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6.0 Suggested Strategies for the development of Scheduled 

Castes of Maldah district 

"The mid-1980s saw the term empowerment becoming popular and widely used 

in the field of development. In grass root programmes and policy debates alike, 

empowerment has virtually replaced terms as welfare, upliftment, community 

participation, and poverty alleviation to describe the goal of development and 

intervention. Empowerment has become the key solution to many social, economic, 

political, educational and environmental problems." (I) 

Acording to Webster's Dictionary, Empowerment means the process by which 

power is gained, developed, seized, faciliated or given. Through the process of 

empowerment an individual or a group moves from a condition of relative powerless 

to relative power. 

6.1 Efforts made to uplift Socio-economic Condition of Scheduled Castes in 

Pre-independence Period: 

"The credit of early efforts made to improve the vulnearable condition of 

Scheduled Castes in India goes to Lord Buddha who argued that birth and occupation 

are no criteria for demarcation of a section of the society as untouchables. During the 

medieval period several saints like Ramanuj, Kabir, Chaitanya, Eknath, 

Tukaram,etc.condemned untouchability and preached the equality of all classes.' '(2
) 

Administrators did not concern themselves with the betterment of Scheduled 

Castes. In the British period the traditional enequality was displayed by a priniciple of 

equality of all before the law.The British principle was accompanied by the ~ritish 

policy of non-inference in caste affairs and aimed a little at social reform which 

worked against the caste abuse received no protection from the courts. 

Mahatma Gandhi and Dr.B.R.Ambedkar worked for the betterment of 

Scheduled Castes in the early twentieth century and Hindu temples opened for low 

caste worshipers. After this event few bills were passed in Central and State 

legislature for the opening of all temples in all over the country to all and the 

protection of Scheduled Castes from a various social disabilities. 
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To consider the problems of untouchables a council was formed in the name of 

Harijan Sewak Samaj in 1931. The functions of this organization were-

);> Establishment of various institutions for the training ofScheduled Castes 

in different types of cottage industries in order to improve their 

economic conditions. 

);> Opening of many schools to provide free educational facilities to 

Scheduled Castes. 

);> Opening of dispensaries to provide health care facilities for Scheduled 

Castes. 

);> The Sangh launched a movement to keep residential areas of Scheduled 

Castes clean and to remove feelings of untouchability from the Hindu 

Society. 

Various voluntary organizations like the Depressed Class Union, Social Service 

League, the Depressed Class Conference, the Ramkrishna Mission, the Brahm Samaj, 

the Arya Samaj etc. came forward for the improvement of Socio-economic conditions 

of Scheduled Castes.The British Government took some concrete steps to uplift 

Socio-economic conditions of Scheduled Castes owing to the influences of these 

organizations and reformers like Gandhiji and Ambedkar.The Government listed out 

the various Scheduled Castes first time in the country and passed the Scheduled 

Castes Act 193 5. 

The story of Scheduled Castes at the end of the British rule in India in 194 7 was 

not much different than what it was during the early years, through British 

Government reserved a portion of its budget for providing educational facilities 

employment generation opportunities for the improvement of Socio-economic 

conditions of Scheduled Castes. 

6.2 Efforts to improve socio-economic condition~ of Scheduled Castes after 

Independence 

To improve socio-economic status of Scheduled Castes population after 

independence the Government of India made several efforts. The constitution of India 
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provided several social, political, economic and religious safeguards to Scheduled 

Castes. 

6.2.1 Constitutional Safeguards: Various Articles providing safeguards to 

Scheduled Castes are-

Article 46:-Spells out that state responsibility is to promote the welfare of 

weaker sections in general and Scheduled Castes in particulars. 

Article 338:-Sixty Fifth Amendment (act)1990 provides for the National 

Commissioner Tribes has been appointed who is assisted in his work by Regional 

Assistant Commissioner in the State in the welfare works for Scheduled Castes. 

Article 335:- Lays down that the claims of the members of the Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes shall be taken into account, consistent with the 

maint~nance of efficiency of administration in making of appointments to services 

and posts con cering the affairs of the Union or State. 

Articles 15, 16,17 and 18:- Abolish untouchability and prohibit discrimination in the 

shops, restaurants, hotels, place of entertainment, in use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats, 

roads and places of public resorts and in admission to educational institutions. 

Article 23:- Forbade forced labour. 

Article 25:- Allow untouchables entrance to hindu temples. 

Articles 330 and 332:- Provide for reservations in Parliament, State Legislatures, 

Statutory village panchayats and other local bodies. 

Article 320:- Guarantees 12.5% reservation in Public Services to facilate their 

adequate reservation to various services, relaxation in the age etc. 

·The Union and every State Government consult the National Commission on 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes on all major policy matters affecting 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

Article 339:- Gives power to the President to appoint a commission to report on 

the administration of the Scheduled castes. 

The Constitution Sixty second Amendment (Act) 1989 has extended the 

reservation of seats for the scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
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Various Committees, Commissions, working groups, Advisory Board and Panel 

were set up for the upliftment of untouchables. They are as follows: 

);> Backward Class Commission January (1953) Chairman Kaka Saheb 

Kalekar, March 1955. 

);> Untouchability offence Act (Amendment-1976)Protection of Civil Right 

Act,1955. 

);> Centre Advisory Board for Harijan Welfare, Government of India, 1955 

and 1969 

);> Committee on Plan Project (1958), Chairman- Renuka Ray 1959. 

);> The Protection of Civil Rights Rules, 1977. 

);> N.R. Malkani Committee on Scavenger (1958), Report,1959. 

Narain 1960. 

);> A Study Group on Welfare for Weaker Sections, Chairman-Jai Prakash 

);> L.Elayperumal Committee (April 1965).Committee on Untouchability of 

Scheduled Castes Report 1969.Yarde Working Group-1967,Ministry of 

Home Affairs. 

);> Three Parliamentary Committee (I-1968,II-1971, and III-1973)for the 

Implementation of Constitutional safeguard for the Welfare of Scheduled 

Castes. 

);> Centre Coordination Committee,1974,Chairman-Minister of Home 

Affair· 

);> Bonded Labour System (Abolition)Act, 1976. 

);> Joint Committee ofLok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, 14 August,1978. 

);> The Mandai Commission on Backward Classes (1977), Report.1990, 

Chairman, B.P. Mandai. 

);> A Higher Power Panel on Minorities , Scheduled Tribes and other 

weaker Sections, 1979. 
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6.2.2 Empowerment of Scheduled Castes through Five Year 

Plans 

The government of India has set up the Planning Commission to look after the 

task of achieving all round development with emphasis on social justice, based on the 

Article 38 and Article 39(a), (b) and (c) of the constitution . In order to achieve the 

goal of bringing rapid economic development, the planning Commission formulated 

socio-economic programmes to improve the conditions of Scheduled Castes through 

Five year Plans. 

First Five year Plan (1951-56): 

In this plan extensive strategy measures were adopted for the welfare of 

Backward Classes. The First Five Year Plan envisaged a four point programme for the 

removal ofuntouchability. These are as follows-

•:• First by law, 

•:• Secondly by persuasive and education process, 

•:• Development of democratic process and 

•:• Intervention of State in making employment opportunities available to 

them including betterment of health, education, economic and living 

conditions. 

Second Five Year Plan(1956-61): 

In the second Five Year Plan Period, Both State and Central Government took 

responsibilities for the socio-economic development of Scheduled Castes. A sum of 

Rs.6.25 crores sanctioned for Centally Sponsred Schemes for the upliftment of dalits 

during this plan period. The 2nd Five Year Plan earmarked Rs.20.28 crores for the 

social welfare and economic emancipation of Harijans. About 7000 Harijan students 

trained in special craft training centres, to encourage small scale and cottage industry, 

and provide loans to workers to become shareholders in the co-operative socities etc. 

Simultaneously Untouchability Offence Act 1955 came into power and provision of 3 

million scholarships made to 600 schools for Scheduled Castes. 
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Third Five Year Plan (1961-66):-

The Third Five Year Plan focuses on economic upliftment programmes through 

voluntary organizations.Several programmes were sudsidies for Scheduled Castes 

with a provision of Rs.38 crores. In the context of economic upliftment programines, 

the plan laid special stress on the training in the villages for small-scale industries and 

introduction of improved techniques in the traditional crafts. The other objectives of 

this plan were-

•!• Eradication of manual scavenging, 

•!• Establishment of schools, hospitals, industrial centres and providing 

housing facilities on subsidy for sweepers and scavengers. 

•!• Making provision for house-sites for landless labourers and persons 

engaged in unclean occupations, 

•!• Award of post matric scholarships and aid to voluntary organizations. 

Fourth Five Year Plan(1969-74): 

A sum of Rs.1350 crores was allotted to backward class welfare, in addition to 

30 crores of rupees being committed to non-plan budget. Under the Fourth Five Year 

Plan, many new programmes were started for the welfare of backward classes of the 

society particularly Scheduled Castes. These programmes were intensified Rural 

Emploment Programme, Drought Prone Area Programme (DP AP)etc. A sum of Rs. 

68 crores were allotted for the different schemes for Scheduled Castes. 

Fifth Five Year Plan(1974-79): 

The Fifth Five year Plan envisages a new policy for the welfare of Backward 

classes. This plan stated that in each sector, schemes which could directly benefit these 

groups, should be identified and the total investment for such schemes quantified.The 

outlay for Scheduled Castes for such schemes should be earmarked at least in 

proportion to their population and then possible weightage may be given to their 

backwardness. In the plan the development expenditure for the Scheduled Castes and 

the Backward classes were combined under a single head, i.e., Development of 

Backward Classes and Social Welfare.' 
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Sixth Five Year Plan(1980-85): 

A significant measure which was initiated in the Sixth Five Year Plan was the 

formulation of the S.C.P. (Special Component Plan).Following the strategy of 

development SCP was adopted in this plan.Programmes for the development of 

Scheduled castes were undertaken by the Central and State Governments. 

The recommendations in the Sixth Five Year Plan were as follows-

1) A majority of Scheduled Castes are living below poverty line. 

2) Need based programmes to be formulates for the Scheduled Castes. 

3) Formulation of SCP to enable the Scheduled Castes to cross the Poverty Line 

within a short and specified period, if possible, at least half of them in this plan 

period itself. 

4)To take note of the development needs of the Scheduled Castes in each 

occupational category, it was, accordingly to the Planning Commission, necessary to 

identify the available opportunities suitable for them, and to formulate appropriate 

programmes in the light of the above. 

5) The core programmes for economic development would lay emphasis on land 

development, agricultural production, animal husbandry, dairy farming, leather work, 

small scale and tiny industry etc. 

6) The Scheduled Castes Development Corporation should be made active and 

close links should be established between the programmes of SCP and SCDC 

activities. 

7) For the effective implementation of SCP, the following administrative 

machinery was recommended 
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1. Cental Levell (Ministry of Home Affairs) 

I 
2. State Levell (Commissioner/Secretary) 

I 
3. District Levell A senior Officer under Collector 

I 
4. Sub-Division Levell A senior Officer 

~- - --~~:-
,, --- ·;·~--- ·-~---~:f:'• .·:. ·.-.14''!1,·- -"'~ . ··, -.. -'. _.- '· ], 

I 
5. Block Levell An additional BDO 

··-·--·.---- -- ·~ ·- C• .. < 

Administrative machinery for the effective implementation of SCP 

8) During this plan period, various programmes were introduced for the 

economic upliftment of Scheduled Castes, like Integrated Rural Development 

Programme (IRDP), Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment (TRYSEM) 

Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas (DW ACRA), Rural Landless 

Emploment Guarantee Programme(RLEGP) and National Rural Emploment 

Programme (NREP) Later on RLEGP and NREP were merged into Jawahar Rojgar 

Y ojana(JRY). 

Seventh Five Year Plan(1985-90): 

During the Seventh Plan, SCP for Scheduled Castes was implemented. 

Substantial increase in the flow of funds for Scheduled Castes was made resulting 

expansion of infrastructural facilities and enlargement of coverage. For the rapid 

economic development of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Castes Finance and 

Development Corporation was assigned primarily to act as the catalytic agent in 

formulating schemes for employment generation and financing various projects. 

Special Consideration was made for Scheduled Castes in the implementation of 

TRDP Programme. A high per capita expenditure is earmarked for Scheduled Castes 

in SCP by the States New Schemes- planned and non-planed. 

- The target of coverage SC/ST beneficiaries in the Seventh Plan was 30% of the 

total number of beneficiaries. Now the target of 50% has been fixed for SC/ST 
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beneficiaries with effect of April 1990. Since 1990-91, SCs beneficiaries for subsidy 

purposes, getting 50% subsidy subject upto a ceiling ofRs.5000. 

Eighth Five Year Plan (1992-97): 

The thrust area of 81
h Five Year Plan was to streamline the mechanism of 

planning and implementation of programme covered under Special Component Plan. 

It was stressed that growth had to be accompanied by a sharper regional focus on 

reduction of desperity and more dispersed benefits. An outlay of Rs.2548crores in the 

Cenral sectoral,including Rs.1125 crores as Special Component Plan for Scheduled 

Castes have been given in the 8th plan. 

The 8th plan also highlighted the necessity of complete elemination of scavenging. 

Under the provisions of Protection of Civil Right Act, State Governments were 

requested to take necessary steps for effective implementationofthe Act, setting up of 

Special Mobile Courts, strengthening of existing police cell,mobile squard and courts 

for trying atrocities cases. The endeavour during the 81
h plan will be to strengthen the 

enforcement ofProtection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 and Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 and undertake programmes for 

mass awakening leading to attitudinal changes. 

9th Five Year Plan(1997-2002):-

The objective of the Ninth Plan was empower the socially disadvantaged groups 

viz., the Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and other Backward Classes 

(OBCs) and minorities as the agents of socials changes and development. 

The strategies of this Plan were as follows-

1) Create an enabling environment that is conductive for SCs, STs, OBCs and 

minorities to exercise their rights freely, enjoy their privileges and be able to lead a 

life with confidence and dignity. 

2) Adopt a three-pronged strategy of 

a)Social Empowerment b)Economic Empowerment c)Social Justice, in 

empowering these disadvantaged groups. 

3) Ensuring the removal of disparities and eliminate exploitation. 
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4)Ensure the developmental benefits to 'Reach the Unreached' through 

equitable distribution and with social justice. 

5)Ensure participation of the Socially Disadvantaged Groups in the process of 

planning. 

The specific objectives of the 9th Plan were as follows

a)Substantial reduction in poverty and unemployment; 

b )Productive assets creation in favour of Scheduled Castes to sustain the growth 

likely to accrue through developments efforts. 

c)Human resouirce development by providing adequate health and educational 

facilities. 

d)Provision of physical and financial security against exploitation. 

Under the 9th Five Year Plan,most of the schemes under the SCP for the 

economic development of Scheduled Castes, like Jawahar Rojgar 

Yojana(JRY),SITRA(Supply of Improved Toolkits to the Rural Artisans), 

DWACRA,Million Well Scheme,etc, were merged into one SJSY (Swaran Jayanti 

Swai- Rojgar Y ojana). 

Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007): 

A total outlay of Rs.6526 crore including 2313.40 crore for SCA to SCP has 

been earmarked in the Central Budget of the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment (SCs, OBCs and Minorities)in this Plan. 

The general approach towards empowering the socially Disadvantaged Groups 

during the tenth plan, details the group -wise strategy in achieving the much wanted 

'Social Empowerment' through removal of the still existing inequalities, disparities 

and other persisting problems; 'Economic Empowerment' through various 

employment cum-income generation activities with an ultimate objective of making 

them economically independent and self reliant; and 'Social Justice' through 

elimination of all types of discrimination againsts these with the strength and support 

of legislative measures, awareness generation and change in the mind- set of the 

people. 
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6.2.3 Empowerment of Scheduled castes of Maldah District Through 

Educational Development 

6.2.3.1 PRE-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP:-

Pre-matric scholarship was started in 1977-78.The main objective of the scheme 

was to provide financial assistance for children of those engaged in the so- called 

unclean occupations,viz.,scavenging.,tanning,flaying and sweeping. 

Central assistance was provided to the state government on 50:50 basis over and 

above the committed liability. There were certain inherent defects in the scheme and 

hence the responce of the state government was unsatisfactory. The scheme has been 

modified with effect from 1st november,1991,and now it covers day scholars from 

classes (I) to (X) with graded scholarships i,e. 

For class I-V Rs 25 per month 

For class VI-VIII Rs 40 per month 

For class IX-X Rs 50 per month 

The modified scheme covers hostelers from classes III to X .For the students of 

classes III to VIII, the scholarship was Rs200 per month and for the students of 

classes IX to X was Rs250 per month. The programme has been modified with effect 

from 1994 and there was no restriction on the mumber of children of parents up to 

class VIII, and any number of children of couple can get the scholarship. But if the 

third or subsequent child is born after 1st April 1993, only two Children of the family 

will be granted scholarship similarly, only two children in a family studying in class 

IX &X will be elegible for the scholarship. (J) 

The different facilities under prematric scholarship for the scheduled castes 

students are represented in the table below-
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Table-6.1 

EXPENDITURE AND BENEFICIARIES ON EDUCATIONAL SCHEME 

FOR SCHEDULED CASTES STUDENTS 

2007-2010 

(PRE-MATRIC SCHOLAR SHIP) 

PURPOSE AMOUNT BOYS' GIRLS' TOTAL 
YEAR (Rs.) 

BOOK GRANT 1,17,98,560.00 43755 18750 62505 

HOSTEL·CHARGE 24,49,800.00 230 209 439 
2007-
'08 MAINTANANCE 21,09,120.00 2417 1977 4394 

CHARGE 
BOOK GRANT 1,00,98,825.00 31282 20853 52135 

2008- HOSTEL CHARGE 23,31,000.00 201 257 458 
'09 

MAINTANANCE 21,60,000.00 2510 1990 4500 
CHARGE 
BOOK GRANT 1,64,00560.00 40770 27181 67951 

2009- HOSTEL CHARGE 23,61,000.00 264 216 480 
'10 

MAINTANANCE 21,57,600.00 3250 1245 4495 
CHARGE 

Source:-Project Officer-cum-District Welfare Officer, Backward Classes Welfare, 

MALDAH DISTRICT-2010. 

The table 6.1 represents facilities like book grant,hosted charge and 

maintainance charge for the scheduled castes students of pre-matric standerd in 

different years. 

BOOK GRANTS: 

The Scheme, Book Grant, is introduced to provide text books for the scheduled castes 

and scheduled Tribes students. In Maldah district, in 2009-2010,. an amount of 

Rs, 1,64,00,560 was released to benefit 67,957 scheduled castes students. including 
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40,770 boys and 27,181 girls. In 2008-2009 the amount was Rs 1,00,98,825 and 

31,282 boys and 20,853 girls were benefited. In 2007-2008 an amount of 

Rs1,17,98,560 was released for book grant to benefit 43,755 and 18,750 boys and 

girls respectively. 

Provide Hostel Charges for Scheduled Castes students: 

One of the important schemes to spread education among SCs. students is 

Hostel Charge' paid by the government. In the Third Five Year Plan period, to provide 

accomodation to girls studying away from their home, the scheme was started 50% of 

cost of hostels built is brone by centre and 50% by state Government. Like girls 's 

hostels, scheme for boys hostels for SC/ST was also taken up in 1989-90.During 

2007-08, a sum of Rs.24.49 Lakh was released for hostel charge for 439 (230 boys 

and 209 girls) S.C. students. The amount was 23.31 lakh for 458 S.C. students in 

2008-09. In 2009-2010 the amount ofhosel charge was 23.61lakh to provide 480 SCs. 

Students (264 boys and 216 girls). 

Maintanance Charge for S.C. students of Maldah District : 

Table-6.1 respresents that in 2009-10 the maintanance charge for the SCs 

students of the district was Rs 21.57 lakh for 4495 students (3250 boys and1245 

girls).The amount was Rs21.09 lakh for 2417 boys and 1977 girls and Rs 21.60 lakh 

for 2510boys and 1990 girls in 2007-08 and 2008-09 respectively. 

6.2.3.2 POST-METRIC SCHOLARSHIPS: 

Post-Matric scholarship was launched in 1994-95.The scholarships are granted 

to students who are children of industrial workers having an income upto Rs.60, 095 

per annum. <4> 

Under the post-matric scholarships as sum ofRs114.15 crores was sanctioned as 

central assistance in 2000-01. The rates of scholarship and stipend were revised from 

time to time. In Maldah district a sum ofRs.1.44 crores was sanctioned in 2007-08 for 

4597 boys and 2179 girls belongs to scheduled Castes.In 2009-10 Rs 2.3 8 crores is 

released as post-matric scholarship for 11,419 S.C. students including 7527 boys and 

3892 girls. 
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EXPENDITURE AND BENEFICIARIES ON EDUCATIONAL SCHEME 

Table-6.2 

POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP 

FOR SCHEDULED CASTES STUDENTS 

2007-2010 

YEAR AMOUNT (Rs.) BOYS' GIRLS' TOTAL 
2007-'08 1 ,44,96,4 70 4597 2179 6776 
2008-'09 2,83,98,115 9509 4802 14311 

2009-' 10 2,38,48,805.00 7527 3892 11419 

Source:-Project Officer-cum-District Welfare Officer, Backward Classes 

Welfare, Maldah District-2010. 

"There is scope of considerable expansion of this scheme .Ample funds are 

available with the Ministry of welfare but are not being utilized for want of complete 

proposals from the state government in time.It is learnt that like few states 

government of West Bengal did not furnish complete proposals during 1992-

1993."c5>so the state government should be aware of this fact. 

'• 

6.2.3.3 Ashram Hostels for S.C. students in Maldah District: 

There are 5 Ashram Hostels in Maldah District, 3 located in Gazole block and 

one each in Bamongola and Harischandrapur-1 blocks. Names and no of hostellers is 

shown below-

Table-6.3 

LIST OF ASHRAM HOSTELS FOR SCHEDULED CASTES STUDENTS, 

2010 

Sl.No. Name of the School Block No. of 
Hostellers 

1 Tiyakati High School Gazole 20 
2 Jagdala High School Bamangola 20 
3 Raniganj K.C. High School Gazole 20 
4 Chandrabati Saha Vidyapith Gazole 20 
5 Pipla High School Harischandrapur-I 20 

Source:-Project Officer-cum-District Welfare Officer, Backward Classes 

Welfare, Maldah District-2010. 
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Objectives of Ashram Hostels: 

These fives Ashram hostels are established to provide the following facilities-

1)Free meal for S.C. students 

2)Provide Kerosene,soap,oil,hurricane etc. 

3)Supply of garments, 

4 )Provide money for games and sports and bedding and 

5)Medical facilities for S.C. students. 

Rate for the above mantioned facilities for SC/ST students in the West Bep.gal in 

2009-10 is shown in the table below-

Table-6.4 

MAINTAINANCE OF ASHRAM HOSTELS FOR S.C. & S.T. STUDENTS 

WEST BENGAL-2009-2010 

Rate in Rs. 

Sl. 
Item of Expenditure Ratew.e.f. 

No 
2007-08 2008-09 01.02.2010 

1. Meal Charge 600/Head/Month 600/Head/Month 750/Head/Month 

Other Charges (Purchase 

~- of kerosene, soap, oil, 300/Head/ Anum ~00/Head/ Anum 400/Head/ Anum 
hurricane etc.) 

3. Garments 80/ Head/ Anum ~00/Head/ Anum 200/Head/ Anum 
4. Sports &Games 50/Head/ Anuin 1 00/Head/ Anum 1 00/Head/ Anum 
5. Bedding 1 00/Head/ Anum 300/Head/ Anum 300/Head/ Anum 
6. !Medical Facilities 50/Head/ Anum 1 00/Head/ Anum 1 00/Head/ Anum 

7. 
!Remuneration of 

1500 /month 1500/month 1500/month 
Superintendent 

8. ~emuneration of Cook 850/month 850/month 850/month 

9. 
!Remuneration of 

600/month 600/month 600/month 
!Helper 

Source:-Government of West Bengal, Backward Classes Welfare Department, Writers 

Building, Kolkata,201 0 
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Total requirement for the five Ashram Hostels in the Maldah district was 

Rs.40.26 Lakh in 2009-lO,but sanctioned amount was 38.58 Lakh for 400 students 

including 380 boys and 20 girls. Against the total allotmant of 38.58 Lakh the total 

expenditure was Rs38 lakh 57 thousand 450. So, District welfare office was unable to 

utilize the total sanctioned amount. 

Table-6.5 • 

EXPENDITURE AND BENEFICIARIES OF ASHRAM HOSTELS 

FOR SCHEDULED CASTES & SCHEDULED TRIBES STUDENTS, 2009-2010 

AMOUNT (Rs.) BENEFICIARIES 
REQUIREMENT 40,26,800 BOYS' 380 

ALLOTMENT RECEIVED 38,58,000 GIRLS' 20 
EXPENDITURE 38,57,450 TOTAL 400 

Source:-Project Officer-cum-District Welfare Officer, Backward Classes Welfare, 

Maldah District-201 0. 

Yearly Expenditure of Ashram Hostels in Maldah District: 

Sl. 
~0. 

1. 
[£. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The yearly expenditure of five Ashram Hostels is given in the table below

Table-6.6 

YEARLY EXPENDITURE OF ASHRAM HOSTELS 

FOR SCHEDULED CASTES STUDENTS, 2007-2010 

Name of the School 
YEARLY EXPENDITURE(Rs.) 

Block Q007-08 12008-09 ~009-10 

friyakati High School Gazole 1,89,000.00 1,89,000.00 2,01,400.00 
J agdala High School Bamangola . 1,89,000.00 1,89,000.00 ~,01,400.00 
Raniganj K.C. High Gazole 1,89,000.00 1,89,000.00 ~,01,400.00 
School 
Chandrabati Saha 

Gazole 1,89,000.00 1,89,000.00 2,01,400.00 
Vidyapith 

Pipla High School 
Harischandra 1,89,000.00 1,89,000.00 2,01,400.00 
Pur-l 

TOTAL 9,45,000.00 9,45,000.00 10,07,000.00 

Source:-Project ·officer-cum-District Welfare Officer, Backward Classes Welfare, 

Maldah District-201 0. 
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The table represents that in 2007-08 and 2008-09 the expenditure of hostels was 

Rs.9,45,000.00. In 2009-10the expenditure increased toRs. 10, 07,000.00. It is also 

observed that the yearly expenditure of all the Ashram hostels is equal in all the 

financial years. 

6.2.3.4 Issue of Caste Certificates 

Issue of caste certificates for scheduled Castes is represented in the table -6.7.1n 2008-

_09, 8811 applications were received and 1546 certificates were issued to the 

candidates. So total pending cases were 7365.1n 2009-10, 12007 applications were 

received and 2973 certificates were issued to the candidates. 8683 cases are pending. 

There are 351 cases with objection.So, it is clear that scheduled castes are becoming 

more conscious about their facilities for development and hence the number of 

applicants is increasing. 

Table-6.7 

ISSUE OF CASTE CERTIFICATES TO SCHEDULED CASTES,2008-2010 

YEAR 
APPLICATION CERTIFICATE PENDING 

OBJECTION 
RECEIVED ISSUED CASES 

2008-2009 8811 1546 7365 NIL 

2009-2010 12007 2973 8683 351 

Source:-Project Officer-cum-District Welfare Officer, Backward Classes Welfare, 

MALDAH. 

6.2.4 Empowerment of Scheduled castes of Maldah District 

Through Economic Development 

Poverty alleviation programmes put into action both in urban and rural areas 

since the 1980s have not only helped the poor people to rise above the poverty line, 

but also brought down the poverty rates quite effectively<6
> 

6.2.4.1 Implementation of SCP and SCA in Maldah District:-

Three special mechanisms viz. Special Component Plan (SCP) for Scheduled 

Castes, Tribal Sub Plan(TSP) for STs and Special Central Assistance (SCA) to SCP 

and TSP were implemented by the Government during 1970's. The major objective of 

SCP and TSP was to ensure the financial benefits for the development and welfare of 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. SCA is a central scheme and is the most 
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important programme of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for the 

alleviation of poverty among Scheduled Castes people. 

Special Component Plan (SCP): 

Eligibility to apply for the scheme: 

1. A person belongs to scheduled Castes 

2. Family income below Rs19, 954.00 per year (Rural Areas) and below Rs27, 

287.00(For urban areas) 

3. Age between 18-55 years 

4. Permanent Resident of the district 

5. Previous experience in any project 

6. Ability to recover the loan 

Project under scheme:-

Agriculture, Business, Animal Husbandry, pisciculture, small scale industry etc. 

No. of Beneficiaries and Project cost:-

Table-6.8 represents number of beneficiaries under S.C.P. in 2008-2010.In 

2008-09 total beneficiaries in Maldah district under SCP was 330 including 

61(18.48%) women beneficiaries and the project cost was 12.20lakh. During 2009-10 

654 SCs were benefited under this scheme including 142 women and the project cost 

was 28.40lakh. So number of Beneficiaries and project cost in 2009-10 increased 

nearly 2 times and 2 .5 times respectively compared to 2008-09. 

Table-6.8 

SCHEDULED CASTES WOMEN BENEFICIARIES UNDER DIFFERENT 

SCHEMES 

OF .W.B. SC& ST DEVELOPMENT & FINANCE CORPORATION 

2008-09 2009-10 

No. of Project No. of Project 
Schemes Beneficiaries Cost Beneficiaries Cost 

Total Women (Lakh) Total Women (Lakh 

l.S.C.P 330 61 12.20 654 142 28.40 
2.M.S.Y 124 124 24.80 38 38 7.60 
TOTAL 454 185 37.00 692 180 36.00 

Source:W.B. SC&ST DEVELOPMENT & FINANCE CORPORATION,MALDAH. 

296 



Block/ Municipality wise Target and sanctioned cases under S.C.P in 

Maldah District: 

Block/Municipality wise target and sanctioned cases under S.C.P for the 

Scheduled Castes of the Corporation for the year 2009-2010 is represented in 

Appendix-XV. 

It is clear from the table that in 2009-10, total physical target was1351 and 

financial target was Rs. 270.20lakh under S.C.P. for the district.Encouraging fact is 

that during this period both the physical and financial sanction was increased under 

SCP. Physical target was1351 and 2487 scheduled castes were sanctioned and the·· 

financial target was Rs. 270.20 lakh and Rs. 497 .40lakh was sanctioned for 

beneficiaries in 2009-10. 

In 2009-10 in Gazole Block 262 persons are benefited under S.C. and 

sanctioned project cost was Rs.52.40lakh.ln Habibpur block the physical target was 

212 and it increased to 908(nearly 4 times) and the financial target was Rs. 42.4 lakh 

and it also increased to Rs. 181.60 lakh (nearly 4 times) in 2009-10.1n three blocks 

Kaliachak-1, Harischandrapur 1& 2,there was both physical and Financial target but 

no one sanctioned S.C.P. 

On the otherhand the physical and financial sanction was less from the target in 

4blocks, viz. ,Kaliachak-II,Kaliachak-III,Chanchal II and Manihchak. In 2009-10, no 

scheduled castes of Kaliachak I, Harsichndrapur I and Harsichndrapur II blocks were 

benefited under S.C.P., though 62.48, 52.22 and 68.89% families of these blocks are 

living below poverty line. 

6.2.4.2N.S.F.D.C(National Scheduled Castes Finance Development Corporation 

Linked Scheme): 

It is a National Scheduled Castes Finance Development Corporation Linked 

Scheme and the elegibility to apply for this scheme are-

1)A scheduled castes person whose yearly family income is less than Rs.-40,000 

for rural areas and Rs,-55,000/ in urban areas. 

2)Age between 18-50 years 

3)Trained/Experienced in same project. 
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4)Able to recover the loan 

5)Permanent residence of the Maldah District. 

Projects under Scheme:-

Cow and pig rearing,medical store, dress making, handloom cloth store, 

Fishery, computer graphics,small business, auto rickshaw,diesel taxi etc. 

Block/Municipality-Wise Target and sanctioned cases under N.S.F.D.C. scheme:

In 2009-2010 the physical and financial target was 21 and 25.20 lakh respectively for 

the Maldah district under N.S.F.D.C. scheme, but discouraging fact is that both the 

targets were declined to 17 for physical and 19.13 lakh for financial. Under 

N.S.F.D.C. scheme the sanction was more than target in Habibpur, Old Maldah 

Municipality and Ratua-II. In the remaining blocks the sanction was less or same 

compared to the target under this scheme. 

6.2.4.3 M.S.Y.( Mahila Samridhi Yojona) Scheme: 

M.S.Y. is Mahila Samridhi Yojona scheme and the eligibility to apply for the 

scheme are-

1) Scheduled Castes certified holder females whose yearly family income is less 

than Rs.40,000/- for rural areas and Rs,55,000/- for urban areas 

2) Age between 18-55 years 

3) Permanent Residential Proof 

4) SelfHelp Groups of7-20 members with 6 months experience in same project 

or individual 

. 5) Ability to recover the loan etc. 

Projects:-

Agriculture, Small scale industry, Animal Husbandry related economy projects 

between less than Rs. 25,000/-

Block/Municipality wise Target and Sanction of cases under M.S.Y. Scheme: 

Table-6.8 represents women beneficiaries assisted under M.S.Y. in 2008-09 and 

2009-1 0 in Maldah district.In 2008-09 total beneficiaries in the district was 124 and 

the amount of project cost was Rs.24.80 lakh. In 2009-10 the target was 210 

(Appendix-XV)and total women beneficiaries declined to38 from 124 in 2008-09 and 

the amount of project cost was also declined to 7.60 lakh in 2009-109(Table-
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6.8),because of the facts that the cases were sent to Head Office and due to delay in 

official processing the cases were pending. In Habibpur block physical and financial 

target under M.S.Y. cases was 33 and 6.60 lakh but 47 physical and 9.40 lakh 

financial project cost sent to the Head Office. The physical and financial target for the 

blocks and municipalities and cases sent to Head Office is represented in appendix

XV 

6.2.4.4 M.K.Y. (Mahila Kishan Yojona) scheme: 

The eligibility to apply for the Mahila Kishan Y ojona is as follows -

1) Female members of the families of marginal farmers of rural areas with 

yearly income not more than Rs, 40,000/- per year. 

2) Scheduled Castes Certificate Holders. 

3) Age between 18-50 years 

4) Ownership of agricultural land individual or jointly. 

5) Self Help Group of 7-20 members or individual with six months experience 

in same project. 

6) Ability to recover the loan etc. 

Project: Only for agriculture. 

Block wise target and cases sent to Head Office under M.K.Y. in Maldah 

District: 

Very interesting fact is that there was no block wise target for M.K.Y. in the 

district, though 3 cases of Habibpur with project cost of Rs, 1.00 lakh and one case of 

Manikchak with project cost Rs.0.25 lakh have been sent to the Head Office. 

6.2.4.5 N.S.K.F.D.C (National Safai Karmochari Finance Development 

Corporation) scheme:-

The eligibility for applying for the National Safai Karmochari Finance 

Development Corporation Scheme are-

1) Scheduled Castes Certificate holder Safai Karmochari or depending persons 

on them. 

2) Yearly income not more than Rs, 40,000/- for rural areas and Rs,55,000/- for urban 

areas. 

3) Age limit 18 years to 55 years 
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4) Experience in related scheme 

5) Ability to recover the loan etc. 

Pojects under Schemes:-

Cow rearing, wooden furniture making, garage, disel taxi, auto, van! rickshaw etc. 

Facilities:-

Facilities given by the government for this scheme are-

1 )Subsidy for people living below poverty line is 50% or Rs.l 0,000/-

2)6% interest on loan 

3)5% share on loan more than Rs2.00 lakh. 

4) Education loan for vocational and technical education. 

Target of the district for the N.S.K.F.D.C.: 

Target for the NSKFDC of the district for the financial year 2009-10 was 4 physical 

and 1.84 lakh financial {Table-6.9). But availiability of funds in this year was 

nil.Though 2 cases/applications collected upto 14th August' 09 for this scheme and 

percentage of recovery upto 30.06.09 is 16.86. 

6.2.5 National Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Finalllce 

Development Corporation (NSFDC):-

Under Section 25 of Companies Act, 1956 the National Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes Finance Development Corporation (NSFDC) was set-up. The main 

objective of NSFDC was financing income generating activities for benefiting SC & 

ST population living below the poverty line. The NSFDC provide funds at low interest 

rates to the target group through the State -level Scheduled Castes Development 

Corporations (SCDCs) and other channelising agencies for implementing various 

economically feasible and financially viable self employment schemes /projects in 

sectors such as Agriculture,Hrticulture ,Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development, 

Minor irrigation ,Small industries ,Trade and Services and Transport. (?) 

The Corporation also works with the Nationalised Banks and NABARD in 

improving the flow of financial assistance to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes .Its chief function is innovative and promotive rather than to replicate the work 

of other agencies. The promotional role of the corporation is to identify SC clusters 
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through special surveys and motivating the SCs beneficiaries, assessing their financial 

needs formulate various remunerative schemes for different occupational groups. 

6.2.6 State Scheduled castes Development Corporation:-

The state level Scheduled Castes Development Corporation (SCDCs) was 

introduced in 1978-79 to uplift the SC/ST population living below the poverty .At 

present SCDCs are functioning in 25states/Union Territories.The centre contributes 

49% to the authorised share capital of the SCDCs against the 51% contributed by the 

State Government. 

Thje main Schemes for the economic development of SC/ST of Maldah District 

of the west Bengal SCs & STs Development and Finance Corporation are S.C.P, 

N.S.F.D.C, M.S.Y, M.K.Y, S.S.Y, T.S.P, N.S.T.F.D.C, A.M.S.Y and N.S.K.F.D.C 

etc. 

Table-6.8 represents that in 2008-09, out of total 330 S.C.P beneficiaries of the 

district 61(20.33%) are female while the percentage of females under this same 

scheme was 21.71 in 2009-lO.So there was slight growth of female beneficiaries in 

this project .On the other hand the scheme M.S.Y is only for women and number of 

women beneficiaries decreases from 124 to 38 from 2008-09 to 2009-2010~ 

It is observed from the table-6.9 that in 2009-10 the target of the district for the 

Mahila Samridhi Yojana was 210 physical and 42.00 lakh financial.For t~?-is purpose 

1094 applications were received through special camps whereas enquiry completed 

for only 262 cases.It was only 23.95% of of the total applicants. Only 29 

applicants( 13.81% of the total target.) disbursed loan of 2.90 lakh. U nde the scheme 

NSFDC only 2(0.90%) applicants were disbursed loan.Though applications received 

for the NSKFDC,MKY and SSY but there was not a single beneficiary under these 

scheme 
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Table-6.9 

Different Schemes For The Scheduled Castes For The Year 2009-10 

(On the Basis ofReport upto- 14.08.2009) 

Target Applications Loan Disbursed 

Schemes 
Received Enquary 

Physical 
Financial Through Completed Physical 

Financial 
(Lakh) Spl.Camps. (Lakh) 

1.MSY 210 42.00 1094 262 29 2.90 
2.NSFDC 21 25.20 132 34 02 4.80 
3.NSKFDC 04 1.84 02 NIL NIL NIL 
4.MKY - - 451 95 - -
5.SSY - - 36 08 - -
Source:W.B. SC&ST DEVELOPMENT & FINANCE CORPORATION,MALDAH. 

Table 6.10 represents that in 2009-10 SC/ST Development Corporation collected 

4680 applications for the SCP scheme. For this scheme bank sanctioned Rs. 17.30 

lakh for 173 beneficiaries d ansubsidy released Rs. 16.70 lakh for 167 beneficiaries. 

Applications 
Collected through 
Spl. Camps 

4680 for target 
1351 physical 

Table-6.10 

SCP(SPECIAL COMPONENT PLAN), 2009-10 

Achievement up to 201
h July,2009 

Enquary Loan Sanctioned by 
Subsidy Released 

Completed Bank 

Physical 
Financial 

Physical 
Financial 

1,084 (Lakh) (Lakh) 
173 17.30 167 16.70 

Source:W.B. SC&ST DEVELOPMENT & FINANCE CORPORATION. 

6.3 The Suggestions for the Socio- Economic Upliftment: 

The major thrust of the present study is to identifY major economic parameters 

such as occupation of scheduled castes, their standard of living, food, clothes, house 

type etc. and to identifY major social parameters such as education, migration, 

religion, family planning measures, superstitions, to explore political awareness and 

involvement etc and to suggest ways for their socio- economic upliftment in pursuit of 
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these aims occupational status, political awareness and involvement, educational 

attainment and educational mobility over three successive generations, namely father 

of respondent, respondent and grandfather of respondent have been examined 

separately for both rural and urban areas of the district. The study consists of 1144 

house holds of 50 sample sites of 15block of the Maldah district. The scheduled castes 

are socially oppressed, economically poor, culturally and educationally backward 

. The suggestions for their socio- economic upliftment are-

1) Majority of them have no knowledge of beneficial and welfare schemes 

provided to them (like -S.C.P, N.S.F.D.C, M.S.Y, M.K.Y, N.S.K.F.D.C and 

Education loan up to Rs.7.5 -15lakh for medical, technical, M.B.A. etc) by the state 

and central government. So, it is suggested that there is need to aware them about 

these various schemes introduced by the Government for their socio-economic 

development. 

2) There are a number of laws, both central and state, which provide for 

safeguards to scheduled castes like the protection of civil Rights Act (1955), The 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act; 1989, the 

Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act,1976,the child labour (Prohibition and 

Regulation) Act; 1986, The Minimum Wages Act; 1948,The Pnachayat (Extension to 

the Scheduled Areas) Act; 1996, etc, 

The Protection of civil Rights (PCR) Act of 1955 and the Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act of 1989, are the two important 

equipments which prevent the atrocities against scheduled castes. Almost all the 

scheduled castes have no knowledge about these laws and safeguards. So, both Govt. 

and Non Governmental Organisations should take steps to aware them that person 

affected by the practice of untouchability and discrimination may approach the police 

station and register F.I.R(First Information Report) as per provision under Sections 3 

to 7 of the Protection of civil Rights Act. 1955, 

3) The educational status of scheduled castes continues to be much lower than 

that of the society. For the educational development of scheduled Casts students the 

following steps to be taken by the Government-
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a) At present the book grant for the S.C. students of High School level are as 

follows in 2009-10. 

Table-6.11 

CLASS-WISE BOOK GRANT FOR SCs STUDENTS 

Class Book grant (In Rs.) 

v 20 

VI 150 

VII 200 

VIII 280 

IX 500 

X 7 5+ 160 (Exam fee) 

Source: District Welfare Office, Maldah,2010. 

It is suggested that the amount of book grant should be increased for them and 

Government should bear total cost of books for the families living below poverty line 

and for the students who are first generation learners of poor families . 

b) A total of 1144 respondents are covered in this study from all the blocks of 

Maldah district. The study reveals that the illiteracy rate among scheduled castes is 

decreasing. The illiterate scheduled castes living below poverty line or who are of low 

income groups should be aware that in the case of them income might be less 

important. The facilities for education are being provided by the government with, 

free education; free Ashram Hostels, scholarships hostel facilities, reservation in 

admission and employment. So, educational development may not be dependent on 

income. 

c) There are only 595 seats in hostels for the S.C. students studying in class V to 

X in the 8 block of the Maldah district, of which 461 (77%) seats are in Gazole block, 

28 (4.70%) seats are in Habibpur Block, 25 (4.20%) Seats in each Bamangola and 

Harischandrapur- I block and 24 seats (4%) are in English Bazar block. The students 

of these hostels get Rs. 750X10 months) in 10 months for their education. The table-

6.12 represents the facts 
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Table-6.12 

Block wise Distribution of S.C Students in School Hostel 

Maldah District, 2009-2010 

Blocks Qualification 
Financial Students in Hostels 
Assistance Total No % 

Gazole 461 77.48 

Habibpur 28 4.71 
Bamangola 25 4.20 
Old Maldah Class Rs. 12 2.02 v 7500 
Ratua- I To (Rs. 750X 10 3 0.50 

Harishchandrpur-I X Months) 25 4.20 
Kaliachak-II 17 2.86 
Eng. Bazar 24 4.03 
Total: 595 100% 

Source: Project officer-cum-District Welfare Office, Maldah. 

So, it is clear that of the 15 blocks of Maldah district, the students of 7 

blocks are out of this facility, though a huge no. of scheduled castes lives in these 

block. So these types ofhostels for S.C. students should be established in all the block 

of the district for the educational development. It is also suggested that no. of seats 

should also be increased in these hostels. 

d) For the higher education the scheduled castes should be informed by the 

government or non-government agencies about the 'Education Loan which is 

introduced in the year 2010 for the scheduled castes students to study medical 

engineering, M.B.A. etc. The amount ofloan is 7.5 Lakh in India and upto 15 lakh in 

other countries @ 5% interest. The applicant should have the SC certificate and their 

annual family income not exceeds Rs 53000/- for urban areas and Rs 40,000/- for 

rural areas. It is suggested that the upper income limit should be increased to Rs. 1.5 

lakh for urban areas and Rs. 1.0 lakh for rural areas for the education loan. 

e) District welfare Officer has introduced "Job Oriented Course" for the 

scheduled castes students from the session 2010-11. Majority of the respondents have 

no informations of these types of courses. So, it is also suggested that they must be 

informed by advertisement or by special camps. Besides this the no. of seats are very 
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limited for them (Table-6.13). So, it is also suggested that the government should 

increase the no. of seats for the "Job Oriented Courses" for their betterment. 

Table-6.13 

Job Oriented Courses for S.C. Students 
Maldah District 2010-11 

Course Qualification Seats 

Advanced Diploma m 
H.S 30 Information Technology 

Diploma in P.C. Hardware and 
M.P. 30 Networking 

Diploma in Software 
H.S 21 Technology 

Diploma in P.C. Hardworking 
H.S 21 and Networking 

Joint Entrance I liT etc. M.P 16 

Source: Project Officer-Cum-District Welfare Office, Maldah. 

Financial 
Assistance 
Rs. 750 for 

the candidates 
of English 
Bazar and 
Rs 1500 
for the 

other regions 
per month. 

Rs. 400/- per 
month. 

The study revealed that the names of the many schemes for the educational 

and economic development were never heard by the majority of students as well as 

respondents of the study area (Appendix-:XXI). So, the Government should take 

proper step to inform them. "Published reports of the department, however, regularity 

showed thousands of students as having benefited; and huge amounts were shown to 

have been disbursed. It could not be ascertained where that amount had actually gone 

year after year." <S>so, scheduled castes should by aware of these facts for their 

development. 

Suggestions for Economic Development: The Article 335 states that 

"the claims of the members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes shall be talcen 

into consideration, consistently with the maintenance of efficiency of administration, 

in making of appointments to services and posts in connection with the affairs of the 

Union or of the State."The constitution also made provisions for their socio-economic 

and political development besides reservation in employment. 

The Article 46 of the constitution states the state shall promote with special 

care of the educational and economic interest of the weaker sections of the people and 
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in particular of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them 

from social injustice and all forms of exploitation. 

According to the above said provisions, steps are being taken to promote 

economic interest of scheduled casts and the planning Commission, in the Five-year 

plans, earmarked certain amount. A new strategy was evolved finding the results 

unsatisfactory in the Sixth Five year Plan (1980-85). The strategy comprises 

1) The Special Component plans (S.C.P) 

2) Special Central Assistance and 

3) The Scheduled Castes Development Corporations. 

According to the information of W.B. SC& ST Development and Finance 

Corporation (Table-6.1 0), Maldah District Branch, the target of the district under SCP 

in 2009-2010 was 1351 physical, for this scheme 4680 applications collected through 

special camps and 1084 enquiry completed up to 201
h July, 09. Bank sanctioned loan 

for 173 persons Rs.17, 30,000 and subsidy released Rs.16,70,000 for 173 physical 

cases.So, both the physical and financial target should be increased for their economic 

development. 

Problems faced by beneficiaries and suggestion-

1) Few respondents reported that their names were entered as beneficiaries of 

loans under different schemes but actually the amounts go in to different pockets and 

in this way they have been deprived. 

It is revealed from the study that no person from the concerned government 

offices had came to their village to inform them about the various government 

schemes for their economic development. Majority of them were informed about 

the schemes by the other concerned beneficiaries and by the middleman. 

So, it is suggested that the government should take necessary steps to 

inform them about the schemes and their terms and conditions. It is also revealed 

from the study that they spent on the average about 7-8 working days per month on 

pursuing the application relating to loan-cum-subsidy due to illiteracy and 

backwardness. So, all the banks should take necessary steps that they can get the loan 

directly without the activity of middleman. 
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2) Few of the respondents reported that the loan amount they received from the 

bank was not full amount. Bank gave them their loan amount deducting margin 

money from their actual loan amount. 

As a result sometimes few respondents utilize their loan amount for other 

purposes and the main objective of the scheme failed. On the other hand they are 

forced to pay the interest and principle amount of the loan failing which bank declared 

them as 'Defaulters' and they deprived of future loan. So, it is suggested that the 

banks should give actual amount of the loan to them and observed strictly the purpose 

of the loan is fulfilled or not. 

3) The M.S.Y (Mahila Samridhi Yojana) scheme is very important for the 

development of scheduled castes females through agriculture, animal husbandry, 

small industry etc. At present the rate of interest of bank loan for this scheme is 3%. It 

is revealed from the study that the rate of interest should be decreased and subsidy for 

the M.S.Y scheme should be increased. 

4) Like M.SY, the rate of interest of the loan of other projects like S.C.P, 

N.S.F.D.C, Micre Credit, M.K.Y, N.S.K.F.D.C et.c should also decreased and the 

subsidy amount from the government should be increased. 

5) P.M.E.G (Prime Minister Employment Generation) scheme play vital role in 

economic development of the scheduled castes because-

~ There is no upper limit of income of families. 

~ The maximum loan amount is Rs.25 lakh for industry and Rs.l 0 lakh for 

service sector. 

~ No educational qualification is required for the loan below Rs.l 0 lakh for 

industry and below Rs.5 lakh for service sector. Minimum educational 

qualification of class VIII is required for the loan above Rs.l 0 lakh for 

industry and above Rs.5 lakh for service sector. 

~ No mortgage up to Rs.5lakh. 

~ 2-3 weeks of training after the sanction ofloan. 
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Table-6.14 

Prime Minister Employment Generation Scheme 

Subsidy Bank Loan 
Category 

Rural Urban Rural Urban 

General 25% 15% 85% 75% 

SC/ST /Minority(F emales) 35% 25% 75% 65% 

Ex Army/P .H. 35% 25% 75% 65% 

Source: District Industrial Centre, Maldah. 

The rate of interest of loan under PMEG scheme should be decreased and 

subsidy should be increased from 35% of rural areas and 25% of urban areas. The 

number of beneficiaries under this scheme is very few in this district compared to the 

General castes. At present there are only 47 SC beneficiaries under this in 2009-

10(Appendix-III). So, government should take necessary steps to increase the number 

ofbeneficiaries from the backward section like scheduled castes of the district. 

6) Ceiling of the income of the applicants should be increased for the loan. At 

present the ceiling of the income for the different schemes for scheduled castes are 

represented in the table-6.15. 

Table-6.15 

Ceiling of Income and Schemes for the scheduled castes 

Schemes 
Ceiling of income(Rs) 

Rural Urban 

S.C.P <19,954 <27287 

N.S.F.D.C <40,000 <55,000 

M.S.Y <40,000 <55,000 

Micro credit <40,000 <55,000 
Mahi1a KishanYojana <40,000 <55,000 

N.S.K.F.D.C <40,000 <55,000 

Source: West Bengal scheduled castes and scheduled Tribes Development 

&Finace Corporation, Maldah, 2010. 
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At present the annual income of the families have increased and it is suggested 

that the annual ceiling for loans should be increased from Rs.40,000 to Rs, 1.0 lakh 

for rural areas and from Rs 50,000 to Rs. 1.5 lakh for urban areas. 

7) Government should take necessary steps for the skill development of 

scheduled castes and to review their development after every 6 months. 

8) The infrastructure of the district is not sufficient to train the scheduled castes 

for different job oriented course .So it is suggested that the infrastructure should be 

developed for the betterment of the scheduled castes. 

9) The co-operation among the different departments which are working for the 

development of the scheduled castes, should be increased. 

1 O)Animal husbandry,fishing,agriculture,horticulture,floiculture,food processing 

etc. are the base of economy of the rural people of the district. The people should 

select their occupation from these and the concerned government department should 

extend their co-operation. 

11) According to Manager, W.B. SC&ST Development and Finance 

Corporation Maldah, the departments should issue certificates for the trained 

scheduled castes and the S.C & S.T. Development Corporation can easily sanction 

loans·for the trained scheduled castes. 

12) Almost all the fishermen practice fishing in other ponds on lease and hence 

their rate of development is slow. So, the government should take proper step for the 

development of the scheduled castes fishermen. 

13) "Political pollution" should be checked for the overall development of the 

scheduled castes. 
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14)Progress of registration of SCs under District Employment Exchange was 

428, 665 and 840 in 2007,2008 and 2009 but only 40,18 and 24 candidates were 

placed in different jobs in 2007,2008 and 2009 respectively(Appendix-XIII &XIV). 

So, the government should be aware of unemployment of SCs and to create job 

opportunities. 

15) Indira Awas Yojana for BPL families: In 1985-86 Central Government of 

India introduced Indira A was Y ojana for the benefit of Scheduled Castes/ Scheduled 

Tribes and freed bonded labourers in the rural areas who generally have substandard 

housing facilities. It is being implemented with the financial assistance released by the 

Department of Rural Development under the Rural Employment Programme. At 

present in the Maldah district, under this programme, Rs. 35000/- per unit is being 

provided for construction of dwelling unit, low-cost sanitation and infrastructure of 

dwelling unit. 

Block wise allotment of IA Y was highest in Manikchak block ( 480 S.C 

families) followed by Gazole (317), Habibpur (208) and Kaliachak III (188). It was 

nil for the English bazaar and Kaliachak block (Appendix-XVI.). So, it is suggested 

that the distribution of IA Y fund should be uniform compared to the total Scheduled 

castes families of the block. 

16) SelfHelfGroups: 

The programme of entrepreneurship development among women through the 

formation of Self Help Groups (SHGs) has a very positive impact on woman 

empowerment.Through entrepreneurship development women will not generate 

income for herself but also generate employment for the other women in the 

locality.At present SCs are the members of different SHGs. Appendix IX, X,XI and 

XII represents the involvement of SCs in SHGs.So, the government should take steps 

to involve the SCs women in large number for their economic development. 
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