
CHAPTER - XII 

Conclusion 

In the foregoing chapters an attempt has been made to trace the history of 
Vaishnavism and Vaishnavite culture in Midnapore. After tracing the geopolitical and socio
religio-cultural background of the present study, (1> we have traced the history of pre
Chaitanya Vaishnavism(2> as well as neo-Vaishnavism(3> in our place of study. Relating to 
pre-Chaitanya Vaishnavism iconographical illustrations are the main sources of study. A 
good number of images of Vishnu have been unearthed from our place of study (Chart 
has been given) throwing light on the popularity of Vaishnavism. Chaitanya's neo

Vaishnavism i.e. "to make even the lowliest god-minded" found a fertile soil for its spread 

and development as known from the field investigation. The manifold impact of neo

Vaishnavism has been dealt with in course of our discussion. 

The role of the peachers of neo-Vaishnavism with their life-sketehes including legends 

relating to them has been elaborately discussed.(4> Their ardent devotion to this faith made 
it possible for them to spread Vaishnavism throughout the districts converting 1=ersons be

longing to the higher and lower order of the society. The effects of their missionary zeal 

are still found in our place of study. For example out of 12,758 villages, 1 ,075 villages 
bear the names of either Vishnu or Krishna; 325 villages bear the name of Rama, 72 vil

lages bear the name of Radha and 40 villages bear the name of Chaitanya either in the 

affix or in the suffix. Even many persons bear the names of Vaishnava deities and even 

today many parents give their sons names bearing the names of Vaishnava deities. The 

existence of a tulashimancha in the courtyard of almost each dwelling house in the 

villages of Midnapore also throws light on the impact of Vaishnavism. 

Various Vaishnavite centres having temples of different types with architecturai 
designs of Vaishnavite affinities and their manifold activities have been traced_(s) Charts 
showing the number of Vaishnava temples above 310 and the detailed descriptions of a 
few temples have been furnished to show the intensity of the faith in our place of study. 

Deeds relating to the different temples have been utilized in course of our discussion. 
Data have been collected through interviews with the Mahantas of the different temples. 

From our study and field survey we have seen that in Radha-Krishna temples the worship 
of Radha-Krishna predominates and that of other Vaishnava deities like Gouranga, 

Nityananda etc. bear secondary importance, while in Mahaprabhu temples it is vice-versa. 
It also appears that the Vaishnavite temples and Maths are much more in number at P.S. 
Daspur, Chandrakona, Ghatal, Panskura, Kesiary, Tamluk than other police stations of the 
district. We have discussed Vaishnavite rituals, festivals and fairs with greater details(6

> as 
religious beliefs and practices have always been a greater force in the life and activity of 

the majority of the people of Bengal especially of the village-folk. Charts showing 
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Vaishnava festivals and fairs along with a few photographs have also been cited. Among 
the participants of these festivals and fairs, unity, friendship and fraternity which are now 

absolutely needed, are being fostered. 

The socio-cultural lives of the Vaishnava families throughout the period of our study 
has also been traced with proper importance.(7) Their daily life including food, dress, man

ners, marriage rituals, disposal of the deceased etc. has been discussed with charts and 
tables, whereever possible. The customs of Sankirtan, Mohatsav and Harilut bear great 
significance because these make bonds among the people of different strata of society, 

ignoring the caste discrepancy. This is perhaps the greatest contribution of Sri Chaitanya. 
The Vaishnava preachers of our place of study have been trying utmost to implement the 
ideals of Sri Chaitanya by attempting to do away with caste distinction and untouchability 

through the introduction of Sankirtan, Mohatsav and Harilut. For the abolition of caste dis

tinction and untonchability Gandhiji and B.R. Ambedkar fought later on. 

The history of Sahajiya Vaishnavas of our place of study against the general back
ground of its evolution and spread in Bengali society has also been traced. (a) Detailed de

scriptions of a few Sahajiya Vaishnavite centres have been made in this work. The devia
tion of the Sahajiya Vaishnavas from the earlier life of sanctity and the present day public 
opinion towards them are also sketched. 

We have also attempted to estimate a general tendency of low-caste people accepting 
neo-Vaishnavism as preached by Syamananda, Rasikananda and other Vaishnava preach
ers of different Vaishnava sects for their ascendency in caste hierachy and sometime 
change of hereditary professions.(9) Moreover, with the propagation of neo-Vaishnavism 
and its luxuriant growth new avenues of employment were opened up for architects, 
sculptors, carpenters, potters, artisans, priests, kirtaniyas, handsmen etc. 

A comparative study of Vaishnavism in Midnapore with two adjoining districts of 
Bankura and Hooghly has been made(10l just to show that in comparasin with those two 
districts, Vaishnavism and Vaishnavite culture flourished here in maximum degree and 
from what has been stated in the course of our discussion in this work one can very well 
arrive at the conclusion that even today Vaishnavism acts as a live-faith bearing 
enourmous influence on the people both high and low, both rich and poor and literate and 
illiterate. 

Finally we like to close our discussion with the reflexion that if religion plays a domi
nant role in bringing about a glaring change in the moral and social life of the people, 
neo-Vaishnavism in Midnapore deserves the fullest credit in changing cruel, savage and 
immoral tribals, autocrat Zamindars and many such people into more amiable, more 
sociable, more tolerant and enduring humans. 
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