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CHAPTER IV 

ACTIVITIES AND CONSTRAINTS 

The earliest and one of the positive results of the British conquest and 

unification of India-one, which kept pace with the process, itself-was the 

recovery of ancient Indian History on modem lines of historiography. The 

English came to have a fair knowledge of medieval India because the medieval 

Indo-Muslim historians prior to the advent of the British had duly written and 

preserved the history of the seven or eight hundred years. But the typical Hindu 

view of life had kept history encompassing the mundane experience of human 

beings outside the pale of useful knowledge and there were no genuine 

historical records on ancient India that the men of the east India Company 

could rely upon 1
• The Hindus, as the British found him, had a vague 

consciousness of the antiquity of his country's culture, which indeed he was 

prone to exaggerate. It was to this task of reconstructing the lost history of 

India that the orientalist or the indologist addressed himself or herself. In the 

absence of genuine historical texts, the work of reconstruction had to rely 

almost entirely on information obtainable from literature and different kinds of 

archaeological finds like inscriptions, coins, monuments and sculpture 2. 

The activities of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti were defined in its 

objectives. The main objects of the Samiiti was to carry on researches in 
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matters relating to history, archaeology, ethnography etc. i.e. all that usually 

came under the purview of a research society and to collect books, 

manuscripts, coins, copper plates, statues, curved stones, anthropological 

articles etc. i.e. the things that should find place in a library and a museum of 

such a society. The articles suitable for museum should be hand over to the 

government to be placed in the proposed Government Museum at Gauhati 3
. 

The early history of Assam has not been fully explored. Edward Gait's 

well-known 'A History of Assam' passes lightly over the early period, which 

are perhaps the most creative and the most significant in the history of the 

province. Gait seamlessly wove the Ahom and the Assamese together.4 His 

narrative became very popular, however, because it was written for public 

consumption and not simply for administrative knowledge. It was a departure 

from the Buranji tradition and a very definite break from Robinson's 5 kind of 

scholarship. Legitimately, Gait's work evoked tremendous enthusiasm and 

generated serious debate on its content, hypothesis and method. Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya was severely critical of Gait's perception of historical events 

and process. He was equally dissatisfied with Gait's interpretation of textual 

terms and their intended meaning. Finally he did not quite approve of the 

political undertone in Gait's writing . 6 Progress of historical study in the 

nineteenth century Assam was due to the efforts of a band of Assamese 

chroniclers, spearheaded by Haliram Dhekial Phukan who compiled his Assam 

Buranji (1829) in four parts and in Bengali language. Since the concept of 
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scientific history was not developed during those days, the other History 

writers thereafter till 1888 was based on traditional sources, myth and legends. 

The Ahom ruled in Assam nearly six hundred years. The chain of historical 

events, however since the last six hundred years, has been carefully preserved 

and their authenticity can be relied upon. The Ahoms also gave Assam its first 

recorded history 7
• They are numerous and voluminous. According to the 

custom of the country, knowledge of the Buranji's was an indispensable 

qualification in an Assamese gentleman and every family of distinction, and 

specially the government and public officers, kept the most minutes records of 

the historical events, prepared by the bared Pandits of the country 8
. True that 

in the desultory chronicles, covering the very large period from Bhagadatta of 

Maharashatra fame to the advent of the Ahom, a Shan tribe, to this part of the 

country in 1228 A.D., history and legend have intrically interwoven 

themselves, although it is possible for us now to reconstruct in part the history 

of ruling dynasties of Kamarupa, prior to the Ahom regime from inscriptions 

and other sources 9
• But the legendary accounts of ancient Kamarupa still stand 

in needed of further scrutiny in an attempt to see if they can yield historical 

substance on same from of archaeological corroboration. 

J.P.Mills remarked, "Our province displays a vast and almost virgin 

field such as few learned societies in the world are fortunate enough to have 

before them. Its history goes back in to the dim ages, and there were kings 

reigning in Assam when Rome was as yet only a small Latin state fighting for 
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its existence against powerful rivals" 10
. For epigraphic records so far brought 

to light it is possible to trace an almost unbroken genealogy of those kings 

from about the middle of the fourth century A.D. down to the twelfth or a 

period of nearly nine hundred years. Very few of the old Hindu kingdoms in 

India can present such unique genealogical records covering such a long 

period. Although epigraphic records that have come down to light are by no 

means few in numbers, other memorials, besides coins such as palaces and 

temples, apart from temple images and ruins scattered here and there belonging 

to the pre Ahom period, are non-existent. 11 The province suffered much from 

the natural and man made destruction of archaeology, yet a vast amount of 

material remains, and it is the task of a research society to find and interpret it. 

Some branches of this task require considerable rounds, but others need little 

more than keenness and trained skill 12
. 

The object of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiiti was that of all similar 

societies, namely to push further and further back in to the past the division 

between history and pre history, Assam was rich in the possession of written 

records. A good number of researches have been done in this field, but much 

remains. All the old records are admittedly not of equal value but only 

preserving and translating all can every grain be winnowed from the chaff 13• 

The activities of the Karnarupa Anusandhana Samiti was similar in lines 

of the various other Research Societies 14
• Accordingly the Samiti framed 

certain rules for adoption with effect from 151 April1916. Though it took about 
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four years to make the rules in papers through the approval of the Executive 

Committee; the Samiti from its 

beginning was guided by predetermined activities, because already similar 

institutions were working in other parts of the country namely- The Asiatic 

Society of Bengal founded by Sir William Jones in 1784 A.D. Sir James 

Machintosh founded the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society in 1804 

A.D., Reverend Father A.M. Tabard, a French Missionary in the year 1906 

A.D, founded the Mythic Society, V.K. Rajwade and K.C. Mehendale founded 

the Bharat Itihasa Sansodhak Mandala in 1910 A.D. and Ray Sarat Kumar 

founded the Varendra Anusandhan Samiti in 1910. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti is the first and foremost 

organization in the province with the distinct object of promoting historical 

research. It was established at the initiative of the scholars who were present at 

the conference of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan (5th Session) held at the 

premises of Kamakhya Temple on 7th April 1912, with its headquarter at 

Gauhati. The Samiti was formed with twelve members and later on Secretary 

and Assistant Secretary were selected. 

The first and foremost activity of the Samiti was the publication and 

circulation of a prospectus. By doing so the Samiti wanted to mobilize public 

opinion and to seek co-operation in the research activities. It was necessitated, 

as the numbers of educated people were very less at that time. At the same time 

the historical awareness among the common people as well as the educated 
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class were at its lowest level. As per Census report of 1911, in Assam out of a 

population of 7.059,857 only 333,672 were classified literate. Literacy among 

the Brahmins was 324, (out of one thousand population), among the Kalitas 

(the next higher caste in Assam) 79 and among the Ahoms 61, while the Mikirs 

and other tribes had only 03 literate persons. 15 The cause of Assamese 

literature and history has always suffered for the absence of a wealthy leisured 

class; men who have to follow other vocations in life have to work in the field 

of history and literature; and every financial project had to be executed by 

Government support or by contribution from individual donors 16.Considering 

the state of fund and the capacity and the leisure at the disposal of the workers, 

the Samiti's plan at that time was not to launch itself independently in to any 

work that would require a good deal of organization and money, but to do as 

much work as could be done with the help it expects from the Government and 

the patrons, and which could be taken up by its individual members. The 

difficulty arose for getting the sources to reconstruct the history of Assam. One 

could not expect that there would be readymade materials. How a history of 

India to be written when so little documents were available? For that matter, 

how was the history of a vanished civilization like that of Rome written in the 

modem times? The documents existed, but many words had no meaning to 

modem people. This meaning was acquired by the comparative study of 

surviving antiquities. That certain individuals really existed was taken as 

proved by their coins, statues, tombstones, monuments, and inscriptions. The 
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confirmation in turn, gave weight to the documentary record. Archaeological 

dug up ~ght bury remnants of the past; literary sources were regarded at that 

time as trustworthy only to the extent that they could be substantiated by 

archaeological methods. Finally archaeology helped documents to tell how the 

person of a vanished age actually lived through the meaning of certain changed 

keywords. 17 

Without government support the Samiti could not move further. On 41
h 

October 1913, seven members of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti 18 

submitted a memorandum to the Chief Commissioner of Assam Hon 'ble Sir 

Archdale Earle, K.C.l.E., I.C.S. seeking consent to be the Chief patron of the 

Samiti. The petition was submitted through Lt. Col. D. Herbert, I.C.S. then 

officiating Commissioner of Assam Valley District. Lt. Col Herbert vide office 

order No. 8846G. Dt.. 1-11-1913 submitted a report to the Hon 'ble Chief 

Commissioner of Assam. In his report he mentioned that: 

"the names of these gentlemen who have signed the petition are 

a sufficient guarantee of the bonafides of the Association. The 

main object of the association being the laudable one of the 

historical research regarding the ancient province of Kamarupa. I 

beg to recommend that the Hon 'ble Chief Commissioner be 

pleased to accept to the prayer of the petitioners that he will 

become Chief patron of the Society" 19
• 
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Based on this report the Secretary II of the Chief Commissioner communicated 

to the Commissioner Assam valley District on 1th November 1913 as-

"Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No 

8846 G Dt. 11.11.13 and his reply to say that the Chief 

Commissioner is Pleased to acknowledge the request of the 

members to be the Chief Patron of the Kamarupa Anusandhana 

Samiti. The members of the Samiti may be informed 

accordingly". 20 

On 25th April 1914, Babu Kalicharan Sen, the Honorary Secretary of the Samiti 

submitted a petition to the Hon'ble Sir Archdale Earle K.C.I.E., I.C.S., Chief 

Commissioner of Assam and Chief Patron of the Samiti through the Hon'ble 

Lt. Col. P.R.T Gurdon I.A., C.S.I, Hony. Director of Ethnography in Assam 

and Patron of the Samiti. 

The application stated that as the Government had decided that a 

Museum would be established at Gauhati but as it was not yet decided where 

the museum would be located; the Samiti deemed it advisable to submit its 

view on the point before the Chief Commissioner. 

"The tank called Dighli Pukhri has a traditional reputation of having 

been excavated by Raja Bhagadatta, the illustrious ruler of Pragjyotisha, on the 

occasion of the marriage of his daughter Bhanumati with Raja Duryyodhana of 
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Hastinapur, the famous hero of Mahabharata. It is but proper that its bank 

should afford a spot for the location of the proposed museum which will be a 

repository of all the available collections of historical interests in connection 

with the ancient kingdom of Pragjyotishpur as well as all the mineral, 

geological and botanical specimens of the province of which Gauhati is going 

to be the most conventional educational centre. The Northwest and east banks 

are already occupied with other institutions/ organizations. But the southern 

bank is as yet lying vacant, the Samiti beg humbly to propose that on this bank 

the museum might be located. Further to propose that to this museum might. 

attached a garden wherein should be planted botanical specimens, indigenous 

or otherwise; so that in the event of the Cotton College becoming affiliated in 

Botany which is sure to be in the near future this garden may serve as a useful 

adjacent for practical training on that branch of learning. The Samiti has also 

submitted a rough skeleton outline of estimate of Rupees twenty thousands to 

begin with. The Samiti' s collection of antiquarian interest has been gieatly 

hampered in absence of a suitable place to keep with safety; even the valuable 

manuscripts collections are lying closed in almirahs in the record rooms of the 

commissioner's office and as such inaccessible to those who would take up 

research work; and same is also the condition of the coin which are at present 

kept in Shillong and hope this all will find a suitable accommodation in this 

museum that will be resorted to not only by the local people but also , on 

account of the importance of this town by persons of antiquarian propensities 
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from outside. The Samiti suggest the name of the museum may be "Kamarupa 

Chitra Sala" (Museum) in memory of this ancient historical province with 

which the Samiti is connected". 21 The Government replied the Samiti that 

necessary action would be taken in due course and Samiti would be informed 

accordingly 

In accordance with the rules an Executive Committee was formed on 

lOth November 1916 for the remaining period of the year 1916-17 and the 

following gentlemen were elected and nominated as laid down in rule 13. 

Elected Members : Mr.Sarat Chandra Goswami 

Mr.Satyanath Bora 

Rai Bhuban Ram Das Bahadur 

Mr.Ramdev Sarmma 

Munshi Azizur Rahman 

Mr.Gauri Kanta Talukdar 

Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami 

Nominated Members: Mr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee 

Mr. Jogendra Nath Barua 

Mr.Lakshmi Narayan Chatterjee 

On 1Oth December 1916, the members of the Committee elected the 

following office bearer under Rule 14 of the Kamarupa Anusandhana 

Samiti. 22 

Rai Bahadur Bhuban Ram Das (President) 



Babu Kalicharan Sen 

Gauri Kanta Talukdar 

Jogendra Nath Baruah, M.A., B.L. 

( Secretary) 

(Assistant Secretary) 

(Treasurer) 
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Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinood did not stand for the Executive 

Committee, except Suresh Channdra Banerjee no other founder members were 

included in this committee. 

The prospectus of the Samiti was published on the 5th December, 1914 

and widely circulated among European and Indian gentlemen asking for co

operation in the research work of the Samiti. Various Interesting papers on 

different subjects were read in the Samiti from time to time and Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya ,Vidyavinod, read a very interesting paper on a copperplate of 

Bhaskarvarmana. This plate was discovered in Sylhet and was deciphered by 

him23
. The Samiti prepared certain draft rules for working of the Samiti and 

submitted to the Commissioner Assam Valley District for his kind suggestions 

and on lih June 1916, at a General Meeting presided over by the 

Commissioner, the draft rules were passed with some alteration. It was marked 

that some members wanted to change the name of the Samiti. There was much 

discussion about the change of Samiti's name and finally it was decided that 

the name "Kamarupa Anusandhana" would be retained 24
. The rules were 

printed and distributed among the members. The rules served as the 

constitution of the Samiti though the idea, concept and necessity of a written 

constitution was neither felt nor discussed. 
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The numbers of members till July 1916 was eighty five but as many of 

them did not pay their subscription and their membership stands cancelled as 

per rule No. 7 and the number declined to thirty six. The Samiti made attempt 

to induce other members who were in arrears to pay in their subscription for 

the year 1916-17.25 The Samiti did not undertake any major project due to lack 

of manpower and money. First of all there were no full time workers who 

would devote themselves continuously. Secondly the grant received from the 

government was too meagre and the member's contributions were also 

negligible. Therefore research activities were undertaken at the initiative of the 

individual members where Samiti provided all necessary assistance. During the 

year 1916-17 the Samiti carried out the following activities. 

a) Compilation of Yogini Tantra: 

Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami had undertaken to prepare an edition of this 

book. The Secretary of the Samiti procured three copies from the Asiatic 

Society of sBengal and HemChandra Goswami collected four copies and a 

copy was prepared by consulting all those books. A Pandit 26 was engaged 

to prepare a correct reading of the book and the work was almost 

completed. The Pandit was paid Rs. 25/- for the services he rendered to the 

Samiti 
27 

• But due to the increase of price of paper and poor financial 

condition of the Samiti printing of the book delayed. 

b) Compilation of Hara Gauri Sambad : 
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Pandit Lakhi Kanta Misra Bhagabati undertook to prepare an edition of this 

book. A copy was prepared by consulting the Puhis, one collected by 

Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami and the other by himself 28 

During the year 1917-18 the following works were completed. 

a) Construction of the own house of the Samiti : 

Till that time, the Samiti was not in a position to had its own house. The 

meetings of the Sarniti were held either at Curzon Hall or at Earle Law 

College, Guwahati .. During that year the Samiti undertook to construct a 

house on the site allotted by the Government of Assam for the Museum. 

In December,1916 a deputation of the Samiti waited on his honour, the 

Chief Commissioner, for permission to build a house on the site allotted 

for the Museum 29 and the Government was pleased to accord 

pernnss10n. 

A Sub Committee consisting of Mr. Jogendra Nath Barua, Rai Bahadur 

Bhuban Ram Das, Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami and Munshi Azizur 

Rahman formed to construct a house on the site approved by the 

Government. A plan of the house had been prepared and one Acbyutananda 

Choudhury had been given a contract to build it for Rupees 2100/-. The 

contractor gave a written agreement to complete the house within the time 

frame and the work was completed 30
. The completion of the construction of 

the house removed a long want of the Samiti. The house was divided in to 

two rooms. The western room would be used as a sort of strong room for 
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depositing valuable historical relics and the other room would be used as 

office. The dimension of the house was 36 feet x 18 feet.. Mr. Jogendra Nath 

Barna supervised the construction works. The Samiti made an attempt for 

collection of articles of historical interest, but as the financial condition was 

not sound it was not progressed as per its expectations. 

b) Preparation of a list of articles of historical interest. 

The Samiti requested some gentlemen to furnish it with a list of such 

articles in different parts of greater Guwahati town area. The Samiti was 

informed about some of the objects and it was decided that as soon as the 

building of the Samiti completed the objects would be collected and preserved. 

In another attempt the Samiti applied to the government for the temporary use 

of a house to store such objects but as the Government was not in favour of 

making any temporary arrangement, the articles could not be collected. The 

Chief Commissioner was in opinion that as the objects were of historical 

interest and mostly of them were the Puthis, and as there was no fire proof 

building available at that time, no temporary arrangement was possible. 31 

c) Exploration : 

i) Kannachal ruins. 

There was a hillock to the east of the Navagraha temple. Chandra Nath 

Sarma and Hem Channdra Goswami received information about the existence 

of two Shiva Lingums. They visited the place. The place was covered with 

thick jungle, and they could only discover a few broken bricks and stones and 
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also two Shiva Lingums embedded in earth. The place was cleared of its jungle 

at the expenses of the Samiti, and big chiseled stones and bricks of huge 

dimensions each measuring 181 xl21 x7' and weighting about thirty Seers 
32 had 

been found lying scattered all over the place. There was a hollow ground of 

about fifteen feet diameter in the centre of the hill and at a little distance from 

this place there were three Shiva Lingums one in a broken state and two in very 

d f . 33 goo state o preservatiOn . 

ii) Sarania Hill ruins. 

This hill lay at a distance of about two miles from Gauhati. The Samiti 

cleared its top with the result that two big stone slabs, cut with lotuses of eight 

petals each had been found there besides some broken bricks scattered all over 

the place at some distance from this ruin. There was fine cut figure of a 

Ganesha and all sides of that figure there were numerous mystic diagrams of 

various shapes and sizes. 

iii) Ancient Site of a Ruined City: 

The Samiti also found a place towards north east of the Sarania Hill at a 

distance of about three miles from Gauhati about a square mile in area which 

seems to had been in laid throughout with bricks about three feet deep. That 

place was hemmed in all sides by small hillocks and looks like strong natural 

fort and the Samiti thought that the place might have been the site of an ancient 

town might be that of Pragjyotishpur of Mahabharata fame. Keeping the 
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importance of archaeological excavation to reveal more information the 

Superintendent of Archaeological Survey of India, Eastern Circle was 

addressed through the Director of Ethnography to kindly visit those interesting 

ruins and favour the Samiti with advice and suggestions. 34 

iv) Inauguration of the Samiti's House 

The major work during the session 1917-18 was the completion of 

construction of the house of the Samiti. The house with the out house was 

completed in August, 1917. A General Meeting was held in the open ground in 

front of the house for the purpose of formally opening it. The Hon'ble Lt. Col. 

P.R.T. Gurdon C.S.I presided at the meeting and opened the padlock of the 

house. He also read a very interesting paper on "The Tezpur Rock Inscription". 

Many leading European and Indian gentlemen attended the meeting. 35 

v) Collection of articles of Historical interest: 

Some stone images lying in the Curzon Hall were removed to the new 

house and the stone image lying in the Verandah of the office room of the 

Personal Assistant of the Commissioner had also removed there with the 

permission of the Commissioner. On the top of the Rakhyasini hill near 

Soalkuchi 36 some broken piece of bricks were found, it was brought and 

preserved in the Samiti. 

Exploration and visit to Rakhyasini hill. 
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The Samiti requested the Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey 

of India, Eastern Circle to visit the sites of Saraniya and Kannachal hill ruins. 

Mr. Pandey, the Assistant Superintendent of the department came and visited 

the site. The superintendent had written to the honorary Director of 

Ethnography, Assam, expressing his inability to undertake the exploration 

'within the viable time as his hand was full with excavation work already 

started'. The Samiti however intended to took up the work of excavating the 

ruins of Saraniya hill. 

Thereafter, sduring the year 1917-18, Chandranath Sarma, Hemchandra 

Goswami and Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswara Bhattacharya lead a visit to the 

top of Rakhyashini hill, in the middle of the Brahmaputra above Soalkuchi 

village. They started their journey with a boat. As there was no road to the hill, 

they took the help of a cultivator to reach the top. They climbed up the hill 

with great difficulty and found there a hollow like that on the top of Kannachal 

and Saraniya hill. There was a big cave in the centre of which there were three 

pieces of a stone slate. They went inside the cave but did not find anything of 

historic interest 37 

Compilation of Yogini Tantra: 

His Highness the Maharajah of Cooch Behar, kindly agreed to publish 

this book at his expense. Pandit Hemchandra Goswami was editing it and as 

soon as it was complete it would be sent to Khan Choudhury Amanatullah 

Ahmad, a member of His Highness Council. The Sanskrit portion had been 
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corrected with the help of Pandits and it was expected that the book would be 

ready for print within two months. 

Hara Gauri Sambad had been complied and edited by Lakhikanta Misra 

and the Samiti intended to take the publication of this book as soon as 

"bl 38 pOSSl e. 

During the year 1918-19 the huge figure of Mahadeva with ten hands 

and the stone gate were removed from the bunglow of Mr. Sudmerson 39 and 

placed in the compound of the Samiti and a few other stone sculptures were 

collected. The beautiful curved stone found in the bunglow of Deputy 

Commissioner, Kamrup had with his permission been removed to Samiti's 

house. The Samiti also received the permission of the Deputy Commissioner to 

remove the stone inscription from the compound of the Cercuit House. The 

stone slab with inscription on both sides found in the commissioner's bunglow 

was also removed to the Samiti's premises. This inscription had not been 

deciphered yet. 

Publication of Books 

The Samiti undertook the printing of a very interesting Buranji Puthi 

found by Panditt Hemchandra Goswami in the library of late Yubraj Keshab 

Kanta Singha of Gauhati. It dealt with the earlier periods of Ahom History 

down to the reign of King Gadadhar Singha. The Puthi was written on sanchi 

bulk. Portions of this book had been prescribed in Assamese Vernacular, for 

the B.A. Examination of the Calcutta University. 40 
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Exploration: 

As a routine activity, a party consisting of the following gentlemen 

visited North Guwahati with a view to see if there were any relics of historical 

interest: 

Hemchanndra Goswami 

Jogendra Nath Barua ( E.A.C.) 

Bishnu Ram Medhi 

Sishir Kumar Barua 

Sonaram Choudhury 

Jogendra Nath Barua (Pleader) 

They found many interesting stone cut curving and inscriptions there, 

the most interesting of which was a Pre Ahom Inscription in Sanskrit recording 

the defeat of the Mahommadans in 1127 (1206A.D.) 41 This evidently refered 

to the defeat of Bukhtear Khilji at the hand of the King of Kamata who was 

then rulling over the track between Barnadi on the east and Karotoya on the 

west. Mr. Sishir Kumar Barna read a paper on those carving. On the request of 

the Samiti the hillock, Kannachal has been declared to be protected under the 

ancient monument preservation act, 1904.42 The Samiti further moved the 

government through the Deputy commissioner to preserve Rakhyashini hillock 

and Saraniya hill ruins under the same Act. 

Library of the Samiiti : 
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The Samiti had started a library and some interesting books had been 

purchased at a cost of rupees 122/-. Mr. Lila Ram Das, son of late Bhuban Ram 

Das Rai Bahadur had made a present of Encyclopadia to the Samiti. The Samiti 

conveyed its best thanks. The Government was approached for present of all 

the monographs and also for a regular supply of a copy of the "Assam 

Gazette" and of the general Administration Report. The Samiti received the 

following monographs from the Assam Secretariat Book Depot: The Garos, 

the Kacharis, the Lushai Kuki Class, the Mikir, the Meithis, the Naga Tribes of 

Manipur, the Khasis and supplied with a copy of the Assam Gazette. On the 

budget of the year 1919-20 an allotment of one hundred rupees had been made 

for purchase of books. The library was open to all the members. Mr. Mahi 

Kanta Sarma, Vyakarantirtha Sastri was appointed as Honorary Librarian by 

the Samiti. 43 Representatives of the Samiti had been to Mrs. Tunstall's Indigo

Planttion at Lanka, Assam Bengal Railways for a very valuable inscribed stone 

slab, and to Dibrugarh for a Vishnu image. Excursions had been made to the 

ancient royal families of Rani and Dimarua, which resulted in the acquisition 

of certain relics for the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 

Transcribed Manuscripts: 

The Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti had in its library several 

transcriptions of valuable manuscripts, Puthis and books. They were made 

chiefly because the originals could not be acquired by the Samiti or because 
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the original manuscripts were too delicate and worn out be handled with safely. 

The Samiti made the following transcriptions 44
: 

1. Yogini Tantra 

11. Hara Gauri Sambad 

111. Assam Buranji ( From the earliest time to the reign of 

Gadadhar Singha) 

iv. Historicalletters 

v. Hari Vamsa 

v1. Rani-Raj vamsavali 

v11. Assam Buranji (From earliest time to 1526 A.D) 

vm. Assam Buranji (dealing with war of Ahom Kings) 

IX. Guru Charita (life of Sankaradeva in Assamese Verse) 

x. Dr. Wade's History of Assam 

XI. Dr. Wade's Geography of Assam 

xu. History of Ancient Kamarupa 

xm. Buchanan Hamilton's Commerce with Assam 

xiv. Patcha- Buranji ( A History of the Emperors of Delhi m 

Assamese). 

Publications 

For want of sufficient funds the Samiti was not able to make a good 

progress in the field of publication. However, inspite of the constraints the 

following pamphlets and volumes were published till 1993.45 
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1. Prospectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti ( December, 

1914) 

n. Rules of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti (April, 1916) 

m. The Work of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. ( 1920 ) 

IV. Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

(1927) 

v. Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

(1931) 

VI. Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 

(1937) 

vu. Journal of the Assam Research Society Started from 1933. 

vm. Purani Asom Buranji (ed) Hemchandra Goswami. (1922) 

IX. Patcha- Buranji (ed) Surya Kumar Bhuyan (1935) 

x. Antiquities of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti (ed) S. Kataki 

(1939) 

XI. A Bibliography of the Works of late Pandit Hemchandra 

Goswami (1931) (ed) D.Goswami & S.Kataki. 

xu. Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswaracharya (in Assamese) 

K. C. Bhattacharyya, ( 1928) 

xu1. Abhinandan Bharati ( Professor K.K. Handique felicitation 

Volume) 1982 (ed) B.N.Sastri & P.C.Choudhury 

XIV. Ananda- Lahari (ed) B.N. Sastri and P.C.Choudhury (1983) 
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xv. Descriptive Catelogue of Manuscripts. (ed) D. Chutia (1984) 

xv1. Readings in the History and Cultures of Assam (ed) D.Chutia, 

(1984) 

xvn. A Source book of Archaeology of Assam and other states of 

North Eastern India (ed) D.Chutia (1984) 

xvm. Benudhar Sarma co-mmemoration Volume (ed) G.N.Bhuyan 

and D.Chutia.(1967) 

xix. A Souvenir Volume of the Journal of the Assam Research 

Society, 1978. (ed) P.C.Choudhury (1978) 

xx. Hara Gauri Sambad (ed) B.N. Sastri 

xx1. Proceedings and Transaction of the Seminar 1982. 

xxn. The Diamond Jubilee Souvenir (ed) D. Sarma, 1973. 

xxm. The Platinum Jubilee Souvenir (ed) D.Chutia, 1993. 

In addition to the above the Samiti brought out and dedicated from time 

to time special issues of its organ, the journal of the Assam Research Society, 

as commemoration/ felicitation volume of which mention may be made of the 

following. 46 

1. Kanak Lal Barua co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xiii, 1959. 

n. Hemchandra Goswami co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xiv, 1960 

111. Kali Ram Medhi co-mmemoration volume , Vol. xv, 1963 

IV. Birinchi Kumar Baruah co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xvi, 

1964. 
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v. Banikanta Kakati co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xvii, 1966 

v1. Uma Kanta Goswami co-mmemoration volume, Vol.xviii, 1968. 

vu. Nanda Talukdar co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xxvii, 1983 

vn1. Dibakar Goswami co-mmemoration volume, Vol.xxviii, 1984-85 

1x. Premadhar Choudhury co-mmemoration volume, Vol. xxxi, 

1989-90. 

x. Raj Mohan Nath co-mmemoration volume, Vol.xxxiii, 1994. 

Exhibition: 

By the year 1930 another aspect of the Samiti' s activities was started. It 

was the demonstration through lantern slides, for that purpose thirty five 

lantern slides on the Assam's antiquities including specimens of royal apparel, 

ancient pottery, image of stone or bronze, facsimiles of stone inscriptions, 

archaeological ruins, ancient coins, ancient paintings and old manuscripts etc. 

were prepared. Two lantern lecture demonstrating these slides were arranged 

one in a meeting at Cotton College and the other in the Curzon Hall, Guwahati. 

Gradually the number of such slides increased and the Samiti used to 

participated in the exihibition held at Sibsagar where it exhibits attracted public 

attention. Subsequently the Samiti arranged an exhibition of its collection in 

Panbazar Girls' High school, Guwahati.47 

Deputation for Collection of Historical Relics: 

The question of the extreme desirability of deputing a gentleman to 

various parts of the province for the purpose of collecting old historical relics 
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was first raised in a meeting of the Executive Committee held on 20th July, 

1929 by Surya Kumar Bhuyan, the then honorary Secretary of the Samiti. The 

executive committee accepted the proposal and a resolution were passed 

requesting the Government of Assam to arrange the deputation of Mr. 

Sarveswar Kataki for the purpose. 48 

After a series of correspondence with the Government; the Director of 

Public Instructions and the Inspector of Schools, the Samiti ultimately 

succeeded in procuring six weeks leave to Mr. Sarveswar Kataki on half pay. 

The Samiti sanctioned Rs. 265/- to cover the expenses of Mr. Kataki's 

deputation for one month. 49 

On completion of the deputation, the Samiti through Resolution No. 

vi( a) and (b) Date 5th June 1931 thanked the Director of Public Instructions for 

sanctioning leave to Mr. Sarveswar Kataki alongwith a list of the interesting 

articles collected. 50 

Preparation of Lantern Slides : 

Forty-five lantern slides of historical and antiquarian interests were 

made and added to the previous year's stock. With the help of these slides Mr. 

Sarveswar Kataki delivered lantern lectures on the antiquities of Assam in the 

Governor House, Shillong, Head Masters' and Deputy Inspectors' Conference, 

Jorhat Public Hall, Goalpara High School and in the Gauhati Mahila Samiti 

Exhibition Ground. 

Publication of Articles : 
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i) A valuable article written by Sarveswar Kataki on 

Antiquities of Assam illustrating some of the articles 

deposited in the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was 

published in the famous journal of the Indian Historical 

Quarterly Volume vi No.2. 

ii) A series of Articles written by Sarveswar Kataki have 

been published in A wahan, vol.ii with illustrations of 

some of the Articles preserved in the Samiti. 

Delegates to the Oriental Conference: 

In response to the Secretary Oriental Conference, Surya Kumar Bhuyan 

and Sarveswar Kataki attended as delegates of the Samiti in the sixth sitting of 

the oriental Conference held at Patna in December, 1930 51 In 1931 Dibakar 

Goswami and Hari Mohan Das attended the 7th Session of All India Oriental 

Conference at Baroda at their own expenses. 

Collection of Historical Articles : 

On receipt of the information regarding the existence of some extensive 

ruins of ancient buildings in the hills near Numaligarh Tea Estate in the 

Golaghat Sub Division, the Executive Committee deputed Mr.Sarveswar 

Kataki, the then honorary Assistant Secretary of the Samiti to visit the locality 
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and to collect relics there from. In March 1935, Mr. Kataki visited the site and 

amongst a large number of curved stones, sculptures and structural remains 

that he found scattered over the place, he was able to select and remove to the 

Museum of the Samiti the following seven specimens. 52 

i) One Elephant engraved stone measuring roughly 3feet x 2.6 feet. 

ii) One lotus engraved stone measuring roughly 

iii) One Trident or I antra 

2 feet x 1.6 feet. 

3 feet x 2 feet. 

iv) One slab of stone with human figure curved on it 4 feet x 2 feet. 

v) One slab of stone with human figure curved on it 4 feet x 2.6 feet 

v) One Nataraja figure of Shiva 2 feet x 3.5 feet. 

vi) One inscribed stone 3 feet x 3 feet. 

Among other collections made during the year 1934-37 the following may be 

mentioned 53
. 

i) One slab of inscribed stone found m the yard of Deputy 

Commissioner's compound 

ii) One monkey sculpture found in the back yard of the Deputy 

Commissioner's compound. 

iii) One Kekora Dolar Dhekar 54 acquired by Mr. Sarat Chandra 

Goswami, Inspector of Schools, from one Maulavi Abdur 

Rahman, Assistant teacher, Govt. High School, Jorhat. 
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iv) A few spectmen of potteries found by late A.J.W. Millroy, 

Deputy conservator of Forest, Assam on the left bank of river 

Bhoroli in Darrang district. 

v) One iron cannon ball belonging to one Mr. Pahbar Gogoi of 

Sibsagar. 

vi) One Chutiya armlet presented by Mr. E.F. Lydall, I.C.S, who 

found it in the jungle close to Nizamghat, Sadiya. 

vii) One ancient copper piece- presented by Mr. J.H. Grace, the then 

Political Officer, Sadiya. 

viii) A Part of iron armour- belonging to Porga raj family (Rangpur) 

received from Nagendra Nath Choudhury, Zamindar, Lakhipur. 

ix) Some cannon balls- presented by Mr. Lakhinath Das, M.Sc. 

Superintendent, Water Works, Gauhati. 

x) A piece of crest glass stone brought from Mikir hills by Mr. 

Sarveswar Kataki. 

xi) An old brick from Mikir hill by Mr. Sarveswar Kataki. 

xii) Ten silver coins with Persian inscriptions purchased for Rupees 

ten for the Samiti from one Amrit Kanta Borah of North 

Gauhati. 

xiii) Six silver coins purchased for rupees five for the Samiti from 

Mr. Jiban Chandra Sarma Daloi of Madhab Temple, Hajo, five 

of them been Persian inscriptions and one was an Ahom coin. 
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xiv) Three paintings depicting-

a) Naga hill tribes 

b) The Kareng Ghar 

c) Jai-deol drawn and presented by Narendra Nath Uzir, a 

student of Cotton College, Gauhati. 

The Museum Issue: 

Since its inception as indicated earlier, the Samiti aimed at having a 

Museum established at Guwahati for collection, preservation and exhibition of 

antiquities bearing on the history and culture of the land. But as it was found 

impracticable to have the Museum established by its own efforts in view of its 

inadequate fund position and other limitations, the Samiti endeavoured since 

1916 to get the Museum established by the Government of Assam 55 

Commenting on the allocation of fund for the proposed Museum N.E. 

Parry, then officiating Commissioner noted on his official draft as-

"The Museum is a luxury and I do not see how we can possibly provide 

fund for it next year budget. I imagine also that we can get as perfectly 

well without a museum at all and that it would not be justifiable to 

spend money on temporary accommodation, for the very few object that 

we have got at present for the Museum." 56 

Further to that, A.W. Botham ,the then finance member wrote to Col. 

P.R.T. Gurdon vide Demy Official No. 6930 Date 2"d December 1914 as

"Will you please refer to your demy official No. 850 G dated the 13th 
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November 1914 regarding the Measum at Gauhati? In view of the financial 

position there is no immediate proposal of funds for the permanent Museum 

building being forthcoming and Sir Archdale Earle does not see any object in 

putting up a temporary building for the purpose. There is therefore no special 

urgency in the matter, but if you will be so good as to send up the project for 

administrative approval in the ordinary way. We can leave it to the Public 

Works Department to arrange for funds as circumstances permit after the rough 

project is approved" 57
• 

The Government at the persistent pressure from the Samiti conveyed its 

decision of agreeing in principle to the proposal for establishing a Museum at 

the present site (Assam State Museum Complex) 58 at a future date. But the 

Samiti preferred not to remain idle. It started collecting the antiquities 

wherever found. The objects thus collected were deposited in the western room 

of the Samiti's house completed by 1917 A.D. While declaring open this newly 

constructed house on 19th November, 1917 by Col. P.R.T. Gurdon the then 

Commissioner of the Assam Valley Districts and honorary Provincial Director 

of Ethnography in Assam, this scholar administrator hoped that- "this 

temporary building which will form, it is hoped, the nucleus of the Museum 

which it is proposed to establish in Gauhati"59
. Here indeed the Samiti got the 

nucleus of the Museum ran by the Samiti as its limb and enrolled with the 

Museum Association, London as an Institutional Museum in 1916 A.D. The 

Museum of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was first represented in the 
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Conference of the Museum Association held at New Castle-Upon-Tyre in July 

1937, by. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, who was in London at that time 60
. 

But the move to get the Assam Provincial Museum established at 

Guwahati was still a far cry till the thirties of the last century when endeavour 

were geared up under the stewardship of the Late Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal 

Barna, who happened to be the guiding spirit of the Samiti as its President for 

about twelve years (from 1928 till his death on January 8, 1940). Rai Bahadur 

Barna took up the establishment of the proposed Museum as the mission of his 

life. With a view to involving the people with it, he set about collecting funds 

for the Museum Committee and thus collected about eighteen thousand rupees 

for the construction of the Museum building. Rai Bahadur Naupat Rai Kedia 

was the principal donor to the Museum fund. Besides the Samiti took bold 

decision (i) to appoint a Curator for the Museum of the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti and (ii) to start construction of the Museum building. The Executive 

Committee in its meeting held on 1st June, 1936 confirmed the selection and 

decided to appoint Premadhar Choudhury as the Curator of the Museum. 

Later he was sent on deputation to Calcutta Museum for training and during 

that period he was given a pay of seventy-five rupees only. 

The Government of Assam, by a resolution dated June 20, 1930 

constituted the Board of Trustee to look after the management of the Museum 

to be known henceforth as the Assam Provincial Museum with Rai Bahadur K. 

L. Barua K.C:I. as its President and with the following members: 
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i) The Honorary Provincial Director, Ethnography and the 

Honorary Director of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, 

Assam.- Ex-officio Members. 

ii) The Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey of India, 

Eastern Circle - Ex Officio member. 

iii) Three members to be nominated by the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti. 

iv) Rai Bahadur Naupat Rai Kedia, Principal donor and one of his 

nommee. 

v) Two members to be nominated by the Government of Assam 

from the Surama Valley. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti in a General meeting held under the 

presidentship of Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua on 26 January, 1939 elected 

Maulavi S.D. Mahibullah, Jogendranath Barua and Rai Bahadur Kali Ram 

Medhi as the Samiti' s representatives to the Board of Trustee 61
• The General 

Body meeting also authorized the Executive Committee to hand over "all 

articles preserved in the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti Mustum, except the 

library books, the manuscripts collected by the Samiti and the transcribed 

copies of the manuscripts" to the Museum authorities. The Executive 

Committee resolved to carryout the resolution of the General meeting on 30th 

July 1939. The Executive Committee also approved the idea of publishing the 

list of antiquities before it was sent for preservation in the newly established 
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Museum building. Accordingly Mr. Sarveswar Sarma Kataki the honorary 

Asst. Secretary incharge of the Samiti published a list on 31st December 1938 

as Antiquities of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 
62 

The Assam Provincial Museum was established on 21st April, 1940 by a band 

of selfless workers of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti or the Assam Research 

Society, Gauhati., the only institute at that time which, undertook researches in the 

history and culture of this part of the country, particularly Assam. This non 

government Museum was housed for some time in the sma11 building of the Samiti; 

later on through public contributions a brick building was constructed ( the central 

part of the existing complex) and it was inaugurated by Sir Robert Neil Reid, the then 

Governor of Assam. As said above the museum was started with the collection of the 

Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti which numbered as fo11ows 63 
: 

List of Antiquities Handed over to Assam Provincial Museum 

Table- V 

Sl. Nos. Description Quantity 
1 Stone Articles 86 

2 Metal Articles 30 

3 Wooden Articles 08 

4 Terracotta Sculptures 18 

5 Earthen Pot and Potteries 46 

6 Textiles of the Ahom period 36 

7 Ethnographical Articles 19 

8 Coins 33 

9 Miscellaneous Articles 25 
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Besides, two hundred thirty six(236) Sanchi bark manuscripts 64 were 

also handed over to the Museum authority collected through government 

initiative and preserved at Samiti's library 

In addition to above seventy-four European coins were also handed over 

to the Museum for preservation. The details of the coins were as follows: 
65 

List of Foreign Coins handed over to the Museum 

Table-VI 

Sl. No Name of the Country Quantity 

1 England 11 

2 Germany 08 

3 Italy 11 

4 France 09 

5 Holland 09 

6 Switzerland 09 

7 Belgium 11 

8 Ceylon 06 

Besides, some Ahom coins, which were in possession of the Samiti, were also handed 

over to the Museum for preservation. The following table indicates the same. 
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Ahom Coins Handed over to the Museum 

Table-VII 

Sl. Name of Kings and queens Description Saka Era 
No 
1 Rudra Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1622 

2 Rudra Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1629 

3 Siva Singha and Phuleswari A Silver Rupee Coin 1647 

4 Siva Singha and Phuleswari A Silver Rupee Coin 1648 

5 Siva Singha and Pramatheswari A Silver Rupee Coin 1652 

6 Siva Singha and Ambika Devi A Silver Rupee Coin 1654 

7 Rajeswar Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1687 

8 Rajeswar Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1688 

9 Lakshmi Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1694 

10 Lakshmi Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1696 

11 Gaurinath Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1716 

12 Gaurinath Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1717 

13 Kamaleswar Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1720 

14 Siva Singha A Silver Rupee Coin 1637 

15 Chandrakanta Singha A portion of a Silver Coin No date 

(damaged) found 
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Seminars and Talks: 

In spite of the fact that the Samiti had to passed through some critical 

times (which fortunately it survived) the Samiti was able to see its Platinum 

Jubilee celebrated with pomp in January 29-31, 1993. The Samiti celebrated its 

Diamond Jubilee on 1973. The Samiti as usual organized periodical seminars 

and lectures by distinguished scholars during the last three decades. The details 

of such activities will be discussed in the next chapter. 

Besides organizing seminars at national or regional level of its own the 

Samiti collaborated with the Directorate of Museums, Government of Assam 

and took active part in holding of the national academic societies in the field of 

indology as may be noted below 66 

1. xvi Annual conference of the Indian Archaeological Society 

xi Annual conference of Indian Society for Pre historic and 

Quaternary studies, and 

viii Annual Conference of Indian history and culture Society. 

The conference of these learned societies were held jointly at Guwahati on 

December 8-11, 1984 under the auspices of the Directorate of Museums, 

Assam and the Samiti was a co-host. The Samiti on this occasion brought out 

two prestigious volumes viz. 

i) Readings in the history and Culture of Assam, and 

ii) A Source book of Archaeology of Assam and other states 

of North Eastern India. 
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2. LXXIV Annual Conference of the Numismatic Society of 

India, held at Guwahati on December 5-7, 1986 under the 

auspices of the Directorate of Museums, Assam where the 

Samiti was a co- host. 

3. xiv Annual Conference of the Epighaphic Society of India, 

held at Gauhati on December 8-10, 1987, under the auspices 

of the Directorate of Museum, Assam where also Samit was a 

co-host. 

4. The Samiti has organized a special seminar on studies in the 

History and Culture of North Eastern India to mark the 

occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the Gauhati 

Sahitya Sabha, at their request on 13th December 1988. 

5. The Samiti, while extending full co-operation to the 

Directorate of museum, Assam in celebrating the Golden 

Jubilee of the Assam State Museum (Formerly the Assam 

Provincial Museum) Participated in the celebrations by 

bringing out a special volume by way of paying homage to 

the founder Curator of the Museum of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti late Premadhar Choudhury, subsequently 

styled the Assam Provincial Museum ( The present Assam 

State Museum). In a sense, the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 



266 

can rightly claim to be called as the parent of the Assam State 

Museum 67
• 

6. A two day seminar on "The Concept and development of 

Saktism in Assam : Early and medieval periods" held under 

the auspices of the Samiti to mark the anniversary meeting of 

1991.68 

During the last eighty-one year of its existence, the Samiti had made 

spectacular achievements in acquiring and disseminating knowledge on the 

history and cultural heritage of this part of the country towards the fulfillment 

of its objectives by over coming considerable odds in the long course. 

Support Services: 

In the early stage, the Samiti not only collected but also 

encouraged individual scholars and members of the Samiti in deciphering rock 

and copperplate inscriptions. Thus we have the Kamarupa Sasanavali, a 

monumental anthology incorporating inter-alias, discussions on the rock and 

copper plate charters of the Kamarupa kings from Padmanath Bhattacharyya, 

Vidyavinod, an active member of the Samiti. 69 Similarly we have the Early 

History of Kamarupa from the mighty pen of Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua 

who for about a decade was the guiding spirit of the Samiti. Both Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya and Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua were greatly benefited from 

the materials collected by and in the name of the Samiti. Other individual 

scholars benefited from the Samiti were: 
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i) Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad, in writting the A 

History of Coach Behar ( Koch Beharer Itihas- in 

Bengali, Part I) 70 

ii) Prachyavidyarmaharnava Nagendra Nath Vasu in writing 

the the Social History of Kamarupa (in Three Volumes) 

iii) Professor Lakshminarayan Chatterji in translating in to 

English Banabhatta's Harshacharita. 

iv) Pandit Hemchandra Goswami in preparing a correct 

version of the Yoginitantra, and for his own writings. 

v) Umesh Chandra De in writing A Religious History of 

Assam. 

vi) Dr. Maheswar Neog in preparing Prachya Sasanavali. 

vii) Dr. Dimbeswar Sarma in compiling editing with English 

rendering the Kamarupa Sasanavali (published by 

Publication Board, Assam) in English. 

viii) Dr. Mukunda Madhava Sharma in editing and compiling 

with English translation and notes The Inscriptions of 

Ancient Assam. 

All these scholars were the active members of the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti. Scholars form various parts of the country, as well as, 

from out side India visited the Samiti in connection with their academic and 

research activities. At present many scholars from North East and other parts 
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of the country are also greatly benefited in their ventures from the Samiti's 

. 11 . 71 vanous co ect10ns. 

Constraints of the Samiti 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti is the first and foremost organization 

in the province with the distinct object of promoting historical research. 72 The 

object of the Samit well set forth in the rules of the Samiti. Rule 2 of the Samiti 

defines that the Samiti would have its jurisdiction for research work over the 

area formerly included in the sacred and ancient province of Kamarupa, now 

comprised within Assam, Eastern Bengal, North Bengal and Koch Behar. 

Research work would also be extended to any other parts of India if anything 

relating to ancient Kamarupa happened to be extent there in. The researches in 

matters relating to history, archaeology, ethnography etc. -all these usually 

comes under the purview of a Research Society and to collect books, 

manuscripts, coins, copperplates, statues, curved stones etc. i.e. the things that 

should find place in a library or in a Museum. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was engaged, practically in doing 

the work, which was elsewhere carried on under the auspices of Research 

Universities. 73 But the condition of general education, particularly the 

collegiate education and the study of history at the undergraduate level, would 

revel how difficult it was for progressing the historical research in this region 

during the beginning of the twentieth century. It was no small compliment to 

Sir Hennry Cotton that he laid of the college that was named after him at 
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Gauhati inspite of the constraints following the earthquake of 1897.73 Under 

the stewardship of Principal Sudmerson, the Cotton College made steady 

progress in University examinations. Sudmerson considered it 'not advisable 

nor practicable ' to impart instructions in all subjects permitted by the Calcutta 

University to follow the guidelines 'economically consistent with efficiency' 

as sought by then the Chief commissioner of Assam, Sir J.B.Fuller .74 

Earlier, Fuller suggested giving the undergraduate students a more 

practical and useful tum than which was offered by Arts colleges affiliated to 

Calcutta University. He wanted in F.A. course History and Deductive Logic in 

place of Classical language which was then taught rather superficially at the 

lower levet15 The Calcutta University authority, after necessary inspection, 

affiliation was granted to all the subjects except History and Logic. Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya, Professor of Sanskrit, who taught History read the subject up to 

F.A. examinations 76
• Sharp77 acquiesced in the exclusion of history in as much 

as not a single student took History in 1907, but enrolment in Logic (21) 

persuaded him to take early action for the appointment of a professor on the 

subject and to seek affiliation in Philosophy in B.A. examination in place of 

History.78 In the meantime, representatives poured in from the public of 

Gauhati , Jorhat. And Sibsagar urging that the Cotton College be affiliated to 

the pass standard in History and the honours courses to· the subject taught at the 

college in B.A. Examinations 79 Assam Banti80 the popular news paper of the 

state deplored "The people of Assam have a more refined taste for history then 
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any other nations in India. The rich store of history possessed by the Assamese 

testifies what great value they put upon history. The Assamese boys read 

history with great interest from their childhood. If the authorities take the 

trouble to enquire into schools and colleges, it will be found that the bulk of the 

students are taking, or are willing to take history. In the circumstances if 

history is not taught in the only college in the province it will do great harm to 

the students". 81 The pressing demand made by the public and the press led to 

the appointment of B.C.Sengupta as Professor of History in 1909. 82 And with 

the approval, made temporary appointments against minimum requirements of 

the teaching staff so as to raise the status of the Cotton College to the first 

grade with effect from the commencement of the session 1909-10. 83 

Thus one can observe that a research society was formed at the initiative 

of the scholars of Assam and Bengal, but there were acute shortage of persons 

from the discipline History. Geographically, historically, ethnographically and 

also from the strategic point of view, Assam occupies a unique position in the 

republic of India. But inspite of her importance, she could not be always in the 

limelight apparently because of the apathic attitude of the administrators, 

statesman and historians both foreign and Indians, for the easternmost part of 

India. 84 Gopinath Bardoloi, the Premier of Assam remarked "And I can tell 

you without encroaching on the field of antiquarian, archaeologist and 

epigraphist that Assam known as Pragjyotisha and Kamarupa and her people 
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were better known to the rest of India even from the prehistoric times you seen 

kn h . . d , 85 to ow t eu successiOn to- ay . 

However, though the initiative and inspiration of the scholars of Assam 

and Bengal resulted the establishment of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti it 

was not so easy to go ahead with its laid down activities due to certain 

constraints. 

The prospectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti m its special 

features mentioned: 

"But though similar in name the method of work has to be quite 

different from that followed by the V arendra Anusandhan Samiti. We have not 

here a personage of the stamp of Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray who would 

ungrudgingly beer every item of expenditure, however high that might be for 

the Samiti; and there is none here like Babu Akshay Kumar Maitreya 

Panchanana, who can guide the affairs of the Samiti with confidence. It. was 

therefore been thought advisable, for fund and for counsel, to seek for 

patronage of the high placed personages and to appoint as honorary members, 

• persons who have distinguished themselves in the field of researches".86 To 

fulfill the great ends of a research organization like the Kamarupa Anusandhan 

Samiti two things were necessary- men and money.87 At the same time though 

Assam was a vast and virgin field of research, historical investigation in an out 

-of-the-way place like Gauhati, was an uphill task for three principal reasons,-

paucity of source materials, absence of a good collection of printed books, and 
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the unavailability of persons to discuss matters with 88
• The purpose of the 

Samiti was to removed all those so that future workers may conduct with 

convenience and ease. 

The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was founded with twelve members. 

The initiative came from those persons who were not actually the bonafide 

resident of Assam. The first donor of the Samiti who laid the foundation of the 

fund was Babu Sasadhar Rai of Calcutta. Babu Annada Prasad Sen subscribed 

rupees fifty later on. He was Professor Padmanath Bhattacharyya ,Vidyavinod 

who first conceived the idea of forming the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti. 

The proposal to start a research society at the Kamakhya session of the North 

Bengal literary Society was made by Khan Choudhury Amanatullah Ahmad of 

Koch-Behar and supported by Rai Mritunjoy Chowdhury, M.R.A.S. of 

Rangpur and adopted unanimously.89 They were guided by the spirit because 

they feel proud of to be from the land of Kamarupa, the so caHed ancient 

Assam. The impact of Bengal on the life and culture of the Assamese was also 

not small. The process, which began since the closing years of the Ahom rule 

continued without any break till the close of the nineteenth century. Inspite of 

their animosity against linguistic domination, the intelligentsia was not slow in 

adopting Bengali dress, customs, usages and even food habits. To counteract 

the evils of westernization, even the orthodox section of the community who 

felt proud to show their common heritage with their progressive neighbours 

welcomed this. 90 As the Samiti was formed primarily at the initiative of the 
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Bengalis the Assamese counterpart from its germination itself took a different 

view, which can be observed from the following. 

The Kamakhya Session of the North Bengal Literary Society decided to 

establish the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti to investigate into the antiquities 

of Assam, which it was proposed, would undertake the publication of the 

inscriptions of Assam so far discovered with translation and prefaces m 

Bengali. Padmanath Bhattacharyya started with the limited objectives of 

acquainting the learned society of neighbouring Bengal with the history of 

Assam by introducing to it various events of Assam through articles written in 

Bengali.91 

The meeting resolved that Padmanath Bhattacharyya would initiate on 

behalf of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti a series of discussions on the 

inscriptions of ancient Kamarupa, so far discovered, and would serially publish 

them in different journals with Bengali translations, ultimately to compile a 

volume known as the Kamarupa Sasanavali. When the said compilation of the 

inscriptions was ready for publication, at per these were published in different 

journals 92 as earlier proposed, the Kamarupa Anusanndhan Samiti expressed, 

due to reason best known to it, its inability to publish it.93 Padmanath 

Bhattacharyya however, prevailed upon the Rangpur Sahitya Parisad to 

undertake his publication and subsequently Kamarupa Sasnavali by 

Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod published by Rangpur Sahitya Parisad 

in 1931. 
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In the General meeting on the 1 th June 1916 presided by the 

commissioner, Assam Valley District, for adoption of certain rules for working 

of the Samiti, some members desires that the name of the Samiti should be 

changed. After lot of discussions and deliberations it was finally decided that 

the name "Kamarupa Anusandhan" should be retained.94 However the rules 

framed for adoption with effect from 1st April, 1916 , Rule no.1 (Name) 

defines as: 

"The name of the research Society is the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, 

or the Assam Research Society, and the second title should be used along-with 

the first in all cases where there is the likelihood of the first not being readily 

understood".95 Certain rule for governance of the Samiti was against the 

sentiment of the non-Assamese who was even the pioneer in foundation of the 

Samiti. Regarding formation of the Executive Committee Rule 13 Para 3 

defines: 

"The remaining four members will be nominated by the old Executive 

Committee. The election and nomination should be conducted in such a way 

that at least two third of the members will be bonafide Assamese". 96 The term 

bonafide Assamese seemed to be applied as aboriginal Asamiya. This may be 

the reason that Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod skipped off himself 

from the management of the Samiti. 97 The Asamiya Bengali conflict, which 

has a century old history .98 
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Because of their education at the British sponsored missionary and 

government colleges, the Bengali Hindus apart from making in to various 

administrative positions entered modem profession also. By the opening of the 

twentieth century, the Bengali Hindu migrant group provided doctors, lawyers, 

teachers, journalists and clerks as well as government bureaucrats stood for the 

govemment.99 Since the late nineteenth century, educational elites in the 

Assamese society resented in Bengali domination in the administrative 

machinery 100 and more so attempts by the Bengali's to treat them as culturally 

inferior. 101 Despite the contributions of leading Bengali intellectuals in the 

discovery of Assamese classical literature, Buranjis ( as chronicles) and 

Assamese translation of Sanskrit poems, the legacy of their earlier drive 

towards 'Bengalization' of the Assamese persisted. 102 While in the twentieth 

century an Assamese middle class entered in to situations so far monopolized 

by the Bengali's 103 evidences indicated that non adoption of the Assamese 

language by the Bengali Hindus, almost the only migrant group also 

contributed to Assamese chauvinism. 104 Radhakanta Sarkar' s view in this 

episode may be reproduce as: 

"They (Bengalis) stay in Assam, but their minds wonder in Calcutta. 

They earn their livelihoods in Assam and secure their future by buying 

properties in West Bengal. A large section of the Bengalis residing in valley of 

Brahmaputra was extremely self centred. They are indifferent to the ups and 

down in the Assamese society. None of the societies can expect anything from 
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them as they do not have any distinct individuality as both the Assamese and 

the Bengalis despise them. 105 

As pointed out earlier, the Sarniti necessitated the sound financial 

support as well as experienced and interested members. A number of earnest 

and disinterested workers were the first desideratum. 106 The membership of the 

Samiti was contributory as defined in the rule 5. But due to non-payment of 

their subscriptions for 1916-17 more than half of the members dwindled. The 

year 1915 marked the enrolment of eighty-five members but in 1916-17 it 

came down to thirty six in accordance with rule No. 7. For proper functioning 

of the Samiti, in line with other research societies a set of rules were framed 

and adopted which came in force from 1st April, 1916. However strict 

compliance of the rules might result declining of members. Strict compliance 

of rules in case of an infant institution like Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti was 

not advisable if one may observe the ideology of Sir William Jones, the 

founder of the Asiatic society. 

In the inaugural address of the Asiatic Society, Sir William Jones 

expressed a strong feeling of disapprobation against an elaborate code of rules. 

He said "It may be advisable at first in order to prevent any difference of 

sentiment on particular points not immediately before us, to establish, but one 

rule namely, to have no rules at all". 107 He however qualified this by adding 

"This only I mean that in the infancy of any society, there ought to be no 

confinement, no trouble, no expense, no unnecessary formalities". 108 
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Regarding admission of the new member he said- "one thing only as essential 

to your dignity I recommend with earnestness-on no account to admit a new 

member who has not expressed a voluntary desire to became so; and in that 

case, you will not require, I suppose any other qualification than a love of 

knowledge and a zeal for the promotion of it". 109 

Though the number of the member of the Samiti was considerably 

better, there were no full time workers to devote wholeheartedly on fulfilling 

the objectives of the Samiti. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, in his annual Secretarial 

report ( 1926-27) of the Samiti quoted "at the same time it must be admitted, 

that as we are circumstanced at present, it will be difficult to get whole time 

workers, we must deprive ourselves of what leisure we get, in the interval of 

official or professional business to carry on the work of the institution. Those 

who are not prepared to go to that extent can at least help us by taking a keen 

interest in the progress of the institution, by sending us clues on information of 

any historic relic, and by becoming members". 1 10 

The first Executive committee of the Samiti was formed on the 1Oth 

November 1916, after a gap of almost four to five years. During that period 

there was no remarkable activities except publication of the Prospectus and 

Rules of the Samiti. For more than twenty years the activities and 

achievements of the Samiti was not known to public as there was no mouth 

piece or publication except the annual reports published without any limited 
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duration. Rai Bahdur Kanak Lal Barua B.L., F.R.E.S., Director of Industries, 

Assam while visiting Sarniti on 13th November 1922 remarked his opinion as: 

"It is a pity that a short account concerning the collection of old puthis 

and the pottery recovered in recent excavation has not yet been 

published for general information. It is not known the government 

officer deputed at public expense, what that officer did, but whatsoever 

he achieved should certainly be public property". 111 

The number of members enrolled with the Samiti was highest in 

Guwahati, i.e. Kamarup district and enrolments in other districts were low. 

There were very poor responses from the hill districts. It showed that the other 

districts of Assam were not equally involved. Mr. Chandradhar Barua formerly 

Member of the Council of State recorded his opinion in visitor's note while 

paying a visit to the Samiti on the 21st October 1925 as: 

"I am of opinion that the energetic people of the other districts of Assam 

can do a good deal to assist the Sarniti in this most useful work"112 

Sir M.V. Joshi kt. Formerly member of the Executive Council of his 

Excellency the Government of Central Provinces and Berar, on his visit to 

Sarniti as distinguished visitor noted: 

"The Samiti bids fair to do good work considering what it has already 

achieved. More Assamese gentlemen might take interest in it; very few 

do at present, and the Samiti would thus have greater chances of 

valuable finds of antiquarian interest". 113 
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Mr. Rohini Kumar Hatibarua, B.A, M.L.C while visiting Samiti recorded his 

opinion in the visitors note as: 

"The members of the Anusandhan Samiti deserve credit from the people 

of Assam for what they have done towards preserving the old relics of 

this ancient land of Kamarupa. But I regret to say that this Samiti has 

not yet been able to draw the kind attention of the public and the 

Government, and this is due more to apathy of the public and 

G d h +, 1 . . . " 114 overnment towar s sue a use1u mstltutlon . 

The above remarks clearly marked that the Samiti lacked public support. 

The nature of diverse category of source materials required special knowledge 

for identification and interpretation, which was generally not present with an 

individual. Moreover sources were scattered and scanty. The task was not only 

laborious but also expensive. The numbers of educated people were less and 

frankly speaking hardly there were few who had the genuine interest, not to 

talk of the illiterates but among the educated too. The means of communication 

was poor. We may be permitted to cite an example: On 4th April, 1941 Raj 

Mohan Nath, A.E.S., who was an active member of the Samiti, sent a tree 

fossil for Museum through rail, where Samiti paid freight charge of eight 

rupees fourteen annas. The same was brought to the Samiti by hiring a bullock 

cart, and labours were hired for helping, which cost nine rupees eight paisa for 

cart and ten rupees eight annas for labours. 115 
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Regarding the common interest, Kamrup and Goalpara districts were 

under the influence of Koch Kings hence they had contact with Bengal. 

Lakhimpur, Sibsagar and a major part of Nowgaon district were under the 

Ahoms. Thus not only geographically but culturally also there were differences 

among the people of Assam. Therefore the question of mass public support 

was only imaginary not always practical. However it may not be justified to 

say that there was total absent of interest. It was there; but the soil was not 

fertile and so no proper harvesting took place. 

The work of all such antiquarian institutions was bound to be 

imperceptible and slow. A lot of spadework has to be done, and a lot of 

correspondence has to be entered into before any historic article can be 

acquired for the museum or the library. There must be some one to give 

information regarding the existence of a historical relic, a cannon or a sword, a 

puthi or and image. The owner would be persuaded to part with it. Some body 

might be sent to acquire and bring it to the Samiti; or the owner requested to 

sent it. Moreover, the sentiments of the owners, naturally unwilling to part with 

family heirlooms. 116
• Thus many valuable source materials are still in private 

possession and the owners never disclose about the same. 

The Uttar Banga Sahitya Sanmelan held at Kamakhya in 1912 was 

attended by few Sanskrit scholars of Assam. It was not a general public 

conference to have the opinion of the common people. Though North Bengal 

was a part of ancient Assam there was Asamiya Bengali conflict of the 
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nineteenth and twentieth century 117
• The Assamese members present like 

Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswara Bhattacharyya, Kaviratna, Pandit 

Hemchandra Goswami, Pratap Chandra Goswami, Vidyaratna, Vidyavisharad, 

Dharmabhusan, Ananda Chandra Deva Goswami, Vedantavagisha , Taranath 

Kavyavinod and others were the renowned sanskrit scholars of that time who 

had their education in Bengal. Their views were quite different comparing to 

those of Assamese middle class. It is evident from the history of the inter 

community relations of the region that when educated elites of various 

communities find themselves competing with elites of other communities for 

resources they use issues related to ethnic and national identity to their 

advantage. 118 The Assamese Bengali conflicts of the nineteenth and twentieth 

century is an obvious example of this tendency. 119 It is true that a section of the 

Asamiya middle class had been acting in a chauvinistic manner and this has 

been reflected in the attitudes of their major organizations. Such chauvinism 

and big brotherly attitude affected all the non-Assamese communities. 

However, all of them never rose in revolt against Assamese chauvinism 120
• 

The Assamese intelligentsia in the nineteenth century, like their 

counterparts in other parts of British India was by and large the supporters of 

the British Raj 121
• But what it could not bear was the dominance of the Bengali 

in every sphere of the political and cultural life of the State. 122 A sense of 

insecurity and a fear of loss of identity made worried the Assamese middle 

class consciousness throughout the nineteenth century prompted the Assamese 
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critic to set up defensive fences to protect the identity of Assamese language, 

literature and culture. 123 However, Birendra Kumar Bhattacharyya 
124 

in his 

Dersha Basarar Asamiya Sanskritit Ebhumiki (Glimpses in to the hundred fifty 

years of Assamese Culture) has referred to the lack of self confidence amongst 

the Assamese middle class and its self preservative tendency. 125 That might be 

the drawback of acute shortage of devoted workers. Commenting on the 

shortcomings of the Samiti. Surya Kumar Bhuyan, Honorary Secretary in his 

annual report mentioned: 

"We want men to send us articles of historical interest or to give 

us clues that will enable us to trace them with the object of 

acquiring the same for the Samiti., permanently or temporarily. 

Besides we need the services of an enterprising and energetic 

traveling curator, who will go round to the interior parts of the 

province to acquire for the Samiti historical articles and puthis or 

to report on the same where the acquisition is impossible for the 

present" 126 

The enrolment of members within the jurisdiction (ancient province of 

Kamarupa, now comprised within Assam, Eastern and Northern Bengal and 

Koch Behar) of the Sarniti was not encouraging. Only few members were 

actively engaged with the mission of the Samiti. The organization of the Sarniti 

could not attract the Public interest in general and therefor~ it was confined 

within a circle of limited people. Sir Devaprasad Sarbadhikari, kt., M.A., 
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LL.D, C.E.E. formerly Vice Chancellor of the Calcutta University while 

visiting Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti on the 4th October 1925, wrote on the 

visitors note: 

"I was however filled with wonder and disappointment that the 

collection is not larger and more varied, considering the vast field in Assam 

awaiting scholarly examination in the department of antiquity and 

anthropology with his excellency the Governor of the province as patron with 

successive ministers and high officials as really sympathetic well wishers and 

with capable and helpful advice such as Mr. Dikshit and Mr. Rakhal Das 

Banerjee of the Archaeological department have from time to time been giving 

to the Samiti, its work should have no difficulty in growing from more to more. 

Better organization and more financial help are all that is needed". 127 

In his concluding Para he remarked-

" It is a pity that inter-district misunderstanding with some 

province should lead to the suspension of so necessary a scheme 

as a provincial museum and no efforts should be wanting to bring 

about a more correct understanding". 128 

His remarks revealed that during twentieth century there was inter

district conflict and mis-understanding. The fact might be that until 1826, only 

the Ahom kingdom was called Assam. The parts of Assam ruled by the Koch 

was called Kamatapur. Jaintia, Khasis, Nagas and so many other communities 

were allies or tributary rulers. Parts of lower Assam and Goalpara, which were 
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included in the Ahom kingdom in the sixteenth and seventeenth century, were 

culturally independent entities. The historical situation thus created a separate 

identity among the various population of Assam. Thus in the nineteenth and 

twentieth century the Assamese included only the intellectuals of the old 

districts of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur and parts Nagaon district. 129 Due to 

homogeneous cultural and social factors a sense of unity was lacking and 

fragile. 

The Samiti as a whole to depend on the financial grant provided by the 

state Government for its various developmental work. Income from other 

sources was meagre to undertake any plan and programme. No donation 

received from the local elites either in cash or kind. One might understand that 

the attachments of the common people were casual. Assamese gentlemen 

namely Rai Bahadur Manik Chandra Barna, Rai Bahadur Radhakant:a 

Handique and Bholanath Barna have donated generous} y for the establishment 

and development of various educational and socio cultural organizations 

founded during the beginning of the twentieth century. However we don't find 

such initiative and encouragement from the well to do section of the society. 

Lack of sufficient fund compels the Samiti not to take up any major plan. 

However, the financial s~ment shows that there was no deficit in the annual 

budget. The secretary of the Samiti late Chandra Nath Sarma in his report of 

1917-18 remarked: 
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"The financial condition of the Samiti has not permitted it to take 

up its work satisfactorily. The budget allotment for collection of 

articles was rupees fifty but the budget amount could not be spent 

for this work. The construction of the house swallowed up all the 

funds The construction of the house was completed in August 

1917 with the government grant of two thousand rupees and a 

personal loan of three hundred rupees from Maulavi Azizur 

Rehman" 130 

The Samit did not receive a positive response from Archaeological 

Survey of India, Eastern Circle for exploration and excavation work of 

Kannachal hill. The library of the Samiti statrted in 1918, purchased a stock of 

books of Rs. 122/- only. 131 The appointed librarian was an honorary member. 

After the First World War the economic impact of the war on Assam was 

indeed grave and far reaching. Assam also contributed Rs. 25000/- as war 

loans, Rs. 9 Lacs as war charities, donations for war weapons amounting to Rs. 

500001- and goods and materials worth Rs. 25000/-. 132 The government 

diverted all its resources to meet urgent and imperative needs. No fund was 

available for developmental works to improve th~ conditions of the people or 

to create employment opportunities for the growing number of educated youth. 

133 Due to financial stringency the government contribution of one thousand 

rupees was reduced to as six hundred in 1923. It further worsened the financial 

condition of the Samiti. 
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Sir M.V. Joshi remarked on the financial constraints of the Samiti as: 

"The greater the scope for work the greater would be call on the 

government and the people for funds. The government grant of 

rupees six hundred a year is barely enough for a beginning". 134 

Dr. J.H.Hutton, I.C.S. M.A., D.Sc., C.I.E. honorary Director of 

Ethnography, Assam, commented on the working of the Samiti as: 

''The nucleus is here of a really valuable collection, and one 

which would be truly representative of Assam. But its proper 

preservation is hopelessly handicapped by want of funds. The 

collection has been started by private enterprise, and the 

members of the society have enthusiasm, but few resources; and 

unless something is done by Government there is a danger of the 

more precious objects in the collection deteriorating from the 

absence of adequate protection. The Puthis and Buranjis are 

ought to be in air tight cases, and the illustrated ones ought to be 

between the glass sheets, so that they can be handled without 

being damaged. All this needs money, and the only remedy that I 

can see it to push the construction here of a provincial Museum 

and the appointment of a permanent Curator, who should have 

had sound training in his work". 135 

His Excellency Sir John Henry Kerr, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., I.C.S., 

Governor of Assam while visiting Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti on 
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19th December 1922 noted his remarks on the visitors note reproduced 

below. 

"Progress is hampered by want of funds and I am afraid that in 

the present financial situation it is impossible for me to promise 

any immediate assistance from the government. This deserving 

institutions should however be remembered by the education 

Department when more times come". 136 

G.A. Small, Esq, B.A., I.E.S., Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley 

Division remarked as visitor of the Samiti : 

It is a pity that the institution has not sufficient funds to permit of 

providing accommodation for all the inscribed stones, many of 

them are exposed to wind and rain". 137 

On 251
h August, 1923 , Umakanta Goswami, Honorary Secretary of the 

Samiti; submitted an application to the Under Secretary to the 

Government of Assam, with the annual report of 1922-23. In the 

application he quoted-

"The number of members of the Samiti is ninty one. We are sorry 

to state that the annual grant of Rs. 1000/- sanctioned by the 

government in the current financial year been reduced to Rs. 

600/-. It is feared that this reduction of grant will seriously 

hamper the progress of the Samiti. Now we have been led to 

depend more on donation and subscriptions. We trust we have 
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been able sufficiently to impress the public with the importance 

of this institution. So as to secure for it a claim upon the 

generosity of all lover of art and education of this province". 138 

The Executive Committee of 251
h August 1923, under the Presidentship 

of Satyanath Bora, adopted two resolutions and submitted to the 

Government of Assam supported by an application. 

Resolution No. 2 

"It is proposed by Rai Bahadur R.N. Phukan and supported by 

Mr. Satyanath Bora that the Government of Assam be requested 

to make a grant of rupees one thousand for building a Strong 

Room for storage of valuable articles in possession of the 

Samiti". 

Resolution No. 3 

"It is proposed by Rai Bahadur R.N.Phukan and supported by Sjt 

Satyanath Bora that in consideration of the most important works 

of research undertaken by the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti the 

Government of Assam be requested to reconsider the present 

orders for reducing the grant to the Samiti to rupees six hundred 

and to make it rupees one thousand as usual". 139 

In reply to the said application the Under secretary to the Government of 

Assam replied to the honorary Secretary Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti as : 

"Sir, 
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I am directed to inform to your letters No. 152 of 16.11.23 

and 153 of 17.11.23 and to say that the Government of 

Assam regret that they are unable to give .any additional 

grant to the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti." 140 

Reduction of government contribution to the Samiti hampered a lot of 

developmental work. The collection of antiquities increased day by day and 

there was no proper accommodation for that. The government of Assam was 

not in a position to construct a Museum due to financial crisis. Moreover it 

seemed that the British administration was not very interested for that as some 

years ago a Museum was established at Dacca (5th March 1913) at the initiative 

of His Excellency Lord Carmichael, Governor of New Bengal Presidency. His 

Excellency was pleased to grant a donation of two thousand rupees to cover the 

initial expenditure on the proposed Museum. The proposal to start a Museum 

at Dacca was first mooted in the autumn of 1909, in connection with the 

proposed transfer of the Shillong coin cabinet to Dacca, the then capital of 

Eastern Bengal and Assam, and as the result of a letter which was submitted to 

the Director of Public Instructions, Eastern Bengal and Assam, by the honorary 

Secretary of the Museum, in the former capacity of honorary Numismatist to 

the local government. Sir Lancelot Hare, Lieutenant Governor of Eastern 

Bengal and Assam passed orders that a site for a museum at Dacca should be 

chosen. 141 Though there was no immediate action, when the proposal for 

starting a university at Dacca brought the matter again in prominence. A public 
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meeting held on 25th July 1912, attended by His Excellency the Governor of 

new Bengal presidency Lord Carmichael and lady Michael a room in the 

secretariat, Commissioner of the Dacca Division to Government was 

temporarily allotted to the museum. After some further discussion the creation 

of a Museum at Dacca was formally approved by the Governor in Council in 

the Gazette of 5th March, 1913 142
. 

The official note of N.E. Parry, the then officiating Chief Commissioner 

to the financial department highlighted the interest of the government 

regarding construction of a Museum at Gauhati.. He noted: 

"The museum is a luxury and I do not see how we can 

possibly provide funds for it next year. I imagine also that 

we can get as perfectly well without a museum at all, and 

that it would not be justifiable to spend money on 

temporary accommodation for the very few objects that 

we have got at present for the museum." 143 

To get the Museum established by the government was still a far cry till 

the thirties of the twenty first century. When endeavor were geared up under 

the stewardship of late Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua , who happened to be the 

guiding spirit of the samiti as its president for about twelve years. He took up 

mission of his life with a view to involving the people with it; he set about 

collecting funds for the Museum Committee and thus collected about rupees 

eighteen thousand for the construction of the museum building. The 
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government comes forward with an offer of annual grant of rupees 1200/

towards the pay of the newly appointed Curator and to meet other expenses in 

this connection. The Government wanted that the management of the Museum 

be placed under the Honorary Provincial Director of Ethnography, leaving the 

Curator of the Museum under the control of the Samiti. The Samiti rejected the 

the suggestion and demanded that "the Museum should be purely a 

government institution, but its management should be left with the Board of 

Trustee instead of leaving the same under the control of any individual 

person" 144 

The Government bowed down at last, and agreed to place the 

management of the proposed Assam Provincial Museum under the control of 

the Board of Trustee. The government of Assam by a resolution dated June 30, 

1939 constitutes the board of Trustee to look after the management of the 

museum with Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna as its President. The General 

meeting of the Samiti elected Maulavi S.D. Muhibullah, Jogendranath Barna 

and Kaliram Medhi as the Samiti's representatives to the Board of Trustees. 

But before the formal inauguration of the Assam Provincial Museum, the 

sudden death of Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna on January 8, 1940, at Calcutta 

was indeed a great loss of the Samiti, his demises create a void. 

To make necessary correspondence and clerical work for long time 

there was no office assistant or clerk The secretary did the entire work The 

increasing correspondence of the Samiti and the necessity of sending a 
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representative of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti to other places in quest of 

historic articles demanded the services of a whole time assistant. Till 1925 the 

Samiti was not able to purchase a Type Writer and the typewriting works was 

done at nearby Earle Law College, with the kind permission of Mr. 1. Barooah, 

Principal of the College who was also an active member of the Samiti. 145 The 

Samiti also requested the government to provide a type writer for its office. !
46 

Guwahati witnessed the horrors of the Second World War. During this 

period Guwahati was used as a stronghold of the British Army, civil lines and 

cantonment were constructed in the heart of the town with addition of new 

lines of transport and communication. 147 It may also be noted that Assam as a 

whole suffered very heavily on account of the last world war. The whole 

province was seriously affected and the morale of the people was heavily 

hampered, so much so that study relating to the history and archaeology 

seemed to be a subject quite out of date and place. People lost peace of mind 

and sense of security on account of the constant hovering of the enemy planes 

and all sorts of speculations about imminent dangers of life and property . 148 

The most serious incident of 1944 was the accidental fire broke out in the 

adjacent Railway colony. The Samiti's premise was gutted by the fire. To save 

the materials inside the house was dismantled with the help of the students, 

police and public. Since then the Samiti suffered a heavy financial loss. Some 

important materials including document were completely damaged. 149 The 

crisis of the Samiti was so serious that the journal could not be published for 
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about four years. However Dr. Umakanta Goswami , the then Director of 

Public Instructions, Assam managed to provide the Samiti with an amount 

which enable to bring out the issue of the Journal Vol. xii in 1949. 

The death of the leading and energetic members of the Samiti VIZ. 

Hemchandra Goswami (1928), Padmanath Bhattacharyya, Vidyavinod (1935), 

Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barna ( 1940), Sarat Chandra Goswami ( 1944) and 

Sarveswar Sarma Kataki ( 1946) were great loss to the Samiti. In the later stage 

such towering personalities were rare. During 1952-1959 the Samiti suffered 

some irreparable loss due to the passing away at short intervals of reputed 

scholars like Dr. Banikanta Kakati , Rai Bahadur Kaliram Medhi and Dr. 

Umakanta Goswami who were the bulwarks of the Samiti's activities. The 

death of three prominent figure within a short interval, the activities of the 

Samiti again came to a stand still .150 Then a batch of young scholars headed by 

Professor Birinchi Kumar Barna , M.A., B.L Ph.D of Gauhati University came 

forward followed by Prafulladatta Goswami, Maheswar Neog, Heramba Kanta 

Barpujari and Satyendra Nath Sarma. 

There was a time when the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti was the hub 

of all historical researches in Assam. With the establishment of Department of 

Archaeology and State Museum as two distinct organizations, activities 

pertaining to historical researches in Assam have been ramified and the result 

was proper co-ordination in pursuits of historical studies and researches have 

tended to disappear. 151 Particularly after the establishment of the Museum, 
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which was taken over by the state government, the Kamarupa Anusandhana 

Samiti became an almost abandoned institution. The creation of the Gauhati 

University and the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, further 

lessened the importance of the Kamarupa Anusandhana Samiti to a great 

extent. 152 The establishment of "Ahom Language and Historical Research 

Society"(291
h August, 1934) at Jorhat 153 was also a set back for the Kamarupa 

Anusandhan Samiti. 

A plot of land was allotted to the Samiti by the then Government of 

Assam in 1916. Accordingly an Assam Type house was built on this plot in 

1917 as the Samiti' s headquarter. This house is now in a dilapidated 

condition. 154 The surroundings areas are low lying and frequent water logging 

takes place even after a slight rainfall. There is no further scope of 

development in the existing building rather it requires reconstruction with the 

modem amenities. The State Museum is extending its accommodation and the 

Samiti is under constant pressure as the Museum authorities are running the 

administration in the same campus. An application submitted by Mr. Murari 

Charan Das the then Honorary Secretary of the Samiti to the Secretary to the 

Government of Assam , Education Department stated: 

"The Assam Type house situated in the south bank of the Dighli Pukhri 

was constructed way back in 1917. It is a matter of surprise that it is still 

standing some how passing through various vicissitudes and turmoil during the 

last sixty four years. The house caught fire in 1944. It has bravely overcome 



295 

the earthquakes of 1930 and 1950 and frequent divesting cyclones. But now it 

has it has grown old and it is in a most dilapidated condition so much so that it 

is afraid, it may collapse at any moment. Thus the through repairing to the 

whole house, before it is too late, becomes an immediate necessity". 155 

The government grant of one thousand rupees discontinued from 1978-

79. It was unfortunate that the Education Department of Government of Assam 

not sanctioned any grant to the Samiti on the plea that it is a cultural institution 

and as such, Department of Cultural Affairs would grant money for it. 156 The 

Museum authority wanted to construct a two-storied building infront of the 

Samiti. On 26 October 1973, the Superintending Engineer, P.W.D., Gauhati 

Division wrote a letter to the Samiti stating the Government approval regarding 

the plan, and sought the comment of the Samiti .. 157 M.C.Das, the then 

Honorary Secretary of the Samiti strongly protest the proposal and requested 

the authority not to do so as it will badly affect the Samiti. The construction 

will completely block the approach of the Samiti's office, and if it is not agreed 

the Samti will go for legal protection . 158
• Finally the plan was modified and 

construction stopped. 

The Director of Archaeology and Museum instructed the Samiti to 

conduct its business between 10 A.M to 4.30 P.M. i.e. the working hours of the 

State Government of Assam. Moreover without the permission of the Museum 

authority, it was forbidden for holding any meeting or conferences in the 

premises.
159 

The armed guard would be positioned at the main gate, and the 
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gate in front of the Samiti. was permanently closed. Thus the Museum authority 

exercised its power over the Samiti and the Samti has to work under constant 

pressure. 

There was far reaching affects of the various movements 160 of Assam 

that shacked the whole state from time to time. Though the Samiti was not 

directly involved with it, yet the overall situation of the state affected the 

Samiti's business. The long lasted Anti Foreigners Movement (1979-1985) is 

one of them. The Executive Committee of 18th May 1980 adopted a resolution 

appealing Central and State Government for an amicable settlement of the 

issue at the greater interest of the State. The copies of the resolution were 

forwarded to the Union Prime Minister Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Home 

Minister Mr. Zail Singh, The Governor of Assam Mr. L.P.Singh and the Chief 

Secretary to the Government of Assam. 161 

Thus we may summarize the constraints of the Samiti as - poor 

financial condition, inadequate manpower with casual attitude, Chauvinism, 

lack of proper building and infrastructure, apathy and indifferent attitude of the 

Government, lack of interest of the Common people, Growth of similar 

institutions with better organization and facilities, failure to attract the local 

colleges and university for their involvement. 
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