ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I have received a great deal of emotional and intellectual support while conducting the
study and writing my dissertation. For every person acknowledged here, many others
go unmentioned. I am grateful to all ofthem.

From the academic perspective, I express my deep sense of gratitude to my
Supervisors, Prof. Pradip

kr. sengupta and

Prof. Md. Yasin of the Department of

Political Science for their constant inspiration. They not only provided me with the
sufficient inputs for further probing of the subject but also tried to satisfy me with
answers to all my

questi()l1~·}t'Y!i_S_fuek_I<~~T-Lint~r~st and

sustained pressure that

forced me to complete the present work and as such the dissertation owes much to
them. They instilled in me confidence with the words: 'you can make it!' yes, Sirs,
with your help at last, I have made it! Credit, if any for this completion goes to you
Sirs.

I would like to express my gratitudetoMadam Dr. Srinanda Dasgupta and Madam
Dr. Shipra Sengupta whose friendly inspiration and encouragement played an
important role in completing my dissertation.

I am also thankful to the former Vice-Chancellor, North Bengal University (N. B. U),
Prof. P .K Saha for his encouragement and support I would also like to acknowledge
the inspiration and encouragement thafT oreceived from all the teachers of the
Department of Political Science, N.B.U. I am grateful to Prof. S. De., who wanted me
to complete this work as fast as possible. I am also thankful to Prof. Manas
Chakraborty, Dept. of Political Science, for his help and kind support.

I am particularly grateful to the, Centre of Ambedkar Studies (Department of
Philosophy) for I was allowed to use their valuable sources on Dr. Ambedkar. I must
mention that Prof. R. N Ghosh, Dean Fact.llt)'of Arts, Commerce and Law, Dr. J.C.
Basak and other teachers ofthe same department helped me in a substantial way. Dr.
Basak was very much kind to me when hehelped me with his personal collections on
Dr. Ambedkar.
viii

My indebtedness is also due to the staff of several libraries, such as, University
Central Library, Seminar library, Dept. of Political Science, Ambedkar Collections at
Gaur College, Maida, National library, Kolkata,

library of Aligarh Muslim

University, Centre of Ambedkar Studies (Department of Philosophy), library of JNU,
New Delhi, for making available the needed materials with promptness and care.

I am indebted to my parents who have inspired me in the study and to strive for
excellence. Without their blessings I would not have completed my work. I am also
thankful for the encouragement and support which I got from my brother and sisters.

No word will be adequate to express my gratitude to my husband who himself is a
brilliant academic per~()f1(llity.Jl1

spite9fl1ish~ayy

a<iministrative responsibilities, he

tried his best to create an academic environment at home so that I could proceed along
with my doctoral assignment. He was not only very supportive and encouraging
throughout the period of my study but also helped me in deriving valuable insights
during the research. I owe this dissertation to him.

At this point, I must mention t:he kin:dpfsupporU received from my daughter who
showed the utmost maturity in reconciling herself with the conditions when I could
not pay the attention she needed. On the contrary, she showed her eagerness to see
that the work is completed within the stipulated period, otherwise 'teachers would
scold me'! My blessings are always with you my child!

Finally, on successful completion ()f this dissertation, I bow in solemn gratitude to the
Almighty.

IX

