
ABSTRACT 

This work aims at a critical study of the history of Vaishnavism and Vaishnavite Cul

ture in Midnapore from the 16th century to the present day. It is divided into eleven chap

ters including introduction and conclusion. 

As an introduction to this study chapter - I (pp.1-4) deals with the nature, impor

tance and scope of the subject. Sources and methodology are also discussed. This work 

is mostly based on extensive field study. 

Chapter-11 (pp.S-15) traces geo-political background in section A and in section B 

Socio-religio-cultural background of Midnapore for proper understanding of the characteris

tic features of the district which differ, to a great extent, from those of other cistricts of 

undivided Bengal. Being a border district, touching the boundaries of other states like 

Bihar and Orissa, it inherits many cultural traits through generations, thus making it a 

place of cultural confluence. 

Chapter-Ill (pp.16-24) is the history of Pre-Chaitanya Vaishnavism in Bengal in gen

eral and Midnapore in particular. This chapter is based on literary evidence as well as on 

iconography found as a result of field investigation. 

Chapter-IV (pp.25-31) deals with Chaitanya's neo-Vaishnavism under the general 

background of Bhakti cult in an all India perspective for proper understanding of the faith. 

Chapter-V (pp.32-93) has been devoted to tracing the history of the preachers of 

neo-Vaishnavism in Midnapore and their roles. Besides we have also discuss8d legends 

r'elated to them. Further, the lives of the Mahantas of Gopiballavpur, the headquarter of 

neo-Vaishnavite movement in Midnapore, have also been described with greater details. 

Chapter-VI (pp.94-137) traces the history of different Vaishnavite temples and Maths 

with much emphasis on art and sculpture including terracotta decoration to highlight 

Vaishnavite activities uptil now. 

Charts showing the number of Maths and temples have been placed and detailed 

descriptions of a few temples have been given. 

Chapter-VII (pp.138-172) is divided into two Sections. Section-A (pp.138-151) deals 

with the ritualistic practices of the Vaishnavas (both institutional and individual) and Sec

tion-S (pp.152-176) 'deals with the Vaishnavite festivals and fairs with charts for drawing a 

fairly clear picture. 

[ i ] 



Chapter-VIII (pp.173-215) embodies the socio-cultural lives of the Vaishnavas such 

as, their practices of Harilut, Kirtana, Mahotsav, writings on Vaishnavism along with folk

belief. Lists of some prominent Kirtaniyas, Mahotsavs of different places and the writers 

with their works (published or manuscripts) have been enclosed for authenticity. 

Chapter-IX (pp.216-222) deals with the Sahajiya Vaishnavas, their lives and prin

ciples of worship, their present centres and people's general attitude towards tl''eir method 

of worship in the district. 

Chapter-X (pp.223-226) deals with effect of neo-Vaishnavism on caste hierarchy and 

social uplift. 

Chapter-XI (pp.227-234) makes a comparative study of Vaishnavism in the adjo1ning 

districts - Bankura and Hooghly. 

As a conclusion to this study, Chapter-XII (pp.235-236) reviews the whole work and 

the main findings reached in it. 

There are a few appendices - i) an equivalent English months in relation to the 

Bengali months, ii) xeroxed copies of deeds, reports etc., iii) a specimen of a completed 

questionaire to some individual Vaishnavas translated from Bengali, iv) a map showing 

chief Vaishnavite centres, famous festivals and fairs with proper indication, v) a few origi

nal Bengali Annual programmes of festivals etc. relating to Vaishnavism in different places 

of region of our study. 

Th1s work also contains a few illustrations with separate notes on each and an ex

haustive bibliography used in this work. 
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