ministry of Centre for Women's De
velopment Studies (XXII-24.11.86./264-65). 
Memmial for World's first women doctor Mary Sherict (XXI-13.11.86./114-15). 
Mother's Health and Infant Mortality Rate (XXI-20.11.86./47). 
Reprint of Report of Committee on status ofwomen (XXII-20.11.86./212-3). 
Crimes against Women Cell (XXXIXA.5.88./55-56). 



Crimes against Women (X:XXVI-16.3.88./186-204). 
HighPoweredCommitteeonTechnicalEducationofWomen(XXXVII-7.4.88./216). 
LokAdalat for Dowry Cases (XXXVI-16.3.88./25-28). 
Women benefited Under Self-Employment Scheme for Educated Unemployed 
Youth (XXXVIII-12.4.88./260). 
Women judge in Supreme Court (:XXXVII-6.4.88./178). 
Publishing of laws relating to women in different languages (VIII-20.8.85./ 
106-07). 
Setting up of women development centres in Colleges (IX-22.8.85./337). 
Short Stay Homes for women (VIII-8.8.85./18-22). 
Work allotted to women workers (VIII-6.8.85./141). 
Educated unemployed women (X-2.12.85./45). 
Employment of women (X-18.11.85./299-300). 
Maternity benefit and Child Care Services for Agriculture Workers (X-
18.11.85./96). 
Maternity benefits and child care services to Women Workers (X-18.11.85./ 
249). 

Development of women and children in West Bengal (X-2.12.85./237). 
Schemes under Socio-Economic programme for employment ofWomen (XI-
11.12.85./91). 
Women Officers in Nationalised Bank (X-29.11.85./184). 

JHANSI LAKSHMI SMT. N.P. 

Settlement ofEPF/Family Pensions Dues (X:XXVI-21.3.88./161-62). 
Use of Mass Media for educating society for proper treatment to women 
(:XXVI-2.4.87 ./177-78). 

KALPANA DEVI DR. T. 

Placements of woman I.A.S. Officers (:XXVIII-6.5.87./214-15). 
Children in Observation Women (:XXIX-29.7.87./91-92). 
Telecast of Programme for Women (XXVI-30.3.87./131). 
Bride burning cases (XXXV-16.3.88./93-810). 
Dowry Deaths (XL-27.7.88./85-88). 
Banned contraceptive for use of Women of Third World (VI-16.5.85./147). 
Rape and murder of working girls living in Hostels (IX-22.8.85./65-66). 
Malnutrition amongst Children and Pregnant women (X-21.11.85./31-35). 



KRISHNAN PARVATHI SMT. 

Compulsory sports for girls in schools (LXI-10.5.76./67-68). 
Dowry (LVIII-15.3.76./32). 
Equal Wage for equal work to Women (LVIII-11.3.76./41). 
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Increase in Work Load ofWomen Workers in Tea Plantations (LIX-1.4.76./5-6). 
Self-employment of women in industries (LVIII -10.3. 7 6./82). 
Memorandum fmm National Federation oflndian Women to amend the Dowry 
Act (1-25.3.75./9-15). 
Measures to remove economic and social injustice to women (LI-25.4.75./15-19). 
Bill for Providing Equal Pay for Equal Work for Women (LI-10.4.75./178-79). 

LAKSHMIKANTHAMMA SMT. T. 

Schemes for welfare of women and children for Kamataka (XLIX-17.3.75./5). 
Measures to remove Economic and Social Injustice to women (Res.) Debate 
adjourned (LI-11.4.75./319-24). 
Committee on Status of Women in India (M) (LXII-27.5.76./56-62). 
Daughter's share in father's property (VI/10761). 
Legalisation of Abortion (VIII/181 06). 

Representation from late Nizam's Daughter for share in his property (VIII/ 
16297). 

MADHUREE SINGH SMT. 

Female babies abandoned (XXXI-26.8.87./328). 
Incentives for Women Entrepreneurs (XLV-7.3.84./125-26). 
Memorandum submitted to Prime Minister regarding interest of women (XLIV-
1.3.84./363-68). 
Exploitation of Asian Women (XLIX-2.8.84./40). 
Schemes for Women entrepreneurs to set up industries (L-9.8.84./42). 
Study on performance of women contestants in elections (XXXV-15 .3. 83 .I 
233-36). 
Women's Employment and their Economic Dependence on Menfolk (XXXV-
22.3.83./91-92). 
Financial and technical assistance to voluntary organisations to prevent 
prostitution (XLII-1.12.83./264). 
Steps to fight growing evil of Dowry (XL-11.8.83./191). 
Problems of police women (XXVI-31.3 .82./109). 



Decline in women labour force (XXII-16.12.81./83). 
Misbehaviour against Banjara Women (XXII-24.12.81./254-55). 
Women's World Bank Programmes in India (XXII-18.12.81./82-83). 
Seniority list of female physical Education Teachers (XVII-4.5.81./218). 

MUKHARJEE GEETA SMT. 

Disappearance of Women patients from Sucheta Kripalani Hospital, Delhi 
(X-28.11.85./78-79). 
Dowry deaths in Delhi (X-20.11.85./167). 
Enforcement machinery for ensuring maintenance allowance to women 9VII-
24.7.85./32-33). 
Framing of Rules under Dowry Prohibition (amendment) Act,1984 (VII-
23.7.85./94). 
Instruction for Investigating Death of Women in Mysterious Circumstances 
(VIII-7 .8.85./250-51). 
Legal Aid to women on Maintenance Motor Vehicle Accident and Workers 
Compensation Claims Cases (VIII-20.8.85./262-64). 
Posting ofWorking women (VII-25.7.85./27). 
Registration of cases under Dowry Prohibition (Amendment) Act, 1984 
(Vol.VII-30. 7 .85./208). 
Women's Rights Vis-a-Vis Offences like Abortion and Miscarriage (VII-
24.7.85./28). 
Promotional Avenues for Women Staff in I.O.C. (IV-23.4.85./229). 
Recommendations ofWomen Status Committee (IV-23.4.85./227-28). 
Relaxation to Female in Govt. jobs (V-8.5.85./24-30). 
Setting up of a permanent Women Commission at National level (III-8.4.85./ 
50-51). 
Equal remuneration for Women Workers (III-8.4.85./14). 
Tem1ination of services of Defence Nurses on marriage (XLIII-21.11.88./1 02). 
Conference of state ministers on Women's Development (XL-4.8.88./18-24). 
National Commission on Self-Employed Women (XL-4.8.88./122-24). 
Perfonnance of Anganwadi Centres (XLI-11.8.88./63-64). 
Demonstration by National Federation of Indian Women (XXVI-3.4.87./46). 
Dowry Complaints (XXVII-24.4.87./12-13). 
Advertisements in newspapers, films, radio and T.V. encouraging dowry 
system (XLVI-27.3.84./175-76). 



Condensed Courses of Education for Adult Women (XLV-15.3.84./244-45). 
Hunger strike by women whose daughters died in their in-laws's houses (XLV-
7 .3.84./152-53). 
Socio-economic Projects for Employment of Needy Women (XLV-15.3.84./ 
255-56). 
Study of Crime Against Women (XLVII-11.4.84./21). 
Number ofVocational and Technical Institutions for Women in states (XXXVI-
7.4.83./145). 
Women apprentices in industries (XXX-1.3.83./146-54). 
Water Supply Facilities to West Bengal Villages (XXXIV-21.2.83./270-72). 
Appointment of a Committee to Suggest Employment Opportunities for Women 
(XL-16.8.83./152-58). 
Lady Attendants on Daily Wages in Foreign Telegram Office at Baird Road in 
New Delhi (XL-9.8.83./141-42). 
Special Cell to deal with Dowry Death Cases (XXXIX-26.7.83./121-22). 
Additional Employment avenues for women (XXIV-3.3.82./10-17). 
Employment for Women (XXIV-3.3.82./231). 
Harassment of a women commuter by the Conductor of a Mini Bus (XXIV-
25.2.82./205~06). 

Setting up Advisory Committee On Anti Dowry Act, Child Restraint 
Marriage Act and Indian Succession Act etc. (XXV-11.3.82./220-22). 
Unnatural death of women by burning in Delhi (XXIV-3.3.82./7-8). 
WomenEmployment-PlacementofWomen Trainees (XXVII-28.4.82./136-38). 
Women self-employment scheme (XXVII-15.4.82./177-78). 
Complaints of Dowry Deaths in Delhi (XXI-2.12.81./136-37). 
Identification of areas where women employment is decreasing (XXII
I 0.12.81./127). 
Setting up of creches for Working Women (XXI-3.12.81./150-51). 
Voq.tional Training Programmes for women (XXII-10.12.81./247). 
Retrenchment of Women Workers due to modernisation in industries (XIV-
25.3 .81./208-09). 
Reported gang raping of a Adivasi woman in a Village of Madhya Pradesh 
(Matter under Rule 377) (XIII-10.3.81./298). 
Death of a woman in Rajouri Garden, New Delhi (XVIII-19.8.81./90-91). 
Death of a woman in Rajouri Garden, New Delhi (XIX-9.9.81./105). 
Women Inmates ofTihar Jail (XIX-9.9.81./124-26). 
In..:.service training for women in industry (XI-17.12.80./111). 



Maternity Benefit Act (X-3.12.80./127). 
Nari Niketan, Delhi (IX-17.12.80./124-25). 
Postmortem of married young women (IX-26.11.80./136). 
Dowry deaths in the Country (XXIX-21.7.82./97-98). 
Increase in Dowry Deaths in Delhi (XXIX-14.7.82./235-36). 
Use of contraceptive pills by rural women (XXX-29.7.82./112-13). 

NAYAR DR. SUSHILA 

-

Special arrangements in ladies compartments to seek help in emergency (XLI-
5.6.70./25). 
Immoral Traffic in Women in Delhi (XXIII-19.12.68./111). 
Committee to Enquire into the Status oflndian Women (:XXV-11.3.69./136-37). 
Legalisation of Abortion (VIII/181 0 

PALCHOUDHURI SMT. ILA 

Committee to enquire into the status ofindian Women (XXIX-13.5.69./98). 
Incidence of abortion in India (XXVI-24.3.69./98). 
Complaints re. popularisation of family planning programmes (XX/1272). 
New procedure for women sterilisation (XLV-23.11.70./35). 

PATNAJ/( SMT. JAYANTI 

Dowry Complaints (XXVII-24.4.87./14-15). 
Women Officers in Civil Services (XXIV-25.2.87./193-94). 
Appointment ofWomen Teachers in Primary Schools (XXII-20.11.86./251). 
Women Development Centre in Delhi and other Universities (XLV-15.3.84./ 
177-78). 
Central Financial Assistance to States for Non-formal Education to women 
(XLII_17 .11.83./50-51 ). 
Central scheme for rehabilitation of women in distress and funds earmarked 
for Orissa (XLIII-15.12.83./230-31). 
Cell to study socio-economic condition of widows (XXIX-22.7.82./180-81). 
Rural Family Welfare and Family Planning Programmes (XXIV-25.2.82./229-30). 
Creation of special cell to investigate the complaints ofDowry demands (XXI-
26.11.81./177-78). 
Crimes against Women (XXI-25.11.81./165-66). 
Programme for Economic Rehabilitation of Women (XXII-24.12.81./53). 



Recruitment ofWomen in Police (XXXVII-23.3.88./190-91). 
Recruitment of Women Teachers (XXXVII-7.4.88./3-8). 
Danish Aid for Women Field Workers (XXXIX-12.5.88./178). 
Job opportunities for Women (XXXV-2.3.88./106). 
Legal Aid to Women (XXXVII-30.3.88./220). 
Introduction of Women's Cooperative Network (XLII-31.8.88./248-49). 
Assistance from Netherland for Education for Women's equality (XLIII-
3.11.88./32). 
Autonomous body for Welfare of women entrepreneurs in Delhi (III-9.4.85./ 
111-12). 
Free Education for Girls (II-14.3.85.). 
Outlay for Women's Welfare in Seventh Plan (II-14.3.85./138-39). 
Performance of States Re: Family Planning Programmes (II-14.3.85.). 
Holding of International Queen's Sirkitts Cup Women Golf Championship in 
India (VII-24.7.85./116). 
Hostels for Working Women in Orissa (VII-25.7.85./164). 
Family Welfare Insurance Policy (XI-5.12.85./143). 

RANE SMT. SANYOGITA 

Problems of police women (XXVI-31.3.82./109). 
Plight ofYoung Destitute Girls (XLV-8.3.84./149-51). 
Setting up ofWomen'sBureau by Commonwealth Secretariat(XLIII-22.12.83./ 
121-23). 
Decline in women labour force (XXII-16.12.81./83). 
Girl Guides in Indian International Trade Fair (XXI-4.12.81./210. 
seniority list of female Physical education Teachers (XVII-4.5.81./218). 
Unemployment among educated women (X-8.12.80./37-38). 

SHAI SMT. KRISHNA 

Promotion of girls education (XLIII-15.12.83./77-79). 
Imparting vocational Education to Women (XV-30.3.81./29-32). 
Literacy among women (XIII-9.3.81./161). 
Regional imbalance of Literacy among women (XIV-16.3.81./10-14). 
Women Employment in Industries (XI-17.12.80./167-68). 
Equal remuneration for Women Workers (III-8.4.85./13). 
Under trial women and children irt Jails (IV-24.4.85./83). 
Short Stay Homes for Women (VIII-8.8.85./20). 



SHAKTAWAT PROF. NIRMALA KUMAR/ 

Creches for children ofWomen Labour in Mines (XXIX-28.7.87./141-42). 
Suspension of State Government Employees for taking dowry (XXXI-26.8.87./ 
277-78). 
Reported suffering of parents of dowry deaths (CA) (XLV-15.3.84./364-68). 
Need for providing the "War Exercises Widows" with the same facilities as· 
are being given to the war widows (Under Rule 377) (XL-22.8.83./398-99). 
Pension to Indian Mathematician's Wife (XXXVII-7.4.88./74). 
Schemes formulated for Welfare ofWomen in Rural/Urban Areas (III-8.4.85./ 
95-97). 

SINGH KUMAR/ PUSHPA DEVI 

Popularity of Lepraoscopic female sterilisation (XXXVI-31.3.83 ./92). 
Encouragement to Girls' Education at Primary Stage (XLVI-5.4.84./282-84). 
Girl's education behind target (XXXIX-28.7.83./241-42). 

SHINA SMT. KISHORI 

Admission ofWomen in Medical Colleges (XV-27.3.86./104). 
Cases ofWomen Burning in Delhi (XV-1.4.81./115-18). 
Grant for Seminar on Cine Women (XXV-9.3.82./119). 
Employment of women in Electronics Industry (VIII-19.8.85./28-32). 
Finding of U.N. Report on Status ofWorking Women (VII-1.8.85./210-11). 
Dowry Deaths in Delhi (XLIV-5.12.88./203). 
Dowry offers to lAS Probationers (XLIV-5.12.88./203-06) 

THANKAPPAN SMT. BHARGAVI 

Voluntary Ladies organisations for popularising Family Planning in Kerala 
_ (XLI-25.7.74./75-76). 

Target set for Girls education during 4th Plan (XXX-13.8.73./140-41). 
International Women's Year (XLVII-16.12.74./97-98). 
Equal pay for Equal work to Women in Agricultural Sector (LX-8.4.76./42). 
Recommendation submitted by Indian Committee for International Women's 
Year (LVIII-8.3.76./60). 

TOMAR SMT. USHA RANI 

Demand for measures to safeguard the honour of women (Under Rule 3 77) 



(XLI-16.8.88./384). 
Demand for allowing female candidate to have their own schools as centres 
for Board's Examinations (Under Rule377) (:XXXVIII-18.4.88./814). 
Need for banning the films depicting black-marketing, violence and rape (Under 
Rule3 77) (XXXVII -7.4.88./351 ). 

BAJPAI DR. RAJENDRA KUMARI 

Incidence of Rape and Atrocities on Women including Dowry Deaths: Dis: 
(:XXIX-15. 7.82./429-37) . 

. BALI SMT. VAIJAYANTI MALA 

Facility for women entrepreneurs (XLI-16.8.88./308). 

KAUL SMT. SHEILA 

Measures to remove economic and social injustice to women (Res.)(LI-
25.4.75./372). 

KAMLA KUMAR/, KUMARI 

Cases of Kidnapping of Women in Delhi (II-19.3.80./132). 

GANGA DEVI SMT. 

Report of the Committee on the Status ofWomen in India (M)(LXII-26.5.76./ 
138-46) .. 

BHATTACHARYA SMT. INDUMATI 

Appointment of Women Teachers in Primary Schools (V-9.5.85./195-96). 

CHANDRASEKHAR SMT. M . . 

Progress of Indian women in Social, Educational, Political and 
Economical Fields in the International Women's Decade (Disc.)(II-24.4.85./ 
334-42). 

THAKKAR SMT. USHA 

Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill as passed by Rajya Sabha (Conad)(XLIII-
21.11.88./337-38). 



SHINA SMT. RAM DULARI 

Reported suffering of parents of dowry victims and apathy of police to inves
tigating dowry deaths (CA)(XLV-15.3.84./368-71). 

SINHA SMT. TARKESHWARI 

Alleged abduction of some girls iri Delhi (CA(I/1578) 

SAVITRI SHYAM SMT. 

Raids by Police in Delhi to Round up call girls and prostitutes (XXXII-
21.11.73./124). 

SHAH SMT. JAYABEN 

Daughter's share in father's property (VI/10761). 
Legalisation of Abortion (VIII/18103-04). 

· PRAVA WATI GUPTA 

Working Women's Hostels in Delhi (XXXVI-10.3.88./74-77). 

ROHATGI SMT. SUSHILA 

Legalisation of Abortion (VII/181 04-05). 

RAJ SMT. SAHODRABAI 

Scheme for Welfare of women and children for Kamataka (XLIX-17.3.75./7-8). 

ORAN SMT. SUMATI 

Financial assistance to Tribal Women (XXX-20.8.87./140). 

MUKHERJEE SMT. SHARDA 

Legalisation of Abortion (VIII/18104). 

KRIPALINI SMT. SUCHETA 

Resolution regarding women labour in certain industries (XVIII 16.8.58/cols. 
1216-19). 



-------

A.MAYADEO 

Treatment of women (vol. 2, 24.2.541726-27). 

SINHA SMT. TARKESHWARI 

Equality between men and women (vol. 7/28.9.54/3614-21). 
Punishment for molestation of women Bill (XI, 21.2.58/2066-69) 
Women in ancient India( I/15.2,54/7932-43). 

MEHTA SMT. KRISHNA 

Punishment for molestation of women Bill (XI, 21.2.58/ 2066-69). 
Dowry prohibition Bill (32/23.11.5911279-81). 

NEHRU SMT. UMA 

Education for women (3/15.31.50/1599-1600). 
Family planning (2/ 25.3.54/2610-12). 
Abducted women (2/26.2.54/ 734-37). 
Divorce cases under Hindu marriage and divorce Bill ( 1/21.5.54/ 8086-91). 
Punishment for molestation of women (X/20.12.57 I 6988-89). 
Dowry prohibition Bill (39/4.12.59/3457-63). 
Maternity benefit Bill ( 49114.12.60/5535-39). 

SAHODRA BAI RAJ 

Dowry prohibition Bill (22/6.8.59/1187-90). 

LAKSHMI BAI SMT. SANGAM 

Punishment for molestation of women (XI/21.2.58/2077-80) 
Dowry prohibition Bill (3617.12.59/3758-60). 

SASANK MANJARI 

Hindu adoption and maintenance Bill (6/8.8.621742-44). 

KHONGMEN BON/ELY 

Hindu marriage & divorce Bill (5/12.5.5417230-33). 
Married women debarred fr6m I.A.S. (7/28.9.54/3599-3601). 



SEN SMT. SUSHMA 

Hindu marriage and divorce Bill (1/15.2.54/ 7218-32). 
Marriage age of Girls ( 6/1.9 .54/1151-66). 
Service for the women (7/28.9.54/3613-14). 

JOSHI SMT. SUBHADRA 

Abduction of women (6/20.12.54/42). 
Hindu marriage and divorce Bill (1/19 .9.54/7093-71 07). 
Discrimination against women in public services (7/25.9.54/3609-13). 
Maternity benefit Bill (49/14)2.60/5512-17,35-39). 

RAIJI SMT. JAISHREE 

Hindu marriage and Divorce Bill (1/19.5.54/ 6987-95). 
Women and Children's Bill (Licensing of Institution) (6/1.9.54/1000-01). 
Equality of women with men (7/25.9.54/3622-24). 

CHAKRABARTYSMT.RENU 

Marriage and Divorce Bill (1118.5.54/7943-52). 
Women's and Children's Bill (Licensing Institution) (1/1.9.54/1081-82). 
Employment of women in various industries (XIX/18.8.58/1360-61). 
Equal remuneration Bill (XXX/1.5.59/14585-99). 
The maternity benefit Bill (56110.8.61/1377-87). 

URS. SMT. CHANDRAPRABHA 

Rastriya Mahila Kosh (Qs.no.3183/17.8.93/ Comp.no.080961). 

KUMAR/ UMA BHARATI 

Question on Female literacy (Q.N.86114.5.93/ Camp. no.082786) 

BHATTACHARYA SMT. MALIN/ & 

SMT. PRATIBHA DEVI SINGH PATIL 

Question ibid. 
Abstract~ Statement shows percentage of Girl's enrolment at primary, middle 
and higher education stages in the country, Female literacy rate and steps 
taken by the Government to increase the literacy rate. 



VERMA RITA 

Training to women by krishi vigyan kendra (Q.N.5739/2.4.92/Comp. 
no.065616). 
Women engineers, different enquires (Q.N.3151/ 11.2.92/Comp.no.073478). 
Girls hostel in Navodaya vidyalaya (Q.N.4079/ 4.8.92/Comp.no.070582). 

DUBEYSAROJ 

Statement to show state wise number of women labourer as per 1991 census 
(Q.N.145/4.3 .94/ Comp.no.087193). 

GIRIJADEVI 

Women and Child development scheme (Q.N.2418/1.8.93/ Comp.no.080645). 
Atrocities on women (Q.N.899/29.7.93/079366). 
Various steps proposed to be taken to encourage women's co-operatives 
(Q.N.429/6.8.92/070839). 

KRISHNENDRA KAUR 

Mahila samridhi yozna (Q.N.4771/26.4.94/089656). 
Atrocities on women (Q.N.1358/3.3.94/087029). 
Training to women by krishi vigyan kendra (Q.N.5739/ 2.4.92 Comp.no. 
065616 ). 

DIPIKA CHIKHALIA (TOPIWALA) 

Atrocities on women (Q.N.1358/3.3.94/087029). 

RAJE VASUNDHARA 

Women and child development scheme (Q.N.1403/2.8.94/Comp.no.093681). 
Welfare scheme for women (Q.N.268/16.3.94/Comp.no.088159). 
Atrocities on women (Q.N.740/29.7.93/079300). 
Women development corporation (Q.N.6001/2.4.93/ Comp.no.078321). 
Promotion of sports among women(Q.N.4002/23.3.93/ Comp.no.076995). 
Scheme for adolescent girls (Q.N.l92/9.3.93/ Comp.no.075567). 

CHIKHALIA BHAVNA 

Female literacy (Q.N.861/4.5.93/082786). 
Women's co-operatives (Q.N.429/6.8.92/070839). 



Hostels for working women (Q.N.404/4.8.92/ Comp.no.070558). 

MAHAJAN SUMITRA 

Secretariat staffs for National Commission for Women (Q.N.6045/20.4.93/ 
Cmnp.no.078340). 
Women co-operatives (Q.N.429/6.8.92/070839). 

MAHENDRA KUMAR/ 

Mahila samridhi yozna (Q.N.4771/26.4.94/089656). 
Child/Women labourers in Beedi Tobacco industries (Q.N.4827/27.8.93/ 
Comp.no.082117). 

SAVITRI LAKSHMANAN 

Women's hostels in rural areas (Q.N.2422/9.8.94/ Comp.no.094070). 
Women's co-operatives (Q.N.429/6.8.92/070839). 

FRIDA TOPNO 

Female literacy (Q.N.861/4.5.93/Comp.no.082786). 
Women's co-operatives (Q.N.429/6.8.92/070839). 

SOUNDARAM K.S. 

Women's co-operative (Q.N.429/6.8.92/070839). 
Mahila banks (Q.N.9625/8.5.92/Comp.no.067450). 

VERMAVIMLA 

Welfare scheme for women (Q.N.594/8.4.92/065905). 

PUSHPA DEVI SINGH 

Scheme for adolescent girls (Q.N.192/9.3.93/ Comp.no.075567). 


