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CHAPTER-I 

INTRODUCTION 

It is a fact that modern research in the history of ancient India began only in 

the second half of the eighteenth century to serve the need of the British colonial 

administration. When Bengal and Bihar fell under the rule of the East India 

Company in 1765, they found it difficult to administer the Hindu law of 

inheritance. The initial effort to understand ancient laws and customs, which 

continued largely until the eighteenth century, culminated in the establishment in 

Calcutta of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, set up by a civil servant of the East India 

Company, Sir William Jones in 1784. 

The revolt of 1857 caused Britain to realize that they needed a deeper 

knowledge of the manners and social system of an alien people over whom she 

ruled. To meet these needs ancient scriptures were translated under the editorship 

of Max Mueller out of which Indian texts were predominant. In the introduction of 

these v~lumes and the books based on them Max MuelleF and other western 

scholars made certain generalizations about the nature of ancient Indian histmy 

and society. The British interpretations of Indian history served to denigrate the 

Indian character and achievements and justify colonial rule. The generalizations 

made by colonist historians were by and large either false or exaggerated, but 
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served as good propaganda material for the perpetuation of the despotic British 

rule. 

This naturally came as a great challenge to Indian scholars particularly to 

those who had received western education. A band of scholars took upon 

themselves not only the mission to reform Indian society but also to reconstruct 

ancient Indian history in such a way as to make a case for special reforms and, 

more importantly, for self government. In doing so, most historians were guided 

by the nationalist ideas of Hindu revivalism, but there was no dearth of scholars 

who adopted a rationalist and objective approach. Filled with legitimate national 

pride, a rising generation of Indian scholars sought to vindicate their national 

culture against the unfounded charges of European writers. Earlier there grew a 

tendency of generalizing about the subcontinent from the perspective of the 

Ganges valley. Due to the spread of nationalism in the various states, there was 

increased interest in regional history. Early attempts at regional history were 

motivated primarily to locate new source material. In the Indian context it may be 

said that regional histories have singular importance and serve as a corrective 

measure in respect of the generalization given during colonial and post colonial 

period. 

India is a vast country with diversity. In such a large country the history 

written on nationalistic outlook cannot represent all equally. As a result a valuable 

approach to study history develops from nationalist historiography, which is 

termed as regional or local history. The result of this studies filled many missing 
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information in historical knowledge and acted as a corrective to some of the earlier 

accepted information on national history. The growth of interest in regional history 

develops the idea of establishing regional historical research societies in various 

parts of India under the inspiration of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti or Assam Research Society is a 

regional historical research society established in 1912 with the aim of 

undertaking research into history, archaeology, ethnography and allied subjects to 

investigate the ancient history of Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa, i.e. ancient Assam. The 

present Assam valley or Brahmaputra valley became the centre of political 

activities and civilization of Assam right from the early period. The region 

possesses a rich ancient heritage dating back to the epic age when it was referred 

to as Pragjyotisa with its capital at Pragjyotisapura, the present city of Guwahati. 

Historical materials on which a reliable framework of the history of this region can 

be reconstructed, but unfortunately the outcome of such endeavour is extremely 

meager till date. However, for the prehistoric period we have to depend mainly on 

some neolithic and megalithic findings. Again for the historical period we have 

only a few local epigraphs and isolated literary documents, historical or otherwise. 

Besides, there are some legendary accounts and myths though varied, confusing 

and doubtful in their historical authenticity to make a sound history of this ancient 

land. Scholars have individually attempted to throw some light on the ancient 

history of Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa with the findings of the epigraphic investigation 

and study. Some of these writings are confined in the journals, which require 
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further study as major works are written in the local language. Furthermore the 

initiative for meaningful research was not up to mark and this tendency had 

practically made this region unknown to the outer world despite its rich heritage 

and cultural tradition. The colonial government for the sake of their administration 

took initiative for collection and preservation of ancient manuscripts and 

decipherment of the inscriptions discovered in this region. The establishment of 

the Department of Ethnography in 1894 was a positive step in this direction. The 

sources of the pre Ahom period of the history of Assam are scattered and scanty. 

Even then we have at our disposal some epigraphic sources, which need to be 

verified with the textual materials for a dependable history. Thus we have a 

chronology of the rulers of Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa from fourth to thirteenth 

century. The period before fourth century is supported by legendary accounts on 

ancient Kamarupa, which require further scrutiny in order to produce a scientific 

base of historical research on Assam and her neighbouring states. For example, 

with the advent of the Ahom and their settlement in Assam, they adopted 

Assamese as their working language, which did not change though there were 

series of foreign invasions during their reign of six hundred years. The court 

historians and other nobles compiled the Buran} is which, in many ways, 

were biased and concocted for obvious reasons. The Satras, the centre of 

Vaishnava culture and religion, also preserved their historical accounts 

systematically and regularly. These chronicles are not only numerous but varied in 

character. But they have not been fully explored and investigated. Most of the 



5 

Buranjis are handwritten and under private possession. As a result of natural 

calamities like flood, fire, earthquake and wars, many of them have been 

completely damaged. Assam is the homeland of various tribes who live in isolated 

hilly areas. During the pre Ahom and even in pre-colonial periods, we have no 

historical records of these tribes as they had no knowledge of Sanskrit or 

Assamese language. However, they have their rich tradition and culture from time 

immemorial. There may be a serious study as to present a comprehensive history 

of the region. During the colonial period the British scholar administrators made 

extensive studies of various tribes being produced in monograph forms but these 

are not sufficient for a complete view about the numerous tribal communities of 

the region. 

But it is a fact that in spite of various constraints and limitations, the 

European scholars opened a new chapter of historical investigation and research 

on Assam. Though their basic purpose was for colonial interest but one cannot 

ignore the inspiration that enlightened and inspired the local intellectuals and 

scholars to realize the necessity of historical research of the region. They also 

realized the importance of the sources for the reconstruction of the history of 

ancient Assam. 

From Yogini Tantra it is known that the land of ancient Kamarupa was 

extended from Nepal in the north to the confluence of Brahmaputra in the South 

and from Karotoya in the West to the Dikshu in the east. It reveals that 

Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa included not only the whole of Assam but also a 
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substantial part of North and East Bengal (present Bangladesh) and the hill tracts 

up to the border of China. However it appears while some parts of the region 

interacted politically with one another more often than the kingdoms lying outside 

the eastern part of the territory is more closely connected with Bengal than with 

rest of the country. Prior to the establishment of the institutions of higher 

education in Assam the aspirants used to go for study in Bengal. From the days of 

King Rudra Singha (1696-1714 A.D.) the Brahmins were sent to nearby Bengal 

for studying Sanskrit. He personally adopted the Bengal culture, dress etc., asked 

his nobles to welcome it and invited scholars from Bengal to settle in Assam. Thus 

the Assamese scholars had a close contact with Bengali literature, its history and 

culture. After the annexation of Assam in to British administration more Bengali 

people came to Assam for job and settled here. Still the people of Bengal were not 

acquainted with the ancient history of Assam and more particularly the people of 

North and East Bengal had a desire to know about the history of ancient 

Kamarupa as it was extended up to these territories. Therefore when the Varendra 

Research Society was established in 1910 at Rajshahi, the scholars of Assam and 

• 
North Bengal felt the necessity to establish a research society in the model of 

V arendra Research Society. The decision was taken at the conference of the 

Uttarbanga Sahitya Sanmelan held at Kamakhya in April, 1912. Thus the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was established on 7th April, 1912. The Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Sarniti, which having collected quite a good number of antiquities, 

such as old manuscripts, copper plates, sculptures, coins and other historical relics 
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conceived the idea of establishing a museum which now stands as a symbol of 

Indian heritage with a rich collection of antiquities and art objects. The immediate 

contribution of the Samiti was the establishment of the Assam State Museum and 

the University of Gauhati. The pioneer institution of indological and historical 

research had inspired to grow similar institutions of high reputation engaged in the 

field of research. 

The present study is intended to show how the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti proved to be a centre of learning inviting various scholars with a 

commitment to promote research and disseminating knowledge on matters relating 

to history, archaeology, ethnography, language and literature and allied subjects 

with emphasis on history and heritage of the area. The foundation of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti evoked an unprecedented enthusiasm and genuine 

interest among the men of letters, so much so that many eminent literary figures of 

the time enrolled themselves as members of the Samiti. Besides receiving 

patronage of highly placed Government officers with an antiquarian bent of mind 

it attracted the leaders of all antiquarian societies of Eastern India of the time. 

Thus it had increased the prestige of the Samiti and in no time it got the status of a 

national institution. The event practically marked the beginning of indological 

research in this region and investigation in to Assam's ancient past and in course 

of time the institution secured official patronage from December18, 1915. These 

issues are not only important but also deserve attention to construct a history of 

this institution. 
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From its inception the Samiti faced financial hardship. Therefore it did not 

launch any programme independently which would require a good deal of 

organization and money, but to do as much work as could be done with the help it 

could expect from the government and the patrons, and be undertaken by its 

individual members. In spite of its financial hardship the academic programmes of 

the Samiti did not stop. The research activities of the individual members of the 

Samiti were published in the Assamese journals of the time namely the Bahi, 

Chetana, Milan, Awahan, Asam Bandhu and other local journals like Asam 

Bandhav and more than fifty research articles came out in the pages of these 

journals. The Samiti brought out its first issue of the journal ( Journal of the 

Assam Research Society) in 1933. From that time onwards it kept on publishing 

research activities regularly; of course there were occasional lapses. It not only 

kept its academic programmes active but also inspired establishment of other 

research centre to boost academic pursuits. The outstanding result was, no doubt, 

the establishment of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in June, 

1928 and the Department of Archaeology, which later on merged with the Director 

of Museum (i.e. Assam State Museum). By dint of its activities and achievements 

over the decades the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti has a legitimate claim to be 

reckoned with as one of the reputed research and academic cenre of Assam vis-a

vis India. 

Scholars of Assam and beyond have so far made valuable contributions to 

the history of Assam and their investigations have opened many dimensions of 
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modem research on Assam. But so far no attempt has been made to write a 

comprehensive history of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, which ever stands as 

an institution of excellence in terms of highlighting many aspects of Assamese 

history and culture. Numerous books and journals of the Assam Research Society, 

have thrown light on various aspects of the history and people of the region. The 

importance of most of the issues lies in the fact that each of them provides many 

unknown information on the history and heritage of Kamarupa, vis-a-vis of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. It is surprising while the Samiti is about to touch 

its centenary year and also had the opportunities to celebrate Diamond 

Jubilee(1973) and Platinum Jubilee in 1993, there is no attention of the scholars to 

present a chronological or dependable history of the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti. 

In fact, in our disposal there are Centenary volume of Cotton College, 

Guwahati, Centenary volume of Presidency College, Calcutta or the Cloister's 

Pale, A Biography of the University of Bombay where remarkable steps are found 

to have been taken to studying the institution of higher learning. As a result, over 

the years, we have enriched our knowledge with the publications of (a) The 

History of the University of Dacca by M.A. Rahim, (b) The History of Aligarh 

Muslim University Vol.I, by K.A. Nizami (c) Aligarh Muslim University Perfect 

Past and Precarious Present by Anil Mabes & Wari, (d) A History of Hooghly 

Mohsin College (ed) Dr. Basanta Kumar Samanta ,(e) Hundred Years History of 

Cotton College, 1901-2001 by U. Bharali, to name a few in our disposal. 
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Keeping in mind the above trends of research and studies and also the 

importance of the institution a humble attempt has been made to fill up the gap 

and present a complete history of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti based on the 

source materials so far not touched or undertaken for study. 

The present study has been taken up with the following chapters. 

The first chapter is 'Trends in the regional historical research in colonial 

India'. It deals with how a trend has been developed in India during the nineteenth 

century. What prompted the Europeans to study about India's past and how they 

could inspire the Indians for investigating in to the history of India? The Indian 

scholars could interpret the view of the Europeans and therefore they made an 

extensive search on the historical sources to establish that the Indians are the 

inheritors of the great civilizations. It was partially due to the reawakening or 

regeneration, which ultimately generated nationalistic feelings and inspired to 

explore the heritage of Indian tradition. The nationalistic outlook further 

developed regional importance and throughout India region wise historical 

research societies were established in order to undertake studies in micro level and 

to prepare a history of the nation. The inspiration provided by the Asiatic Society 

of Bengal for the encouragement of the indo logical studies may also be noted here 

because the urge for a regional centre in Assam itself was largely due to a direct 

inspiration from such a glamorous institution patronized and organized mainly by 

some British intellectuals. 
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The second chapter titled- 'The idea and ongm of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti' deals with the background that a research society in Assam 

was established in 1912.The initiative taken by the colonial government, the role 

of the local scholars and those from outside and intellectuals and the opportunity 

for foundation of such an institution during the first decade of the twentieth 

century when hardly there were few educated person in Assam with higher 

education. 

'Organization: Growth and development' of the Samiti has been placed 

under the third chapter with three sub sections to have detail information. 

Section I deals with the establishment of the Samiti, in which attempt has 

been made to show how the institution was established with limited members .. 

The formation of the first Executive Committee and enrolment of ordinary 

members, seeking patronage from government officials and inclusion of honorary 

members for providing guidance to the activities of the Samiti . 

Section II deals with the framing of the rules, prospectus and constitution of 

the Sarniti. The rules framed served as the guidelines for the proper functioning of 

the Sarniti.. The rules approved by the General Body served as the constitution in 

which various clauses were included. However before framing the rules a 

prospectus of the Samiti was published by the Secretary of the Executive 

committee to create public awareness about the functioning of the institution and 

seeking public cooperation on the mission. The rules adopted in 1916 were 

amended in 1983 with some new addition and adopted as the constitution of the 
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Samiti. Most of the rules and articles of the constitution bear same meaning except 

the new addition. 

Section III deals with decentralization of powers and functions of the 

Samiti. This section is divided in to three sub heads: a) deals with membership

the eligibility criteria to be a member, category of members, the privileges and 

forfeiture of membership, the rate of contributions etc. b) deals with fund 

procurement for various activities related to research work. The government grants 

and the contributions of the members were the sources of income. That was not 

enough to carry out the various activities of the Samiti relating to research 

activities and to improve the condition c) deals with patronage of the common 

people and the government. The patronage of the common people and the 

government helped the Samiti to grow from a regional institution to a national one. 

The liberal grants of the government were the only recurring income on which the 

Samiti' s survival depended. 

The member of the Samiti wrote innumerable articles on the antiquities of 

Assam. However there was a want of landed aristocracy to come forward with 

liberal donation. 

Fourth chapter is titled 'Activities and Constraints' of the Samiti. The 

nature of the activities of the Samiti needs good organization with sound financial 

background. The Samiti developed many innovative ideas, but the crunch of fund 

hit it.. The financial crisis made the activities of the Samiti defunct at a later 

period. The growth of similar institution at a later period under the patronage of 
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the government may be a tentative cause of lacking interest among the public and 

the government 

Fifth chapter titled 'Samiti at its climax' has been divided in to four sub 

chapters for an in-depth analysis relating to each aspect. 

i) The administrative set up of the Samiti from its inception till our 

period of study has been discussed based on the available data. The 

Executive Committee of the Samiti functioning as the governing 

body of the institution remained unchanged till our period of study. 

ii) The academic pursuits of the Samiti are related to the research in 

history, archaeology, ethnography and cultural aspects of ancient 

Kamarupa and its adjoining areas. The members of the samiti also 

brought out some valuable publications through other government 

agency. The Samiti took the following steps to enhance the academic 

activities relating to research- a) Research publications. b) 

Collections of antiquities. c) Publications of books. d) Exploration of 

historical sites for collection of relics. e) Library services. f) 

Seminars, lectures. 

iii) The Samiti also provides much information to fill up the gap on the 

national history through a micro level study. The Museum 

established by the Samiti stands today as the symbol of Indian 

heritage. The activities and efforts of the Samiti were able to reckon 

as a national institution 
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iv) The Samiti is the path maker of the allied institutions engaged in the 

field of research. It also earns a fair reputation as a pioneer academic 

institution. It was established with the aim of conducting research in 

to the antiquities of Assam for the reconstruction of the ancient 

history of Assam. It is the credit of the Samiti, which creates an 

environment for the organized research movement in Assam and 

continuing till date in spite of its various limitations 

The Chapter-VI, titled - 'The Manifest Destiny- Samiti under strain' deals 

with the present, past and future of the institution. In the long run of its existence 

the Samiti has passed the stages of being the sole institution engaged in the field of 

historical research, then a pioneer institution and presently to an abandoned one. 

The patronage of public and the government positioned it as a front rank voluntary 

organization in India and it is the only oldest surviving institution of this kind in 

the North East. In spite of the hardship faced by the Samiti the missionary zeal of 

the members and well-wishers has kept the light burning. 

The Chapter-VII, is the conclusion part of the dissertation and it is simply 

the observation of the work and the gaps, if any, that may creep up in course of the 

investigation. 
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Trends in the Regional Historical Research in Colonial India 

History (the study of man and his wonderful development through 

the successive ages) can be said to have originated with man himself 1
• The 

old trend of history for generalization 2 on the basis of scanty information of 

any region has totally changed new. Apart from national history the focus is 

on region 3
. The Oxford Dictionary 4 defines region as a continuous part of 

a surface, space or body; an administrative division of a country. History 

means investigation. If one combines these two words to understand as a 

concept then the meaning changes altogether. Regional history can mean 

investigation of a region or investigation of the administrative division of a 

country 5
. Both history as well as region does many factors to form their 

own identity. This means region constitutes the geography, natural elements 

and the demography, but also the society and its relation with the 

environment. The interaction thus forms socio economic and political 

identities. These identities broadly called cultural units. The World has 

witnessed from times immemorial the existence of such cultural units, their 

interaction with one another and also the quest for keeping up their 

identities and offering requires responses to all challenges. Regional history 

is thus an important instrument by which it will always be possible for the 

man to measure the progress made by mankind 6
• From the broadest sense 

history of a region is not fundamentally different from that of its contiguous 

region and not altogether unrelated to the history of a country of which it is 
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a part. Regional history presents in the perspective of national history and 

merges in its main currents with methodical vigours and interprets 

refreshingly in an integrated fusion enables people to see unity in diversity, 

their affinity with the people of other regions and inspire them to work 

together with emotional attachment for common betterment which they feel 

their own 7
• 

Local or micro history is another area, which is attracting a large 

number of historians. It deals with in-depth study of a locality, a village, a 

small town, a district or any culturally autonomous region. It provides a 

manageable geographical framework approximated the idea of total history 

by the study of its parts, illuminates the processes of wider social change of 

the people and registers responses of reaction of the masses to the politics, 

program and practices of the central Government of the social economic 

and political super structure8
. A deep and intimate study of the ancient 

Indian culture shows its variegated pattern. Different historical and 

geographical region, while maintaining the fundamental unity of Indian 

culture exhibit certain characteristic development. The study of cultural 

· heritage of the various regions of Indian helps us to have a closer 

understanding and varying intensity of the forces at work in different parts 

of the country indifferent periods. The justification of study of regional 

histories lies mainly in serving as an aid to the understanding of the 

comprehensive history of the ancient land in all its fullness; in its 

achievements and failures through ages 9
. The interpretation of Indian 
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history through provincial history on the analogy of the interpretation of 

world history through national history. In England provinciaVregional 

history is being taught as a parallel or subsidiary study on the lines of the 

study of local history side by side with national history. Local history does 

not necessarily mean the history of the town or the village. It comprises the 

history of the neighborhood with which the individual is familiar or can be 

made familiar. Even state or region has its own series of important events to 

record as its history. During nineteenth century the advance of the physical 

sciences with their scientific methods of investigation brought a new critical 

attitude to the study of history 10
. 

It is likely that the early British and European historians nurtured the 

Indian historical research in the nineteenth century. But the interest of the 

Pax Britanica was an antithesis to the growth of the regional history or the 

history of the people in different areas of India. It was but natural for the 

imperialist historians to develop these aspects of Indian historical studies, 

which would contribute to the interest of the English in India. As Indian 

history was approached from the standpoint of ruling authority the entire 

sub continent was taken as one unit or entity, vis-a-vis the center of power. 

Hence the emphasis on macro works, and the history of the regions 

remained a far cry 11
• By and large the emphasis was on macro history of 

India and mainly the problem and policies of the British in India were 

evaluated in the light of Indian response. Macro histories had their own 

utility no doubt, but they presented mostly one side at the picture. However 

-
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towards the end of the nineteenth century a team of older generation of 

Indian historians in different parts of India took their que from their British 

counterparts and developed the study further. A new trend to study Indian 

history from a regional angle began to blow since the beginning of the 

twentieth century. The early writers could lndianise Indian History to some 

extent but a qualitative change came only, after Indian Independence. 

Emergence of the regional history in India is a fortunate development in the 

growth of modern Indian historiography. It was partly a conscious effort of 

the farsighted scholars and partly a natural development since Independence 

when the researchers of Indian history were getting fed up with the legacies 

of British Indian Historiography. A macro history can touch only one 

surface; but for an intimate knowledge about the people of any area one is 

expected to look to regional history in its proper form 12
• Thus identifying 

their various parts in terms of region as a unit of historical research is not as 

easy as it might seem. Before understanding research in the history of an 

area taken to be a distinct region it is essential to satisfy ourselves whether 

it contains all or most of the elements that tend to shape to the making of a 

region. 

When the Indians first began to learn English, little was known to 

their ancient past, and even they were indifferent as to the importance of 

comprehensive of India written by James Mill 13
• Interestingly, James Mills 

wants to see the same situation what the Englishmen found themselves in 

. h h 14 etg teent century Europe .The very poor knowledge that the Indian 
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themselves possessed about their own past history is shown by the history 

of the Hindu kings written by Mritunjay Vidyalankar, a Pandit of the Fort 

William College in Calcutta in the year 1808. The work of the early oriental 

scholars like Sir William Jones, Prinsep Bothlink, and other Europeans had 

not reached or impressed the general public. But the regular archaeological 

explorations and excavations commencing in 1861 A.D. under the personal 

supervision of Alexandar Cunningham 15 and the writings of Max 

Mueller16
, H.H.Wilson 17

, Ferguson 18
, Rajendra Lal Mitra 19 and others in a 

more popular form brought home to the educated Indians a very vivid 

picture of the past glory and greatness of ancient India which placed her on 

the same pedestal with Greece and Rome. This inspired the Hindus 20 with a 

sense of their rich heritage of the past and the role they played as a great in 

the history of the world. The views promulgated by European scholars that 

the fore fathers of the Hindus belonged to the same group of human society 

from which sprang all the nations of Europe who earned fame in ancient 

and modem times 21
• 

During the colonial administration in India, the British enlightened 

officers in the midst of their multifarious duties both civil and military, 

explored ancient sites and after searching enquiries left invaluable accounts 

of our past heritage. The influence behind the officials of the company as 

David Kopf has shown with deep insight that the company's servant, the 

more elite among them come from the intellectual-cultural milieu of the 

eighteenth century European Enlightment, a fact which goes far to explain 
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the phenomenal orientalist rediscovery of the Hindu Classical age 22
• Apart 

from personal love and wisdom there were at least two references to which 

the recovery of Indian forgotten past owed its impulses. The first was the 

company's official needed to know the language and culture of the people 

committed to their responsibility. Linguistic proficiency was the key to 

advancement in the company's service, the young indologist 23 got a patron 

in the Governor General himself 24
• Urging on the junior officers of the 

colonial Government to take active part on ethnographic research Sir 

Edward Gait has made an appeal as: 

"I would specially urge junior officers of my own service to take an 

active part in Ethnographic research. No civilian can be a really 

successful officer unless he understands the habits and mentality of 

the people of his district, and nothing will tend to such an 

understanding more than sustained enquiries regarding their 

language, manners, customs, rites and superstitions. Such enquiries 

moreover bring their own reward, for they give an added interest to 

official tours and develop one's power of observation and mental 

alertness" 25
• 

When the British imperialism extended their sphere of authority to 

different parts of the Indian sub continent, they encountered myriad 

communities that were at various economic and cultural levels ranging from 

the 'most primitive' hunters gathers to highly stratified cast based societies 

engaged in primary and secondary production or its organization. During 
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the early colonial period the educated Indian retained their traditional 

history in the form of handwritten epics, Puranas, and semi-biographical 

works. Modem research in the history of India began only in the second 

half of the eighteenth century to serve the needs of the British colonial 

administration 26
. Bengal and Bihar fell under the rule of the East India 

company in 1765. The East India Company officials found it difficult to 

administer the Hindu Law of inheritance. Therefore in 1776 the Manu 

Smriti (The Law Book of Manu) which was authoritative, was translated in 

to English. Pandits were associated with the British judges to administer 

Hindu Civil laws and Maulavis to administer that of Muslims. The initial 

efforts to understand ancient laws and customs, which continued largely 

until the eighteenth century, culminated in the establishment in Calcutta in 

1784 of the Asiatic Society of Bengal by a civil servant of the east India 

Company, Sir William Jones 27
. He emphasis zed that originally the 

European languages were very similar to Sanskrit and the Iranian Language. 

This enthused European countries such as Germany, france and Russia to 

foster Indo1ogica1 Studies 28.The greatest impetus to indological studies was 

given by the German born scholar F. Max Mueller who had mostly passed 

his life in England. The revolt of 1857 made Britain to realize that it badly 

needed a deeper knowledge of the manners and social system of an alien 

people they ruled over. The Christian Missionaries also sought to uncover 

the vulnerabilities in the Hindu religion to win converts and strengthen the 

British Empire. To meet this need ancient scriptures were translated on a 
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massive scale under the editorship of Max Muller. To meet these needs 

ancient Indian Iranian and Chinese texts were translated which numbered 

altogether fifty. Among these the Indian texts were predominant. In the 

introduction to these volumes and books based on them Max Muller and 

other western scholars made some generalizations about the nature of 

ancient Indian History and society. Vincent Arthur Smith 29
, who wrote in 

1904, the first systematic history of ancient India, made many of these 

generalizations in the Early History of India. 

The colonial government constructed the histories of the colonies 

based on the available sources and interpreted the evidence to suit colonial 

rule. The most common generalization in their writings pertained to the 

depiction of the societies of the colonized world as essentially backward 

and stagnant before the advent of the colonized rule and the resultant 

introduction of modern elements of material life, law and order- among the 

other things- to change those societies for the better 30.As a whole British 

interpretations of Indian history served to denigrate the Indian character and 

achievement and justify colonial rule. The ideas behind such generalizations 

were to establish the fact that Indians were incapable of governing 

themselves 
31

• Naturally it was a great challenge to the Indian scholars 

particularly who had received western education. They were upset by the 

colonialist distortions of their past history and at the same time distressed 

by the contrast between the decaying feudal society of India and that of the 

progressive capitalists of Britain. An urge began to develop among the 
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educated Indians to make India more Indian than British. This class did not 

want western civilization to displace their own as Macaulay 32 that the 

missionaries had wanted. The task that the first generation of modern Indian 

historians had to perform was to defend their culture and civilization against 

the notions of British towards India and the Indians. In doing so most 

historians were guided by the nationalist ideas of Hindu revivalism, but 

there were no dearth of scholars who adopted a rationalist and objective 

approach. To the second category belongs Rajendra Lal Mitra who 

published some Vedic texts and wrote a book entitled Indo Aryan. In 

Maharashtra R.G Bhandarkar 33 and V.K. Rajwade 34 emerged as two great

dedicated scholars who pieced together varied sources to reconstruct the 

social and political history of India. R.G. Bhandarkar too reconstructed the 

political history of the Satavahanas of the Deccan and the history of 

Vaishnavism and other sects. 

Thus it may be noted that the initial interest for regional history in 

India grew up with a nationalist viewpoint. It was also motivated to some 

extent by a search for new source materials, a search which resulted in the 

exploration and study of the source materials in the form of epigraphy, 

numismatics, historical and religious literature, archival records and even 

family papers- all of which added to the body of information available on 

the history of many regions of the sub continent 35.The historical interest in 

the regions such as South India, Bengal and Maharastra not only opened a 

new era of historical research but also proved to be an incentive to look at 
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the regional history in various dimensions. The spirit of nationalism in 

various states boosted up the interest of regional history and the historians 

of the respective region had their positive response in this regard .. In 

contemporary historical writing, there is a tendency of equating the present 

state boundary as boundary of the region holding it viable for all period of 

history, Secondly certain theories current in earlier historical writings are 

believed to be almost automatic are endorsed even for regional history. 

Thirdly there is a search for a golden age, though it always remained 

subjective. Research in regional history, debates on historical assumptions 

at national level for an analysis of the historical pattern of the region to 

discover its intrinsic value, i.e. 'India for ourselves'. It tried to release these 

patterns to the generalizations of Indian History, which helped the 

generalizations to be made at wider level. 

Keeping in mind the perception the statement of Romila Thapar may 

be cited here. She says- we should care to know at what point of time the 

region got its identity as a region and is having a history. Then we should 

consider the geographical boundary of the region. We have to notice also 

when the larger frontiers coincides and sub regions starts interaction and 

relationship with each other which form a major part of historical research. 

We need to deeply deliberate over the data available to us to study the 

prosperity, migrations, invasions, trade routes, technology and religion 

affecting the importance or decay of a region36
• She has also given 

examples about the history of Maharashtra which is equated with the rise 
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of the Maratha kingdom and also Rajasthan which is related with the with 

the emergence of Mewar and Marawar. 37 These are however, not isolated 

phenomenon of Indian history related a historical matrix embodied as limits 

of Indian national history. In this respect Romila Thapar further reasons that 

a valuable offshoot of nationalist historiography was a growth of interest in 

regional and local history38
. This in turn led to the discovery of new source 

materials in local history repositories and to greater archaeological work in 

the region. The result of such studies filled many lacunae in historical 

knowledge and acted as a corrective to some of the earlier generalizations. 

Evidence of regional variations in the cultural pattern led to recognition that 

it was unwise and unhistorical to generalize about the entire Indian 

subcontinent on the basis of the Ganges heartland. Histories of smaller 

geographical areas such as Bengal and Maharasthtra became common. 

Nilkanta Sastri' s 39 works have brought the history of south India in to 

national perspectives. 

Regional history can thus be taken as a smaller part of National 

history, which is also a smaller slice of the World history. In spite of the 

fact that such a study of regional history may be desirable and useful it is 

more likely to prove harmful 40
. Whichever way on is to make a cut or 

division one have to remember that it is a cut that one is dealing with a part 

of an organic whole which has no separate existence in reality. India 

presents a special problem in the matter of grading history. She is a world in 

herself 
41

. Her provinces are as big as some European countries. Many of 
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them have their own history that is partly provincial and partly Indian in 

character. It will be very much difficult to adjust of Indian history and the 

provincial histories of say Maharashtra, Gujrat, Karnataka, Bengal and 

Assam. 

Various schools have investigated Indian History viz. Imperialist, 

Nationalist, Marxist, Subaltern and so on. In their conventional form of 

interpretation all these schools have tried to interrogate and investigate 

historical documents from different perspectives and the regional history 

has also been focused according to their respective style and ideology. The 

painstaking efforts of these schools have produced political, economic, 

social, cultural and many other dimensions of the regional aspect. In other 

words these schools have contributed indirectly to the development of 

regional histories and their importance in India. Early attempt at regional 

history were motivated primarily to locate new materials. This search has 

resulted in an abundance of sources, archaeological, epigraphic, historical 

and religious literatures, archival records and family papers all of which 

have added to the body of information available on the history of many 

regions of the sub continent 42
• During the time of the growth and spread of 

nationalism in India national leaders as well as other professional and non 

professional historians took interest in local incidents and tried to link up 

the current that prevailed between the regional and national issues of the 

then India. These incidents sometime had brought them to the mainstream 

politics and also legitimized their aspirations to acquaint an identity with 
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the past. If we look back upon the status of historiography before the 

nineteenth century we find three different channels of communications for 

the expression of historical interest. There was instruction in history at the 

Universities, usually in a subordinated auxiliary form, there were great 

resoorch enterprises producing publications of source materials, and there 

were historical literatures composed by litterateurs cum statesman 43
. 

Discovery of the past is a salient feature of Indian Renaissance 44
, 

which is also, described by some historian as reawakening or regeneration 

of the Indian society. The archaeological excavations and researches of both 

Europeans and Indians revealed India's glorious past and created national 

consciousness in the minds of the Indians. The revived interest in ancient 

learning heightened esteem for pagan culture in all its phases and the result 

was an unparallel and many and many many-sided development of art 

architecture, sculpture, music, painting and engraving. During the colonial 

administration in India under the patronage of the government the officials 

took interest in recovering the ancient sites and archaeological evidences. 

Many individuals, who contributed enormously, included James Ferguson 

who carried out extensive surveys of the rock cut monuments in India 

discovering the Dhauli rock edict and his surveys in Gaya and Sarnnath. 

Edward Thomas in the field of numismatics, Cunningham who help Prinsep 

in the investigations on the Indo Greek and Indo Sythic dynasties and also 

explored Stupas in Bhilsa etc. Walter Elliot who followed the work of 

Collin Mackenzie and copied nearly 595 inscriptions from Dharwar, Sonda 
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and North Mysore also reconstructed dynasties through com; Colonel 

Meadows Taylor who carried out extensive surveys on the megalithic 

monuments of south India. Dr. Stevenson and Dr. Bhau Dain carried out 

surveys on the megalithic monuments of south India.. These bands of 

scholar administrators had to labor under various disadvantages. That was a 

time when communication and means of conveyance was still in the 

medieval stage, when printed books on indological studies were very rare, 

the science of photography was quite underdeveloped and archaeological 

sciences like epigraphy, numismatics, iconography and architecture were in 

their infancy 45
. 

While others were thinking in terms of individual study and research, 

Sir William Jones was the first man to think in terms of a permanent 

institution for oriental studies and researches on a grand scale in this 

country. With this dream the Asiatic Society was established on the 15th 

January 1784. He worked with a dream and visualized as a center for Asian 

Studies including almost ever~ing concerning human society and ecology 

that governs the life condition of men. He felt, to quote in his own language 

"that in the fluctuating, imperfect and cemented erudition of life, such 

enquiries and improvements could only be made by the united efforts many 

who are not easily brought without some pressing inducements and strong 

impulse to converge in a common form"46
• In the term of the original 

resolution, the object of the society was "enquiry in to the history and 

antiquities arts, science and literatures of Asia" 47
• The bounds of 
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investigations will be the geographical limits of Asia, and within these 

limits its enquiries will be extended to whatever is performed by men or 

produced by nature" and this sentence is serving as the motto of the society 

48
. Following the objective of the Asiatic Society of Bengal and being 

inspired by its activities a number of voluntary institutions of antiquarian 

grew up in different parts of India for investigating in to the study of 

regional or local Histor/9
. The primary aims of these academic societies 

were mainly to discover the history, heritage arid culture of the 

region/locality and for dissemination of those findings through publications. 

At the same time it provided opportunities for the antiquarians to find out 

new sources for extension of their area of research. Generally the researches 

are carried out under the auspices of the universities but the number of 

Universities in India till the last decade of the nineteenth century was very 

less which could not cater the needs. A new awakening marked the close of 

the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth. It may be viewed 

as a part of the great national awakening throughout India which had found 

expression in the formation of national level organization like Indian 

National Congress in 1885 under the inspiration of a British official 50.Each 

region or state, or state having a rich cultural heritage tried to give an 

exposure of its glorious past. However this attempt was restricted within the 

locality due to absence of well-accepted and popular national language. 

Therefore the outlook of the national history differs from that of regional 

history. If one has to choose one single factor, which helped more than 
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others in bringing about the great transformation in India in the nineteenth 

century, one can without any hesitation point out to the introduction of 

English language 51
• The introduction of English education in the nineteenth 

century broke the isolation among the regions and a common language 

helped the scholars to recover the history and culture and to take interest in 

enquiring the history of different regions. Under the able leadership of Sir 

William Jones, allied institutions like Archaeological Survey of India 

started its functions for excavation and exploration on historical sites 

throughout India under the Royal patronage. Attention was also made to 

reconstruct history, which had been accomplished in previous centuries. But 

the men and the organizations that had undertaken these no longer existed. 

The only agent large enough and strong enough to reassume the task of the 

previous centuries was the Government 52
. 

When the Asiatic Society was formed there were no Indian 

representations. The native elites consider it to be a leisure time activity of 

the British officers. Moreover the Indian feel themselves too inferior in 

front of the British Administrators. But when the history of India was 

gradually unfolded through archaeology, epigraphy and other field of 

scholarship; an image of the united Indian nation emerged which pictured 

them as one of the great historic peoples of the world who had contributed 

to the growth of civilization. That history where not only bore witness to a 

continuing civilization in India with its achievements in many fields, 

religion, literature, philosophy art, architecture etc. to which every part of 



31 

India had an equal right but to a glorious tradition of cultural expansion 

overseas and across deserts which founded cities, states and empires and 

actively carried on an international life in the not remote past, created in the 

minds of the people pride of Indians. Without this new self-image the 

political unity of India would have been artificial 53
· European scholars like 

Max Mueller, Monier William Ruth, Burnout, Jacobe and Colebrooke54 

helped the educated Indians to rediscover their own culture and civilization 

and the world to know the secret of India's great cultural heritage. They 

held Indian civilization and culture superior and thereby kindled in the 

bosom of Indians the fine of patriotism which was put aflame by Indian 

scholars like M.G. Ranade 55
, Raja Rajendra Lal Mitra, Hara Prasad Sastri 

and Pandu Sen. 

Regular research work on Indian history had started from the second 

half of the nineteenth century and considerable progress had been made 

during the last century. A lot of source materials are available in different 

Indian and foreign languages are well preserved in different parts of the 

country but no serious attempt has been made so far for collection and 

interpretation of it. India is a vast country and a land of diversity-· 

ethnological, cultural, religious, regional and linguistic. For a proper study 

and reconstruction of Indian history a central or all India approach will be 

quite useless and superficial. The basic approach should be regional, at least 

from the point of view of the source material available. Indian society is not 

monolithic; in the same sense as many other societies in the world. In the 
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broadest sense India is one country and India have many things in common. 

But it would be quite unrealistic for a historian to ignore the regional 

diversities. So far as India is concerned, national history can be 

reconstructed only through a regional approach on the basis of regional 

diversities 56
. It was with the indological quest that modem method of 

historical research and reconstruction- then spreading in Europe- was 

introduced in India. The Asiatic Society of Bengal, which William Jones 

had consciously modeled on the Royal Society in London, ushered in the 

age of scientific and specialized study in Indian history and culture. 

At the beginning of twentieth century India consisted of fifteen 

provinces variously designated as Presidencies under the Lieutenant 

Governor and the Chief Commissioner. Bombay, Madras and Bengal were 

the three Presidencies. Bihar and Orissa, Burma, the Punjab and the united 

provinces were under four Lieutenant Governors; and Ajmeer, Mewar, the 

Andamans, Assam, Beluchistan, Central provinces, Coorg, Delhi and North 

West Frontier Provinces formed the eight presidencies. ruled by the Chief 

Commissioners. Any rational and or scientific planning did not form these 

heterogeneous units that comprised British India. These developments 

resulted the rise of some regional identities that dominated and still are 

dominating the history culture and temperament of the people of India. In 

Indian perspective the same trend started by colonial government. Keeping 

in view the regional varieties in terms of culture, demography topography 
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and aspiration of the people, the colonial government paid attention to 

record historical past of the respective region. 

The greatest impetus to indological studies was given by the German 

born scholar F. Max Mueller (1823-1902) who was largely based in 

England. The Revolt of 1857 caused Britain to realize that it badly needed a 

deeper knowledge of the manners and social system of an alien people 

called the Indians over whom it ruled. By the year 1857 the Colonial 

Government established Universities in the three presidencies for the 

purpose of higher education and research. But that was not much beneficial 

for the common men who remained outside the catchments of the 

universities. In order to draw the attention of the Indians for historical 

enquiry they further established such scholarly societies at their own 

interest and at the same time invited the Indian to take part in it. Historical 

interest began to seep from political history that is from individual rulers 

and activities of states, down to larger and larger numbers of ordinary 

people. We have already referred the contributions of William Jones in the 

field of indological research. After William Jones, indological studies and 

research took a new turn, which had two distinct directions: 57
• The first was 

the critical study of ancient Indian documents and the second archaeological 

discovery and study of old inscriptions, coins, and monuments. Literatures 

alone cannot discover the ancient past. The contributions of James Prinsep 

58 
towards deciphering Ashokan Brahmi Script, Charles Wilkins 59 use of 

inscriptions to reconstruct the history of the Palas of Bengal and Alexander 
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Cunningham's excavations at Sarnath practically opened a new chapter and 

aspirations for the study of regional history. Till the later part of nineteenth 

century, historical sites and monuments were not under protection. Lord 

Curzon in 1904 passed the "Ancient Monument Protection Act" which 

becomes another milestone for the preservation of historical monuments of 

India. He established archaeological department to take care of the 

antiquities with the support of the government of India 60
. Thus it may be 

noted that with the beginning of twentieth century archaeological 

excavations side by side of the policy of protection of the archaeological 

sites became a part of historical research. The Government of India had an 

instruction, which runs as: 

"The government officers are required to report the discovery 

of objects of archaeological interest and it was obligatory on 

the part of the Government officers to interpret the report for 

his knowledge and not merely to the case of those in which he 

had a personal share" 61
• 

All the Chief Secretary of the states was instructed to implement the 

order. Thus the British colonial government encouraged historical enquiry 

and researches in all the provinces. Funds were provided to carryout such 

activities. It may be true that their main interest was to run the 

administration in an orderly manner but at the same time one must agree 

that a trend was developed for regional historical research under the 

patronage of the colonial administration. The Indians themselves also made 
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by the end of the nineteenth century, a beginning in writing the history of 

their country. Scholars like Bhagawanlal Indraji 62
, Bhau Dhaji and 

Rajendra Lal Mitra in exploring and editing the core material for Indian 

history had done valuable work 63
• The British imperialist historian as well 

as the Indian nationalist historians recorded the historical events mainly on 

political and biographical in nature. But the trend of regional history was 

that it was not covering entire activities of the men and nature of the past. 

The regional history was constructed mainly on sources available within 

and outside of the region. However there is a clear picture that the trend of 

regional history was to develop chronology and as such dynastic history 

developed in different regions to fill up the gap of earlier chronology. No 

pain was taken either to study the socio-cultural and economic 

developments. 

India is a land of diversity, culturally, racially, linguistically, 

topographically, and ethnologically these diversities existed throughout the 

country. On sixth-seventh centuries, there began the formation of units or 

groups which later on come to be known as Karnataka, Maharashtra, Orissa, 

Rajasthan, Tamilnadu etc. The identity of different cultural groups is 

recognizes both Indian and Foreign documents. The Chinese traveler Hsuan 

Tsang mentions several nationalities and likewise the Jaina texts of late 

eight century noticed the existence of eighteen major peoples or 

nationalities and describe the physical features of at least sixteen of them 64
• 
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Vishakhadatta, an author of the ninth century speaks of different regions 

inhabited by peoples different in customs, clothing, and language 65
• 

A remarkable development takes place in the linguistic history of 

India since seventh century, the birth of Apabhramsha 66
, and the final stage 

of the middle Indo-Aryan. This language is placed roughly halfway 

between Prakrit the preceded it and modern Indo-Aryan languages that 

succeeded it. Roughly it covers the period from 600-1000 A.D. extensive 

Jaina literature was written in this language towards the end of this period. 

Glimpses of modern languages are traceable in both Jaina and Buddhist 

writings in apabhramsha. Buddhist writings from Eastern India show faint 

glimmerings of Bengali, Assamese, Maithili, Oria and Hindi. Similiarly the 

Jaina works of the same period reveal the beginnings of Gujrati and 

Rajasthani. In south, Tamil was the oldest language, but Kannada began to 

grow at about this time, Telegu and Malayam developed much later. Each 

region came to develop its own language because of its isolation from the 

other. When the Gupta Empire broke up, several independent principalities 

rose and this naturally hindered countrywide contacts and communication. 

The decline of trade meant lack of communication between people of the 

various regions and this promoted the growth of regional Language. The 

growth of cultural units and regional languages promote the concept of 

regional identity among the peoples of India. 

This separate identity that is required to be explored and it is the task 

of regional history to record such events based on the reliable sources. The 
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regional language played a vital role for the development of local and 

regional histories. Each region or state having a rich cultural heritage tried 

to give an exposure of its own. However their attempt was confined within 

that region until the development of a language that is known to the Indian 

as well as the British. The regional language-Tamil, Telegu, Kannada and 

Marathi were fully accepted and mature. Although most of the literature in 

these languages excluding Tamil consisted of adoptions from Sanskrit 

original particularly the Epics and the Puranas. As was the case in northern 

India, Sanskrit remains the language of learning in certain sections of 

society. While the British administration wants to gather information for 

successful administration on the societies they had to govern for a fair 

understanding of the Indian- their way of life and history. The British 

officers appointed on different parts of the country made attempts to study 

the history heritage and culture of the society to make themselves 

acquainted with the pattern of administration. They also tried to learn the 

language to became friendlier with the natives. Unless they adopted such 

policies they would have remain as stranger. While doing so important 

discoveries came to light and such discoveries open new route for further 

investigation and research. 

Another aspect of regional history is the recovery of the Oral history. 

In India there are some hill tribes 67 who do not have their own scripts, but 

they are having their tradition. This type of tradition is handed over from 

generation to generation and may supply huge information for regional 
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history of the respective area. It is likely that one of the major tasks of the 

regional historians to organize the documents and bring out history of the 

people concerned 

A notable point on the initiative and the encouragement of regional 

historical research society was that the colonial government to exercise its 

activity under the control of the government patronized it. Though the 

organization was voluntary by nature, the membership was confined within 

the government officials, teachers, advocates and other professional who 

were loyal to the British government. More over the colonial government 

did not allow the persons to be associated with such organization who were 

either imprisoned or accused for crimes. By doing so the colonial 

government could earn their supremacy on the Indian Intelligentsia. 

Therefore at the initial stage of its formation when the spirit of nationalism 

was at its peak its membership were limited to a handful of local scholars 

who unconditionally accepted the British supremacy. In this respect Romila 

Thapar remarks- "The glorious past was also a compensation for the 

humiliating present" 68
. The persons associated with the regional historical 

research movements were basically the Orientalist, the Anglisists did not 

take much initiative on it. 

After the Asiatic Society, the first indigenous research society 

formed at Calcutta on 23rd July 1893 named as Bengal Academy of 

Literature. It was initially the attempt of the Bengali intellectuals who met 

at the Sobhabazar residence of Binay Krishna Deb. Study of Bengali 
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Literature and the publication of the results of that study with a view to 

popularizing the literature of Bengal was its primary aim, yet almost every 

function of the society was performed in English. The first president of the 

academy was Kumar Bijay Krishna Dev. The other distinguished members 

of the academy were George Birdwood 69(1ndia Office London), Professor 

Max Mueller, Sir Monier William70
, Dr. Litener, Sir Edward Arnold and Sir 

William Wilson Hunter. Though the society was formed for the study and 

development of Bengali language at the same time it also emphasized the 

recovery of the Bengal's history and culture through collection of 

inscriptions and other records. The contemporary Bengali intellectuals 71 

put in the advices given by Professor Max Mueller and others for the 

purpose to practice in course of time. In the year 1894 the academy was 

renamed as the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat. The first president of the Parishat 

was Romeshchandra Dutt and the first joint secretaries were L. Leotard and 

Devendranath Mukhopadhyaya 12
• The efforts of the Bangiya Sahitya 

Parishat towards reconstruction of the ancient history of Bengal were quite 

evident from the papers published through its mouthpiece 73
. 

The success of the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat inspired its members to 

establish its branches outside Calcutta in a special meeting held in 1905. 

Accordingly a branch was immediately established at Rangpuur. Though 

the branch was named as Rangpur Sahitya Parishat it was mainly 

patronized by the elites , landlords and intellectuals of Uttarbanga . 

Maharaja Nripendra Narayan, the Koch king of North Bengal donated Rs. 



40 

5001- and became its first patron and life member. After his death Raja 

Rajendra Narayan became a patron and donated Rs. 500/-74
• The primary 

object of the Rangpur Sahitya Parishat is said to be concerned with "the 

archaeological discoveries in North Bengal and Assam"75
• In the later stage 

number of similar organizations grew up for the reconstruction of the 

history and culture of their own locality with enthusiasm. However it may 

be said without any hesitation that as the first organizational effort at the 

reconstruction of the past of Bengal the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat was 

definitely the inspiration behind the establishment and organization of later 

local organizations. As mentioned, Bangiya Sahitya Parishat encouraged 

the intellectuals of entire region to come forward for the reconstruction of 

the history and culture of their own locality with enthusiasm. But there was 

another side of the shield . The aggressive mentality of the members of the 

Parishat and the attempts at the centralization of the whole process created 

a kind of resentment among the members of the society belonging various 

localities distant from Calcutta. It seems that the inteHectuals. of the mufasil 

township of Bengal did not like Calcutta centrism. Mention may be made of 

the Radh Anusandhan Samiti and Birbhum Sahitya Parisad (1400 B.S.). 

Due to some differences of opinion with the authorities of the Bangiya 

Sahitya Parishat the Maharaja of Hetampur proposed the establishment of 

the Radh Anusandhan Samiti and patronizes its activities. 

Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad Sastri, M.A., C.I.E was its founder 

President 
76

. The Birbhum Sahitya Parisad was established at the initiative 
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of some intellectuals of Birbhum like Nilaratan Sen, Sibratan Mitra and 

Kuladaranjan Mallick etc. who were also intimately associated with the 

Bangiya Sahitya Parishat. Later on Birbhum Sahitya Parisad extended its 

activities as Birbhumi Anusandhan Samiti. Babu Nagendranath Vasu, 

Prachyavidyamaharnava, Sidhantavaridhi, M.R.A.S was its president 77
• 

The Calcutta Historical Society was established on 1907 at the 

initiative of Hon. Sir Francis Maclean, K.C.I.E, Chief Justice of Bengal 

Presidency. The objective of the society was "preservation of Indian 

monuments and in the historical memories of Calcutta". Only few Indian 

gentlemen responded to the initiative of the British but they were not 

disappointed. The president said "What we shall try to do when we settle 

down to business is to find out some Indian gentlemen and ask them to 

serve on the council". Raja Binay Krishna Deb was one of the Vice 

presidents of the society 78
. In May 1909, a few European and Indian 

residents in Bangalore formed the Mythic society. The basic aim of the 

society was however directed for the 'encouragement of study in history, 

ethnology and religions in southern India and stimulation of research in 

these allied subjects'. Its founder President and vice president were the 

Hon'ble Mr. S.M. Frasher, I.C.S and the Rev. A.M. Tabard, M.A 

respectively 79
• 

We have already referred that the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat inspired 

to establish its branches outside Calcutta. Accordingly another branch of the 

Bangiya Sahitya Parishat was established at Rajshahi. Famous litterateur of 
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the locality Sasadhar Roy was elected honorary secretary of the Rajshahi 

branch. Scholars like Akshay Kumar Maitreya, Ramaprasad Chanda and 

Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray were associated with the activities of the Bangiya 

Sahitya Parishat at the early and later stages. The third annual conference 

of the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat held at Bhagalpur. Akshay Kumar 

Maitreya, Ramaprasad Chanda and Sarat Kumar Ray attended the session. 

After the session they visited the archaeological treasures of N athnagar 

(ancient Karnagarh). Sarat Kumar Ray became very enthusiastic about the 

archaeological treasures. Akshay Kumar Maitreya took the opportunity to 

impress upon him the richness of antiquarian remains and wealth of 

sculptural relics in the land of his birth, viz. the ancient tract of V arendra ( 

northern eastern Bengal). Ramaprasad Chanda had shown him the 

description of the Deopara Prasasti collected from Deopara in the Rajshahi 

district. Being acquainted with the archaeological treasure of his own 

district Sarat Kumar Ray became more delighted and it was decided that 

after returning back to Rajshahi, they would undertake an exploratory tour 

in the district of Rajshahi. 

Accordingly the first exploratory tour was undertaken in the month 

of April 1910. Akshay Kumar Maitreya, Ramaprasad Chanda and Sarat 

Kumar Ray traveled to the Godagari region of the Rajshahi district. 

Rakhaldas Bandopadhayay of the Archaeological Survey of India and 

Rajkamal Singha of Bangiya Sahitya Parishat joined them at their request. 

They explored various sites and were able to collect thirty-two pieces of 
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sculptures including the life size image of the Chandi from Mandail. The 

entire expenditure of the exploration was borne by Sarat Kumar Roy, 

Kumar of the Dighapatia Zamindari and the collection was kept at his 

disposal which was subsequently preserved at Rajshahi to crate public 

interest. 

The second exploratory tour was undertaken in June 1910 to 

Khajanpur in the Bogra district. The party consists of Sarat Kumar Ray, 

Akshay Kumar Maitreya, Ramaprasad Chanda and Rajendralal Acharya, 

then in charge of the Khajanpur Khasmahal. It was at Khajanpur that the 

idea of organizing in to a research society occurred to them and Sarat 

Kumar Roy was called President, Akshay Kumar Maitreya, Director and 

Ramaprasad Chanda as Honorary Secretary 80
• Thus the idea of 

establishment of a research society was germinated which was formally 

inaugurated on 27th September, 1910 and named as V arendra Research 

Society. The Collection of the relics came to be known as the Varendra 

Research Museum. 

With the coming of the British to Assam a new trend was set in 
• 

history writing and historical research. It was necessary on the part of the 

British administration to collect information about the newly acquired 

territory for their successful administration and its sustenance. Most of the 

British officers were not professional historians; but basically 

administrative or military officers. But their sound knowledge of the region 

and its people proved invaluable for compilation of a number of valuable 
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historical works. J.P. Wade 81 made the beginning. The other contributors 

were Francis Hamilton82
, Adam White8

\ R.B. Pemberton84
, Montogomery 

Martin85 and John M.Cosh 86
, William Robinson 87

, John Butler, William 

Hunter, E.T.Dalton, T.Fisher and L.W. Shakespeare 88
. Authentic reports or 

accounts, mostly based on personal knowledge and experience and 

compiled by officers like J.B. Neufville, R.Wilcox, S.F. Hannay, C.A. 

Bruce, T. Hugan, G.Dunbar and Francis Jenkins were published in the 

Asiatic Researches and the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

The adventures of Jean-Baptise Chevalier 89 in Eastern India (1752-

!765) is a work that was shrouded in mystery from the time it was written 

until it was read, restored and published by Jean Deloche 90 through the 

French School of Asian Studies ( EFEO) 91
, Paris in 1984. However being 

in French, it was largely remained obscure from those scholars and 

researchers whose first or second language is English. Recently Caroline 

Dutta-Baruah 92 has translated the work in English, which throws new light 

on the topography and history of ancient Assam 93
. 

Recent researches on North East India shows that there were two 

main trends of historiography that developed in course of time. The first 

trend tends to accept colonialism as a given phenomenon and therefore 

there was no questioning of colonialism. Most of the works in this trend 

only described how colonialism developed and these descriptions were 

based mainly on official colonial sources. The second trend by and large,. 

believes in justifying colonialism, and which therefore falls in imperialist 
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historiography 94
. North East also was subject to the similar pattern of 

historical writings. Both the type of colonial historiography mentioned 

above has been followed here, although the first category comprising 

British colonial, the Indian colonial historiography is more prevalent. 

British Ethnographers were basically the Administrative or Military 

officials, missionaries or the odd travelers, began to process of enquiring in 

to the life pattern and social evolution in this region. Their contributions 

were turned out to be valuable sources of information. But one may keep in 

mind the fact that these writings whether those are of P.R.T. Gurdon or 

A.Playfair or N.E.Parry or J.Shakespear95 are mainly the reflection 

consciously or unconsciously, the political and ideological interest of the 

British. The purpose of these surveys and the recording of facts were 

evidently administrative with a view to collecting material and writing 

about the condition of the people. However once Assam was constituted as 

a division of Bengal in 1826, compilation of records on the diverse aspects 

of Assam was actively pursued under the auspices of the British 

Government. 

In the work done by the government to encourage historical studies 

in Assam, Sir Edward Gait always deserves special mention. It was in his 

suggestion that the first attempt to conduct an investigation in to the history 

of Assam through the creation of an official institution was made. The 

Department of Ethnography was established in 1894 with Gait as its 

Honorary Director 96
. Through the office of Gait the facsimiles of various 
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inscriptions of Assam 97 were being taken to the Asiatic Society of Bengal 

where these were deciphered and discussed by the well-known epigraphist 

Hornle. Incidentally in 1898-99 five plates which are known as the Assam 

Plates of Vallabhdeva (1185 A.D.) were edited and published by another 

distinguished European epigraphist, F. Kielhorn 98
. 

In this regard two facts need to be noted. First by the end of the 

nineteenth century interest in the historical background of Assam had 

assumed significant dimension. In this trend Gait published his Progress of 

Historical Research in Assam in 1897, which contains a very 

comprehensive catalogue of all the published materials on Assam99
. 

Secondly it could establish a historical link of Assam history ranging from 

ninth to thirteenth century. These were virtually based on epigraphy, literary 

documents and a few other materials found in various parts of Assam .. 

Scholars were able to construct the genealogies of two pre Ahom dynasties 

100
. Gait in his pioneering work A History of Assam (First published in 

1905) made extensive use of the inscriptions in reconstructing the pre-· 

Ahom history of the region, but his perspectives was mainly political, as a 

result of which his treatment of the non political data which could be 

gleaned from the inscriptions was inadequate. It may, however be noted that 

Gait's work has given an indication of the extension by the historians of 

Assam of their field of interest to include a serious study of the ancient 

period of Assam. 101
. 
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In the non-official sphere, it is known that the second half of the 

nineteenth century witnessed the growth of nationalism and popular 

consciousness among the people. As a corollary, pride in India's ancient 

past came to be increasingly felt and expressed. The contributions of the 

Christian missionaries created intellectual awakening. The earliest tradition 

of historical ideology that influenced the historians of this region was that 

of the British imperialism and Edward Gait picked up this tradition. 

Although Gait followed the model of imperialist historiography in the study 

of the pre Ahom Brahmaputra valley the trend did not get much academic 

response because the works which were written after the first few decades 

of the twentieth century, were characterized with nationalistic ideology and 

the main focus was on the heritage of the people and also to glorify the 

Indian culture. Kanak Lal Barna's Early History of Kamarupa 102 may be 

taken as a glaring example of such a historical research on history of 

Assam. These were however works, which focused entirely on pre Ahom 

Assam with the then available literary and epigraphic sources and the few 

archeological finds which were available at that time. The focus was mainly 

on dynastic history and the perception of history and the methods and 

techniques used in writing did not equip the historians to handle social and 

economic issues 103
• Although the regional historical research movement in 

Assam was the out come of nationalistic ideology based on glorification of 

the past at the same time it unconditionally accepted the supremacy of the 

colonial government. The main trend of history writing in the pre-1947 
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periods and years that closely followed were heavily influenced by western 

liberal ideas of empiricism and documentation with very little attempts at 

critical interpretative analysis. The works of this pioneers are however 

valuable because they have brought to light many hitherto unknown and 

underdeveloped source materials. The gathering of empirical data is 

important for every researcher and historian for the development of further 

interpretative work. This group of intellectuals was the creation of the 

British government from the beginning of their administration in Assam, 

who rendered services under British Government. As a result the person 

with anti colonial attitude was not liked by the colonial administration to 

join such endeavor though he might have interest in it. Members of the 

society were loyal to the Government and they were mostly government 

servants like subordinate administrative officers, teachers, advocates, 

mauzadar, mandals etc 104
• Thus the colonial government could persuade a 

section of Assamese intellectuals not to raise voice against the British 

Government 

The historical awareness among certain sections (western educated) 

of peoples of Assam was created through different journals and newspapers 

105 d S . t' 106 H h . . . f' d h . an oc1e 1es . owever t e1r mam mterest was con me on t e Issue 

of Assamese language and literature. 

One individual whose contribution was immense in these unofficial 

circles was Mahamahopadhyaya Padmanath Bhattacharya, Vidyavinod, a 

senior professor of Sanskrit of Cotton College Guwahati. By this time 
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historical research already became popular in neighbouring Bengal after the 

formation of Varendra Anusandhan Samiti established at Rajshahi on 27 

September, 1910. Assam and particularly North Bengal has a similarity of 

language, culture and history as earlier it was a part of ancient Pragjyotisa

Kamarupa and Bengal was a seat of learning for the Assamese. With this in 

mind, in 1908, the Banga Sahityaanusilani Sabha was established in 

Gauhati 107
• The Sabha could draw the attention of the European officers 

interested in historical pursuits and could also enlist the co-operation of 

local scholars like Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswar Bhattacharyya Kaviratna 

108 Pandit Hemchandra Goswami109
• This sabha in course of time was 

transformed in to the Gauhati Branch of Bengali Literary Association. In 

1911 the Kamakhya Session of the North Bengal Literary Society, on the 

suggestion of Padmanath Bhattacharyya, decided to establish the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti to investigate the antiquities of Assam 110
. The 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was thus founded on 7 April, 1912 with 

twelve members with its headquarter at Gauhati 111
• 
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CHAPTER-II 

THE IDEA AND ORIGIN OF THE KAMARUPA 

ANUSANDHANA SAMITI 

The ancient history of Assam or Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa, the name by 

which the land was known from the dawn of its history is an almost unexplored 

and uninvestigated field of study 1
• The only source, which at the beginning of the 

nineteenth century were available to the students of the history were the traditions, 

legends and myths, which had been gradually in the course of many centuries 

accumulated with great epic pomp, the Puranic encyclopedias and provincial 

chronicles, written for the most part in scholastic sanskrit language by authors to 

whom history and fiction seem not to have appeared antagonistic. In these days 

great results were expected from researches in the astronomical works of the 

Hindus, with regard to their ancient chronology. These expectations have been 

only partially verified. 

The Province of Assam and its people are very insufficiently known 

abroad, yet by its earlier name of Kamarupa. It is better known to Hindu India as a 

land of magic and witchcraft with its famous Tantric shrine of Kamakhya with 

which it is frequently associated together Kamarupa-Kamakhya 2
• Assam is the 

frontier province of India on the northeast. Its boundaries lies between twenty

fourth and twenty-eight degrees of North Latitude and eighty-ninth and ninety-
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seventh degrees of East Longitude. It contains at present an area of 54000 square 

miles of which is little over 24000 square miles constitutes the plain districts, 

19500 square miles, the southern hill tracts and the rest the tribal hill tracts to the 

north.3
. Assam that forms a part of the Indian sub continent had a glorious past. 

The early period of the history of Assam is more glorious than the medieval or 

modem period, because it was during that period that Assam produced kings who 

made in north Indian politics 4
• 

The present Assam valley or Brahmaputra valley became the center of 

political activities and civilization of Assam right from the early period. The 

history and culture of Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa are closely connected with river 

Brahmaputra (son of Brahma) or Lauhitya (the Sanskrit meaning Red river). 

Therefore, the history of the land is in a sense, the history of the civilization of the 

Brahmaputra Valley 5• It is also important to note that almost all the inscriptions of 

ancient Kamarupa kings have been discovered in and around the valley of this 

river 6 except the Nidhanpur copperplate inscription of Bhas.karvarman. From the 

fourth century A.D to the beginning of the thirteenth century A.D.(till the advent 

of the Ahom in 1228) several dynasties ruled in this region. This has been 

established by the decipherment of copperplate inscription of Bhaskarman 

recovered at Nidhanpur and Doobi 7
• The provenance of other archaeological 

remains like architecture, sculptures and coins of early Assam have not been 

properly studied yet and it seems to be a challenging task for the scholars because 

mostly nothing has survived now excepting vast masses of shapeless remains. The 
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development of this type of art always depended upon the level quality and 

quantity of patronage of the royal courts of the past. The present city of Guwahati 

and its adjoining areas were a potential field of art and architecture throughout the 

historic period, as it remained the capital city of Kamarupa for a long time. In 

different parts of Guwahati city architectural pieces and sculptures of the pre 

Ahom period have been found. Goalpara region the western part of the Kamarupa 

kingdom had witnessed a vast cultural progress through the development of art 

architecture and sculpture with its regional characteristic. The Tezpur region had 

its own reputation of a rich cultural heritage. A large number of archaeological 

remains including temple ruins, sculpture with its coins and inscriptions have been 

discovered in the town of Tezpur and its adjoining areas. The earliest remains of 

the structural temple building have been found at Da-Parvatia , a village of the 

present town of Tezpur. The site was first brought to notice by K.N. Dikshit(Kashi 

Nath Dikshit) and was later explored by Rakhaldas Banerjee. In the Nagaon -

Davaka region several archaeological sites of pre Ahom period are noticed. Ruins 

of old temple with an inscription of the sixth century A.D have been found at 

Barganga. Probably it was the earliest example of development of the temple 

architecture in this region. A Large number of archaeological remains of the 

Ahom period both brick and stone, secular and religious have come to light in the 

Doiyang Dhansiri valley and its adjoining areas. 

It is an undenying fact that the province has suffered from the three great 

enemies of archaeology- war that destroys both men and their handiworks, 
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luxurious vegetations that will crack and tear down the mightiest buildings, and a 

damp climate that obliterates nearly all things buried in the earth and many things 

on the surface. Yet a vast amount of material remains and it is the task of a 

research society to find and interpret it 8
. Until 1884, the attention of the 

government was not drawn to the preservation of ancient monuments in Assam. 

Even then the allocation made were too meager that maintenance and care of the 

antiquities had to be undertaken mainly by the local board, municipalities and 

munificent public 9.Assam is a most inexhaustible mine of recorded materials. In 

addition to the inscriptions, we have in the country a large mass of documents and 

records as an offshoot of the historical instincts of the Assamese people. Long 

before the library movement was started in any part of the world the Assamese 

adopted the system of having a considerable quantity of useful literature in every 

family 10
. Compare to the huge amount of wealth lying scattered exploration is 

quite insignificant in Assam. Sir Edward Gait compiled his A History of Assam in 

1905 exploring a part of materials available at hand. His work was based on 

colonial interest ·and therefore he is called as imperialist historian. Gunabhiram 

Barna 
11 

compiled a complete history of Assam 12 in 1884 consisting nineteen 

chapters and printed the book at New Arya Press Calcutta. He did not make use of 

either epigraph or inscriptions for compilation of his work. Padmanath Gohain 

Barna 
13 

also published two works in 1884 and 1899 respectively. Historical 

research to the study of the history of Assam was being carried out by a number of 

learned scholars, administrator and government officials both of Assamese origin 
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and non Assamese, however there was no institution or organization to conduct 

such activity with a common interest of enquiring in to the antiquities of ancient 

Assam. Assam was and still to some extent an unknown country and desire for 

information about the kingdom was in evidence even the days of the East India 

Company. The British officials who took keen interest in to the history of Assam 

were- Captain Thomas Welsh, Dr. John Peter Wade, Dr. Buchanan Hamilton, 

William Robinson, Henry Blochmann, Sir William Ward, A.J. Mofat Mills, Sir 

Charles James Lyall, T.C. Hodson, R.S. Eullde, P.R.T. Gurdon, A. Playfair, W.C. 

Smith, J.P. MILLs, J.H. Hutton, J.Shakespear, N.E. Parry, W.Shaw, Dr. Varier 

Elwin etc. The part played by American Baptist Mission, which first came to 

Assam in 1836 was a remarkable issue for the development of historical study in 

"" Assam 14
• 

The historical importance of North eastern India and the necessity of 

reconstructing its early history was realized for the first time in 1835 when captain 

Westamacott15 had reported about the ancient temples at the Charduar near Tezpur 

16
• The earliest mention of the Pre Ahom 17 inscriptions of Assam appeared in 

1840 in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 18
• Two inscriptions- the three 

copperplates and one seal forming what was subsequently known as the Tezpur 

Copperplate inscription of V anamalavarmadeva (middle of the ninth century), and 

a grant of Dharmapala (twelth century) were located and their text sent to the 

Asiatic Society, Calcutta by Captain Francis Jenkins, the Governor General's 

Agent in the North East Frontier. The significance of the epigraphs was 
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understood from the right from the out set. The great importance of the Indian 

inscriptions as a means of illustrating and completing our knowledge of the history 

of the country, fixing the eras of its dynasties, the character of its peculiar land 

tenures, the derivation and development of its various alphabets, and other 

subjects of like importance has been long since recognized by Colebrooke, 

Prinsep and other orientalists. 

The British officers for the purpose of better and smooth administration of 

the newly acquired territory initiated the beginning of the study of the early history 

of Assam. Lord Comwalis initiated this attempt when he sent an expedition under 

captain Thomas Welsh who visited Assam in 1792. The instruction 19 reads as: 

"No pain should be spared to avail ourselves and to acquire every 

information that may be possible both the population and of the manners 

and customs of the inhabitants as well as the trade and manufactures and 

natural productions of country with which it must ever be our interest to 

maintain the most friendly communication" 

Thus at the interest of the British administrators the start was made and in course 

of time number of reports and accounts through the government were published. 

Mention may be made of the following. J.P. Wade made Historical and 

Geographical account of Assam, Ensign Wood the surveyor of the expedition 

prepared Maps of the country, G.E. Westmacott Ancient Temples and Ruins at 

Charduar( 1835), Francis Jenkins Ancient Indian Grants on Copper, Discovered in 
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Assam (1840), A .Vanis Copper Plate Grant of Vaidyadeva king of Kamarupa 

( 1894 ), F. Kielhom Assam Plate of Vallabhadeva ( 1898) 

Beginning with the researches of G.E. Westmacott and down to Sir Edward 

Gait, British administrators lay the foundation of what we may call the 'modem' 

historical traditions of the region. The new and the fresh direction in historical 

research as distinct from the British presentation would take some time to become 

popular. Mean while research on the region and its people was being carried out 

by scholars from within the region and beyond in Dacca, Calcutta and elsewhere 

20
• It is likely that the historians could not paid much attention to the micro level 

research on Assam and as a result many important aspects are yet to be brought to 

focus in terms of historical research. The history of North East India has not been 

given adequate attention in the history of India. There were huge literary 

assistances, which could be utilized by the national historians to fill up the gap of 

historical research on India as a whole. There are no references to the tribes. 

Interestingly one does not come across the life and condition of the hill tribes who 

lived in some hill region long before the coming and settlement of the Turk 

Mughal and the British. The history of British colonialism too neglects the 

region21
• 

In 1897 Sir Edward Gait published Report on the Progress of Historical 

Research in Assam embodying in it a digest of Inscriptions, coins, and some 

historical manuscripts and other source materials. It is a document of unique 

historical importance to stimulate in depth studies on the antiquities and history of 
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Assam22
• He pointed out that a vast field had been lying unexplored and official 

steps should be taken immediately. Gait collected various kinds of source 

materials and prepared a comprehensive list of Assamese manuscripts 23
• Gait in 

his pioneering work A History of Assam 24 made extensive use of the inscriptions 

in reconstructing the pre Ahom history of the region. However partly because of 

his own perspectives, and also because Assamese epigraphic studies had not 

achieved a great degree of sophistication only fourteen pages were devoted in his 

book25 to the period between the fourth and thirteenth century. However one must 

agree that his work was a great inspiration for the historians of Assam to choose 

the field of interest of the study of ancient period. The British interest in the 

monuments of the past must be viewed in the proper context. Confronted with a 

world very much different from their own they came to realize that every bit of 

information however remote it might seen contributes towards a total 

understanding of the colonial reality. Archaeology by no means was their basic 

concern, but on the process, they made the pioneering attempt. Indian involvement 

at this state remained marginal the exception to this was Jogesh Chandra Dutta's 

Old Relics of Kamarupa (Calcutta 1892) a useful collection of Medieval 

inscription of Assam26
. 

Assamese possess a mass of epigraphs relevant to preparation of a 

systematic history of the land. Rock inscriptions, land grants, Peda Kakat 27 

Judicial documents, historio-mythological work, family vamsavalis and copper 

plates 28
• 
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Progress of historical study on nineteenth century Assam was due to the 

efforts of a band of Assamese chroniclers, spearheaded by Haliram Dhekial 

Phukan 29
• In his Assam Buranji(1829) written in four parts and in Bengali 

language, the author besides giving adequate description of the history of ancient 

and medieval Assam, deals with its geographical, social and economic conditions. 

Another very important history of the period is Maniram Dewan,s unpublished 

Buranji Vivek Ratna. Bisweswar Bidyadhip wrote Belimarar Buranji (1833-38). 

Kashinath Tamuli Phukan Assam Buranji Saar (1844) Dutiram Hazarika 

Kalibharat Buranji ( 1862) and Harakanta Barna Sadar Amin Assam Buranji 

(1870-85) 30
. Nevertheless in spite of this progress the epigraphic source materials 

carried the status of 'discoveries'. To put it another way, even in 1884 

Gunabhiram Barua, while writing on the pre Ahom period gave a brief account of 

the mythological kings relying almost solely on scanty and unconnected accounts 

of some medieval chronicles. No attempt was made to collate and relate 

information supplied by the inscriptions to write a systematic history of ancient 

Assam. 31
• The Bengali writers also played a significant role in unearthing the past 

history of Assam. The contributions are noted as-

Ranglal Banerjee - Certain Tribes of the Puranas with those 

noticed in Dalthon 's Ethnology of Bengal. 

Pandit Ramkumar Vidyaratna- An Account of Assam. 

Tarachand Chakraborty- Review of Haliram Dhekial Phukan 's 

History of Assam. 
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M.N. Ghosh Religious Belief of the Assamese People. 

In 1876, Tarini Prosad Sen, a Bengali historian compiled Bijni Rajbangsha, 

a history of Bijni dynasty of Western Assam. The book was published by 

Jagabandhu Samanta and printed at Hitbidhayini Yantra, (Hitsadhini Press) 

Goal para . 32 

The foundation of the Asiatic Society of Bengal on 151
h of January 1784 

marked the beginning of Indological research in an organized way. It also paved 

the way for the foundation of a number of similar institutions to investigate in to 

the past. It may however be mentioned that the management of the Asiatic Society 

of Bengal remained in the hands of the Europeans onll3
. Following the ideals of 

the Asiatic Society of Bengal and being inspired by its activities a number of 

voluntary institutions of antiquarians grew up in different parts of India for 

investigating in to and study of regional and local history. In the eastern part of 

India alone several such societies were founded. The spread of English education 

and through it Western thought contributed by and large what is known as 

renaissance or reawakening in India in the nineteenth century. A remarkable 

change occurred in the age long beliefs, values and concept of Indian life and 

culture. The newly emerging middle class elite aware of the dynamic nature of 

western civilization eagerly accepted its salient features without discarding the 

basic values and best traditions of Indian cultures. The scientific and critical spirits 

through English education enable them to reassess and re-examine ancient 

scriptures and classical language. 
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Scholars have hitherto pursued investigations in to the history, literature 

and antiquities of Assam mainly in their individual capacity without much of the 

facilities placed at their disposal by a well established and organized research 

institution. Their efforts have attained the success possible under the limitations of 

the circumstances. That further achievements would be possible with the 

stimulating help and encouragement of a research society established on a sound 

and solid basis will not be denied by anybody. Research work is always expensive, 

and the financial limitations of an individual investigator cannot create for him the 

facilities with which alone he can pursue his labours with fruitful results. The 

ultimate beneficiaries of all historical investigations are the society of which the 

individual scholar is only a constituent part. 

During the beginning of the twentieth century a nationwide movement for 

study in to the regional history was generated by the various regional historical 

research organization under the patronage of the colonial government. As 

nationalism was on its infant stage the spirit of regionalism accelerate nationalism 

to grow faster and the regional history helps to grow national history more 

popular. 

In September 1894 Sir Edward Gait submitted a note to the Government of 

Assam in which the different sources from which information regarding the past 

history of Assam might be brought were classified and detailed proposals were 

made regarding the manner in which the action should be taken in order to render 

such information available. He classified the sources in to five categories 34
. To 
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indologist working in a wider field, Assam is a new mine for exploration, apart 

from the fusion of the Aryan and non Aryan elements, and their co-existence 

parallel or separate developments traceable in the social religious and political 

institutions of the people, the ruins and remnants of its ancient architecture and 

iconography will help us to reinterpret those of other parts of India. The remains 

of the undated history of Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa consist of neoliths, megaliths 

and pottery. They are helpful for knowing the pre-Aryan and non-Aryan elements 

of the land. The object of forming a research society is to link the people of 

ancient Assam with those of the other parts of India and the oceanic world and 

helps in understanding the origin and foundation of the culture of the land 35
. 

Untill the establishment of Cotton College 36 at Gauhati there was no 

institutions of higher education in Assam in the Barhmaputra Valley. The history 

of Cotton College is in extricably linked with the making of modem Assam. 

Started in 1901 A.D., this seat of higher learning has brought about a renaissance 

in almost every area of human activity viz. literature, language, politics, cultural 

activities and public life could be seen and felt 37
• Cotton College received 

permission to include History in F.A. Class in 1908. Realizing the importance and 

necessity of historical research in Assam one T.K. Bhattacharyya 38 remarked: 

"It is a sound and oft repeated suggestion that professors, if they are not to 

stagnate, should engage themselves in some kind of research work, should 

undertake periodic travels and keep themselves informed of the work that 

are being done in other countries in their respective field. Yet not in many 
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Indian Universities professors get the necessary leisure and opportunities. 

In Assam these are still more limited. Prior to the establishment of the 

Cotton College there was not even anything like a platform, even after the 

establishment some years had to elapsed before got opportunities and 

stimulus for research"39 

In the same light Principal David Thomson of Cotton College also wrote 40
: 

"Isolated as we are here and with very heavy teaching and administrative 

duties, and only moderate library facilities, worthwhile research is far from 

easy. All the more credit therefore is due to those members of the staff who 

succeeded in doing something to extend the boundaries of knowledge in 

their subjects despite their grave handicaps" 

Assam displays a vast and almost virgin field such a few learned societies in the 

world are fortunate enough to have before them. 41 It should be noted that no 

reliable chronicles dealing with the early history of Assam has come down to us. 

So that the history of the period has to be reconstructed on the basis of various 

sources, the most important of them being the epigraphic. Ancient inscriptions of 

any region contain the most reliable source materials for its history. This is more 

glaringly noticed in the case of the history of ancient Assam. It is seen that the 

other source materials are not adequate, and in most cases the references found 

therein are scanty and confusing, and sometimes they even present conflicting 

evidences.42 Assam has yielded some antiquities of the Stone Age and also some 

architectural and sculptural remains of the ancient period here and there. 
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The Asiatic society became a center for organized research and hundreds of 

articles were published in its journal. After William Jones indological Studies 

developed mainly on two lines. The first was the critical study of ancient Indian 

texts and documents and the second archaeological discovery and study of old 

inscriptions, coins and monuments 43
• In the study of the earlier history of any 

civilized region of the earth's surface inscriptions form an important class of 

sources which cannot be ignored if we want our picture of the past to be as 

complete and reliable as possible. The study of the past history of Greece and 

Rome also established it. Assam came under the British rule nearly a century after 

company's contact with Bengal. Naturally Assam lagged behind Bengal in 

receiving modem education, which was mainly responsible for the new awakening 

of Bengal 44.The impact of this reawakening in Assam was purely literary however 

from the middle of the nineteenth century individual efforts were on to eradicate 

some social evils45 through literature. But there was no organized movement as in 

Bengal. Bengal was, and still is united by a very strong factor: the Bengali 

language. Assam lacks this homogeneity due to presence of different cultural, 

social and language groups with their individual dialect, which forms a separate 

identity, though the official and court language was Assamese.46 

In Bengal, the Bengal Academy of Literature was established in July 23, 

1893 with its aim to the study of Bengali literature and publication of the result of 

that study, with a view to popularize the literature of Bengal 47
• The objectives of 

the Academy were the publication of the comprehensive Bengali Dictionary, the 
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Bengali Grammar written on scientific lines, the history of the origin of the 

Bengali language, the study of the names of the places, persons and rivers, the 

collection of inscriptions and other records found in different parts of Bengal and 

the collection of other evidences, Bengal's history and culture in order to discover 

the past of the Swades i.e our country 48
. The advice given by Professor Max 

Mueller and others for the purpose were put in to practice in course of time by the 

contemporary intellectuals like Ramendra Sunder Trivedi, Haraprasad Sastri, 

Rabinndranath Tagore, Y ogeshchandra Roy Vidyanidhi, Nagendranath Vasu, 

Rakhaldas Bandopadhyay, Nalinikanta Bhattasali, Suniti Kumar Chattopadhyay, 

Ramesh Chandra Mazumdar, Sushil Kumar Dey, Rama Prasad Chanda, Sarat 

Kumar Ray, Dinesh Chandra Sen, Sukumar Sen, Chintaharan Chakravorty, Dinesh 

Chandra Sirkar, Dinesh Chandra Bhattacharyya, Brajendranath Bandopadhyay, 

Jogesh Channdra Bagal and others. They either individually or jointly undertake to 

contribute papers 49
• By the advice of Rajnatan Basu the Academy was renamed 

as the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat on February 18, 1894.50 In course of a decade, the 

branches of the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat were established all over Bengal. The 

efforts of the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat towards the reconstruction of the ancient 

history of Bengal were quite evident from the papers published in the Sahitya 

Parishat Patrika 51 monograph published by the Parishat and the archaeological 

museum of the Parishat. 

Being inspired by the success of the Bangiya Sahitya Paris hat, it decided to 

establish its branches outside Calcutta in a special meeting held in 1905. 
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Accordingly a branch was immediately established at Rangpur (Presently at 

Bangladesh)52
• It was first of its kind outside Calcutta. Although the branch was 

named as Rangpur Sahitya Parisad, the elites of Uttarbanga the landlords and 

intellectuals of a considerably large tract mentioned as North Bengal or North 

Central Bengal or Central North Bengal patronized the organization in various 

capacities. The Rangpur Sahitya Parisad Patrika appeared as its mouthpiece. The 

primary object of the Parisad was the archaeological discoveries in North Bengal 

and Assam. 53 In course of time thirty other branches of the Bangiya Sahitya 

Parishat were established in several districts of Bengal (Rajshahi, Dacca, 

Commilla) as well as outside of Bengal (Gauhati). Thus the Bangiya Sahitya 

Paris hat inspired intellectuals of North Bengal and Assam to come forward for the 

reconstruction of the history and culture of their locality. It is a fact that Assam 

and Bengal together from very early times joined hands in spreading ideas and 

practices bearing on Indian ideals and learning, whatever the differences that may 

have marked their social structure and language and culture . 54 

North Bengal and a part of east Bengal was earlier a part of ancient 

Kamarupa. There are still strong traditions of the cultural, historical and political 

connection between Kamarupa and the border districts of Bengal in the past. 55 Till 

the reign of Koch king Naranarayan, in the sixteenth century the whole of 

Jalpaiguri was within Kamarupa. Pumea and Kamarupa were co-terminus on the 

north and Pundravardhana or Varendra was to the south of Kamarupa. 

Pundravardhana actually comprised the Bengal districts of Dinajpur, Maldah, 
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Rajshahi and the Western parts of Bogra and Rangpur, but the whole of the 

northern belt of modem Bengal comprising Jalpaiguri, Cooch-Behar and part of 

Rangpur, was always within Kamarupa. 56 The Ahom King Rudra Singha 
57 

patronizes the art architecture and higher learning, for that purpose he established 

numbers of Tols for the study of Sanskrit and at the same time the Brahmins were 

send to Bengal to study in various reputed institutions in Bengal. Brahmins were 

also send to Kashi, Nawadwip to study Sanskrit. The medium of instructions of 

the T ols was sanskrit and it was felt necessary to study Sanskrit for the 

development of Assamese language after the Ahom accepted the Assamese 

language. 58 The tradition is continued till the beginning of the twentieth century. 

Indeed the history and culture of Bengal, in particular the adjoining districts of 

northern Bengal including Koch Behar was seen not so much as an extension of 

the history and culture of Kamarupa but as an integral part of that history. 

It will be worthwhile to mention that Assamese scholars and antiquarians 

were thus came in contact with the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat and attended its 

conferenc~s and contributed scholarly papers on the antiquities of Assam. 59 

Among them mention may be made of Mahamahopadhyay Dhireswara 

Bhattacharyya Kaviratna, Pandit Hemchandra Goswami, Pandit Pratap Chandra 

Goswami, Ananda Chandra Dev Goswami, Siddhi Nath Sarma, Harmohan Das, 

Ratnakanta Barkakati, Chandra Nath Sarma and Sarbeswar Kataki. 60 Thus one can 

observe that the inspiration of the Bangiya Sahitya Paris hat to undertake historical 

enquiry regarding the antiquity of Assam was one of its objectives from its 
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inception and for that purpose a branch of the Parishat was established at Gauhati 

in 1908 .61 The ground is already prepared and there had been a proposal to form a 

historical research society for the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam. But the 

proposal did not come in to effect on account of the dissolution of Eastern Bengal 

and Assam as announced 62 at the coronation Durbar in Delhi on December 

12,1911 by King George V, just a little over six years after the experiment was 

implemented and less than four months before the foundation of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhana Samiti. 63 Meanwhile under the patronage of Kumar Sarat Kumar 

Ray M.A. of Rajshahi the V arendra Anusandhan Samiti was founded on 27 

September 1910. 64 

The formation of V arendra Anusandhan Samiti at Rajshahi under the 

patronage of the individual effort inspired the antiquarians of Assam to become 

more confident. The one individual whose contribution in the unofficial circle for 

the formation of a historical research society in Assam is always to be gratefully 

remembered. He was Mahamahopadhyaya Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod. 

He joined Cotton College, Guwahati as a professor in Sanskrit in the year 1905. 

Prior to that assignment he was appointed at Murarichand College, Syhlet on the 

same capacity. He was conferred the title of 'Vidyavinod' by Purva Banga 

Saraswat Samaj. Padmanath Bhattacharyya was closely associated with the 

Rangpur Sahitya Parisad and made valuable contribution to it. 65 

The contributions made by Padmanath Bhattacharyya to the field of 

historical studies in Assam are therefore immense~ for it is he who first laid the 
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foundation of the reliable historical materials for the construction of the history of 

Assam in its ancient period. He started with the limited objective of acquainting 

the learned society of neighbouring Bengal with the history of Assam by 

introducing to its various events of Assam through articles written in Bengali. For 

this purpose the Banga Sahityanusilani Sabha was established at Gauhati in the 

year 1908. 66 The learned circle of Assam could make an entry to the Bangiya 

Sahitya Paris hat through the delegation of Bang a Sahityanusilani Sabha. 

Padmanath. Bhattacharyya quoted in his own words 67
: 

"Though the province of Assam is very close to Bengal and many 

Bengalese had settled here, still the Bengali does not properly knew 

the real story of Assam, the Bengali people contrary to it they have 

many wrong notions about Assam and innumerable fantastic stories 

about the beliefs and customs of the Assam as a land of sorcery and 

magic came to be widely prevalent". 

With this object in view when the activities of the above Sabha could 

attract the attention of the European officers interested in historical pursuits and 

could enlist the cooperation of the local scholars like Pandit Hemchandra 

Goswami, Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswara Bhattacharyya Kaviratna, it became 

transformed in to the Gauhati Branch of the Bengali Literary Association. 

Simultaneously the activities of the said Banga Sahityaanusilani Sabha were 

merged with those of the North Bengal Literary Conference 
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( Uttar Bang a Sahitya Sanmelan) incorporating the whole of Assam in to the 

sphere of its activities 68
. 

In the meantime, a conference of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan was 

held at the premises of the sacred temple of Kamakhya in the month of April 1912 

under the president ship of Babu Sasadhar Rai 69
. In the conference a good number 

of papers relating to the antiquities, history and archaeology of early kingdom of 

Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa were read and discussed. The members who were present 

in the conference felt greatly the need of establishing a scholarly society for 

carrying researches on ancient Kamarupa in particular and northeastern region in 

general. A proposal for establishing such a society in Assam it self in the line of 

the V arendra Anusandhan Samiti was unanimously adopted. The proposal was 

made by Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad of Koch Behar and supported by 

Rai Mritunjoy Chowdhary M.R.A.S. of Rangpur 70
. The newly founded 

organization was named as the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, subsequently 

known as Assam Research Society. 

Thus the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti formally came in to being on 7th 

April 1912 with the following members 71
• 

1. Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharyya Kaviratna. 

2. Ananda Chandra Vedantabagish 

3. Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod, M.A. 

4. Sivanath Smrititirtha 

5. Uttam Chandra Barua 
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6. Gobinda Chandra Sarma 

7. Taranath Kavyavinod 

8. Pratap Chandra Goswami 

9. Raj ani Kumar Das 

10. Gopal Krishna Dey 

11. Suresh Chandra Bandopadhyaya 

12. Umesh Chandra Dey 

The report of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 1916-17, mentioned that it 

was Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod, who first conceived the idea of 

forming the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. The report further says that without 

his help and cooperation the Samiti would not have come to the present stage 72
. 

Later on Chandra Nath Sarma 73 and Babu Gopal Krishna De 74 were selected as 

secretary and assistant S-ecretary of the Samiti. Padmanath Bhattacharyya 

undertook to help the secretary in all matters including the correspondence works. 

The Samiti then approached some august personages and was fortunate to 

secure the following patrons; 

The Hon'ble Sir Archdale Earle, K.C.I.E, I.C.S., Chief Commissioner of 

Assam. 

The Hon'ble Sir Edward Gait, K.C.S.I. Lt. Governor of Bihar and Orissa. 

The Hon'ble Lt. Col P.R.T. Gurdon, C.S.l, C.I.E, Commissioner of Assam 

District and honorary Director of Ethnography in Assam. 
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His Highness the Maharaja Sir Jitendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur of Cooch 

Bihar 

The Hon'ble Raja Prabhat Chandra Barna Bahadur of Gauripur, Assam. 

The Samiti was fortunate enough to enlist the support as honorary members of 

such stalwarts in indological research who were associated with similar institution 

on the other parts of India. The fact that almost all the leaders of the antiquarian 

societies of eastern India of the time were associated with the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti in one capacity or the other added prestige to the Samiti which 

also demonstrates the deep involvement of these patriotic minded scholars in 

unfolding the ancient past more particularly of this region and with its jurisdiction 

for research works over the area formerly included in the sacred and ancient 

kingdom of Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa, comprising of modem Assam and the 

neighboring states of North Bengal including Cooch Behar and East Bengal 

(Presently Bangladesh). Thus the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti '(K.A.S) came in 

to being as a result of noble efforts of some distinguished and patriotic scholars 

with a view to promoting research and disseminating knowledge on matters 

related to history, archaeology, ethnography, language and literature and allied 

subjects with emphasis on those relating to the area that was formerly included in 

the ancient kingdom of Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa. The foundation of the Samiti was 

so widely hailed and generated so much of enthusiasm that many delegates 

attending the conference and participants offered to enroll themselves as members 

of the Samiti and offered donation on the spot 75
• With a view to extend its 
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activities a branch of the Samiti was set up at Rangpur (presently in Bangladesh) 

and the secretary of the Rangpur Sahitya Parisad76 was assigned as Secretary of 

the branch of the Samiti. Most significantly the universe of "Kamarupa" part of 

the sacred territory of Puranic geography as perceived and presented in these 

efforts, saw Assam not as a remote and isolated outpost of India as the colonial 

government did it by making off on its maps large parts of the province as 

'excluded' areas 'partially excluded' areas, and 'unadministered areas' but in 

inclusive terms as part of a larger cultural and geographical terrain that was linked 

not merely to Bengal but to border Pan Indian and even more inclusive universe of 

Bharatvarsha from Puranic times-hence its sacredness. 77 
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CHAPTER III 

ORGANIZATION OF THE SAMITI: 

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

The initiative for founding the organization (Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti ) was taken by scholars and professionals having an interest in 

encouraging and facilitating a tradition of historical research that by then 

had been well established in Bengal. The organization was structured very 

much like any other socio-literary organization, with a written constitution, 

open membership with a nominal fee, spell out aims and objectives and 

rules and regulations governing the conduct of its affairs 1
• The contribution 

of Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod, to the field of historical studies 

in Assam are immense; for it is he who first laid the foundation of the 

reliable historical materials for the construction of the history of Assam in 

its ancient period. He started with the limited objectives of acquainting the 

learned society of neighbouring Bengal with history of Assam by 

introducing to its various events of Assam through articles written in 

Bengali. For this purpose the Banga Sahityaanusilani Sabha was 

established at Gauhati in the year 1908.2 The activities of the said Sabha 

could attract the attention of the European officers interested in historical 

pursuits and could enlist the cooperation of the local scholars and it became 

transformed into the Gauhati Branch of the Bengali Lliterary Association. 

Simultaneously, the activities of the said sabha were merged with those of 
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the North Bengal Literary Society incorporating the whole of Assam in to 

the sphere of its activities. 3 

On April 7, 1912 there was a conference of the Uttar Banga Sahitya 

Sanmelan at Kamakhya and a proposal was made to start a society as 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti to carry on researches within the area 

formerly included in the sacred and ancient province of Kamarupa. 4 Beal' s 

Buddhist Records of the Eastern Countries states as "The Kingdom 

(Kamrupa) included Manipur, Jayantia, Kachar, East Assam and parts of 

Mymanshing and Syllhet.". Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharyya, a 

prominent Sanskrit scholar of the Kamakhya Sanskrit Tol and Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod, M.A., a senior Professor of Sanskrit of Cotton 

College, Gauhati were the main architect behind this organization. 

Mahamahopadhaya Dhireswaracharyya was the founder President while 

Padmanath Bhattacharyya was the Chief patron.5 However some writings of 

the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti mention that "The available records 

unfortunately are silent about the name of the first president".6 The Display 

Board at Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti also indicates that 

Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharyya was the president for the first two 

years. The autobiography of the same scholar authored by Kamakhya 

Charan Bhattacharyya published by Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, third 

edition, 1996, mentioned that the first president of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti, established in 1912 was Mahamahopadhyaya 

Dhireswaracharyya Kaviratna who deciphered the copperplate inscription of 
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Valavarman (8th century) 7
• He was the Principal of the newly established 

Kamakhya Sanskrit Tol (1908 A.D.) Babu Kalicharan Sen who was also an 

executive member of the Tol Managing Committee established this seat of 

Sanskrit learning. Padmanath Bhattacharyya joined Cotton College on 15 

June 1905 as a Professor in Sanskrit. 8 Besides there was a galaxy of learned 

persons from different professions who were equally interested to form a 

Historical Research Society for investigating the past history, heritage and 

culture of the region and the ultimate result was the foundation of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 

Establishment of the Samiti 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, as its name implies is a research 

institute. It was founded with a view to organized enquiry with the 

promoting historical past of the province. The ancient kingdom of 

Kamarupa with its long line of glorious kings from the days of the epics 9 

with its great religious centres whose antiquities be buried deep in the 

legendary remoteness of ancient India is rich in historical relics. Though 

sporadic attempts have now and then been made at literary and historical 

investigations, yet owing to the want of a central and commanding 

institution and the healthy spirit of enquiry that it produces, no great work 

towards exploring the varied fields of ancient culture has yet been done. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti has its view to afford facilities to carry 
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on investigations by placing all available materials at the disposal of 

prospective workers. 

The 7th April of the year 1912, may be reckoned as the red letter day, 

for in some auspicious moment of this day, the first and the foremost 

organization in Assam the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was formed in the 

holy place of Kamakhya. The Samiti had distinct object of promoting 

researches in matters bearing on our literature, history archaeology, 

ethnology etc. within the area formerly included in ancient Kamarupa. 10 In 

fact, a conference of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan was held in the first 

week of April, 1912 at Kamakhya Temple premises which was attended by 

some eminent scholars and distinguished persons from Assam and Bengal, 

and an idea held supreme in the minds of some patriotic scholars from 

Assam to form a research society in Assam itself in the line of the Varendra 

Anusandhan Samiti of Bengal. The societies consisting of the following 

members were actually formed on the ih Aprill912.1l 

Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharyya. Kaviratna. 

Padmanath Bhattacharyya. Vidyavinod, M.A. 

Sibanath Smrititirtha. 

Uttam Chandra Baruah. 

Govinda Chandra Sarma. 

Taranath Kavyavinod. 

Pratap Chandra Goswami. 

Rajani Kumar Das. 



Gopal Krishna Dey. 

Suresh Chandra Bandopadhyaya. 

Umesh Chandra Dey. 

97 

There were also other members from Bengal and Syhllet. Mention may be 

made of the following outstanding figures 
12

. 

Babu Sasadhar Rai, Calcutta. 

Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad, Cooch Bihar. 

Rai Mritunjay Chowdhury, Rangpur. 

Sarat Channdra Choudhury. 

Rajani Ranjan Deb. 

Ramesh Channdra Sahitya Saraswati. 

Jogendra Kumar Roy. 

Nabin Channdra Goswami. 

Dwijendra Chandra Choudhury. 

Vinod Bihari Gupta. 

Emdad Hussain. 

Later on Chandra Nath Sarma and Babu Gopal Krishna Dey were 

selected Secretary and Assistant Secretary respectively. It appears from a 

report of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 13 that it was Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod who first conceived the idea of forming the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. The report further says- "without his help 

and cooperation the Samiti would not have reached this stage" He 
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undertook to help the secretary in all matters including the correspondence 

work. 

In the 5th conference of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan held on 

April, 1912 the proposal to establish a research society was made by Khan 

Choudhuri Amanaatullah Ahmed of Koch Behar and supported by Rai 

Mritunjoy Choudhuri Bahadur M.R.A.S. of Rangpur and adopted 

unanimously. Babu Sasadhar Rai M.A. B.L., pleader of the High Court, 

Calcutta who presided over the conference at Kamakhya made a donation of 

Rs. 25/- on the spot and Annada Prasad Sen Zamindar of Radhavallabh, 

Rongpur subscribed later on Rs. 50/- to the Samiti's fund. The following 

were the members of the Executive Committee. 14 

Hem Chandra Gosain (Goswami)15 

Professor Padmanath Bhattacharyya. Vidyavinod, M.A 16 

Lakshminarayan Chatterjee, M.A. 17 

Suresh Chandra Banerjee 18 

Gauri Kanta Talukdar 19 

Munshi Azizur Rehman 20 

The first executive Committee was formed with the above mentioned 

learned members. Besides there were the following ordinary members from 

Assam. Not surprisingly, there was a significant Bengali presence 

(indicated and identifiable so by the use of the honorific 'Babu', while the 

Assamese names were preceded by the honorific 'Srijut') at every level of 
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these endeavours, indicating the strong intellectual inspiration and material 

support that these received as much from Bengal as from within Assam. 

Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharyya Kaviratna 21 

Tarakeswar Bhattacharyya 22 

Rai Bhupal Chandra Basu Bahadur, M.A., M.R.A.S., M.R.A.C. 23 

Rai Upendra Nath Kanjilal Bahadur, F.L.S 

Maulavi Muhiduddin Ahmad Khan Bahadur 25 

Mr. Rasavihari Nandi, M.I.C.E. 26 

Sri jut Sarat Chandra Goswami, M.A., B.T. 27 

Babu Kapileswar Bhattacharyya 28 

Babu Ramadas Brahma 29 

Pratap Chandra Goswami 30 

Babu Gopal Krishna Dey 31 

Babu Umesh Chandra De 32 

Anandaram Choudhuri 33 

Rajanikumar Das 34 

Lakshiram Bora 35 

Uttamchandra Barua 36 

Prasannanarayan Choudhuri 37 

J agadbandhu Das 38 

Babu Hemchandra Guha 39 

Babu Nishi Kanta Biswas 40 

Rukmimikanta Chakravarti, B.A 41 

24 



Tarini Charan Sarma 42 

Govindachandra Sarma 43 

Sahadeva Goswami 44 

Sonaram Choudhuri 45 

Thanuram Deka 46 

Laghanuram Choudhuri 47 

Kumar Bipranarayan, B.A. 

Besides there were other members from outside of Assam as

Babu Surendrachandra Ray Choudhury 48 

Babu Annadaprasad Sen 49 

Kumar Nityendranarayan 50 

Khan Choudhuri Maulavi Amanatullah Ahmad 51 

In addition the Samiiti had also the following Honorary Members

Mahamahopadhayaya Hara Prasad Sastri, M.A., C.I.E 52 

Babu Akshay Kumar Maitreya, Panchanan, B.A., B.L. 53 
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Babu Nagendra Nath Vasu, Prachyavidyamaharnava, 

Sidhantavaridhi, M.R.A.S. 54 

Sir Devaprasad Sarvadhikari. 55 

Channdradhar Baruah, Sahityaratna. 56 

Sir M.V. Joshi 57 

Dr.J.H. Hutton 58 

Sir Saiyad Muhammed Sadullah 59 

K.N. Dikshit 60 



Rai Bahadur Ghanashyam Barua 
61 

Luhit Chandra Nayak 62 

Rai Bahadur Devicharan Barua 
63 

Khan Bahadur Saiyed Abdul Mazid 
64 

B.C. Allen. 65 

Sir Henry Kerr. 66 

G.A. Small 67 

R.D. Banerjee 68 

Sir Larrie Hammond. 69 

h 70 A.W.Bot am. 

Ruhini Kummar Hatibarua, B.A., M.L.C 
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The Samiti was fortunate to secure the patronage of such high placed 

personages as: 

The Hon'ble Sir Archdale Earle, K.C.I .. E., I.C.S 71 

The Hon'ble the Maharaja Jitendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur of Koch-

Behar. 

The Hon'ble Sir Edward Gait, K.C.S.I 72
. 

The Hon'ble Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon, C.S.I., CIE. 73 

The Hon'ble Raja Prabhat Chandra Borooah Bahadur of Gauripur, 

Assam. 

The fact is that almost all the leaders of the antiquarian Societies of 

Eastern India of the time were associated with the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti in one or the other capacity added prestige to the Samiti, which also 
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demonstrates the deep involvement of these patriotic minded scholars in 

unfurling the ancient past, with special reference to this region, and their 

commitment to work unitedly for achieving the same goal. 
74 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti stands on the south bank of the 

historic Dighali Pukhuri (a tank) flanked on the east by the Rabindra 

Bhawan and on the west by the District Library. Hard by the south west of 

the Assam State Museum (Established by the Samiti on 21st April, 1940) 

stands the Bhagawati Prasad Barna Bhawan, the Gauhati Branch of the 

Assam Sahitya Sabha, and the Art Gallery, Govt. of Assam in front of 

which is situated the District Congress Office. On the east of the Rabindra 

Bhawan a cultural institute at present housing the Department of Cultural 

Affairs and the Lalit Kala Academy stands the central High School on 

whose premises valuable archaeological objects were discovered a few 

years back, as a result of which the site came to be known as the Ambari 

Archaeological Site. Further to the east is the campus of the Assam Textile 

Institute, where the Cottage Industries and the Government Sales Emporium 

are situated. On the western bank of Dighali Pukhuri stands Handique Girls' 

College and the Nabin Chandra Bordoloi Hall & Library and the 

Department of Zoology and Botany of Cotton College. The Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti is thus situated at a place with academic and cultural 

atmosphere- a fitting place for the location of a research institute. 75 At 

present it comes under the same campus of the Assam State Museum. 
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Rules 

For proper functioning of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti it was 

necessary to frame certain rules, which would govern the system. It was 

desirable to bring the working of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti in the 

lines of the various other research societies a set of rules were framed for 

adoption with effect from 1st of April, 1916. As per the decision of the 

Executive Committee total twenty five rules (after being approved) were 

printed in a leaflet form at the Labanya Press, Gauhati. Anandi Ram Das 

printed the Rules.76 Later on it was circulated among the public. 

The rules of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti were as follows: 

1. Name: 

The name of the Research Society is the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Sarniti or the Assam Research Society, and the second title should be used 

along with the first in all cases where there is the likelihood of the first 

being readily understood. 

2. Jurisdiction: 

The Samiti would have its jurisdiction for research work over the 

area formerly included in the sacred and ancient province of Kamarupa now 

comprised within Assam, Eastern and Northern Bengal and Cooch-Behar. 

Research work would also be extended to any other parts of India if 

anything relating to ancient Kamarupa happened to be extent therein. 

3. Object: 
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The main object of the Samiti was to carry on researches in matters 

relating to History, Anthropology, Ethnography etc. i.e. all that usually 

came under the purview of a Research Society and to collect books, 

manuscripts, coins, copper plates, statues, carved stones, anthropological 

articles etc. i.e. the things that should find place in a library and a museum 

should be made over to the Government to be placed in the proposed 

Government Museum at Gauhati. 

4. Official Year: 

The official year of the Samiti would begin from 151 April of the 

year. 

5. Members: 

The members would be classified in to three categories. 

i) Ordinary Members 

ii) Associate Members 

iii) Honorary Members 

Ordinary Members: 

A gentleman desiring to become an ordinary member of the Samiti 

would apply to the secretary in the form who would place the matter before 

a meeting of the Executive Committee and on his being provisionally 

elected as member by the executive Committee he will be required to pay 

the admission fee of Rs. 11- and an annual subscription of Rs. 3/-. Such 

election of members will be reported to and confirmed at the next general 

Meeting of the Samiti . A member will have to pay only half the promised 
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rate of subscription in the first year of his admission if he becomes a 

member after the month of September. 

Associate Members: 

An associate member will be elected in the same way as the ordinary 

member, only he will be exempted from payment of the annual 

subscription. None will be elected as associate member of the Samiti and 

unless his circumstances were considered unfavorable for payment of 

subscription. Even the admission fee may, if thought necessary, be 

exempted in special cases. 

Honorary Members: 

Any personage who had rendered distinguished service in the field of 

research and whose connection with the Samiti might be of material help to 

it, might be proposed in the Executive Committee for being elected as an 

Honorary member.: and if the proposal was accepted by at least three fourth 

of the members of the Executive Committee, it would be laid before a 

general meeting which will elect him as an Honorary member. 

6. Old Members: 

All the existing members would also be required to pay from the date 

of their membership an annual subscription of Rs. 3/- unless any of them be 

elected as Honorary or Associate member. 

7. Realization of Subscription: 

Subscription would become due at the first instance on the date of 

the executive Committee accepting his application for membership and then 
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on the 1st of April every year succeeding which should be paid within a 

month. Members in arrear will not be entitled to any privileges of the 

membership; and if the subscription be not paid within the year after 

remainder, the connection of the members in default will cease from the 1st 

of April following. 

Provided that the Executive Committee will have authority to write 

of any amount of subscription in arrears or to remit, in any deserving case 

the payment of subscription by any member. 

8. Life Member: 

An ordinary member might at any time pay Rs. 50/- and thus 

compound for all subsequent payments of the annual subscription and 

would be treated as 'Life member'. 

9. Privilege of Membership: A member would be entitled-

a) To have the publications of the Samiti either free of cost or at a 

subsidized price, as would be determined in each case of the 

publication by the Executive Committee. 

b) To have a free access to the Samiti's library, and also to its 

collection for the Museum, until the Government took over the 

charge of them. 

c) To attend and cast vote in the meetings. 

d) To be eligible for membership of the Executive Committee. 

e) To become an office bearer if elected. 
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10. Patrons: 

Personages of high eminence and distinction woulld be requested by 

the executive committee to become Patrons of the Samiti. 

The following personages would be regarded as the ex officio 

patrons- \ 

1) His Excellency the Governor of Assam. 

2) His Highness the Maharaja of Cooch Behar 

3) The Commissioner of the Assam Valley Districts. 

4) The Director of Public Instructions , Assam 

5) The Honourable Minister, Education, Assam. 

6) The Honourable Minister, Local Self Government, Assam. 

11. Benefactors: 

Any gentleman who would pay Rs. 5000/- to the funds of the Samiti 

or would give the Samiti things valued at Rs. 5000/- wouldl be treated as a 

"Benefactor" 

12. Privilege of the Patrons and Benefactors: 

The Patrons and the Benefactors would have all the privileges of the 

members. 

13. Executive Committee: 

The Executive Committee which would consist of eleven members 

would be formed in the following manner-



108 

About six weeks before the anniversary meeting all the members of 

the Samiti who were not in arrears will be asked if any of them were 

desirous of becoming a member of the Executive Committee. The list of 

names who gave their consent would then be circulated to all the members 

patrons and benefactors, requesting them to nominate seven persons from 

the list and those who would get the highest number of votes would become 

the elected member of the Executive Committee. In the event of any tie, the 

Executive Committee that would conduct the election, would meet the 

situation by nomination. The election and nomination would be conducted 

in such a way that at least two third of the members would be bonafied 

Assamese. 

14. Office Bearers: 

A meeting of the members of the newly formed Executive 

Committee would be held to elect from among themselves 

(a) A President 

(b) A Secretary 

(c) One or more Assistant Secretaries 

(d) A Treasurer 

These office bearer would hold their office for three years, but each 

of them might be reelected in the following term provided he succeeded in 

becoming a member of the Executive Committee and the election of the 

new office bearers. 
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15. Beginning of the new constitution: 

The old Executive Committee including their office bearers would 

continue to act up to date of formation of the new Executive Committee and 

the election of the new office bearers. 

16. Filling up Vacancies: 

If on account of resignation or any other reason a vacancy arose 

either among the office bearers or in the membership of the executive 

Committee, the remaining members of the Executive Committee would 

make the appointment for the rest of the year. Any member of the Executive 

Committee who would be absent from three consecutive meetings of the 

Executive Committee would be deemed to have resigned his membership of 

the said committee and the vacancy would be filled up in the above manner. 

The Executive Committee , however, would be able to condone the absence 

of a member from its meeting, if sufficient reasons were forthcoming. It 

would also be able to permit a member to be absent for a part of the year, in 

which case the Executive Committee might, if necessary, appoint temporary 

member to serve in the executive Committee during the absence of the 

permanent member. 

17. Powers and functions of the Executive Committee: 

The Executive Committee would be the Governing body of the 

Samiti and would decide all matters that would be put-up to it by the 

Secretary or through him by any other members of the Samiti and the 

decision would be final. 
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The Executive Committee would in addition to what wouldl be 

found mentioned in other paragraphs of these rules, have power also-

( a) To confirm appointment of clerks, amanuensis and menial 

servants that might be made by the Secretary. 

(b) To grant remuneration or honorarium to any person for 

any work done or undertaken by him for the Samiti. 

(c) To check all sorts of expenditures and to prepare the 

budget, which will be, laid before the General committee 

for approval. 

(d) To propose additions and amendments of the rules of the 

Samiti which however would have to be passed in a 

General meeting. 

(e) To prepare agenda for all the General meetings as well as 

for the anniversary meeting. 

(f) To pass the proceedings of its meetings and the reports, 

prospectus etc. that might be written by the secretary. 

(g) To make bye-rules for each matter as 

i) The management of the library and upkeep of the 

collections. 

ii) Opening of branches of the Samiti. 

iii) Arrangements for research, excursion and lecture 

tours. 
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h) To decide all questions of publication of works to be made 

by the Samiti or made in the name of the Samiti, but at 

that meeting two third of the members must be Assamese. 

Five members will form a quorum of the Executive 

Committee; but three members would form a quorum for a 

meeting of the executive committee, which had been 

concerned for the second or any subsequent times (the 

previous meeting or meetings not being held for quorum). 

Voting by proxy was allowed provided the proxy is a 

member of the executive Committee. 

18. Functions and power of the President: 

The President would have a general supervision over the affairs of 

the Samiti and would have power to nominate a Vice-President out of the 

executive Council to preside over meetings in his absence. In absence of the 

President or the Vice-President the members present in the meeting would 

elect a president among themselves for the sitting. Writing would make the 

appointment of Vice- president to the Secretary and the period would be 

clearly specified. 

19. Functions and power of the secretary: 

The Secretary would be the central figure in the management of the 

Samiti's business: all office bearers would act under his advice and direct 

supervision. No office bearer would do anything without making it known, 

previously if possible, to the secretary. 
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The Secretary would be the only recognized authority in drawing 

bills and making expenditure; other functionaries might be only with his 

permission sign bills and vouchers for him. The secretary would also have 

power besides what will be found mentioned in other paragraphs of these 

rules: 

i) To spend up to Rs. 25/- without the previous sanction of the 

Executive Committee. 

ii) To delegate a part of his function to one or both of his 

assistance. 

The secretary would briefly make the executive Committee apprised 

of whatever he might have done of his own motion since the previous 

sitting of the committee. 

20. Functions of the Assistant Secretaries: 

The assistant Secretaries would only do what was allotted to them by 

the Secretary. 

21. Treasurer: 

All amount that would be received by the Samiti would be deposited 

in to Post Office savings bank, the treasurer wouldl be in-charge of the 

Passbook He would withdraw money from the savings and deliver it to the 

payee, on receipt of a written order from the Secretary which together with 

the receipt off the payee would have to be carefully kept. He would also 

keep an account of the receipts and disbursements made through him, and 
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would deliver the account with the Passbook and the vouchers including 

Secretary's orders whatever he was asked to do by the Secretary. 

22. General Meeting: 

The General meeting of the Samiti would be held ordinarily after 

every three months or sooner when there would be sufficient work for such 

a meeting at the invitation of the Secretary to all the members of the Samiti 

including the Patrons and the Benefactors. Papers would be read, lecture 

delivered and exhibits made in the general meeting on matters concerned 

with the objects of the Samiti by the members and also by the persons 

introduced by the Secretary. 

The secretary would give an account of all work done after the 

previous sitting of the general meeting. Eleven members would form a 

quorum for the general meeting. 

23. Special General Meeting: 

On urgent and special cases a special general meeting might be 

arranged. In such a meeting, however, the ordinary routine works would not 

be gone through. 

24. Anniversary Meeting: 

The Anniversary meeting of the Samiti would be held if possible 

before the close of the year during the month of March. In it the names of 

the office bearers and of members of the Executive Committee of the 

succeeding year would be declared and the Secretary would submit a report 

on the work of the Samiti giving a synopsis of the Proceedings of its 
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meetings and also a statement of income and expenditure. In the annual 

meeting all members and patrons etc. will be invited. An auditor of 

accounts of the Samiti would be appointed in the meeting who would check 

the accounts up to 31st March and the accounts etc. audited would form part 

of the printed report. 

The outgoing Secretary would be responsible for the accounts of his times. 

25. Application for grants: 

The Secretary would apply to the Government and to those of the 

patrons who would kindly sanction any grant to the Samiti as annual 

contribution. 

The printed copy of the Rules consisting 12 Pages. At the end there 

is a Appendix. The APPENDIX contains the format of the application form 

for membership. The lay out of the application form is as follows: 77 



To 

Sir, 

APPLICATION FORM FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The Secretary 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

Gauhati, Assam 

Dated the 19 ... 
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I beg to say that I have read the rules of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Salniti and that I do hereby apply for its membership. I 

promise to pay an admission fee of Rs...... ..... and to regularly pay an 

annual subscription of Rs .......... . 

I shall try to further the object of the Samiti as much as lies in 

my power. 

Yours faithfully 

Name 

Designation 

Address 
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Prospectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

It is a fact that establishment of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

was inspired by the formation of Varendra Anusandhan Samiti, Rajshahi 

established in 1910. Before the establishment of the Varendra Anusandhan 

Samiti, one of its main architects Akshay Kumar Maitreya published a 

quarterly journal in 1899 A.D. titled "Aaitihasik Chinta" 78
• The journal 

contained articles only related to history and not story, poem or novel. The 

journal aimed to create historical awareness among the public. During those 

days the interest and consciousness of history among the educated class 

itself was poor. As a result the journal could not gain popularity and after 

one year of its birth it was ultimately stopped. However, it inspired the 

Bangiya Sahitya Parishad to publish a quarterly journal titled Itihasa at a 

later stage. It was an attempt to create awareness about importance of 

archaeological sources for reconstruction of the history of India in general 

and Bengal in particular. This required a groop of individuals with genuine 

interest because sources were of many types and an individual may not be 

master of all. 79 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, in order to make public aware 

about the necessity and urgency of such an institution, decided to publish 

the information through a prospectus as there was no previous exercise in 

this effect. After a gap of almost two years, Babu Kalicharan Sen, Hony. 

Secretary and Treasurer of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti published a 
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Prospectus on the 5th December, 1914 and widely circulated among 

European and Indian gentlemen asking for cooperation in the research 

activities of the Samiti . 80 The prospectus provided information about the 

formation of the society its structure, the names of the members and 

patrons, the plan of work, the works that the individual members of the 

Samiti had undertaken to do on behalf of the Samiti, research tours, other 

works of research, Retrospect and prospects and concluding prayers. 
81

The 

prospectus consisted of ten pages. 

The contents of the prospectus read as: 

Origin : In April 1912 there was a literary conference held at 

Kamakhya wherein a proposal was made to start a society here to carry on 

researches within the area covered by the sacred province of Kamarupa and 

so the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was formed. The idea certainly was 

not an original one, there had been a proposal to form a historical research 

society for the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam which did not, 

however, come in to effect on account of the dissolution of the province. 

Meanwhile, under the patronage of Kumar Saratkumar Ray, M.A of 

Rajshahi the Varendra Anusandhan Samiti was founded there and this 

Samiti followed suit. 82 

Special features : But though similar in name, the method of work had to 

be quite different from that followed by the Varendra Anusandhan Samiti. 

We did not have here a personage of the stamp of Kumar Saratkumar Ray 

who would ungrudgingly bear every item of expenditure, however high that 
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might be, for the Samiti ; and there was none here like Babu Akshay Kumar 

Maitreya, Panchanana, who could guide the affairs of the Samiti with 

confidence. It had therefore been thought advisable, for fund and for 

counsel, to seek for patronage of the high placed personages and to appoint 

as honorary members, persons who had distinguished themselves in the 

field of research. 

Patrons: The Samiti was to be congratulated on its secunng 

distinguished patrons; in fact wherever they had applied their request in this 

respect had met with ready response. The following were the august names 

of the Samiti's patrons: 

The Hon'ble Sir Archdale Earle, K.C.I.E., I.C.S, Chief commissioner 

of Assam (Chief patron). 

His Highness the Maharaja Sri Jitendranarayan Bhupa Bahadur of 

Koch Behar. 

The Hon'ble Mr. E.A. Gait, C.S.I, C.I.E., I.C.E, First member of the 

Executive Council of Bihar and Orissa. 

The Hon'ble Lieutenant Colonel P.R.T. Gurdon, C.S.I., I.A, 

Commissioner of the Assam Valley districts and Honorary Director of 

ethnography in Assam. 

Honorary Members: The following gentlemen kindly consented to 

become the Honorary Members of the Samiti: 

Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad Sastri, M.A., C.I.E, Vice President of the 

Asiatic Society of Bengal and President, Radha Anusandhan Samiti. 
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Babu Akshyayakumar Maitreya Panchanana, B.A., B.L., Director Varendra 

Anusandhan Samiti. 

Babu Nagendranath Vasu, Prachyavidyamaharnava, Sidhantavaridhi, 

M.R.A.S., Editor of the Viswakosha and President, Virabhumi Anusandhan 

Samiti. 

Members : Any one who wished to join the Samiti could become its 

member and at that time no subscription was asked for from the members. 

The names of the ordinary members were given in the APPENDIX; the 

members of the Executive Committee had their marked with asterisks (*). 

Office bearers : "For the present there is only one individual appointed 

as the Honorary secretary as well as treasurer. He is helped by an honorary 

Assistant Secretary, Babu Gopalkrishna De, Librarian of the Curzon Hall 

library" 83 
, Professor Padmanath Bhattacharyya. Vidyavinod, M.A. of the 

Cotton College also assisted the Secretary in the correspondence activities. 

Fund: At the very start of the Samiti the president of the Kamakhya 

Literary Conference Babu Sasadhar Ray, M.A. B.L., Pleader, High Court, 

Calcutta gave Rs. 25/- as a donation and Babu Annada Prasad Sen, 

Zamindar of Radhavallabh, Rangpur, had lately subscribed Rs. 50/- to the 

Samiti' s fund. There were other instances of small amounts paid by the 

members, but those did not call for any special mention. 

Plan of work : Considering the state of the fund and the capacity and the 

leisure at the disposal of the workers, the Samiti's plan was not to launch 

itself independently in to anywork that would require a good deal of 
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organization and money, but to do as much work as could be done with the 

help it expected from the government and the patron, and which could be 

taken up by its individual members. For instance, as it was impossible for it 

to have a Museum of its own, the Samiti had been trying its best to get a 

Museum established there by the government. A history of the Koch kings 

was being compiled under the patronage of His Highness the Maharaja 

Bahadur of Koch Behar and the Samiti had undertaken to render as much 

help in supplying materials as lays in its power to the compiler Khan 

Choudhury Maulavi Amanatullah Ahmad of Koch Behar who was also a 

member of the Samiti. A Social History of Kamarupa was also being 

compiled in the same way with the help of the Hon'ble the Raja Bahadur of 

Gauripur, the work having been undertaken by Nagendranath Vasu 

Prachyavidyamaharnava, one of the honorary Members of the Samiti. The 

other activities that the individual members had undertook to do on behalf 

of the Samiti were -

1. Kamarupa Sasanavali- A collection of all the copper-plate 

inscriptions, hitherto discovered, of the mediaval (i.e. Pre Koch

Ahom) rules of Kamarupa, with notes and translation in to Bengali; 

undertaken by Professor Padmanath Bhattacharyya. Vidyavinod, of 

Cotton College who had nearly finished his task. 

2. A translation in to Bengali of the Harshacharita by Banabhatta that 

contained a copious reference to Kamarupa of the ih century; taken 

up by Laksminarayan Chaterjee, M.A. of Cotton College. 
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3. A correct edition of the Yogini Tantra that has a reference to the 

annals of Kamarupa even up to the early Koch period, with notes and 

translation, by Hemchandra Gosain, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Gauhati. 

4. A Religious History of Assam with a special reference to the 

important sects of the Vaishanavas; in the course of compilation by 

Babu Umesh Chandra De, Head Clerk, Deputy Commissioner's 

office, Dhubri 

Research Tours : Members of the Samiti had sometimes formed in to small 

bodies of tourists to inspect places of historical importance, and also had 

either collected, or earmarked for collection, statues and other materials 

which might conveniently be placed in the Museum when started. 

Other Works of Research: Meanwhile, they had been doing other works 

of research as had come within their reach, the most important of which was 

the deciphering of the copperplates of Bhaskaravarman discovered in 

Sylhet; Professor Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod's article on the 

same had appeared in various magazines in Bengali, Assamese and English 

including the Epigraphica Indica. 

Retrospect and Prospect: The work of the Samiti had not certainly begun 

with a flash; they had proceeded slowly and carefully; and had been trying 

so long to gain strength which they had been fortunate in securing in the 

shape of high patronage. Several works of importance had been taken up in 

hand and workers had been proceeding there steadily though slowly. The 
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work of collection of materials (e.g. the various momentous of antiquity) 

would get an incentive when the museum would be built; and in this matter 

as infact in many others- the policy of the Samiti was to work in union with 

the Government Ethnographical Department. 

Concluding prayer: There remained much to do, no doubt, but the Samiti 

lacked fund for the same. As already stated they looked for grants from the 

government and their patron; but they hoped also that the public-spirited 

gentlemen in Assam and elsewhere would be pleased to make donations 

occasionally. It is their earliest prayer that every one of the educated people, 

especially in Assam, Europeans and Indians official and non officials, 

would encourage the Samiti by sympathy and cooperation at least if not also 

by monetary and contribution. They would be very happy and glad to 

receive suggestion and information relating to things with which their 

Samiti was concerned and if in this out of the way comer of India, a spirit 

of research and literary activity was stirred among the men of light 

including the student community- in any degree however small, then they 

would be gratified to think that the Samiti did not come in to existence in 

vain. It had its birth in the sacred place of Kamarupa and they had every 

hope that divine grace would always be upon it so that the Samiti would 

ever move in the path of steady progress. 

Babu Kalicharan Sen, the honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, Guwahati, signed and published it on the 5th 

December 1914. 
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In the APPEND IX of the prospectus the names of the ordinary 

members of the Anusandhan Samiti and names of the Executive members 

are * marked. 

The concluding page contains an appeal in the form A REQUEST 

which reads as: 

If any gentlemam comes across any (a) Statue (b) carved stone 

(c) coin (d) copper plate (e) Inscriptions (on rocks or stones) (f) 

Manuscripts (in Sanskrit, Assamese, Bengali or any other language) or 

(g) other things of historical or archaeological interest, he will kindly 

either send the same to the Samiti in case where that is not possible, or 

supply all necessary information relating thereto in order to enable the 

samiti to take steps for acquisition if practicable or -when this is 

deemed impossible- to obtain copy, impression, photograph or 

description thereof. All such collections will be deposited in the 

Government Museum shortly to be constructed at Gauhati. 

The address for communication also mentioned as

The Honorary Secretary 

Kamarupa Anusandhan samiti 

Gauhati, Assam. 

Constitution of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

A written constitution IS a pre requisite for any 

institution/organization being run on democratic principles. The Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti is a registered society and registered under Societies 
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Act having registered No. 85 of 1960-61. The Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti ( Assam Research Society) was established in 1912. The first set of 

rules for the governance of the Samiti was framed and adopted in 1916. 84 

Till 1983 the rules of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti framed and 

adopted in 1916 were executed through the Executive Committee. The 

members felt the need for a written constitution and in 1983 the rules were 

amended and a written constitution came to effect. There were certain 

modifications in clause and content of the rules when it was converted to 

Constitution.The original set of rules contains twenty-five clauses. The 

Constitution contains thirty-two clauses. The additional seven clauses seem 

to be very important. The constitution ( as amended in 1983) reads as 

follows: 

(The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti (Assam Research Society) was 

established in 1912. The first set of Rules for the governance of the Samiti 

was framed and adopted in 1916.) 

Name (1): The name of the Samiti would be Kamarupa Anusandhan 

samiti ( Assam Research Society) 

(Here under 'Samiti' and Society would mean Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti (Assam Research society). 

Object (2) : The object of the Samiti would be : 

(i) To carry on researches in matters relating to History, 

Archaeology, Ethnography, etc. 

(ii) To publish a journal and other works. 
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(iii) To collect books, manuscripts,coins, copper plates, 

statues, carved stones, anthropological articles etc. 

(iv) To organize seminars lectures, excursions, tours, and 

allied matters. 

(v) To create and confer titles; and 

(vi) To carry on such other activities m promoting the 

interest of the Samiti. 

The Samiti would be a purely non political voluntary body. 

Journal of the Samiti ( 4): A journal of the Samiti, named journal of the 

Assam Research Society, would be published annually or at intervals as 

might be decided by the Executive Committee. 

Official year (5) 

April. 

The official year of the Samiti, wouldl begin from 1st 

Members (6) : There would be four categories of members of the Samiti 

namely-

(a) Annual members 

(b) Life members 

(c) Honorary members and 
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(d) Associate members. 

Membership (7): A person of above 21 years of age fully agreeing with 

the objects of the Samiti and desiring to become an annual I a life member 

of the Samiti, and having been sponsored by a member of the Executive 

Committee, would apply in the prescribed form to the secretary of the 

Samiti who would place the matter before the executive committee, and on 

his/ her application being accepted, he /she would be enrolled as a member 

on payment of the membership fee of the Annual member or life member as 

the case may be . 

(NOTE: A person who was already an annual member of the 

Samiti on his/ her being enrolled as a life member, 

need not pay the admission fee) 

Honorary members (8) : Any person who had rendered distinguished 

service in the field of research and whose connection with the Samiti was 

expected to be of material help to it ,might be proposed in the executive 

committee for being elected as honorary member, and if the proposal was 

accepted by the members in the general meeting he/ she would be taken as 

an honorary member. 

Associate member (9) 

(a) The Samiti would have power to elect such person (s) as 

were expected to benefit the Samiti through their membership, 

as associate members of the Samiti; 
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(b) An Associate member would be enrolled in the same way 

as an annual member, but he/ she would be exempted 

from the payment of annual subscription and would not be 

eligible to become an office bearer or a member of the 

Executive Committee. 

Membership fee (10) : 

(a) Admission fee- Rs. 5.00 (Rupees five only) 

(b) Annual membership fee Rs. 15.00 (Rupees fifteen) 

(c) Life membership fee Rs. 200.00 ( Rupees two 

hundred) 

Cease of membership ( 11) : Members whose annual subscription ran in to 

arrears for two consecutive years would cease to be a member. 

Provided however, that the General body would have 

authority in special circumstances to write off any 

amount of subscription in arrears. 

However his/ her membership could be renewed by the 

Executive Committee. 

Privileges of membership (12): A member would be entitled-

I. To get a copy of the Samiti's journal free of cost and of 

other publications at reduced prices as may be 

determined from time to time by the Executive 

Committee. 
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11. To have a free access to the Samiti's library and its 

antiquarian collections; 

111. To attend and cast votes in the meetings. 

Patrons ( 13) Personages of high eminence and distinction would be 

requested by the Samiti to become patron of the Samiti. 

Benefactors (14) : Any person who pays a minimum of Rs. 5000/- to the 

fund of the Samiti or contributions to the Samiti property valued at a 

minimum of Rs. 5000/- or bears the cost of any publication or publications 

of the Samiti that requires an expenditure of a minimum of Rs. 5000/

would be called a benefactor. 

Executive Committee (15) 

consisting of fifteen members. 

There would be an Executive Committee 

(a) The terms of the Executive Committee would be three years. 

(b) Normally within 30 (thirty) days from the date of expiry of the 

term of the executive Committee, the members of the Samiti 

would elect a new Executive committee, including the office 

bearers from among themselves, in a general meeting called for 

the said purpose. A person who was not a member of the Samiti 

for the preceding year would not be eligible to be elected to the 

executive and to hold any office of the Samiti. 

Office Bearer ( 16) : The office bearers of the Samiti would be-

l. a President 

11. a Vice president 
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111. a Secretary 

IV. a Joint secretary 

v. an Assistant secretary 

VI. a Treasurer 

vn. an Editor of the journal. 

The office bearers of the Samiti would hold office for three years, 

but may be eligible for reelection for the same office for two more 

consecutive terms. 

Filling up Vacancies ( 17) 

(a) If on account of resignation or any other reason a 

vacancy arose among the office bearers, the 

executive Committee would fill up such vacancies 

with members from among themselves for the 

remaining period of the term. 

(b) Whenever a vacancy arose among the members of 

the Executive Committee other than the office 

bearers, such vacancy would be filled up by 

nomination, from among members of the Samiti, by 

the Executive Committee. 

Cease to be a Member (18): Any member of the Executive Committee who 

absents himself/ herself for three consecutive meeting of the Executive, 

would cease to be a member of the said committee, and the vacancy would 

be filled in the manner laid down in clause 17(b). The Executive 
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Committee, however, would have the power to condone the absence of a 

member from its meeting if sufficient reasons are furnished. 

Functions and Powers of the Executive Committee (19): The Executive 

committee shall be the governing body of the Samiti and its decision in all 

matters shall be final. However, the Executive Committee's decision will be 

subject to the discussion of the General Committee. 

The Executive Committee shall have the powers: 

1. To appoint employees for office establishment and fix their 

monthly salaries on a whole -time or part time basis; 

11. To sanction remuneration or honorarium to any person for any 

work undertaken for and on behalf of the Samiti. 

111. To check all sorts of expenditure and to prepare annual budget 

which shall be laid before an Annual meeting of the Samiti for 

approval. 

IV. To propose amendments to the constitution of the Samiti. 

v. To pass the proceedings of its own meetings and the reports, 

prospectus etc. 

v1. To fix time and date and prepare agenda for all General 

meetings and Annual meetings of the Samiti. 

vu. To make bye-laws for such matters as the management of the 

library and upkeep of the acquisition collections and 

arrangements for excursions, lectures, tours etc. 
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vm. To decide all questions of publication of works to be made by 

the Samiti or made in the name of the Samiti. 

IX. To acquire property and endowment funds for propagating the 

ideals of the Samiti and carry out publication projects. 

x. To do all such act as an incidental to its powers and duties. 

x1. To frame code and conduct for the members, office bearers 

etc. 

Session of the Executive Committee (20) There shall be at least four 

meetings of the executive committee in a year. 

Sub Committee(s) (21) : The executive Committee shall constitute sub 

committee(s) to perform works in different sections as and when felt 

necessary. 

Provided that the President shall preside over all the meetings of the 

sub committees and the Secretary or a member of the sub committee as 

authorized by the Secretary will act as convener of the respective sub 

committee(s). 

Quorum (22) : Eight members for the Executive Committee and one fifth 

for the general meeting shall form a quorum. 

Functions and powers of the office bearers (23) : 

(a) President The President shall have the powers of 

general supervision over the affairs of the Samiti and shall 

preside over meetings- both executive and General and 

Annual committee meetings. 
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(b) Vice President : The Vice President shall preside over the 

meetings of the samiti in the absence of the president and 

shall perform such duties as may be delegated by the 

president or empowered by the Executive Committee. 

In the absence of the President/ Vice president, the 

members present in the meeting shall elect a chairman 

from among themselves for the sitting. 

(c) The Secretary : 

1. The Secretary shall be responsible for the 

management of the Samiti' s business. 

n. The Secretary shall have the authority to draw 

bills and mcur expenditure, subject to clause 

23(d) 

n1. The secretary shall have the authority to spend 

up to Rs. 250.00 without sanction of the 

Executive Committee. 

IV. The Secretary may assign a part of his functions 

to the Joint secretary/ Assistant secretary. 

v. The Secretary shall briefly make the Executive 

Committee apprised of whatever he might have 

done of his own motion since the previous 

sitting of the committee. 
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v1. The Secretary shall convene the meeting of the 

executive committee and the annual and general 

meetings in consultation with the president, 

subject, however, to clause 19(b) 

vn. The Secretary shall keep accounts of all 

earnings and expenditures in proper way and 

shall place all such accounts before the 

executive committee for approval of the annual 

meeting. 

vm. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all 

records and properties of the Samiti, including 

the library, antiquities etc. 

IX. The Secretary shall keep and maintain all 

official records in proper form. 

(d) Treasurer: The Treasurer shall operate jointly with the 

secretary the bank accounts of the Samiti. 

General Meeting (24) : The General Meeting of the Samiti shall be 

convened once in three years to elect a new Executive committee, to adopt 

amendments to the constitution. 

Provided that notices of such General Meetings shall be 

served at least 15 days before the meeting. 
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Annual Meeting (25) 

1. The annual meeting of the Samiti shall be held 

within 2(two) months of close of the financial 

year, normally. 

11. The Scretary shall submit a report on the 

activities of the samiti giving a synopsis of the 

proceedings of its meetings and also a statement 

of income and expenditure. 

111. An auditor of accounts of the Samiti shall be 

appointed in this meeting who will check the 

accounts will form part of the printed report. 

Special General Meeting (26) : on urgent and special case, a special 

general. meeting may be convened 

Requisition Meeting (27) : The Secretary shall have to convene a special 

meeting when requisitioned by at least 20 (twenty) members of the Samiti 

in writing. 

In case the secretary fails to do so, the president shall convene the 

same. 

Funds of the Samiti ( 28) : The funds of the Samiti shall consist of : 

1. Membership fees (including admission fees) 

n. Income from sale proceeds and other sources. 

111. Grants-in-aid from the state/central governments 

and other institution/ organizations. 
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tv. Donations, contributions, etc. 

v. Endowments etc. 

All money receipts shall be deposited m a bank account 

within a week. 

The life membership fee shall be deposited in a fixed account 

or by purchase of N.S.C and the interest accrued on them will 

be the receipt of the Samiti. 

Amendments to the Constitution (29) : 

1. The Executive Committee in the General Meeting may 

propose an amendment to the constitution. 

11. Such amendments, if accepted by a two third of the 

members present shall be incorporated in the 

constitution. 

111. The amendments shall come in to force on such date 

and at such time as the General Meeting decides. 

Maintenance of Discipline ( 30) The Executive committee shall provide 

for all categories of members a code of conduct in the letter and spirit of the 

constitution for their guidance and any break of the code shall constitute an 

act of indiscipline. 

Article 31. : The Samiti may sue or be sued in the name of the President or 

the Secretary, provided that it shall be competent for any person having 

claim or demand against the President or the Secretary of the Samiti. 
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Article 32 

(a) Any number not less than three-fifth of the members of the 

Samiti may determine that it shall be disolved and thereupon 

it shall be dissolved at any time then agreed upon and all 

necessary steps be taken for disposal and settlement of the 

property of the Samiti, it claims and libalities as the governing 

body shall find expedient. 

Provided that the Samiti shall not be dissolved unless three

fifth of its members expressed a wish for such dissolution by 

their votes delivered in person at a general meeting convened 

for the purpose. 

(b) If upon the dissolution of the Samiti, there remains after the 

satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities, any property; 

whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to or distributed among 

the members of the Samiti or any of them but shall be handed 

over to the state government to be given to some other like 

Institution or society as the State government deems it proper. 

III. Decentralization of Powers and Functions of the Samiti 

The foundation of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti marked the 

beginning of the indological and historical research in Assam. The idea to 

form this society was conceived by one or two enlightened scholar(s) and 

supported by the persons having interest in the field of enquiring and 

investigating the glorious past of the region. From its inception the Samiti is 
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a membership organization. The four categories of members of the Samiti 
85 

included different classes of professionals both within and outside of 

Assam. 

It was desirable to bring the working of the Samiti in the lines of the 

various other research socities a set of rules were framed for adoption with 

effect from 1st April, 1916 . 86 The draft rules of the Samiti were passed on 

lih June 1916.87 

Rule 13 of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti states that the executive 

Committee, which will, consists of eleven members, will be formed in the 

following manner: 

About six weeks before the anniversary meeting all the members of 

the Samiti who are not in arrears, will be asked if any of them desirous of 

becoming a member of the Executive Committee. A list of the names of 

those who will give their consent will then be circulated to all the members, 

patrons and benefactors, requesting them to nominate seven persons from 

the list, and those who will get the highest number of votes shall become 

the elected members of the Executive Committee. The old Executive 

Committee will nominate the remaining four members. The election and 

nomination should be conducted in such a way that at least two thirds of the 

members will be bonafide Assamese. 88 

The Executive Committee will be the governing body of the Samiti 

and will decide all matters. Decentralization of powers is a popular 

democratic principle and the Executive was formed through an indirect 
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voting. However when the constitution of Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

came in to force the number of the Executive Committee members 

increased to fifteen and the term of the Executive Committee was fixed as 

three years. 

In accordance with the rules, an Executive Committee was formed 

on 10-11-1916 for the remaining period of the year 1916-17 and the 

following gentlemen were elected and nominated as laid down in rule 13 89 

Mr.Sarat Chandra Goswami 

, Satyanath Bora 

, Rai Bhuban Ram Das Bahadur 

, Ramdev Sarma 

, Gauri Kanta Talukdar 

, Hem Chandra Goswami 

Md.Munshi Azizur Rahman 

The above were the elected members and the following three were 

the nominated members. 

Mr.Suresh Chandra Banerjee 

, Jogendra Nath Barna 

, LakshmiNarayan Chatterjee, M.A. 

The first Executive Committee was formed m 1914 with the 

following seven members 90 
: 

Mr. Hem Chandra Gosain (Goswami) 

Babu Kalicharan Sen 



Prof. Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod, M.A. 

Lakshmi Narayan Chatterjee, M.A 

Mr. Gaurikanta Talukdar 

Babu Suresh Chandra Banerjee 

Munshi Azizur Rahman. 
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Article 19 of the Constitution of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

vested powers on the executive Committee for all-important decision. 

However, the Executive Committee's decision will be subject to the 

discussion of the General Committee 91 

To perform the activities in different sections and to keep liaison 

with other agencies, the executive Committee will constitute Sub 

Committee(s) as and when felt necessary. Provided that the President shall 

preside over all the meetings of the Sub Committees and the Secretary or a 

member of the Sub Committee as authorized by the secn~tary will act as 

convenor of the respective Sub Committee(s).92 

The powers and functions of the office bearers of the Samiti have 

been clearly defined in the Constitution giving well-defined instructions and 

limitations. 

With a view to attaining closer supervision of the activities of the 

Samiti, the work has been divided in to several departments and the 

following allotment of functions have been made from the year 1926. 

Incharge of collection of ancient relics : Mr. Sarveswar Kataki 

Incharge of excursion : Mr. Nabin Chandra Talukdar 
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lncharge of propaganda and press report : Mr. Jnana Nath Barua. 

Till 31 81 December, 1926 Mr. Sarveswar Kataki was officiating as incharge 

of propaganda and press report. Mr. Jnana Nath Barua assumed charge with 

effect from 1st November, 1926. 93
• 

Functions of the Samiti 

The main object of the Samiti is to carry on researches in matters 

relating to history, archaeology, ethnography etc- all that usually comes 

under the purview of a research society, and to collect books, manuscripts, 

coins, copperplates, statues, carved stones, etc. i.e. the things that should 

find place in a library and museum of such society 94
• 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti had passed through its stages of 

infancy, and the devotion of its selfless workers and sympathizers has made 

the institution worthy of a rank with other similar organizations of India. It 

stores within the limited space of its rooms and compound a brilliant 

assortment of historical articles. The government and the public have 

contributed to its fast expanding museum, articles of antiquarian interest 

and of a multifarious characters, curious images, inscribed stones, martial 

weapons, regalia and tokens of currency. 95 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is engaged practically in doing 

the work, which is elsewhere carried on under the auspices of Research 

Universities. The work of an antiquarian institution like the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti is bound to be imperceptible and slow. A lot of 

spadework has to be done and a lot of correspondence has to be entered in 
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to before any historical article can be acquired for the museum or the 

library. There must be someone to give information regarding the existence 

of a historical relic, a cannon or a sword a Puthi or an image. The owner 

should be persuaded to part with it. Somebody must be sent to acquire and 

bring it to the Samiti, or the owner requested to send it. All this involves an 

unavoidable circumlocutory process. Besides one has to fight with the 

sentiments of the owners, who are natuarally unwilling to part with family 

heirloom.96 

Another function of a representative antiquarian Society is to educate 

public minds in the value of old historical articles. An image or a historical 

relic embedded on the earth has no importance to a layman. Some training 

coupled with sentiment is necessary to attach to it any importance and to 

realize the part, which it can play in the reconstruction of the past history of 

the land. To educate the public in the historical value of these relics is 

another function of an institution like Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. For 

that purpose, pamphlets and literature widely broadcast should be 

continually streaming from the institution and stock must be taken every 

now and then of all antiquarian work and activities. 97 

Article 2 (Object) of the constitution of Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti defines the functions of the Samiti. Accordingly, since its inception 

the Samiti has been working towards the fulfillment of its objectives. With 

the aim of establishing a museum of its own at Gauhati, the Samiti 

approached the Government of Assam. It started collecting antiquities for 
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the purpose and housed them in the western room of its office cum library 

buildings. The present Assam State Museum was established in 1940 A.D. 

as a result of the persistent efforts and with the antiquities collected by the 

Samiti..98 

The anniversary meeting of the Samiti was to be held annually and in 

these meetings usually papers on historical, ethnological and allied subjects 

were read. The working of the society has created a wider interest in these 

subjects throughout the province. Since the foundation of the society not 

less than five copperplate inscriptions of the old Kamarupa kings have been 

brought to light through the endeavours of some of the members of the 

society 99 

. These newly discovered epigraphic records had considerably 

illuminated the history of ancient Kamarupa. All who took interest in 

antiquarian research in Assam had long felt the want of a journal of the 

society. This journal was published with a view to supply that wants. 

Assamese scholars engaged in research will now be able to publish the 

result of their labour in this journal and thus their contributions, will, it is 

hoped, come to the notice of orientalists throughout India and abroad 100
• 

The Samiti has started this enterprise although its financial condition 

was not prosperous. Realizing the importance of a journal of the Samiti Rai 

Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna remarked - "Every province in India has one or 

more journal of this type. It does not certainly look well that Assam, one of 
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the eight major provinces in India, should be without a journal, devoted to 

historical and antiquarian research as organ of its research society" 101 

Accordingly, in 1933 the Samiti started a research journal. The 

Journal of the Assam Research Society, which is still continuing its 

publication. It is a matter of satisfaction that the Samiti is still devoting to 

its ideals as one of the front ranking research centres of the whole of the 

North Eastern Region of India 102
• 

The Samiti not only collected and preserved, but also encouraged its 

individual members to decipher the rock and copper plate inscriptions in its 

possession. Prof. Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod, an active member 

of the Samiti thus complied the Kamarupa Sasanavali. The Early History of 

Kamarupa was another well-known treatise by Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal 

Barna, a member of the Samiti. Other individual scholars benefited from the 

Samiti were: 

a) Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad in writing the History of 

the Koch Kings 

b) Prachayavidyamaharnava Nagendranath Vasu m writing the 

Social History of Kamarupa in three Volumes. 

c) Prof. Lakshminarayan Chatterjee in translating into English the 

Harshacharita of Banabhatta. 

d) Pandit Hemchandra Goswami in preparing a correct version of 

the Yoginitantra and other writings. 
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e) Prof. Umesh Chandra De m writing A Religious History of 

Assam. 

f) Dr. Maheswar Neog in preparing his Prachya-Sasanavali. 

g) Dr. Dimbeswar Sarma in preparing Kamarupa Sasanavali (in 

English) 

In spite of its meagre fund, the Samiti besides its journal and other 

monographs, has published some valuable books from its manuscripts
103

. 

The Samiti had organized seminars and lectures by distinguished scholars in 

different times. 

Membership 

An organization is what its members are, and an analysis of the 

participation of the members of this region in the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti will help us to determine the volume and character of the 

contributions of the members to the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti.The 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was formed on th April, 1912 with only 

twelve members actually present on that day The founder members hailed 

from different professions who took keen interest in investigating the 

glorious past of the state. 

Article 7 of the Constitution of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti defines 

the eligibility of membership as: 

A person of above 21 years of age fully agreeing with the objects of 

the Samiti and desiring to become an annuaVlife member of the Samiti, and 

having been sponsored by a member of the Executive Committee, would 
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apply in the prescribed form 104 to the secretary of the Samiti, who would 

place matter before the Executive Committee, and his /her application being 

accepted, he /she shall be enrolled as member on payment of the 

membership fee of the annual member or life member as the case may be. 

A set of rules for proper working of the Samiti in the lines of other research 

societies was adopted with effect from 1st April 1916. The Commissioner of 

Assam Valley District approved the same in a General meeting presided by 

him. 105 

Articles 5 of the Rules has classified the members in to three classes 

VlZ. 

1. Ordinary members 

11. Associate members 

111. Honorary members. 

Besides persons of high eminence and distinction will be requested by the 

Executive committee to become patrons of the Samiti. 

The said rule was amended in 1983 and as per the constitution of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti Article 6 defines: 

There shall be four categories of members of the Samiti viz.: 

1. Annual members 

11. Life members 

111. Honorary members 

tv. Associate members 
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Any person who has rendered distinguished service in the field of research, 

and whose connection with the Samiti is expected to be of material help to 

it, may be proposed in the Executive Committee to be elected as honorary 

member and if the proposal is accepted by the members in the General 

Meeting he/she will be taken as an honorary member 106
• 

Associate Members: 

1. The Samiti shall have power to elect such person(s) as one 

expected to benefit the Samiti through their membership, as 

Associate members of the Samiti 

n. An Associate member shall be enrolled in the same way as an 

Annual member, but he/she shall be exempted from the 

payment of annual subscription and shall not be eligible to 

become an office bearer or a member of the Executive 

Committee. 

Person desiring to enroll himself as member of the Samiti under the 

category mentioned above is required to pay the fee as fixed for that. The 

Executive Committee may review the rate as per recommendation of the 

general meeting. Members whose annual subscription runs into arrears for 

two consecutive years shall cease to be a member. The general body shall 

have the authority in special circumstances to write of any amount of 

subscription in arrears. The Executive Committee can renew such 

membership 107
• 
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In accordance with the rules an Executive Committee was formed on 

lOth November, 1916 for the remaining period of the year 1916-17 and the 

following gentlemen were elected and nominated as laid in rule 13. 

Elected members: 

Mr. Saratchandra Goswami 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

Satya Nath Bora 

Rai Bhuban Ram Das Bahadur 

Ramdeva Sarma 

Gauri Kanta Talukdar 

Hem Chandra Goswami 

Munshi Azizur Rahman 

Nominated members: 

Mr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee 

Mr. Jogendra Nath Barooah 

" 
LakshmiNarayan Chatterjee 

The members of the committee elected the following office bearers 

under rule 14 on 10-12-1916: 

Rai Bahadur Bhuban Ram Das (President) 

Babu Kalicharan Sen, B.L. (Secretary) 

Mr. Gauri Kanta Talukdar (Asst. Secretary) 

" 
Jogendranath Barooah, M.A., B.L (Treasurer) 

The number of members of the samiti upto 14th July, 1916 was 

eighty five but as many of them did not pay their subscription fees for 1916-
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17 in accordance with the rule 7, the number of members dwindled to thirty 

six 108 .Attempt was made to induce the other members who were in arrears 

to pay their subscription for the year 1916-17. 

Within a period of about 14 years the number of members was 

increased. The membership was not only restricted in Gauhati but in other 

districts of the province also recorded a good number of enthusiastic 

members representing all literate and learned classes of the society. Some 

distinguished personalities also occupied the position of patrons and 

honorary members. The highest number of ordinary members enrolled in 

Gauhati was fifty-five and the lowest being in Nowgong and Surama Valley 

numbering two each. It is note worthy that for the first time in the history of 

the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti a lady member was enrolled as an 

ordinary member that also from not the home district, but from another 

district 109
• The records of membership (patrons and members) as per 

Samiti's record from 1916-1927 are as: 110 

Patrons: 

1. His Excellency Sir John Henry Kerr, K.C.S.I, K.C.I.E.,I.C.S., 

Governor of Assam. 

2. Sir Archdale Earle, Formerly Chief Commissioner of the Assam 

Valley Division, 
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3. Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon, C.S.I, I.A. (retired), Formerly 

Commissioner of the Assam Valley Division, C/0 Lloyds Bank 

Cox's and King's Branch, 6 Pall Mall, London, S.W.I. 

4. Sir Edward Gait, FormerlyLieutenant-Governor of Bihar and 

Orissa, Cranmer Lodge, camberley, England. 

5. Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua of Gauripur, P.O Gauripur, Assam 

6. H. C. Bernes Esq, C.I.E, I.C.S., M.A. Commissioner of the Assam 

Valley Division. 

Honorary Members: 

1. Sir Praphullachandra Ray. kt., C.I.E., D.Sc.,Ph.D, University 

College of Science, 91 Upper Cercular Road, Calcutta. 

2. Mahamahomahopadhyaya Padmanath Bhattacharyya, 

Vidyavinod, M.A., Formerly Senior Professor of Sanskrit in 

Cotton College, Gauhati, 45 House Katara, Banares City 

3. Mahamahopadhaya Haraprasad Sastri, M.A.C.I.E, 26 Pataldenga 

Street, Calcutta. 

4. Rai Saheb Nagendranath Vasu Prachya-vidya-maharnava, 9 

Biswakarma Lane, Bagbazar, Calcutta. 

Ordinary Members: 

Members Resident at Gauhati 

1. Dr. D. Thomson, M.A., B.Sc., Ph.D., I.E.S., Principal 

Cotton College.Gauhati 

2. Mr. Jnanadabhiram Baua, Barrster-at-law, Principal, 
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3. Mr. R.Cullis Goffin, M.A., I.E.S., Senior Professor of English, 

Cotton College, Gauhati. 
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4. Suryya Kumar Bhuyan, M.A., B.L., A.E.S., Professor of English, 

Cotton College, Uzan Bazar, Gauhati. 

5. Banikanta Kakati, M.A., A.E.S., Professor of English 

Cotton College, Gauhati. 

6. Babu Bhubanmohan Sen, M.A., A.E.S., Professor of History 

Cotton College, Cotton Hindu Hostel, Gauhati. 

7. Babu Bijaychandra Sen Gupta M.A., A.E.S., Professor of 

History, Cotton College, Cotton Hindu Hostel, Gauhati. 

8. Maulavi Saiyid Muhammad Muhibullah, M.A., A.E.S., Professor 

of Arabic and Persian, Cotton College, Cotton Moslem Hostel, 

Gauhati 

9. Maulavi Abul Fazal Syed Ahmad, M.A., A.E.S., Lecturer in 

Arabic and Persian, Cotton College, Cotton Moslem Hostel, 

· Gauhati. 

lO.Pandit Lakshminath Sarma Kaviratna, M.A., Headmaster, 

Collegiate School, Gauhati. 

11. Sarveswar Sarma Kataki, L.T., Assistant Master Collegiate 

School, Gauhati. 

12.Jaltiram Lahkar, L.T., Assistant Master Collegiate School, 

Gauhati 
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13. Saniram Bora, Teacher, Satribari Mission School, Satribari, 

Gauhati 

14. Muktadhar Sarma, Clerk-Librarian, Earle Law College; 

Sukreswar, Gauhati. 

15. Rai Bhahadur Radhanath Phukan, M.A., B.L., Temporary 

Additional Session Judge, Assam Valley Division; Uzanbazar, 

Gauhati. 

16.Bharatchandra Das, B.A., Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Gauhati. 

17. Siddheswar Gohain, M.A., B.L., Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Gauhati. 

18. Hemchandra Goswami, Retired Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Uzanbazar, Gauhati 

19.Jogendranath Barna, M.A., B.L., Officiating Subordinate and 

Assistant Session Judge, Assam Valley Division, Uzan Bazar, 

Gauhati. 

20. Ramesh Chandra Das M.A., B.L., Pleader Judges Court; lecturer, 

Earle Law College, Uzan Bazar, Gauhati. 

21. Rai Bahadur Krishnachandra Choudhuri, Retired Extra Assistant 

Commissioner; Uzan Bazar, Gauhati. 

22.Babu Prabhatchandra Roy, B.A., Superitendent of Excise, Paltan 

Bazar, Gauhati. 



152 

23. Mr. Upendranath Barbarua, B.Sc, (Cal) L.L.B (queens) barrister 

at law; Advocate Calcutta High Court; officiating lecturer, Earle 

Law College. 

24. Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen B.L. Government Pleader, Pan 

Bazar, Gauhati 

25. Aswini Kumar Choudhuri, B.L., M.L.C, Bharalumukh, Gauhati. 

26. Kamakhyaram Barua, B.L Pleader, Judges Court Bharalumukh, 

Gauhati. 

27. Bishnuram Medhi. M.Sc., B.L, Pleader, Judges Court Uzan 

Bazar, Gauhati 

28. Gaurikanta Talukdar, B.L., Pleader Judges Court Gauhati. 

29. Babu Hemantakumar Lahiri, M.A., B.L., Pleader, Judges Court 

,Gauhati. 

30. Jogendranath Barua, B.L., Pleader, Judges Court, Gauhati. 

31. Kaliram Barman, B.L., Pleader Judges Court, Gauhati. 

32. Babu Satyendramohan Lahiri M.A., B.L. Pleader, Judges Court, 

Fatashil Bazaar, Gauhati. 

33. Sisirkumar Barua B.L., Pleader Judges Court, Uzan Bazar, 

Gauhati. 

34. Maulavi Shah Syed Muhibul Haque, B.L., Pleader, Judges Court, 

Lakhtakia, Gauhati. 

35.Jnanath Bora B.L., Pleader, Judges Court, Uzan Bazar, Gauhati. 
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36. Siddhinath Sarma B.L. Pleader Judges Court, Uzan Bazar, 

Gauhati. 

37. Umakanta Goswami, B.L. Pleader, Judges Court, Sukreswar, 

Gauhati. 

38. Maulavi Herasat Ullah, B.L., Pleader, Judges Court, 

Dighalipukhuri, East Gauhati. 

39. Ramadev Sarma, Muktiar, Sukreswar, Gauhati. 

40. Harendra Kumar Choudhuri, M.A., Bharalumukh., Gauhati 

41. Chandrakumar Agarwalla, New Press, Gauhati. 

42. Maulavi Hazi Muhammad Shah, Mauzadar of Luki 

43. Nabin Chandra Talukdar, Land holder, Pan Bazar, Gauhati. 

44. Prasannanarayan Choudhuri, Clerk, Deputy Commissioner's 

Office, Barpetiapara, Gauhati 

45. Sonaram Choudhuri, Government pensioner, Rangmahal, P.O 

North Gauhati 

46. Govindachandra Sarma, Panda of Kamakhya Mandir. 

47. Tarinicharan Sarma, Panda of Kamakhya Mandir. 

48. Lakshminath Das, M.Sc., Superintendent of Water Works. 

49. Keshav Chandra Das, B.A., B.T., Deputy Inspector of Schools, 

Gauhati 

50. Jagadananda Choudhuri, Contractor, Paltan Bazaar, Gauhati 

51. Rajendralal Uzir, Sub deputy Collector, Uzan Bazar, Gauhati 
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52. Nilanath Sarma, Personal Assistant to the Commissioner of the 

Assam Valley Division, Gauhati. 

53. Suryakanta Barua, Sub Inspector of Schools, Gauhati 

54. Chitramala Barua, Sub Inspector of Schools, Gauhati 

55. Tirthanath Phukan, B.L.Pleader; lecturer, Earle law College. 

District Kamarupa outside Gauhati 

I. Pratapchandra Goswami, P.O. Nalbari 

2. Pratapnarayan Choudhuri, Mauzadar 

3. Raisaheb Rajanikanta Choudhuri, Mauzadar of Sorbhog 

4. Chintaharan Patgiri, P.O Sorbhog 

District Goalpara 

I. Rai Bahadur Anandachandra Agarwala, I.P.S., Suparitendent of 

Police, Dhubri 

2. Kumar Dwipnarayan Deb of Bijni, P.O Baitamari 

3. Babu Dwijeshchandra Chakravarti, M.A., B.L., Dewan of 

Gauripur Raj, Gauripur 

4. Harinath Pathak Choudhuri, Sub Registrar, Dhubri. 

5. Bhutnath Chakravarti, P.O. Bagribari. 

District Nowgong 

I. Mrs. L.G.Stenstall, Indigo Plantation, Lanka, A.B.R 

2. Mrs. Labanyamayi Webb, Lumding, A.B.R 

District Darrang 

I. Mr. Chandranath Sarma , B.L. Pleader, Tezpur 
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2. Babu Debnarayan Ghosh, Tezpur 

3. Indreswar Barthakur, B.A. Assistant headmaster, Government 

High School, Tezpur 

4. Raisaheb Padmanath Gohain Barua, Special literary Pensioner 

and Honorary Magistrate. 

5. Mr. Lakhikanta Misra Bhagabati, Teacher Government High 

School, Tezpur 

6. Rajanikumar Padmapati, Government Pensioner, Tezpur 

7. Rajkumar Dharmanarayan Deb, Darrang-Rajar Howly, 

Mangaldoi 

8. Kaliram Medhi, M.A., Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Mangaldoi. 

District Sibsagar 

1. Mr. G.A. Small, B.A., I.E.S., Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley 

Division, Jorhat 

2. Mr. Saratchandra Goswami, B.A., B.T., A.E.S. Assistant 

Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Division, Jorhat 

3. Mr. Bishnuprasad Dowerah, B.L., Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Jorhat 

4. Mr.Nakaulchandra Bhuyan, Dhekiajuli Tea Estate, P.O Titabar. 

5. Mr.Damdarudhar Borgohain, Barham Tea estate, P.O., Sonari 

6. Mr. M.Handiqui, Nagenijan Tea Estate 

7. Mr. NirmalChandra Hazarika, Saloi Tea Estate, P.O.Selenghut 
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District Lakhimpur 

1. Mr. R.G. Gulliland, Tea Planter, Lepetakata Tea Company, P.O 

Barbarooah. 

2. Mr. T.P.M. O'Callaghan, Political Officer, Sadiya Frontier Tract, 

Sadiya. 

3. Mr. M. Frasher Burney, Manager, Dikam Tea Estate. P.O. Dikam 

4. Mr. Abinash Chandra data, Income tax officer, Dibrugarh 

5. Benudhar Rajkhowa, B.A. Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Dibrugarh. 

6. Mr. Sarveswar Barna, B.L., M.L.C., Pleader, North Lakhimpur. 

7. Mr.Nilamani Phukan, B.A, M.L.C , P.O Ratabari 

8. RaiBahadur Parasuram Khound, Retired Extra Assistant 

Commissioner, Dibrugarh. 

9. Rai Bahadur Nilamani Dutta, Amolapatty, P.O. Rehabari, 

Dibrugarh. 

10.Mr. Bachalal Barna, Mauzadar, P.O Lahoal 

11. Mr. Laksheswar Barna, B.L., Pleader, Dibrugarh. 

12. Mr. Harakanta Sarma 

13. Mr. Sibram Bardaloi, B.L, Pleader Dibrugarh. 

14. Rai Saheb Gunagobinda Barna, Government Pensioner. 

15. Maulavi Syedar Rahman, M.A, B.L, M.L.C, Pleader, Dibrugarh 

16. Mr. Krishnaram Medhi, B.A., Sub Deputy Collector, Dibrugarh. 

17. Mr. Narendranath Bhuyan, Kholihamari, Dibrugarh. 
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18.Mr. PadmadharChaliha, M.A., B.L, Pleader, Dibrugarh. 

Hill Districts 

1. Dr. J.H. Hutton, C.I.E, I.C.S, M.A., D.Sc., Deputy Commissioner 

and Honorary Director of Ethnography for Assam, Kohima, Naga 

Hills. 

2. Miss. Agusta Geisenteut, American Baptist Mission, 

Mokakchang, Naga Hills. 

3. The Hon.ble Mr. A.W. Botham, I.C.S, B.A., C.I.E., C.S.I., 

Finance member to the Government of Assam, Shillong. 

4. Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna, B.L., F.R.E.S. Director of 

Industries, Assam. Shillong 

5. Mr. Sailendra Kumar Dutta, Stenographer to the Superintending 

Engineer, Assam, Shillong. 

Surama Valley 

1. Mr. A.H.W. Bentinck, I.C.S., M.A., F.R.C.S., C.I.E., Officiating 

Commissioner, Surama Valley Division, Silchar. 

2. Mr. Umakanta Goswami, M.A., B.L., A.E.S., Professor of 

Economics, Murarichand College, Sylhet. 

Outside Assam 

1. Khan Choudhuri Maulavi Amanatullah Ahmad, Zamindar of 

Barmaricha, Member of Legislative Council of the Koch Behar 

State, Koch Behar. 
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2. Mr. Ambikanath Borah, M.A.,C/0 Messrs. Martin & Co., 6&7 

Clive Street. Calcutta. 

3. Mr. Kamalakanta Bhattacharyya, 44 Manikatola Street, Calcutta. 

4. Babu Puranchand Nahar, M.A.,B.L.,24 Indian Mirror Street, 

Calcutta. 

5. Mr. Jatindranath Dowerah, B.A., Lady Jane Dundas Hostel, 7111 

Cornwallis Street, Calcutta. 

6. Raisaheb Durgadhar Barkataki, 9411 Upper Cercular Road, 

Calcutta. 

The Executive Committee of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti for 

the year 1934-37 consisted of the following members 111
• 

Honorable Rai Bahadur K. L. Barua, B.L President 

Mr. D Goswami, M.A, B.L. Secretary 

Mr. S Kataki, L.T. Asst. Secretary 

Prof. R.R. Thomas, M.A., B.L., P.R.S. Treasurer 

Rai Bahadur Prof. S K. Bhuyan, M.A., B.L. 

Dr. B.K. Kakati, M.A., B.L. 

Prof. S.M. Muhibullah, M.A. 

Mr. S.C. Goswami B.A.B.T 

Mr. J.N. Barua , M.A., B.L. 

Mr. G.N. Bordoloi, M.A., B.L. 

Mr. J.N. Barua, B.L. 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Auditor 
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The patrons and members of the samiti registered for the period 1934-37 

were _Hz_ 

Patrons 

1. His Excellency Sir John Henry Kerr, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E, I.C.S., 

Formerly Governor of Assam. 

2. Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon, C.S.I.A, (retired) formerly Commissioner 

of the Assam Valley Division. 

3. Sir Edward Gait, Formerly Lieutenant Governor of Bihar 

&Orissa. 

4. Raja Prabhat Chandra Barna of Gauripur, Assam. 

5. H.C.Bernes, Esq, C.I.E., I.C.S, M.A. Formerly Commissioner of 

Assam Valley Division, Gauhati. 

Honorary Members 

1. Sir Prafullachandra Roy, Kt, C.I.E., D.Sc.Ph.D. University 

College of Science, Upper cercular Road, Calcutta. 

2. Dharmadhiropadhaya Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod, 

Banares City. 

3. Rai Saheb Nagenndranath Vasu, Prachayavidyamaharnava, 

Calcutta 

4. Sir Devaprasad Sarvadhikari, Kt, C.I.E, C.B.E, M.A, LL.B. 

Calcutta. 

5. P.Seshadri, Esqr, M.A. Banares Hindu University, Banares. 
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6. Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Ganganath Jha, M.A.D. Litt, Vice 

Chancellor Allahbad University,Allahbad. 

7. Prof. Beniprasad, M.A. Ph.D, D.Sc (London)The University of 

Allahabad. 

8. Rai Bahadur Dr. Krishnaswami Aiyengar, M.A. Hony Ph.D., 

Madras. 

9. Dr. Narendra Nath Law, M.A., B.L., P.R.S., Ph.D., Calcutta 

lO.H.E.Stapleton, Esq, M.A., B.Sc. I.E.S., Director of Public 

Instruction, Bengal (Retd) 

11. Dr. G.Tucci, Ph.D., Professor of the Religion and Philosophy of 

India and of the far east in the University of Rome. 

12.Mr. K.N.Dikshit, M.A., Assistant Director of Archaeology in 

India, Calcutta. 

13. Sir John Marshal, K.C.I.E., M.A., Director General of 

Archaeology in India. 

Ordinary Members 

Members resident at Gauhati (Assam) 

1. Mr. Jnanadabhiram Barna, Barrister-at-Law, Principal Earle law 

College, Gauhati. 

2. Mr. Suryakumar Bhuyan, M.A., B.L., A.E.S. Professor of English 

, Cotton College, Gauhati. 

3. Raibahadur Bijoychandra Sengupta, M.A., A.E.S. Professor of 

History, Cotton College, Gauhati. 
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4. Maulavi Saiyed Muhammad Muhibullah, M.A., A.E.S. Professor 

of Arabic & Persian, Cotton College. 

5. Mr. Sarbeswar Kataki, L.T. Assistant Master, Cotton Collegiate 

School, Gauhati. 

6. Mr. Jaltiram Lahkar, Cotton Collegiate School, Gauhati. 

7. Mr. Muktadhar Sarma, Clerk librarian, Earle Law College, 

Gauhati. 

8. Mr. Jogendranath Barna, M.A., B.L. 1st Class Aditional District 

& Session Judge, Gauhati. 

9. Mr. Rameshchandra Das . M.A.B.L., Pleader, Judges Court; 

Lecturer, Uzan Bazar, Gauhati. 

10. Mr. Ramdev Sarma, Muktiar, Sukreswar, Gauhati 

11. Mr. Harendra Kumar Choudhury, M.A., B.L, Lecturer in English, 

Cotton College, Gauhati. 

12. Mr. Chandrakumar Agarwala, Uzanbazar, Gauhati 

13.Mr. Prasanna Narayan Choudhury, Gauhati. 

14.Mr. Jagadananda Choudhury, Contractor, Gauhati 

15. Mr. Nilanath Sarma, Personal Assistant to the Commissioner, 

Assam Valley Division. 

16. Mr. Tirthanath Phukan, B.L. Pleader, Judge Court, Gauhati. 

17. Mr. Bishnuprasad Dowerah, B.L. Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Gauhati 
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18.Mr. R.R. Thomas, M.A, B.L.,P.R.S, Senior Professor of Logic & 

Philosophy. 

19. Mr. Pumadhar Sarma Barna, Head Clerk, Office of the Supdt. Of 

Exice, Gauhati. 

20. Mr. N.M. Sundaram, L.T.M. Suparintendent, Govt. Weaving 

Institute & incharge of the Govt. Emporium & Central Stores, 

Gauhati. 

21. Mr. Dibakar Goswami, M.A., B.L, Cotton College, Gauhati 

22. Mr. Kamalakanta Bhattacharyya, Gauhati 

23. Mr. Rabindranath Khound. M.A, B.L Sadar Munsif, Gauhati. 

24. Mr. Umakanta Goswami, M.A., B.L, Senior Professor m 

Economics, Cotton College, Gauhati. 

25. Mr. Harinath Pathak Choudhury, Sub Registrar, Uzan Bazar, 

Gauhati. 

26. Mr.Padmadhar Chaliha, M.A., B.L., Pleader, Gauhati 

27. Mr. Saniram Bora, Rehabari, Gauhati. 

28. Mr. Banabash Das, Paltan Bazaar, Gauhati. 

29. Mr. Pampu Singh, B.A. , Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

30. Mr. Kashikanta Barna, Income Tax Officer, Gauhati. 

31. Mr. Nabin Chandra Barna, Head Clerk, Office of the Municipal 

Baord, Gauhati. 

32. Babu Tinkowrie Banerjee, Merchant, Gauhati. 
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33. Mr. Iswarprasad Barua, B.L., Sub & Asst. Session Judge, Assam 

Valley District, Gauhati. 

34. Mr. Gopinath Bordoloi, M.A., B.L., Advocate, Calcutta High 

Court & Chairman, Municipal Board, Gauhati. 

35. Dr. Jyotish Ch. Das, Panbazar, Gauhati 

36. Harmohan Das, B.A, L.T, Headmaster, Manikchandra M.E. 

School, Gauhati. 

37. Mr. Sarat Chandra Barua, Contractor & Merchant, Uzan Bazar, 

Gauhati. 

38. Mr. Mathuranath Goswami, M.A., B.L., Lecturer in Economics, 

Cotton College, Gauhati. 

39. Mr. Hareswar Sarma, B.A., Headmaster, Bajali H.E. School, 

Pathsala, Assam 

District Kamrup outside Gauhati 

40.Pandit Pratapchandra Goswami, P.O. Nalbari 

4l.Mr. Pratapnarayan Choudhury, Mauzadar, P.O. Nalbari 

42. Rai Bahadur Rajanikanta Choudhury, Mauzadar, P.O Sorbhog 

43. Mr. Ramprasad Das, B.L. Pleader, Barpeta 

44. Mr. Chintaharan Patgiri, Headmaster, Barnagar M.E. School, 

Sorbhog 

45.Mr. Sonapati Dev Sarma, B.L., Pleader, Barpeta 

46. Mr. Kameswar Das, M.Sc. , B.L., Pleader, Barpeta 

47.Mr. Sadananda Das, Pleader, Barpeta 
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48. Mr. Devendralal Uzir, B.L., Pleader, Barpeta. 

49. Mr.Chitramalla Barna, Oftg. Deputy Inspector of Schools, 

P.O. Jorhat 

50. Mr. Rameshchandra Das, Head Clerk, S.D.O's office, Barpeta 

51. Mr. Baikunthanath Goswami, Vill. Balikuria, Mauza Batahgila, 

Nalbari District Goalpara. 

52. Kumar Dwipnarayan Deb of Bijni, P.O. Baitamari 

52. Babu Dwijeshchandra Chakravarti, M.A., B.L., Dewan of 

Gauripur Raj, Gauripur 

53. Mr. Krishnaram Medhi, B.A., Sub Deputy Collector, Sidli Circle 

54. Mr. Nagendranarayan Choudhury, Zamindar, lakhipur State also 

84B, Nafurkunda Road, P.O. Kalighat, Calcutta 

85. Mr. Indreswar Barthakur, B.A., B.T., Headmaster, Govt High 

School, Goalpara 

District Nowgong 

86. Mr. Suryakanta Barna, B.A., Retired Extra Assistant. 

Commissioner, P.O. Nowgong. 

87. Mr. Rajendralal Uzir, Sub Deputy Collector, Raha Circle, 

P.O. Raha District Darrong 

88. Mr. Chandranath Sarma, B.L., Pleader, Tezpur 

89. Rai Bahadur Padmanath Gohain-Barua, Special literary 

pensioner and Honorary Magistrate P.O. Tezpur. 

90.Mr. Rajanikanta Padmapati, Government pensioner. 



165 

91. Rai Bahadur Anandachandra Agarwala, Suparitendent of Police 

(Retd. )Tezpur. 

92. Mr. Kaliram Medhi,M.A., Sub Divisional Officer, Mangaldai. 

District Sibsagar 

93. Rai Bahadur Radhanath Phukan, M.A., B.L., Additional District 

& Session judge, Assam Valley division (Retd) P.O. Jorhat. 

94. Mr. T P Chaliha, Barrister -at-law, Sibsagar. 

95. Saratchandra Goswami, B.A., B.T., Inspector of Schools, Assam 

Valley Circle, Jorhat. 

96. Pandit Lakhminath Sarma Kaviratna, M.A., Retd. Headmaster, 

Jorhat 

97. Mr. Sidheswar Gohain. M.A., B.l., Sub Divisional Officer, 

Golaghat 

98. Maulavi Shah Saiyed Muhibul Haque, B.L., Pleader, Sibsagar. 

99. Mr. Nilamani Phukan, B.A., editor 'Batori' Jorhat. 

100.Mr. Keshavachanndra Das, B.A., B.T., Asst. Inspector of 

schools, Assam Valley Circle, Jorhat 

101. Mr. Nakulchandra Bhuyan, Dhekiajuli Tea Estate, P.O. Titabar. 

102. Mr. Dambarudhar Bargohain, Barbam Tea Estate, P.O., Sonari. 

103.Mr. M. Handique, Naginijan Tea Estate, P.O. Selenghat. 

1 04.Mr. Nirmalchandra Hazarika, Satai Tea Estate, P.O Selenghat. 

105. Durgeswar Sarma, B.L., Deputy Commissioner, Jorhat. 

District Lakhimpur 
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105. Mr. R.G. Gulliland, Tea Planter, Lepetakata Tea Company, P.O. 

Barbarua. 

106. Mr. Frasher Barney, Manager, Dikom Tea Estate. 

107. Mr. Benudhar Rajkhowa, Retired Extra Assistant 

Commissioner, Dibrugarh. 

108.Mr. Sarveswar Barua, B.L., M.L.C., Pleader, North Lakhimpur. 

109. Rai Bahadur Nilambar Dutta, M.L.C. P.O. Rehabari, Dibrugarh. 

110. Mr. Bachalal Barua Mazumdar, P.O.Lahoal. 

111. Mr. Lakheswar Barua. B.L. Pleader, Dibrugarh. 

112.Mr. Harakanta Sarma, P.O. Ratabari, Dibrugarh. 

113. Khan Saheb Maulavi Sayedan Rahman, M.A., B.L., Pleader, 

Dibrugarh 

114. Mr. Narendra Nath Bhuyan, Khalihamari, Dibrugarh 

114. Mr. Manmohan Das, Extra Assistant Conservator of forests, 

Joypur Lakhimpur. 

115.Dr. Mahananda Barua, L.M.P., F.T.S. Sahitya Bhusan, Mancotta 

Tea Estate, Dibrugarh Hill District 

116. Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Kanaklal Barna, B.L., F.R.E.S. Minister, 

Local Self Government, Assam, Shillong. 

117.Mr. G.A. Small, M.A., I.E.S. Director of Public Instruction, 

Assam Shillong 

118. Mr. T.P.M.O. Callaghan, C.I.E. Inspector General of Police, 

Assam. 
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119. Dr. J.H. Hutton, C.I.E., I.C.S., M.A., D.Sc. Deputy 

Commissioner of Income Tax. 

120.Mr. Sailendrakumar Datta, Stenographar to the Superitending 

Engineer, Shillong, Assam. 

121.Mrs. L.G. Stanstall, Headmistress, Pinemount School, Shillong. 

Surama Valley 

122. Mr. W.E.D. Cooper, Tea Planter, Binnakandi, Cachar. 

123. Mr. G.E. Rayner, Tea Planter, Deanston Tea estate, P.O. 

Khajurichera, Sylhet. 

124. Capt. P. Gupta, M.B., D.T.M&H (Lond) F.R.F.P.S., D.P.H., 

Asst. Director of Public Health, Sylhet. Outside Assam 

125. Khan Choudhuri Maulavi Amanatullah Ahmad, Zamindar of 

Barmaricha, M.L.C, Koch Behar State, Koch Behar. 

126. Ambikanath Barna, M.A., C/o Messers. Martin & Co. 6&7, 

Clive Street, Calcutta. 

127.Mr. Jatindranath Dowerah, B.A., Lady Jone Dundas Hostel, 71/1 

Cornawallis Street, Calcutta. 

128. Mr. Jnannath Barah, Vakil, High court, Calcutta. 

129. Dr. D. Choudhury, Ph.D. F.G.S. Geologist, Balleygunj, Sunny 

Park, Calcutta. 

Outside India 

130. Dr. D. Thomson, M.A., B.Sc., Ph.D., 52 Colenster Drive, 

Kelvinside, Glasgow, W.2, Scotland. 
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131. Mr. A.E.Brown, M.A., L.L.B (Cantab) Barrister-at-law, 

"Brooklyn" Cherry Hinton, Cambridge, England. 

132. Mr. A.H.W. Bentinck, M.A., I.C.S., C.I.E, F.R.C.S., Formerly 

Commissioner, Assam Valley Division, C/0 Manager 

Amchong Tea Estate, P.O. Digaru. 

Till 1937 A.D. it was a healthy practice on the part of the Executive 

Committee to publish the Annual report showing the activities performed 

viz. the statement of accounts, list of the executive members, membership 

registration and the details of the papers read in the anniversary meeting. 

There was no definite cause to ascertain why such a healthy practice had 

been discontinued and as a result no old data can be traced out in a 

chronological order. There were some probable causes to establish the 

reason as; 

Guwahati witnessed the horror of the Second World War. During 

this period, Guwahati was a stronghold of the British Army. Civil lines and 

cantonment were constructed in the heart of the town 113
• It may also be 

noted that Assam as a whole suffered very heavily on account of the last 

world war. The whole province was seriously affected and the morale of the 

people was heavily hampered. So much so that study relating to the history 

and archaeology seemed to be a subject quite out of date and place. People 

lost peace of mind and sense of security on account of the constant hovering 

of the enemy planes and all sorts of speculations about imminent dangers of 

life and property 114
• 
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In the year 1944, an accidental fire brokeout in the Railway Colony 

adjacent to the Samiti. Scores of houses were burnt to ashes and a few 

human lives also were lost. The gutting of the Samiti' s premises by the fire 

caused loss of some important records and materials, which could not be 

recovered by any means. Since then the Samiti suffered a heavy loss. The 

selfless and honest attempt on the part of the office-bearers has helped the 

Samiti to survive in odd days. During the period from 1949-1957, the 

Samiti suffered some irreparable loss due to the passing away at short 

intervals of Dr. Banikanta Kakati, Kali Ram Medhi and Umakanta 

Goswami who took keen interest in the development of the Samiti. 115
• On 

18-5-70, a General meeting of the Samiti was held with a view to 

reorganize and revitalizes the Samiti and an Executive Committee was 

formed with the following members116
• 

Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri President 

Mr. Murari Charan Das Vice President 

Dr. Prafulladatta Goswami Secretary 

Dr. Rabin Dev Choudhury Jt. Secretary 

Dr. Surya Kanta Barpujary Treasurer 

Dr. Dimbeswar Sarma Editor, Journal 

Dr. Pratap Chandra Choudhury Member 

Dr. Deba Prasad Barna Member 

Dr. Pramod Chandra Bhattacharyya 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Goswami 

Member 

Member 



... 
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We have at our disposal an up to date record of members who joined 

Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti as members. The names of the following 

members have been found in the fee collection register who enrolled 

themselves as annual members 117
· 

1. Dr. S.K. Barpujari 

2. Dr. S.N.Sarma 

3. Mr.Birendra Kumar Choudhury 

4. Dr. Arun Ch. Barua 

5. Mr. Rabin Choudhury 

6. Pandit Manoranjan Sastri 

7. Dr. S C Dutta 

8. Dr. Ranjit Kumar Dev Goswami 

9. Dr. G. P Singh 

10. Dr. B B. Hazarika 

11. Mrs. D. Bijeta 

12. Dr. Nagen Saikia 

13. Mr. Narayan Ch. Kalita 

14.Mr. Hemrath Barman 

15.Dr. S.L. Barua 

16. Sri S.P. Sarma 

17. Mrs. Arunima Bharali 

18. Sri C.K. Das, I.A.S. 

19.Mr. Bhuban Ch. Handique 



20. Mr. Nagendra Nath Goswami 

21. Mr. J.P. Sarma 

22.Mr. Ramesh Ch. Das 

23. Dr. H. C. Bhattacharyya 

24. Sri D.Sarma 

25. Sri T.C.Bhattacharjee 

26. Dr. Prabin Ch. Das 

27.Mr. Narayan Ch. Das 

28. Mrs. Aruna Tripathi 

29. Mr. Satish Ch. Choudhury 

30. Mr. Deben Das 

31. Dr. Sharhar Uddin ahmed 

32. Dr. K.C.Sarma 

33. Mr. N.R. Patgiri A.C.S (Retd) 

34. Dr. P.D.Goswami 

35.Dr. D.Sarma 

36.Mr. S N Koch 

37. Mr. Rameswar Das 

38. Mr. B Adhikari 

39.Dr. D.P. Barua 

40. Dr. (Mrs) L.Das 

41. Mr. N agendranath Hazarika 

42. Sri B.C. Chakravorty 
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43. Prof. J .Sarma 

44. Mr. H. Bordoloi 

45. Dr. Parikshit Hazarika 

46. Mr. H.N. Phukan 

47. Mr. Sankar Roy 

48. Mr. Sadananda Chaliha 

49.Dr. M.Neog 

50. Prof. Sadananda Mishra 

51. Dr. S.N.Ratha 

52. Dr. A.K.Bhattacharjya 

53. Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarma 

54. Mr. Adyanath Sarma 

55. Mr. Bichitra Choudhury 

56. Mr. Rabin Barman 

57. Mr. Ganesh Kumar Kalita 

58. Miss. Mayuri Devi Barua 

59. Prof. Lakheswar Nath 

60. Mr. H C Sarma 

61. Hemendra Kumar Bhuyan 

62. Dr. Jitenndra Kumar Talukdar 

63. Mr. Haladhar Talukdar 
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The names of the following members have been found in the Life 

Members' list. Because of the absence of an authentic register detailed 
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information regarding date of enrolment, address, occupation etc. is 

unknown from the list 118
• Some names are found to be recorded 

repeatedel y. 

1. Dr. K.P. Sinha 

2. Prof. Kiran Sarma 

3. Dr. N.N.Archarya 

4. Dr. M.M.Sarma 

5. Dr. D.Chutia 

6. Dr. P.P.Upadhyaya 

7. Dr. B.N.Mukherjee 

8. Dr. K.K.Dasgupta 

9. Dr. B.N.Sastri 

10. Prof. Bhagaban Maral 

11. Sri Jatin Goswami 

12. Sri. B.B.Dey 

13. Sri C.D.Tripathi 

14. Sri S.K.Agnihotri 

15. Sri P.G. Barna 

16.Dr. P.C.Choudhury 

17.Dr. A.K.Goswami 

18. Sri Bishnu Prasad 

19. Sri R.C.Kalita 

20. Sri B.P.Chaliha 



2l.Dr. B.P.Saraf 

22. Dr. GM Srivastava 

23.Dr. B.N.Gupta 

24. Sri Debases Sen 

25. Sri Atulananda Goswami 

26. Sri A.C.Barua 

27. Sri B.C.Lahkar 

28. Dr. R.D.Choudhury 

29.Dr. J.N.Phukan 

30. Dr. H.K.Sarma 

31. Sri Bisheswar Hazarika 

32. Dr. S.N.Goswami 

33. Sri M.C.Das 

34. Dr. P.C.Bhattacharyya 

35. Mohd. Belal hussain 

36. Dr. S.B.Medhi. 

37. Sri Puspa Gogoi 

38. Sri S.N.Koch 

39. Sri H.N .Dutta 

40. Sri Khagendranath Bora 

41. Dr. P.K.Bhattacharyya 

42. Sri Pradip Ch. Chaliha 

43. Dr. P.C.Sarma 
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44. Sri M.N .Duttabarua 

45. Mrs. D.Bijeta 

46. Sri P.C Sarma 

47. Sri S.C.Handique 

48. Dr. P.C.Das 

49. Sri Deben Das 

50. Sharharuddin Ahmed 

51. Dr. N.C.Sarma 

52. Sri Ram Goswami 

53. Dr. N.P.Dev Choudhury 

54. Sri N.R.Patgiri 

55. Dr. Naren Kalita 

56. Sri Prafulla Pran Mahanta. 

The Executive Committee ( 1979-82) consisting the following inititate steps 

to maintain a chronology of the membership enrolment with the details and 

recorded in a register. 

Biswanarayan Sastri 

Mukunda Madhava Sarma 

Dharmeswar Chutia 

Rabin Dev Choudhury 

Nanda Talukdar 

Jatin Goswami 

Pratap Chandra Choudhury 

President 

Vice Presideent 

Secretary 

Jt. Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Member 
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Murari Charan Das Member 

N agendranath Acharya Member 

Promode Chandra Bhattacharya Member 

Bhava Prasad Chaliha Member 

The membership enrolment shows that the following were the life members 

of the Samiti from 1979-93. 119 

1.Prof. Nanda Talukdar 

2.Dr. Kaliprasad Singha 

3. Prof. Kiran Sarma 

4. Dr. Nagendra Nath Acharyya 

5.Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia 

6.Dr. Mukunda Madhava Sarma 

7.Dr. Priyangsu Prabal Upadhyya 

8.Dr. Bratindra Nath Mukerjee 

9.Dr. Kalyan Kumar Dasgupta 

10.Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri 

11. J atin Goswami 

12. Bijan Bihari Dey 

13. Chandradhar Tripathi I.A.S. 

Pandu College, Guwahati. 

Dept. of Sanskrit, 

University of Agartala 

Gauhati 

Retd. Professor of 

Gauhati University 

Gauhati University 

Vice Chancellor 

Dibrugarh University 

Dept. of Sanskrit 

Gauhati University 

University of Calcutta 

Calcutta University 

Gauhati 

Gauhati 

Calcutta 

Secretary to the 



President of India, 

New Delhi. 
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14. Sailendra Kumar Agnihotri, I.A.S. Lucknow 

15. Prafulla Gobinda Barua 

16.Dr. Pratap Chandra Choudhury 

17. Dr. Ashok Kumar Goswami 

18. Bishnu Prasad 

19. Ramesh Ch. Kalita 

20. Bhava Prasad Chaliha 

21. B.P.Saraf, Advocate. 

22. G.M.Srivastava, I.P.S. 

23. Dr. Birendra Nath Dutta 

24. Debasis Sen 

25. Atul Channdra Barua, A.C.S 

26. Bhuban Ch. Lahkar 

27. Dr. Rabin Dev Choudhury 

28.Dr. Shyam Bhadra Medhi 

29.Dr. Puspa Gogoi 

(Ex DC, Kamarup) 

Propeitor, Assam Tribune. 

Gauhati 

Gauhati University 

Gauhati 

Ex Commissioner 

Gauhati Municipal Corporation 

Gauhati Universiity 

Gauhati High Court 

S.P. Kamarup Dist. 

Head, Dept of 

Folklore Research, 

Gauhati University 

Cachar, Assam 

Gauhati 

Gauhati 

Director, 

Assam State Museum 

Guwahati 

Dhemaji, Assam 



30.Sailendra Kumar Koch 

31.Khagendra Nath Bora 

32.Dr. Jogendra Nath Phukan 

33. Bisweswar Hazarika 

34. Dr. S.N.Goswami 

35. Dr. N.P.Dev Choudhury 

36.Murari Charan Das 

37.Dr. Promode Ch. Bhattacharyya 

38.Pradip Chaliha 

39.Dr. Hemanta Kumar Sarma 

40.Leela Borkataki 

41.Dharanidhar Choudhury 

42.Meena Sarma 

43. Surya Kumar Phukan 

44. Dr. Nabin Ch. Sarma 

45. Satyendra Nath Sarma 

46. Dr. Hemendra Nath Dutta 

Tura, Meghalaya 

A.A. U. Jorhat 

Dept. of History 

Gauhati University 

Guwahati 
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Head, Dept. of Assamese 

Gauhati University 

Dept. of Archaeology 

Govt. of Assam 

Guwahati 

Guwahati 

Guwahati 

Guwahati 

Golaghat 

Guwahati 

Now gong 

Guwahati 

Prof. Of 

Folklore Dept.G.U. 

Guwahati 

Director of archaeology 

Govt. of Assam. 



47. Renu Mahanta, A.C.S 

48. Dr. Ramcharan Thakuria 

49. Dr. Durgeswar Sarma 

50. Dr. Maitrayee Bora 

51. Lakshi Kanta Mahanata 

52. Dr. Dipankar Banerjee 

53.Prof. Upendra Nath Bora 

54. Dr. Bharati Barna 

55.SriGNBhuyan 

56.Sri Rathindra Nath Borthakur 

57.Sushil Chandra Dutta 

58.Dr. Parikshit Hazarika 

59.Sri Samiran Barna 

60. Sri Biman Baruua 

61.Sadananda Bezbarua 

62.Dr. O.P. Kejwariwal 

63.Dr. J B Bhattacharjee 
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Tezpur 

Cotton College, Guwahati 

Arya Vidyapith College 

Guwahati 

Dept. of Sanskrit, G.U. 

D.K.D. College, Dergaon. 

Dept. of History, G.U 

Banikanta T.T.College 

Guwahati. 

Dept. of History, G.U. 

Director of Archaeology 

Govt of Assam. 

Dept. of Archaeology 

Govt. of Assam 

Shillong, Meghalaya 

Dept. of Assamese 

Gauhati University 

Directorate of Museum 

Govt. of Assam 

Mariani, Assam 

Dhubri, Assam 

N.E.H.U. ,Shillong 

Dean, Social Science 



64. Dr. Jaiprakash Singh 

65. Chandreswar Kodakol 

66. Hemendra Kumar Bhuyan 

67. Dr. Ranju Bezbarua 

68. Ms. Sarojini Choudhury 

69. Dr. Santo Barman 

70. Dr. Balmiki Prasad Singh, I.A.S 

71. Dr. Lakshahira Gogoi 

72. Dr. Nalini Devi Misra 

73. Dr. Nagen Saikia 

74. Dr. Gajendra Adhikari 

75. Sri Kanak Ch. Deka 

76. Dr. I.S. Mumtaza 

77. Nihar Ranjan Misra 

78. Dr. Bijoy Bhusan Hazarika 

79. Dr. Lopita Nath Kakati 

80. Mr. Hemarath Barman 

81. Utpal Borgohain 

N E H U, Shillong 

History Dept, 

N E H U, Shillong. 

Dharwar, Karnatana 

Guwahati 

Dept. of History, G.U. 

Rang a para 

Nalbari, Assam. 
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Addl. Secretary, Min. of 

Forest & Environment 

Govt. of India. 

Gauhati Universiity, Guwahati. 

Dept. of Sanskrit 

Gauhati University 

Dibrugarh, Assam. 

Mirza, Kamarup, Assam. 

Guwahati, Assam 

Dept. of History, G.U. 

Mangaldoi, Assam 

Gauhati, Assam. 

Cotton College, Guwahati. 

Guwahati, Assam 

Guwahati, Assam 



82. Dr. Nandita Bhattacharyya 

83. Bhupendra Kumar Mazumdar 

84. Dr. Mahammad Taber 

85. Ranjit Kumar Sarma 

86. Hemlet Barna 

87. Brigadier S.P. Sarma 

88. Bhuban Mohan Das 

89. Arun Ch. Bhuyan 

90. Tushar Kanti Dey 

91. Dr. Dipti Phukan Patgiri 

92. Chandi Charan Barman 

93. Dr. Sarat Kumar Phukan, I.P.S. 

94. Jaydev Ch. Das 

95. Sankar Kr. Bose 

96. Bhupen Qanango 

97. Dr.Sarhar Uddin Ahmed 

98. Dr. Hadi Shamsul Bora 

99. Kunja Bihari Misra 

100. Nicholas Genvaji Rhodes 

101.Arun Ch. Bhuyan 

102. Uttam Ch. Nath 

103. Dr. Ichhimuddin Sarkar 
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Cotton College, Guwahati. 

State Museum, Assam. 

Retd. Professor, G.U. 

Guwahati, Assam. 

Professor, NEHU. 

Guwahati,Assam. 

Guwahati, Assam 

Guwahati, Assam 

Silchar, Assam 

Gauhati University, Assam. 

Gauhati,Assam. 

Superitendent of Police 

Darrong, Assam. 

Guwahati, Assam. 

Kolkata. 

V aranasi, U .P. 

Tezpur 

Tezpur 

Guwahati, Assam 

United Kingdom. 

Guwahati, Assam 

Guwahati, Assam 

Leninpur, Kadamtala 



104. Dr. Paromita Das 

Dist. Darjeeling (W .B) 

PubSarania, 

Guwahati,Assam 

105. Bhubaneswar Bhattacharyya I.A.S.(Retd.) Guwahati, Assam. 

106. Jitendra Nath Bhuyan 

107. Dr. Birendra Kr. Bhattacharyya 

108. Kanak Chandra Sarma 

Director, D.H.A.S. 

Kurukshetra University 

Guwahati, Assam. 
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More members were enrolled at a later stage as the present enrolment 

of life member is 250 and annual member is being 49. 120 But it is to be 

noted with concern that the annual addition of new member is not 

satisfactory. We may compare the record of enrolment of membership with 

similar regional historical research society/association in North East itself. 

This phenomenon of low representation of members seems all the more 

strange when we consider the fact that awareness of and interest in the study 

of history in this region manifested itself quite early. Though it was the 

English in India who pioneered the establishment of research societies in 

India beginning with the Asiatic Society in Calcutta; the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti, or the Assam Research Society, may be one of the 

earliest and still surviving research societies established entirely by Indians, 

having been founded as early as in 1912.Though the Society did had 

Englishmen as members, and even received government grant as early as 

1915-16, its executive was always dominated by Indians. 
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Fund Procurement 

To undertake the work in hand of the Sarniti a considerable amount 

of fund was needed. The first donor of the Samiti was Babu Sasadhar Rai, 

M.A., B.L., Vakil of the High Court Calcutta who presided over the fifth 

session of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan held at Kamakhya. He 

donated Rs. 25/- on the spot. 121 Thus the foundation of the Samiti took 

place. Later on late Annada Prasad Sen, Zamindar of Radhavallabh, 

Rangpur subscribed Rs. 50/- to the Sarniti's fund 122
• 

Rule 5 of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti states that members 

have to enroll themselves by paying the prescribed fee. Therefore it was a 

recurring source of finance of the Samiti; as the rate of subscription was 

minium. The number of members of the Samiti up to 14th July 1916 was 85 

but as many of them did not pay their subscription fees for 1916-17 in 

accordance with rule no.7 123 

The Assam Government was then approached for financial help and 

at last on 18-12-1915 the society was fortunate in obtaining a grant of Rs. 

250/-. From the next official year 1916-17 the government was pleased to 

make an annual grant of Rs. 1000/-. The Samiti was extremely thankful to 

Sir Archdale Earle K.C.I.E. for his becoming the Chief Patron of the Sarniti 

and for the annual grant of Rs. 1000/-. The Hon'ble Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon, 

the Commissioner took a lively interest for the Sarniti from its inception and 

without his support the sarniti could not have secured this grant from the 

government. 124 
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The statement and audited report of income and expenditure for the 

year 1917-18 showed that the income source of the Samiti were 

subscription, interest from savings bank, government aid, personal loan 
125 

etc. The statement of income and expenditure from 1915-1918 
126

.duly 

audited and approved by the Executive Committee shows the income of the 

Samiti as: 

Sl. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Statement of Income, 1917-18 

Table-I 

Sources of income 

Subscription collectedduring the year 

Interesr from savings bank 

Government contribution 

Loan from Maulavi Azizur Rahman 

Last year balance 

Withdrawn from Assam Valley Trading 

Co. 

Withdrawn from post office 

Total Income 

Amount 

Rs.- As-P 

115-00-00 

007-06-00 

1000-00-00 

300-00-00 

20-07-09 

1000-00-00 

218-14-06 

2661-12-06 
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Statement of Income, 1918-19 

Table-II 

Sl. Sources of Income Amount 

Rs.-As.-P 

1 Balance from 1917-18 26-06-00 

2 Subscription from members 150-00-00 

3 Grant from Government 1000-00-00 

Total Income 1176-06-00 

The above statement is the first available record of the Samiti,s 

annual income. From the annual report of the Samiti it is observed that from 

the beginning the Samiti was engaged in exploration and publications of its 

research activities including publication of prospectus and rules of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti came in 

to being as a result of noble efforts of some distinguished and patriotic 

scholars with a view to promote research and disseminating knowledge on 

matters relating to history, archaeology, ethnography, language and 

literature and allied subjects with emphasis on those relating the area that 

was formerly encompassed in the ancient kingdom of Pragjyotisha

Kamarupa. The foundation of the Samiti was so widely hailed and 

generated so much of enthusiasm that many delegates attending the said 

literary conference and participants offered to enroll themselves as members 
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of the Samiti, offered donations on the spot. From its inception the Samiti 

was facing hardship on procurement of fund, which came to light through 

the prospectus of the Samiti. 

The subscription and collection of membership was not sufficient to 

meet the activities of the Samiti as per its objectives. At the initial stage 

there was an inspiration because those persons who were not actually the 

bonafide residents of Assam did the start-up. Kanak Lal Barua remarked 

"The people of Assam will ever remain grateful to these large hearted 

Bengali gentlemen for the part they took in initiating the research 

movement in the province"127
• 

The Society has been receiving financial assistance from government 

since 1915-16. The number of members of the Samiti has dwinded to thirty

six during 1916-17 in accordance with Rule No.7. The number of members 

at the beginning of the year was forty-one and towards the close of the year 

was fifty- five out of which one died and one resigned. To the close of the 

year the number increased to fifty- six. 128
. During the year 1917-18 when 

the Samiti was greatly in need of funds for the construction of its building, 

Munshi Azizur Rahman, who was an active and prominent member of the 

Samiti helped it with a loan of three hundred rupees without charging any 

interest. 129 

Rule 21 of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti stated that all amounts 

that would be received by the Samiti would be deposited to the Post office 

savings bank; the Treasurer would be the incharge of the Pass Book. The 
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interest accrued with became the income of the Samiti and in the Samiti's 

balance sheet the same had been reflected 130
• The interest accrued from the 

savings was a recurring annual income of the Samiti though it was too 

meagre. The constitution of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti has made 

some provision for procurement of fund as mentioned in Article 28. The 

Fund of the Samitit would consist of: 

I) Membership fees (including registration) 

II) Income from sale proceeds and other sources 

III) Grants-in-aid from the state/central government and 

other 

institutions/organizations. 

IV) Donations, Contributions 

V) Endowments etc. 

All money receipt would be deposited in a Bank account within a 

week. The Life membership fee would be deposited in a fixed account or by 

purchase of N.S.C. and the interest accrued on them will be the receipt of 

the Samiti 131
• 

The prospectus of the Samiti also mentioned that there were other 

instances of small amounts paid by the members, but those do not call for 

any special mention132
• It seems that there were other donors though their 

name have not been reflected on record. During the war the grant of the 

Samiti was reduced to six hundred rupees only 133
• That was a period of 

financial stringency but the government was kind enough to help the 
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institution without stopping the grant. The Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Pramode 

Chandra Dutta the then Minister of Education made supplementary grant of 

four hundred rupees to the Samiti previously. From the year 1926-27 the 

government was kind enough for restoring the Samiti with the pre war grant 

of Rupees one thousand only134
. 

During the year 1927-28 the Samiti received government 

contribution of one thousand rupees only. Subscription from members was 

two hundred thirteen rupees. It shows that the subscription from members 

was increased almost double which came to be considered a healthy sign for 

the Samiti. The income from other sources was forty-two rupees eight anas. 

His Excellency's grant of two hundred rupees was received in that year. The 

opening balance as on 1st April 1927 was Rs. 2250 Ana 10 Paise 01. Thus 

the total amount was Rs. 3739 Ana 6 Paise 10. The total expenditure up to 

31st march 1928 was Rs. 1920 Ana 15 Paise 6. Closing balance as on 31 :>t 

March, 1928 was Rs. 1848 and 7 Ana 4 Paise. The account was checked, 

audited and certified by Jogendra Nath Barua, the honorary auditor on 28-7-· 

28 135. 

The year 1928-29 showed a decline of membership enrolment. The 

government contribution was paid without any change in amount, the 

income from the subscription of members fall down toRs. 112/- only. At 

the same time income from other sources was reduced toRs. 12 only. With 

the opening balance as on 1st of April 1928 of Rs. 1878 Ana 7 Paise 4, the 

total recipt was Rs. 3009 Ana 7 Paise 9. The expenditure for that period was 
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Rs. 1372 Ana 13 Paise 6. The closing balance as on 31st march 1929 was 

Rs. 1636 Ana 10 Paise 6. The statement of account duly audited and 

certified was passed on 8-7-31. 136 

The Government contributions for the year 1929-30 were Rs. 1000/-. 

However the subscription from members dwindled to Rs. 68. The receipt 

from other sources was Rs. 16 only. The opening balance as on 151 April 

1929 was Rs. 1636 Ana 10 paise 3. Thus the totoal receipt became Rs. 2770 

Ana 14 paise 3 . The total expenditure was Rs. 1370 Ana 4 paise 6. The 

audit report shows that an amount of Rs. 1350 Ana 9 Paise 9 was the 

closing balance. The accounts was audited and certified as correct and 

passed by the Executive Committee on 10-7-31. 137 Rai Bahadur Kanaklal 

Barna, Minister Local Self Government who fortunately was the President 

of the Kamarnpa Anusandhan Samiti placed at the disposal of the Samiti, 

the sum of Rs. 100/- out of his discretionary grant to enable the Samiti to 

arrange for Mr. Sarbeswar Kataki' s deputation for collecting historical 

relics in the province of Assam 139
. Md. Maulavi Abdul Hamid, the then 

Minister for Education who very kindly gave a sum of Rs. 150/- from his 

discretionary grant for the publication of the Patshah Buranji a historical 

work in Assamese written about 250 years ago dealing with the rule of the 

Mughal Emperors. Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna kindly made a grant to 

meet the cost of publication of the journal of the Kamarnpa Anusandhan 

Samiti (Assam Research Society), during the first year of publication, i.e. 

1933 140 
.. 
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During the year 1931-32 the fund position was as follows- opening 

balanceRs. 1377 As. I Ps. 5, Government contribution Rs. 1000/-, members 

subscription Rs. 173, Grant by Hon'ble Minister, Local Self Government 

Rs. 400/- and grant by Hon'ble Msinister, Education, Rupees 150/-. 141 The 

subscription from members are' considerably increased as the number of 

members are increasing. But surprisingly the next year i.e. 1932-33 showed 

lower fund position as the government contribution received was Rs. 750/

and membership subscription was only Rs. 57/- almost half of the previous 

year. There was no other grant received in that year. The Samiti curtailed 

some of its expenditure like stationery printing etc. Due to very efficient 

management the Samiti could maintain the closing balance amount as Rs. 

1433 As.9 Ps. 3 142
. 

The Government Grant of Rs. 1000/- had been reduced toRs. 600/

during the years 1932-1933 and thereafter for financial stringency. The 

shortfall of Rs. 400/- was made by Hon'ble Minister, Local Self 

Government, Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua. The Samiti was very much 

grateful for his benevolent work.142 The statement of accounts passed by the 

Executive Committee on 9-7-31 stated that the total government 

contribution was Rs. 1000/-. An extra grant of Rs. 100/- was received from 

Hon'ble Minister, Local Self Government of Assam. The subscription from 

members was Rs. 49, which was lesser than the previous year. The total 

receipt was Rs. 2544 Ana 8 Ps. 5 and the total expenditure being Rs. 1167 

Ana 7. The closing balance on 3181 March 1931 was Rs. 1377 As.l Ps. 5 143
• 
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The Government grant to the Samiti was reduced in 1932-33 from 

Rs. 1000 to 750/-, in 1933-34 to Rs. 600/- and in 1934-35 to Rs. 750/-. 

Fortunately the Samiti received from the Minister, Local Self Government, 

a grant of Rs. 400/- from his discretionary grant, which enabled the Samiti 

to carry on normal activities of the Samiti for the year. The reduction of the 

Government Grant necessitated some reduction of expenditure on the 

different items of the Samiti' s budget, and, to some extent handicapped the 

Samiti on the initiation of new measures for improvement of the Samiti's 

work. The friends and wellwishers of the Samiti helped the institution to 

grow to its present stage. The members' subscription in 1933-34 increased 

toRs. 117 and decreased toRs. 93 As. 4 in 1934-35 144
• 

As a measure for procurement of fund the Samiti invited 

advertisement for publication in the journals/publications from the 

intending firmslestablishement. Though the income was nominal the 

attempt was considered to be praiseworthy. An advertisement of similar 

nature was published on the back cover of "The work of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiiti" (published in 1920). It was an appeal by one 

Durganath Barua, Proprietor, Das Talukdar Agency, Gauhati. The appeal 

relates to the facilities provided by the Agency including the benefits from 

the Life Insurance145
• In later period such initiative could not prove any 

benefit though attempt was on 146 
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The Government grant was meant for publication of the journal. 

However it was found from the past records, that about 1400-1500 were 

spent for publication of one issue of the journal on those days. The grant of 

Rs. 1000/- was continued for more than thirty to forty years. The Samiti 

made numerous appeals to the government for enhancement of the grant by 

submitting plan and project. This included salary for the staff, construction 

of permanent R.C.C. building, library grant and separate campus at 

government land (Approximately 5 bighas) near Assam Publication Board, 

Guwahati. 147
· 

At the initiative of the Executive Committee particularly the 

Secretary of the Samiti, received financial assistance from different 

State/Central Government sources. The statement shows the grant received 

from the inception of the Samiti with the purpose and amount. 

Statement of Grants received 

Year Amount Purpose Source/ Authority Remarks 

1916-43 Rs. 1000 Grant-in-aid D.P.I., Assam 

1943-44 Nil No grant 

1957-58 Nil No grant 

1972-73 Rs. 1000 Grant-in-aid Director of 

archaeology & museum 

1974-78 Rs. 1000 Grant-in-aid Director of 

archaeology & museum 

1978-79 Nil Grant-in-aid -No GIA 

1978-79 Rs. 3000 Seminar I.C.H.R., New Delhi 



Year 

1979-80 

1980-81 

1981-82 

1982-83 

1983-84 

1984-85 

1985-86 

1986-87 
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Purpose Source/ Authority Remarks Amount 

Rs. 5000 

Rs. 2000 

Seminar proceedings Director of archaeology 

Seminar 

Rs. 10000 Journals 

Rs. 5000 Proceedings 

Rs. 5000 Annual Grant 

Rs. 50000 Publication 

Rs. 5000 Annual Grant 

Rs. 10000 Library Grant 

Rs. 5000 Annual Grant 

Rs. 8000 Addl. Grant 

Rs. 45000 Publication 

Rs. 7000 Seminar 

Rs. 6650 Seminar Grant 

Dir. of cultural affairs 

Dir. of archaeology 

Dir. of archaeology 

Dir. of archaeology 

D.P.I. Govt. of Assam 

Dir. of archaeology 

Dir. of Archaeology 

D.P.I. Govt.of Assam 

I.C.H.R. 

I.C.H.R. 

Rs. 37500 Preservation of MS Govt. of India 

Rs. 10000 Annual Grant 

Rs. 100000 Publication 

Rs. 20850 Fellowship 

Rs.32000 Grant-in-aid 

Rs.1 0500 Fellowship 

Rs.10000 Grant-in-aid 

Rs.30000 Addl. Grant 

Rs.30000 Seminar 

Rs. 10479 fellowship 

Govt. of Assam 

Govt. of Assam 

I.C.H.R 

Govt. of Assam 

I.C.H.R. 

Govt. of Assam 

Govt. of Assam 

I.C.H.R. 

I.C.H.R. 

The annual membership fee was Rs. 10/- only till1984, which needs 

revision as the enrolment falls. The executive committees made an appeal to 

all the members of the Samiti to enroll themselves as life member vide 

resolution No.2 Date 24-7-79 148
. The membership record and the fees 
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collection shows that huge arrears were pending for payment. A meagre 

amount was collected from the membership subscription even after the 

celebration of the Diamond Jubilee in 1973. The Secretary of the Samiti 

sent an appeal to the members through messenger/by post with the 

information about the arrear dues brought no fruit. Rather some members 

opted to resign without paying the arrear dues 149
• In 1984 the record 

showed that there were only fifty-six members and all were annual 

members and their dues were pending for payment for ten years or so150
. In 

the same year the annual fee was raised to Rs.15/- only. 

The statement shows the collection from membership from 1983-1986. 

Sl.No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Membership Income (1983-1986) 

Table- III 

Year Amount in Rs. 

1983 1550.00 

1984 440.00 

1985 450.00 

1986 2225.00 

Thus the procurement of fund through membership was only 

nominal and the Samiti was always dependent on government for fund to 

carryout its activities as per objectives. Distinguished persons who visited 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti from time to time also remarked that due to 
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the paucity of fund the Samiti was not able to show its rapid progress and 

its developmental activities hampered. 

Patronage of the common people and the government 

The rediscovery of India's forgotten past could not safely rely on 

literature alone, for much of that past, as in the case of Egypt, Crete or Troy, 

lay in epigraphic, archaeological or numismatic materials. The orientalist 

came from Europe that had started digging up history or reading it on stones 

and tablets, with each digging, each reading the frontiers of man's 

knowledge of his own development was being pushed further and further 

151
. Bankim Chandra Chatterjee asserted that as a means of creating a sense 

of unity, national pride and desire for freedom, there was nothing more 

fundamental than the study and writing of history. India was a subject 

country because Indian history had not been described and interpreated by 

Indian historians. 152 

The Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti is the first and foremeost 

organization in the province with the distinct object of promoting historical 

research 153
. The Samiiti formed on ih April, 1912 with twelve members, 

one Secretary and one Assistant secretary. The Samiti also approached 

some personages and was fortunate to secure the patronage. 154 The function 

of a representative antiquarian society is to educate public minds in. the 

value of old historical articles. Some training coupled with sentiment is 

necessary to attach to it any importance and to realize the past, which it can 

play in one reconstruction of the past history of the land155
. The founding 
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members of the Samiiti, almost all of them involved in matters of study and 

research, though not all of them were professionally engaged in study, 

teaching and research. Overwhelmingly high caste Hindus, they were from 

the professional class scholars, teachers from traditional Sanskrit Tols
156

, 

members of the bureaucracy and so on. The beginning year marked forty

five ordinary members of same distribution. Among the forty- five, four 

were from out side Assam and incidentally none of them was a woman as 

mentioned in the Appendix of the prospectus157
• The establishment of the 

Samiti was the result of private initiative and membership organization. 

Initially its activities were sustained essentially by the labour of the 

members and the munificient patronage of well to do private individuals, 

Zamindars 158 and others. 

For instance, the original proposal to establish such a society was 

made by Khan Choudhuri Amanatullah Ahmad, a Zamindar of Barmaricha, 

Koch Behar and supported by Rai Mritunjoy Choudhury Bahadur a 

Zamindar of Radhavallabh of Rangpur (presently in Bangladesh). Both of 

them were the active members of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan 159
• To 

draw the attention of the common people the Samiti tried to give a complete 

idea of its aims and objects and of the activities of the institution since its 

establishment in 1912 through a number of its own publications by inserting 

a brief retrospective survey in the body of the report, and some appendices 

containing other necessary information. In presenting this report before the 

public, the authorities of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti fervently hoped 
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that greater interest would be evolved in the institution, and that the public 

would come forward with material help to further the objects with which 

the Samiti was forrned. 160 On 5th December, 1914 a prospectus of the Samiti 

was published by Kalicharan Sen, Honorary Secretary of the Samiti and 

widely circulated among European and Indian gentlemen asking for 

cooperation in the research activities of the Samiti 161 to initiate the 

patronage of the common people notice was published in the publications. 

The leading role-played by Chandranath Sarma, Surya Kumar Bhuyan the 

Honorary secretary of the Samiti are to be recalled. They realized that to 

fulfil the great ends of a research organization like the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti two things were necessary-men and money. A number 

of earnest and disinterested workers were the first desideraturm. At the 

same time it was difficult to get whole time workers. Therefore he insisted 

that whatever the rest or leisure one got in the interval of official or 

professional business, to carry on the work of the institution. Those who 

were not prepared to go to that extent could at least help the Samiiti by 

taking keen interest in the progress of the institution by sending the clues or 

information of any historic relics, and by becoming members. 162
• He called 

upon the youth to propogate Assam's history and culture addressing at 

Tinsukia as: 

--- "To engage themselves in literary and scholarly pursuits in 

order that knowledge of Assam's glorious past and its 

greatness may be properly disseminated so that our own 
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countrymen and the world may recognize the fact that we the 

people of Assam, are the citizens of a great country with a 

1 . . '1' . " 163 g onous ctvttzatiOn . -

The membership records of patrons and members of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti recorded six patrons, four honorary members and 

other ordinary members from different parts of Assam. 164 The distributions 

were as follows: 

District wise Membership enrolment statement 

Table- IV 

Sl. Name of the Enrolment Remarks 
No. District 
1 Gauhati City 55 Kamrup District 

2 Goal para 05 Undivided 

3 Outside 05 Undivided Kamrup 

Guwahati 

4 Nagaon 02 Undivided 

5 Darrong 08 Undivided 

6 Sibsagar 07 Undivided 

7 Lakhimpur 18 Undivided 

8 Naga Hill 02 Only British Officials 

9 Khasi Hill 01 Present Meghalaya 

10 Surama Valley 02 Only British Officials 

11 Outside Assam 06 Scholars, Antiquarians etc. 
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The above statement shows that as the Samiti was located at Gauhati 

the participation of the members from Gauhati was highest and that of 

Khasi Hills was the lowest. Nowgoan District recorded a lady member 165 

and for the first time in the history of Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti we 

saw the interest of the opposite sex, which was not noticed in its place of 

origin. Persons of different professions enrolled themselves as ordinary 

members. Besides there were common people whose names are not found 

in the report but their contribution and involvement were recorded in the 

report. We have sufficient ground to understand that this may be due to the 

membership fee, one has to pay if his name is registered as a member. 

Besides there were honorary members and Patrons of high position but 

unfortunately their names are not found in the record register. For instance 

Late Hiteswar Saikia the former Chief Minister of Assam, who was also the 

Minister of Home and Cultural affairs and prior to his entry to the political 

life a lecturer in History of Gargaon College, Sibsagar, felt proud to be the 

patron of the Samiti and helped thereby in every possible way166
• From an 

official correspondence it is revealed that Mr. P.C. Goenka, Managing 

Director, Assam Carbon, Industrial Estate, Gauhati was willing to donate a 

handsome amount to the Samiti for the cause of promotion of research in 

Assam.
167 

However the date and amount received are not found in record .. 

We have some evidences of the contributions of the common people 

for growth and development of the Samiti, which can be summarized as: 
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The descendeants of the last Ahom king Juvaraj Keshava Kanta 

Singha's widow, late Mahindri Devi presented to the Samiti a large 

collection of the paraphernalia of the Ahom Kings, consisting of the royal 

sceptre made of ivory Hengdans 168 the royal headdress, coats, clocks, 

trousers and wrappers etc. and a beautifully painted old fashioned wooden 

box where these articles were preserved in the family. The daughters of 

Juvaraj Keshava Kanta Singha also made a gift of historical articles, 

consisting of royal apparels, a sword and a gun 169
• Kumar Paramananda 

Singha, the descendant of the Rajas of Rani tributary chiefs under the 

vassalage of the Ahoms, presented to the Samiti a very heavy sword, an 

inscribed copper dish, and a cannon. 170 Another descendant of the tributary 

chiefs of the Ahoms, the Rajas of Dimarua presented a shield made of the 

skin of rhinocerous, which was probably used as a defensive weapon. Mr. 

Atma Ram Deka an Ahom inhabitant of Dhekial Mauza, Golaghat handed 

over the original manuscript of Assam Buranji from the earliest times to 

1521. Mr. Jagat Chandra Goswami of Makrang Tea Estate in the District of 

Sibsagar kindly presented some stone images to the Samiti, considered to be 

invaluable to all students of Assamese Hindu iconography. 171 There was a 

constant appeal from the Samiti to the people of Assam to help the Samiti 

for its growth and development. For the survival of such an institution of 

antiquarian interest two things are necessary i.e. man and money. Chandra 

Nath Sarma B.L., in concluding his report on the working of the Samiti 

(1912-20) wrote: 
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"Every place in Assam abound with objects of antiquarian 

interests; it is a large field of research and the samiti hopes 

that the public spirited educated gentlemen of Assam will join 

the institution and will help the Samiti with their suggestion 

d . " 172 an co-operatwn . 

Surya Kumar Bhuyan, the Honorary Secretary of the Samiti (1925) 

expressed his sentiment to the people as: 

"The Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti has now passed its stage 

of infancy and all the devotion of its selfless workers and 

sympathizers has made the institution worthy of a rank with 

other similar organizations of India. The Government and the 

public have contributed to its firstly expanding museum, 

articles of antiquarian interest and of a multifarious character 

curious, images, 

inscribed stones , martial weapons, regalia and token of 

currency". 173 

During the year 1927-2& the persons whose names are shown against 

it, procured the following articles of historical interst to the Samiti. 174 

Sl. No. Article Provided by 

1. One stone image Babu Hemanta Kumar Lahairi M.A.,B.L. 

2. Two copper plates Durganath Barna 

3. Two Cells Mr. C.R. Paswey B.A (oxen) I.C.S. 
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4. Broken parts of a copperplate Deputy Commissioner, Kamarup. 

5. One iron cannon ball Kamalaprasad Agarwalla 

6. Five pieces of inscribed stone Basudev Sarma 

7. One Stone pot Weaving Superitendent, Gauhati 

8. One stone gargolyale Babu Lalitmohan Lahiri 

9. Bell metal, cup, plate, lota The political officer, Sadiya 

and ghati 

10. Besalt image Sub Divisional officer, Tezpur 

11. Old hoe, axe, knife and rings for Dwarakanath Thakur 

joining slabs 

12. Four cells C.R. Pasway, Makakchang 

13. One Image of Radha and Krishna Mr.Harimohan Das 

14. One sword (from Hatimura Parvat) E.B.Shaw, Esqr. 

Mr. Dwarikanath Das of Chariduar sent to the premises of the Samiti 

an old stone spade, an old stone knife, a stone ring and a few stone articles, 

found in the newly made road to the Aka Hills near the Bhalukpung Gar. 

Mr. Krishnakanta Adhikari, Mauzadar, Dipila Mauza, kindly lent a 

Barkakat 175 to the Samiti for exhibition and publication of its content. 

Barkakat is a historical document, which was generally given to the owner 

of a Satra while it was first established. The following wooden articles were 

also handed over to the Samiti for preservation and exhibition. 176 
. 
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A painted Sarai 177 was presented by Kumar Bhupendranarayan Dev 

M.L.C. , Mangaldoi. Another painted Sarai with covering, measuring 1-2 

feet in height, presented by Kumar Dharmanarayan Deb, Mangaldoi. 

Mr. Manik Chandra Choudhury, Tea planter, Uzan Bazar Gauhati, 

gave a painted casket for display. Figures of kings with consort and design 

of ancient houses painted in glazing colours represent excellent 

workmanship in wood. 

Raja Rajendranarayan Deb , B.A., Gauhati presented a Bar Pera 
178 

and a 

Palanquins. 179 

One iron cannon ball belonging to one Mr. Pahbar Gogoi of Kathpar, 

Sibsagar was presented to the Samiti through Mr. Sriram Chandra Das , 

teacher Govt. M.V.School, Sibsagar. One Chutia Armlet was presented by 

E.F.Lydall, I.C.S who found it in the jungle near a Chulikata Mishmi 

Village close to Nizamghat, Sadiya. One ancient copper piece presented by 

Mr. Durganath Barna of Uzan Bazar, Gauhati, a part of iron armour 

belonging to the Parga Raj family(Rangpur) was provided to Samiti by Mr .. 

Nagendranath Choudhury, Zamindar of Lakhipur. Iron cannon balls were 

presented by Mr. Lakhinath Das M.Sc. Suparintendent, Water Works, 

Gauhati, ten Silver coins with Persian inscriptions purchased for Rupees 

10/- for the Samiti from Mr. Amritkanta Barua of North Gauhati. 180 

The manuscripts both in Assamese and Sanskrit form a rich 

historical and cultural heritage of Assam. In fact, the first serious attempt to 

collect Assamese manuscripts was made in 1912 by Sir Archdale Earle, 
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Chief commissioner of Assam when Hemchandra Goswami was deputed 

for that purpose. Mr. Goswamis's effort was a successful one. The 

following persons' contributions may be recalled in this effort. The 

manuscripts were deposited in the Library of Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti. 181 

l.Babu Kailash Chandra Sen, 

2.Baputi Ram Sarma Saikia 

3.Bhimkanta Mahanta 

4. Pratap Narayan Choudhuri 

5. Ratneswari Das 

6. Kartikchanndra Barua 

7. Adhikar, Auniati Satra 

8. Adhikar, Garmurh Satra 

9. Adhikar, Bengenaati Satra 

10. Adhikar, Bar Elengi Satra 

11. Adhikar, Kamalabari Satra 

12. Baputinath Kalita 

13. Muhiram Kalita 

14. Sonai Chutia 

15. Kashinath Barua 

16. Deoram Sarma 

17. Nityananda Gohain 

Cooch Behar 

Now gong, Assam 

Golaghat, Assam 

Nalbari, Assam 

Nowgong, Assam 

Dergaon, Assam 

Majuli, Assam 

Majuli, Assam 

Majuli,Assam 

Assam 

Majuli, Assam 

Golaghat, Assam 

Golaghat, Assam 

Golagahtt, Assam 

Nagaon, Assam 

Jorhat, Assam 

Marangi, Assam 
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18.Abhay Charan Choudhury Barpeta, Assam 

19 .. Kripanath Sarma Barpeta, Assam 

19. Padma Kanta Barna, Mauzadar Golaghat, Assam 

20. Bharat Ch. Das Barpeta, Assam 

21.Dibakar Sarma Nowgaon, Assam 

22. Krishnakanta Adhikari, Kaviraj Barpeta, Assam 

23. Dhaneswar Barua Rangiya, Assam 

24. Damodar Mahanta Golaghat, Assam 

25. Someswar Barua Golaghat, Assam 

26. Lakheswar Burhagohain Jorhat, Assam 

27. Anadar Mahanta Barpeta, Assam 

28. Dharmadutta Choudhury Khata, Nalbari 

29. Ramesh Ch. Das Barpeta, Assam 

30. Darrang Raj Family Mangaldoi, Assam 

31. Govinda Dev Misra Barpeta, Assam 

32. Durganath Barua Jorhat, Assam 

33. Mahadev Goswami Balisatra, Rangiya, Assam 

34. Nandinath Barua Nowgong, Assam 

35. Krishnakanta Bhattacharyya Jorhat, Assam 

Maulavi Azizur Rahman, a member and wellwisher of the Samiti 

helped the Samiti by paying a loan of Rs. 300/- for completion of the 

construction of the building. He did not charge any interest for the loan. 

Another member, Jogendranath Barna, M.A., B.L. supervised the 
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construction work and Achyutananda Choudhury the contractor charged 

only rupees 2100/- being the actual cost 
182

. 

Patronage of the Government : 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was fortunate enough to receive 

government patronage from its inception. The Samiti approached the 

government and was fortunate to secure the patronage of the Hon'ble Sir 

Archdale Earle, K.C.I.E .. , I.C.S. , Chief Commissioner of Assam and the 

Hon'ble Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon, C.S.I., C.I.E., Commissioner of the Assam 

Valley District and Honorary Director of Ethnography in Assam. 

The Assam Government was then approached for financial help and 

at last on 18-12-1915 the Samiti was fortunate in obtaining a grant of 

Rupees 250/- and from the next official year (1916-17) the Government was 

pleased to make a grant ofRs. 1000/-.183 

Broadly we may divide the government patronage to Samiti in two 

phases i.e., colonial and post-colonial. The colonial government's 

patronization to the Samiti can be marked with participation, assistance and 

suggestions. What were the influences behind these? David Kopf showed 

with deep insight that the company's servant; the more elite among them 

came from the intellectual cultural milieu of the eighteenth century 

European Enlightment, a fact which goes far to explain the phenomenal 

orientalist rediscovery of the Hindu Classical Age. 184 

Apart from personal love and devotion, there were two circumstances to 

which the recovery of India's forgotten past owed its impulse. The first was 
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the company's officials needed to know the language and culture of the 

people whom they have to administer. Linguistic proficiency was the key to 

avancement in the company's service; second, the young indologists got a 

patron in the Governor-general himself. Warren Hastings mastered the 

Persian language, collected Indian paintings and manuscripts, drew 

inspiration from the Bhagavad Gita and quoted it in his letters to his 

wife. 185 

The Samiti founded in 1912 was functioning temporarily either from 

Kamakhya temple or from Cotton College premises. However there is no 

record available pertaining to it. In the year 1916-17 a deputation meet his 

honour the Chief commissioner for permission to build a house on the site 

allotted by Government for the museum. The Government was pleased to 

accord permission. 186 Commenting on the patronage of the Government late 

Chandranath Sarma in his repot of the works of the Samiti, 1920 wrote : 

"The Samiti is exremely thankful to Sir Archdale Earle, K.C.I.E for 

his becoming the chief patron of the Samiti and for the annual grant 

of Rs. 1000. The Hon'ble Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon our Commissioner 

has taken a lively interest for the Samiti from its inception and 

without his support the Samiti could not have secured this grant from 

government. He has kindly agreed to guide this infant association 

with his valuable advice in the field of research. The Samiti begs to 

convey its thanks to him" 187 
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The Samiti approached the New Chief Commissioner to become its 

Chief patron and it has got the following reply from the Under Secretary. 

"I am directed to say that the Chief Commissioner has duly noted 

Rules of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti and that so long as the 

Association receive financial assistance from government it seems 

right that Chief Commissioner should be regarded ex officio as its 

Chief Patron. It does not seem necessary that each incumbant of the 

office should accept a personal connection with the association". 188 

The Samiti made some suggestions to the government through the 

commissioner Assam Valley with regard to the proposed museum and the 

government was pleased to intimate that the museum would be located on 

the south bank of Dighli Pukhuri and the Samiti' s proposal to open a 

botanical garden in connection with the museum would receive the 

consideration at the proper time. Certain draft rules for the working of the 

Samiti were submitted to the Commissioner Assam Valley Districts for his 

kind suggestion and on the 1th June 1916 at a general meeting presided 

over by the Commissioner the draft rules were passed with some alteration. 

The newly constructed house of the Samiti was formally declared opened 

by Hon'ble Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon in a meeting presided by him and he 

read an interesting paper on 'Tezpur Rock Inscription'. 

The Government was approached for present of all the monographs 

and also a regular supply of a copy of the Assam Gazette and of the General 

Administration report. The Samiti was glad that it received the following 
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from the Assam Secretariat Book Depot- The Garos, The Kacharis, The 

Luchai Kuki Class, The Mikir, The Meithies, The Naga tribe of Manipur, 

The Khasis. The Samiti was also supplied with a copy of the Assam 

Gazette. 189 The government grant of Rs. 1000/- was reduced to Rs. 600/- as 

measure of financial stringency for war during 1925-26. The Hon'ble 

Minister of Education Rai Bahadur Pramode Chandra Dutta made a 

supplementary grant of Rs. 400/- to make up the shortfall. In 1927-28 the 

Government of Assam very kindly sanctioned Rs. 2000/- for the 

construction of a strong room for the Samiti, where the puthis and other 

valuable relics would be preserved. 190
• Commenting on the role of the 

government Surya Kumar Bhuyan wrote: 

"Government has discharged its obligations for the prosecution of 

historical and archaeological research. The Archaeological Department has 

been established in the recent Imperial budget, and some amount has been 

spent in excavating operations near Tezpur, which have been attended with 

fruitful results. The fact of State obligation does not absolve our own 

countrymen from financing investigations into the past history of the land 

where they have taken their birth." 191 

In India all exploration work, including collection and coordination 

of funds, has to be done by the Government Department of Archaeology at 

the expenses of the general tax-payers. Our big potentates, the Rajas and 

Maharajas some of whom try to truce descent from the epic heroes of the 

solar or lunar dynasties will not however, spend a pice to find out and study 
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the relics of their own ancestors. There are research societies, apart from 

universities in the various Indian provinces; but richer people neglect them 

all. The establishment of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian 

Studies in 1928 maintained with a regular allotment from provincial 

revenues was a factor by which the government was in a way ceded its 

interest on the Kamarupa Anusanndhan Samiti. However enlighten British 

administrators kept a close contact with the Samiti without making any 

other financial grant. 

After independence the office bearers of the Sarniti approached the 

State Government for increasing the grant of Rs. 1000/-, which was not 

sufficient for even publishing the Journal. Sometimes grant was not paid 

without any reason. ~o grant was paid in the year 1957-58. 192 

The Sarniti received the annual grant of Rs. 1000/- "Under the item 2 

at page 59 of DFR 1960".193 During those days all government 

establishments were functioning from Shillong, it being the capital of 

Assam. Therefore it was necessary to make all correspondence through 

post, which was a time consuming process. Every year the Samiti was 

required to submit an application for sanction of the grant with the 

utilization certificate of the previous year grant. During the year 1972-73 

the Director of Cultural affairs, Assam sanctioned an amount of Rs. 5000/

vide Bank Draft No. 924044 Dt. 31.3.1973 to Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Sarniti as Grant m aid to Non Government Cultural 

Institutions/Organizations for 1972-73. 194 
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The Government of Assam, Director of Publiic Instructions 

sanctioned an amount of Rs. 6000/- to the Samiti for celebration of its 

Diamond Jubilee during 1972-73. Out of the total amount the Samiti was 

allowed to spend Rs. 5000/- in connection with the Diamond Jubilee and 

remaining amount was to be kept until further instructions from the 

government. 195 The Government of Assam through the Director of Public 

Instruction sanctioned a Library Grant of Rs. 2000/- on 23.5.1972 and the 

Samiti on 8.6.1972 received the same. 196 On 8.4.73 the Secretary, 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti requested State Government authority for 

allotment of land for construction of its new building as a full-fledged 

research institute. The Government through the Deputy Commissioner, 

Kamrup informed the Samiti that "Sarkari Garabad Land''197 measuring 2 

Bigha 0 Katha 3 Lechas covered by Dag No 196 and 286 of village and 

Mauza Jalukbari had been allotted to the Samiti for the purpose, Further the 

Deputy Commissioner informed that the land was under encroachment and 

step would be taken for possession and the Samiti would be informed in due 

time198
• The Samiti expressed its unwillingness to takeover the land as it 

was on outskirt of the city and there was no road communication. Moreover 

remaining away from the museum and department of archaeology it would 

be difficult to conduct its business. On 29.6.75 Mr. Murari Charan Das 

Secretary, Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti made a letter correspondence to 

the Director of Cultural affairs requesting to sanction a grant of Rs. 5000/

as the Education Department, Govt of Assam had not sanctioned any grant 
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to the Samiti on the plea that it was a cultural institution and as such 

Department of Cultural Affairs Government of Assam would grant money 

for it. The copy of the lletter was forwarded to the Honourable Minister of 

Home and Cultural Affairs late. Hiteswar Saikia , and requested him that as 

a patron of the Samiti his good office to grant an annual grant for the 

smooth running of the Samiti, However the response from the government 

was not known. 199 

The Secretary, Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti requested State 

Government, Department of Education for enhancement of annual grant in 

aid from Rs. 1000/- to 10000/- as Rupees 1000/- was insufficeient for 

printing of journal and other day-to-day activities. The Government 

authority, asked the Director of Archaeology his views regarding 

justification of increasing the amount. In reply to the Government the 

Director of Archaeology replied that the present financial condition of the 

Samiti was very pitiable, as it had no other source of income. There was an 

urgent need for increasing the amount. However the Director of 

Archaeology informed that Rs. 5000/- had earmarked for the Samiti from 

the budget of the museum in that year 200
. During 1978-79 Indian Council 

of Historical Research , New Delhi sanctioned Rs 3000/- as grant for 

holding seminar. 201 Indian Council of Historical Research also sanctioned 

Rs. 3000/- in the year 1980-81 as grant for seminar. 202 The Director of 

Cultural Affairs, Assam also sanctioned Rs. 2000/- for holding a seminar in 

the same year. 
203 

Government of India, Ministry of Education and Culture 
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sanctioned Rs. 7000/- as grant for publication of manuscripts. 204 In 1981, 

the Samiti received a grant of Rs. 50000/- for publishing K.K.Handique 

Commemoration Volume. 205 During 1982 Government of Assam, 

Department of Education sanctioned a grant of Rs. 5000/- for publication of 

the Journal and other developmental works of the Samiti. 206
. The Director 

of Archaeology paid additional grant-in-aid of Rs. 8000/- for developmental 

works.207 The Department of Education, Govt of Assam sanctioned Rs. 

10000/- as library grant. 208 for the development of the library of the Samiti. 

Govt of Assam also paid Rs. 45000/- as publication grant 209 for Benudhar 

Sarma Commemoration Volume. In 1983, the Indian Council of Historical 

Research paid Rs. 3000 as grant. 210 for holding seminar. The patronage of 

the Government at the initial stage was liberal; subsequently it would have 

been revised keeping in view of the developmental activities of a research 

society. Unfortunately it has not been done even to day. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ACTIVITIES AND CONSTRAINTS 

The earliest and one of the positive results of the British conquest and 

unification of India-one, which kept pace with the process, itself-was the 

recovery of ancient Indian History on modem lines of historiography. The 

English came to have a fair knowledge of medieval India because the medieval 

Indo-Muslim historians prior to the advent of the British had duly written and 

preserved the history of the seven or eight hundred years. But the typical Hindu 

view of life had kept history encompassing the mundane experience of human 

beings outside the pale of useful knowledge and there were no genuine 

historical records on ancient India that the men of the east India Company 

could rely upon 1
• The Hindus, as the British found him, had a vague 

consciousness of the antiquity of his country's culture, which indeed he was 

prone to exaggerate. It was to this task of reconstructing the lost history of 

India that the orientalist or the indologist addressed himself or herself. In the 

absence of genuine historical texts, the work of reconstruction had to rely 

almost entirely on information obtainable from literature and different kinds of 

archaeological finds like inscriptions, coins, monuments and sculpture 2. 

The activities of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti were defined in its 

objectives. The main objects of the Samiiti was to carry on researches in 
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matters relating to history, archaeology, ethnography etc. i.e. all that usually 

came under the purview of a research society and to collect books, 

manuscripts, coins, copper plates, statues, curved stones, anthropological 

articles etc. i.e. the things that should find place in a library and a museum of 

such a society. The articles suitable for museum should be hand over to the 

government to be placed in the proposed Government Museum at Gauhati 3
. 

The early history of Assam has not been fully explored. Edward Gait's 

well-known 'A History of Assam' passes lightly over the early period, which 

are perhaps the most creative and the most significant in the history of the 

province. Gait seamlessly wove the Ahom and the Assamese together.4 His 

narrative became very popular, however, because it was written for public 

consumption and not simply for administrative knowledge. It was a departure 

from the Buranji tradition and a very definite break from Robinson's 5 kind of 

scholarship. Legitimately, Gait's work evoked tremendous enthusiasm and 

generated serious debate on its content, hypothesis and method. Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya was severely critical of Gait's perception of historical events 

and process. He was equally dissatisfied with Gait's interpretation of textual 

terms and their intended meaning. Finally he did not quite approve of the 

political undertone in Gait's writing . 6 Progress of historical study in the 

nineteenth century Assam was due to the efforts of a band of Assamese 

chroniclers, spearheaded by Haliram Dhekial Phukan who compiled his Assam 

Buranji (1829) in four parts and in Bengali language. Since the concept of 



231 

scientific history was not developed during those days, the other History 

writers thereafter till 1888 was based on traditional sources, myth and legends. 

The Ahom ruled in Assam nearly six hundred years. The chain of historical 

events, however since the last six hundred years, has been carefully preserved 

and their authenticity can be relied upon. The Ahoms also gave Assam its first 

recorded history 7
• They are numerous and voluminous. According to the 

custom of the country, knowledge of the Buranji's was an indispensable 

qualification in an Assamese gentleman and every family of distinction, and 

specially the government and public officers, kept the most minutes records of 

the historical events, prepared by the bared Pandits of the country 8
. True that 

in the desultory chronicles, covering the very large period from Bhagadatta of 

Maharashatra fame to the advent of the Ahom, a Shan tribe, to this part of the 

country in 1228 A.D., history and legend have intrically interwoven 

themselves, although it is possible for us now to reconstruct in part the history 

of ruling dynasties of Kamarupa, prior to the Ahom regime from inscriptions 

and other sources 9
• But the legendary accounts of ancient Kamarupa still stand 

in needed of further scrutiny in an attempt to see if they can yield historical 

substance on same from of archaeological corroboration. 

J.P.Mills remarked, "Our province displays a vast and almost virgin 

field such as few learned societies in the world are fortunate enough to have 

before them. Its history goes back in to the dim ages, and there were kings 

reigning in Assam when Rome was as yet only a small Latin state fighting for 
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its existence against powerful rivals" 10
. For epigraphic records so far brought 

to light it is possible to trace an almost unbroken genealogy of those kings 

from about the middle of the fourth century A.D. down to the twelfth or a 

period of nearly nine hundred years. Very few of the old Hindu kingdoms in 

India can present such unique genealogical records covering such a long 

period. Although epigraphic records that have come down to light are by no 

means few in numbers, other memorials, besides coins such as palaces and 

temples, apart from temple images and ruins scattered here and there belonging 

to the pre Ahom period, are non-existent. 11 The province suffered much from 

the natural and man made destruction of archaeology, yet a vast amount of 

material remains, and it is the task of a research society to find and interpret it. 

Some branches of this task require considerable rounds, but others need little 

more than keenness and trained skill 12
. 

The object of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiiti was that of all similar 

societies, namely to push further and further back in to the past the division 

between history and pre history, Assam was rich in the possession of written 

records. A good number of researches have been done in this field, but much 

remains. All the old records are admittedly not of equal value but only 

preserving and translating all can every grain be winnowed from the chaff 13• 

The activities of the Karnarupa Anusandhana Samiti was similar in lines 

of the various other Research Societies 14
• Accordingly the Samiti framed 

certain rules for adoption with effect from 151 April1916. Though it took about 
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four years to make the rules in papers through the approval of the Executive 

Committee; the Samiti from its 

beginning was guided by predetermined activities, because already similar 

institutions were working in other parts of the country namely- The Asiatic 

Society of Bengal founded by Sir William Jones in 1784 A.D. Sir James 

Machintosh founded the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society in 1804 

A.D., Reverend Father A.M. Tabard, a French Missionary in the year 1906 

A.D, founded the Mythic Society, V.K. Rajwade and K.C. Mehendale founded 

the Bharat Itihasa Sansodhak Mandala in 1910 A.D. and Ray Sarat Kumar 

founded the Varendra Anusandhan Samiti in 1910. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti is the first and foremost 

organization in the province with the distinct object of promoting historical 

research. It was established at the initiative of the scholars who were present at 

the conference of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan (5th Session) held at the 

premises of Kamakhya Temple on 7th April 1912, with its headquarter at 

Gauhati. The Samiti was formed with twelve members and later on Secretary 

and Assistant Secretary were selected. 

The first and foremost activity of the Samiti was the publication and 

circulation of a prospectus. By doing so the Samiti wanted to mobilize public 

opinion and to seek co-operation in the research activities. It was necessitated, 

as the numbers of educated people were very less at that time. At the same time 

the historical awareness among the common people as well as the educated 
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class were at its lowest level. As per Census report of 1911, in Assam out of a 

population of 7.059,857 only 333,672 were classified literate. Literacy among 

the Brahmins was 324, (out of one thousand population), among the Kalitas 

(the next higher caste in Assam) 79 and among the Ahoms 61, while the Mikirs 

and other tribes had only 03 literate persons. 15 The cause of Assamese 

literature and history has always suffered for the absence of a wealthy leisured 

class; men who have to follow other vocations in life have to work in the field 

of history and literature; and every financial project had to be executed by 

Government support or by contribution from individual donors 16.Considering 

the state of fund and the capacity and the leisure at the disposal of the workers, 

the Samiti's plan at that time was not to launch itself independently in to any 

work that would require a good deal of organization and money, but to do as 

much work as could be done with the help it expects from the Government and 

the patrons, and which could be taken up by its individual members. The 

difficulty arose for getting the sources to reconstruct the history of Assam. One 

could not expect that there would be readymade materials. How a history of 

India to be written when so little documents were available? For that matter, 

how was the history of a vanished civilization like that of Rome written in the 

modem times? The documents existed, but many words had no meaning to 

modem people. This meaning was acquired by the comparative study of 

surviving antiquities. That certain individuals really existed was taken as 

proved by their coins, statues, tombstones, monuments, and inscriptions. The 
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confirmation in turn, gave weight to the documentary record. Archaeological 

dug up ~ght bury remnants of the past; literary sources were regarded at that 

time as trustworthy only to the extent that they could be substantiated by 

archaeological methods. Finally archaeology helped documents to tell how the 

person of a vanished age actually lived through the meaning of certain changed 

keywords. 17 

Without government support the Samiti could not move further. On 41
h 

October 1913, seven members of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti 18 

submitted a memorandum to the Chief Commissioner of Assam Hon 'ble Sir 

Archdale Earle, K.C.l.E., I.C.S. seeking consent to be the Chief patron of the 

Samiti. The petition was submitted through Lt. Col. D. Herbert, I.C.S. then 

officiating Commissioner of Assam Valley District. Lt. Col Herbert vide office 

order No. 8846G. Dt.. 1-11-1913 submitted a report to the Hon 'ble Chief 

Commissioner of Assam. In his report he mentioned that: 

"the names of these gentlemen who have signed the petition are 

a sufficient guarantee of the bonafides of the Association. The 

main object of the association being the laudable one of the 

historical research regarding the ancient province of Kamarupa. I 

beg to recommend that the Hon 'ble Chief Commissioner be 

pleased to accept to the prayer of the petitioners that he will 

become Chief patron of the Society" 19
• 
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Based on this report the Secretary II of the Chief Commissioner communicated 

to the Commissioner Assam valley District on 1th November 1913 as-

"Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No 

8846 G Dt. 11.11.13 and his reply to say that the Chief 

Commissioner is Pleased to acknowledge the request of the 

members to be the Chief Patron of the Kamarupa Anusandhana 

Samiti. The members of the Samiti may be informed 

accordingly". 20 

On 25th April 1914, Babu Kalicharan Sen, the Honorary Secretary of the Samiti 

submitted a petition to the Hon'ble Sir Archdale Earle K.C.I.E., I.C.S., Chief 

Commissioner of Assam and Chief Patron of the Samiti through the Hon'ble 

Lt. Col. P.R.T Gurdon I.A., C.S.I, Hony. Director of Ethnography in Assam 

and Patron of the Samiti. 

The application stated that as the Government had decided that a 

Museum would be established at Gauhati but as it was not yet decided where 

the museum would be located; the Samiti deemed it advisable to submit its 

view on the point before the Chief Commissioner. 

"The tank called Dighli Pukhri has a traditional reputation of having 

been excavated by Raja Bhagadatta, the illustrious ruler of Pragjyotisha, on the 

occasion of the marriage of his daughter Bhanumati with Raja Duryyodhana of 
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Hastinapur, the famous hero of Mahabharata. It is but proper that its bank 

should afford a spot for the location of the proposed museum which will be a 

repository of all the available collections of historical interests in connection 

with the ancient kingdom of Pragjyotishpur as well as all the mineral, 

geological and botanical specimens of the province of which Gauhati is going 

to be the most conventional educational centre. The Northwest and east banks 

are already occupied with other institutions/ organizations. But the southern 

bank is as yet lying vacant, the Samiti beg humbly to propose that on this bank 

the museum might be located. Further to propose that to this museum might. 

attached a garden wherein should be planted botanical specimens, indigenous 

or otherwise; so that in the event of the Cotton College becoming affiliated in 

Botany which is sure to be in the near future this garden may serve as a useful 

adjacent for practical training on that branch of learning. The Samiti has also 

submitted a rough skeleton outline of estimate of Rupees twenty thousands to 

begin with. The Samiti' s collection of antiquarian interest has been gieatly 

hampered in absence of a suitable place to keep with safety; even the valuable 

manuscripts collections are lying closed in almirahs in the record rooms of the 

commissioner's office and as such inaccessible to those who would take up 

research work; and same is also the condition of the coin which are at present 

kept in Shillong and hope this all will find a suitable accommodation in this 

museum that will be resorted to not only by the local people but also , on 

account of the importance of this town by persons of antiquarian propensities 
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from outside. The Samiti suggest the name of the museum may be "Kamarupa 

Chitra Sala" (Museum) in memory of this ancient historical province with 

which the Samiti is connected". 21 The Government replied the Samiti that 

necessary action would be taken in due course and Samiti would be informed 

accordingly 

In accordance with the rules an Executive Committee was formed on 

lOth November 1916 for the remaining period of the year 1916-17 and the 

following gentlemen were elected and nominated as laid down in rule 13. 

Elected Members : Mr.Sarat Chandra Goswami 

Mr.Satyanath Bora 

Rai Bhuban Ram Das Bahadur 

Mr.Ramdev Sarmma 

Munshi Azizur Rahman 

Mr.Gauri Kanta Talukdar 

Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami 

Nominated Members: Mr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee 

Mr. Jogendra Nath Barua 

Mr.Lakshmi Narayan Chatterjee 

On 1Oth December 1916, the members of the Committee elected the 

following office bearer under Rule 14 of the Kamarupa Anusandhana 

Samiti. 22 

Rai Bahadur Bhuban Ram Das (President) 



Babu Kalicharan Sen 

Gauri Kanta Talukdar 

Jogendra Nath Baruah, M.A., B.L. 

( Secretary) 

(Assistant Secretary) 

(Treasurer) 
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Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinood did not stand for the Executive 

Committee, except Suresh Channdra Banerjee no other founder members were 

included in this committee. 

The prospectus of the Samiti was published on the 5th December, 1914 

and widely circulated among European and Indian gentlemen asking for co

operation in the research work of the Samiti. Various Interesting papers on 

different subjects were read in the Samiti from time to time and Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya ,Vidyavinod, read a very interesting paper on a copperplate of 

Bhaskarvarmana. This plate was discovered in Sylhet and was deciphered by 

him23
. The Samiti prepared certain draft rules for working of the Samiti and 

submitted to the Commissioner Assam Valley District for his kind suggestions 

and on lih June 1916, at a General Meeting presided over by the 

Commissioner, the draft rules were passed with some alteration. It was marked 

that some members wanted to change the name of the Samiti. There was much 

discussion about the change of Samiti's name and finally it was decided that 

the name "Kamarupa Anusandhana" would be retained 24
. The rules were 

printed and distributed among the members. The rules served as the 

constitution of the Samiti though the idea, concept and necessity of a written 

constitution was neither felt nor discussed. 
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The numbers of members till July 1916 was eighty five but as many of 

them did not pay their subscription and their membership stands cancelled as 

per rule No. 7 and the number declined to thirty six. The Samiti made attempt 

to induce other members who were in arrears to pay in their subscription for 

the year 1916-17.25 The Samiti did not undertake any major project due to lack 

of manpower and money. First of all there were no full time workers who 

would devote themselves continuously. Secondly the grant received from the 

government was too meagre and the member's contributions were also 

negligible. Therefore research activities were undertaken at the initiative of the 

individual members where Samiti provided all necessary assistance. During the 

year 1916-17 the Samiti carried out the following activities. 

a) Compilation of Yogini Tantra: 

Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami had undertaken to prepare an edition of this 

book. The Secretary of the Samiti procured three copies from the Asiatic 

Society of sBengal and HemChandra Goswami collected four copies and a 

copy was prepared by consulting all those books. A Pandit 26 was engaged 

to prepare a correct reading of the book and the work was almost 

completed. The Pandit was paid Rs. 25/- for the services he rendered to the 

Samiti 
27 

• But due to the increase of price of paper and poor financial 

condition of the Samiti printing of the book delayed. 

b) Compilation of Hara Gauri Sambad : 
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Pandit Lakhi Kanta Misra Bhagabati undertook to prepare an edition of this 

book. A copy was prepared by consulting the Puhis, one collected by 

Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami and the other by himself 28 

During the year 1917-18 the following works were completed. 

a) Construction of the own house of the Samiti : 

Till that time, the Samiti was not in a position to had its own house. The 

meetings of the Sarniti were held either at Curzon Hall or at Earle Law 

College, Guwahati .. During that year the Samiti undertook to construct a 

house on the site allotted by the Government of Assam for the Museum. 

In December,1916 a deputation of the Samiti waited on his honour, the 

Chief Commissioner, for permission to build a house on the site allotted 

for the Museum 29 and the Government was pleased to accord 

pernnss10n. 

A Sub Committee consisting of Mr. Jogendra Nath Barua, Rai Bahadur 

Bhuban Ram Das, Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami and Munshi Azizur 

Rahman formed to construct a house on the site approved by the 

Government. A plan of the house had been prepared and one Acbyutananda 

Choudhury had been given a contract to build it for Rupees 2100/-. The 

contractor gave a written agreement to complete the house within the time 

frame and the work was completed 30
. The completion of the construction of 

the house removed a long want of the Samiti. The house was divided in to 

two rooms. The western room would be used as a sort of strong room for 
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depositing valuable historical relics and the other room would be used as 

office. The dimension of the house was 36 feet x 18 feet.. Mr. Jogendra Nath 

Barna supervised the construction works. The Samiti made an attempt for 

collection of articles of historical interest, but as the financial condition was 

not sound it was not progressed as per its expectations. 

b) Preparation of a list of articles of historical interest. 

The Samiti requested some gentlemen to furnish it with a list of such 

articles in different parts of greater Guwahati town area. The Samiti was 

informed about some of the objects and it was decided that as soon as the 

building of the Samiti completed the objects would be collected and preserved. 

In another attempt the Samiti applied to the government for the temporary use 

of a house to store such objects but as the Government was not in favour of 

making any temporary arrangement, the articles could not be collected. The 

Chief Commissioner was in opinion that as the objects were of historical 

interest and mostly of them were the Puthis, and as there was no fire proof 

building available at that time, no temporary arrangement was possible. 31 

c) Exploration : 

i) Kannachal ruins. 

There was a hillock to the east of the Navagraha temple. Chandra Nath 

Sarma and Hem Channdra Goswami received information about the existence 

of two Shiva Lingums. They visited the place. The place was covered with 

thick jungle, and they could only discover a few broken bricks and stones and 
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also two Shiva Lingums embedded in earth. The place was cleared of its jungle 

at the expenses of the Samiti, and big chiseled stones and bricks of huge 

dimensions each measuring 181 xl21 x7' and weighting about thirty Seers 
32 had 

been found lying scattered all over the place. There was a hollow ground of 

about fifteen feet diameter in the centre of the hill and at a little distance from 

this place there were three Shiva Lingums one in a broken state and two in very 

d f . 33 goo state o preservatiOn . 

ii) Sarania Hill ruins. 

This hill lay at a distance of about two miles from Gauhati. The Samiti 

cleared its top with the result that two big stone slabs, cut with lotuses of eight 

petals each had been found there besides some broken bricks scattered all over 

the place at some distance from this ruin. There was fine cut figure of a 

Ganesha and all sides of that figure there were numerous mystic diagrams of 

various shapes and sizes. 

iii) Ancient Site of a Ruined City: 

The Samiti also found a place towards north east of the Sarania Hill at a 

distance of about three miles from Gauhati about a square mile in area which 

seems to had been in laid throughout with bricks about three feet deep. That 

place was hemmed in all sides by small hillocks and looks like strong natural 

fort and the Samiti thought that the place might have been the site of an ancient 

town might be that of Pragjyotishpur of Mahabharata fame. Keeping the 
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importance of archaeological excavation to reveal more information the 

Superintendent of Archaeological Survey of India, Eastern Circle was 

addressed through the Director of Ethnography to kindly visit those interesting 

ruins and favour the Samiti with advice and suggestions. 34 

iv) Inauguration of the Samiti's House 

The major work during the session 1917-18 was the completion of 

construction of the house of the Samiti. The house with the out house was 

completed in August, 1917. A General Meeting was held in the open ground in 

front of the house for the purpose of formally opening it. The Hon'ble Lt. Col. 

P.R.T. Gurdon C.S.I presided at the meeting and opened the padlock of the 

house. He also read a very interesting paper on "The Tezpur Rock Inscription". 

Many leading European and Indian gentlemen attended the meeting. 35 

v) Collection of articles of Historical interest: 

Some stone images lying in the Curzon Hall were removed to the new 

house and the stone image lying in the Verandah of the office room of the 

Personal Assistant of the Commissioner had also removed there with the 

permission of the Commissioner. On the top of the Rakhyasini hill near 

Soalkuchi 36 some broken piece of bricks were found, it was brought and 

preserved in the Samiti. 

Exploration and visit to Rakhyasini hill. 
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The Samiti requested the Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey 

of India, Eastern Circle to visit the sites of Saraniya and Kannachal hill ruins. 

Mr. Pandey, the Assistant Superintendent of the department came and visited 

the site. The superintendent had written to the honorary Director of 

Ethnography, Assam, expressing his inability to undertake the exploration 

'within the viable time as his hand was full with excavation work already 

started'. The Samiti however intended to took up the work of excavating the 

ruins of Saraniya hill. 

Thereafter, sduring the year 1917-18, Chandranath Sarma, Hemchandra 

Goswami and Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswara Bhattacharya lead a visit to the 

top of Rakhyashini hill, in the middle of the Brahmaputra above Soalkuchi 

village. They started their journey with a boat. As there was no road to the hill, 

they took the help of a cultivator to reach the top. They climbed up the hill 

with great difficulty and found there a hollow like that on the top of Kannachal 

and Saraniya hill. There was a big cave in the centre of which there were three 

pieces of a stone slate. They went inside the cave but did not find anything of 

historic interest 37 

Compilation of Yogini Tantra: 

His Highness the Maharajah of Cooch Behar, kindly agreed to publish 

this book at his expense. Pandit Hemchandra Goswami was editing it and as 

soon as it was complete it would be sent to Khan Choudhury Amanatullah 

Ahmad, a member of His Highness Council. The Sanskrit portion had been 
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corrected with the help of Pandits and it was expected that the book would be 

ready for print within two months. 

Hara Gauri Sambad had been complied and edited by Lakhikanta Misra 

and the Samiti intended to take the publication of this book as soon as 

"bl 38 pOSSl e. 

During the year 1918-19 the huge figure of Mahadeva with ten hands 

and the stone gate were removed from the bunglow of Mr. Sudmerson 39 and 

placed in the compound of the Samiti and a few other stone sculptures were 

collected. The beautiful curved stone found in the bunglow of Deputy 

Commissioner, Kamrup had with his permission been removed to Samiti's 

house. The Samiti also received the permission of the Deputy Commissioner to 

remove the stone inscription from the compound of the Cercuit House. The 

stone slab with inscription on both sides found in the commissioner's bunglow 

was also removed to the Samiti's premises. This inscription had not been 

deciphered yet. 

Publication of Books 

The Samiti undertook the printing of a very interesting Buranji Puthi 

found by Panditt Hemchandra Goswami in the library of late Yubraj Keshab 

Kanta Singha of Gauhati. It dealt with the earlier periods of Ahom History 

down to the reign of King Gadadhar Singha. The Puthi was written on sanchi 

bulk. Portions of this book had been prescribed in Assamese Vernacular, for 

the B.A. Examination of the Calcutta University. 40 
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Exploration: 

As a routine activity, a party consisting of the following gentlemen 

visited North Guwahati with a view to see if there were any relics of historical 

interest: 

Hemchanndra Goswami 

Jogendra Nath Barua ( E.A.C.) 

Bishnu Ram Medhi 

Sishir Kumar Barua 

Sonaram Choudhury 

Jogendra Nath Barua (Pleader) 

They found many interesting stone cut curving and inscriptions there, 

the most interesting of which was a Pre Ahom Inscription in Sanskrit recording 

the defeat of the Mahommadans in 1127 (1206A.D.) 41 This evidently refered 

to the defeat of Bukhtear Khilji at the hand of the King of Kamata who was 

then rulling over the track between Barnadi on the east and Karotoya on the 

west. Mr. Sishir Kumar Barna read a paper on those carving. On the request of 

the Samiti the hillock, Kannachal has been declared to be protected under the 

ancient monument preservation act, 1904.42 The Samiti further moved the 

government through the Deputy commissioner to preserve Rakhyashini hillock 

and Saraniya hill ruins under the same Act. 

Library of the Samiiti : 
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The Samiti had started a library and some interesting books had been 

purchased at a cost of rupees 122/-. Mr. Lila Ram Das, son of late Bhuban Ram 

Das Rai Bahadur had made a present of Encyclopadia to the Samiti. The Samiti 

conveyed its best thanks. The Government was approached for present of all 

the monographs and also for a regular supply of a copy of the "Assam 

Gazette" and of the general Administration Report. The Samiti received the 

following monographs from the Assam Secretariat Book Depot: The Garos, 

the Kacharis, the Lushai Kuki Class, the Mikir, the Meithis, the Naga Tribes of 

Manipur, the Khasis and supplied with a copy of the Assam Gazette. On the 

budget of the year 1919-20 an allotment of one hundred rupees had been made 

for purchase of books. The library was open to all the members. Mr. Mahi 

Kanta Sarma, Vyakarantirtha Sastri was appointed as Honorary Librarian by 

the Samiti. 43 Representatives of the Samiti had been to Mrs. Tunstall's Indigo

Planttion at Lanka, Assam Bengal Railways for a very valuable inscribed stone 

slab, and to Dibrugarh for a Vishnu image. Excursions had been made to the 

ancient royal families of Rani and Dimarua, which resulted in the acquisition 

of certain relics for the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 

Transcribed Manuscripts: 

The Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti had in its library several 

transcriptions of valuable manuscripts, Puthis and books. They were made 

chiefly because the originals could not be acquired by the Samiti or because 
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the original manuscripts were too delicate and worn out be handled with safely. 

The Samiti made the following transcriptions 44
: 

1. Yogini Tantra 

11. Hara Gauri Sambad 

111. Assam Buranji ( From the earliest time to the reign of 

Gadadhar Singha) 

iv. Historicalletters 

v. Hari Vamsa 

v1. Rani-Raj vamsavali 

v11. Assam Buranji (From earliest time to 1526 A.D) 

vm. Assam Buranji (dealing with war of Ahom Kings) 

IX. Guru Charita (life of Sankaradeva in Assamese Verse) 

x. Dr. Wade's History of Assam 

XI. Dr. Wade's Geography of Assam 

xu. History of Ancient Kamarupa 

xm. Buchanan Hamilton's Commerce with Assam 

xiv. Patcha- Buranji ( A History of the Emperors of Delhi m 

Assamese). 

Publications 

For want of sufficient funds the Samiti was not able to make a good 

progress in the field of publication. However, inspite of the constraints the 

following pamphlets and volumes were published till 1993.45 
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1. Prospectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti ( December, 

1914) 

n. Rules of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti (April, 1916) 

m. The Work of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. ( 1920 ) 

IV. Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

(1927) 

v. Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

(1931) 

VI. Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

(1937) 

vu. Journal of the Assam Research Society Started from 1933. 

vm. Purani Asom Buranji (ed) Hemchandra Goswami. (1922) 

IX. Patcha- Buranji (ed) Surya Kumar Bhuyan (1935) 

x. Antiquities of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti (ed) S. Kataki 

(1939) 

XI. A Bibliography of the Works of late Pandit Hemchandra 

Goswami (1931) (ed) D.Goswami & S.Kataki. 

xu. Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharya (in Assamese) 

K. C. Bhattacharyya, ( 1928) 

xu1. Abhinandan Bharati ( Professor K.K. Handique felicitation 

Volume) 1982 (ed) B.N.Sastri & P.C.Choudhury 

XIV. Ananda- Lahari (ed) B.N. Sastri and P.C.Choudhury (1983) 
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xv. Descriptive Catelogue of Manuscripts. (ed) D. Chutia (1984) 

xv1. Readings in the History and Cultures of Assam (ed) D.Chutia, 

(1984) 

xvn. A Source book of Archaeology of Assam and other states of 

North Eastern India (ed) D.Chutia (1984) 

xvm. Benudhar Sarma co-mmemoration Volume (ed) G.N.Bhuyan 

and D.Chutia.(1967) 

xix. A Souvenir Volume of the Journal of the Assam Research 

Society, 1978. (ed) P.C.Choudhury (1978) 

xx. Hara Gauri Sambad (ed) B.N. Sastri 

xx1. Proceedings and Transaction of the Seminar 1982. 

xxn. The Diamond Jubilee Souvenir (ed) D. Sarma, 1973. 

xxm. The Platinum Jubilee Souvenir (ed) D.Chutia, 1993. 

In addition to the above the Samiti brought out and dedicated from time 

to time special issues of its organ, the journal of the Assam Research Society, 

as commemoration/ felicitation volume of which mention may be made of the 

following. 46 

1. Kanak Lal Barua co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xiii, 1959. 

n. Hemchandra Goswami co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xiv, 1960 

111. Kali Ram Medhi co-mmemoration volume , Vol. xv, 1963 

IV. Birinchi Kumar Baruah co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xvi, 

1964. 
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v. Banikanta Kakati co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xvii, 1966 

v1. Uma Kanta Goswami co-mmemoration volume, Vol.xviii, 1968. 

vu. Nanda Talukdar co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xxvii, 1983 

vn1. Dibakar Goswami co-mmemoration volume, Vol.xxviii, 1984-85 

1x. Premadhar Choudhury co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xxxi, 

1989-90. 

x. Raj Mohan Nath co-mmemoration volume, Vol.xxxiii, 1994. 

Exhibition: 

By the year 1930 another aspect of the Samiti' s activities was started. It 

was the demonstration through lantern slides, for that purpose thirty five 

lantern slides on the Assam's antiquities including specimens of royal apparel, 

ancient pottery, image of stone or bronze, facsimiles of stone inscriptions, 

archaeological ruins, ancient coins, ancient paintings and old manuscripts etc. 

were prepared. Two lantern lecture demonstrating these slides were arranged 

one in a meeting at Cotton College and the other in the Curzon Hall, Guwahati. 

Gradually the number of such slides increased and the Samiti used to 

participated in the exihibition held at Sibsagar where it exhibits attracted public 

attention. Subsequently the Samiti arranged an exhibition of its collection in 

Panbazar Girls' High school, Guwahati.47 

Deputation for Collection of Historical Relics: 

The question of the extreme desirability of deputing a gentleman to 

various parts of the province for the purpose of collecting old historical relics 



253 

was first raised in a meeting of the Executive Committee held on 20th July, 

1929 by Surya Kumar Bhuyan, the then honorary Secretary of the Samiti. The 

executive committee accepted the proposal and a resolution were passed 

requesting the Government of Assam to arrange the deputation of Mr. 

Sarveswar Kataki for the purpose. 48 

After a series of correspondence with the Government; the Director of 

Public Instructions and the Inspector of Schools, the Samiti ultimately 

succeeded in procuring six weeks leave to Mr. Sarveswar Kataki on half pay. 

The Samiti sanctioned Rs. 265/- to cover the expenses of Mr. Kataki's 

deputation for one month. 49 

On completion of the deputation, the Samiti through Resolution No. 

vi( a) and (b) Date 5th June 1931 thanked the Director of Public Instructions for 

sanctioning leave to Mr. Sarveswar Kataki alongwith a list of the interesting 

articles collected. 50 

Preparation of Lantern Slides : 

Forty-five lantern slides of historical and antiquarian interests were 

made and added to the previous year's stock. With the help of these slides Mr. 

Sarveswar Kataki delivered lantern lectures on the antiquities of Assam in the 

Governor House, Shillong, Head Masters' and Deputy Inspectors' Conference, 

Jorhat Public Hall, Goalpara High School and in the Gauhati Mahila Samiti 

Exhibition Ground. 

Publication of Articles : 
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i) A valuable article written by Sarveswar Kataki on 

Antiquities of Assam illustrating some of the articles 

deposited in the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was 

published in the famous journal of the Indian Historical 

Quarterly Volume vi No.2. 

ii) A series of Articles written by Sarveswar Kataki have 

been published in A wahan, vol.ii with illustrations of 

some of the Articles preserved in the Samiti. 

Delegates to the Oriental Conference: 

In response to the Secretary Oriental Conference, Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

and Sarveswar Kataki attended as delegates of the Samiti in the sixth sitting of 

the oriental Conference held at Patna in December, 1930 51 In 1931 Dibakar 

Goswami and Hari Mohan Das attended the 7th Session of All India Oriental 

Conference at Baroda at their own expenses. 

Collection of Historical Articles : 

On receipt of the information regarding the existence of some extensive 

ruins of ancient buildings in the hills near Numaligarh Tea Estate in the 

Golaghat Sub Division, the Executive Committee deputed Mr.Sarveswar 

Kataki, the then honorary Assistant Secretary of the Samiti to visit the locality 
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and to collect relics there from. In March 1935, Mr. Kataki visited the site and 

amongst a large number of curved stones, sculptures and structural remains 

that he found scattered over the place, he was able to select and remove to the 

Museum of the Samiti the following seven specimens. 52 

i) One Elephant engraved stone measuring roughly 3feet x 2.6 feet. 

ii) One lotus engraved stone measuring roughly 

iii) One Trident or I antra 

2 feet x 1.6 feet. 

3 feet x 2 feet. 

iv) One slab of stone with human figure curved on it 4 feet x 2 feet. 

v) One slab of stone with human figure curved on it 4 feet x 2.6 feet 

v) One Nataraja figure of Shiva 2 feet x 3.5 feet. 

vi) One inscribed stone 3 feet x 3 feet. 

Among other collections made during the year 1934-37 the following may be 

mentioned 53
. 

i) One slab of inscribed stone found m the yard of Deputy 

Commissioner's compound 

ii) One monkey sculpture found in the back yard of the Deputy 

Commissioner's compound. 

iii) One Kekora Dolar Dhekar 54 acquired by Mr. Sarat Chandra 

Goswami, Inspector of Schools, from one Maulavi Abdur 

Rahman, Assistant teacher, Govt. High School, Jorhat. 
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iv) A few spectmen of potteries found by late A.J.W. Millroy, 

Deputy conservator of Forest, Assam on the left bank of river 

Bhoroli in Darrang district. 

v) One iron cannon ball belonging to one Mr. Pahbar Gogoi of 

Sibsagar. 

vi) One Chutiya armlet presented by Mr. E.F. Lydall, I.C.S, who 

found it in the jungle close to Nizamghat, Sadiya. 

vii) One ancient copper piece- presented by Mr. J.H. Grace, the then 

Political Officer, Sadiya. 

viii) A Part of iron armour- belonging to Porga raj family (Rangpur) 

received from Nagendra Nath Choudhury, Zamindar, Lakhipur. 

ix) Some cannon balls- presented by Mr. Lakhinath Das, M.Sc. 

Superintendent, Water Works, Gauhati. 

x) A piece of crest glass stone brought from Mikir hills by Mr. 

Sarveswar Kataki. 

xi) An old brick from Mikir hill by Mr. Sarveswar Kataki. 

xii) Ten silver coins with Persian inscriptions purchased for Rupees 

ten for the Samiti from one Amrit Kanta Borah of North 

Gauhati. 

xiii) Six silver coins purchased for rupees five for the Samiti from 

Mr. Jiban Chandra Sarma Daloi of Madhab Temple, Hajo, five 

of them been Persian inscriptions and one was an Ahom coin. 
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xiv) Three paintings depicting-

a) Naga hill tribes 

b) The Kareng Ghar 

c) Jai-deol drawn and presented by Narendra Nath Uzir, a 

student of Cotton College, Gauhati. 

The Museum Issue: 

Since its inception as indicated earlier, the Samiti aimed at having a 

Museum established at Guwahati for collection, preservation and exhibition of 

antiquities bearing on the history and culture of the land. But as it was found 

impracticable to have the Museum established by its own efforts in view of its 

inadequate fund position and other limitations, the Samiti endeavoured since 

1916 to get the Museum established by the Government of Assam 55 

Commenting on the allocation of fund for the proposed Museum N.E. 

Parry, then officiating Commissioner noted on his official draft as-

"The Museum is a luxury and I do not see how we can possibly provide 

fund for it next year budget. I imagine also that we can get as perfectly 

well without a museum at all and that it would not be justifiable to 

spend money on temporary accommodation, for the very few object that 

we have got at present for the Museum." 56 

Further to that, A.W. Botham ,the then finance member wrote to Col. 

P.R.T. Gurdon vide Demy Official No. 6930 Date 2"d December 1914 as

"Will you please refer to your demy official No. 850 G dated the 13th 
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November 1914 regarding the Measum at Gauhati? In view of the financial 

position there is no immediate proposal of funds for the permanent Museum 

building being forthcoming and Sir Archdale Earle does not see any object in 

putting up a temporary building for the purpose. There is therefore no special 

urgency in the matter, but if you will be so good as to send up the project for 

administrative approval in the ordinary way. We can leave it to the Public 

Works Department to arrange for funds as circumstances permit after the rough 

project is approved" 57
• 

The Government at the persistent pressure from the Samiti conveyed its 

decision of agreeing in principle to the proposal for establishing a Museum at 

the present site (Assam State Museum Complex) 58 at a future date. But the 

Samiti preferred not to remain idle. It started collecting the antiquities 

wherever found. The objects thus collected were deposited in the western room 

of the Samiti's house completed by 1917 A.D. While declaring open this newly 

constructed house on 19th November, 1917 by Col. P.R.T. Gurdon the then 

Commissioner of the Assam Valley Districts and honorary Provincial Director 

of Ethnography in Assam, this scholar administrator hoped that- "this 

temporary building which will form, it is hoped, the nucleus of the Museum 

which it is proposed to establish in Gauhati"59
. Here indeed the Samiti got the 

nucleus of the Museum ran by the Samiti as its limb and enrolled with the 

Museum Association, London as an Institutional Museum in 1916 A.D. The 

Museum of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was first represented in the 
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Conference of the Museum Association held at New Castle-Upon-Tyre in July 

1937, by. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, who was in London at that time 60
. 

But the move to get the Assam Provincial Museum established at 

Guwahati was still a far cry till the thirties of the last century when endeavour 

were geared up under the stewardship of the Late Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal 

Barna, who happened to be the guiding spirit of the Samiti as its President for 

about twelve years (from 1928 till his death on January 8, 1940). Rai Bahadur 

Barna took up the establishment of the proposed Museum as the mission of his 

life. With a view to involving the people with it, he set about collecting funds 

for the Museum Committee and thus collected about eighteen thousand rupees 

for the construction of the Museum building. Rai Bahadur Naupat Rai Kedia 

was the principal donor to the Museum fund. Besides the Samiti took bold 

decision (i) to appoint a Curator for the Museum of the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti and (ii) to start construction of the Museum building. The Executive 

Committee in its meeting held on 1st June, 1936 confirmed the selection and 

decided to appoint Premadhar Choudhury as the Curator of the Museum. 

Later he was sent on deputation to Calcutta Museum for training and during 

that period he was given a pay of seventy-five rupees only. 

The Government of Assam, by a resolution dated June 20, 1930 

constituted the Board of Trustee to look after the management of the Museum 

to be known henceforth as the Assam Provincial Museum with Rai Bahadur K. 

L. Barua K.C:I. as its President and with the following members: 
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i) The Honorary Provincial Director, Ethnography and the 

Honorary Director of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, 

Assam.- Ex-officio Members. 

ii) The Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey of India, 

Eastern Circle - Ex Officio member. 

iii) Three members to be nominated by the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti. 

iv) Rai Bahadur Naupat Rai Kedia, Principal donor and one of his 

nommee. 

v) Two members to be nominated by the Government of Assam 

from the Surama Valley. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti in a General meeting held under the 

presidentship of Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua on 26 January, 1939 elected 

Maulavi S.D. Mahibullah, Jogendranath Barua and Rai Bahadur Kali Ram 

Medhi as the Samiti' s representatives to the Board of Trustee 61
• The General 

Body meeting also authorized the Executive Committee to hand over "all 

articles preserved in the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti Mustum, except the 

library books, the manuscripts collected by the Samiti and the transcribed 

copies of the manuscripts" to the Museum authorities. The Executive 

Committee resolved to carryout the resolution of the General meeting on 30th 

July 1939. The Executive Committee also approved the idea of publishing the 

list of antiquities before it was sent for preservation in the newly established 
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Museum building. Accordingly Mr. Sarveswar Sarma Kataki the honorary 

Asst. Secretary incharge of the Samiti published a list on 31st December 1938 

as Antiquities of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 
62 

The Assam Provincial Museum was established on 21st April, 1940 by a band 

of selfless workers of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti or the Assam Research 

Society, Gauhati., the only institute at that time which, undertook researches in the 

history and culture of this part of the country, particularly Assam. This non 

government Museum was housed for some time in the sma11 building of the Samiti; 

later on through public contributions a brick building was constructed ( the central 

part of the existing complex) and it was inaugurated by Sir Robert Neil Reid, the then 

Governor of Assam. As said above the museum was started with the collection of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti which numbered as fo11ows 63 
: 

List of Antiquities Handed over to Assam Provincial Museum 

Table- V 

Sl. Nos. Description Quantity 
1 Stone Articles 86 

2 Metal Articles 30 

3 Wooden Articles 08 

4 Terracotta Sculptures 18 

5 Earthen Pot and Potteries 46 

6 Textiles of the Ahom period 36 

7 Ethnographical Articles 19 

8 Coins 33 

9 Miscellaneous Articles 25 
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Besides, two hundred thirty six(236) Sanchi bark manuscripts 64 were 

also handed over to the Museum authority collected through government 

initiative and preserved at Samiti's library 

In addition to above seventy-four European coins were also handed over 

to the Museum for preservation. The details of the coins were as follows: 
65 

List of Foreign Coins handed over to the Museum 

Table-VI 

Sl. No Name of the Country Quantity 

1 England 11 

2 Germany 08 

3 Italy 11 

4 France 09 

5 Holland 09 

6 Switzerland 09 

7 Belgium 11 

8 Ceylon 06 

Besides, some Ahom coins, which were in possession of the Samiti, were also handed 

over to the Museum for preservation. The following table indicates the same. 
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Ahom Coins Handed over to the Museum 

Table-VII 

Sl. Name of Kings and queens Description Saka Era 
No 
1 Rudra Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1622 

2 Rudra Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1629 

3 Siva Singha and Phuleswari A Silver Rupee Coin 1647 

4 Siva Singha and Phuleswari A Silver Rupee Coin 1648 

5 Siva Singha and Pramatheswari A Silver Rupee Coin 1652 

6 Siva Singha and Ambika Devi A Silver Rupee Coin 1654 

7 Rajeswar Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1687 

8 Rajeswar Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1688 

9 Lakshmi Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1694 

10 Lakshmi Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1696 

11 Gaurinath Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1716 

12 Gaurinath Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1717 

13 Kamaleswar Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1720 

14 Siva Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1637 

15 Chandrakanta Singha A portion of a Silver Coin No date 

(damaged) found 
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Seminars and Talks: 

In spite of the fact that the Samiti had to passed through some critical 

times (which fortunately it survived) the Samiti was able to see its Platinum 

Jubilee celebrated with pomp in January 29-31, 1993. The Samiti celebrated its 

Diamond Jubilee on 1973. The Samiti as usual organized periodical seminars 

and lectures by distinguished scholars during the last three decades. The details 

of such activities will be discussed in the next chapter. 

Besides organizing seminars at national or regional level of its own the 

Samiti collaborated with the Directorate of Museums, Government of Assam 

and took active part in holding of the national academic societies in the field of 

indology as may be noted below 66 

1. xvi Annual conference of the Indian Archaeological Society 

xi Annual conference of Indian Society for Pre historic and 

Quaternary studies, and 

viii Annual Conference of Indian history and culture Society. 

The conference of these learned societies were held jointly at Guwahati on 

December 8-11, 1984 under the auspices of the Directorate of Museums, 

Assam and the Samiti was a co-host. The Samiti on this occasion brought out 

two prestigious volumes viz. 

i) Readings in the history and Culture of Assam, and 

ii) A Source book of Archaeology of Assam and other states 

of North Eastern India. 
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2. LXXIV Annual Conference of the Numismatic Society of 

India, held at Guwahati on December 5-7, 1986 under the 

auspices of the Directorate of Museums, Assam where the 

Samiti was a co- host. 

3. xiv Annual Conference of the Epighaphic Society of India, 

held at Gauhati on December 8-10, 1987, under the auspices 

of the Directorate of Museum, Assam where also Samit was a 

co-host. 

4. The Samiti has organized a special seminar on studies in the 

History and Culture of North Eastern India to mark the 

occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the Gauhati 

Sahitya Sabha, at their request on 13th December 1988. 

5. The Samiti, while extending full co-operation to the 

Directorate of museum, Assam in celebrating the Golden 

Jubilee of the Assam State Museum (Formerly the Assam 

Provincial Museum) Participated in the celebrations by 

bringing out a special volume by way of paying homage to 

the founder Curator of the Museum of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti late Premadhar Choudhury, subsequently 

styled the Assam Provincial Museum ( The present Assam 

State Museum). In a sense, the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 
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can rightly claim to be called as the parent of the Assam State 

Museum 67
• 

6. A two day seminar on "The Concept and development of 

Saktism in Assam : Early and medieval periods" held under 

the auspices of the Samiti to mark the anniversary meeting of 

1991.68 

During the last eighty-one year of its existence, the Samiti had made 

spectacular achievements in acquiring and disseminating knowledge on the 

history and cultural heritage of this part of the country towards the fulfillment 

of its objectives by over coming considerable odds in the long course. 

Support Services: 

In the early stage, the Samiti not only collected but also 

encouraged individual scholars and members of the Samiti in deciphering rock 

and copperplate inscriptions. Thus we have the Kamarupa Sasanavali, a 

monumental anthology incorporating inter-alias, discussions on the rock and 

copper plate charters of the Kamarupa kings from Padmanath Bhattacharyya, 

Vidyavinod, an active member of the Samiti. 69 Similarly we have the Early 

History of Kamarupa from the mighty pen of Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua 

who for about a decade was the guiding spirit of the Samiti. Both Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya and Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua were greatly benefited from 

the materials collected by and in the name of the Samiti. Other individual 

scholars benefited from the Samiti were: 
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i) Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad, in writting the A 

History of Coach Behar ( Koch Beharer Itihas- in 

Bengali, Part I) 70 

ii) Prachyavidyarmaharnava Nagendra Nath Vasu in writing 

the the Social History of Kamarupa (in Three Volumes) 

iii) Professor Lakshminarayan Chatterji in translating in to 

English Banabhatta's Harshacharita. 

iv) Pandit Hemchandra Goswami in preparing a correct 

version of the Yoginitantra, and for his own writings. 

v) Umesh Chandra De in writing A Religious History of 

Assam. 

vi) Dr. Maheswar Neog in preparing Prachya Sasanavali. 

vii) Dr. Dimbeswar Sarma in compiling editing with English 

rendering the Kamarupa Sasanavali (published by 

Publication Board, Assam) in English. 

viii) Dr. Mukunda Madhava Sharma in editing and compiling 

with English translation and notes The Inscriptions of 

Ancient Assam. 

All these scholars were the active members of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti. Scholars form various parts of the country, as well as, 

from out side India visited the Samiti in connection with their academic and 

research activities. At present many scholars from North East and other parts 
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of the country are also greatly benefited in their ventures from the Samiti's 

. 11 . 71 vanous co ect10ns. 

Constraints of the Samiti 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is the first and foremost organization 

in the province with the distinct object of promoting historical research. 72 The 

object of the Samit well set forth in the rules of the Samiti. Rule 2 of the Samiti 

defines that the Samiti would have its jurisdiction for research work over the 

area formerly included in the sacred and ancient province of Kamarupa, now 

comprised within Assam, Eastern Bengal, North Bengal and Koch Behar. 

Research work would also be extended to any other parts of India if anything 

relating to ancient Kamarupa happened to be extent there in. The researches in 

matters relating to history, archaeology, ethnography etc. -all these usually 

comes under the purview of a Research Society and to collect books, 

manuscripts, coins, copperplates, statues, curved stones etc. i.e. the things that 

should find place in a library or in a Museum. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was engaged, practically in doing 

the work, which was elsewhere carried on under the auspices of Research 

Universities. 73 But the condition of general education, particularly the 

collegiate education and the study of history at the undergraduate level, would 

revel how difficult it was for progressing the historical research in this region 

during the beginning of the twentieth century. It was no small compliment to 

Sir Hennry Cotton that he laid of the college that was named after him at 
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Gauhati inspite of the constraints following the earthquake of 1897.73 Under 

the stewardship of Principal Sudmerson, the Cotton College made steady 

progress in University examinations. Sudmerson considered it 'not advisable 

nor practicable ' to impart instructions in all subjects permitted by the Calcutta 

University to follow the guidelines 'economically consistent with efficiency' 

as sought by then the Chief commissioner of Assam, Sir J.B.Fuller .74 

Earlier, Fuller suggested giving the undergraduate students a more 

practical and useful tum than which was offered by Arts colleges affiliated to 

Calcutta University. He wanted in F.A. course History and Deductive Logic in 

place of Classical language which was then taught rather superficially at the 

lower levet15 The Calcutta University authority, after necessary inspection, 

affiliation was granted to all the subjects except History and Logic. Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya, Professor of Sanskrit, who taught History read the subject up to 

F.A. examinations 76
• Sharp77 acquiesced in the exclusion of history in as much 

as not a single student took History in 1907, but enrolment in Logic (21) 

persuaded him to take early action for the appointment of a professor on the 

subject and to seek affiliation in Philosophy in B.A. examination in place of 

History.78 In the meantime, representatives poured in from the public of 

Gauhati , Jorhat. And Sibsagar urging that the Cotton College be affiliated to 

the pass standard in History and the honours courses to· the subject taught at the 

college in B.A. Examinations 79 Assam Banti80 the popular news paper of the 

state deplored "The people of Assam have a more refined taste for history then 
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any other nations in India. The rich store of history possessed by the Assamese 

testifies what great value they put upon history. The Assamese boys read 

history with great interest from their childhood. If the authorities take the 

trouble to enquire into schools and colleges, it will be found that the bulk of the 

students are taking, or are willing to take history. In the circumstances if 

history is not taught in the only college in the province it will do great harm to 

the students". 81 The pressing demand made by the public and the press led to 

the appointment of B.C.Sengupta as Professor of History in 1909. 82 And with 

the approval, made temporary appointments against minimum requirements of 

the teaching staff so as to raise the status of the Cotton College to the first 

grade with effect from the commencement of the session 1909-10. 83 

Thus one can observe that a research society was formed at the initiative 

of the scholars of Assam and Bengal, but there were acute shortage of persons 

from the discipline History. Geographically, historically, ethnographically and 

also from the strategic point of view, Assam occupies a unique position in the 

republic of India. But inspite of her importance, she could not be always in the 

limelight apparently because of the apathic attitude of the administrators, 

statesman and historians both foreign and Indians, for the easternmost part of 

India. 84 Gopinath Bardoloi, the Premier of Assam remarked "And I can tell 

you without encroaching on the field of antiquarian, archaeologist and 

epigraphist that Assam known as Pragjyotisha and Kamarupa and her people 
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were better known to the rest of India even from the prehistoric times you seen 

kn h . . d , 85 to ow t eu successiOn to- ay . 

However, though the initiative and inspiration of the scholars of Assam 

and Bengal resulted the establishment of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti it 

was not so easy to go ahead with its laid down activities due to certain 

constraints. 

The prospectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti m its special 

features mentioned: 

"But though similar in name the method of work has to be quite 

different from that followed by the V arendra Anusandhan Samiti. We have not 

here a personage of the stamp of Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray who would 

ungrudgingly beer every item of expenditure, however high that might be for 

the Samiti; and there is none here like Babu Akshay Kumar Maitreya 

Panchanana, who can guide the affairs of the Samiti with confidence. It. was 

therefore been thought advisable, for fund and for counsel, to seek for 

patronage of the high placed personages and to appoint as honorary members, 

• persons who have distinguished themselves in the field of researches".86 To 

fulfill the great ends of a research organization like the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti two things were necessary- men and money.87 At the same time though 

Assam was a vast and virgin field of research, historical investigation in an out 

-of-the-way place like Gauhati, was an uphill task for three principal reasons,-

paucity of source materials, absence of a good collection of printed books, and 
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the unavailability of persons to discuss matters with 88
• The purpose of the 

Samiti was to removed all those so that future workers may conduct with 

convenience and ease. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was founded with twelve members. 

The initiative came from those persons who were not actually the bonafide 

resident of Assam. The first donor of the Samiti who laid the foundation of the 

fund was Babu Sasadhar Rai of Calcutta. Babu Annada Prasad Sen subscribed 

rupees fifty later on. He was Professor Padmanath Bhattacharyya ,Vidyavinod 

who first conceived the idea of forming the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 

The proposal to start a research society at the Kamakhya session of the North 

Bengal literary Society was made by Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad of 

Koch-Behar and supported by Rai Mritunjoy Chowdhury, M.R.A.S. of 

Rangpur and adopted unanimously.89 They were guided by the spirit because 

they feel proud of to be from the land of Kamarupa, the so caHed ancient 

Assam. The impact of Bengal on the life and culture of the Assamese was also 

not small. The process, which began since the closing years of the Ahom rule 

continued without any break till the close of the nineteenth century. Inspite of 

their animosity against linguistic domination, the intelligentsia was not slow in 

adopting Bengali dress, customs, usages and even food habits. To counteract 

the evils of westernization, even the orthodox section of the community who 

felt proud to show their common heritage with their progressive neighbours 

welcomed this. 90 As the Samiti was formed primarily at the initiative of the 
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Bengalis the Assamese counterpart from its germination itself took a different 

view, which can be observed from the following. 

The Kamakhya Session of the North Bengal Literary Society decided to 

establish the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti to investigate into the antiquities 

of Assam, which it was proposed, would undertake the publication of the 

inscriptions of Assam so far discovered with translation and prefaces m 

Bengali. Padmanath Bhattacharyya started with the limited objectives of 

acquainting the learned society of neighbouring Bengal with the history of 

Assam by introducing to it various events of Assam through articles written in 

Bengali.91 

The meeting resolved that Padmanath Bhattacharyya would initiate on 

behalf of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti a series of discussions on the 

inscriptions of ancient Kamarupa, so far discovered, and would serially publish 

them in different journals with Bengali translations, ultimately to compile a 

volume known as the Kamarupa Sasanavali. When the said compilation of the 

inscriptions was ready for publication, at per these were published in different 

journals 92 as earlier proposed, the Kamarupa Anusanndhan Samiti expressed, 

due to reason best known to it, its inability to publish it.93 Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya however, prevailed upon the Rangpur Sahitya Parisad to 

undertake his publication and subsequently Kamarupa Sasnavali by 

Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod published by Rangpur Sahitya Parisad 

in 1931. 
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In the General meeting on the 1 th June 1916 presided by the 

commissioner, Assam Valley District, for adoption of certain rules for working 

of the Samiti, some members desires that the name of the Samiti should be 

changed. After lot of discussions and deliberations it was finally decided that 

the name "Kamarupa Anusandhan" should be retained.94 However the rules 

framed for adoption with effect from 1st April, 1916 , Rule no.1 (Name) 

defines as: 

"The name of the research Society is the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, 

or the Assam Research Society, and the second title should be used along-with 

the first in all cases where there is the likelihood of the first not being readily 

understood".95 Certain rule for governance of the Samiti was against the 

sentiment of the non-Assamese who was even the pioneer in foundation of the 

Samiti. Regarding formation of the Executive Committee Rule 13 Para 3 

defines: 

"The remaining four members will be nominated by the old Executive 

Committee. The election and nomination should be conducted in such a way 

that at least two third of the members will be bonafide Assamese". 96 The term 

bonafide Assamese seemed to be applied as aboriginal Asamiya. This may be 

the reason that Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod skipped off himself 

from the management of the Samiti. 97 The Asamiya Bengali conflict, which 

has a century old history .98 
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Because of their education at the British sponsored missionary and 

government colleges, the Bengali Hindus apart from making in to various 

administrative positions entered modem profession also. By the opening of the 

twentieth century, the Bengali Hindu migrant group provided doctors, lawyers, 

teachers, journalists and clerks as well as government bureaucrats stood for the 

govemment.99 Since the late nineteenth century, educational elites in the 

Assamese society resented in Bengali domination in the administrative 

machinery 100 and more so attempts by the Bengali's to treat them as culturally 

inferior. 101 Despite the contributions of leading Bengali intellectuals in the 

discovery of Assamese classical literature, Buranjis ( as chronicles) and 

Assamese translation of Sanskrit poems, the legacy of their earlier drive 

towards 'Bengalization' of the Assamese persisted. 102 While in the twentieth 

century an Assamese middle class entered in to situations so far monopolized 

by the Bengali's 103 evidences indicated that non adoption of the Assamese 

language by the Bengali Hindus, almost the only migrant group also 

contributed to Assamese chauvinism. 104 Radhakanta Sarkar' s view in this 

episode may be reproduce as: 

"They (Bengalis) stay in Assam, but their minds wonder in Calcutta. 

They earn their livelihoods in Assam and secure their future by buying 

properties in West Bengal. A large section of the Bengalis residing in valley of 

Brahmaputra was extremely self centred. They are indifferent to the ups and 

down in the Assamese society. None of the societies can expect anything from 
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them as they do not have any distinct individuality as both the Assamese and 

the Bengalis despise them. 105 

As pointed out earlier, the Sarniti necessitated the sound financial 

support as well as experienced and interested members. A number of earnest 

and disinterested workers were the first desideratum. 106 The membership of the 

Samiti was contributory as defined in the rule 5. But due to non-payment of 

their subscriptions for 1916-17 more than half of the members dwindled. The 

year 1915 marked the enrolment of eighty-five members but in 1916-17 it 

came down to thirty six in accordance with rule No. 7. For proper functioning 

of the Samiti, in line with other research societies a set of rules were framed 

and adopted which came in force from 1st April, 1916. However strict 

compliance of the rules might result declining of members. Strict compliance 

of rules in case of an infant institution like Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was 

not advisable if one may observe the ideology of Sir William Jones, the 

founder of the Asiatic society. 

In the inaugural address of the Asiatic Society, Sir William Jones 

expressed a strong feeling of disapprobation against an elaborate code of rules. 

He said "It may be advisable at first in order to prevent any difference of 

sentiment on particular points not immediately before us, to establish, but one 

rule namely, to have no rules at all". 107 He however qualified this by adding 

"This only I mean that in the infancy of any society, there ought to be no 

confinement, no trouble, no expense, no unnecessary formalities". 108 
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Regarding admission of the new member he said- "one thing only as essential 

to your dignity I recommend with earnestness-on no account to admit a new 

member who has not expressed a voluntary desire to became so; and in that 

case, you will not require, I suppose any other qualification than a love of 

knowledge and a zeal for the promotion of it". 109 

Though the number of the member of the Samiti was considerably 

better, there were no full time workers to devote wholeheartedly on fulfilling 

the objectives of the Samiti. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, in his annual Secretarial 

report ( 1926-27) of the Samiti quoted "at the same time it must be admitted, 

that as we are circumstanced at present, it will be difficult to get whole time 

workers, we must deprive ourselves of what leisure we get, in the interval of 

official or professional business to carry on the work of the institution. Those 

who are not prepared to go to that extent can at least help us by taking a keen 

interest in the progress of the institution, by sending us clues on information of 

any historic relic, and by becoming members". 1 10 

The first Executive committee of the Samiti was formed on the 1Oth 

November 1916, after a gap of almost four to five years. During that period 

there was no remarkable activities except publication of the Prospectus and 

Rules of the Samiti. For more than twenty years the activities and 

achievements of the Samiti was not known to public as there was no mouth 

piece or publication except the annual reports published without any limited 
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duration. Rai Bahdur Kanak Lal Barua B.L., F.R.E.S., Director of Industries, 

Assam while visiting Sarniti on 13th November 1922 remarked his opinion as: 

"It is a pity that a short account concerning the collection of old puthis 

and the pottery recovered in recent excavation has not yet been 

published for general information. It is not known the government 

officer deputed at public expense, what that officer did, but whatsoever 

he achieved should certainly be public property". 111 

The number of members enrolled with the Samiti was highest in 

Guwahati, i.e. Kamarup district and enrolments in other districts were low. 

There were very poor responses from the hill districts. It showed that the other 

districts of Assam were not equally involved. Mr. Chandradhar Barua formerly 

Member of the Council of State recorded his opinion in visitor's note while 

paying a visit to the Samiti on the 21st October 1925 as: 

"I am of opinion that the energetic people of the other districts of Assam 

can do a good deal to assist the Sarniti in this most useful work"112 

Sir M.V. Joshi kt. Formerly member of the Executive Council of his 

Excellency the Government of Central Provinces and Berar, on his visit to 

Sarniti as distinguished visitor noted: 

"The Samiti bids fair to do good work considering what it has already 

achieved. More Assamese gentlemen might take interest in it; very few 

do at present, and the Samiti would thus have greater chances of 

valuable finds of antiquarian interest". 113 
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Mr. Rohini Kumar Hatibarua, B.A, M.L.C while visiting Samiti recorded his 

opinion in the visitors note as: 

"The members of the Anusandhan Samiti deserve credit from the people 

of Assam for what they have done towards preserving the old relics of 

this ancient land of Kamarupa. But I regret to say that this Samiti has 

not yet been able to draw the kind attention of the public and the 

Government, and this is due more to apathy of the public and 

G d h +, 1 . . . " 114 overnment towar s sue a use1u mstltutlon . 

The above remarks clearly marked that the Samiti lacked public support. 

The nature of diverse category of source materials required special knowledge 

for identification and interpretation, which was generally not present with an 

individual. Moreover sources were scattered and scanty. The task was not only 

laborious but also expensive. The numbers of educated people were less and 

frankly speaking hardly there were few who had the genuine interest, not to 

talk of the illiterates but among the educated too. The means of communication 

was poor. We may be permitted to cite an example: On 4th April, 1941 Raj 

Mohan Nath, A.E.S., who was an active member of the Samiti, sent a tree 

fossil for Museum through rail, where Samiti paid freight charge of eight 

rupees fourteen annas. The same was brought to the Samiti by hiring a bullock 

cart, and labours were hired for helping, which cost nine rupees eight paisa for 

cart and ten rupees eight annas for labours. 115 



280 

Regarding the common interest, Kamrup and Goalpara districts were 

under the influence of Koch Kings hence they had contact with Bengal. 

Lakhimpur, Sibsagar and a major part of Nowgaon district were under the 

Ahoms. Thus not only geographically but culturally also there were differences 

among the people of Assam. Therefore the question of mass public support 

was only imaginary not always practical. However it may not be justified to 

say that there was total absent of interest. It was there; but the soil was not 

fertile and so no proper harvesting took place. 

The work of all such antiquarian institutions was bound to be 

imperceptible and slow. A lot of spadework has to be done, and a lot of 

correspondence has to be entered into before any historic article can be 

acquired for the museum or the library. There must be some one to give 

information regarding the existence of a historical relic, a cannon or a sword, a 

puthi or and image. The owner would be persuaded to part with it. Some body 

might be sent to acquire and bring it to the Samiti; or the owner requested to 

sent it. Moreover, the sentiments of the owners, naturally unwilling to part with 

family heirlooms. 116
• Thus many valuable source materials are still in private 

possession and the owners never disclose about the same. 

The Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan held at Kamakhya in 1912 was 

attended by few Sanskrit scholars of Assam. It was not a general public 

conference to have the opinion of the common people. Though North Bengal 

was a part of ancient Assam there was Asamiya Bengali conflict of the 
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nineteenth and twentieth century 117
• The Assamese members present like 

Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswara Bhattacharyya, Kaviratna, Pandit 

Hemchandra Goswami, Pratap Chandra Goswami, Vidyaratna, Vidyavisharad, 

Dharmabhusan, Ananda Chandra Deva Goswami, Vedantavagisha , Taranath 

Kavyavinod and others were the renowned sanskrit scholars of that time who 

had their education in Bengal. Their views were quite different comparing to 

those of Assamese middle class. It is evident from the history of the inter 

community relations of the region that when educated elites of various 

communities find themselves competing with elites of other communities for 

resources they use issues related to ethnic and national identity to their 

advantage. 118 The Assamese Bengali conflicts of the nineteenth and twentieth 

century is an obvious example of this tendency. 119 It is true that a section of the 

Asamiya middle class had been acting in a chauvinistic manner and this has 

been reflected in the attitudes of their major organizations. Such chauvinism 

and big brotherly attitude affected all the non-Assamese communities. 

However, all of them never rose in revolt against Assamese chauvinism 120
• 

The Assamese intelligentsia in the nineteenth century, like their 

counterparts in other parts of British India was by and large the supporters of 

the British Raj 121
• But what it could not bear was the dominance of the Bengali 

in every sphere of the political and cultural life of the State. 122 A sense of 

insecurity and a fear of loss of identity made worried the Assamese middle 

class consciousness throughout the nineteenth century prompted the Assamese 
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critic to set up defensive fences to protect the identity of Assamese language, 

literature and culture. 123 However, Birendra Kumar Bhattacharyya 
124 

in his 

Dersha Basarar Asamiya Sanskritit Ebhumiki (Glimpses in to the hundred fifty 

years of Assamese Culture) has referred to the lack of self confidence amongst 

the Assamese middle class and its self preservative tendency. 125 That might be 

the drawback of acute shortage of devoted workers. Commenting on the 

shortcomings of the Samiti. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, Honorary Secretary in his 

annual report mentioned: 

"We want men to send us articles of historical interest or to give 

us clues that will enable us to trace them with the object of 

acquiring the same for the Samiti., permanently or temporarily. 

Besides we need the services of an enterprising and energetic 

traveling curator, who will go round to the interior parts of the 

province to acquire for the Samiti historical articles and puthis or 

to report on the same where the acquisition is impossible for the 

present" 126 

The enrolment of members within the jurisdiction (ancient province of 

Kamarupa, now comprised within Assam, Eastern and Northern Bengal and 

Koch Behar) of the Sarniti was not encouraging. Only few members were 

actively engaged with the mission of the Samiti. The organization of the Sarniti 

could not attract the Public interest in general and therefor~ it was confined 

within a circle of limited people. Sir Devaprasad Sarbadhikari, kt., M.A., 
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LL.D, C.E.E. formerly Vice Chancellor of the Calcutta University while 

visiting Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti on the 4th October 1925, wrote on the 

visitors note: 

"I was however filled with wonder and disappointment that the 

collection is not larger and more varied, considering the vast field in Assam 

awaiting scholarly examination in the department of antiquity and 

anthropology with his excellency the Governor of the province as patron with 

successive ministers and high officials as really sympathetic well wishers and 

with capable and helpful advice such as Mr. Dikshit and Mr. Rakhal Das 

Banerjee of the Archaeological department have from time to time been giving 

to the Samiti, its work should have no difficulty in growing from more to more. 

Better organization and more financial help are all that is needed". 127 

In his concluding Para he remarked-

" It is a pity that inter-district misunderstanding with some 

province should lead to the suspension of so necessary a scheme 

as a provincial museum and no efforts should be wanting to bring 

about a more correct understanding". 128 

His remarks revealed that during twentieth century there was inter

district conflict and mis-understanding. The fact might be that until 1826, only 

the Ahom kingdom was called Assam. The parts of Assam ruled by the Koch 

was called Kamatapur. Jaintia, Khasis, Nagas and so many other communities 

were allies or tributary rulers. Parts of lower Assam and Goalpara, which were 
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included in the Ahom kingdom in the sixteenth and seventeenth century, were 

culturally independent entities. The historical situation thus created a separate 

identity among the various population of Assam. Thus in the nineteenth and 

twentieth century the Assamese included only the intellectuals of the old 

districts of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur and parts Nagaon district. 129 Due to 

homogeneous cultural and social factors a sense of unity was lacking and 

fragile. 

The Samiti as a whole to depend on the financial grant provided by the 

state Government for its various developmental work. Income from other 

sources was meagre to undertake any plan and programme. No donation 

received from the local elites either in cash or kind. One might understand that 

the attachments of the common people were casual. Assamese gentlemen 

namely Rai Bahadur Manik Chandra Barna, Rai Bahadur Radhakant:a 

Handique and Bholanath Barna have donated generous} y for the establishment 

and development of various educational and socio cultural organizations 

founded during the beginning of the twentieth century. However we don't find 

such initiative and encouragement from the well to do section of the society. 

Lack of sufficient fund compels the Samiti not to take up any major plan. 

However, the financial s~ment shows that there was no deficit in the annual 

budget. The secretary of the Samiti late Chandra Nath Sarma in his report of 

1917-18 remarked: 
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"The financial condition of the Samiti has not permitted it to take 

up its work satisfactorily. The budget allotment for collection of 

articles was rupees fifty but the budget amount could not be spent 

for this work. The construction of the house swallowed up all the 

funds The construction of the house was completed in August 

1917 with the government grant of two thousand rupees and a 

personal loan of three hundred rupees from Maulavi Azizur 

Rehman" 130 

The Samit did not receive a positive response from Archaeological 

Survey of India, Eastern Circle for exploration and excavation work of 

Kannachal hill. The library of the Samiti statrted in 1918, purchased a stock of 

books of Rs. 122/- only. 131 The appointed librarian was an honorary member. 

After the First World War the economic impact of the war on Assam was 

indeed grave and far reaching. Assam also contributed Rs. 25000/- as war 

loans, Rs. 9 Lacs as war charities, donations for war weapons amounting to Rs. 

500001- and goods and materials worth Rs. 25000/-. 132 The government 

diverted all its resources to meet urgent and imperative needs. No fund was 

available for developmental works to improve th~ conditions of the people or 

to create employment opportunities for the growing number of educated youth. 

133 Due to financial stringency the government contribution of one thousand 

rupees was reduced to as six hundred in 1923. It further worsened the financial 

condition of the Samiti. 
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Sir M.V. Joshi remarked on the financial constraints of the Samiti as: 

"The greater the scope for work the greater would be call on the 

government and the people for funds. The government grant of 

rupees six hundred a year is barely enough for a beginning". 134 

Dr. J.H.Hutton, I.C.S. M.A., D.Sc., C.I.E. honorary Director of 

Ethnography, Assam, commented on the working of the Samiti as: 

''The nucleus is here of a really valuable collection, and one 

which would be truly representative of Assam. But its proper 

preservation is hopelessly handicapped by want of funds. The 

collection has been started by private enterprise, and the 

members of the society have enthusiasm, but few resources; and 

unless something is done by Government there is a danger of the 

more precious objects in the collection deteriorating from the 

absence of adequate protection. The Puthis and Buranjis are 

ought to be in air tight cases, and the illustrated ones ought to be 

between the glass sheets, so that they can be handled without 

being damaged. All this needs money, and the only remedy that I 

can see it to push the construction here of a provincial Museum 

and the appointment of a permanent Curator, who should have 

had sound training in his work". 135 

His Excellency Sir John Henry Kerr, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., I.C.S., 

Governor of Assam while visiting Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti on 
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19th December 1922 noted his remarks on the visitors note reproduced 

below. 

"Progress is hampered by want of funds and I am afraid that in 

the present financial situation it is impossible for me to promise 

any immediate assistance from the government. This deserving 

institutions should however be remembered by the education 

Department when more times come". 136 

G.A. Small, Esq, B.A., I.E.S., Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley 

Division remarked as visitor of the Samiti : 

It is a pity that the institution has not sufficient funds to permit of 

providing accommodation for all the inscribed stones, many of 

them are exposed to wind and rain". 137 

On 251
h August, 1923 , Umakanta Goswami, Honorary Secretary of the 

Samiti; submitted an application to the Under Secretary to the 

Government of Assam, with the annual report of 1922-23. In the 

application he quoted-

"The number of members of the Samiti is ninty one. We are sorry 

to state that the annual grant of Rs. 1000/- sanctioned by the 

government in the current financial year been reduced to Rs. 

600/-. It is feared that this reduction of grant will seriously 

hamper the progress of the Samiti. Now we have been led to 

depend more on donation and subscriptions. We trust we have 
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been able sufficiently to impress the public with the importance 

of this institution. So as to secure for it a claim upon the 

generosity of all lover of art and education of this province". 138 

The Executive Committee of 251
h August 1923, under the Presidentship 

of Satyanath Bora, adopted two resolutions and submitted to the 

Government of Assam supported by an application. 

Resolution No. 2 

"It is proposed by Rai Bahadur R.N. Phukan and supported by 

Mr. Satyanath Bora that the Government of Assam be requested 

to make a grant of rupees one thousand for building a Strong 

Room for storage of valuable articles in possession of the 

Samiti". 

Resolution No. 3 

"It is proposed by Rai Bahadur R.N.Phukan and supported by Sjt 

Satyanath Bora that in consideration of the most important works 

of research undertaken by the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti the 

Government of Assam be requested to reconsider the present 

orders for reducing the grant to the Samiti to rupees six hundred 

and to make it rupees one thousand as usual". 139 

In reply to the said application the Under secretary to the Government of 

Assam replied to the honorary Secretary Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti as : 

"Sir, 
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I am directed to inform to your letters No. 152 of 16.11.23 

and 153 of 17.11.23 and to say that the Government of 

Assam regret that they are unable to give .any additional 

grant to the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti." 140 

Reduction of government contribution to the Samiti hampered a lot of 

developmental work. The collection of antiquities increased day by day and 

there was no proper accommodation for that. The government of Assam was 

not in a position to construct a Museum due to financial crisis. Moreover it 

seemed that the British administration was not very interested for that as some 

years ago a Museum was established at Dacca (5th March 1913) at the initiative 

of His Excellency Lord Carmichael, Governor of New Bengal Presidency. His 

Excellency was pleased to grant a donation of two thousand rupees to cover the 

initial expenditure on the proposed Museum. The proposal to start a Museum 

at Dacca was first mooted in the autumn of 1909, in connection with the 

proposed transfer of the Shillong coin cabinet to Dacca, the then capital of 

Eastern Bengal and Assam, and as the result of a letter which was submitted to 

the Director of Public Instructions, Eastern Bengal and Assam, by the honorary 

Secretary of the Museum, in the former capacity of honorary Numismatist to 

the local government. Sir Lancelot Hare, Lieutenant Governor of Eastern 

Bengal and Assam passed orders that a site for a museum at Dacca should be 

chosen. 141 Though there was no immediate action, when the proposal for 

starting a university at Dacca brought the matter again in prominence. A public 
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meeting held on 25th July 1912, attended by His Excellency the Governor of 

new Bengal presidency Lord Carmichael and lady Michael a room in the 

secretariat, Commissioner of the Dacca Division to Government was 

temporarily allotted to the museum. After some further discussion the creation 

of a Museum at Dacca was formally approved by the Governor in Council in 

the Gazette of 5th March, 1913 142
. 

The official note of N.E. Parry, the then officiating Chief Commissioner 

to the financial department highlighted the interest of the government 

regarding construction of a Museum at Gauhati.. He noted: 

"The museum is a luxury and I do not see how we can 

possibly provide funds for it next year. I imagine also that 

we can get as perfectly well without a museum at all, and 

that it would not be justifiable to spend money on 

temporary accommodation for the very few objects that 

we have got at present for the museum." 143 

To get the Museum established by the government was still a far cry till 

the thirties of the twenty first century. When endeavor were geared up under 

the stewardship of late Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua , who happened to be the 

guiding spirit of the samiti as its president for about twelve years. He took up 

mission of his life with a view to involving the people with it; he set about 

collecting funds for the Museum Committee and thus collected about rupees 

eighteen thousand for the construction of the museum building. The 
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government comes forward with an offer of annual grant of rupees 1200/

towards the pay of the newly appointed Curator and to meet other expenses in 

this connection. The Government wanted that the management of the Museum 

be placed under the Honorary Provincial Director of Ethnography, leaving the 

Curator of the Museum under the control of the Samiti. The Samiti rejected the 

the suggestion and demanded that "the Museum should be purely a 

government institution, but its management should be left with the Board of 

Trustee instead of leaving the same under the control of any individual 

person" 144 

The Government bowed down at last, and agreed to place the 

management of the proposed Assam Provincial Museum under the control of 

the Board of Trustee. The government of Assam by a resolution dated June 30, 

1939 constitutes the board of Trustee to look after the management of the 

museum with Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna as its President. The General 

meeting of the Samiti elected Maulavi S.D. Muhibullah, Jogendranath Barna 

and Kaliram Medhi as the Samiti's representatives to the Board of Trustees. 

But before the formal inauguration of the Assam Provincial Museum, the 

sudden death of Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna on January 8, 1940, at Calcutta 

was indeed a great loss of the Samiti, his demises create a void. 

To make necessary correspondence and clerical work for long time 

there was no office assistant or clerk The secretary did the entire work The 

increasing correspondence of the Samiti and the necessity of sending a 
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representative of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti to other places in quest of 

historic articles demanded the services of a whole time assistant. Till 1925 the 

Samiti was not able to purchase a Type Writer and the typewriting works was 

done at nearby Earle Law College, with the kind permission of Mr. 1. Barooah, 

Principal of the College who was also an active member of the Samiti. 145 The 

Samiti also requested the government to provide a type writer for its office. !
46 

Guwahati witnessed the horrors of the Second World War. During this 

period Guwahati was used as a stronghold of the British Army, civil lines and 

cantonment were constructed in the heart of the town with addition of new 

lines of transport and communication. 147 It may also be noted that Assam as a 

whole suffered very heavily on account of the last world war. The whole 

province was seriously affected and the morale of the people was heavily 

hampered, so much so that study relating to the history and archaeology 

seemed to be a subject quite out of date and place. People lost peace of mind 

and sense of security on account of the constant hovering of the enemy planes 

and all sorts of speculations about imminent dangers of life and property . 148 

The most serious incident of 1944 was the accidental fire broke out in the 

adjacent Railway colony. The Samiti's premise was gutted by the fire. To save 

the materials inside the house was dismantled with the help of the students, 

police and public. Since then the Samiti suffered a heavy financial loss. Some 

important materials including document were completely damaged. 149 The 

crisis of the Samiti was so serious that the journal could not be published for 
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about four years. However Dr. Umakanta Goswami , the then Director of 

Public Instructions, Assam managed to provide the Samiti with an amount 

which enable to bring out the issue of the Journal Vol. xii in 1949. 

The death of the leading and energetic members of the Samiti VIZ. 

Hemchandra Goswami (1928), Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod (1935), 

Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna ( 1940), Sarat Chandra Goswami ( 1944) and 

Sarveswar Sarma Kataki ( 1946) were great loss to the Samiti. In the later stage 

such towering personalities were rare. During 1952-1959 the Samiti suffered 

some irreparable loss due to the passing away at short intervals of reputed 

scholars like Dr. Banikanta Kakati , Rai Bahadur Kaliram Medhi and Dr. 

Umakanta Goswami who were the bulwarks of the Samiti's activities. The 

death of three prominent figure within a short interval, the activities of the 

Samiti again came to a stand still .150 Then a batch of young scholars headed by 

Professor Birinchi Kumar Barna , M.A., B.L Ph.D of Gauhati University came 

forward followed by Prafulladatta Goswami, Maheswar Neog, Heramba Kanta 

Barpujari and Satyendra Nath Sarma. 

There was a time when the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti was the hub 

of all historical researches in Assam. With the establishment of Department of 

Archaeology and State Museum as two distinct organizations, activities 

pertaining to historical researches in Assam have been ramified and the result 

was proper co-ordination in pursuits of historical studies and researches have 

tended to disappear. 151 Particularly after the establishment of the Museum, 
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which was taken over by the state government, the Kamarupa Anusandhana 

Samiti became an almost abandoned institution. The creation of the Gauhati 

University and the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, further 

lessened the importance of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti to a great 

extent. 152 The establishment of "Ahom Language and Historical Research 

Society"(291
h August, 1934) at Jorhat 153 was also a set back for the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti. 

A plot of land was allotted to the Samiti by the then Government of 

Assam in 1916. Accordingly an Assam Type house was built on this plot in 

1917 as the Samiti' s headquarter. This house is now in a dilapidated 

condition. 154 The surroundings areas are low lying and frequent water logging 

takes place even after a slight rainfall. There is no further scope of 

development in the existing building rather it requires reconstruction with the 

modem amenities. The State Museum is extending its accommodation and the 

Samiti is under constant pressure as the Museum authorities are running the 

administration in the same campus. An application submitted by Mr. Murari 

Charan Das the then Honorary Secretary of the Samiti to the Secretary to the 

Government of Assam , Education Department stated: 

"The Assam Type house situated in the south bank of the Dighli Pukhri 

was constructed way back in 1917. It is a matter of surprise that it is still 

standing some how passing through various vicissitudes and turmoil during the 

last sixty four years. The house caught fire in 1944. It has bravely overcome 
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the earthquakes of 1930 and 1950 and frequent divesting cyclones. But now it 

has it has grown old and it is in a most dilapidated condition so much so that it 

is afraid, it may collapse at any moment. Thus the through repairing to the 

whole house, before it is too late, becomes an immediate necessity". 155 

The government grant of one thousand rupees discontinued from 1978-

79. It was unfortunate that the Education Department of Government of Assam 

not sanctioned any grant to the Samiti on the plea that it is a cultural institution 

and as such, Department of Cultural Affairs would grant money for it. 156 The 

Museum authority wanted to construct a two-storied building infront of the 

Samiti. On 26 October 1973, the Superintending Engineer, P.W.D., Gauhati 

Division wrote a letter to the Samiti stating the Government approval regarding 

the plan, and sought the comment of the Samiti .. 157 M.C.Das, the then 

Honorary Secretary of the Samiti strongly protest the proposal and requested 

the authority not to do so as it will badly affect the Samiti. The construction 

will completely block the approach of the Samiti's office, and if it is not agreed 

the Samti will go for legal protection . 158
• Finally the plan was modified and 

construction stopped. 

The Director of Archaeology and Museum instructed the Samiti to 

conduct its business between 10 A.M to 4.30 P.M. i.e. the working hours of the 

State Government of Assam. Moreover without the permission of the Museum 

authority, it was forbidden for holding any meeting or conferences in the 

premises.
159 

The armed guard would be positioned at the main gate, and the 
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gate in front of the Samiti. was permanently closed. Thus the Museum authority 

exercised its power over the Samiti and the Samti has to work under constant 

pressure. 

There was far reaching affects of the various movements 160 of Assam 

that shacked the whole state from time to time. Though the Samiti was not 

directly involved with it, yet the overall situation of the state affected the 

Samiti's business. The long lasted Anti Foreigners Movement (1979-1985) is 

one of them. The Executive Committee of 18th May 1980 adopted a resolution 

appealing Central and State Government for an amicable settlement of the 

issue at the greater interest of the State. The copies of the resolution were 

forwarded to the Union Prime Minister Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Home 

Minister Mr. Zail Singh, The Governor of Assam Mr. L.P.Singh and the Chief 

Secretary to the Government of Assam. 161 

Thus we may summarize the constraints of the Samiti as - poor 

financial condition, inadequate manpower with casual attitude, Chauvinism, 

lack of proper building and infrastructure, apathy and indifferent attitude of the 

Government, lack of interest of the Common people, Growth of similar 

institutions with better organization and facilities, failure to attract the local 

colleges and university for their involvement. 
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CHAPTER-V 

SAMITI AT ITS CLIMAX 

In general climax is a point of greatest intensity, a force in an ascending 

series i.e. a culmination. The 'term' has many specific connotations and is used 

in English. The climax (or turning point) is after the rising action and before 

the falling action 1
• From the context of our study we have to find out a time 

when the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was able to fulfil its objectives as per 

its mission. It is also a point to be noted for further investigation that whether 

the Samiti continued with its activities in an ascending way or started declining 

from that point. 

The objective of the Samiti was to carry on research in matters relating 

to history, archaeology, ethnography etc. and to collect books and manuscripts, 

coins, copperplates, statues curved stones anthropological articles etc, in short 

all things that would find a place in a library and a museum of such a society 

and also the establishment of a government museum at Guwahati, to which it 

envisaged to make over all the articles suitable for preservation and display at a 

museum. The publication of a journal of its own for the dissemination of 

knowledge on Assam's ancient past, her language and literature, history and 

culture also added to the clause of objectives 2. 
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The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was established on 7th April 1912 

with twelve members. Later on a Secretary and an Assistant Secretary were 

elected. Then the Samiiti were approached some august personages and was 

fortunate to secure their patronage 3
. 

Though the Samiiti was fonned as ~·-~·~luntary Research organization, it 

was to depend on the government of Assam for financial assistance. Therefore 

it was obligatory as the institution received financial assistance from 

government. It seems right that the chief commissioner should be regarded as 

an ex-officio as its chief patron 4• 

The beginning of the Samiti was marked with one of its notable 

achievement i.e. decipherment of the Nidhapuur Copperplate Inscription of 

Bhaskarvarman by Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod. He also read a 

paper entitled as "Bhaskarvarmar Tamrasasana" 5
• The first Executive 

Committee was formed on 1oth November 1916. The executive committee 

functioned as the managing/governing body of the samiti to run its function 

smoothly. However, for execution of all activities the permission of the 

government was obtained. Due to non-availability of sufficient money and 

manpower the Samiti was not able to make considerable progress for long 

time. It is therefore that. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, the then honorary secretary of 

the Samiti in his Annual Report of 1926-27 remarked; 

"The Kamarupa Anusandhan samiti has now passed through its stage of 

infancy, and the devotion of its selfless workers and sympathizers has 
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made the institution worthy of a rank with other similar organizations in 

India" 6
• 

During the period of our study the Samiti, from its existence, has made 

spectacular achievements in acquiring and disseminating knowledge on the 

history and cultural heritage of this part of the country towards the fulfilment 

of its objectives by overcoming considerable odds in this long duration ?. 

Considering the various activities undertaken by the Samiti and its 

progress as well as the future prospects the President ship of Raibahadur 

Kanaklal Baruah' s time ( 1928-1940) had made marked progress and was able 

to fulfil at least two major conditions laid down 8 in the objects of the Samiti. 

Hence it may be justified to say that this was the climax of the Samiti. After 

the sudden death of Raibahadur Barna and the effect of the Second World War 

hampered the activities of the Samiti. Thereafter gradually there was a sharp 

decline in the progress of the Samiti till 1970 when the members of the samiti 

in a general meeting held on 18th May, 1970, decided to reorganize the 

structure of the Samiti for revitlization of the Samiti and a new Executive 

Committee was formed 9
. It is to be noted with satisfaction that from 1970 till 

our period of our study the progress of the Samiti was gradual and more 

interest was generated on literary activities. 
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Administrative set up 

The Samiti consisting the following members was actually formed on 

the 7 April 1912 10 as the sponsoring body. Later on till formation of the first 

Executive Committee, the said body functioned as the steering committee. 

1. Mahamahopadyyay Dhireswaracharya Kaviratna 

2. Ananda Chandra Vedantabagisha 

3. Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinood, M.A. 

4. Sibanath Smrititirtha 

5. Uttam Chandra Barua 

6. Gobinda Chandra Sarma 

7. Taranath Kavyavinod 

8. Pratap Chandra Goswami 

9. Raj ani Kumar Das 

10. Gopal Krishna Dey 

11. Suresh Chandra Bandopadhyaya 

12. Umesh Chandra Dey 

Later on Chandra Nath Sarma, B.L as Secretary and Babu Gopal Kreshna Dey 

as Assistant Secretary were elected. Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod 

was entrusted with an additional responsibility of correspondence work. 11
• The 

Samiti then approached some august personages and was fortunate to secure 

the following patrons12
. 
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The Hon'ble Sir Archdale Earle, K.C.I.E the then Chief commissioner 

of Assam 

The Hon'ble Sir Edward Gait, K.C.S.I. Lieutenant governor of Bihar 

and Orissa. 

The Hon'ble It. Col P.R.t Gurdon, C.S.I, C.I.E , Commissioner of the 

Assam Valley Districts and honorary Director of Ethnography in 

Assam. 

His Highness the Maharaja Sir Jitendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur of 

Koch-Behar. 

The Hon'ble Raja Prabhat Chandra Barna Bahadur of Gauripur. 

Certain draft rules for the working of the Samiti were prepared and submitted 

to the Commissioner Assam Valley Districts for his kind permission. With 

some alteration at a general meeting, presided over by the Commissioner the 

rules were passed. The Samiti is a voluntary learned society registered under 

the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 13
• The structure of the Samiiti was 

as follows; 

The General Body was composed of Annual members, Life members, 

Honorary members, Associate members, Patrons and Benefactors. The 

membership was contributory. The Executive Committee was the committee of 

management or the governing body. The Executive Committee comprised the 

President, the Vice President, the Secretary, the Joint Secretary, the Assistant 

Secretary, the Treasurer, the Editor of the Journal and the members of the 
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Executive Committee. The Rules of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 14 

provided necessary guidelines for smooth functioning of the Samiti. It served 

as the constitution of the organization. Initially the term of the Executive 

committee was for one year but the sixteenth anniversary meeting of the Samiti 

dated 13 October, 1928 under the president ship of Rai Bahadur Kalicharan 

Sen made amendment to the said rule. The amendment reads as follows: 

"The Executive Committee will continue for three years instead of one 

and three members will form a quorum of a meeting instead of five" 15
• 

The proposal was unanimously accepted and incorporated by the house. 

The first Executive Committee was formed on lOth November, 1916 for the 

remaining period of the year 1916-17 and the following gentlemen were 

elected and nominated as laid down in rule 13 16
. 

Executive Committee 1916-17. 

President 

Secretary 

Rai Bahadur Bhuban Ram Das 

Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen 

Assistant Secretary Mr. Gaurikanta Talukdar 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Mr. Jogendranath Barna, E.A.C. 

Mr. Satyanath Bora 

Mr. Ramdev Sarma 

Mr. Hemchandra Goswami 

Mr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee 

Prof. Lakshminarayan Chatterjee 



Munshi Azizur Rehman 

Executive Committee 1917-18 17 

President 

Secretary 

Hemchandra Goswami 

Babu Kalicharan Sen 

Assistant Secretary(s) Ramdev Sarma 

Gaurikanta Talukdar 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Executive Committee 1918-19 

President 

Secretary 

Jogendranath Barna, E.A.C. 

Satyanath Bora 

Azizur Rehman 

G.C. Bordoloi 

Prof. Lakshmi Narayan Chatterjee 

Rai Saheb Padmanath Gohain Barna 

Rai Bahadur Bhuban Ram Das 

Hemchandra Goswami 

Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen 

Assistant Secretary Bishnuram Medhi 

Jogendranath Barna, E.A.C. 

Satyanath Bora 
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Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members Rai Bahadur Krishna Chandra Choudhury 

Prof. LakshmiNarayan Chatterjee 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 



Executive Committee 1919-20 

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Executive Committee 1919-20 

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Mr. Chandra Nath Sarma 

Mr. Sishir Kumar Barua 

Mr. Ramdev Sarma 

Hemchandra Goswami 

Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen 

Jogendranath Barua, E.A.C 

Satyanath Bora 

Mr. Ramdev Sarma 

Mr. Bishnuram Medhi 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan. 
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Rai Bahadur Krishna Chandra Choudhury 

Mr. Sishir Kumar Barua 

Hemchandra Goswami 

Bishnuram Medhi 

Jogendranath Barna, E.A.C 

Satyanath Bora 

Rai Bahadur .1\.alicharan Sen 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

Prof. Bani Kanta Kakati 

Mr. Chandra Nath Sarma 



Executive Committee 1920-21 

Principal J. Barua 

Mr. Kaliram Barman 

Mr. Jalti Ram Lahkar 

President Hemchandra Goswami 

Secretary Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

Assistant Secretary Mr. Sarveswar Kataki 

Treasurer Jogendranath Barua, E.A.C 

Satyanath Bora 
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Auditor 

Members Rai Bahadur Krishna Chandra Choudhury 

Rai Saheb Ananda Chandra Agarwala 

Prof. Bani Kanta Kakati 

Executive Committee 1922-23 

Mr. JaJti Ram Lahkar 

Mr. Syed Muhibul Haque 

Miss. Augusta Geisenheurer 

President Hemchandra Goswami 

Secretary Mr. Umakanta Goswami 

Assistant Secretay & Librarian Mr. Sarveswar Kataki 

Tresurer Mr. J.N. Barua 

Auditor Mr. Satyanath Bora 

Members Rai Bahadur Ananda Chandra Agarwala 



Executive Committee 1923-24 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Asst. Secretary, 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

Prof. Bani Kanta Kakati 

Mr. Bharat Chandra Das, E.A.C 
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Rai Bahadur Krishna Chandra Choudhury 

Mr. Jalti Ram Lahkar 

Principal J. Barua 

Mr. Umakanta Goswami 

Mr. Sonaram Choudhury 

Librarian cum Clerk Mr. Muktadhar Sarma 

Auditor 

Treasurer 

Members 

Executive Committee 1924-25 

President 

Secretary 

Mr. Satyanath Bora 

Mr. Jogendra Nath Barua till 1924, 

Prof. S.K. Bhuyan from 1924. 

Rai Bahadur Radha Nath Phukan 

Rai Bahadur Ananda Chandra Agarwala 

Prof. Bani Kanta Kakati 

Mr. Jaltiram Lahkar 

Principal J.Barua 

Mr. Umakanta Goswami 



Asst. Secretary, 

Clerk cum Librarian 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Executive Committee 1925-26 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary, 

Mr. Muktadhar Sarma 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

Mr. Satyanath Bora 

Rai Bahadur Radha Kalita Kakati 

Pandit Lakshminath Sarma 

Mr. Herasat Ullah 

Mr. J altiram Lahkar 

Pandit Hemchandra Goswami 

Mr. Umakanta Goswami 

Clerk cum Librarian Mr. Muktadhar Sarma 

Tresurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Mr. Kaliram Barman 

Prof. S.K.Bhuyan 

Mr. Nabin Chandra Talukdar 

Mr. Sarveswar Kataki 

Mr. J altiram Lahkar 

Prof. Banikanta Kakati 

Principal J Barna 
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Executive Committee 1926-27 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Executive Committee 1927-28 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary(s) 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Pandit Hemchandra Goswami 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

Mr. Sarveswar Kataki 

Mr. Kaliram Barman 

Mr. Jogendra Nath Barua 

Mr. Muktadhar Sarma 

Mr. Nabin Chandra Talukdar 

Mr. Jaltiram Lahkar 

Rai Bahadur Radha Nath Phookan 

Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen 

Prof. Umakanta Goswami. 

Pandit Hemchandra Goswami 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

Mr. Upendra Nath Bezbarua 

Mr. Muktadhar Sarma 

Prof. R.R. Thomas 

Mr. Jogendra Nath Barna 

Prof. B.M.sen 

Prof. S.M.Muhibullah 
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Prof. B.C. Goffin (resigned in July 1927) 

Prof. A.E. Brown in Place of Prof. Goffin from 

1927. 

Nabin Chandra Talukdar 

Keshab Chandra Das 

Executive Committee 1928-29 18
• 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

Prof. Harendra Kumar Choudhury 

Prof. R. R. Thomas 

Jogendra Nath Barua 

Sarveswar Kataki 

Keshab Chandra Das 

Prof. A.E.Brown 

Mr. Upendra Nath Bezbarua 

Prof. S.M. Muhibullah 
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Executive Committee 1929-30 

President 

Secretary 

RaiBahadur KanakLal Barua B.L, F.R.E.S. 

Mr. Dibakar Goswami, M.A, B.L. 

Asst. Secretary( s) 

Treasurer 

Prof. Harendra Kumar Choudhury 

Sarveswar Kataki 

Prof. R. R. Thomas 



Auditor 

Members 

Jogendra Nath Barna 

Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen 

Principal J .Barna 

Prof. A.E.Brown 

Mr. Upendra Nath Bezbarna 

Prof. S.M. Muhibullah 
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From the year 1931 the term of the Executive Committee was extended to 

three years and one-third members will form the quorum of a meeting instead 

of five. This was amended on the 16th anniversary of the Samiti. 19 

New Executive Committee 1931-34 20 
•• 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Rai Bahadur K.L.Barua, B.L, F.R.E.S(London) 

Minister, Local self Government, Assam. 

Dibakar Goswami 

Sarveswar Kataki 

Prof. R.R. Thomas 

Jogendra Nath Barua 

Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen 

Prof. A.E.Brown 

Jogendra Nath Barna, Addl. Judge 

Kamakhya Ram Barua 

Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan 
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Executive Committee 1934-37 21
• 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal.Barua. 

Dibakar Goswami 

Sarveswar Kataki 

Prof. R.R. Thomas 

Jogendra Nath Barua 

Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Sen 

Prof. A.E.Brown 

Mr. Gopinath Bordoloi 

Prof. Bani Kanta Kakati 

Prof. Surya kumar Bhuyan 

Prof. Syed Muhammad Muhibullah 

Jogendra Nath Barua, Add}. Judge 

Kamakhya Ram Barna 

Executive Committee 1937-40 22
• 

President 

Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Members 

Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal.Barua. (Till his 

death on 8 January,l940) 

Mr. B.P.Dowerah (after 8 January 1940) 

Mr. Dibakar Goswami, M.A, B.L. 

Mr. Sarveswar Kataki 

Mr. J.N. Barua, Retd. Addl. Session Judge 

Prof. Syed Muhammad Muhibullah 



Mr. Kaliram Medhi 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Goswami 

Prof. Umakanta Goswami 

Mr. Birinchi kumar Barna 

Mr. Premadhar Choudhury 
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Mr. Gopinath Bordoloi, Ex Premier, Assam 

Executive Committee 1940-43 23
• 

President 

Secretary 

Editor, Journal 

Members 

Mr. B.P.Dowerah 

Mr. Umakanta Goswami 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Goswami, 

Inspector of schools, Assam valley Districts. 

Mr. Kaliram Medhi 

Mr. Premadhar Choudhury 

Prof .. Bani Kanta Kakati 

Executive Committee 1943-46. 24 

President 

Secretary 

Editor, Journal 

Members 

Mr. B.P.Dowerah 

Mr. Umakanta Goswami 

Mr. Kaliram Medhi 

Mr. Dibakar Goswami 

Mr. Premadhar Choudhury 



Executive Committee 1946-50. 25 

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Auditor 

Members 

Executive Committee 1950-51. 

President 

Secretary 

Auditor 

Members 

Mr. B.P.Dowerah 

Mr. Umakanta Goswami 

Mr. Kaliram Medhi 

Mr. Dibakar Goswami 

Mr. Premadhar Choudhury 

Mr. Banikanta Kakati 

Mr. Kaliram Medhi 

Mr. Umakanta Goswami 

Mr. Dibakar Goswami 

Mr. Premadhar Choudhury 

Mr. Banikanta Kakati 

Executive Committee 1952-53. 26 

President 

Secretary 

Auditor 

Members 

Executive Committee 1953-59.27 

President 

Joint Secretary 

Mr. Banikanta Kakati 

Prof. Umakanta Goswami 

Mr. Dibakar Goswami 

Mr. Premadhar Choudhury 

Premadhar Choudhury, M.A, B.L. 

Dr. Prafulladatta Goswami 

Murari Charan Das 
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Treasurer 

Members 

Dr. Maheswar Neog 

Dr. Birinchi Kumar Barua 

Dr. Heramba Kanta Barpujari 

Dr. Satyendra Nath Sarma 

Dr. A.C. Barua 

S.C. Goswami 

P. C.Bhattacharyya 

New Executive Committee 1970. 28 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Joint Secretary 

Treasurer 

Editor, Journal 

Members 

Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri 

Murari Charan Das 

Dr. Prafulladatta Goswami 

Dr. Rabin Dev Choudhury 

Dr. Surya Kanta Barpujari 

Dr. Dimbeswar Sarma 

Dr. Satyendra Nath Sarma 

Dr. Pratap Chandra Choudhury 

Dr. Pramod Chandra Bhattacharyya 

Dr. Debo Prasad Barua 

Principal S.C. Goswami 
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The same Executive committee members continued for three successive terms 

i.e. from 1970 to 1977. 



Executive Committee 1977-78. 29 

President 

Vice President 

Asst. Secretary 

Joint Secretary 

Tresurer 

Members 

Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri 

Murari Charan Das 

Dr. H.K. Sarma 

Dr. A.K. Bhattacharyya 

Dr. P. Goswami 

Dr. P.Gogoi 

Dr. S.K. Barpujari 

Dr. R.D. Choudhury 

Prof. M.Sastri 

Prof. B. Maral 

Executive Committee 1979-82. 30 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Joint Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Members 

Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri 

Dr. Mukunda Madhava Sarma 

Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia 

Dr. Rabin dev Choudhury 

Dr. Nanda Talukdar 

J atin Goswami 

Murari Charan Das 

Dr. Nagendra Nath Acharyya 

Dr. Pramod Chandra Bhattacharyya 

Prof. Bhava Prasad Chaliha 
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Executive Committee 1983-86.
31 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Joint Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Editor, JARS 

Auditor 

Members 

Sri Murari Charan Das 

Dr. Jogendra Nath Phukan 

Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia 

Dr. Rabin Dev Choudhury 

Dr. Nishipada Dev Choudhury 

Jatin Goswami 

Dr. Pratap Chandra Choudhury 

Dr. Atulananda Goswami 

Dr. Biswa Narayan Sastri 

Dr. Pramod Chandra Bhattacharyya 

Dr. H.K.Sarma 

P.C. Sarma 

Dr. N.N. Acharyya 

Sri Bisweswar Hazarika 

Prof. Bhagaban maral 

Sri A.C. Barna 
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The above members were reelected as members and office bearer of the 

Executive Committee of 1986-1988. 

Executive Committee 1988-91. 32 

President Dr. Satyendra Nath Sarma 

Vice President Dr. Mukunda Madhava Sarma 



Secretary 

Joint Secretary 

Asst. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Editors, JARS 

Members 

Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia 

Dr. Nishipada Dev Choudhury 

Dr. Atulananda Goswami 

Sri Jatin Goswami 

Dr. Jogendra Nath Phukan 

Sri Murari Charan Das 

Dr. Gunindra Nath Bhuyan 

Dr. Rabin Dev Choudhury 

Sri A.C.Barua 

Dr. Bhagaban Maral 

Dr. H.K Sarma 

Dr. N.N.Acharya 

Sri B .Hazarika 

Executive Committee 1991-94. 33 

President Dr. B.N.Sastri 

Vice President Dr. J.N.Phukan 

Secretary Dr. Atulananda Goswarni 

Joint Secretary Dr. N.P.dev Choudhury 

Asst. Secretary Sri K.C.Deka 

Treasurer Sri N.R. Patgiri 

Editor, JARS Dr. D.Chutia 

Members C.D.Tripathi, I.A.S. 
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Dr. G.N.Bhuyan 

Dr. R.D. Choudhury 

Dr. B. Hazarika 

Dr.(Ms) Bharati Barua 

Dr. (Ms) I S Mumtaza 

Dr. R. Thakuria 
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The Executive Committee, consisting of fifteen members, was the governing 

body of the Samiti. The term of the Executive Committee was three years. In 

case of any unusual situation the term may be advanced or deferred. The same 

members may continue for next term. 34 As per rule 15(b) normally within 

thirty days from the date of expiry of the term of the Executive Committee the 

members of the Samiti would elect a new Executive Committee including the 

office bearers among themselves in a general meeting called for the said 

purpose. 

Eight members of the Executive committee and one fifth of the General 

Meeting would form a quorum 35
. If, on account of resignation or any other 

reason a vacancy arised among the office bearers, the Executive Committee 

would fill up such vacancies with members from among themselves for the 

remaining term. Any member who absents himself /herself for three 

consecutive meeting of the Samiti would cease to be a member of the said 

committee and vacancy would be filled in as per clause 17(b) 36
. 

The Executive Committee would have the power: 
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i) To appoint employee for office establishment and fix their 

monthly salaries on a whole or part time basis. 

ii) To sanction honorarium/remuneration to any person for any work 

undertaken for and on behalf of the Samiti. 

iii) To prepare annual budget, to check all sorts of expenditure and to 

prepare the Annual Report to be placed on the anniversary 

meeting of the Samiti. 

iv) To propose amendments to the constitution to the Sarniti. 

v) To make bye-laws for such matters as the management of the 

library and upkeep of the antiquarian collections and 

arrangements for excursions, lectures, tours, seminars, etc. 

vi) To decide all questions of publication of works to be made by the 

Sarniti or made in the name of the Sarniti. 

vii) To frame code of conduct for the members of the office bearer 

etc. 37 

The Executive Committee would constitute sub committee(s) to perform 

works in different sections as and when felt necessary. In that case the 

President would preside over all the meetings of the sub committee( s ). 

In the absence of the President the Vice President would preside over 

the meetings and would perform such duties as may be delegated by the 

President or empowered by the Executive Committee 38
. The Secretary would 

be responsible for the management of the Sarniti's business. He might assign a 



336 

part of his functions to the Joint Secretary/ Assistant Secretary. He would 

convene the meeting of the Executive Committee and the Annual and General 

meetings in consultation with the president. He would be totally responsible for 

the financial management through the bank account. However, the bank 

account would be operated jointly with the Treasurer.An Auditor of accounts 

of the Samiti would be elected on the anniversary meeting who would check 

the accounts up to 31st March of the year. 

To conduct the business of the Samiti vartous meetings would be 

convened. The General Meeting of the Samiti would be convened once in three 

years to elect a new Executive Committee and to adopt amendments to the 

constitution. The Annual meeting of the Samiti would be held within two 

months of the closer of the financial year. The Executive Committee meeting 

would be held monthly. On urgent and special cases the Secretary may 

convene a special General Meeting. 39 In that meeting the members residing in 

Guwahati only would be invited. In such a meeting however the ordinary 

routine works would not be gone through. 40
• The Requisition Meeting to be 

convened by the Secretary if twenty members of the Samiti apply in written. In 

case the Secretary fails to do so, the President would convene the same. 

The Executive Committee in the General meeting may propose an 

amendment to the constitution. Such amendments if accepted by a two third of 

the members present, would be incorporated in the constitution. The 
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amendments would come in to force on such date and such time as the General 

meeting decides. 

The Executive Committee would provide for all categories of members 

a code of conduct in the letter and spirit of the constitution for their guidance 

and any break of the code would constitute an act of indiscipline 41
. 

The premises of the Samiti situated on the southern bank of Dighali 

Tank, ( Assam State Museum complex) remain open on all working days 

between lOA.M. to 5 P.M. It remains closed on Sundays and other 

Government holidays. Any information regarding the Samiti may be had from 

the President/Secretary of the Samiti. The official address of the Samiti is: 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

(Assam Research society) 

Assam State Museum Complex. 

Guwahati-781001. 
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Academic Pursuits of the Samiti 

The main object of the Samiti was to carry on researches in matters 

relating to history, archaeology, ethnography i.e. all that usually come under 

the purview of a Research Society. It was an organized effort. From its 

inception the Samiti was steadfastly working towards the fulfilment of its 

objective. At that time there was no institution of higher education particularly 

university in Assam for facilitating research work. Dr Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

has rightly remarked on this aspect as-

"The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is now engaged practically in doing 

the work which is elsewhere carried on under the auspices of research 

Universities" 42 

From the beginning, the members of the samiti took keen interest to discover 

the history ,heritage and culture of ancient Assam. Assam, which is also known 

as Pragjyotisa and Kamarupa in the Puranas, classical literatures and 

inscriptions is a veritable mind full of materials for reconstructing the history 

of Assam and its adjacent region. 

The academic pursuits of the Samiti may be identified under the 

following heads: 

a) Research publications 

b) Collection of antiquities 

c) Publications 

d) Explorations 
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e) Library services 

f) Seminars, lectures, etc. 

The anniversary meeting of the Samiti was held annually and on these 

meeting papers on historical, ethnological and allied subject was read. The 

working of the Samiti had created a wider interest in these subjects throughout 

the province. Since the foundation of the Samiti not less than five copperplate 

inscription and one rock inscription of the old Kamarupa kings had been 

brought to light through the endeavours of some of the members. Kanak Lal 

Barua remarked "These newly discovered epigraphic records have 

considerably illuminated the history of ancient Kamarupa" 43 The following 

was the list of articles and papers read or taken as read in general meeting and 

anniversary meetings of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti from its inception 

till the first issue of the J oumal of the Assam Research Society published in 

1933. 44 
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List of papers presented during 1915-1920. 

Table-VIII 

Sl. Name of Papers/ Article Presented by Date 

1. History of Goalpara Mr. Kaliram Medhi 8 .9.1915 

2. Darrang Raj Vamsavali Mr.Hemchandra 10.11.1917 

Goswami 

3. Tezpur Rock Inscription Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon 19.11.1917 

4. Night worshippers in Assam Sarat Chandra Goswami 16.5.1918 

5. Ahom Rule in Assam Surya Kumar Bhuyan 19.12.1918 

6. Buddhist Sun Temple in Assam Khetradhar Borgohain 15.2.1919 

7. Old Assamese Cannon Sarveswar Kataki -

8. The Bodos or Kacharis Kamalakanta 24.4.1919 

Bhattacharya 

9. Extraction of Gold in Pre British Benudhar Sarma 7.2.1920 

Assam 

10 Pre Ahom Copper Plate Saniram Bora 21.1.1920 

11. Ganga Pukhuri Saniram Bora 31.3.1920 

12. A Copperplate Grant of Padmanath 13.7.1920 

Bhaskarvarman Bhattacharyya 

13. Recent Excursion in Dimapur Hem Chandra Goswami 13.7.1920 
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List of papers presented during 1921-1925. 

Table -IX 

Sl. Name of Papers/ Article Presented by Date 
No. 
1. Assamese Arabic Philology Maul a vi Saiyed Muhibul -

Haque 

2. Inscription on the Chalanta image Sarveswar Kataki 3.5.1921 

at Umananda 

3. Aryan Settlement in Assam Hem Chandra Goswami 23.8.1922 

4. Life and Teaching of Prof. Bani Kanta Kakati 15.5.1923 

Sankaradeva 

5. Stone Inscription at Umananda Sonaram Choudhury -

temple 

6. Aryan Settlement in Assam Saniram Barna 27.10.1925 

7. The Ancient Koch capital of J altiram lahkar -

Bijaypur 

8 Kingdom of Siromani Bhuyan Harinarayan DuttaBarua -

9. Ancient Barnagar Chintaharan Patgiri -

10. Report on the Manuscript Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan -

Assamese Puthis in Possession of 

the American Baptist Mission at 

Gauhati 

11. Newly Discovered Copperplate Hem Chandra Goswami 27.10.1925 

Grant of Indrapala 

12. Traces of Buddhism in Assam Sarat Chandra Goswami 27.10.1925 
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List of papers presented during 1926-1927. 

Table-X 

Sl.No. Name of Papers/Article Presented by Date 

1. Kamarupa in Ancient India Dibakar Goswami 11.9.1925 

2. Commerce in Assam Sarveswar Kataki -

3. Durga Image in Possession of Muktadhar Sarma -

the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

samiti 

4. Histoory of Luki J a1ti Ram Lahkar -

5. Ancient Town of Pragjyotispur Hem Chandra Goswami -

6 Glimpse of Assam m the Prof. Surya Kumar -

Records of the Honourable Bhuyan 

East India Company 

The following papers had already published in the "Works of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti", in 1920 edited by Chandra Nath Sarma. 

1. Darrang Raj Vamsavali by Hem Chandra Goswami published m 

English.45 

2. Tezpur Rock Inscription by Lt. Col. P.R.T Gurdon in English. 46 

3. The Ahom Rule by Prof. Surya Kumar Bhuyan in English. 47 

4. Asomor Purani Bartop (Old Cannon of Assam) by Sarveswar Kataki in 

Assamese 48
• 
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5. Bhaskarvarmar Tamrasasana (Copper Plate Grant of Bhaskar Varmana) 

by Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod M.A. in Bengali. 49 

6. The Night Worshippers by Sarat Chandra Goswami m 

English/ Assamese (Bilingual) 50 

In the 17th anniversary meeting of the Samiti held on 31st March 1930 and 

presided over by Mr. A.H.W. Bentinck, Commissioner, Assam Valley 

District and Honorary Director, Department of Historical and Antiquarian 

Studies Surya Kumar Bhuyan read a very interesting paper on "Life and 

work of Late Hemchandra Goswami ". Mr. Sonaram Choudhury read a 

paper entitled "A New reading on the Copper plate Inscription of 

Vaidyadeva", which was of particular historical interest. 

A paper on "Stone Image of Assam" a subject of great interest written by 

Mr. Sarveswar Kataki was taken as read. The said paper was later on 

published in Awahan.51 Mr. Kataki demonstrated a lantern lecture on the 

antiquities of Assam with the help of slides specially prepared for the 

Samiti52 In the anniversary meeting of 1935-36 there were six papers to be 

read in the meeting, but only three of them could be read and the rest had to 

be taken as read for want of time. 53 The papers were: 

1. Kamarupa in the Eight Century by Rai Bahadur K.L. Barua. 

2. Personal affixes to Assamese nouns of relationship by 

Dr. Banikanta Kakati, M.A, Ph.D 
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3. Historical Research in Assam by Rai Bahadur Surya Kumar 

Bhuyan 

4. Deodhani Dance by Nagendra Nath Choudhury, Zamindar 

5. Bhutan Duar by Hareswar Sarma 

6. Survey of the Historical Sites of the District Goalpara, 

by Sarveswar Kataki.. The said article was published in the 

Journal of the Assam Research Society vol.ii, No. 1 of 1934. 

The members of the Samiti made valuable contributions through 

publication of articles of historical interest through their investigation at 

different sites of Assam. It may be mentioned that till 1933 there was no 

mouthpiece of the Samiti and therefore the findings were published in the 

Assamese journals, which considered being a valuable treasure of history and 

literature. Scholars like Hemchandra Goswami and Padmanath Bhattacharyya 

brought it to the outside world through their publications in Bengali and 

English. Unfortunately those were scattered here and there and no attempt had 

been made to combine them. The people of Assam realized its literary vaules 

but failed to assess the historical importances. Presently it is very difficult to 

get the copies of those publications. Due to lack of public support its 

circulation did not last for long. However the contributions and its 

reinterpretations were no doubt was an attempt for creating awareness among 

the people about the historical research and reconstruction of the past. There 

were also a good number of unpublished articles of historical importance, 
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unfortunately those did not came to light. The following details may provide an 

insight of the involvement of the members in historical research. 

1. Kanai-Barasi- Bowa rock Inscription P.N. Bhattacharyya, Indian Historical 

Quarterly, December, 1927. 

2. Rock Inscription of Nilachala 

Temple 

Sonaram Choudhury, Rangmahal, 

Awahan,!930, p.485. 

Sarveswar Kataki, Asamar Silar 

Phali, Milan, 1923, p.151. 

Hemchandra Goswami, Kamakhya 

Mandir, Bangiya Sahitya Parisat 

Patrika, 1325 B.S, pp.77-83. 

Sonaram Choudhury, Kamarupat 

Koch Rajar Kirtichina, 

Chetana,51\ear, Vol. vii, 1923, p.365. 

3. Rock Inscription of Ganespuskarini Sonaram Choudhury, Kamarupar 

Tinikhan Purani Silar Phali, Banhi, 

xiii-ii, 1928,p.75. 

4. Rock Inscription of Haya-Griva Madhava Temple 

Sonaram Choudhury, Hajor 

Vivarana, Chetana, iv,viii, 1848 

Saka, p.219 & v,vii, 1845, p.368. 
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5. Rock Inscription of Pandunath-Hari Temple 

Sonaram Choudhury, Kamarupat 

Koch Rajar Kirtichina, Chetana, 

v.viii, 1845, p.369. 

6.Rock Inscription of Victory on the Chamadhara rampart 

Hemchandra Goswami, Chamadhara 

Garar Gadya, Alochani, vii,xii, 1838, 

pp.570-79. 

?.Rock Inscription of the victory of Bahgadiya Budhagohain 1589. 

Hemchandra Goswami, 

Alochani,Viii,iii, p.l12 

Sonaram Choudhury, Rangmahal, 

Awahan, ii,v, 1852, p.489. 

Sarveswar Kataki, A wahan,iv. 

8. Rock Inscription of the Victory of Namjani Barphukan, 1667. 

Hemchandra Goswami, Barphukanar 

Jayastambha, Alochani, vii, x, 1838, 

pp.480-81. 

9. Rock Inscription of Umananda temple 1694. 

Sonaram Choudhury, Umananda 

Devalaya, Milan,iii, ii, 1846, p.1 06. 
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10. Land and servitor grant inscription of the U mananda temple 1697. 

Gauridatta Misra, 'Guwahatir Sri 

Umanda Devalayar Tamar phalli' 

Banhi, v ,xii, 1836. 

11. Rock inscription of the Kameswar-Siva- temple, Nilachal, 1738. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Kamakhyat 

Ahom Kirti'Banhi, v,xii, 1847, p.676. 

12.Rock Inscription of the Sidheswar temple, Nilachal, 1718 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Kamakhyat 

Ahom Kirti, Banhi, v,xii, 1847, 

p.677. 

13.1nscription of the Umananda-Vigraha 

Sarveswar Kataki 'Sadiyar Silar 

khuta aru Umananda Vigraha Lipi' 

Chetana, ii,x, 1843, pp.444-46. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Umananda 

Devalaya' Milan, iii, ii,1846, p.106. 

Lakhikanta Misra 'Sri Sri Umanandar 

Phali' Banhi, xv,ii, p.275. 

14. Rock Inscription of the Asvakranta temple, 1720. 

Sonaram Choudhury, Banhi, tv, u, 

1846, p. 418. 
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Sonaram Choudhury 'Aswakranta 

Devalayar Phali' Jayanti, iii, 1848, 

p.833. 

15. Rock Inscription of Kurma Janardana's Phalgutsava temple, Aswakranta, 

1721. 

Hemchandra Goswami 'Silar Phali: 

Janardanar Phalgutsava mandiir; 

Aswakranta' Alochani, viii, vii, 

p285-86. 

Sarveswar Kataki 'Othara Satabdir 

Silalipir Pratilipi' A wahan, viii,iii, 

1858, p. 309. 

16. Rock inscription of the Mandakata Rampart, 1723. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Kamrupar 

tinikhan Purani Silar Phali' Banhi, 

xvii, ii, 1850, p. 76 

17. Inscription of Kamaleswara temple, Nilachala, 1728. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Kamakhyat 

Ahom Kirti' Banhi, xv, xii, 1847, 

p.677. 
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Hemchandra Goswarni 'Sila parvatar 

Gadya Silar Phali' Alochani, vii, viii, 

1838, pp.354-357. 

19 Rock inscription of the western gateway of the Gauhati city, 1732. 

Sonaram Choudhury, Alochanai, vii, 

X, 1838. 

Hemchandra Goswarni, Alochani, 

viii, iii, 1838, pp. 109-112 

20. Rock inscription of the Southern vijaya gateway of the Gauhati city, 1733. 

Sonaram Choudhury, Alochani, vii, x, 

1838 

Hemchandra Goswarni, Alochani, 

viii, iii, 1838, pp.1 09-112. 

21.Rock inscription of the Dirgheswari temple, 1735. 

Sonaram Choudhuri 'Dirgheswari 

Devalaya' Milan, ii,ii, 1845, p.493. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Rangmahal' 

Footnotes, Awahan, ii,v, 1852, 1493, 

p.493. 
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22. Rock inscription of the southern Vijaya-dvra of the Barphukan's darbar 

house at Gauhati, 1738. 

Hemchandra Goswami 'Barphukanar 

Darbar Mandir' Alochani, vii, ix, 

1838, p.402-05. 

Sarveswar Kataki, Awahan, 111, x, 

1854, p.523-525. 

23. Rock inscription of the northern Jaya-dvra of the Barphukan's 

Mantrabhavan at Gauhati, 1738. 

Hemchandra Goswami' 

Mantrabhawan' Alochani, vn, XI, 

1838, pp.523-25. 

24. Inscription on Balisatra Bell-metal Gong 

Assam Sahitya Sabha Patrika, vol.i 

issue ii, p. 76. 

25. Copperplate inscription of the Sundardiya Satra, Barpeta (Assam) 

Dimbeswar Neog, 'Sundardiya Satrar 

Tamar Phali' Banhi, xi, x, p.115. 

26. Copperplate inscription of the Dhareswara temple (Hatimura hill) 

Sarveswar Kataki 'A sam Rajai 

Bhumidana diya tamar phali' Banhi, 

xvi, xii.l846 
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27 .Copperplate inscription on landgrant of the Asvakranta temple. 

Sarveswar Kataki 'Asom Rajai 

Bhumidan diya tamar phali' Banhi, 

XlV, Xll. 

28. Rock inscription of the Janardan temple, Gauhati. 

Hemchandra Goswami, Alochani, 

viii, v, 1838, pp. 194-95. 

29. Rock inscription of the Sukreswara temple, Gauhati. 

Hemchandra Goswami 'Sukreswara 

Mandir' Alochani, vii, x, 1838, pp. 

481-82. 

30. Rock inscription of the Durga Sarovar ,Gauhati. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Kamakhyat 

Ahom Kirti' Banhi, xv, xii, 1847, pp. 

481-482. 

31. Rock inscription of the Kamakhya temple, Silghat. 

Hemchandra Goswami 'Silar Phali' 

Alochani, viii, v, p. 193. 

Lakhikanta Misra Bhagabati 

'Silghatar Lipi' Banhi, xv, v, p. 277. 
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32. Copperplate inscription of Land grant to the Dakhinpat Satra, 1749. 

Asam Sahitya Sabha Patrika,vol. I, 

issue iv, p.204. 

33. Rock inscription of the Rudreswara temple, North Guwahati. 

Hemchandra Goswami 'Silar Phali' 

Alochani, viii, ii, 1838, pp. 51-55. 

34. Rock inscription of Janardana' s Phalgutsova temple, Gauhati, 1750. 

Sonaram Choudhury, Awahan, 1859, 

pp. 550-552. 

35. Rock inscription of the Phalgutsova temple, Nilachal (Kamakhya) 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Kamakhyat 

Ahom Kirti' Banhi, xv, xii, 1847, p. 

679. 

36. Rock inscription of the Haya-griva -Madhava's Phalgutsova temple, Hajo, 

1750. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Hajor Vivaran' 

Chetana,iv, viii, 1844, p. 552. 

37. Rock inscription of the Kedar temple, Nilachala, Gauhati, 1751. 

Surya Kumar Bhuyan 'Banhi' 1847, 

p. 651. 
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38. Rock inscription on the wall around the Rudreswara temple, North 

Guwahati. 

Hemchandra Goswami 'Silar phali' 

Alochani, viii, ii, 1858, p. 58. 

39. Rock inscription of the Navaratna temple at Navagraha, Gauhati, 1753. 

Hemchandra Goswami, 'Silar phali' 

Alochani, viii, ii, 1858, p. 58. 

40. Rock inscription of the Navagraha-Puskarini, Gauhati, 1675. 

Surya Kumar Bhuyan, Banhi, xv, ii, 

p.' 1845, p.651. 

41. Rock inscription of the manikarnesvar temple, North Guwahati 

Surya Kumar Bhuyan, Banhi, xv, ii, 

1845,p. 651. 

Sonaram Choudhury, Banhi, xiv, n, 

1846, p. 652. 

42. Inscription on the silver umbrella covering the Devi-pitha of Dirgheswari 

temple, 

North Guwahati, 1757. 

Sarveswar Kataki, Bordoichila, 1856, 

p. 78-80. 
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43. Copper-plate inscription of grant towards daily worship at the Sukreswara 

temple, 1761. 

Surya Kumar Bhuyan, Banhi, xv, ii, 

1847, pp. 652-653. 

44. Rock inscription of the Siddheswara temple, Soalkuchi, Kamrup, 1764. 

Hemchandra Goswami 'Silar phali' 

Alochani, viii, ii, 1838, pp. 51-55. 

45. Rock inscription of the Vasisthasrama temple, Guwahati, 1764. 

Hemchandra 

'Vasisthasramar Silar 

Goswami, 

Phali' 

Alochani, viii, vi, 1837, pp. 298-300. 

46. Copper-plate inscription of the Vasudeva -math, Dakhinpat Satra, Majuli, 

Sibsagar. 

Assam Sahitya Sabha Patrika, vol.i, 

issue iv, p. 207. 

47. Land and servitor grant inscription of the Bengana-ati-Satra, Majuli, 

Sibsagar, 1773. 

Assam Sahitya Sabha Patrika, vol.i, 

issue iv, p. 208. 
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48. Rock inscription of the Chatrachala Devi temple, Gauhati, 1799. 

Golak Chandra Barua, Kavyavinod 

'Chatrachala Devalaya' Alochani, iv, 

ii, 1835, pp. 346-348. 

Sonaram Choudhury 'Chatrakar 

Devalayayr phalli' Awahan, xi, viii, 

1862, pp. 778-780. 

49. Documents of the purchase of slave by the Mahanta of Salaguri satra, 

Nowgong, 1799. 

Assam Sahitya Sabha Patrika, vol. I, 

issue ii, p. 73. 

50. Rock inscription of Billeswar temple, Be1sor, Nalbari. 1699. 

Dandiram Dutta ' Sri Sri Billeswara 

Devamandirar Silar phali' Chetana, 

vi, vii, 1846, pp. 420. 

In additon to the above, a number of rock and copperplate inscriptions 

had been published through other publications. Mention may be made of Hari 

Narayan Duttabarua's Prachin Kamarupar Kayastha Samajar Itivritta and 

Dharani Kanta Sarma's Kamakhya Tirtha, published from Nalbari and 

Guwahati respectively. 

It was Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua who felt the need of a journal for 

publishing article relating to history, archaeology, literature etc. of Assam and 
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disseminating historical knowledge about Assam outside. The papers published 

were of original research findings. Since 1933 the Journal of the Assam 

Research Society has made remarkable contributions in the academic field. 

The papers were published in English. The articles published in the journal of 

the Samiti from 1933 to 1993 are appended below showing its rich value in 

disseminating historical and cultural heritage of Assam. 

Journal of The Assam Research Society (JARS) Vol.] No.1, April 1933, edited by 

Rai Bahadur K.L.Barua, President Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 

Introductory by K.L. Barna, pp.l-3 

1. Assam As Field of Research by J.P.Mills, M.A, I.C.S,pp.3-6. 

2. The Jaintia Copper Plate Inscription of Mahadevi Kasasati by 

Dr. K.M Gupta, pp. 6-9. 

3. The Sign Anji in Ancient Copper Plate Inscriptions of Kamarupa by 

Pandit Padmanath Bhattacharya Vidyavinod, pp. 9-12 

4. Pragjyotisa Kamarupa and Davaka by Prof. P.C.Sen, M.A, pp.l2-15 

5. Early History of Tea by Dinesh Chandra Dutta, M.A pp.l5-25 

6. Growth of Assamese Literature in the Sixteenth century by 

Bali Narayan Deka,pp.26-30 

7. Review-Kamarupa Sasanavali, The Cottanian, Vangasri, pp.30-32 . 
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J.A.R.S Vol. I, No.2, July 1933, (ed) K.L. Barua 

1. Some notes on Assam Coins by K.L. Barua, pp. 33-35 

3. Stray notes on Buchanan's Account of Assam by K.L. Barua, pp. 44-46 

J.A.R.S Vol. I, No.3 October 1933 (ed) K.L. Barua 

1. Kamarupa in the Sixth Century A.D by K.L. Barua, pp. 55-68 

J.A.R.S Vol. I, No.4, January 1934,(ed) K.L. Barua. 

1. Kamarupa in the Seventh Century A.D. by K.L. Barua, pp. 97-103 

2. Dr. Hutton on the origin of races and religions in India, pp. 106-109. 

J.A.R.S Vol./1 No.I, April, 1934 (ed) K.L.Barua 

1. The Kamarupa Era by K.L.Barua, pp.6-7 

2. The Hatimura Temple in Nowgong by K.L. Barua, pp.12 

3. Kamarupa in the Eight Century by K.L. Barua, pp.l9-23 

J.A.R.S Vol. II, No.2 July, 1934 (ed) K.L. Barua. 

1. Was there a Buddhist temple at Hajo by K.L. Barua, pp.39-44 

2. Kamarupa and Vajrayana by K.L. Barna, pp. 44-49 

3. A Manuscript of the Sixteenth Century by K.L. Barna, pp. 51-52 

4. Prasioi and Gangaridai by K.L. Barna, pp. 52-54 

JARS. vol.ii No.3 edited by Rai Bahadur K.L.Barua October1934. 

1. Speculation and Research in Indo Aryan Literature and Anthropology by 

Nagendra Nath Ghosh pp. 61-72 

2. Date of Bhagavata Purana by Rai Bahadur Amarnath Roy, pp.72-82. 

3. Mischellanea- Sravasti in Kamarupa, pp. 82-84 



4. The Date of Saraha by Rai Bahadur K.L. Barua p.85 

5. Reviews- Indian Historical Quarterly,vol.x No3, pp.85-87. 

JARS. vol.ii No. 4, edited by Rai Bahadur K.L.Barua, Januaryl935 
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1. Sri Chaitanya Deva and the Madhava Sect by Pandit Achyut Charan 

Choudhuri Tattvaridhi, pp. 89-92. 

2. The Temple of Madhava at Hajo by Sarveswar Kataki, pp.92-93. 

3. Some Garo Folk Tales by D.S. Rongmuly, B.L. pp. 93-96. 

4. Was King Rudrasingha Illiterate by Nalini Kumar Misra, pp. 97-100. 

5. Deodhani Dance by Nagendra Narayan Choudhury, pp. 100-102. 

6. A Note on the Word Assam,by Birinchi Kumar Barua, pp. 102-104. 

7. Note on Some Ancient Ruin by Rai Bahadur K.L. Barua, pp. 104-105. 

8. Origin of the Bhauma King of Orissa by Rai Bahadur K.L. Barua, pp. 106. 

9. Reviews-Periodicals, International Journal on the Science of Yoga, Indian 

Culture, January 1935, Kalyana Kalpataru, A waban vol.vi No.2 

JARS, vol.iii No.1 edited by Rai Bahadur K.L. Barua, Apri/1935. 

1. Ourselves by Editor, p.l 

2. Kamarupa in the Ninth Century A.D. by K.L. Barua, pp.2-5 

3. King Sriharsa, the Author of the Ratnavali by Jogendra Chandra Ghosh, 

pp.5-9 

4. Chaitanyadeva and Madhava by Rai Bahadur Amarnath Roy, pp. 9-12 

5. The Ancient Relics of Kamarupa by Annada Charan Bhattacharya, 

pp.l2-19 
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6. Kausika or Kausiki by K.L. Barna, pp. 19-21 

7. Extent of V aidyadeva' s Kingdom by Pandit Padmanath Bhattacharyya, 

pp.21-23 

8. The Administrative System of Kamarupa by Birinchi Kumar Barua, 

pp.23-32 

9. Purusottam Vidyavagisa by K.L. Barua, pp.32-33 

10. Reviews (Books) An Imperial History of India m Sanskrit Text by 

K.P.Jayaswal, Assam 0 Bangadesar Bibaha Paddhati by Bijoy Bhusan 

Ghosh Choudhuury,pp.35-37 

JARS vol.iii,No. 2, July 1935. 

1. Some Anciient Relics found in North Lakhimpur by Sarveswar Barna, 

pp.39-47 

2. Stemming of the Tide of Muslim conquest in Eastern India by K.L. 

Barna, pp. 47-58 

3. Miscellanea, p.59 

4. The Name Asam- An Explanation, pp. 60-62 

5. Some more Kamarupa seal in Nalanda, p.62 

6. Early History of Tea in Assam by Syed Martuza Ali , pp.63-65 

7. Manipur in the Epic Age by Syed Sayeed-Ud-Din Ahmed, pp.66-69 

8. Reviews (Periodicals) Indian Cultures,vol.ii,No.l, Journal of the Royal 

Asiatic Society (January& April 1935) 
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JARS,vol.iii,No.3, October 1935. 

1. The Kalitas by Kaliram Medhi, pp. 7 5-88 

2. The date of Bukhtiar' s Invasion of Assam by Dhirendra Nath Mukherji, 

pp.89-91 

3. The Ancient Tripura Kingdom in the Kapili Valley by K.L. Barna, pp. 

92-98 

4. A Koch Hero of the Seventeenth Century by K.L. Barna, pp. 98-101 

5. An Inscribed Assamese Kettle Drum by Sarveswar Kataki, pp. 101-102 

6. Reviews (Books) The wild tribe in Indian History 

Periodical- Indian Historical quarterly ,vol.xi No.2 

JARS, vol.iii,No.4,( ed) K.L.Barua, January 1936 

1. Mahenjo-Daro and Mithraic Influence on Nathism by R.M. 

Nath,pp.l04-108 

2. The Kalitas by Gauri Kanta Talukdar, pp.108-ll3 

3. A Kamarnpa Brahman in Kalinga by Jogendra Chandra Ghosh, pp. 

113-115 

4. Buddhism in Assam by Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod, 

pp.115-118 

5. Some Sanskrit Manuscripts Found in Kamarnpa by S.C. 

Goswami,pp.l18-123 

6. Vaishnavism in Kamarnpa by Mohan Chandra Mahanta, pp. 123-128 

7. Amherst collection of Assam Coins by K.L. Barna, pp. 128-129 



8. Reviews- Racial Affinities of the People of India by B.S. Guha 

JARS, vol.iv,No.l,(ed) K.L.Barua, April1936 
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1. Sumeran Custom and its Historic Indian Parallels by Dr. B.A. Saletore, 

pp.01-11 

2. Maharaja Prithu by Jogendra Chandra Ghosh, pp. 11-14 

3. A Rejoinder by K.L. B arua, pp.15-18 

4. Buddhism in Assam- A Rejoinder by Rai Bahadur Amarnath Roy, 

pp.18-22 

5. Digaroo Plates by R.M.Nath, pp.22-23 

6. The Haravati by Amarnath Roy,pp.23-24 

7. Ruins in LAUR by Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod, pp.24-29 

8. An Assamese Source of Mughal History by The Editor,pp.27-30 

9. Review-Periodicals 

JARS, vol.iv,No.2,(ed) K.L.Barua, July 1936 

1. Sankaracharyya and Buddhism in Assam by R.M. Nath,B.E., pp.3l-39 

2. Timgyadeva and Vaidyadeva by Nalin Nath Das Gupta, pp.39-42 

3. Kalapahar and the Kamakhya Temple by R.M. Nath,B.E., pp.42-46 

4. Buddhism in Kamarupa and Syhlet by Jogendra Chandra Ghosh, 

pp.47-49 

5. The Haralata and the Kichakavadha by D Bhattacharyya, pp. 49-50 

6. The Maharaja of Koch Behar by K.L. Barna, pp. 50-52 

7. A Stray Cannon at baniyachang by Padmanath Bhattacharyya, pp.52-53 
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8. The Human Tail by Dewan Singh Rongmutty, pp.54-55 

9. The Ancient Garo Calendar by D.S. Rongmutty, pp.55-56 

10. King Dharmapala of Kamarupa As a Poet by N .N. Dasgupta, pp. 56-57 

JARS,vol.iv,No.3,(ed) K.L.Barua, October 1936 

1. Location of the Nidhanpur Grant of Bhaskarvarmana by P .N. 

Bhattacharyya 
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7. Sir Hennry Cotton and Assam by Praphulladatta Goswami, pp.30-37 

8. Chandrakanta Singha and the fall of the Ahom Kingdom by 

Swarnalata Barua, pp.38-42 

9. Legend of IT A by Biswanarayan Sastri, pp.43-48 

10. Arunachal in the setting of Indian Culture by Rabijit choudhury, 

pp.49-55 

11. Gold Coins from Paglatek by R.D. Choudhury, M.C. Das, pp.56-6l 

12. Archaeological Notes from Arunachal Bhishmaknagar, pp.62-64 

13. Sanatana and Rupa in Assamese Hagiographical Literature by 

Dr. S.N. Sarma, pp.65-7l 

14. Review of the book by J.R. Basu, pp.72-76 

(Western Aesthetics by Dr. K.L. Pandey Second edition, 1972) 

JARS, Volume xxi, March 1973, The Diamond Jubilee Souvenir, Published by 

Dr. P. Goswami 

Part One 

1. Editorial by Dr. P.C. Choudhury 

2. History of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti by M.C. Das, pp.l-1 0 



3. Sub Sections of the Kayasthas by Dr. B.N. Sarma, 11-16 

Part Two 

I. Introductory by Rai K.L. Barua Bahadur,B.L., pp.l-3 
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2. Assam As A Field of Research by J.P. Mills, M.A., I.C.S, pp.4-l 0 

3. The Jaintipur Copper-plate Inscription of Mahadevi Kasasati by 

Dr. K.M. Gupta 10-14 

4. The Sign Anji in Ancient copper-plate inscriptions of Kamarupa 

by 

Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod, pp.l5-18 

5. Prag-jyotisha, Kamarupa and Davaka by Prof. P.C. Sen, pp.18-24 

JARS, Volume xxii, published by M.C. Das, 1974 

PART ONE 

I. On Some Early Inscriptions on Assam by Dr. D.C. Sirkar, pp.l-11 

2. Tai Ahom Religion and Customs (Ahom Royal Custom of issuing 

Coins on Coronation), pp.l2-23 

3. The Author of the Smriti Sagara by Acharya Manoranjan Sastri. 

Pp.24-31 

4. A Notes on dating of two Images by Dr. R.D. Choudhury, 

pp.32-34 

5. A Pre Ahom Chutia Temple in North Lakshimpur District by 

C.D. Tripathi 
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6. A Survey of the Ahom Sculptures by dr. P.C. Choudhury, 

pp.40~51 

7. The Mon-Pas ofTawang by Dr. P.D. Goswami, pp.52-62 

PART TWO 

1. Early History of Tea by Dinesh Chandra Dutta, pp.63-68 

2. Growth of Assamese Literature in the Sixteenth Century by 

Bali Narayan Deka, 84-92 

JARS, Volume xxiii, Editor Dr. P.C. Choudhury, 1977 

1. A Note On the Capital Cities of Ancient Assam by 

Dr. Mukunda Madhava Sarma, pp.l-11 

2. The Language and Dilects of Cachar Districts in Assam by 

Dr. P.C. Bhattacharyya, pp.12-15 

3. Kandali's Assamese Rarnayana and Tulsi's Ramcharitmanas by 

Dr. Indira Goswami, pp.16-26 

4. Ahom in the Mmayamara Sect by Dr. P. Gogoi, pp.27-38 

5. A Study on the Tirthakaumudi of Pitambara Sidhantavagisha by 

Dr. N.N. Sarma, pp.39-44 

6. A Note on the Temple of Jainteswari by B.K.Ghosh, pp.45~48 

7. Formation of the Chief Commissionership of Assam Under the 

British Rule 1874 by M.C.Bose, pp.49-56 

8. Historical Significance of the stone inscriptionfrom Lanka 

(Nowgong: Assam) by Dr. P.C. Choudhury, pp.57-64 
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9. Vamabhara (Left Method) or Heterodox Worship in the Kalika 

Purana 

By B.N. Sastri, pp.65-68 

lO.Book Review- Asomiya Lokagit Sanchayan by Dr. H.K. Sarma, 

pp.69-71 

JARS, Volume xxiv, Editor Dr. P.C. Choudhury, 1978 (A Souvenir Volume) 

1. Some Aspects of the History of Assam and its Culture by 

Dr. D.C. Sircar, pp.l-12 

2. Sir Edward Gait: Scholar Administrator by Dr. P.Goswami, 

pp.l3-20 

3. The Phlha Festival of the Monpas by R.K. Billory, pp.21-27 

4. Gold Objects from Singimari in Garo Hills District by 

Dr. R.D. Choudhury, pp.27-30 

5. A note on some Archaeological records of the ahom Age by 

B.C. Handique, pp.31-34 

6. A Hoard of Silver coins from Haflong by Dr. P.C. Choudhury, 

pp.35-48 

JARS, Volume xxv, Editor Dr. P.C. Choudhury, 1979-80 

1. The Destruction of the Kamakhya temple as refered to m 

Y oginitantra 

by Biswanarayan Sastri, pp.l-8 



2. Some Problems relating to the Coins of Siu-Klen-Mung by 

Dr. J.N. Phukan, pp.9-14 
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3. New Light on the Nidhanpur Copper Plate grant of 

Bhaskarvarman by 

Dr. N.N. Acharya, pp.l5-21 

4. Ananda Ram dhekial Phookan as an Administrator in the Early 

British 

Period in Assam by Prof. Nanda Talukdar, pp.22-25 

5. Snake Worship: Goddess manasa Cult in Assam by Dr. S.N. 

Goswami, pp.26-31 

6. A Note on Some Archaeological Relics in and around Barpathar 

(Golaghat) Assam by Dr. P.C. Sarma , pp.32-39 

7. The Turko Afgan and Mughal Invasions ofTripera Raj by 

Dr. G.P. Singh, pp.40-49 

8. Agriculture in Assam in the Ahom Age by Dr. S.L Baruah, 

pp.S0-72 

9. A Hoard of Metallic images from Hahara, Kamrup by G.N. 

Bhuyan and R.D. Choudhury, pp.73-77 

IO.Indian pottery through Ages by Dr. S.N. Sarma, pp.78-80 
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JARS, Volume xxvi, Editor Dr. P.C. Choudhury, 1981-82 

1. Kuruavahi Copper Plate of Harjjara (Varma) deva by Dr. 

D.Chutia, 

pp.1-ll 

2. On the Nagajari Khanikargaon Fragmentary Stone Inscription by 

Dr. M.M. Sarma, pp.12-21 

3. The Cross- Chain Ornament in Sanchi Base Reliefs and its 

Identification by Dr. A.L. Srivastava, pp.22-26 

4. The Concept of Nirvana in Buddhism by Dr. K.P. Sinha, 

pp.27-32 

5. Monastic Social Structure m Khamti society by Dr. Bhiksu 

Kondinya, pp.33-37 

6. On Visvanath's Treatment of Sabdabodhakarana by 

Dr. Ashok Kumar Goswami, pp.38-45 

7. Antiquity of the kamakhya temple on the Nilachala by 

Dr. Pradip Sarma, pp.46-52 

8. On the ferm 'Bhakti' used in the field of Epistomology by 

Dr. Lakshahira Gogoi Chutia, pp.53-62 

9. Freedom Struggle in the Early Part of the Nineteenth Century in 

Assam (1826-1830) by Dr. S.K. Goswami 

10. Ketekibari Satra: A Vaishnava Institution at Gauhati by 

Dr. P.C. Choudhury, pp.68-72 



11. Obituary Note: Benudhar Sarma, Dr. Padmeswar Gogoi 

JARS, Volume xxvii, Editor P.C. Choudhury, 1983 
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1. Iconographic Development of Seen God m Early North India: A 

Numismatic Approach by Dr. Bhaskar Chatterjee, pp.l-5 

2. Channdragupta II and Vakatakas by Dr. Jaiprakash Singh, pp.6-10 

3. The Vrsalas in the age of the Chandra-Vyakarana and the Kaseka by 

Dr. Apurba Chandra Barthakuria, pp.11-14 

4. Yuan Chwang in Kamarupa by Dr. M.K. Davalikar, pp.15-21 

5. The Assamese Script by Dr. Upendranath Goswami, pp.22-28 

6. New Light on Ancient Assam from the Chinese Accounts by 

Dr. N.N. Acharya, pp.29-33 

7. A Study on the Temple Architecture Under the Ahoms, pp.34-41 

8. The Rgvedic Triad of Great Goddesses by Dr. Prithvi Kumar 

Agarwalla, Pp.42-46 

9. A Note on the Buddhist Concept of Causality in the Light of Some 

Views of Western Philosophers by Dr. Bimala Das, pp.47-51 

10. Sculpture of Medieval Assam by Dr. R. Das Gupta, pp.52-69 

11. Sabin alum : The Karbi Ramayana by Dr. Birendra Nnath Dutta, 

pp.70-80 

12. Commentors of the Ratnamala Vyakarana by Dr. Narenndra Nath 

Sarma, pp.81-88 



13. Some Observations on the Inscriptions of Kambuja by 

Md. Sarharuddin Ahmed, pp.89-96 

387 

14. William Robinson's Assamese Grammer by Dr. Banikanta Sarma, 

pp.97-100 

15.Late Dr. Nanda Talukdar: A Life Sketch and a Bibliographical Note by 

Dr. H.K. Sarma, pp.11l-125 

16.Book Review - The Ten Classical Upanishada Vol.i, by Dr. P.P. 

Upadhyaya, pp.126-127 

JARS, Volume .xxviii, Editor Dr. P.C. Choudhury, 1984-85 

1. Recent advances in Prehistory and Archaeology of North east India 

by Tarun Ch. Sarma, pp.1-28 

2. Persian Chronicles as source of the History and Culture of Norh eastern 

India by Dr. S.L. Barna, pp.29-38 

3. Materials of History from Traditions and travelogues by M.K. Saikia, 

pp.39-50 

4. Some aspects of the history and culture of the Chutias of Upper Assam 

by P.C. Saikia, pp.Sl-61 

5. Studies in the Original Source materials on the History and Culture of 

the North Eastern India by Pradip Sarma, pp.62-71 

6. Chronicle writing During the Ahom Period: A Note on Assamese 

Chronicle by B.C. Handique, pp.72-74 
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7. Buranji and its Source by Lila Gogoi, pp.75-78 

8. Some aspects of the Tais of North Eastern India by Puspa Gogoi, 

pp.79-82 

9. The Role of the Koches in Shapinig the history and culture of North east 

India by S.N. Koch, pp.83-93 

10. Tantra: A neglected Source for materials for the history of Assam, 

pp.94-104 

11. Studies on the Graces-Roman and Chinese sources of the history of 

ancient Assam by N.N. Acharya, pp.l 05-115 

JARS, Volume xxix, Editor P.C. Choudhury, 1986-87 

1. Asura - The Solar Deity of the Rgveda, the omnipotent creator and 

sustainer of the World- by Dr. Maitrayee Bora, pp.l-16 

2. Development of Entomological Studies with special reference to 

silkworms in Assam: An overview by Dr. H.C. Mahanto, pp.l7-24 

3. The Biya-Gowa-Ojapali Music of Assam by Dr. N.C. Sarma, pp.25-36 

4. Dighaligaon Copperplates of V anamalavarmadeva by 

Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia, pp.37-52 

5. Earthquake Lore of Arunachal: A Study. By Dr. Jai Prakash Singh, 

pp.53-63 

6. Book Review, p 64 



JARS, Volume .xxx, Editor J.N. Phukan, 1988 

1. The Substratum of Asamiya Language by Bhagaban Maral, pp.l-23 

2. Principles in Assamese by Biswaeswar Hazarika, pp.24-32 

3. On the relations between the Tarungs and the Aitons by 

Mrs. Jaya Buragohain, pp.33-37 
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4. The Rabhas and their Folk Litarature by Nabin Chandra Sarma, 

pp. 38-49 

5. A note on the inscribed Sun-Image preserved in the Assam State 

Museum by Dharmeswar Chutia, pp. 50-56 

6. The Ahom Language, Coins and their dates by J.N. Phukan, pp.57-61 

JARS, Volume .xxxi,No. 1 & 2 ,Editor Dr. J.N. Phukan, 1989-90 

1. Editorial, pp.iii-iv 

2. Sjt. Premadhar Choudhury: A Tribute by M.C. Das, pp.v-ix 

3. The nature of Theriomorphism in the Rgveda by Dr. Maitrayee Bora, 

pp.1-9 

4. King Tryaruna and Vrsa Jana by Dr. Thaneswar Sarma, pp. 10-16 

5. Energy as the material Cause of the world by Dr. K.P. Sinha, pp.17-24 

6. The role of Truth; function in Symbolic Logic by Dr. Bimala Das, 

pp.25-36 

7. Sun Worship in Assam by Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri, pp.37-54 

8. Prostitute in Ancient Assam by Dr. Jai Prakash Singh, pp.55-59 
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9. Was there a Gupta temple at Da-Parvatiya: A Rejoinder by Dr. Pradip 

Sarma, pp.60-70 

10. Manipuri Manuscript Painting: A Distinctive North Esat Indian Genre 

by Dr. Birendra Nath Dutta, pp.71-80 

1l.Folk Painting of the Lankakanda of Madhava Kandali by Dr. N.C. 

Sarma ,pp.81-86 

12. Mutual Superimposition advocated by Sarvajnat Mamuni by 

Dr. Sujata Purkayastha, pp.87-91 

13. The Stone Inscription of Candika Temple at Chaygaon- Gajendra 

Adhikari, pp.92-96 

14. A Brief survey of investigations in to the Pre Historic archaeology of 

N.E. India by Dr. Minerva Sonowal, pp.97-105 

15. A Fragmentory copper Plate Inscription from Nagaon by 

Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia, pp.1 06-114 

16. Madhava Kandali's Ramayana: Translation & Adaptions by 

Dr. S. Bezbarua, pp.ll5-124 

JARS, Volume xxxii, No. 1&2, Editor Dr. D.Chutia, 1992 

I. Some aspects of Saktism in Assam by Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri, pp.1-7. 

2. Saktism in Early Assam by K.P. Sinha, pp.8-15 

3. The Concept of Sakti in Early Assam Dr. Sujata Purkayastha, pp.l6-24 

4. The antiquity of Goddess Mahisamardini and her icon in Assam 

By Dr. N.P. Devchoudhury, pp. 25-41 
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5. A brief notes on Sakti tcon found at Ambari by Dr. Minerva 

Sonowal,pp.42-53 

6. Was Saktism a prominent faith in Kamarupa during Bhaskarvarmana's 

reign by Dr. Bharati Barua, pp.54-58 

7. A critical study of the charitas incorporated in the De vi Mahamaya 

from folkloristc point of view by Dr. Nabin Chandra Sarma, pp. 59-66 

8. Ramayana and Mahabharata in Kamarupa Inscriptions by Jai Praksh 

Singh, pp.67-75 

9. Goalpariya Dialect: A SocioLinguistic Approach by Dr. S Bezbarua, 

pp.76-81 

JARS, Volume xxxiii No. 1 Editor, Dr. D. Chutia, 1993. 

1. Early British rule in India and Sanskrit study by Dr. Biswanarayan 

Sastri, pp.l-8 

2. Sarman Singing on a Verse-triad by Dr. Maitrayee Bora, pp.9-14 

3. The absolute in the Philosophy of Panchatantra by Dr. K.P. Sinha, 

pp.15-22 

4. Pre historic rock painting in India by Dr. N.P. Devchoudhury,pp.23-31 

5. A note on fragmentary stone inscription from Golaghat District by D. 

Chutia , pp.32-40 

6. Historical Archaeology of Doiyang Dhansiri valley: New finds by 

Hemendra Kr. Dutta, pp.41-46 



,. 
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7. The Everlasting values of Greenaries as gleaned from the Sang am 

literature, pp.52-57 

8. A survey of some linga Pitha sculptures found in Assam by Hemendra 

Kr. Bhuyan, pp.47-51 

9. A Brief account of the Martyars of Assam from 1830-1943 by Kanak 

Ch. Deka, pp.58-66. 

10. The Raij Mel in Assam: An observation by Dr. Santo Barman, pp.67-72 

11. Indian influence on the Thais of Thailand and other Thais by Dr. Puspa 

Gogoi, pp. 73-77 

JARS, Platinum Jubilee Volume, Editor Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia Published in 

1994. 

1. God's arrival m the Vaisesika System by Johanese Bronkhorst, 

pp.l-6 

2. Dinnanga and Dharmakriti on Pratyaksabhasa by B.N.Sastri, pp.7-1& 

3. Buddhist Bronze of Surocolo by Lokesh Chandra and Sundari Devi 

Singhal, pp.l9-38 

4. Eschatological idea m the Rigveda and Atharvaveda by N.N. 

Bhattacharyya and M. Taher 

5. On the location of Dijinna-Kalanga and Puraji -Visayasmentioned in 

the early Epigraphs of Assam by Dharmeswar Chutia , pp.51-59 

6. Emergence of the Ahom Kingdom in the Brahmaputra valley by 

Romesh Buragohain, pp.60-69 
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7. A Sketch of the Historical Geography of the Routes connecting 

ahom kingdom with Maibong, the Kachari Capital by Dr. I.S.M. 

Kahatun, pp. 70-78 

8. Pre British Bhutan Border land: A m1cro study on the word 

"compensation" in the article '3' of the Indo Bhutanese Treaty of 

1949 by Nagen Sarma, pp.79-94 

9. On the origin of the Assamese language: A Note by Bisweswar 

Hazarika. Pp.94-100 

10. Archaeological Remains in the Behali reserve Forest by Nityananda 

Gogoi, pp.l01-104. 

Lecture and Exihibitions 

By the year 1930 an important aspect of the Samiti's activities was 

started; it was the demonstration through Lantern Slide. A Harland's Magic 

Lantern with accessories was procured by the Samiti; Sarveswar Kataki, the 

Assistant Secretary of the Samiti prepared thirty five slides on the antiquities of 

Assam including specimens of royal apparel, ancient pottery, images of stone 

or bronze, facsimiles of stone inscriptions, archaeological ruins, ancient coins, 

ancient paintings on old manuscripts etc 54
• The educative value of such slide 

was very great. Due to the labour and enthusiasm a careful selection of the 

specimens was made and the slides were prepared. It was a very encouraging 

approach to educate the public. Gradually the numbers of the slides increased 
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and the Samiti used to participate in exhibitions with those slides and with 

selected articles of antiquarian interest in its possession 55
• 

On the request of the authorities of the Industrial and Agricultural 

Exhibition, held at Sibsagar on 15-2-1929 and opened by the Commissioner, 

Assam Valley District Sarveswar Kataki was sent to Sibsagar to open a stall in 

the exhibition ground in order to exhibit some selected articles of antiquarian 

interest in possession of the Samiti. The primary moto of this mission was to 

attract the public interest. 56 The antiquities collected by the member of the 

Samiti as well as deposited by other non members increased day by day. At a 

time there became impossible to house all those in a small room of the Samiti. 

Some of the antiquities were to be kept outside, as it was too heavy and 

voluminous. The antiquities of the samiti have been classified under the 

following heads 57
• 

1. Stone Articles 

2. Inscriptions 

3. Metal Articles 

4. Wooden Articles 

5. Terracottas 

6. Pottery 

7. Textiles 

8. Ethnological Articles 

9. Coins 
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10. Miscellaneous articles 

11. Manuscripts 

12. Transcripts 

13. Current Coins of Europe 

Except the manuscripts and transcripts the others were handed over to the 

Museum authority as per the resolution of the General body Meeting held on 

30-7-1939. 

Publications 

Inspite of financial hardship, the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

published a good number of books of immense value. Among those 

publications some books are commemoration volume. Besides periodical 

reports and other monographs two works of considerable historical importance 

namely, the Purani Asom Buranji ( History of Ancient Assam) and the 

Patshah- Buranji ( History of the Delhi Sultanate) both in Assamese based on 

an old manuscript, the former having gone through the print for the second 

time 58
• In recent years the Samiti brought out some important and prestigious 

volumes as detailed below: 

1) Abhinandan Bharati (ed) B.N.Sastri & P.C.Choudhury( 

Professor Krishna Kanta Handique Felicitation Volume, 1982) 

2) Ananta Acharyya's Ananda Lahari (ed) Dr. Biswanarayan 

Sastri and Dr. Pratap Chandra Choudhury, 1983 
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3) A Descriptive Catelogue of Manuscripts preserved in the Library 

of the K.A.S (ed) Dr. Dharmeswar Chutia, 1984 

4) Readings in the History and culture of Assam (ed) D. Chutia, 

1984 

5) A Source Book of Archaeology of Assam and other States of 

North Eastern India, (ed) D. Chutia, 1984. 

6) Benudhar Sarma Commemoration Volume (ed) Dr. G.N. Bhuyan 

and Dr. D. Chutia , 1987 

Among the other important publications mention may be made of the 

Proceedings and Transactions of Seminar, 1982. In addition to the above, the 

Samiti has brought out and dedicated from time to time special issues of its 

organ, the Journal of the Assam Research Society as 

commemoration/felicitation volume. Mention may be made of the following: 

1) Kanak lal Barua commemoration Volume, JARS, volume.XIII, 

1959. 

2) Hem Chandra Goswami commemoration volume, JARS, 

Volume. XIV, 1960 

3) Kaliram Medhi commemoration volume, JARS, volume. XV, 

1963 

4) Birinch Kumar barua co-mmemoration volume, JARS, volume 

XVI, 1964 
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5) Bani Kanta kakati co-mmemoration volume, JARS, 

volumeXVII, 1966 

6) Uma Kanta Goswami co-mmemoration volume, JARS, 

VolumeXVIII, 1968 

7) Nanda Talukdar co-mmemoration 

volume.xxvii, 1983 

8) Dibakar Goswami co-mmemoration 

Volume.xxviii, 1984-85 

volume, JARS, 

volume, JARS, 

9) Premadhar Choudhury Felicitation volume, JARS, volume.xxxi, 

1989-90. 

Explorations 

In order to collect historical relics and antiquity the Samiti conducted 

explorations from time to time to the sites assumed to be of historical 

importance. However due to paucity of fund attempts were restricted in and 

around greater Guwahati. Individual members were deputed for collection of 

information and visit of sites as and when the information was received. After 

a gap of about five years of its establishment the Samiti's Secretary Chandra 

Nath Sarma with President Hem Chandra Goswami visited Kannachal ruins 59
. 

They observed that the place was then covered with dense jungle. It was 

cleared with the expenses of the samiti. Big chiseled stones and bricks of huge 

dimensions were found. They found a hollowground of about fifteen feet 
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diameter in the cenre of the hill and at a little distance three Shiva Ling am, one 

in a broken state and two in very good state of preservation 60
. 

The members of the Samiti also visited Sarania Hill ruins and found a 

fine cut figure of Ganesh and on all sides of this figure there were numerous 

mystic diagrams of various shapes and sizes. The Samiti also found a place to 

wards the North East of the Sarania Hill at a distance of about three miles from 

Guwahati about a square mile in area which seemed to have been inlaid 

throughout with bricks about three feet deep. The place is surrounded on all 

sides by small hillock and looked like strong natural fort. The Samiti opines 

that the site may be that of Pragjyotishpur of the Mahabharat time. Rai 

Bahadur K.L. Barua contributed a paper titled "Note on some ancient ruin"on 

the journal of the samiti volume ii No.4, Hem Chandra Goswami also 

presented a paper on 1926 titled as "Ancient Town of Pragjyotishpur". The 

Superitendent of the Archaeological Survey of India Eastern Circle, was 

requested to visit these sites on behalf of the Samiti and advice for necessary 

step. But the archaeological Survey of India expressed its inability to undertake 

exploration as they were busy with allotted task and there was no chance to 

conduct excavation at these sites.61 The members of the Samiti also made an 

exploration to Rakhyasini Hill in the middle of the river Brahmaputra near 

Sualkuchi 62
• Further, the members visited North Guwahati in search of 

historical relics. They found many interesting stone cut carvings and 

inscriptions, among them the most interesting of which was a pre Ahom 
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inscription in Sanskrit recording the defeat of Bukhtear Khilji at the hands of 

the kings of Kamata who was then ruling over the tract between Bamadi on the 

East and Karotoya on the West.63 Colonel P.R.T. Gurdon, the Commissioner of 

Assam Valley Districts and Honorary Director of Ethnography also read an 

article which was published on the Samiti's. publication as "A Rock 

Inscription" in which he explained the complete information and the literal 

translation of the inscription. 64 

Library Services 

The library is the hub of an academic institution. The growth of 

educational institutions and the concomitant growth of printed books, gave rise 

to institutional libraries 65
. Keeping in view the need and importance of a 

library, the Samiti started a library at its own building in the year 1918. The 

statement of expenditure 1918-19 showed that rupees ninty six have been 

spend for purchase of books and almirah 66
• However the report of the year 

mentioned about the establishment of a library and purchase of books of 

amount one hundred twenty two rupees. Mr. Lila Ram Das 67 presented an 

Encyclopedia to the Samiti. The Samiti requested the Government of Assam 

for supplying all the monographs and also a regular supply of a copy of the 

Assam Gazette and of the General Administrative Report. In the Budget of 

1919-20, one hundred rupees had been earmarked for purchase of books. The 

Samiti also appealed to the public-spirited gentlemen to donate cash or books 

for the formation of a respectable library, which was of utmost importance for 
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research purpose. The library was open to all members and they could use the 

books according to their requirement. The library rules were framed as per the 

rules for the Asiatic Society Library 68
. Initially, Mr. Mahi Kanta Sarma 

Vyakarantirtha Sastri was appointed as honorary librarian of the Samiti 69 and 

later on Tarini Kanta Sarma was appointed as Clerk cum Librarian on 1939 at a 

salary of Rs. 40/- per month 70
. 

The Samiti, in its library has several transcriptions of valuable 

Manuscripts, Puthis and books. They were made chiefly because the originals 

could not be acquired by the Samiti or because the original manuscripts were 

too delicate and worn out to be handled safely. The following Transcriptions 

made by the Samiti with the efforts of the members are well preserved in the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti library. 

1) Yogini Tantra: Original copies were obtained from the Asiatic 

Society of Bengal. A Pandit was engaged to prepare the correct 

reading 

2) Hara-Gauri-Sambad : Transcribed by Pandit Lakshmi Kanta 

Misra Bhagabati 

3) Assam Buranji: From the earliest times to the reign of gadadhar 

singha obtained by Mr. Hemchandra Goswami from Sukumar 

Mahanta of North Guwahati. Indreswar Barthakur made the 

copy. 
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4) Historical letters selected from Assam Buranjis, representing the 

diplomatic correspondence of the Ahom Kings with the courts of 

Koch Behar, Jaintia, Cachar and Delhi. Mr. Saniram Bora 71 

made the copy. 

5) Hari Vamsa: Muktadhar Sarma made the copy. 72 

6) Rani Raj Vamsavali. 73 The copy was made by Muktadhar 

Sarma. 

7) Assam Buranji from the earliest time to 1526. Gangadhar made 

the copy. 

8) Dr. Wade's History of Assam: Two copies were made; one by 

Benudhar Sarma, and the other one were made from Benudhar 

Sarma's copy by Dibakar Goswami. 

9) Dr. Wade's Geography of Assam: Benudhar Sarma made tbe 

copy. 

IO)History of ancient Kamarupa: Transcribed by Benudhar Sarma 

ll)Patcha- Buranji transcribed by Benudhar Sarma. 

12) Sri Sri Swarganarayan Maharaj Akhyan. 

13)Sri Sri Swarganarayan Maharaj Yudha Charit. 

14)Guru Charitra 

15)Kalki Purana 

16)Kamaratna Tantra 

17)Churamani Tantra 



18) Y ogini Tantrar Pada 

19)Welsh Report on Assam 

20)Bhakti Sar and Mahamoha-Patala 

2l)Kamarupar Buranji 

22)Dr. Buchanan's Report on Commerce of Assam 
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The Samiti also contributed the following prestigious journals for the benefit of 

the members and the researchers. 

I) The Asiatic Researches (Complete Volumes) 

2) Journal of the Indian History 

3) Indian Historical Quarterly 

4) Epigraphic a Indica 

5) Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 

6) Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society, Orissa 

Historical Research Society, Bihar and Orissa Reasearch 

Society, The Mythic Society and the Kannada historical Society 

through exchange programme. 

The library of the Samiti is well maintained with rare and valuable books and 

manuscripts including a few illustrated ones to which students and research 

scholars from different parts of the country have free acess subject to the rules 

framed by the Samiti. There is a well-equipped reading room where 10-15 

readers can avail the facilty. Though there is no appionted of librarian, the 

office assistant appointed for the office provides the service of the library. 
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Only the bonafied members are allowed to borrow books. Casual visitors can 

make use of the reading room service with the permission of the 

Secretary/President without any fees. The library working hours is the same 

with the Samiti's working hours. It remains open on all working days except 

Sundays/ Government Holidays from 10.30 to 4.30 P.M.74 .The total 

collections of the reading materials as per accession register is 2731.75 

Seminars and Lectures 

Though there was constant financial crisis the samiti was able to see its 

Platinum Jubilee celebrated with pomp on 29-31 January 1993, and heading 

towards centenary celebration. During the last eighty-one years of its existence 

the Samiti has made noteworthy achievements in acquiring and disseminating 

knowledge on the history and culture of this part of the country towards the 

fulfilment of its objectives by overcoming considerable unforeseen situation in 

the long course. In the beginning its activities were confined to a limited group 

of interested scholars from this region. But in course of time scholars from 

throughout India as well as abroad participated in various scholarly activities. 

Scholars associated with other regional historical research socities frequently 

made valuable contributions. The seminars and talks became more popular 

after the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee in 1973. It was at the initiative of 

the members of the newly formed Executive Committee in 1971, as well as 

financial supports from the agencies like Indian Council of Historical 

Research, Director of Cultural affairs, Assam, Director of Archaeology and 
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State Museum, Assam, the Samiti organized a number of successful seminars 

and lectures. 

The Diamond Jubilee of the Samiti was celebrated in March 1973. The 

State Government, Director of Public instructions sanctioned a grant of rupees 

five thousand for celebration of the function. 76 To mark this glorious occasion 

a two-day seminar was organized. Dr. D.C. Sirkar an eminent indologist 

conducted the seminar. 77 In the same year Mr. R.M. Berniar 78 delivered 

before a learned gathering under its auspices a talk on the Chusya Bahalin, 

Kathmandu 79
• 

In December, 1975 Dr. B.N.Mukherjee, Carmichael Professor and Head 

of the Department of Ancient Indian History and Culture, Calcutta University 

and Dr. A.N. Lahiri Reader in the same department delivered two talks on 

"Coins of the North Eastern region of India" and "Coins of India with special 

reference to Assam" respectively. In 1977 Dr. D.C. Sirkar, delivered a tallk on 

"Some aspects of history of Assam and its neighbourhood". The Samiti 

arranged a memorial talk on Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna in 1978. Dr. B.N. 

Mukherjee delivered a lecture on "The Bronze of North Eastern Region of 

India in the Medieval Period". In September 2 and 3, 1979 Dr. A.N. Lahiri also 

delivered a talk on that occasion on "Indo Greek Coins" in September 5, 

1979.80 
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On December 13, 1981 Dr. J.N. Phukan of the History department of 

Gauhati University delivered a talk on the "Cultural affinities between Assam 

and some South Beast Asian countries'. Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri delivered a 

talk on "The Concept of Samavaya in Indian Philosophy"on January 19, 

1982.81 

During the period 1978-93 the Samiti organized several seminars on 

topics of historical importance. In September 23 and 24, 1978 a two-day 

seminar on "The Socio-Cultural life in early and medieval periods in North 

Eastern India" was organized with financial assistance from Indiian Council of 

Historical Rsearch, Delhi, to mark the annual conference of the Samiti. 82 The 

seminar was conducted by Dr. V.B. Misra, Head of the Department of History, 

Gauhati University and graced by Dr. Gaurinath Sastri an eminent Sanskrit 

scholar of India and Mr. Benudhar Sarma a prominent octogenarian historian 

from Assam. In September 1979 the Samiti organized a one-day seminar on 

"Paintings in Assam and Royal Patronage". Dr. Biswanarayan Sastri conducted 

the seminar. 83 The seminar was sponsored by Directorate of Cultural Affairs. 84 

On February 21 and 22, 1981, a two day seminar on "Paintings in 

Assam and studies in the original Sources on the History and Culture of North 

Eastern India" was organized with the financial assistance received from the 

Indian Council of Historical Research. 85 The seminar was inaugurated by 

Professor Dibakar Goswami retired Director of Public Instructions, Assam and 

a former Secretary of the Samiti. Mr. Chandradhar Tripathi I.A.S., 
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Commissioner and Secretary to the Government of Assam graced it. Dr. 

Biswanarayan Sastri, President of the Samiti conducted the proceedings of the 

seminar. 

Another two-day seminar on "Studies in the Original sources on the 

History and Culture of North Eastern India" was held on October 29-30, 1983 

with the financial assistance from Indian council of Historical Research. 
86 

Bhaskar Barna, I.A.S. Commissioner and Secretary to the Government of 

Assam, Education Department, inaugurated the seminar and Murari Charan 

Das, President of the Samiti conducted the proceedings. Altogether seventeen 

papers were presented in the Seminar. 87 A two-day National Seminar on 

"Historical Geography of Assam Early and Medieval Period" was held on 

January 19-20, 1987 to mark the occasion of the anniversary being hoisted 

jointly by the Department of Assamese and History, Dibrugarh University. It is 

notable events that for the first time, the anniversary was celebrated at a venue 

outside headquarters of the Samiti. The Government of Assam provided a 

supporting grant of thirty thousand rupees for holding the seminar. 88 In 

September 1989, the Samiti hold its anniversary meeting in the premises of 

Goalpara College 89 A two day seminar on "Studies in the Aspects of History 

and Culture of the Western Region of Assam" was held in collaboration with 

the Goalpara Branch of the Asom Sahitya Sabha. Dr. Jai Prakash Singh of 

North Eastern Hill University, Shillong presided over the seminar. One session 

of the seminar was held at the Suryapahar archaeological site and arrangement 
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was made to conduct a visit of the Momoi archaeological site by the delegates 

and participants. On October 5&6, 1991 a two-day seminar was held to mark 

the occasion of the anniversary meeting of the Samiti. The theme of the 

seminar was "Concept of Sakti and the development of Saktism in Assam 

(Early period up to 1th century)". Dr Satyendra Nath Sarma retired Professor 

of Modem Indian Languages; University of Gauhati conducted the seminar. 

More than twelve scholarly papers on the historical and philosophical aspects 

of saktism were presented and published subsequently. 90 

On occasion of the Platinum Jubilee celebration of the Samiti in January 

29-31, 1993 a National Seminar on "The Role of Regional History on National 

Integration" was held. Scholars from different parts of India participated in the 

seminar and about twenty papers were presented at the seminar. In addition to 

the above, the Samiti collaborated with Directorate of Museums, Government 

of Assam, and took active part in holding various seminars of some of the 

national academic societies in the field of Indology. Mention may be made of 

the following. 91 

xvi Annual conference of the Indian Archaeological society 

xi Annual Conference of Indian Society for Pre-Historic 

and Quaternary studies. 

viii Annual conference of Indian History and Culture 

Society. 
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a) Lxxiv Annual conference of the Numismatic Society of 

India, December 5-7, 1986. 

b) XVI Annual Conference of the Epigraphic Society of 

India, December 8-10, 1987 

On request of the Guwahati Sahitya Sabha, the Samiti organized a special 

seminar on "Studies in the History and Culture of North Eastern India" on 13th 

December 1988 to mark the former's Silver jubilee celebrations. 

Thus the Samiti from its inception has been continuously striving for 

disseminating knowledge on history, heritage and culture of this part of the 

country for fulfilment of its objectives. It could overcome all its shortcomings 

while executing the plans and programs. 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti as a National Institution 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is the oldest living institution in the 

entire North East actively engaged in historical research from its establishment 

in 1912, a scholarly society founded at the initiative of the scholars of Assam 

and Bengal for the study of antiquity of Assam and its adjoining regions. Soon 

after its establishment scholars from all parts of India including the Europeans 

became its patrons and honorary members. They not only became members but 

also made valuable contributions to it. Sirniliarly the members of the Sarniti 

were also associated with other regional research societies of India and 

exchanged their views and publications. The Sarniti patronized the foundation 

of Assam Provincial Museum with its antiquity in 1940. The Museum became 
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subsequently transformed in to Assam State Museum in 1953 and thus became 

an institution of national importance. It is a matter of happiness that the 

museum is now growing and expanding its activities to occupy a place of 

honour as one of the cultural heritages of the region. 

The dictionary 92defines the meaning of the term 'national' as having to 

do with a nation/owned or supported by the state. Institution means an 

important organiszation or public body 93
. After combining the meaning of 

these two terms it appears that it is an important organization or public body 

owned or supported by the state. Based on this statement one can assume that 

the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti fulfils the above criteria. The Samiti was 

formed with the public support and later on patronized by the Government. 

The Government of Assam allotted land for construction of its building and 

provided a recurring grant. 94 It is a fact that from ancient times Assam had 

contact with rest of India. However, politically she was aloof till the beginning 

of the British rule. Therefore the importance of the history of Assam was not 

felt and due importance was not given in the Indian history. 

The other parts of the country insufficiently knew the history of Assam. 

This ignorance has persisted since olden time. European merchant trading with 

Assam in the eighteenth century regretted that they knew very little about 

Assam as about the interior parts of China 95 Truly speaking the History of 

Assam is not fully explored. There are abandoned source materials. But there 

was the lack of initiative, organization and patronage. Research work is not 
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only laborious and time consuming but too expensive. Without the sound 

financial support from the government it is not possible to undertake such 

activities in the beginning of the twentieth century. A team of enthusiastic 

scholars with the active cooperation of the then colonial government 

established the Samiti with an object to carry out researches in the areas 

formerly included in the Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa. It was a time when the rate of 

literacy of the state was very low and most of the ambitious scholars had to 

undertake their study in the neighbouring Bengal that was having all the 

facilities of modem education. The national consciousness of the people of 

Assam was at first limited to the boundaries of the province, till the beginning 

of the British rule. Assam was politically independent of the rest of India. 

British rule established Assam's political identity with the rest of India and 

made it possible for Assamese nationalism to merge itself in Indian 

nationalism mainly through the Indian National Congress. 96 

Through the efforts of the members of the Samiti information about the 

ancient Assam was unearthed and through various publications of the Samiti 

the people from other parts of India could gather knowledge about Assam. By 

the end of nineteenth century a copper plate was discovered at Banaras, which 

was later identified as the copper plate of V aidyadeva of Kamarupa. Arthur 

V anis published the text of the plate in Epigraphica Indica 97
• There are 

enough references found in the contemporary inscriptions of the neighbouring 

area about Kamarupa. Mention may be made of Allahabad Stone Pillar 
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Inscription 98
• The copperplate inscription of Narayandeva, found at Bhagalpur 

refers to a king of Pragjyotisa whose name is not mentioned. 99 In a writ from 

Silimpur, one Jayapala is mentioned as the king of Kamarupa .100 

The two epics 101 also refer to the sacred land of Kamarupa.The works 

of Kalidasa and Banabhatta have described Kamarupa and Pragjyotisa. The list 

of the kings of Kamarupa as given in the seventh chapter of the Harshacharita 

is almost the same as that given in the different inscriptions of the kings of 

Pragjyotisa with the following variations only- Mahabhutavarma is given as 

Bhutivarma, Sthitavarma as Sthitivarma, Susthitavarma as Sustiravarma. 102 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was able to draw the attention of the 

Indian Historians that people of Assam were inheritors of great achievements 

in the political as well as in the cultural and spiritual field. The knowledge of 

these achievements was practically confined to the four corners of the state. 

The reawakening or regeneration brought a sense of national conciousness and 

more people became interested in the cultural stock taking of our country and 

in assessing the values of our heritage as equipment for future. 103 

The above references reveal that Assam has a glorious past. Its history 

was not developed in isolation. But the scholars of other parts of India were not 

interested to go for indepth studies; rather they neglected the history of the 

province. Therefore hardly there is any information about Assam in the earlier 

history of India.The fact that even the illustrious king Bhaskarvarman of 

Assam finds no mention in Romila Thapar's 'History of India' give eredences 
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to the historians contention that there exists a distorttion in Indian 

historiography in so far Assam is concerned, Bhaskarvarman had not only 

succeded in enhancing the power and prestige of Kamarupa by gaining the 

alliance of Harshavardhana and carrying his arms in to Bengal, but had also 

figured prominently in Hiuen-Tsang's accounts. 104 There is a feeling that the 

studies of history of a small province like Assam is not so valuable as that of 

bigger state. But the necessity of provincial history is well acknowledged by 

the national historian, as it is incomplete without sufficient details if not filled 

. . . 
up m regwn wise. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was able to draw the serious 

attention and engagement of eminent scholars in the history of Assam to 

reconstruct the national history. The critical and most complete account of 

early Kamarup, based on it, is on the available sources of information, was a 

distinct contribution to the History of India. The contributions of the members 

like Kanak Lal Barna, Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Nagendra Nath Vasu, 

Mukunda Madhava Sarma, Sir Edward Gait and others will be remembered by 

all students of Indian History. To quote Professor Basham: 

"From about the beginning of the Christian era, and indeed from much 

earlier date if we are to believe tradition, the land of Kamarupa, the 

valley of Brahmaputra river around Gaubati, was the easternmost 

outpost of hindu culture maintaining a vigorous and independent 

political and social life and resisting attacks both from Bengal on the 
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west and wilder non Aryan tribesmen of the hills to the North, South 

and East. At least once under the great king Bhaskarvarman, Kamarupa 

became a decisive factor in the politics of India as a whole." 105 

It is worthwhile to mention that the materials for the construction of the history 

of ancient Assam i.e, Pragjyotisa or Kamarupa are more confusing and 

scattered than scanty. 106 However, attempt is being made to present a historical 

account of the comparatively obscene period through shifting of materials 

provided by the manuscripts discovered at different places and time. The 

history of North East India had been provided to the outside world initially 

through the writings of the British administrators. Monographs were written 

wherever they were posted. For a long time they had remained an important 

source of information about the people residing this part of the country. Many 

of the rhymes, proverbs, songs and talk of the people of this region have 

survived because of the effort and contributions put forward by these British 

administrators. 107 But these were not written for the academic purpose rather it 

was their routine report and the needs of the colonial government to know the 

background of the region. Some of the reports are prepared with the help of the 

local pundits who were also not very accurate on their knowledge. Thus it 

needs a thorough scrutiny to reestablish the accuracy of the facts. The Samiti 

was devoted to the dissemination of the knowledge of Assam's history to 

various parts of India and would be able to remove isolation so far existing. 

The epigraphic records and its interpretations would throw some new light on 
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the history of ancient Assam and would, it is believed; topple some of the 

accepted facts of the Indian History. These materials already interpreated as 

well as reviewed by scholars of eminence would show the pre eminence which 

Kamarupa attained in the history and geographical map of Assam. The 

interpreation of the members of the Samiti viz. Mahamahopadhyaya 

Dhireswaracharyya, Hem Chandra Goswami, Pandit Kamalakanta, Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya, Kakak Lal Barua etc. were reviewed and necessary suggestions 

were put forward by eminent epigraphists like K. V. Subrahmanya (The 

Government epigraphists) Dr. Homle, K.N. Dikshit and Dr. D.C. Sirkar. All 

the reports and reviews were published in the Epigraphica Indica for wider 

information. This continuous refreshing of the historical interpretation has 

given a new life of the history of ancient Assam. Sir Jadunath Sarkar very 

correctly stated, "Continual supervision is the law of research". 108 The Sarniti 

provided an opportunity to the historians of Assam to gear up themselves to 

prepare national history and make feel proud of their past, and for the rest of 

India to feel proud of Assam. By doing so there would be increase cooperation, 

fellow feelings and strong national integration, which is the need of the hour. 

While Indian historians speak of the Indus Valley Civilization and the Ganges 

Valley Civilization they never speak about Assam's Brahmaputra Valley 

civilization. It would be the prime effort of the Sarniti to fill up the gap with 

new information based on the primary sources. Why the voice of the 

professional historian is not more assertive about the ancient history of Assam 
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is the fact that a lot of primary sources are yet to recover. Very few people 

have a sound knowledge to Paleography. The mission of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti was to recover the sources and put forward to the 

prospective researchers for making a comprehensive history of ancient Assam. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti by its nature is a regional historical 

research society. But it may be justified to call it a national institution on the 

basis of its activity and the area of research. The area of study was not only 

confined within Assam. It made a massive study on the contemporary histories 

of India. By doing so it was able to overthrow some of the accepted facts of 

Indian history. Its membership is open to any individual who is interested for 

study and research in history. The journal of the samiti is published in English 

that enable every Indian to make use of it and contribute. The Government of 

India also provides time-to-time grant to the Samiti for carrying out its 

projects. The Samiti is also the associate member of the National organizations 

devoted to historical research like Indian History Congress, Archaeological 

Society of India, Numismatics Society of India. Indian Art History Congress, 

and National Museum etc. 

Sanliti as a Pioneer Acadenlic institution. 

The English education and its impact bring home the western ideas slowly to 

the every aspect of Assamese life. The impact of the West was felt first in 

Bengal, more correctly speaking in Calcutta, and its ripples before long flowed 

in to the adjoining areas. 
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The scholars and intellectuals of Assam and Bengal felt the need of 

establishing a scholarly society to carry out researches in the territory earlier 

known as Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa. Till that time, no detailed studies had been 

carried out though there were enough sources. The British administrators have 

recovered valuable sources and published those through the Journal of the 

Asiatic Society of Bengal and Archaeological Survey of India. Assamese 

scholars cum epigraphists namely Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharyya, 

Pandit Kamalakanta, Hem Chandra Goswami, Padmanath Bhattacharyya had 

already set examples by their untiring effort. The foundation of Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti in 1912 was a real need of the time as felt by those 

enlightened scholars to accelerate the process in an organized manner. 

It is mentioned in the foregoing chapter that till the beginning of the 

twentieth century there was only one institution of higher education in the 

Brahmaputra Valley. The academic scenario of the state can be well 

understood. The study of archaeology, antiquity and history were yet to be 

popularized. 109 Padmanath Bhattacharyya, a teacher of Sanskrit taught history 

in Cotton College in absence of a teacher in History. Till the year 1907-08 not 

a single student opted history. But the public representation from Guwahati and 

Jorhat demanded for affiliation of the subject history and constant demand 

compelled the Government to appoint B.C. Sengupta as Professor of History in 

1909. IIO The importance and necessity of study of the History of Assam was 

felt not only by the British administrators but by the people of Assam who had 
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a refined taste of history than any other nations in India. The rich store of 

history possessed by the Assamese testifies what great value they put upon 

history. It is a fact that from the pre-colonial period a tradition of history 

writing was on in Assam and it was under the care and patronage of the Ahom 

Royal Court. Surya Kumar Bhuyan had mentioned that Sukhapha after 

entering Assam moved about in many places and conquered the villages under 

the control of the Nagas and other tribals. Those who were defeated in battle 

were killed mercilessly. Sukhapha reached Khamjang after crossing a river 

where he counted his followers and found that six were dead and seven were 

missing. Then ordered king Sukhapha, -"The pundits should write down all 

particulars, whenever an incident takes place when a person dies, and when we 

acquire new followers". 111 Suniti Kumar Chatterjee also remarked -"They had 

a sense of actualities- the historical sense: and they gave to Assam a unique 

thing in Indian literature- systematic chronicles of a country or a dynasty or an 

episode, in a series of history books written in Ahom, and in Assamese on the 

model of Ahom". 112 Truly speaking Cotton College laid the foundation of 

studying the subject history but no considerable progress was expected since 

students were devoted only to the classroom work. Under this circumstances 

scholars who became more interested to enquire into the antiquity and carry 

out researches in the history of ancient Assam proposed to set up a research 

institute and accordingly the Samiti was established in 1912. 
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The Samiti did not undertake normal academic work as it was primarily 

meant for carrying out research as per its object. Through research it aimed to 

reinterpreate the earlier generalizations and to establish a missing link. 

Research is a part of academic activity, which aims at finding out the truth. The 

Samiti, while carrying out researches on the antiquity and archaeology of 

ancient Assam realized the importance of the manuscripts, which formed a 

reliable source for the reconstruction of the early history of Assam. Realizing 

the importance, the then Chief Commissioner of Assam Sir Archdale Earle 

deputed Mr. Hem Chandra Goswami on special duty for six months from 

October 1912. Colonel Gurdon undertook to supervise the work of collecting 

the Puthis in his capacity as honorary Provincial Director of Ethnography. The 

Puthis collected were first kept in Guwahati in the office of the Commissioner 

of Assam Valley Districts and subsequently handed over to the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti for preservation till the establishment of a Provincial 

Museum at Gauhati. 113 Here one may observe a slight difference: to say in 

other province/region the literary society develops. the idea of establishing 

Historical Research Society, whereas in Assam a definite shape of promotion 

for literary activities was undertaken at the initiative of a historical research 

society, i.e. the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti.Prior to the establishment of the 

Assam Sahitya Sabha 114 there was continuous attempt to form a literary 

society for Assam starting with the formation of Asomiya Bhasa Unnati 

Sadhini Sabha ( Established on 25th August, 1888 at 67 Mirzapur street, 
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Calcutta). 115 Padmanath Bhattacharyya also proposed to form Asom Sahitya 

Sanmelan for sending delegates to Bangiya Sahitya Sanmelan in 1915. After 

much deliberation the concrete shape of a literary organization for Assam came 

in to being in the name of Asam Sahitya Sabha in 1917. The initiative of the 

members of the Samiti for publication and research of Assamese literature was 

reflected in the foundation of Asam Sahitya Sabha.The first Executive 

committee of the Asam Sahitya Sabha was formed with the following members 

where majority of them were already engaged as members of the Kamarnpa 

Anusandhan Samiti. 116 

Secretary: Sarat Chandra Goswami 

Assistant Secretary: Debeswar Sarma 

Members ( Dibrugarh): Nilamani Phukan 

Mafizuddin Ahmad Hazarika 

Sibsagar : Gunjanan Barna 

Lakhi Kanta Barna 

Siddheswar Gohain 

Indreswar Barthakur 

Jorhat 

Kali Ram Dutta 

Pumananda Sarma Pathak 

Debeswar Chetia 

Khairuddin ahmad 

Chandra Dhar Barna 
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Sita Nath Borbora 

Kamala Kanta Barna 

Durgeswar Sarma 

Kirti Nath Bardoloi 

Guwahati Satya Nath Bora 

Chandra Nath Sarma 

Singhadutta Dev Adhikari 

Azizur Rehman 

Kamalakanta Das 

Safiyur Rehman 

Harekrishna Das 

Ambika Giri Roy Choudhury 

Nalbari Taranath Chakraborty ( Kavya vinod) 

Pratap Chandra Goswami 

Barpeta Girish Chandra Roy Choudhury 

Modal Ram Das 

Now gong Ratneswar Barkakati 

Moslehuddin Ahmad 

Darrong Mahadev Sarma 

Raj ani Kanta Barna 

Goal para Amrit Bhusan Adhikari 

Pitambar Choudhury 



Mangaldoi Ramani Kanta Barna 

North Lakhimpur Rohit Dutta 

Dambarudhar Gogoi 

Calcutta Lohit Chandra Nayak 

Langhanath Bezbarna 
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Members of the Samiti occupied prestigious position of the President 

and Secretary of the Asam Sahitya Sabha. Mention may be made of the 

Presidents: Chandra Dhar Barna, Sahitya Ratna (Goalpara Session, 1918) 

Kaliram Medhi ( Barpeta session, 1919) Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami ( 

Tezpur Session, 1920) Kanak Lal Barna ( Dibrugarh Session, 1924) Nagendra 

Narayan Choudhury ( Sibsagar Session, 1931) Jnanabhiram Barna( North 

Lakhimpur Session, 1933) Ananda Chandra Agarwala ( Mangaldoi Session, 

1934) Nilamani Phukan ( Sibsagar 1944, Dibrugarh 1947) Dr. Surya Kumar 

Bhuyan( Shillong, 1953) Jnananath Bora ( Tezpur, 1968) Dr. Maheswar Neog ( 

Mangaldoi, 1974) 

The following members held the position of the Secretary: Sarat 

Chandra Goswami ( Sibsagar, 1917-18), Satyanath Bora ( Barpeta 1919-20) 

Sarat Chandra Goswami ( From 1920-1927, continuously for six years), 

Chandra Dhar Barua ( Mangaldoi, 1934-36), Dr. Maheswar Neog ( Nazira 

1963-65). Under the constant pressure of Asam Sahitya Sabha for publication 

of all important books from 1826-1947 a publication department was 

established named as Asam Prakasan Parisad( Publication Board, Assam). Dr 
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Surya Kumar Bhuyan's effort and initiative of Bimala Prasad Chaliha, (the 

former chief minister of Assam during 1957-58) in this regard are well 

recognized by the people of Assam. Dr. Biswa Narayan Sastri was its first 

secretary. 117 Thus the initiative and patronization of the Samiti initiate to 

established another national institution in Assam. 

Realizing the importance of the publication of the chronicles, that have 

already been collected became a laborious task. It requires long practice, 

discretion and judgement, which can be attained only by close and intimate 

knowledge of the minutes of Assam History.More over it requires a sound 

financial and organizational support. The Ethnography department established 

by the colonial government in 1894 necessitated the establishment of a 

government department for the fulfilment of pre historical studies. Under the 

various schemes this department also sent facsimiles of the recovered copper 

plate of Assam for interpretation by the eminent epigraphists and the text was 

published through the Asiatic Society and Archaeological Survey of India. To 

strengthen the pre-historical studies for the Ethnography Department it was 

necessary for a department under the government control who will work on the 

publication of manuscripts and collection of materials of historical nature. 

Though ethnography is related to anthropological work during those days, 

anthropological studies did not gain importance and hence Ethnography 

department also carried out task of a historical nature. The absence of facilities 

for historical reearch in Assam as contrasted with well organized research 
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institute existing in other provinces under the auspices of government or under 

universities realized by the then D.P.I. Mr. J.R. Cunningham. He moved the 

local Government in January 1928 for establishing a Department of Historical 

and Antiquarian Studies to be maintained with a regular allotment from 

provincial revenues. As a result the government of Assam established the 

Department of Historical and antiquarian Studies in June 1928. 118 The 

department was mainly engaged with the publication and preservation of 

manuscripts. The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti provided the newly created 

department with the following manuscripts for publication and preservation. 119 

1) Assam Buranji: Folio 119. Written in Assamese, a history 

of Assam from the reign of Swarganarayan to Gadadhar 

Singh a 

( K.A.S. 67) 

2) Bar-Amra or Ahom Dictionary: Folio 40,14 folios of the 

manuscripts are missing. A dictionary of Ahom language 

containing Ahom words with their Assamese equivalents 

(K.A.S. 25) 

3) Hastamuktavali: Folio 100, written in Assamese. Deals 

with the manipulation of figures and hands to depict 

diverse phases of the mind and feelings and rhythmic 

movements of the body adopted in the Indian Art of 

dancing (K.A.S. 17) 
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4) Assam Buranji: 63 folios, written m Assamese. An 

account of Assam from the relgn Gargaya Raja to 

Pramatta Singha. (K.A.S. 6) 

5) Lalit Buranji: Folio 349 written m Ahom character, 

photographic copy prepared by the Government of Assam. 

Containing an account of Khuklung and Khunlai' s descent 

from heaven to the end of Ahom rule. 

Besides the manuscripts the department is also allowed to borrow the 

following transcripts from the Samiti for publication and preservation. 

1) Kamratna Tantra: Transcript prepared by Hemchandra 

Goswami published by the Government of Assam 

2) Anka Sastra: Transcript Prepared by Hem Chandra 

goswami, an Assamese metrical treatise on Arithmatic. 

3) Rajvamsavali: A metrical history of the decendants of 

Biswa Singha by Rati kanta dwija. Transcript prepared by 

late Hem Chandra Goswami. Transcript No. 70, 71 ,and 

72 bound in volume. 

4) Assam Buranji: From the transformation of India up to 

the reign of Dihingia Raja. 

5) Assam Buranji: Dealing with Ram Singha's war in 

Assam. Nos 73 and 74 bound in one volume which were 

contained in Gurucharitra. 
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6) An Account of Assam by J.P.Wade 1800 in two volumes, 

and a third volume, which contains the entire book. 

7) A Miscellaneous Chronicle: Dealing with the legendary 

kings of Kamarupa,Ahom kings and Chieftains of lowe 

Assam, respective distances of old outposts. Kings of 

Delhi. The later positions have been transcribed by . ··<~ : 
Benudhar Sarma from India office Library, Manuscripts 

No.2 and 28 

8) Hari Vamsavali: Transcript of an original Puthi dealing 

with Assamese sexology prepared under the orders of 

Yuvaraj Charu Singh and his consort Pramada Sundari. 120 

The contribution of the Samiti to help in growing a Government 

institution is an appreciable achievement. It is therefore right to say that 

besides collection, preservation and publication of materials, manuscripts, and 

inscriptions from its inceptions the Samiti stimulated in depth studies on 

history, archaeology and ethnological subjects of North East India and 

prepared the ground for establishment of allied institutions. 

The Samiti collected a good number of antiquities and for its exhibition 

of the same the necessisity for construction of a Museum at Guwahati was 

justified in all respect. But it was impracticable to have the Museum 

established by its own effort in view of its inadequate fund position and other 

limitations. On constant appeal from the Samiti, the Government informed that 
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the Museum would be established at Guwahati at the present location at a 

future date. 121 This gave an inspiration to the Samiti and it continued its effort. 

The objects thus collected were deposited in the western room of the Samiti's 

house completed by the year 1917. It was formally inaugurated by Colonel 

Gurdon on 19th November 1917, the then Commissioner of Assam Valley 

Districts . While opening the house he addressd the august gathering as: 

"It is a great pleasure to me, and I consider it a great honour too, to 

come here today, and at the request of the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti open this temporary building which will form, it is hoped, the 

nucleus of the Museum which it is proposed to establish in 

Guwahati". 122 

Thus the foundation of the Museum run by the Samiti enrolled with the 

Museum Association, London as an institution museum. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, 

who was in London in 1937, represented the Museum of the Samiti in the 

conference of the Museum Association held at New Castle-upon Tyre. 123 

During the presidentship of Rai Bahadur K.L. Barua, who happened to 

be the guiding spirit of the Samiti for about twelve years, the establishment of 

the proposed Museum got a new life. He took up the task as the mission of his 

life. On behalf of the Committee he collected money. The Museum movement 

made a significant step forward when the Samiti boldly took the decision of to 

appoint a Curator and to start the construction of the Museum building. 
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The Government of Assam wanted that the management of the 

Museum be placed under the honorary provincial Director of Ethnography, 

leaving the post of Curator of the Museum under the control of the Samiti. The 

Samiti rejected the proposal and demanded that the Museum should be purely a 

government institution, but its management should be left with the Board of 

Trustee. The Government finally agreed to place the management of the 

proposed Assam Provincial Museum under the control of the Board of Trustee. 

In this Board three members were to be nominated by the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti. On 301
h July, 1939 as per the recommendation of the · 

General body meeting the Executive committee handed over all articles 

preserved in the Samiti's Museum, except the library books, the manuscripts 

collected and transcribed copies of manuscripts. 

Thus the present Assam State Museum (Taken over as Government 

Museum on 1st march 1953) formerly the Assam Provincial Museum 

(Ceremonially opened on 21st April, 19"40) is the result of the untiring efforts 

by a band of selfless workers of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. In 1961 the 

Government established the Department of Archaeology and put it under the 

charge of the curator. In 1966 the two departments were amalgamated and 

converted to a composite department. Therefore it may be right to say that the 

Assam state Museum is the offspring of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 

' 
Want of a separate university for the province of Assam was an 

essential consideration and its early establishment one of its first requirements. 
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It is not only a popular demand for its early establishment rather the 

Government themselves have admitted and recognized its necessity. 
124 

A 

movement was set on foot for the establishment of a university in Assam with 

a view not only to meeting the cultural needs of the people living in Assam 

Valley and hill districts but also to organize studies and researches in subjects 

which the particular conditions of the province particularly offer. 125 In the state 

of Assam the first full fledged college came at the dawn of the twentieth 

century. The state had no university of its own and the study of the provincial 

history did extend last two classes of the high school. The teachers in the 

constituents college of the Calcutta University left him very little leisure for 

research and investigation. 126 

The Indian University Act 1904 (Introduced by Lord Curzon in 1904) 

was to provide facilities for research and for the advancement and 

dissemination of knowledge. 127 The Government provided funds to the 

universities for research activities which are to be utilized by the research 

workers. But Assam was not fortunate enough to have a separate university till 

1948. 

It was the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti which mooted the idea 

to move and worked hard for the establishment of a university for Assam at 

Guwahati The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti in a resolution dated 24th May 

1941, while supporting the aims and objects of the Assam Universiity Bill 

expressed its opinion in an unambiguous language that the aims of the 
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proposed university would be frustrated if the university was not located at 

Gauhati. Further the Samiti asserted that out of twelve members to be elected 

by the constituents of the registered graduates 128
, there be five bonafide 

Assamese graduates and Principals of all the First grade Colleges 129 and the 

President of the Assam Sanskrit Board also be made Ex-officio member. Thus 

the Samiti desired to keep a close contact of these institutions with the newly 

formed University. 

Museum, library and university are the three important institutional 

sources of knowledge. 130 After the establishment of the University of Gauhati; 

Anthropology was introduced in the curriculam. Madhab Chandra Goswami, 

the head of the department took a keen interest in the subject and discovered 

innumerable prehistoric cultural relics from almost all parts of Northeast India. 

The major part of his collection came from Garo hill. A new branch of 

Anthropology, which is known as prehistoric Archaeology, was introduced in 

the university since 1960. The Anthropological Museum of Gauhati University 

established in 1948 exhibits a strong cultural heritage of the region. 

Taking in to consideration of the above activities and efforts of the 

Samiti it may be justified to say that the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is the 

pioneer academic institution of the North Eastern Region which inspired to 

grow allied institutions for the development of history heritage literature and 

culture of the region, to establish its identity as a prestigious region of India. 

Under the same inspiration at a later stage when Assam was fragmented to six 
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other separate states due to state reorganization policy the newly created states 

also followed the same principle of establishing Historical Research Society to 

go indepth study of their locality which was left untouched by the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti for various reason beyond its control. 
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The Manifest destiny- the Samiti under strain 



CHAPTER VI 

THE MANIFEST DESTINY-THE SAMITI UNDER STRAIN 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samitil Assam Research Society is now all set 

for its centenary celebration in a splendid manner. During this long period it has 

passed through considerable odds. Like any voluntary efforts, the Samiti did the 

tasks it had set for itself, sometimes exceedingly well, some times in a workman 

like, perhaps even a pedestrian manner. It is the first institution of such kind in 

North East India. Under its influence and initiative similar nature of institutions 

have grown up in later period. These institutions are well looked after by the 

government and the public, but the Samiti' s activities confine, and a limited 

people know even its existence at the gateway of North East. The institution that 

paved the way for organized historical research and earned fair reputation in those 

days and the colonial government came forward to patronize it with government 
• 

grant is now surviving at its own fate. The samiti is facing hardship to carryout its 

activities as per its objects. Nor was it able to show some extra importance at the 

present socio cultural aspects. The institution has grown old not only by its age but 

its ideas are also found to be obsolete seeing the involvement of the public. 

To make a thorough analysis of the available information about its 

formation, development, activities and achievements, some factors are identified 
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which are responsible for its declining condition enumerated in the following 

paragraphs. 

The initiative for founding such a research organization, with its focus on 

the sacred history and geography of the land Kamarupa was taken in the course of 

deliberation of an older and corresponding research organization, the Uttar Banga 

Sahitya Sanmelan. The idea of establishing an antiquarian society comprising the 

geographical territory of ancient Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa was conceived by 

Professor Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod, a Sanskrit scholar and 

researcher on the history and culture of Assam at a time when the Swadeshi 

movement was creating ripples in the province of Assam as well. 1 The Samiti had 

twelve founding members, almost all of them involved in matters of study and 

research. But all of them were not professionally engaged in study, teaching and 

research. Most of them were high caste Hindus and from the professional class 

teachers from traditional Sanskrit Tols, members of the bureaucracy and so on. It 

was purely the result of the private initiative with membership on a nominal 

subscription. It received official patronage and initially a grant of two hundred 

fifty rupees was received on 18th December 1915 2
. From the following year the 

Government of Assam granted an annual recurring grant of rupees one thousand. 

Babu Sasadhar Ray, the president of the session at Kamakhya, made the first 

donation to the Samiti and Babu Annada Prasad Sen donate later on. Interestingly 

one does not find any donation or patronization of the Assamese gentlemen who 

were present there. The activities of the Samiti were dependent on the financial 
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grant received from the government and the meagre amount collected through 

membership subscription. There was no initiative from any personage who came 

forward to bear the financial burden of the Samiti. Nor was there any one who can 

guide the affairs of the Samiti with confidence. This drawback has been rightly 

mentioned by the Secretary of the Samiti in the prospectus published in 1914. 3 He 

knew that Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray and Promada Nath Roy, king of Dighapatia 

patronized the V arendra Anusandhan Samiti by donating Rs. 62,545/- and two 

acres of land respectively. Akshay Kumar Maitreya was the Director, who guided 

all affairs of the Samiti 4
• Therefore though the nature of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti was similar to other research bodies it's mode of working had 

to differ considering its deficiencies. Thus it marked lack of patronization in 

matters of money and men to guide the Samiti's affairs. It may be mentioned that 

there was an expectation among the founders that the Samiti may be looked after 

well like the Varendra Research Society established at Rajshahi on 1910. 

~~: ~Ytftbrttlnately in Assam there was want of a class of landed aristocracy. It was 
.._ . . . 

therefore necessary to seek for patronage of the high placed personages and to 

appoint as honorary members who had distinguished themselves in the field of 

research. Considering the limitation in the financial and organizational matter the 

Samiti was not in a position to undertake any independent plan, however it 

provided support to the honorary members and individual members to carryout 

researches and approached government for necessary help. 



445 

From the initial stage, the Samiti's activities were confined in and around 

greater Guwahati and mostly within the Guwahati city itself. Kamrup district, as 

might be expected from its comprising the ancient religious capital of Gauhati, had 

a larger number of Hindu population of higher caste than any other district of 

Assam. More than one half of the total numbers both of Brahmins and of Kalitas 

in the entire province are to be found in this single district 5
. The literacy rates of 

these castes were higher than other castes. As a result, initially more people from 

this district enrolled themselves as members. However, it could not attract the 

attention of the people of other districts. There was very low public interest that 

could be noticed from the enrolment of membership records. 6 The numbers of 

members residing at Guwahati were fifty-five, it was the highest representation 

compared to the other districts. The members were either government servants, 

advocate, teacher and panda of Kamakhya temple. Their interest in the field of 

historical research was unpredictable as few members only contributed towards 

research activities. Similarly the distant members whose names were recorded in 

the membership record 7 also belonged to the similar categories. It may raise a 

question whether the membership was spontaneous or there were any government 

directives to enroll as members. The report of the year 1916-17 further reveals that 

out of eighty-five members many of them did not pay their subscription for 1916-

17 and subject to the provision of Rule 7 8.the number of members dwindled to 

thirty-six. Perhaps that who did not find any interest or which was not at all their 

business might have skipped off. 
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The Samiti was not able to bring out any independent research work 

through publications except some papers read in its anniversary meeting where 

limited members were present. At the initiative of Chandra Nath Sarma the 

founder Secretary of the Samiti the first research publication was published in 

1920 with six articles written by reputed scholars in Assamese, Bengali and 

English 9
. For five years from its establishment ( 1912-17) the Samiti was 

functioning from its temporary office at Kamakhyadham 10.0n allotment of a piece 

of land for construction of the proposed Museum by the Government and with the 

permission of the Government the Samiti constructed its own house in 191 i 1 and 

shifted to its permanent as well as present location. 

The First World War (1914-1919) imposed a severe financial burden on 

Assam. The economic consequences had been felt gradually after 1915-16 when 

stringency in public expenditure had to be resorted to in response to the imperial 

order 11
• Large amount was spent in urgent needs like relief works. The rise of 

prices of essential commodities affected the rich as well as poor. As a result of 

financial stringency the annual grant of Samiti was reduced to six hundred rupees, 

which had a direct effect on the progress of the Samiti. 

It is pertinent to mention that till 1897 there was not a single person in 

Assam with Post Graduate qualification 12.There was no institution of higher 

education in Assam. From the time of establishment of British rule, Assam was 

beginning to keep pace with other provinces of India in educational and literary 

activity. Calcutta was the place to which Assamese students would resort in good 
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numbers, particularly from the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century when the 

University of Calcutta became the premier seat of Western education in Eastern 

India. Thus the process of modernizing Assam in thought and culture began. In 

course of time Guwahati and Jorhat and some other towns of the province also 

became center of intellectual development 13 The Assamese who went to Calcutta 

for higher study came in contact with Bengal renaissance directly and indirectly 

and influenced by European education and culture. The outstanding figures were 

Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, Gunabhiram Barua and Hemchandra Barua 14
• Most 

of the Assamese members of the Samiti were also associated with the Assam 

Association 15and Assam Sahitya Sabha 16in different capacities. The Assam 

Association patronized by Manik Chandra Barua as Secretary and Prabhat 

Chandra Barua as President held its annual conference in 1920 at Tezpur. An 

important decision was taken on this sitting to merge the association with the 

Indian National Congress and a resolution was adapted to effect in the Nagpur 

Session of the Indian national Congress. As a result majority of the members of 

the Assam association cut off themselves from their original interest and took part 

in the non-cooperation movement to join hand with Mahatma Gandhi. The general 

environment of Assall_l changed to political environment of non cooperation 

movement and a considerable number of the members of the Samiti especially the 

advocates and the other non government members including teachers from 

government and government aided schools and colleges resigned from their 

services in response to Gandhiji's call 17 According to the official report threat 



448 

insult and social boycott were frequently resorted to by the supporters of the 

movement against those who were still in government service 18 .The Congress 

laid down some stages in the progressive scheme of non cooperation in which 

surrender of titles and honorary offices and resignation from local bodies, refusal 

to attend Government meetings, Durbar(an assembly) and other official and semi 

official functions held by the Government 19 .Under the circumstances the position 

of government servant was most uncomfortable. Under the directives of the Indian 

National Congress 20Assam Provincial Congress committee was preparing the 

ground for a mass civil disobedience. The people of Assam came forward to face 

all sorts of hardships and indignities with calm fortitude and inflicting devotion to 

attain Swaraj. 21
• On the other hand to dissuade the people from participating in 

the movement the Government adopted a number of other measures such as 

holding of counter propaganda meeting, publication of pamphlet and enforcement 

of prohibitory orders where necessary. To carry out counter propaganda measures 

anti Non-Cooperation committees like the Aman Sabha 22 were organized where 

government officials, pensioners, pleader were asked to organize meetings at 

different places and to address the public against the non cooperation and its evil 

effects. Two prominent members of the Samiti 23 took part in it. An anti- non 

cooperation meeting was held in the Curzon Hall at Gauhati on 51
h January, 1922 

under the Presidentship of the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup where Rai 

Bahadur Kalicharan Sen, a civilian made a scathing attack on the Non 

Cooperation Movement 24
• At the initiative of a number of local government 
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officials another counter propaganda meeting was organized on lOth January, 1922 

at Kamalpur 25 which was presided over by the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup 

and where Hem Chandra Goswami a government servant narrated the evil effects 

of non cooperation 26
• They were marked as anti non-cooperation staff and 

Government of Assam paid remuneration for that. Interestingly Hemchandra 

Goswami and Kalicharan Sen were the then President and Secretary of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. On the other hand nationalist and patriotic minded 

members of the Samiti, who took part in the non-cooperation movement, were 

arrested and imprisoned 27
• The arrest of the veteran congress leader throughout 

Assam has created hatred towards the British administration in Assam. The 

movement had a far-reaching effect on the progress of the Samiti. The non

cooperation movement was suspended in 1922 as per the decision of the Assam 

Pradesh Congress Committee and it was a considerable period for the Samiti to 

march ahead. After retirement from Government service in 1926, Hemchandra 

Goswami could pay HIDre attention 'towards development of the ~dHiiir 28 and 

meanwhile Surya Kumar Bhuyan of Cotton College Guwahati, a true lover and 

researcher of history was elected as Secretary of the Samiti. At the initiative of 

Surya Kumar Bhuyan, the Samiti got a new life. He chalked out various 

programme to make public aware about the need and importance of the institution. 

To bring home about the working of the samiti he published the Report and 

conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti in the year 1927 covering the 

retrospective activities of the samiti from its inception. 29The purpose was to 
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generate public interest so that public would come forward with material help as 

there was an urgent need of the men and money to continue the functions of the 

Samiti. However it seemed that Professor Bhuyan was not very satisfied with the 

working of the Samiti as its main activities were collection and preservation of 

antiquities, which needed trained manpower and sufficient monetary support. But 

the Samiti lacked on both aspects, as there were no full time workers. No 

independent research activity was possible without the support of a full fledged 

research institute, which needed some criteria to be it recognized. The 

Government of Assam deputed Hemchandra Goswami for collection of 

manuscripts from October 1912 to March 1913 30
. The manuscripts collected were 

finally preserved in the library of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. There was a 

constant pressure from the western educated Assamese to establish a full fledge 

research institute under the direct control of the Government being managed by 

provincial revenue. On the other hand the ethnography department of Assam also 

necessitated a government department for the furtherance of pre historical studies. 

The Ethnography department of Assam was mainly pre occupied with 

anthropological work though in the beginning its interest was collection of 

materials of a historical character as anthropological studies had not then attained 

the importance. 31 

The government of Assam on recommendation of the Director of Public 

Instruction Mr. J.R. Cunnigham 32 established Department of Historical and 

Antiquarian studies in June 1928 for the promotion of historical research with 
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A.H.W Bentinck as Honorary Director and Professor S.K. Bhuyan and J.P. Mills 

as honorary Assistant Director. But it was Bhuyan who became the life and soul of 

the department by putting in all the time he could spare at the service of the 

department 33
. Hemchandra Goswami , the president of the Samiti died on 2"d 

May, 1928 34
. Prof. Bhuyan resigned from the post of secretary on 13-11-29 35

• 

Thus the Samiti was orphaned on the demise of the President and resignation of 

the Secretary. Chandra Kumar Agarwala being appointed in the place thus made 

vacant 36
. The Sarniti accepted Dr. Bhuyan's resignation with regret that he had 

not found it possible to continue, and with thanks for his ungrudging services 

rendered to the Samiti during the past few years. 

During the presidentship of Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua (May 1928 to 

January1940) the samiti made remarkable progress 37
• On his initiative the 

mouthpiece of the Samiti came out in 1933, which was named as Journal of the 

Assam Research Society. He was the contributor, as well as publisher of the 

journal and bore the co~rof)t for three years.38
• He moved to start the construction 

of the Museum building with the public donation collected amounting about 

eighteen thousand rupees. On his suggestion the Executive Committee decided to 

appoint a Curator for the Museum of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Sarniti. The other 

appointments were a clerk cum librarian, a manual, a punkha pullar, and a 

safaiwala. 
39 

When the final preparation to open the Museum was on Kanak 

Lal.Barua died on January 8, 1940 at Calcutta while he was there for attending the 

conference of the Indian History Congress. The sudden death of K.L.Barua 
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pushed back the Samiti's endeavor for attainment of its glory and infact it was a 

turning point from where Samiti' s activities were lacking patronage and 

leadership. The Statement of accounts of the year 1940 marked the change as 

appended below 40
. 

Statement of Income and Expenditure, 1940. 

Table -XI 

Month Income Expenditure Balance 

January Rs. 1750 Rs. 201 1548 

February 1548 12 1536 

March 1536 774 761 

April 761 461 300 

May 300 293 07 

June 10 00 10 

July 10 07 03 

August 6608 ( Govt. Grant 982 4113 

Rs. 6585. Dt. 9.4.40 

September 4123 375 3748 

October 3748 2367 1380 

November 1382 222 1159 

December 1159 242 917 
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To meet the expenditure, the Samiti took a personal loan of Rs. 180/- from 

Jogendra Nath Barna and a bank loan of Rs. 200 from Gauhati Bank Limited, 

Guwahati through Mr. Kaliram Medhi at the rate of interest of Rs. 9/- per 

annum 41
• 

The effect of the Second World War on the people of Assam as a whole 

was severe. During the period of War Gauhati was used as a stronghold of the 

British Army 42
• People lost peace of mind and sense of security. In the prevailing 

situation it was beyond imagination to think of the study of history and 

archaeology. The whole area was converted to army cantonment. The price of 

essential commodities rose up and there was scarcity of papers for printing work. 

Another incident i.e. the gutting of the Samiti' s premises by the accidental fire that 

broke out in the adjacent Railway colony. The damage caused a heavy financial 

pressure on the Samiti. This compelled the Samiti to delay its publication for four 

years 43 The Sarniti's house required reconstruction after the damage. Kaliram 

Medhi the President of the Samiti remarked: 

"It may be said that Samiti suffered heavily during these years 

ravaged by the ill effects of last war". 

After the independence the government did not take much initiative to 

improve the condition and status of the Samiti. The establishment of the 

Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies(l928), the Assam Provincial 

Museum ( 1940) and the University of Gauhati further lessened the importance of 

the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti to a great extent. The government interest on 
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the newly established institution got more priority and privilege and the Samiti 

remained on the same condition as started during the Colonial rule. There was no 

increase of fund or other facilities. The number of institution for carrying out 

research increased no doubt, but proper correlation and cooperation in pursuits of 

historical studies and researches tended to disappear 44.During 1952-59 the Samiti 

suffered some irreparable loss due to the passing away at short intervals of reputed 

scholars like Dr. Banikanta Kakati45 
, Rai Bahadur Kaliram Medhi 46and Professor 

Uma Kanta Goswami47 who were the bulwarks of the Samiti's activities. The 

unexpected death of three prominent figures consecutively within a short duration 

the activities of the Samiti came to a halt. Similarly the historians of the other 

regions who took great interest in the history of Kamarupa started disappearing as 

a natural decay. Demise of Prachya Vidyamaharnava Nagendra Nath Vasu, 

Puratatatva Vicaksana Jogendra Nath Ghosh was another great loss to the Samiti. 

Mr. Ghosh was a frequent contributor to the journal of the Assam Research 

Society and to several other periodicals devoted to indology. Death of Dr. Kishori 

Mohan Gupta M.A., Ph.D of the Murari Chand College, Dr. N.G. Mazumdar at 

the attack of dacoits at Beluchistan border was another loss. As Superintendent of 

Eastern Circle he was rather closely associated with the Samiti. He provideed 

training to Mr. Premadhar Choudhury, the first Curator of the Samiti museum for 

exploration work 48 

Under such a declining condition a batch of young scholars headed by 

Professor B.K. Barua
49

, came forward to revive the Samiti's activities. He was 
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associated with Professor H.K. Barpujari 50 Dr. S.N. Sarma 51 A.C. Barna 52 and 

thereafter followed by M. Neog 53 and D.P. Barna 54 
• However no remarkable 

progress could be noticeable and the Samiti was surviving hand to mouth. The 

irregular government grant of one thousand 

rupees was insufficient to carry out the developmental work. From 1949 to 1959 

the Samiti was not able publish its journal which shows its financial and 

organizational deficiency. We have at our disposal to establish the fact that during 

1952-59 the all-round activities were totally discouraging. The statement of 

accounts 55 appended below shows the actual picture. 
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Statement of income and expenditure 

From September1952 - December 1953 

Table -XII 

Month/Year Income Expenditure Balance Remarks 
September' 52 Rs.1021 Rs.731 Rs.289 

October 289 34 255 

November 264 30 234 

December 234 30 204 

January' 53 204 30 174 

February 1174 40 1127 Annual Grant Rs. 1000/-

March 1127 209 919 

April 929 199 729 

May 729 235 494 

June 528 01 527 

July 528 12 515 

August 515 4 annas 515 

September 515 2 annas 515 

October 515 92 472 

November 422 6annas 422 

December 422 09 413 
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Statement of income and expenditure 

From January 1954- August 1955 

Table -XIII 

Month/Year Income Expenditure Balance Remarks 
January' 54 413 04 409 

February 409 242 166 

March 1165 01 1164 Annual Grant Rs. 1000/-

April 1165 00 1165 

May 1165 25 1140 

June 1140 177 962 

July %5 3 annas 965 

August 965 05 960 

September 1966 13 1956 Annual Grant Rs. 1000/-

October 1956 00 1956 

November 1956 4 annas 1956 

December 1959 80 1878 

January' 55 1878 9 Paises 1878 

February 1878 00 1878 .. 
March 1878 ···2 annas 1878 

April 1878 1anna 6 Paisa 1878 

May 1882 00 1882 

June 1882 223 1860 

July 1860 00 1860 

August 1860 00 1860 



Month/Year 
September 

October 

November 

December 

January' 56 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Statement of income and expenditure 

From September1955- December 1956 

Table-XIV 

Income Ex~nditure Balance 
1860 00 1860 

1860 4 annas 1859 

1881 123 1757 

1757 2 annas 1757 

2757 60 2697 

2697 00 2697 

2697 80 2617 

2617 54 2612 

2612 306 2333 

3349 22 3327 

3327 00 3327 

3327 00 3327 

3327 00 3327 

3327 ()() 3327 

3327 ()() 3327 

3327 27 3299 
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Remarks 

Annual Grant Rs. 1000/-

Annual Grant Rs. 1000/-



Month/Year 
January' 57 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January '58 

February 

March •• 

Statement of income and expenditure 

From January 1957- March 1958 

Table-XV 

Income Expenditure Balance 
3299 00 3299 

3299 13 NayaPaisa 3299 

3299 150 3149 

3149 00 3149 

3149 111 3037 

3037 15N.P 3037 

3037 530 2507 

2507 00 2507 

2507 00 2507 

3550 24 3525 

3925 108 3817 

4817 00 4817 

4817 00 4817 

4817 00 4817 

4817 13N.P. 4817 

459 

Remarks 

Grant Rs. 1000/-(56-57) 

Grant Rs. 1000/-(57-58) 

Moreover after the establishment of the University of Gauhati with its various 

departments scholars became interested to prosecute research under the auspices 

of a full-fledged university instead of striving under a voluntary institution, which 

did not, has any schedule plan. The Samiti was not able to attract the new 

generation scholar, as it could not bring any innovation. The new generation 

became more interested towards readily available archival records available at 
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different State archives, National Library and those having sound financial 

background moved to foreign countries. Thus research in ancient history of Assam 

became almost obsolete. 

The state Department of Archaeology and Museum and the Universities 

located in Assam (Gauhati University established in 1948, Dibrugarh University 

established in 1965) did not take any interest to supplement the work being done 

by the Samiti. Even the textbook writers also did not refer to the new information 

came to light in the history of ancient Assam. 

There were no full time workers of the Samiti. Till 1950 the President, 

Secretary and the members' whole-heartedly worked for the Samiti. Example may 

be sought from the initiative and interest of Rai Bahadur K.L. Barua as cited by 

Dr. Maheswar Neog: 

"The institution thus developed in to a jealous mistress for Barua so much 

so that a murmur of complaint went up to the Governor that the Minister( 

Rai Bahadur Barua was appointed as Minister of Local self government of 

Assam in 1929) gave more time to the journal than to the Local Self 

Government" 56 

He bore the cost of the journal for the first three years. He was the contributor and 

editor, publisher and patron 57
· In the later days such initiative was lacking among 

the members. Moreover the activities of the Samiti totally tum over to literary 

activities and publication of its Journal and other volumes being financed by 

Government partially or completely. 
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The efforts of the members of the Executive Committee in the late sixties 

did not show much interest for revival of the Samiti's declining condition. Their 

sole business was confined to publish the journal. Being the prominent persons of 

that time this group could have given a new shape to the institution. Some of them 

were holding important position in the State Government and in the university. 

Few of them also donated handsome amount to other institutions. But surprisingly 

none thought about the future of the Samiti and its survival in a better condition. 

Therefore this period has been marked as lull due to various reason 58
• The new 

Executive committee members were mostly the residents of Guwahati having their 

permanent engagement either with state or central government or in the university 

or colleges. They could not devote much time for revitalization of the Samiti. The 

financial crisis was the main handicaps. As there was no fund there was any 

interest to get involved. The Samiti was to carryout its business under great 

pressure. The capital of Assam was shifted from Shillong to Guwahati (Dispur) in 

1973 59
• The governme1lt·was busy with settlement of its own establishment. The 

State Museum complex is developed with new building and infrastructure 

occupying almost all the space in the campus with a step motherly attitude towards 

the Samiti. There was also a proposal from the Museum authority to shift the 

building of the Samiti to anywhere outside the campus. The front side of the 

Samiti was covered with multistoried building of the Museum and the campus 

administration was taken over by the Museum authority. Accordingly the Samiti 

was instructed to carryout its business during the office hours. 
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The Government of Assam, Department of Education stopped the annual 

grant of the Samiti that was continuing for last sixty years on the plea that it is a 

cultural institution and as such department of cultural affairs will grant money for 

it 60 
· Thus the Samiti was deprived of its age-old financial assistance provided by 

the Britsh Government considering its necessity. However, the constant appeals 

from the Samiti and with the initiative of the then Minister of Cultural and Home 

affairs Hiteswar Saikia who was also the chief patron of the Samiti the annual 

grant of four thousand rupees for the year 1974,75,77,and 1978 was released. The 

Samiti further requested the Government to raise the annual grant from one 

thousand to five thousand rupees from 1979 61
• It also appealed for a non-recurring 

grant of rupees ten thousand for renovation of the Samiti' s house 62
• 

During the National Emergency 63 the activities of the Samiti suffered to a 

great extent. The leading members of the Samiti, most of them were the public 

servant, had to keep themselves busy with their parent engagement. The distant 

members had a very casual role. Their contribution to the Samiti was totally 

negligible. All the burden of the Samiti lay with tbe Secretary and President. 

Under the prevailing situation of financial scarcity and manpower management 

one can imagine the functioning of the Samiti. For a long time there was no 

permanent employee, even a Grade IV. Important books and reading materials of 

the library have been misplaced or missed during those days when there was no 

one to look after it. 
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In a letter addressed to the Samiti by the Education (CTM) Department, the 

Government of Assam Dated. 4.6.76 directed the Samiti to furnish the details 

showing estimates of receipt and expenditure for further consideration, which 

reveals that the Government was not aware of the activities and progress of the 

Samiti and without detail information further assistance to the Samiti will not be 

made 64
• In those days one thousand rupees was not sufficient to bear the expenses 

of office contingency, yet the Government was reluctant to pay the said amount. 

The Grant was stopped from 1978. However the Ssamiti managed its own affairs 

form its meagre income of Membership fee and sale of publications etc. 

The Assam Agitation affected the state from 1979 to 1985. The progress 

and prospects of the state in general was pushed back. Samiti' s activities again 

suffered as the Agitation turned to a mass public movement. There was frequent 

Bandh, Satyagraha and Hartal. The agitation disturbed the law and order situation 

and violence spread to different places. Under the prevailing situation the 

Executive Committee appealed to the President of India, the Prime Minister, 

Union Home Minister and Government of Assam for an amicable settlement 

within the Constitutional framework for which the people of Assam striving for 65
• 

The Assam Sahitya Sabha made similar appeal 66
. 

The establishment of a more sound organization further lessened the 

importance of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. The North East India History 

Association was established at headquarter of the North Eastern Hill University, 

Shillong on 27th April 1979 67
. The initiative for founding an organization like 
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North East India History Association was the effort of Surya Kanta Barpujari , 

Jayanta Bhusan Bhattacharjee and Imdad Hussain. Amalendu Guha and Heramba 

Kanta. Barpujari supported their ideas. The principal objective of the proposed 

association spelt out as 68 

"Promotion and encouragement of the scientific study of the History of 

North East India viz. Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, 

Nagaland and Tripura and the adjoining areas historically connected with 

the region". 

No doubt, the establishment of NEIHA increased the progress of historical 

research activities covering almost every aspect of the history of North East, but it 

is sorry to say that a team of prominent historians of this region who were 

associated with the Samiti for a long time and contributed for the development of 

the Samiti left their involvement with the Samiti, and it was indeed a great loss to 

the Samiti. The on going agitational programmes that paralyzed the academic 

environment of the state was also responsible for that which divert the attention of 

the scholars to join a similar organization outside the state. 

Before the independence the historical research in this region was mostly 

through individual efforts of scholars. The two important research bodies were one 

through private initiative and the other under the patronage of the Government. 

Those two bodies were concerned more with collection, preservation, compilation 

and translation and publication of historical records than innovative research 69
• 

The University of Gauhati established in 1948, in the beginning could not give the 
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necessary lead in the matter of historical research. However within a short time the 

constraints were removed and a large number of scholars from different parts of 

the region registered themselves with university for research work. The 

subsequent establishment of the University at Dibrugarh ( 1965) and 

Shillong(l973) accelerated the space of historical research in this region. The 

Calcutta University's Post Graduate Centre at Agartala (Now Tripura University) 

and the Manipur University started recently have also given a good account of 

research work undertaken in tribal and regional history. Under the auspices of the 

newly established Central Universities 70 of the region different non-official 

research organizations have done commendable work as they are provided with 

sufficient fund and experienced manpower. 

There is no linkage of the Samiti with the University of Gauhati or any 

other Government aided research organization. The university also does not want 

to take the burden as it is already suffering from financial crunch. The university 

being a state university, is not able to extend its activities due to financial 

constraints. There are almost two hundred degree colleges in Assam where history 

is taught. But it is a pity that not to talk of the students, but most of the teachers of 

history are not aware about the institution and its contribution. There is no mention 

in the textbook regarding the establishment and activities of the Samiti, may be in 

brief. The press and newspapers, from time to time, are publishing articles on the 

deplorable condition of the Kamarua Anusandhan Samiti urging that how a 

prestigious institution is facing hardship and leading towards extinction. 
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Leaving the financial crunch on one side we may look in to the other side, 

i.e. the organizational problem. Due to state reorganization policy the territory of 

ancient Assam has been fragmented in to different states. The newly created states 

are empowered to run their own administration. Most of the archaeological and 

historical sites falling under those states became irrelevant for the newly formed 

states as they were not much interested to study about the past history of Assam as 

the archaeological objects bearing the evidence of Hindu religion and carrying the 

past history of the region, rather in a sense of headache in the presence of Church 

culture ( Nagalannd, Mizoram and Bodoland). 

In Assam the conversion of a large number of tribes to Christianity and at 

the same time lack of missionary zeal, love and respect for the religion of the 

Hindus such institutions of importance started declining. The internal clash for the 

cast status and rigidity are also responsible in this context 71 Lack of unity and 

common interest among the historians of the region are also to be noted. While the 

founder of the Samiti was more in~rested to study the pre Ahom history of 

Assam, which do not have a chronology depending on the archaeological and 

written records, their interests were confined to th.e collection of sources and its 

interpretation. The other group of historians devoted to the chronicles i.e. the 

Buranji dealing with the Ahom age, whose importance is considered to be more 

important. The third group was considering the archival records as the most 

authenticated source. This conflict of interests is also a factor for involvement of 

the members on the progress of the Samiti. 
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For the proper study and interpretation of the inscriptions and ancient 

manuscripts the knowledge of Palaeography is essential. But there was no facility 

to impart training for this skill. The Samiti proposes to conduct a course on 

Palaeography but it did not receive due recognition from the Government or 

University. Amidst problems the Samiti is surviving at its own capacity with the 

encouragement received from some of the older generation scholars. 

The major drawbacks, which brought the Samiti' s declining condition and 

with no sign of further improvement may be identified as follows: 

Lack of proper accommodation and infrastructure, Land possession, 

Permanent officials as Research officer, Assistant, Librarian etc. adequate 

Government grants, Collaboration with other research bodies engaged with similar 

work and recognition of the Institution as a full fledged research institution by 

University Grants Commission or Government of India. 

J.P. Mills, M.A, I.C.S, while contributing an article on the first issue of the 

journal of the Samiti elaborately explained the special scope that Assam seemed to 

offer to a research society. He laid stress on collection and interpretation of old 

manuscripts, i.e. the written records and cautioned that the interpretation to be 

done from a strictly objective stand point-the standpoint of a true scientist. Most 

of the written records were not written objectively, but from a Hindu standpoint of 

view 
72

. The study of the verbal records, i.e. the Oral History, the archaeological 

evidences, the Megaliths73 and Monoliths74
, the ceremonies performed by different 

castes and tribes, the folklores, the temple and temple ruins. These source 
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materials are to be utilized by the historians for understanding the spirit of an age. 

The concept of history does not now reel round the pomp and panoply of the 

court; it seeks to study man in relation to his environment, irrespective of any 

social distinction. The hut and palace have the same significance in the eyes of a 

modern historian 75
. For this extended approach of history it is necessary to 

examine, analyze and utilize all types of source materials, which was earlier 

considered irrelevant, or beyond the purview of historians. But the Samiti could 

not make use of this extended approach and therefore its popularity started 

decaying. 

In the Puranas, Naraka, the ruler of Videha, made the ancient text mention 

about the old kingdom of Pragjyotisa; Pragjyotisa as referred to, was situated on 

the extreme fringe of Bharatvarsha, and its earliest inhabitants were popularly 

known as the Kiratas 76
• The Kiratas of Pragjyotisa can be identified with the 

Khasis, the Jaintias, the Garos, the Kacharis, the Chutiyas, the Tipperahs, the 

Nagas and other neighbouring tribes of North East India living during the time of •• . 
. 77 

Naraka .Till twelfth century there was no state known as Assam. Therefore there 

were no people identified as Assamese. As the state later came to be known as 

Assam the inhabitants were also subsequently termed as Assamese 78
• But in the 

post independence period the concept of Assamese has been radically changed to 

Assamese ethnicity and linguistic chauvinism. This was an impending danger to 

the Samiti. The alternative identification of the Samiti "The Assam Research 

Society" which itself was a debatable issue long back in 1916 when the Samiti 
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was at its infant stage 79 The concept of Assam was a narrow perspective than the 

concept of Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa. 

The Assam Sahitya Sabha, a socto cultural and literary body was 

acknowledged by University Grants Commission as a research body in 1950 
80 

but 

as a cultural organization the Sabha's initiative to protect the Samiti's interest was 

sadful. The Sabha's activities created strong resentment among the non Assamese 

81 residing in Assam. It was sowing seeds of dissension among the various 

linguistic minorities residing in Assam from ancient times. Interestingly, since 

1930 the Sabha spread and popularized little nationalism and chauvinism 82
. The 

contribution of the hills to the Samiti is totally absent as the government of India 

Act, 1935 categorized the hills as excluded area 83 or partially excluded area 84 and 

unadministered area 85
. No act of the Assam or Indian legislators could apply to 

those two hill divisions unless the Governor in his discretion so directed. 

Therefore the sentiment of the people of the Assam differed from those of the 

hills. But the present area of 54,000 square miles, of which little over 24,000 

square miles constitute the plains districts and 19,5000 the southern hill tracts and 

the rest the tribal hill tracts to the north constitutes the ancient Assam province 86
• 

The Samiti did not make any effort to make a cordial relation with the different 

hill tribes from the historical influence of the tribes in the composite culture of 

Assam. When the Samiti was busy with the study of old Hindu culture and 

religion, the hill tribes came under the influence of Christianity. The Hindu history 

became meaning less for them. 
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The Samiti's endeavour for collection of Assamese and Sanskrit 

manuscripts and its preservation and publication clearly marked its interest on the 

tracing of the glory of Brahmanical Hindu religion. Hem Chandra Goswami's 

mission on 1912 under the directive of the Government and Pratap Chandra 

Goswami's effort at the initiative of Asom Sahitya Sabha during 1926-27 87 

unearthed valuable manuscripts pertaining to the tradition and culture of 

Kamarupa. But it is surprising to note that none of the scholar came across any 

Persian or Arabic manuscripts, which were also equally considered to be important 

sources. There were considerable Muslim population scattered all over Assam and 

it is believed that there might be numerous such old chronicles for the use of 

historians. However, it was a matter of satisfaction that Moidul Islam Borah,88 a 

scholar from Sibsagar (Assam), inspite of the constraints, translated the original 

Persian chronicle Baharistan-1-Ghaybi, written by Mirza Nathan 89
, and 

discovered by Sir Jadunath Sarkar in 1920-21. The translated versions consist of 

two volumes, first published by Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, 

Assam in 1936. It is a fact that no true 

History of Assam can ever be written unless all available sources of information 

are studied and utilized; and the Persian tawarikh are as invaluable for the history 

of the Muslim wars as their Assamese counterparts the buranjis.90 Events and 

personalities dimly narrated or portrayed in the one are elaborated in the other; 

matters left out in one source as trite and commonplace are described in the other 

with special vigour. The two sources thus complete the cycle of available 
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information and they both deserve careful and diligent study in the hands of 

historians of Assam. It is a pity that the Samiti library does not possessed any 

Islamic chronicles or manuscripts. So far the journal published only four articles 

related to the Islamic events: 

(Barua K.L., Stemming of the tide of Muslim conquest in Eastern India, 

JARS Vol. iii, No.2, pp.47-58,. 

D.N Mukherjee ,The date of Bukhtiar Invasion of Assam, JARS vol. iii, 

No3,1935, pp89-91. 

Barua K.L., Mirza Nathan's narrative, JARS Vol. v, No.3, 1937, pp.65-79 

Goswami S.C. Land Grant to the temple of Umananda at Gauhati by 

Badshah Ghazi Aurangzed Salerkhan, JARS Vol.ix, No1&2, 1942, pp.1-13. 

It appeared that in course of time the activities of the Samiti pertaining to 

the history, literature and culture become more and more specific to the Assamese. 

It failed to analyze the distinction between the history of ancient Assam and the 

history of the Assamese. The history of ancient Assam as one perceives is the 

story of ancient dynasties, the story of the kings, of kingdoms, the capitals of the 

kingdoms, warfare and victories and defeat in those wars. The society described 

there is the society seen in a narrow perspective of the higher caste and not the 

common people. It is the people's history, which is the real history and a people's 

history is to be discovered in the folkways, the folk religion, and ultimately the 

socio-political institutions based on the economic life of the people. 
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The most serious factor is the degradation of Assamese culture. The 

composite culture of Assam broke in to pieces and thus there were no serious 

sentiments among the people of Assam to preserve it. As the people are less 

interested to preserve its history heritage and culture who else is there to do so. 

The apathy of the Government, the lack of interest of the educated intellectuals 

and the negligence on the part of the Universities made the institution to decay and 

in the near future many important sources are likely to disappear if the Samiti 

leads to extinction. 

In spite of all these constraints, the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti may feel 

proud of setting a trend of historical research in the region and collection and 

preservation of the antiquities. Under the inspiration during twentieth century at 

various places historical research society had been established along with the 

Museum at districts, sub-divisions, academic institutions, and villages and micro 

level studies are going on which may bring out new light to the history of Assam. 
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CHAPTER- VII 

CONCLUSION 

"History is the record of what one age finds worthy to note in another " 

( Burckhardt) 

In the foregoing pages an attempt has been made to present a 

comprehensive history of Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti or Assam Research 

Society from its formation till 1993. The study is intended to carry-out a detail 

investigation based on the available sources so far not touched or undertaken by 

the scholars. 

It is a fact that the discovery of India's past and its revelation to Europe in 

the eighteenth century was largely the work of the Jesuits in India and of the 

Europeans in general employed by the East India Company and outstanding 

among them were Sir William Jones, Francis Gladwin, Nathaniel Halhead, 

Jonathan Duncan, Henry Colebrook, James Prinsep, Charles Wilkins and so on. 

They established the Asiatic Society in 1784 in Calcutta that become in course of 

time a reputed centre of indological research and studies in India. They not only 

established the research society at the same time encouraged the Indians for 

historical research. Though there was a motive behind such initiative, one cannot 

deny its importance in the present days. After the establishment of the Bangiya 

Sahitya Parishad, Calcutta, the process was further accelerated and more Indians 
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particularly the scholars and intellectuals of Bengal oriented towards historical 

research. In course of time a number of voluntary organizations took initiative and 

established regional historical research institution under the patronage of scholars 

and common people with the support of the Government. These institutions not 

only collected and preserved the historical materials, at the same time made 

valuable publication which has changed the earlier generalization made by the 

scholar administrators of East India Company. The details have been discussed in 

Chapter-1. 

Though many important documents were collected throughout the 

nineteenth century on various aspects of Indian society and religion somehow 

there were some lapses in incorporating them in any book form. It is a pity that 

even Sir EdwardGait' s pioneer work, a very inadequate and often superficial study 

of the whole history of Assam in one handy volume, has to be relied on. North 

East India particularly Pragjyotisa-Kamarupa found mention in the epics, the 

Puranas and the Arthasastra of the later period, there was hardly any serious 

historical investigation before the advent of the British. It may be noted that the 

Asiatic Society of Bengal and Bangiya Sahitya Parishad, Calcutta were constant 

inspiration to the academics of Assam and the importance and necessity of such 

research institution began to hunt their mind on many occasions. The fifth 

conference of the Uttarbanga Sahity Sanmelan held at Kamakhya (Guwahati) on 

7th April, 1912 brought a rare opportunity to them and decision was taken to 

establish a 'Samiti' with a sole aim to carry-out research on the history and allied 
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subjects on Kamarupa (i.e. present Assam and adjoining regions including North 

Bengal, Kamata-Cooch Behar). This has been discussed in detail in Chapter-H. 

After the establishment, the Samiti was organized like any other voluntary 

organization. The necessity of a permanent site with own building was felt and 

government was approached for that. A prospectus was published and circulated to 

generate public interest for research activities. Rules were framed and a written 

constitution was adopted. Members were enrolled under different categories. 

Funds were generated through various means. The government also sanctioned a 

recurring grant from the year 1915. The contributions of the members, patrons and 

Government have made the Samiti a front rank research institution of India. Detail 

information is provided in Chapter- III. 

The institution has brought a revolutionary change in reconstruction of the 

history of the region and since it's beginning in spite of its many constraints, it has 

been promoting various research activities on Assam and her neighbours. It is still 

engaged in many research activities through its members and in many ways it 

caters to the need and demand of the scholars and researchers. The Samiti 

contributed to fill-up the gap in the history of India with its new interpretation 

through a systematic study, which was in the dark to the historians of India. No 

doubt, the Samiti had faced many ups and down in the long run of its existence, 

but its activities were going on without a halt. The details are appended in 

Chapter- IV. 
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To fulfill the objective, the Samiti, from the beginning, was actively 

engaged in its multidimensional activities. The contribution of members, patrons 

and Government helped the Samiti in many ways. Under the able leadership the 

Samiti could reach the climax. This achievement can be observed through its 

administrative set up, the academic pursuits, the Samiti's impression as a national 

institution and as a pioneer institution, which encouraged to grow similar 

institution engaged in the field of research. Establishment of a museum by its own 

collection is no doubt a remarkable episode. However due to certain unforeseen 

situaton the Samiti could not sustain its position at the same footing. The details 

have been discussed in Chapter- V. 

During the period of our study, it is observed that the Samiti has passed 

through various stages. At the initial stage it was founded with thirteen members 

and interestingly the first donor was a Bengali gentleman from Calcutta. 

Subsequently its activities were increased with more participation of members 

including high placed government personage. At a time it reached its climax and · · 

slowly started declining. During fifties the Samiti faced numerous difficulties. The 

financial crisis hampered research activities. The initiative and interest of the 

public and government started declining. In spite of such condition the missionary 

zeal and untiring effort of the members have continued to engage in research 

activities and cater to the needs of the scholars and researchers of the present time 

for the reconstruction of history of Assam and to fill up the gaps in national 

history. Historical investigation and reconstruction of local history at various 
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localities have already started and collection and preservation of source have 

resulted establishment of Museum at district, Sub-division, academic institutions 

and interestingly at village level too. A good number of local histories have been 

published in recent years. These are no doubt the positive outcome for which the 

Samiti may feel proud of. 

A history of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is justified not only by its 

centenary, but also by the existence of an unusually complete series of records. 

The unstructured zeal, which from time to time purged the Samiti library of 

'useless' books, some of which would be rare and valuable, now, was seldom 

turned against the office papers; neglect as much as care has ensured their 

preservation. These records fall roughly into four classes. First, there are the 

copies of 'letter issued' from the Samiti mainly to the government of Assam, the 

controlling educational authority and the similar institutions outside. The earliest 

document found was an official correspondence to the chief Commissioner of 

Assam dated 4.10.1913. All the old records of the Samiti are not available in the 

office due to certain possibilities. These may be, there was no permanent house of 

the Samiti till 1917. The secretary maintained all official correspondence and there 

was no permanent office staff for its preservation. The Sarniti house was gutted in 

an accidental fire in 1944 when almost old records were either burnt or damaged. 

In spite of all such handicaps the journals of the Samiti, the archival records and 

the available records in Samiti office helped us to bring out some very interesting 

information, which may be helpful for further research. 
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The emergence of Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is no doubt a 

breakthrough in the history of educational growth in Assam but surprisingly if 

failed to draw any special attention from the scholars and academics. Some 

articles about the Samiti have come to our notice and most of them were published 

either in local dailies or journals, which hardly could throw new light on the 

institution regarding its origin, growth and development and the present condition 

of the Samiti. The dissertation may be a humble attempt to fill up the gap to 

present a comprehensive history of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti based on 

the source materials so far not touched or undertaken by the scholars. 



Bibliography 



l.PRIMARY SOURCES 

A. Unpublished (English) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. Assam State Archives, Dispur. 

Assam Secretariat Proceedings ( Relevant files) 

Proceedings of the Assam Legislative Council. 

Secretariate Proceedings, Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

The Assam Gazette (Relevant issues) 

2. Office of the Deputy Inspector General of Police (Special Branch) Guwahati. 

Assam Police Abstract Intelligence ( 1920-1924 ). 

Politico-Criminal, Whos'-Who, Assam. 

3. Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Assam ( relevant files) 

4. Directorate of Archaeology and Assam State Museum. Guwahati (relevant files) 

5. Documents of Kamarupa Anusandhan Samitil Assam Research Society. 

Proceedings of the General Body 

Proceedings of the Executive Committee 

Membership Record Register 

Agenda and Minutes of the Meetings. 

Annual Reports of the Samiti 

Cash Book 



Voucher files. 

Visitors Notes. 

Payment Records. 

Budget Estimate and Audit reports. 

Demy Official letters 

Personal letters. 

Letter Correspondence and relevant files. 

Publication Records. 

Library Records viz. Book Records, Visitors Book. 

Seminar Proceedings. 

Miscellaneous records like Leave, Rent, Reminders etc. 

Tour Diary. 

Textual records of Copperplate and Rock inscriptions. 

Fee collection Register. 

Order book. 

B. Published (Assamese Books) 

Barna, Golap Chandra. Ahom-Assamese-English Dictionary, first 

Edition, Baptist Mission Press, Calcutta, 

1920. 

Ahom Buranji,from the earliest time to the end of Ahom Rule, second edition 

reprint, Spectrum publications, Guwahati 1985. 

488 



.Barna, Gunabhiram. Asam Buranji, third edition, Guwahati 

2003. 

489 

Bhattacharyya, DebendraNath (Tr) Kalikapuran, first edition, Bani Mandir, 

Guwahati, 2008 

Bhattacharyya,Kamakhya Charan. Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharyya, 

third edition, Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, 

Guwahati, 1996. 

Bora, Saniram. 

Bhuyan, Surya Kumar. (ed) 

Asamar Purani Itihasa, first edition Guwahati, 

1936 

Assam Buranji, Department of Historical and 

Antiquarian studies, Guwahati, 1990. 

Padsha Buranji, first edition, Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti, Guwahati, 1936 

Kamarupar Buranji, Department of Historical 

and Antiquarian Studies, Guwahati, 1958. 

Deodhai Asom Buranji, Department of 

Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Guwahati, 

1990 

Tungkhungiya Buranji, first edition, 

Department of Historical and Antiquarian 

Studies, Guwahati, 1932. 



Burhagohain, Ripunath. 

Goswami, Hemchandra. 

Goswami.D. & Kataki.S (ed) 

Neog, Maheswar. ( ed) 

Sarma, Nabin Chandra. (Tr) 

Sastri, Biswanarayan.( ed) 

Assamese Journal 

Asamar Nam-talika Buranji, Dibrugarh, 

1986 

Purani As om Buranji, Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti, Guwahati 1922. 

Swargiya Pandit Hemchandra Goswami 

likhit aru Sampadit Grantha aru 

Prabhandhvalir talika, Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti, Guwahati, 1931. 

Prachyya Sasanavali, second edition, 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 2003. 

Asomiya Mahabharat, first edition, 

Journal Emporium, Nalbari, 2001. 

Yogini Tantra, Bharatiya Vidya Prakashan, 

Delhi, V aranasi, 1982. 

490 

Bezbarua.Lakshminath. (ed) Banhi, Calcutta/Gauhati (Relevant Volumes) 

Barua, Chandradhar & Others. Asam Sahitya Sabha Patrika, Jorhat 

(Relevant volumes) 

Changkakati. Radhanath.( ed) 

Choudhuri. Raghunath ( ed) 

Alochani, Dibrugarh, (Relevant volumes) 

Jayanti, Gauhati, (Relevant volumes) 

Neog. Dimbeswar( ed) Milan, Gauhati, (Relevant volumes) 

Roychaudhury. Ambikagiri (ed) Chetana, Gauhati (Relevant volumes) 



Sarma Dinanath. ( ed) 

Gohain Barua Padmanath & 

Sarma Joydev ( ed) 

Bengali (Books) 

Bhattacharyya Padmanath 

491 

Awahan, Calcutta ( Relevant volumes) 

Assam Banti, Tezpur (Relevant volumes) 

Kamarupa Sasanavali, first edition, Rangpur 

Sahitya Parishad, Rangpur, 1338 B.S. 

Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad 

Kumar Madanmohan 

Bengali (Journals) 

Kochbeharer Itihasa, Part I, Authority of 

Cooch Bihar State, Cooch Bihar, 1936. 

Bangiya Sahitya Parishader Itihasa, Pratham 

Parva, Bangiya Sahitya Parishat, Calcutta, 

1381 B.S. 

Journal of the Varendra Research Society, Rajshahi (Relevant issues} 

Sahitya Parishad Patrika, Calcutta (Relevant volumes) 

Rangpur Sahitya Paris had Patrika, Rangpur(Relevant volumes} 

English (Books) 

Bhuyan.S.K (ed) Report and Conspectus report of works for 

1925-26 and part of 1926-27 with brief 

retrospective survey and appendices, K.A.S, 

Guwahati, 1927. 



Bhuyan. S.K. (ed) 

Bhuyan.G.N. 

Choudhury. P.C. (ed) 

Chutia. Dharmeswar( ed) 

Chaudhury P.D & Das M.C 

Goswami, Hemchandra. 

Goswami.D & Kataki.S ( ed) 

Goswami.A.N ( ed) 

Department of Historical and Antiquarian 

Studies, Bulletin No. 1-V (relevant issues) 

The Handbook of the Assam State Museum, 

Guwahati, 1985. 

Ananda-Lahari, K.A.S, Guwahati, 1993. 

A Descriptive Catalogue of Manuscripts, 

K.A.S, Guwahati, 1984. 

492 

Readings in the History and Culture of Assam, 

K.A.S., Guwahati, 1984 

A Source Book of the Archaeology of Assam 

and other States of North Eastern India, K.A.S., 

Guwahati, 1984 

The Ancient Treasure of Assam, Guwahati, 

1959. 

Descriptive Catalogue of Manuscripts, 

University of Calcutta, Calcutta, 1930. 

Report and conspectus of Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti, 1927-30, Guwahati, 1931. 

Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti, 1931-36, Guwahati, 1938. 

An Account of the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti, Guwahati, 1993. 



Kataki. S. 

Journals (English) 

493 

Antiquities of Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, 

Guwahati, 1939. 

Journal of the Assam Research Society, Guwahati, (Relevant issues) 

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, (Relevant Volumes) 

Epigraphica Indica, Calcutta, (Relevant Volumes) 

Journal of the Indian History Congress (relevant Issues) 

The Diamond Jubilee Souvenir, Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, Guwahtai, 1973. 

The Platinum Jubilee Souvenir, Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, Guwahati, 1993. 

B. Secondary Sources 

Books ( Assamese) 

Adhikari Narakanta 

Barua, Debananda ( ed) 

Barua, Ghanakanta 

Barbarua, Hiteswar 

Dakhin Kamrupar Itivritta, first edition, Boko, 

2003. 

Hemkosh by Hemchandra Barna, twelfth 

edition, Hemkosh Prakashan, Guwahati, 2006. 

Ahom Primer, third edition, Department of 

Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Guwahati, 

1987. 

Ahomar Din, fourth edition, Publication Board, 

Guwahati, 2006. 



Bora Dhrubajyoti Itihasa Chinta, first edition, Jyoti Prakasan, 

Guwahati, 1988. 

494 

Bhattacharyya Satish Chandra. Bhomoragurir Itivritta, Tezpur, 1981 

Bharali Hemanta Asom Kosh, Banalata, Guwahati, 2005. 

Choudhury. Raghunath Prachin Kamrupar Buranji, first edition, 

Guwahati, 1992. 

Deka. Namita 

Devi Lakshmi 

Dutta, Dilip Kumar 

Gohain Barua. Padmanath 

Goswami, Prafulladatta. 

Goswami. Pratap Chandra 

Gogoi Nityananda 

Bahnir Patat Chintar Rengani, first edition, 

Banalata, Guwahati, 1994. 

Asom Deshar Buranji, fifth edition, LBS 

Publication, Guwahati, 1987. 

Hiteswar Barbarua Rachanavali, first edition, 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 1997 

Asamar Buranji, third edition, Publication 

Board, Guwahati, 2004. 

Manik Chandra Barua, first edition, Publication 

Board, Guwahati, 1977. 

Buranji aru Sanskriti, first edition, Bina 

Library, Guwahati, 1985. 

Kamarup Buranjir Ahilapati, first edition, Bani 

Printers, Guwahati, 1986. 

Buranjiye Parasa Biswanath Prantar, first 

edition, Biswanath College, Tezpur, 1990. 



Hazarika Atul Chandra 

Kalita Ramesh.Chandra 

Medhi, Pramod Chandra (ed) 

Neog Dimbeswar 

Neog Maheswar 

Sangma. Milton 

Sarma, Munindra Nath 

Saikia Nagen (Compiled). 

Sarma. Satyendra Nath 

(Compiled) 

Sarma Giridhar 

Asom Sahitya Sabhar Rupalekha, Assam 

Sahitya Sabha, Guwahati, 1974. 

Tatta Tathya aru Itihasa Bitarka, Ulupi 

Prakashan, Tezpur, 2007. 

Asomar Kalanukramik Itihasa, first edition, 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 2007. 

Hajor Itivritta, first edition, Hajo, 1999 

Asamiya Sahityar Buranji, sixth edition, 

Guwahati, 1993. 

495 

Asam Sahitya Sabhar Panchas Bacharar 

Itihasa, Asssam Sahitya sabha, Jorhat, 1968. 

Pabitra As om, fourth edition, LBS Publications, 

Guwahati, 2004. 

Bajalir Itivritta, first edition, Bani Prak:sh, 

Pathsala, 1989 

Assam Bandhu ( ed) Gunabhiram Barua, 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 2003. 

Mau, ( ed) Harinarayan Bora, second edition, 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 2003. 

Asomiya Jatir Itivritta, third edition, Assam 

Sahitya Sabha, Guwahati, 2005. 



Sarma Sibananda 

Sarma Tirthanath 

Sarma, Thaneswar. 

Sarma Dineswar 

Books (Bengali) 

Barman Prasun 

Bhattacharyya, Malay Sankar & 

496 

Goalpara Zilar Itihasa, first edition, 

Sadhanalaya Prakashan, Bilashipara, 1976. 

Aauniati Satrar Buranji, first edition, Auniati 

Satra, Assam, 1975. 

Sanskrit Sahityar Itihasa, first edition, 

Guwahati, 1995. 

Mangaldoir Buranji, first edition, Mangaldoi 

Bijni Rajbangsa, Department of Bengali, Cotton 

College, Guwahati, 2008. 

Ghosh, Ananda Gopal (ed) Uttarbanger Puratatta Sangraha Akshaya 

Kumar Maitreya, Pratiti Prakasani, Calcutta, 

1984. 

Chanda Ramaprasad 

Choudhury Nirmal Chandra 

Dutta, Debabrata. 

Gaudarajamala, first edition, Navabharat 

Publishers, Calcutta, 1975. 

Akshaya Kumar Maitreya: Jiban 0 Sadhana, 

University of North Bengal, Raja 

Rammohanpur, 1984. 

Asamer Itihasa, first edition, Sribhumi 

Publishing Co. silchar, 1956. 



Ghosh Ananda Gopal 

Hussain. S.A.(ed) 

Sarkar Icchimudin ( ed) 

Singha Sree Sher 

Unpublished (English) 

Ahmad, Sarharuddin 

Choudhury, Indrani 

Das, Chakradhar 

497 

Uttarbanga Namer Sandhane, 

N.L Publishers, Siliguri/ Dibrugarh, 2006 

Itihasa Samiti Patrika, Second issue, 

Bangladesh ltihasa Samiti, Dacca, 1984-86. 

Aithhye 0 Itihase Uttarbanga, N.L. Publisher, 

Dibrugarh/ Siliguri, 2002 

Manipurer Itihasa, Narasingpur, Cachar, 1960. 

A Literary study of the Sanskrit inscriptions of 

Assam, unpublished Ph.D. dissertation of 

University of Gauhati. 1984. 

A Study on Sculptures in the Assam State 

Museum Guwahati with special reference to 

style and technique, unpublished Ph.D. 

dissertation of University of Gauhati, 2003 

The Political and Cultural Centres in 

Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa, unpblished Ph.D. 

dissertation of University of North Bengal, 

1993. 



Kadir, Manjur 

Rai Roshni 

Sarkar Icchimudin 

Books(English) 

Acharyya. N.N. 

Agarwala. A.C. 

498 

Development of education in Pre independence 

period: A case study of Rajshahi College, 

Rajshahi, Bangladesh, unpublished Ph.D 

dissertation of University of North Bengal, 

2004. 

Varendra Anusandhan Samiti: A Case Study, 

unpublished M.Phil dissertation of Madurai 

Kamraj University, 2007 

Aspects of Historical Geography of 

Pragjyotish-Kamarupa from Early and 

Medieval Period, unpublished Ph.D dissertation 

of University of North Bengal. 

A Brief History of Assam, first edition reprint, 

Omsons Publications, Guwahati, 1996. 

North East as viewed by Foreigners, first 

edition, Omsons Publications, Guwahati, 1985. 

Historical Documents of Assam and 

Neighbouring States, Original reords in 

English, first edition, Guwahati, 1983. 

Ancient Assam, Pt.l, Asomiya Press, Dibrugarh, 

1921. 



Apte, Vaman Shivram 

.Bajaj Satish.K 

Baishya, Dinesh 

Barna. B.K. 

Barna Nirode 
• 

Barnah Sagar 

Barpujari. H.K. (ed) 

Beal.S (Tr) 

499 

The Students Sanskrit Dictionary, second 

edition, Motilal Banarasidass, Delhi, 1970 

Recent Trend in Historiography, first edition 

reprint, Anmol Publications, New Delhi, 2001. 

Traditional Science & Material Culture of 

Early Assam, first edition,EBH Publishers, 

Guwahati, 2009. 

A Cultural History of Assam, first edition 

reprint, Bina library, Guwahati, 2003. 

Early Assam: State Formation, Political 

Centres, Cultural Zones, first edition, Spectrum 

Publications, Guwahati, 2007. 

History of the Non Cooperation Movement in 

Assam, first edition, Nowgaon, 2002. 

The Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol. V, 

first edition, Publication Board, Guwahati, 

1993. 

Buddhist Record of the Western Countries 

(si-yu-ki), 1-2, London, 1905 

Political History of Assam, Vol. I, second 

edition, Publication Board, Guwahati, 1999. 



Bharali Udayaditya 

Bhattacharyya. K.K. 

Bhuyan.A.C. ( ed) 

Bhuyan Surya Kumar 

Bora Shiela and 

Sarma Manorama 

500 

Hundred Years History of Cotton College 1901-

2001, First edition, Guwahati, 2001. 

North East India Political Administrative 

History, first edition, Cosmo publications, New 

Delhi, 1983. 

Political History of Assam, Vol.II,second 

edition,. Publication Board, Guwahati, 1999. 

London Memories, first edition, Publication 

Board, Guwahati, 1979. 

An Account of Assam by Francis Hamilton, 

third impression, Department of Historical and 

Antiquarian Studies, Guwahati, 1987 

Studies in the History of Assam, second edition, 

Omsons Publications, Guwahati, 1985. 

Studies in the Literature of Assam, second 

edition, Omsons publications, Guwahati, 1985. 

Atan Buragohain and his times, second 

Edition, Lawyers Book Stall, Guwahati, 1991. 

Historiography in North East India, first 

edition, North East India History Association, 

Shillong, 2000. 



Borah, M.l. 

Bureau of Education, India 

Carr. E.H. 

Chandra Bipan 

Chattopadhyay Dilip Kumar 

Chatterjee. S.K. 

Chittattukalam Kuriala 

Choudhuri, Pratap Chandra 

Baharistan-I-Ghaybi, Vol. I, second edition, 

Guwahati, 1992. 

501 

Directory of Educational, Scientific, Literary 

and Cultural Organizations in India, 

Government of India Press, Calcutta, 1948. 

What is History, First edition, reprint, 

Macmilan, London, 1963. 

Nationalism and Colonism in Modern India, 

Orient Longman, New Delhi, 1989. 

History of the Assamese Movement since 1947, 

first edition, Minerva publications, Calcutta, 

1990. 

The place of Assam in the History and 

civilization of India, Gauhati University, 

Gauhati, 1955. 

Kirata-Jana-Kriti, TheAsiatic Society, reprint, 

Calcutta, 1998. 

Culture and Religions of Assam, Omsons 

Publications, Guwahati, 2002. 

History of Civilization of the people of Assam to 

the twelfth century A.D., third revised edition, 



Choudhury. R.D. 

Choudhury N.P. 

Das. N.N. 

Dani. A.H. 

Desai, A.R. 

Dutta, K.N. 

Dutta. L. 

502 

Spectrum publications, New Delhi /Guwahati, 

1978. 

Assam- Bengal Relations, first edition, 

Spectrum publications, Guwahati; New Delhi, 

1988 

Archaeology of Brahmaputra Valley of Assam, 

first edition, Agam Kala Prakasan, New Delhi, 

1996. 

Historical Archaeology of Central Assam, first 

edition, B.R. publishing Co, Delhi.l985 .. 

Sword of the East, Shillong, 1941. 

The Prehistory and Protohistory of Eastern 

India, Second edition, K.L. Mukhopadyaya, 

Calcutta, 1981. 

Social Background of Indian Nationalism, First 

edition reprint, Popular Prakashan, Mumbai, 

2006. 

Landmarks of the freedom Struggle in Assam, 

first edition reprint, Lawyer's Book Stall, 

Guwahati, 1998. 

History of India, Bina Library, Guwahati, 1978. 



Dutta, M.R. 

Dutta Barna, Caroline & 

Jean Deloche 

Gait, Sir Edward. 

Ganjoo, Satish. 

Ghate, V.D. 

Gilbert, Felix. 

Gohain, Hiren. 

Gogoi, Lila. 

503 

Early Assam: From Jhum to Feudalism, first 

edition, Swapna Publishers, Jorhat, 1996. 

The Adventures of Jean- Baptise Chevalier 

in Eastern India ( 1752-!765 ), first publication 

in India, LBS publications, Guwahati, 2008 

A History of Assam, second edition reprint, 

Lawyers Book Stall, Guwahati, 1997. 

Report on the Progress of Historical Research 

in Assam , reprint 1999, Spectrum Publications, 

Guwahati, 1999. 

Dictionary of History, Second revised edition 

Anmol Publications,New Delhi, 2005. 

Teaching of History, second edition, Oxford 

University press, Delhi, 1940. 

History: Choice and Commitment, second 

edition, Harvard University Press, England, 

1977. 

Assam a Burning Question, first edition, 

Spectrum Publication, Guwahati, 1985. 

The Buranjis Historical Literature of Assam, 

First impression, Omsons Publications, 

Guwahati, 1986. 



Goswami, Chandana 

Goswami, Kunjagobinda. 

Grewal, J.S. 

Guha, Amalendu. 

Hoemle, A.F.Rudlof ( ed) 

Hunter, W.W. 

Kaul, Lokesh 

Kejariwal, O.P. 

Kosambi, D.D. 

Nationalism in Assam, first edition, Mittal 

Publication, New Delhi, 2008 

Bangarh: Antiquities, Calcutta University, 

Calcutta, 1948. 

Studies in Local and Regional History, Guru 

Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, 1974. 

Medieval and Early Colonial Assam., first 

edition, Calcutta, 1991. 

504 

Centenary review of the Asiatic society of 

Bengal ( 1784-1883), Asiatic Society, Calcutta, 

1884. 

A Statistical Account of Assam, Vol. I, Indian 

reprint, Spectrum Publications, New Delhi/ 

Guwahati, 1978. 

Methodology of Educational Research, third 

revised edition, Vikash Publishing House, New 

Delhi, 2004. 

Asiatic Society, Calcutta History, first edition, 

Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1988. 

The Culture and Civilization of Ancient India, 

first edition, New Delhi, 1987. 



Kochar, S.K. 

Lahiri, R.M. 

Lahiri, Nayanjot. 

Mazumdar, R.C. 

Mills, A.J. Mofat 

Misra, Tilottama. 

Mistra, Udayon 

Morgan, L.H. 

Mukherjee, S.N. 

Munshi, K.M. 

Teaching of History, first edition, Sterling 

Publisher, New Delhi, 1971. 

The Annexation of Assam, reprint, K.L. 

Mukhopadhyaya Publishers, Calcutta, 1976. 

Pre Ahom Assam, first edition, Munshiram 

Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1991. 

505 

British Paramountcy and Indian Rennaissance 

Part II, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, Bombay, 

1965. 

Report on the Province of Assam, second 

edition, Publication Board, Guwahati, 1984. 

Literature and Society in Assam: A Study of the 

Assamese Renaissance ( 1826-1926 ), first 

edition, Omsons Publications, Guwahati, 1987. 

The Periphery Strikes Back Challengs to the 

Nation-States in Assam and Nagaland, Indian 

Institute of advanced study, Shimla, 2000. 

Ancient Society, Calcutta, 1982. 

India: History and thought, Calcutta, 1982. 

Foundations of Indian culture, second edition, 

Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, Bombay, 1965. 



Nath, R.M. 

Neog, Maheswar.(ed) 

Ohedkar, A.K. 

Panikar, K.A. 

Panigrahi, K.C. 

Pargitar, F.E. 

Philip, C.H. ( ed) 

Puri, B.N. 

506 

The Background of Assamese Culture, second 

edition, Lawyer's Book Stall, Gauhati, 1978. 

Studies in the Early History of Assam, first 

edition, Assam Sahitya Sabha, Guwahati, 197 4. 

Ananda Ram Dhekial Phukan: Makers of the 

Indian Literatures, Sahitya Academy, New 

Delhi, 1980. 

Cultural Heritage of Assam, first edition, 

Omsons publications, Guwahati ,Guwahati, 

2004. 

The Growth of Library in Modem India, first 

publication, Calcutta, 1966. 

Indian Renaissance, first edition, Sterling 

Publisher, New Delhi, 1983. 

History of Orissa, first edition, Kitab Mahal, 

Cuttack, 1981. 

Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, Motilal 

Banarasi Dass, Delhi, 1962. 

Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, 

Oxford University press, Madras, 1978. 

Studies in Early History and Administration in 

Assam, Gauhati University, Guwahati, 1968. 



Quadri, Fozail Ahmad 

Rai Barua, K.L. Bahadur 

Reither, Joseph 

Robinson. William 

Sahu, N.K. 

Sailda, Y asmin. 

Sangma. Milton ( ed) 

Sarma Benudhar ( ed) 

Sarma, Dimbeswar. 

507 

Pre Colonial North East India: A Portrait from 

Persian Accounts, first edition, Omeo Kumar 

Das Institute of Social Change and 

Development, Guwahati, 2004 

Early History of Kamarupa, third edition, 

Lawyer's book Stall, Guwahati, 1988 

Masterworks of history, Vol.I, McGraw Hill, 

U.S.A., 1948. 

A Descriptive Account of Assam, Calcutta, 

1841, reprint Delhi, 1975. 

A History of Orissa, Vol.I, Sushil Gupta 

(India)ltd. Calcutta, 1956. 

Assam and India; Fragmented Memories, 

Cultural Identity and the Tai-Ahom struggle, 

first edition, Permanent Black, Delhi, 200&. 

Essays on the North East, Regency 

Publications, New Delhi, 1994. 

An Account of Assam by J.P. Wade, frrst 

edition, Lawyer's Book Stall, Guwahati 1927. 

Kamarupa Sasanavali, first edition, Publication 

Board, Guwahati, 1981. 



Sarma H.N. ( ed) 

Sarma, Manorama 

Sarma, M.M. 

Sarma, S.N. 

Sarma, Tej Ram. 

Sharma, R.S. 

Sharma Sita Ram and others 

Shah, Kirit.K & Sangle 

MeharJyoti, 

Sarkar, Jagdish Narayan. 

508 

A Descriptive Catalogue of Art objects, Purba 

Bharati Museum, Nalbari, 1987 

History and History Writing in North East 

India, second edition, Regency Publications, 

New Delhi, 2006 

Inscriptions of Ancient Assam, first edition, 

University of Gauhati, Gauhati, 1978. 

The Neo- Vaisnavite Movement and Satra 

Institution of Assam, first LBS edition, 

Guwahati, 1990. 

Historiography- A History of Historical 

Writing, first edition, Concept Publishing Co., 

New Delhi, 2002. 

India's Ancient Past, First edition, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi, 2005. 

Encyclopedia of New Methods of Educational 

Research, Vol. 9, first edition, Swarup and 

sons, New Delhi, 2006. 

Historiography, Past and Present, First edition, 

Raw at Publications, New Delhi, 2005. 

History of History writing in Medieval India, 

first edition, Calcutta, 1980. 



5091 

Sarkar, Radhakanta Assam: Heritage and Anarchy, first edition, 1 

Bharati Book Stall, Calcutta, 2000. 

Sastri, K.A. Nilakanta A History of South India, first edition, Oxford 

University Press, Madras, 1978. 

Sinha, J.C. Economic Annals of Bengal, first edition, 

Macmilan, London, 1927. 

Singh Jai Praksh and 

Sengupta Gautam Archaeology of North East India, first edition, 

New Delhi, 1971. 

Sreedharan, E. A Text book of Historiography 500 B.C to A.D. 

2000, First edition, Orient Longman, 

New Delhi, 2004. 

Sills, David.L, ( ed) International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences, 

vol. xiii, The Macmillan Co., 1968. 

Sen, S.P( ed). Sources of History of India,vol.I, first edition, 

Calcutta, 1988. 

Historical Writings on the Nationalist 

Movement in India, first edition, Calcutta, 1977. 

Thapar, Romila. A History of India, vol. I, Penguin, Newyork, 

1966. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



Verma, B.S. 

Verma, T.P. 

Wells, H.G. 

Yadav, Nirmal 

Journals (English) 

510 

Ancient Indian Social History: Some 

Interpretations, first edition, Orient Longman, 

New Delhi, 1979. 

The Penguin History of Early India from 

Origins to A.D. 1300, Penguin Books, New 

Delhi, 2002. 

SocioReligious Economic and Literary 

Condition of Bihar, first edition, Munshiram 

Manoharlal, Delhi, 1962. 

Development of Script in Ancient Kamarupa, 

Assam Sahitya Sabha, Jorhat, 1976. 

The Outline of History, Casel & Company Ltd., 

London, 1990. 

Teaching of History, first edition, Anmol 

Publications, New Delhi, 2004. 

Cotton College Golden Jubilee Volume, Guwahati, 1952. 

Economic and Political Weekly ( Relevant issues) 

Frontline (Relevant issues) 

Journal of the University ofGauhati, Guwahati. (Relevant issues) 

Journal of the Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi (Relevant issues) 

Journal of the Indian Art History Congress, Guwahati, (Relevant Issues) 



Proceeding of the North East India History Association, Shillong 

(Relevant issues) 

Smriti Grantha, Souvenir of the Cotton College Centenary Celebration, 

Guwahati, 2001. 

The Assam Quarterly 

Social Scientist 

NewsPapers 

Asomiya Khabar, Guwahati ( 6.12.2007) 

Asomiya Pratidin, Guwahati ( 4.2.2008) 

Samay Prabah, Guwahati ( 14.11.1993) 

The Assam Tribune, Guwahati (25.5.2003, 3.10.2003) 

(Relevant issues) 

(Relevant Issues) 

511 


