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CHAPTER2 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Christoph von Fuerer Haimendorf in his book 'Tribes of India, the struggle for survival' 1, 

draws on observation on the tribal communities of Andhra Pradesh, particularly the 
Gonds, where in the 1940s, the author was in charge of tribal affairs while in service of 
Hyderabad, to access the successes and failure of government policies towards them. 
Haimendorf details with much skill the process of social change that have taken place in 
recent decades. This embraces for Gonds, the transition to market economy, accompanied by 
growing exploitation, the fragmentation of their communities and the alienation of much of 
their land, reducing them from independent subsistence farming to virtually land less 
labourers. Land alienation is the central theme of the book. He also presents a wealth of 
details on the effects that changing forest policies have had on the tribal people. 

In the book 'The Scheduled Tribes' 2
, G.S.Ghurye has attempted to study the position of the 

primitives tribes in India and the problems they faced mainly by referring to the kind of 
treatment carried on them by the British Indian government and the special laws passed by 
the British Parliament on their account. He also examines the reports and recommendation 
which anthropologists have made in regard to them. The author emphasized, that the solution 
of the problems of these backward classes lies in strengthening the ties of the tribes with 
other backward classes through integration. He regarded the problem of these aborigines not 
as a separate problem, but as essentially the same as that of other socially and economically 
depressed classes of Hindu society. 

Stephen Fuchs in his book 'The Aboriginal Tribes of India', 3 examines the historical 
background of the aboriginal races of India. He gives detail description of political, socio
economic, religion and cultural aspects of aboriginal races of India. He also gives description 
of tribes of India by grouping them geographically and gives in each chapter a presentation of 
the general situation of the tribes of the region and then pointed out the special features found 
in the individual tribes. In the concluding chapter the author describes the various efforts of 
the Indian government towards the economic and social uplift of the aboriginal tribes and 
their complete integration in the nati~nallife of India as full-fledged citizens with equal rights 
and opportunities. 

'Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal' 4 is a descriptive work prepared by Edward Tuite Dalton, 
which is based on various races and tribes, especially those usually called aborigines, as 
absorbed by the author. He has grouped different tribes under nine categories .He has 
examined over the hill tribes of the Northern Frontier, population of the Assam valley, the 
tribes of the Northern borders, Tiperah and Chittagong Tribes, Hinduised Aborigines and 
Broken Tribes, the Bhuniya, the Kolarians and the Dravidians and the Aryans. He has also 
focused on the agricultural tribes and also on mixed and impure tribes. E.T.Dalton has throw 
light on their early settlement, their appearances, their religion and society and also their 
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economy and culture. On the whole, the author gives a better understanding of the tribes of 
the undivided Bengal. 

L.P. Vidyarthi and B.K.Rai have made an elaborate study on the tribal culture of India in their 
book 'The Tribal Culture of India' 5

• In the opening chapters of the book the authors outlines 
the history of Indian anthropology and provided historical appraisal of the tribes. The book 
gives a wide description of the economic system, the social organization, the political life, 
religious life and folklore, art and craft of the tribes. The descriptions of the tribal villages are 
also present in it. In the concluding chapter the authors have discussed about the changes in 
the tribal culture and factors effecting the change in their culture. 

S.L.Doshi has surveyed and made a careful study upon the Bhils of Western India in his book 
'Tribal Ethnicity, Class and Integration' 6

• He has focused on the ethnic life of the tribal 
people, the achievements of the development and the social change witnessed among them. 
He observes that the Bhils feared that in the wake of the process of their integration with the 
larger Indian society, their ethnic identity might be hampered and they therefore made all 
efforts to .retain the core of their ethnicity. The author applied secular approach based on 
politico-economic considerations to interpret tribal stratification as to him, their existed 
classes among the Bhils. But the element of class antagonism has yet not emerged and the 
tribal ethnicity-the bundle of primordial attributes retain the identity of the total Bhil stock 
irrespective of the class formations. 

S.L.Doshi in his another book 'Emerging Tribal Image'7, presents twelve articles which 
although are not in a sequence but they are all based on the region of Rajasthan. In his book 
S.L.Doshi puts focus on the issues like tribal development, tribal ethnicity, tribal peasantry 
and tribal integration both at regional and national levels. In his article on 'Relevance in tribal 
development', he has discussed on the relevance of tribal development vis-a-vis their cultural 
identity. He also discusses on some of the attributes and the issues regarding relevant 
sociology. He observes that approach to the concept of development appears to be faulty and 
development programmes implemented did not tally with or correspond to the needs of the 
tribal society. Most of the benefits given to the tribes have been appropriated by the tribal 
leaders and elites, while the common tribals have received a negligible fraction of the cake. 
The theme of tribal integration has been analyzed in a number of his articles relating to an an 
assimilationist society, political unification and ethnicity and class. 

1 ~ rEC 2012 
Y atindra Singh Sisodia in his book Political Consciousness among Tribals' 8, has adopted a 
micro level analysis by focusing on the tribals of Jhabua district of Madhya Pradesh. He has 
tried to examine tribals understanding of politics and political processes in their respective 
areas with reference to their socio-economic status and also identify the main obstacles in 
their development. The author concludes from his study that the tribals of the area are placed 
in a situation which is from all considerations not favorable to them .Their population is high 
·with poor literacy rate and no traditional occupations of· their own. As far the level of 
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P.K.Bhowmick presents a descriptive ethnographic account of the Lodhas in Midnapore 
district of West Bengal in his book 'The Lodhas of West Bengal' 9

• This monograph is a 
socio-economic study of the Lodhas. The author starts with the history of Midnapore and the 
origination of Lodhas.The cultural pattern of the life of the Lodhas has been described in 
different chapters of this volume. In the concluding chapters the author examines the effects 
created by the changes in the political situation faced by the Lodhas which led to economic 
and territorial displacement. He further details the impact of scheming communities which 
disrupted their old patterns of economic life and equilibrium of the whole society. 

L.P.Vidyarthi has reviewed the ethnographic and folklore researches conducted by the social 
scientists on tribal culture of the different parts of India in his book 'Rise of Anthropology in 
lndia' 10 Vol 1. In the concluding chapter of the volume the author also attempts at making a 
theoretical and methodological appraisal of the studies on the social change among the tribes 
of India. 

S.N.Chaudhary in his book 'Dalit and Tribal Leadership in Panchayats' 11
, has made a micro 

level analysis as the study was conducted by keeping into focus the Sehore Block of Sehore 
district and Betb,ul Block of Bethul district of Madhya Pradesh.Tracing the history of 
Panchayati Raj in country the book analyses the status of scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribe leadership in Panchayats, particularly in the light of 73rd Constitutional Amendment. 
The book also provides socio-economic profile of the Dalits and Tribal leaders in Panchayats, 
level of awareness of the representatives and also perception of others viz. community 
members ,government officials and the local N.G.Os, about the functioning of Panchayati Raj 
Institutions under the tribal leadership. The author also suggested steps to strengthen interface 
between Panchayat and the Dalit /Tribal leadership. 

In the book 'Tribal Development in India, programmes and perspective' 12
, Mahendra Mohan 

Verma has mainly focused on the entire scheduled tribes population inhabiting the state of 
Uttar Pradesh. He has attempted to document the various programmes and schemes 
envisaged and being implemented by the Central as well as State Governments for the 
upliftment of the scheduled tribes in Uttar Pradesh. The study covers issues like the need and 
policy for tribal welfare; tribal welfare programmes /schemes at the national level; 
administrative structure and functioning; tribal welfare programmes being implemented in 
Uttar Pradesh regarding education ,economic assistance, health and housing ,etc ;review of 
Integrated Tribal Development Projects under Tribal Sub Plan; welfare programmes for 
dispersed and primitive tribal communities in the state of Uttar Pradesh. He also provides 
suggestion for improvement in these schemes and programmes. 

Jagnath Pathy in his book 'Tribal Peasantry Dynamics of Development', 13 begins by making 
an analysis and refuting some dominant propositions made by researchers concerning tribe 
and tribal societies. On the contrary he outlines a suggestive alternative to the conception of 
the tribe, and dynamics of tribal systems. He has based his study to a micro level analysis by 
selecting five villages of tribal Gujarat. He exposes their class structure-of land lords, rich 
peasants, middle peasants, small peasants and farm workers. He examines the part played by 
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each class in the productive process. He also analyses the ideology of tribal welfare and its 
impact. From his observation he concluded that barely 10%of tribals have benefited; while 
only the landlords and rich peasants made most of it and also tribals of the region gave 
priority to irrigation and land development reforms rather than welfare programmes focusing 
on employment and education. 

The book 'Tribal Situation in India' 14 edited by K.Suresh Singh is an edited volume which 
consists of the proceeding of a seminar held at the Indian Institute of Advanced study, Shimla 
on July 6 to 19,1969. The objectives of the seminar were information collection based on 
tribal problems from respective regions of India, suggestion regarding the problems and to 
provide guidelines for policymakers. Although the seminar was concerned with the tribal 
situation in all parts of India, particular attention was given to the North East Hill Area 
[NEHA]. Two major themes appear to have dominated the conference. One is the definition 
of 'tribe' in the Indian context, and the other is the definition and assessment of the concept 
of 'integration'. Another important topic scrutinized by the seminar is that of socio-political 
movements among tribals. 

Krishnapriya Bhattacharya made a careful study of the different tribal communities of West 
Bengal in his book 'B for Bengal T for Tribes,r5

. He has provided with descriptive 
information on twenty four tribal communities inhabiting West Bengal of which Dimal are 
not yet recognized as a Scheduled Tribes. Although in West Bengal, generally forty tribal 
communities are there [including the two communities declared Scheduled Tribes very 
recently]. Few have been clubbed together and categorized under some single categories. But 
the authors work was limited to only twenty four tribal communities due to the lack of 
information and the failure of interaction with those communities. 

Kakali Paul Mitra in her Book 'Development Programmes and Tribals' 16
, has made a micro 

level analysis where she has focused her study to the four groups namely ,the Santal, the 
Mahali, the Kora and the Oraons living under one I.T.D.P. project area in Birbhum district in 
West Bengal where I.T.D.P. has been operating since 1983.From the Birbhum district she 
selected Bolpur-Labhpur Project Area and from this project area.Sarpalehana-Albandha 
Gram Panchayat and Kankali Gram Panchayat had been taken up for study .She has made a 
critical evaluation of the impact of the tribal development programmes on their life and 
society, after their implementation for upliftment of the tribal people to integrate them in the 
main stream. An effort has been made to study .the nature of adoption of the schemes by the 
tribal people of the study area. She observes that in spite of financial assistance from I.T.D.P. 
the tribals have been taking loans and other monetary assistance. She attempts to study the 
situation in which tribals are compelled to take such loans from alternative source. 

Md. Ayub Mallick has made an attempt to study the impact of development programmes on 
the life situation of the tribals in his book 'Development Programmes and Tribal Scenario' 17

• 

His study has been confined to observation upon one area only -Jamalpur Block which was 
one of the under developed block in the district of Burdawan of West Bengal. The author 
examines the development programmes undertaken in the area of study and also the obstacles 
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to the fulfillment of development programmes. He also examines the participation of the 
tribals in the development programmes. The pattern of politicization of tribals are also 
examined.The author concludes that the block under study is prospective for further 
development as the economic conditions are not well developed and tribals are still poor. 

Md. Ayub Mallick in his another book 'Panchayati Raj and Tribal Development in West 
Bengal' 18 has presented a micro empirical study where he has focused his study to Kansha 
Block in the district of Burdhawan. He makes an attempt to relate tribal development to grass 
root democracy. His works deals with the study of development of tribal community under 
the impact of the new Panchayati Raj dispensation introduced in West Bengal in 1978.He 
examines the policies and programmes of rural development undertaken and the level of their 
impact at the Kansa block by the Left Front regime during 1978-98 with the aim of 
politicization of the tribal people. He further examines the extent of empowerment brought 
among the tribals as a result of the introduction of Panchayati Raj. From his study author 
concludes that most of the beneficiaries were still poor and ignorant and also not properly 
represented in the Panchayati Raj Institutions. 

In the;:; book 'Reservations for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribesd9
, H.C.Upadhyay 

observes the problem of backwardness among the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in 
the society. He examines the constitutional safeguards provided for the protection of interest 
of the weaker sections of the society, the reservation made in the legislature, education and 
services and the various welfare schemes introduced for the upliftment of the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The author has also provided with valuable suggestion to 
improve the socio-economic conditions of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

Sarat Chandra Roy's book 'The Oraons of Chota Nagpur' 20 presents a detailed ethnographic 
monograph of the Oraons of the Chota Nagpur and throws light upon the tribal history of 
Oraon, their physical characteristics, their economic life and society and their culture. 

Ajit K.Singh in his book 'Tribal Development in India' 2
\ presents a microscopic study of 

Bishunpur Tribal Development Block in Ranchi district of Bihar which is inhabited by ten 
different tribal ethriic groups in Bishunpur Block. He makes an analytical study of overall 
development in Bishunpur tribal Development Block and evaluates the approaches and 
personnel policy under community development programmes and analyses whether the 
development programmes are successful or have failed. Author ends his study with several 
recommendations for tribal development. 

The book 'Planning for Tribal Development' 22
, edited by Ranjit Gupta consists of the 

proceeding of a seminar sponsored by the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad held 
on from April30 to May,1976 with the main aim to discuss the problems of the tribals in the 
western region and to suggest designs for development of the areas they inhabit. The papers 
discussed were based on the themes like religion specific problems, insights from the field, 
and tribal development planning. The paper presented by B.D.Sharma 'Tribal Development 
in Scarce-Resource Regions', focused on the distinguishing features of the Western Bhil 
region, particularly Jhabua in Madhya Pradesh where resources have got completely depleted 



21 

and prepared a suitable model for development. Problems of Tribal Development in 
Maharastra was discussed by P.R.Sirsalkar, similarly problems of Tribal in the Hilly Tracts of 
Gujarat were focused .by R.B.Lal and S.S.Solanki. 

Cham Chandra Sanyal in his book 'The Meches and the Totos of North Bengal' 23 has 
presented a detailed monograph on the two sub-Himalayan tribes of North Bengal in two 
volumes respectively. He has given detailed description of their life, their demographic 
distribution, social life and culture and religion. These volumes also contains about their 
family affairs, the visible manners and customs and invisible thoughts of their mind. 

In the book 'The Tribes and Castes of Bengal'24
, H.H.Risley draws up an ethnographic 

description of the various castes and tribes found among the seventy millions of people 
inhabiting the territory of undivided Bengal or Eastern India. After six years of intensive 
study and survey conducted, this book was first published in 1891 and still remains important 
and significantly valid for Bihar, Orissa, Bangladesh, West Bengal and Assam. 

Amal Kumar Das and Manis Kumar Raha present a descriptive monograph on the Oraons of 
Sunderban in their book, 'The Oraons of Sunderban'25

• He gives a detailed account of the 
pattern of the life and culture of the Oraons in the Sunderban whose forefathers migrated to 
this part of the country from Ranchi and its neighborhood, about a century ago. Due to hard 
economic pressures in their original homeland, they migrated to different adjacent states as 
tea-garden labourers, colliery labourers, and indigo-plantation labourers. The author has tried 
to throw some light on the changes that have been brought in their traditional culture brought 
about by migration, contact, new environment etc as compared to their congeners in Bihar. 

B.D.Sharma in his book 'Tribal Development-The Concept and Frame'26
, has focused his 

study to the tribals of Bastar district of Madhya Pradesh. In his study the author takes up the 
case of extremely backward tribal areas with rich resources and their development and 
economic advancement. He criti~ally examines the relationship of forest and tribal economy, 
industrial complex and their tribal hinterlands. The author has also dealth with the issues of 
development of small tribal communities and polyandrous tribes of the North West Tribal 
region. The study gives a clear-cut picture of the socio-economic aspects of the tribal life and 
explains the potentialities for their development. 

Shyamlal's book 'Tribal Leadership' 27 provides a deep insight into the understanding of 
leadership system in operation in the tribal areas of Rajasthan. He presents a picture of the 
traditional, transitional and emerging patterns of tribal leadership in Banswara district of 
Rajasthan which is inhabited by one major and four minor tribes. He also gives description of 
various tribal rebellions and socio-cultural movements and examines the leadership of tribal 
leaders and their biographical analyses, the nature, function and organization of tribal 
leadership as reflected during the general elections from 1952 till1985. 

N.C.Choudhury in his book 'Mund~ Social Structure'28 aims at giving a comprehensive 
account of the various segments of Munda social structure giving emphasis to their system of 
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kinship and marriage and shows how history permeates into other aspects of their economic 
and socio-political life. 

In the book 'Tribal Development m lndia'29
, Rajan Kumar Sahoo has focused on an 

analytical and diagnostic study of economic status of the "Saura" tribes of two blocks namely 
Kodala and Polasara in a backward district· called Ganjam district in Orissa. Keeping his 
study focused on the study of economic development of tribals, he also devotes on the study 
of the development of forest, agriculture and industries. 

Ashok Ranjan Basu in his book 'Tribal Development Programmes and Administration in 
India', 30 has taken up the study of tribal development programmes keeping Himachal 
Pradesh in focus. He gives a detailed account and evolution of the various tribal development 
programmes in the various sectors undertaken by the Government and critically accesses the 
overall capability of the administrative system vis-a-vis the development plans for tribal 
areas. He examines specific programmes in the field of land reforms, agriculture, horticulture, 
animal husbandry, power and industry, communications, education and health. He further 
examines the personnel system for development administration followed by a detailed 
discussion on implementation, monitoring and evaluation. 

The book 'The Scheduled Tribes' 31 edited by K.S.Singh presents the readers with a brief but 
descriptive anthropological profile · of the tribals of India. This book is based on the 
contributions made by a number of scholars. 

P.Gisbert gives a good account of various tribes in India and their culture in his book 'Tribal 
India-A Synthetic view of Primitive Man' 32

. This book includes the classification and the 
description of preliterate societies according to their ways of obtaining food. The author 
describes their basic institutions as marriage and family, the position of women, law and 
justice, property and land ownership, religion and also emerging social changes in those 
societies. 

Joseph Dalton Hooker, a famous British Botanist in his book 'Himalayan Joumals' 33
, in two 

volumes, has made a great contribution on the study of hills especially on Darjeeling. 
Beginning with a quaint palkee-ride from Calcutta, Hooker escorts the readers through the 
jungles of Behar and Birbhoom, across the river Teesta and up the lofty mountain peaks in 
Tibet. 

In the book 'History of Darjeeling and the Sikkim Himalaya' 34 K.C. Bhanja has provided the . 
readers with the description of the land and people, the legends and expeditions, the religions 
and rituals of the region in authentic colours. He has delved deep into the mystic of the 
Himalayas, bringing out yet unknown historical facts and figures, including the expeditions 
by brave men who came here for the love of adventure and opened the virgin territory for 
others to see and enjoy. The mountain and lakes, streams and rivers, glaciers and avalanches, 
fauna and flora, comes alive in his description. The first-hand account gathered by author 
makes the narrative authentic as well fascinating. 
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E.C.Dozey's book 'A Concise History of Darjeeling District since 1835 with a complete 
itinerary of tours in Sikkim and the district. ' 35 has not only provided with a detailed history of 
Darjeeling but also describes the various hill people and gives an account of trips out of 
Darjeeling. Replete with information of the kind it was most useful for the travelers to 
Darjeeling and vicinity. 

Lalan P Gupta in his book 'Tribal Development Administration' 36
, kept his focus on the 

district of Darjeeling in West Bengal. He makes an attempt to look empirically into the role 
of administration in tribal development programmes, projects and schemes. He also examines 
the impact made after the application of developmental programmes of the government 
department over the beneficiaries. He also traces out the existences of possible gaps between 
the expected role and role actually performed by the administration in the implementation of 
such schemes. The author ends his study with several suggestions for tribal development 
administration. 

In the book 'The Indo-Tibetans' ,37 Fr.Matthias Hermanns has provided a descriptive 
ethnographic study on the Mongoloids, The Mountain tribes of Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan 
and also Paleao-Mongoloid. He also examines the problems faced by Mongoloid tribes and 
the case of inter play between Indo Tibetans and Indians. 

R.N.Thakur in his book 'Himalayan Lepchas' 38
, gives a descriptive ethnographic monograph 

of the Lepchas of the Eastern Himalayas. The author deals with the origination of the 
Lepchas. He examines the social, economic and demographic profile, social institutions, 
culture and religion among the Lepchas. From his study author concludes that Lepchas are 
facing detribalization and due to social interaction, they have undergone considerably change. 

The book 'The Lepchas of Sikkim'39 written by Geoffrey Gorer which was first published 
under the title 'Himalayan Village-An account of the Lepchas of Sikkim', in which the author 
makes an effort to present an adequate description of Lepcha society and in particular of the 
village of Lingthem and Zongu. The author has also focused on mainly unformalised aspects 
of Lepcha life. 

R.S.Mann's article 'Tribal Development: An Alternative Strategy', 40 discusses about the 
various measures taken for the upliftment of the conditions of the t~bals. He examined over 
the weakness of these schemes and suggested dimensions for strengthening the existing 
model of tribal welfare to impart maximum benefit to these people. 

In his article 'Tribal Welfare and Development in West Bengal', 41 A.K.Das gives a detailed 
account on the measures taken to promote the socio-economic conditions and educational 
standard of the tribal people of West Bengal since the First Five Year Plan. 
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