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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

General Statement of the Problem 

Changes take place perpetually in all societies old or new - change in the 

method and technique of production of subsistence and wealth, change in thinking 

and feeling, change in the attitudes to life ... ,and correspondingly change in 

social organisational pattern. 1 A law of society and nature, the process is the 

result of calamities and crisis, specially man-created crisis as the aggression of 

foreign powers; deeply affecting outlooks and attitudes, causing the e¥olution 

of new social institutions, and readjustments in the existing ones. The question 

of social change has been increasingly debated upon by social scientists of today. 

Cyril Edwin Black from his vantage point as historian has argued that 

revolutionary change in man's life in modern times, confined principally to the 

west, for several centuries, had come to affect all societies. "For the first time 

in history, a universal pattern of modernity is emerging from the wide diversity 

of traditional values and institutions, and peoples of all nations are confronted 

with the challenge of defining their attitudes towards fundamental changes that 

are world wide in scope'? Neil J. Smelser has argued the aspect of the matter of 

social change most cogently. Social change according to him moves ahead "by a 

complicated leapfrog process, creating recurrent crisis of adjustment". 3 

The dictionary meaning of this process of social change is transition. The 

idea of transition as developed in this thesis, is the transition from medieval to 



modem. Twentieth century works on transition, as in the transitional debates 

edited by R.J. Holton,4 focused on the transition from feudalism to capitalism. 

They explain the emergence of European modernity. The contribution of Marx 

and writers in the Marxist tradition represents one of the most influential attempts 

to understand the origin and nature of the modem western world. The distinctive 

contributions of Marx and Engels in their historical studies, centres on the 

understanding of the dynamics of modem western society in terms of the 

Capitalist mode of production. 5 Holton has, however, opined that Marx's legacy 

to subsequent analyses of the transition process, is fundamentally problematic. 

This has been attributed to the remarkable degree of interpretative divergence 

among recent analysts, the vast accumulation of empirical data pertaining to 

transition since Marx's day, and also to certain areas of logical incoherence, 

ambiguity or shifts of emphasis within Marx's own work of social change.6 

Holton himself has come to a conclusion, that 'there is no characteristically 

Marxist theory of the transition from feudalism to capitalism. Marxists disagree 

quite fundamentally over the conceptualisation of capitalism and feudalism, the 

substantive explanation of transition, and over underlying teleological 

assumptions'. 7 As such, the 'economic' framework has been regarded as 

inadequate to the transition problem. Economic determinism, as the pressure 

from market forces, nor any kind of productive force determinism, appear 

inadequate as prime movers of the process. Scholars, Marxists as well as non

Marxists are now looking beyond conventional economic theory and showing 

an increasing interest in the historical importance of cultural and political 

residuals. 8 

Attention has been drawn to the work of Max Weber, who in his 

substantive analysis of individual historical' conjunctures,9 has argued "that the 
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emergence of capitalism depended to only a very limited extent on the pre

existence of a feudal economy or polity. Weber explains the successful 

consolidation of capitalism in different parts of Europe has been attributed to 

exogenous as well as endogenous influences. 

In recent times, a shift has occurred among analysts from Western Europe 

to the developing countries of South Asia. R.I. Crane edited, Transition in South 

Asia: Problems of Modernisation, a collection of symposium papers, helped 

to illuminate features of transition from tradition to modernity in that part of 

the world. 10 Historical periodization here assumes some measure of importance 

in understanding the transition process from one period to another. In the 

medieval period the societies were characterised as traditional. George S. 

Masannat has written that "societies are characterised by their hierarchical social 

structure and tend to be custom bound, ascriptive and predominantly rural and 

agricultural". 11 C. E. Black, has also described the traditional societies as being 

typically closed and rigid in their structure, members primarily peasants living 

in isolated villages, poor and illiterate and having little contact with central 

political authorities. 12 Myron Weiner, has made an attempt to distinguish between 

tradition and traditionalism. "Tradition refers to the beliefs and practices handed 

down from the past; as we reinterpret our past, our traditions change. In contrast, 

traditionalism glorifies the past beliefs and practices as immutable", writes 

Weiner. People's attachment to the past, and reluctance to change has been 

described as traditionalism. "Traditionalism, by virtue of its hostility to 

innovation, is clearly antithetical to the development of modernization; 

traditions, which are constantly subject to reinterpretation and modification, 

constitute no such barrier. 13 
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Traditional societies are constantly giving way to change and modification, 

thus creating a bridge from the medieval to the modem age. The term applied to 

the process of change, whereby less developed societies, said to exist in an age 

which is distinctly pre-modern, acquire characteristics common to more 

developed societies, is Modernization. It is hardly, an exaggeration to say that 

there are as many definitions of modernization as there are schools of thought. 

One school has treated modernization as a general phenomenon of social change, 

another has defined it in economic and social terms, while a third has tended to 

synthesize socio-economic along with other aspects into a broader definition 

of modernization. 14 Modernization, can thus, be viewed as a total process. It is a 

historically inescapable and irretrievable process of social change from the 

traditional way of living and thinking. It marked a definite break with the past 

traditions and a fresh reordering of the socio-political structure, economic 

system and the whole attitude of man to human relationship, society and the 

universe _IS 

C. Edwin Black, a historian, defines modernization in a broader scope as 

'the process by which historically evolved institutions are adapted to the rapidly 

changing functions that reflect the precedented increase in man's knowledge 

permitting control over his environment that accompanied the scientific 

revolution'. 16 Further, Black is of the opinion that this process, which began in 

Western Europe spread to other societies, from the nineteenth century onwards 

resulting in extensive adaptation and change. While defining the term, Black 

gives its synonyms, 'Europeanization', 'Westernization', 'Industrialization', and 

'Innovation', which have also been used by R.I. Crane in his work on South Asia, 

A. Jha and M.N. Srinivas in their dealings on social change in modern India. 17 

These synonyms, often confused with the mother term (modernization), explain 
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in a general way the impact of the developed West, on the less developed 

societies. The worldwide diffusion of modem institutions from Western Europe, 

where they originated, to the rest of the world, is a central feature of the modem 

age, as suggested by Black. But 'Westernization', might not necessarily mean 

modernization. 18 The same applies to industrialization or innovation as well. 

Karl Deutsch, has summarised modernization as a total process of change and 

he postulates it as a necessary consequence of social mobilization. Deutsch has 

defined it as breaking away from old settings, habits, and commitments, and 

induction into new patterns of lifestyle. These processes of change render 

people's dispositions less traditional, less parochial and less apathetic. 19 

Social scientist W. W. Rostow has defined modernization in terms of 

economic development. "Economic development is defined with the 

mechanization of production and industrialization". 20 The simple operational 

definition specified simultaneously the aspirational continuum of economic 

development and the comparative measure of achievement levels along this 

continuum. In so doing, it focused the analysis of economic development and 

anchored the more comprehensive analysis of modernization as a societal 

process. Modernization, therefore is the process of social change in which 

development is the economic component. 21 However, due to continuous 

interaction between, economic and non-economic factors, efforts have been 

made to conceptualize modernization as a contemporary mode of social 

change that is both general in validity and global scope. 

An important feature in historical development is the interim period 

between one period of development to the other. This is the period of 

transition. B. F. Ryan writes that "except for tiny and extremely remote tribal 
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peoples, the tJ:aditional societies of yesterday are transitional societies today. 22 

He further suggests that to term a people 'transitional', is to say simply that a 

change in pace has occurred in orienting their society towards rationality and 

other aspects ofmodemization.23 Another social scientist, GeorgeS. Masannat 

opines that transitional societies are those which have one foot in modem society. 

Infact, a large segment of the population in transitional societies remains custom 

bound with parochial loyalties, while only a small segment, the educated few, is 

modern in its attitudes and outlook and its loyalties are national rather than 

parochial. The modernizing elites are not fully integrated into a new set of values 

and way of life patterned on modern lines. Social norms and customs remain 

deeply rooted in society and regulate 'most aspects of daily lifeY 

The quest for modernization is not an easy one; the traditional societies 

are faced with many dilemmas. There is the inevitable breakdown or 

disintegration of traditional norms and customs which pervade every level 

of society and every aspect of daily life. At the same time, there are the 

complex problems of disparities between the elites and the masses, the urban 

and the rural, the educated few and the illiterate many, the very rich and the 

very poor, and the unskilled many. Such disparities created instability, 

frustration, alienation of the masses from the power elites, as also the 

difficulties in accepting urban values and ways of life. 

The traditional and transitional societies differ in their response to 

modernization. As S.N. Eisenstadt writes, "The history of modem societies 
I 

is of course, full of cases of unsuccessful adoption, or lack of adoption, of 
1 

existing structures to new types of problems and organizations and of inability 

on the part of major institutions to incorporate even in a partial way the various I 
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changes and movements of protest that are inherent in the process of 

modernization". 25 The stress and strains of transition are many. 

A central feature of the transition process is the impact of the modernizing 

west on the less-modem societies. Black suggests that the juxtaposition of 

societies differing widely in degree of modernity cannot but exert a disruptive 

influence on less modern societies although the extent of disruption depends 

on the circumstances under which modernization is introduced. ~n any event, 

where the jet plane and the ox -cart exist side by side, the strains of modernization 

are immeasurably greater than where the development of the various aspects of 

a society have been more gradual and balanced. 

Modernization effects not only the domestic development of societies 

but also the relations among them. Power relationships are changed by 

strengthening the position of some at the expense of others. It has affected 

all individual societies, by the point in time by which modernization has been 

introduced and also by the influence of the modernizing west. This affect 

has at times proved beneficial, as the modem societies served as tutors to 

the other societies. In this respect imperialism may be regarded as a 

modernizing force. 26 

During the past century, South Asian peoples have been involved in 

an uneven fashion in the modernizing process. This can be attributed to a 

large measure to the western policy of colonizing the East. The colonial 

movement of the nineteenth century was the most important in magnitude, 

and most fraught with consequences. It has brought about the subjugation and, in 

some instances the disappearance of every people regarded as backward, archaic 
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or primitive. It has overturned the history of the peoples it subjugated, and 

imposed on subject peoples a new situation. These subject peoples, distributed 

throughout Asia, Africa and Oceania were designated as backward or pre-modem. 

Colonialism, as a phenomenon, imposed a certain type of evolution on 

subjugated populations.27 

Balandier, a historian examines colonialism with respect to the colonial 

power. In the historians view, colonialism shattered the isolation of the 

colonial peoples. He analyses the economic and administrative systems by 

which the colonial power implants itself in the colonial societies. The history 

of the colonized peoples thus developed as a result of foreign presence. 

An important feature of the colonial societies, was the transformation 

affected by the imposition of reforms. The economic and political framework 

lias been frequently revolutionized by exploiting economic resources and 

establishing colonial administrations. 'Economic exploitation is based on the 

seizure of political power - the characteristic features of colonialism. Thus, 

'colonial imperialism is merely one manifestation of economic imperialism'. 28 

In addition to economy, colonialism has affected - population transfers, 

transformation of traditional laws, questioning the ownership of resources, 

policies requiring certain levels of productivity, drawing attention to the fact 

that "colonialism was literally at times an act of social surgery" .29 

Broadly speaking, colonialism has involved the interplay of three closely 

interrelated forces - an historical association. The three closely associated 

factors are economic, governmental and missionary activities, and it is in terms 

of these factor that anthropologists have analysed 'social changes'. As stated 
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earlier, the economic aspects of colonialism have been given greater emphasis. 

The quest for raw materials by the colonial powers, for utilization in the home 

industrial complex, large scale exploitation, import - export trade, reduction of 

the colonial peoples to the role of peasants, labourers, and domestic, the 

difficulty of the native to rise economically and finally, the economic stagnation 

of the indigenous masses, are the characteristics of colonialism. 

The governmental and missionary activities have led to transformations 

among the indigenous peoples. Most significant are the cultural and social 

changes - like the destruction of the family system, emancipation of younger 

generations, establishment of monetary economy, threat to traditional 

hierarchies (wealth and rank no longer associated) and dislocation of 

traditional groupings. The most notable result of missionary activities, 

besides the spread of education is the 'de-tribalization' of the indigenous 

population. ~o 

A study of the modernizing process in the countries of South Asia, has 

led us to understand that modernization is synonymous with colonialism as 

referred to earlier. Economic changes and its consequences, changes in the 

political arena, demographic changes and related issues, changes in living 

and employment patterns, rapid urbanization, changes in family structure 

and kingship systems, changes in language, literary prose, communication 

networks, and in life-styles with accompanying change in values, 31 are changes 

resulting from the colonial impact, which historians have termed as 

modernization. 

Indian Scene: Of the South Asian peoples' experiencing changes as a result of 
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the colonial impact, the best is the Indian example. Transition as referred to by 

scholars causes a state of disequilibrium in the society, which is attributed to 

exogenous as well as endogenous factors. The changes are the result of some 

movement from within and some movement from without. Max Weber writes 

that 'Traditional societies had within them the seeds of modernity". The factors 

of change causation among others are the peaceful invasion and the conquest 

and domination by a foreign power. In India the advent of the colonial domination, 

and the introduction of the modem knowledge and modem socio-political 

institutions resulted in a transition towards modernization. 

India's old regime, particularly at the time it confronted British power 

and ideas in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, was diffused and 

decentralized, dominated by micro, rather than macro institutions. With the 

disintegration of the Moghul empire and the weakening of Indian regional and 

local rule by British policy and administration, the traditional society of villages, 

castes, and families had assumed a considerable measure of self regulation. 32 

Romila Thapar writes that "The 18th century saw the decay of empire at the 

political level and the more widespread break-up of social organizations at a 

basic level. Village economy became more localised, communities tended to 

develop into self-sufficient centres". 33 The strength and importance of micro

institution affected the capacity of the British rule to change Indian society. 

British Imperialism in India manufactured and induced change from outside 

and above in order to establish new values and some aspects of a modem economy 

and society. In 1853, Marx saw the coming of modernity in India in terms of the 

destruction of the objective conditions of tradition and their replacement by 

the objective conditions of modernity. Marx, in his 'Selected works' and the 
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'British rule in india', writes "England has broken down the entire framework 

of Indian society, without any symptoms of reconstruction yet appearing". 34 He 

further writes, "England has to fulfil a double mission in India : one destructive 

and the other regenerative ... the annihilation of the old Asiatic society, and the 

laying of the material foundations of western society in Asia". 35 The annihilation 

process was not yet complete, when the latter was begun through the imposition 

of political unity, education, navigation, and internal communication, creating 

private property in land, introducing irrigation by revitalizing agriculture and 

creating an exchange market. Thus the isolation was broken down. These 

impositions though indispensable to social advance destroyed the self-sufficient 

inertia, the village artisan ship and the hereditary divisions oflabour upon which 

the Indian society rests. But yet under the revolutionary impact of British 

imperialism, India has shown a strong propensity to transform and to move 

imperceptibly from traditional to modern. 

In India, Henry Cotton, in studying the transition has remarked that 

the change was artificial and forced from without. It is the product of the 

relationship between two civilizations at an unequal stage of development in 

immediate contact with one another. In India, the question was not one of progress 

only, it was a revolution pure and simple; the introduction of a complex 

machinery of Western civilisation into the simple society of the East. Under 

the influence of the various agencies of change, like education, communication 

etc., the old organisation slowly crumbled, and the Indian races entered upon a 

long career of transition preparatory to the establishment of a new order. 36 This 

inevitably led to a tussle between the native traditional culture and the modern 

institutions, demanding a whole lot of readjustments. 
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Regi1al Studies : Assam 

Most of the above mentioned studies explaining the transition from the 

medieval to modern period, based on the socio-economic study, reflected the 

conditions of northern India, as also Bengal and Bihar. 37 Such all India studies 
. 

were generalisations, without taking into consideration regional variations. As 

such regional studies taking into consideration regional peculiarities have their 

importance. This study is an attempt to study the transition process in Assam, 

the then eastern-most State oflndia. 

Assam's transformation from the medieval to the modern period is of 

historical impmiance, as the province had to live in self-imposed isolation till 

the advent of the British in 1826 A.D. Thus whatever changes occurred in Assam 

till 1826 were primarily endogenous and archaic in nature. The state was kept in 

isolation by the Ahom rulers to keep intact their political control over a region 

into which they themselves entered as foreigners. This isolation was also fostered 

by the geographical as well as climatic conditions of the region. 

Despite its hilly and swampy terrain and difficult communication, the 

region was never entirely cut off from the currents of historical process that 

shaped the subcontinent. Contacts at cultural level with the rest of the country 

continued. ~ 8 During the Ahom rule there had been relations with not only the 

states and tribes surrounding the immediate frontier, but also with the greatest 

of the Indian powers, the Moghuls. These relations are attributed to Assam's 

treatment of foreign demands for political and commercial concessions, as also 

to the mutual wishes to establish bonds of friendship and alliance, and to 

strengthen earlier relations. Desire for friendship was inspired by an overt object 
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or dictated by the requirements of neighbourliness. 39 Assam, thus, had political 

relations with Moghul India, including the Subah of Dacca, Thana ofRangamati, 

Coach Behar, Cachar, Jayantia, Khyrim, Bhutan, Manipur, Tripura, Nara, 

Mungkang, and the Duffias, Miris, N agas, Singphos and Mishmis and other hill 

tribes. 

The Ahom rulers often encouraged men from India to come and settle in 

Assam. Artisans, craftsmen, weavers, clerks, accountants, scholars, saints, both 

Hindus and Moslems were selectively admitted and occasionally brought by 

special arrangements, to meet the deficit of such men in Assam. And once in, 

they merged with the society, becoming subjects of the Ahom government. King 

Rudra Singha, the most cosmopolitan of the Ahom monarchs, created the classes 

of Bairagis and Khaunds, deputing them to visit important places of India, and 

note beneficent foreign customs with a view to their introduction in Assam. He 

welcomed Bengali priests, scholars and musicians to his court and sent them 

back with presents to spread his fame. 40 During his reign the royal palace at 

Rangpur, and also the Talatalghar, were constructed by engaging architects and 

masons from Bengal. 41 Rudra Singha also welcomed change in dress patterns, 

evident when he put on a cloak, turban and shoes and presented the same to the 

Dang arias. Thus, the beginnings of transition, although restricted began in the 

mid-eighteenth century. 

In the early part of the eighteenth century, Europeans began their trading 

operations with Assam. Salt and some other goods of European make entered 

Assam. The outbreak of the Moamaria uprising compelled Gaurinath Singha to 

appeal for British help. This resulted in the mission of Captain Welsh, who was 

not only instrumental in restoring peace and suppressing the uprisings, but also 
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aided the Raja in organising a force on the European model. Assam entered into 

a commercial arrangement in 1793,42 which provided better facilities for 

commercial relations between Assam and the Company's provinces, and also 

opened up Assam to the rest of the subcontinent. It was a break in her isolation. 

The beginning of a change became evident with the inflow of goods and inflow 

of money. Assam was gradually passing from one period to another. 

It was however, after 1826, that alto&ether a new wind of change began to 

have a radical impact on the society and economy of the province. The 

introduction of administrative and economic policies, not only made Assam a 

part of the colonial economy, but also gave birth to new forces which made an 

impact on the process of development. It led Assam to the threshold of the 

modem world. It was a period of transition in the province, with one foot in the 

medieval period and the other in the modem. The dilemmas of transition were 

many. In Assam, as in the rest of the continent, the change after 1826 were 

exogenous in nature. The interplay of the three forces of Government, economy 

and missionary, played an important role in the socio-economic changes in the 

provmce. 

Pioneering works, referring to the beginnings of a change in Assam 

culminated in Edward Gait's monumental work. 43 Though essentially a political 

narrative, he has devoted a substantial portion of his work to the medieval history 

of Assam (13th to the 19th century). Reference is made to the socio-economic 

and political structure of society in the Ahom state. Gait has also devoted the 

later portion of his work (Chapter XII to XVIII) to the beginnings of colonial 

rule and its impact on the province. The work, however, does not satisfy the 

present need of the study of Assam from the point of political, economy and 
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social history. Following Gait, a number of major works emerged that include 

other pioneering works by S.K. Bhuyan, who in addition to editing a number of 

Buranjis, also came up with a number of publications. The Buranjis, specially 

the Tungkhungia Buranji, Kashinath Tamuli Phukan's Assam Buranji, Satsari 

Assam Buranji, 44 throw important light on the medieval period, the later part of 

the Ahom rule and also the beginnings of the British rule in Assam. Other 

publications like the Early British Relations with Assam, Anglo-Assamese 

Relations, Studies in the Literature of Assam, Hamilton's Account of Assam, 
y 

are invaluable in their dealings of, the medieval period, as also the colonial rule 

in Assam. 

Work on the transition process in medieval Assam has been done by 

Amalendu Guha. Though written as research articles, his exhaustive works, 45 

have been compiled into a book Medieval and Early Colonial Assam: Society, 

Polity and Economy. These early works on the medieval period, exhibited the 

process of transition from tribal mode to feudalism and the trauma and crisis, 

which manifested itself in the Moamaria uprising, that the structure faced in 

this transition. Other works on the impact of colonisation in Assam, 46 exhibited 

the difficulties associated with the transition to a modem way oflife. The early 

years of British administration which saw the break-up of the old system were 

depicted as years of painful and difficult transition. In 'Colonization : The Second 

Phase', and a 'Big Push without a take off,47 he has analysed the impact of the 

economic policies of the colonial rulers on the agrarian society of Assam. 

Manorama Sarma, in her Social and Economic Change in Assam: Middle Class 

Hegemony, has shown the rise of the middle class, under the impact of colonial 

rule in Assam. 
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Another historian, H.K. Barpujari's contributions are worth mentioning. 

In his Assam in the Days of the Company (1826- 58), and the Political History 

of Assam, he has analysed the political administration of the British rule in India 

and the accompanying policies. Barpujari's works on the contribution of the 

American missionaries48 are invaluable. The three volumes on the Problem of 

the Hill Tribes North-east Frontier, deals with an important aspect of the 

consolidation of the British power in this part of their Empire. In his recently 

published and edited Comprehensive History of Assam (Five Volumes), he has 
.,-

given a detailed analysis of the political, economic and social changes associated 

with the British rule, also, the reactions of the people of the province to these 

changes. 

All the above works are based on separate studies of the medieval and the 

modem periods of the history of Assam. Some works have also dealt with the 

administrative, eco~o)l\.ic or socia.!Afevelopments of the British rule in Assam. 
" -.~ 

The study of the transition as a connecting link between one period and the 

other is important to the understanding of the historical development of the 

region. Attempts have been made in some of the earlier works to study transition 

in terms of Feudalism and Capitalism. Our study is based on different 

assumptions and interpretations. An attempt is made in this thesis to review 

this process of transition in Assam and the dilemmas, stress and strains faced 

by the society in transition. 

Objective and Plan of study 

The objective of the study is to examine the process of transition from the 

medieval to the modern period. The period of study is the 18th and the 19th 
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centuries, covering the last days of the Ahom rule, till about fifty years of the 

British rule in Assam. The analysis will be iB the light of the socio-economic 

changes, which follow the introduction of the colonial rule in Assam. 

In view of the above stated objective, we hypothesise, that as in the rest of 

India, the transition occurred in Assam endogenously as well as exogenously. 

Slow, but gradual changes had become apparent from the end of the Ahom rule, 

resulting in a break in her isolation and rigidity. The inflow of outsiders in the 
y 

form of traders, increase in the variety of goods, all can be attributed to the 

change. With the coming of the British, radical changes, occurred in Assam. 

These changes resulted under the impact of political administration, economic 

policies, improvements in communication and education. 

The problem will be studied as stated : 

y~he administrative changes introduced by the colonial rulers which 

led to the break-up of the earlier medieval structure are reviewed. 
"" 

~/ An examination of the socio-economic changes vis-a-vis 

modernisation that followed the colonial rule in the province . 

.. ...,}· An analysis of the impact of transition on the people, responses, 

readjustments and resistance to the transition process. 

2 2 NOV 2012 

The limitations of this work is obvious. The study covers the period, the 

18th and 19th centuries when changes from one period to the other becomes 

evident. Hence, the conclusions that are arrived at will have to take that time 

constraint into consideration. Lastly, the source materials used, the primary 

sources, and report and bulletins of the British officials and administrators, 
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have been mostly published. Moreover, the study being macro rather that micro, 

some details could not be handled and snapshots had to be substituted instead. 

Sources 

The study has been conducted within the norms of historical methodology. 

Historical sources like documents, records etc. have been consulted in the 

various libraries. The study does not involve any field investigation. The source 
........---.. .~ .. --~-

materials have been examined and analysed, evidences weighed and the 

conclusions arrived at after a proper utilisation and interpretation of relevant 

facts. 

In the course of research, materials both primary and secondary, published 

and unpublished are consulted. The primary sources for the study of the medieval 

period consisted of the Buranjis, most of them published by the Department of 

Historical and Antiquarian studies. The primary sources also comprised the 

contemporary records and documents such as Foreign, Political, Judicial and 

Revenue Consultations, and the Proceedings and miscellaneous records of the 

East India Company at theN ational Archives of India, New Delhi, West Bengal 

State Archives, Calcutta and Assam Secretariat Record room, Guwahati. 

Published documents, accounts and reports by contemporary British and 

European officials, administrators and traders, like Francis Hamilton, Johi1 

Butler, William Hunter, Jenkins, and others, have also been consulted in various 

libraries within and outside the State, notably chronologically ranging from the 

end of the eighteenth century to mid-nineteenth century, throw light on the 

administrative, socio-economic and cultural conditions of Assam. Judging by 

their intrinsic worth and authenticity, these have been regarded as of primary 
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importance and as original sources. Contemporary publications, chronicles, 

journals etc. like Arunudoy, Banhi, Mau, Jonaki, have been consulted. Secondaty 

works relating both to the medieval and modem period have been widely consulted 

after testing their authenticity and validity. National Library, Calcutta, Asiatic 

Society of Bengal, Jawaharlal Nehru Library, Teen Murti, New Delhi, D.H.A.S, 

Cotton College Library, S.K. Bhuyan Library, Gauhati University Library, Kamrup 

Anusandhan Samiti Library, District Library, and others within and outside the 

State have been used to study the various secondary sources. In addition, other 

contemporary and literary works ofGunabhiram Barna, Lakshminath Bezbarua, 

Hem Chandra Goswami, B.K. Barna and others, which throw ample light on the 

Assamese society of the period under review, have been used as secondary source 

materials . 
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