
CHAPTER -VI 

Vaishnavite Centres and their Activities 

Section - A 

Introduction 
This chapter dealing with the Vaishnavite centres and their activities in the region of 

our study is exclusively based on field survey and investigation. Data have been collected 

by taking interviews with the Goswamins, the official priests in charge of the Vaishnava 

maths and temples. Deeds and records preserved in the Goswami families of different 

Vaishnavite centres especially of Gopivallabpur (P.S.:Gopivallabpur), Tamluk (P.S.:Tamluk), 

Raghunathbari (P.S.:Panskura), Deriachak (P.S.:Deriachak), Moynadal (P.S.:Moynadal), 

Chakdaha (P.S.:Chakdaha), Bahiri (P.S.:Contai), Nandigram (P.S.:Nandigram), Chandrakona 

(P.S.:Chandrakona}, Garbeta (P.S.:Garbeta}, Ramnagar (P.S.:Ramnagar), Keshiari (P.S.: 

Keshiari), Dharenda (Near Kharagpur Rly. Station) etc. have been consulted and utilized in 

course of our study. Many Vaishnava temples have been constructed during this period of 

our study and these are also mentioned in the thesis. Fairs and festivals associated with 

these maths and temples have been described. Again, a list furnishing the existence of 

Vaishnavite maths and temples of this district is furnished to highlight the impact of 

Vaishnavism on the inhabitants of the district. Further, temples personallv witnpc;c;Prl "''" 

recorded here. 

In the Pre-Chaitanya Period 

A math1' 1 or temple 1S being considered as the abode of gods. It can not be accurately 

stated when such abodes were first established in the district of Midnapore. It was re

corded by Hiuen Tsang who visited Tamralipta (modern Tamluk) in the 7th Century A.D. 

that there were fifty deva temples in his times at Tamralipta(2J. This is the only literary evi

dence of the existence of temples in Midnapore. But, owing to the ravage of time and the 

Muslim invasions from the 13th to 15th century the ancient maths and temples are not 

now seen in our area. The temples and maths of our present discussion were constructed 
in the period from the 16th century onwards. 

Though we can not now trace the actual type of ancient Vaishnava maths and 

temples, there is positive archaeological evidence of Vishnu worship during the Pala and 

Sena periods as many Vishnu images have been found from the different parts of the dis

trict<3J. Among many names of Tamralipta, Vishnugriha was one of them( 4 J. This also throws 

light on the popularity of Vishnu worship at Tamralipta in the ancient period of our history. 

1. A math differs from a temple in some respects. A math is more or less like a Buddhist and christian monastery where 
a group of ascetics reside and follow certain prescribed religious norms and practise continence, worship, meditation 
and other particular rituals as formulated by the math. For the maintenance of the math and residers, agriculture 
hoticulture and rearing of cattle are being done in the math campus and in the land owned by the math. 

2. Beal, S. Buddhist Records of the Western World, vol.-2, p.-200 ; Dasgupta, Premomoy 
(Ed.) Hiuen Tsanger Dekha B..b.arru, p.-148. 

3. Personal investigation ; Roy, Pranab, "Medinipur Jelar Pratna Sampad; and Santra 
Tarapada, "Purakirti Samiksha : Medinipur". These two books are consulted. 

4. Maity, P.K., Tamralipta - Tamluker Samaj-0-Sanskrit[. p.-34. 
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In the pre-Chaitanya period there existed in India many Vaishnava sects founded by 
local or zonal leaders and among them four important sects became predominant. These 

include Shree, Madhyacharya, Rudra (Vishnuswami) and Nimbark Sampradai5l. They 
played an active role in propagating Vaishnavism throughout India. At present there are a 
few maths and temples of the above sects in Midnapore district. For example, we may 
cite Shree Sampraday math at Naraharipur under the P.S. Chandrakona, the Madhya
charya math at Moynadal in Panskura P.S., Nimbark math at Vaikunthapur in Daspur P.S. 
etc. Vaishnavism propagated by these sects and the maths managed by them were con
fined within a limited area. It had no appeal on the masses. In other words, the common 

people are not much acquainted with them. 

The neo Vaishnavism of Sri Chaitanya greatly inspired the people of Midnapore. As a 
result innumerable temples relating to Vaishnava faith were built in the district and the 

Radha Krishna worship came into force almost in every house. Even today Sri Chaitanya 

has been being worshipped as the incarnation of Vishnu. The existence of many 

Mahaprabhu temples in this district throws light on this point. These include the 

Mahaprabhu temple at Tamluk, at Pakuria under P.S. Panskura, at Uttarasutpur in P.S. 

Tamluk, at Vekutia in P.S. Nandigram, at Basudevpur in P.S. : Daspur etc. These temples 
which were built after the demise of Sri Chaitanyadev are still in force(6l. 

That the intensity of the worship of Ramachandra increased in volume after the 

preaching of Sri Chaitanya is evident from the construction of temples of this deity. He is 
being worshipped by various names in different temples of this district. In some temples 

he is Raghunath; in others he is accompanied with Sitadevi. In this connection the Ram 
Jiu temple at Rambag village under P.S. : Mahishadal, Raghunath temple at Mohanpur in 

same P.S., at Raghunathbari and Laskardighi under Panskura P.S., Ramchandra and 
Sitaram temples in the village of Jolchak in Pingla P.S. and Berjonardanpur in Kharagpur 

P.S. respectivelym may be mentioned. 

In the Post Chaitanya Period 

In the Post Chaitanya period the two main Vaishnava-acharyas - Sri Syamananda and 
Sri Rasikananda set up many maths and temples in the wide tracts of Bengal, Bihar and 

Orissa with a view to preaching Vaishnavism. By these two saints many Vaishnava 
temples had been set up in this district. Besides these, other Vaishnava saints founded 

many maths and temples in the remote villages of Midnapore. So, naturally, the question 
may arise about the total number of such Vaishnava maths and temples in the district. 
According to David McCutchion this number is one hundred and twenty only(8 l. But as a 
result of our field investigation we have come to know that the numbers of such maths 

and temples in the district of Midnapore are more than 310 (three hundred and ten) and a 
table will show the fairly exact number of temples. Yet, Syamananda and Rasilca.;1anda es
tablished twelve branch (sub-centres of preaching) temples of which Sripat Gopiballavpur 
is the main centre. Nine temples were set up at Gopiballavpur, Kesiari, Dharenda, 
Bhograi, Rajagram, Baragram, Haripur, Sankoa and Rohini in the Midnapore district; 
Syamsundarpur Thakurbari (near Ghatsila) in the Singbhum district and Remuna and 

Nivas Kanpur were in the district of Balansore(9l. Even as a result of these two Vaishnava 

5. Das, Sree Haridas. Shree Shree Gaudiya - Vaishnava - Sahitya, p.-7-12. 
6. Personal investigation. Also 'Medinipur Jelar Pratna Sampad' and 'Purakirti Samiksha, Medinipur' 
7 Ltlli!. 
8. David McCutehion, Late Mediaeval Temples of Bengal and Chakraborty, Ramakanta. 

'Vaishnavism in Bengal, p.256. 
9. R.M. appendix 
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Saints' untiring efforts 300 Vaishnava maths and temples were constructed in the North 
lndia(10>. 

The abundant worship of various Vaishnava deities amply shows the immense popu
larity of Vaishnavism in our district. The deity is worshipped by various names e.g.; 
Vaishnu, Balagopal, Benugopal, Madanmohan, Radhakrishna, Sri Ram Chandra, Chaitany
adev and Nityananda etc. The priestly functions are carried out in these temples and 
maths by the Brahmins or Vaishnavas. Everyday the priests have to accomplish with 
deep reverence and sincerity such acts as worship and prayer, Ballyabhog (offering of 
light food), Bhogarati (meal offering with candle's burning), laying deities on beds, awak
ening deities in the morning etc. In some temples like The Mahaprabhu temple at Tamluk, 
Sri Radhagovinda Jiu at Gopiballavpur etc. Sankirtana is held thrice - in the morning, at 
noon and in the evening. But on some special occasions like Janmastami (birth day of 
Krishna), Radhastami (birth day of Sri Radha), Rathayatra, Dolyatra, Rasyatra and the 
birth and death anniversaries of the founder Mahaotas, special festivals are held with 
pomp and grandeur. Needless to say, the Harinam Sankirtana and Mahotsav form the in
dispensable parts of such festivals. 

Classification of Temples and its Architectural Design 
The Muslim invasion in Bengal in the beginning of the 13th century put up a serious 

hindrance in Hindu architecture. Hindu and Buddhist temples and maths were destroyed. 
No new math or temple was built for about two centuries. But during the llias Sahi and 
Hossein Sahi regime, the Muslim Sultans patronised poets and scholars to translate into 
Bengali the Purnans and Bhagabat written in Sanskrit. This favourable condition produced 
immense literary output like the Srikrishna Kirtana of Badu Chandidas, sweet lyrics of 
Chandidas and Vidyabati, the Ramayana of Kirtibus, the Mahabharata of Kasiram Das, 
Srikrishna Vijoy of Maladhar Basu, etc. All these created a renewed interest in gods and 
goddesses. The Bhakti movement reached the climax with Chaitanya's preaching of neo
Vaishnavism. And a new era dawned very slowly reflecting the people's devotion in the 
construction of temples. The small two or four thatched cottage - temples developed into 
various types and new idea crept in temple decorations. 

Though maths and temples have been built as the centres of worship, they still reveal 
man's love for architecture and sculpture. Most of them have come into being in the pe
riod between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries A.D. Again, many temples have been 
dilapidated for want of protection and repair. The temples are brick-built. From the point of 
architectural designs the temples may be classified into 'Chala', 'Ratna', 'Deul', 'Dalan', 
'Chandni' etc. The 'Chala' temples are again subdivided into 'do-chala' (two thatched), 
'Jorbangla', 'Char-chala' (four thatched) etc. and 'Ratnas' minar (tower) into single, five, 
seven, nine, eleven etc. Such temples are mostly seen in the north and east parts of 
the district. Even the sepulchre (grave temples) of many Vaishnava ascetics have been 
constructed in the above designs. But as the Western parts are mainly inhabited by the 
tribal people and this district had been under Orissa King for few centuries, the Oriya cul
ture has influenced the people of this region to imitate their architectural pattern. So in 
this area some temples had been constructed as per Oriya Rekha Deul and Vadra design. 
In some places there are mixture of art patterns. The impact of neo-Vaishr,u.vism has 
found its best expression through the construction of Harimancha, Dolmancha, 
Rasmancha and so on through length and breadth of the district. A casual visitor may 
find the truth of this statement. 

10. Das, Bishnupada, an article "Medinipur Vaishnava Dharma 
Medinipur Jelar ltihas-o-Sanskriti, p.13 
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The spiritual awakening created by the teachings and activities of Sri Chaitanya and 
his ardent followers was undoubtedly responsible for the revival of the Hindu art and ar
chitecture in Mediaeval Bengal. This can be best illustrated from the terracotta art-deco
rated temples belonging to the post Chaitanya era. In most of the temples of this district 
there are terracotta decoration outside front walls, side walls, etc. The terracotta decora
tions include the depiction of gods with their various manifestations; fragments of Pauranic 
and epic stories and so on as Krishnalila, ten incarnations of Vishnu, Ramalila, Rama
Ravan-war, Sri Chaitanya and His associates engaged in Harinam Sankirtana. A few 
temples bear long panels which represent Kirtana scenes. These panels are descriptive in 
nature. They represent a group of persons, mostly the followers of Sri Chaitanya, engaged 
in dancing and singing Kirtana accompanied by the musical instruments namely 
mridangas, karatals, khol and mandira. This throws light on the influence of neo 
Vaishnavism preached by Sri Chaitanya on the people. The contemporary social events 
also have found places in the terracottas. The pankha decoration is also seen with the 
terracottas in many temples. The meretricious ornamentation is also visible in the wooden 
doors of the temples and the statues of gods and goddesses. The brass made Radha 
Krishna images, the stone made Madan Mohan and wooden Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
etc. bear the examples of prevalent cultural traits of the time. The names and addresses 
of the founders, architects and sculptors are found written in many temples mainly in 
Bengali and also in Sanskrit in some cases. Even the date of construction has been men
tioned in some temples. The author has come across the expenditure for the construction 
of some temples from the inscription of the temple wall, such as the expenditure of 
Damodar Jiu temple established in 1275 B.S. at Khelar in P.S. Karagpur was Rs. 4125/-. 

Here two charts(1 1) are furnished to highlight the terracotta art on temple walls. The 
chart 'A' contains mostly the Ramayana themes while the Mahabharata themes with 
Krishna's sports are included in chart 'B'. 

11. Roy, Pranab, Banglar Mandir: Sthapatya 0 Bhaskarya, pp.1 09-111, 167·177. I am indebted to Mr. Roy tor taking 
the charts. 
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CHART- 'A' 

Village P.S. Name of temple Depiction I terra cotta 

Gonsaiberh Panskura Radhaballav The battle of Rama and Ravana, battle of Monkeys 
and demons, assassination of Marich (See Fig.-2). 

Harekrishnapur " Dadhivamana Battle of Rama and Ravana, the coronation of Rama 
and Sita. 

Ajuria Daspur Lakshminarayan Battle of Rama and Ravana. 

Radhakantapur " Gopinath Coronation of Rama. 

Kharda Vishnupur " Raghunath Awakening of Kumbhakarna, battle of Rarna and 
Ravana 

Chenchua " Radha-Govinda Battle of Rama and Ravana, Saktisel (mythological 
Govindanagar missile) of Lakshmana, Stealing of Sita (See Fig.-3}. 

Sa ulan " Syamsundar Battle of Rama and Ravana, coronation of Rama 
and Sita. 

Daspur " Gopinath Battle of Rama and Ravana. 
----

Goura " Lakshmijanardan Cutting of the nose of Surpanakha, battle of 
Rama and Ravana, coronation of Rama and Sita. 

I Jolchak Pingla Ramchandra Confinement of Sita in Ashokbana (forest), monkey-
troops, awakening of Kumbhakarna, battle of Lanka. ~ 
coronation of Rama and Sita. 

-·-·"-~--~· 

Ghosepur Kespur Lakshmijanardan Battle of Rama and Ravana. ____________ j 
Badar " Jagannath Bhagirath fetching of the Ganges, battle of Rama I 

I and Ravana. I 
I 

-·- .. ···----------.-·---·-----!-----------·--·-- r-------------·-------- ·-·-~----·~·--- ··-·-·--
I 

1 
Anandapur " Raghunath V1shnu Battle of Rama and Ravana. 

- --------------------·--··-- ...... 

Katan Ghatal Sridhar Battle of Rama and Ravana. 
~-- - ·~--

Kannagar " Vrindavana Monkeys' building the bridge over the sea, Sita and 
Hunuman in Ashokbana, battle of Rama and 
Ravana, battle of Kumbhakarna. 

Chauli " Sridhar Stealing of Sita, Jatau attacking Ravana's chariot, 
awakening of Kumbhakarna, Saktisel of Lakshman. 

------- ----

Kshirpai Chandra- Radha-Damodar Battle of Rama and Ravana, battle of monkeys and 
kana and demons. 
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CHART-8 
Village P.S. Name of temple Depiction I terracotta 

Ajuria Daspur Lakshmijanardan Krishna's sports, bastraharan of gopa women (making 
jopa women nude), Rasasports, killing of Putana 
{demoness) etc. 

Chentua Govinda- " Radha-Govinda Krishna's sports. 
nagar 

Dihibaliharpur " Radha-Govinda Krishna, Balarama, Gauranga with six arms, ten incar-
nations of Vishnu, Nauka vilasa (boating-glee), sports 
of Krishna on tsadamba (tree), Gaur and Nitai etc. 

Goura " Lakshmijanardan Going to Dwaraka by Krishna. 

Janardanpur " Sitaram Singing Kirtana by devotees, meditating condition of 
devotees. 

Chain pat " Radha-Govinda Sports of Krishna 

Daspur " Gopinath Bastraharan of gopa women, Krishna stealing butter, 
Kaliya daman (vanquishing a dreaful sna'<e), Killing of 
Bakasur (demon) 

Brahmanbasan " Sridhar Mahishamaradini Durga vanquishing the buffalo 
woman, Krishna's departure for Dwaraka, the grief of 
gopa-women for Krishna etc. 

Manglui Panskura Rasmancha (1859) Sports of Krishna, bastraharan of gopa women, 
Krishna's stealing of butter, churning of Sea, etc. 

--
Rajhati " Jugalkishore Nrisingha (4th incarnation of Vishnu), Rama, Sita, 

Balarama and Radha-Krishna. 
-~ 

Purvagopalpur " Radha-Vi nod Bastraharan of gopa-women, Gouranga with six arms. 
---·-

Gonsaiberh " Radhaballav Radhakrishnaand their sports. 
- ;--------------f-----··----···----·- -------· -----·-·-··------·-

I Raghunathban Chandra- · Lal Jiu Krishna, Balarama with gopa women on both sides, 

I kana Buddha, Jagannath, Balarama, Subhadra, Gouranga 
with six arms . 

~~------------- ...... _ r--------· --

Joyantipur " Syamchand Weighing Krishna by gold, the grief of gopis at 
Krishna's departure for Dwaraka, coronation ceremony 
at Dwaraka, Rasalila by twelve gopis etc. 

---
Syamsundarpur " Radhakrishna Twelve gopis and Radhakrishna. 

-· ---·---

Kshirpai " Radha-Damodar Krishna, Yasoda, Krishna's eating of butter, Krishna's 
playing flute in the pasture, bastraharan of gopis, 
going to Dwaraka of Krishna and Balarma, Narad on 
dhenki (a wooden husking pedal), Sankirtana of Chai-
tanya and Nityananda etc. 

Bhattagram Goaltore Damodar Radhakrishna, bastraharan of gopis, Mahishamardini 
Durga with ten hands etc. 

Ramgarh Binpur Kalachand Sports of Krishna. 

Lalgarh " Radhamohan Sankirtana of devotees with mridanga. 
~~-------·-

Raghunathbari " Raghunath Krishna's sports, ten incarnations of Vishnu. 

Loada Debra Radhakrishna Ten incarnations of Vishnu. 
-----~--~ 

Anandapur Kespur Radhakrishna and Nauka vilasa, sports on pasture, Sankirtana of Gour 
Damodar Nitai. __ , ... 

Ramchandrapur Moyna A deserted temple Sports of Krishna. 
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The Vaishnava elements are also found inscribed on walls in other than Vaishnava 
temples. This proves that mostly illiterate rural architects felt the urge of the rural popula
tion for the Vaishnava theme and in order to satisfy their desire used such themes in 
temple decoration. It is also astonishing that these artists, though mostly illiterate, were 
adept in the knowledge of the scriptures by seeing Krishnajatras and other mythological 
dramas and listening to Kirtana and Ramrasayana. So they were able to translate their 
ideas into terracotta art drawn or engraved on temple walls. No doubt, they were deficient 
in sophisticated art, but they gave vent to their inner devotion in terracotta art tor temple 
decoration. 

Purpose to Build Maths and Temples from all Sections of 
People 

In the temple inscriptions of this district we can see the names and addresses of the 

founders. From our survey we have come to know that the founders of these temples 

were local landlords, Zamindars or royal families. Many well-to-do merchants and persons 

of various castes set up maths and temples in this district. Many temples were built to 

obtain religiosity and divine virtue. These temples include the Nabaratna temple of 

Mahishadal royal palace, the Radhagovinda temple of Rani Haripriya Devi, Jolamutha 

Zamindar Estate at Jukhia under P.S. Bhagabanpur, the Radhaballav temple of the Mallaraj 

Durjan Singhadev at Garbeta, the Radha Oamodar temple built by Jogamohan Dey (Mer

chant) at Ramjivanpur under P.S. Chandrakona etc.(1 2l There was also a trend among the 

Mahishya and other lower caste people to set up Vaishnava temples under the mfluence 

of neo-Vaishnavism preached by Sri Chaitanya.~':') 'vVe •fld.y L-ilt: tl•t: 3yctlll::.ulluctl Guvi11uct 

Jiu temple of Mahishya family at Ranichak under P.S. Daspur, Radhavinod temple of 

Mahisya family at Panchrol village under P.S. Egra etc. Again it is also seen that the up

per class people like the Brahmins or Kayastha also took the initiative to build the 

Vaishnav temples. For example, we may refer to the Syamchad temple of the Brahmin 
family at village Brahman under P.S. Garbeta, Radhagovinda Jiu temple of Kayastha family 

at Srinagar village under P.S. Chandrakona.( 14
) Persons belonging to different castes also 

built Vaishnava temples throughout the district. 

Worship and Offerings 

From the above discussion we may draw the conclusion that the neo Vaishnavism 

deeply stirred all classes of people irrespective of caste. So they were initiated to 

Vaishnavism and constructed such Vaishnava temples and Maths because of their adher

ence to the faith. Among the Vaishnava deities, there are Radha Krishna, Gopal, 

Madammohan and Sri Chaitanaya and these are worshipped in all sorts of ways with 

great care and reverence. Even in some places the first crops of the field are still offered 

to the deities. It is interesting to note that all the members of the founder family of a par

ticular temple consider the installed deity/ deities of the temple concerned as the guiding 

spirits of their fortunes. They intimate to them their weal and woe, hopes and fears. Even 

after the fulfillment of any specific desire, an arrangement of special worship and offerings 

to the deity/deities concerned is made. The members of the temple-owner strictly follow 

the Vaishnava rules and regulations like Vegetarianism, chanting the sacred name of Sri 

1 2. 'Medinipur' Jelar Pratnasampad' and Purakirti Samiksha : Medinipur' 
1 3. lb.l.Q 
1 4. .!.llli! 
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Hari and counting of beads, wearing of tilak, simple living based on truth and justice. But 

in case of a temple set up by a particular village as a whole, only the worshippers or the 

Mahantas have to abide by the Vaishnava regulations. 

We can divide all the Vaishnava temples of this district into two categories of family 
temple and village temple. In case of the former the families have to bear all the expendi
tures for all the functions of the temple. For example, we may cite the names of 
Narazole, Kasijora, Chandrakona Royal Estates; and personal temples of the rich, middle 
class and poor like Syamsundar temple of Bera family (Mahishya) of village Paikpari in 
P.S. Bhagabanpur. Again, in many places, the expenses of conducting worship in those 
temples is vested with the local committees. For example, we may mention the 
Kaiballyadaini Sabha of village Bodhora under P.S. Ramnagar which conducts the worship 
and all the festivals of Radha Krishna and Sri Chaitanya.(15 l 

Further, though some temples were set up by some families, yet their management 
are being performed by the local and village committees. In this context we may refer to 
the village committees of Ramananda temple at Erapur under P.S. Panskura and the 
Mahaprabhu temple of Paya village in Ramnagar P.S.(16l 

Patrons and Donors 
However, after the setting up of the Vaishnava temples of this district, many iocai 

Zamindars, merchants, noble men and even middle class and ordinary people have do
nated liberally to them in land and cash in order to continue their existence and to con
duct the worship and festivals associated with such temples. Even the Emperor or 
Badshah of Delhi (i.e. Farrukh Siyar, Muhammad Nasiruddin Shah etc.) had donated much 
land to the name of deities or Mahantas (Mahanta Gosvamins of Sripat Gopiballavpur) by 
Sunnuds and Pattas. We find the mention of 272 such temples in Hunter's statistical Ac
count.(17) Not only this, but this author has found in field study that every temple pos
sesses some landed property, gold and jewellery. Yet the income from the landed property 
can not meet the annual expenditure of the temple. So, the temple authority has to depend 
on outside help. In most cases the villagers come forward to assist them in various ways. 
These Vaishnava maths and temples and their annual festivals clearly indicate the pre
dominance of Vaishnavism in this district. The inhabitants have allotted site for such 
temples adjacent to their dwelling houses. In many places people dwell in mud-walled 
houses but the gods have been sheltered on pacca construction. It shows the deep faith 
in and profound respect for the deity/deities. To quote Rabindranath Tagore's immortal 
line -

"devatare priya kari, priare devata." 

Free Translation : We have made our gods our dear ones and raised our dear ones to 
gods. 

Conclusion 

The Society changes with the time. Hence the change in people, in their thoughts and 
ideals, in their functions and activities. At the close of this century the construction 
work of the temples is still going on. Within a last few years many temples have been 
constructed in this district. The Radha-Madan Gopal temple of Haldichak village under 

15. Mitra, Ashok ; (Ed), Paschimbanger Puja Parvan - 0 - Mela, Vol.-111, p.387-388. 
16. Personal investigation. 
17. Hunter, 'A Statistical Account of Bengal', p.96. 
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P.S. : Tamluk, a great SriHari temple of Bar family (S.C.) at Jafuly and Sri Radha-Govinda 
Temple at Kushar under P.S. Panskura etc. are such examples. In our present days of 
cruelties and jealousy, doubts and suspicions, restlessness and egoism, the need of set
ting up Vaishnava temples representing non violence, devotion, love and peace is being 
deeply felt by the people of this district. 

The visit of Vaishnavite temples in the Midnapore district made it clear to this author 
that the abolition of Zamindary system dealt a death blow to many temples and to their 
religious activities of worship, holding Kirtana and Mahotsav and feeding the beggars and 
the destitutes. It was true that Land Reform Act was necessary to safeguard the rights of 
the share-croppers for the exploitation of the landlords in many cases but the loss of sub
stantial income coming from Devottar agricultural land made it impossible for the temple 
authorities to do the repair works of the temples and to carry on the previous religious, 
cultural and benevolent activities. It is a fact that when Mahishadal Raj College was 
established, many poor students of the college had free food and lodging from the temple. 
Panchetgarh Raj State and Narazole Raj State did such benevolent work from the 
temples. With the vesting of land with the Government, many Raj families and Zamindar 
families suffered from economic stringency to keep up their tradition of holding festivals in 
the grand manner. In many cases, these have stopped altogether. The pacca beautiful 
temples are decaying rapidly. For example, the Radha-Govinda temple of Late F1amkrishna 
Das of village Hanubhunia in P.S. Nandigram, Radha Vinod temple of Purva Gopalpur un
der Panskura P.S. etc. will crumble down in no time. A few temples such as Damodar Jiu 
temple at Basudevpur in P.S. Daspur, Gopal Jiu at Kajlagarh in Bhagabanpur P.S. and 
Damodar Jiu temple of Gonsaibazar in P.S. Chandrakona have completely ruined for scar
city of financial assistance and of sincere care. 

Before giving the description of a few noted temples and Maths with their activities in 
details a long chart(18l is hereby enclosed to focuss on their locations, deities worshipped 
dates of establishment and founders with their castes 

18. This chart is prepared by personal observation and with the help of following works : Roy, Pranab. 
Medioipur Jelar Pratna sampad, Santra, Tarapada, Purakirti Samiksha ; Medinipur, Santra, G., Temples 
of Midnapore; Golden Jubilee Celebration (1945-95) Journal, of Sri Gouranga Math, Kesiari, Midnapore 
and Chaitanyadev ; ltihas Q Abadan, (Ed.) Abanti Kumar Sanyal and Ashok Bhattacharya, Cal. 
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Sl. Location 
No. 

01. Avirampur 

02. Areti 

03. Ajuria 

04. Arjuni 

05. Basudevpur 
(ruined) 

06. -do-

07. -do-

08. Brindabanpur 

09. Balitora 

10. Baliapota 

11. Chainpat 

12. -do-
--·-··· 

13. Dihibaliharpur --
14. Daspur 

15. -do-

16. -do-

17. Dakshin Barh 

18. Chandpur 

19. Gopalpur 

20. Goura 

21. Govindanagar 

22. Harekrishnapur 

23. Hossenpur 

24. Jyotghanesyam 

25. Jotbani 

26. Jonardanpur 

27. -do-

Chart of Vaishnava Temples and Maths 

P. S. : DASPUR 

Name of the Temple Established Name of the 
Date Founder/Founder 

family. 

Sridhar 1919 Karak Family 

Brindaban Behari Jiu in the middle of Manna Family 
of 19th C. 

Lakshmi Janardan 1871 Charan Family 

Jagannath 19th C. ---

Damodar 1801 Muktaram 
Bhattacharyya 

Mahaprabhu 1833 Guru Ray Kasiram 
Thakur & Sukde:v 
Thakur 

Brindabanchandra 1857 Kalparam Dutta 

Mahaprabhu 1827 Adhikary Family 

SridharJiu 1852 Chowdhury Family 

Damodar in the middle Roy Family 
of 19th C. 

Radhagovinda 1760 ---

Madan go pal 1832 ---
-----·---~ ---··--·- ---··--·-·--

Radhagovinda 1798 Gosvamin Family 

Caste 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

---

Bramhin 

Bramhin 

Kayastha 

Brahmin 

Brahmin 
. --

Brahmin 

·-

---

---

Vaishnav 
··-···--·----- r----·- --············-·· ... ---------~---------··· ... ··-----·---····· 

Gopinath 1716 Singha Family Mahishya 

Lakshmi Janardan 1791 Paul Family Mahishya 

Syamaray 1699 --- Mahishya 

Madan Mohan 1785 Chakraborty Family Brahmin 

Sridhar 19th c Sen Family Mahishya 
--

Radhagovinda 1827 --- Mahishya 

Lakshmi Janardan 1827 --- Mahishya 

Radhagovinda 1881 Refomed and ReseNed Gosvamin 
by the W.B. Govt. 

Dadhivamana 1854 --- Brahmin 

Gopinath 1885 Shibprasad Chowdhury Brahmin 

Kalachand 200yrs. ago Das family Mahishya 
Samadhi temple 

Krishna Roy in the middle Gosvamin Family Gosvamin 
of 19th C. 

Raghunath 1861 Chakraborty Family Brahmin 

Sitaram 1814 -do- -do-

p T.O. 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and ~ Contd ... 

Sl. Location Name of the Temple Established Nameofthe Caste 
No. Date Founder/Founder 

family. 

28. Khanjapur Radhaballav Early 19th C. -do- -do-

29. Kotalpur SridharJiw 1815 ---

30. Kharda Vishnupu Raghunath 1849 Jadunath Roy -do-

31. Kismat Narajole Madan Mohan 1825-26 Premankur Gosvamin Gosvamin 

32. Kadirpur Raghunath & Gopal 1799 Santiram Dutta Kayastha 

33. Kishorepur Radhaballav 1772 Gosvamin Family Gosvamin 

34. Laoda Vishnu 19th C. --- Mahishya 

35. Lowada Mahaprabhu 19th c. --- ---
----· 

36. -do- Gopinath 1805 --- Mahishya 

37. -do- Radhagovinda 1862 --- Mahishya 

38. Nandan pur Damodar 1850 Rupcharan Ghosh Mahishya 

39. Niznarajole Sitaram & Radhaballav 1819 Raja Mohanlal Khan Royal 
family 

40. Palaspai Sridhar 1834 Govindaram Maity Mahishya 
-

41. Radhakantapur Gopinath 1844 Reformed by Mahishya 
Ynaneswar Das 

42. -do- Raghunath 1846 Dutta Family Kayastha 
--- ----·---------

43. Ramkrishnapur Vrindavana 1784 Gokul Brindaban Gosvamin 
Gosvamin 

--,-------------

44. Rabidaspur Krishna - Balaram Early 19th C. Adhikary Family Vaishnava 
-- -·-· 

45. Ramdaspur Dad hi Vamana 19th c. --- Mahishya 

46. Say Ia Raghunath 1772 Gamvir Charan Singha Mahishya 

47. Sagarpur Damodar At the end of Hait Family -do-
18th c. 

---

48. Sonamui Gouranga 1824 Adhikari Family Gosvamin 

49. Saulana Syamsundara 19th C. Adhikary Family -do-

50. Sa mat Madan Gopala 1828 --- ---

51. Suratpur Raghunath 1755 Hazra Family Mahishya 

52. Sridharpur Raghunath At the end of Samanta Family -do-
the 19th C. 

53. Sarverhia Satyanarayan 1837 Sarthak Chandra -do-
Pramanik 

-- ---· 

54. Uttar Dhankhal Lakshmi Janardan 1832-33 Nandaram Bhunia Mahishya 

55. Veleghata Madangopala 1871-72 Govinda Prasad Mahishya 

56. Vaikunthapur Old Madan Mohan 18th C. --- Mahishya 

P.TO 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and ~ Contd ... 

St. Location 
No. 

Name of the Temple Established 
Date 

Name of the 
Founder/Founder 
family. 

P.S. : CHANDRAKONA 
57. Chandrakona 

58. Hematpur 

59. Gonsaibazar 
(Ruined) 

60. Gajipura 

61. Khirpai 

62. -do-

63. -do-

64. -do-

Lal Jiu 

Sridhar & Gangadhar 

Damodar 

Raghunath 

Madan Mohan 

Radha Damodar 

Radha Damodar 

Sridhar 

65. Khirpai Raghunath 
Shivabazar 

1655 

1896 

1626 

19th C. 

1839 

1817 

1849 

1864 

1873 

66. Khirpai Hatpara Radha Damodar 19th C. 

67. Kismat Amar Gangadhar 1902 

68. Kamargere Raghunath 1854 

Rani Lakshmanavati 

Manikram Ghosh 
Sashi Bhusan Ghosh 

Shri Madhusudan 
Ghosh 

Madan Mohan Dutta 

Ramchand Sarkar 

Shibaprasad Dey 

Dharma Das 
Chakraborty 

Muralidhar Dey 

Caste 

Royal family 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Kayastha 

Kayastha 

Kayastha 

Brahmin 

Kayastha 

t---+-------+----------t------+--------------r---------- .. -
69. Kasiganj Radha Govinda ln the middle 

t---t-------+------------+------+------------r------.. -----
70. Joyantipur Syamchand Jiu 1845 

t---t----------j----------+------~-----·---··"""""""" .......... -f--
71. Gonsaibazar Sri Radharasiknagar Jiu in the middle 

of 18th C. 
t---+-------~---------t------+-----------------+-----------

72. Islam Bazar Radha Govinda 1870 Srihari Chabiri Mahishya 
r----r--------t-----------j--------+----------------l--·---------

73. Purusattampur Ram Chandra 1871 Gurudas Dey Mahishya 
Lanka gar 

7 4. Ramjivanpur Vishnu 

75. -do- Radha Damodar 

76. -do- Sridhar 

77. -do- Damodar 

78. -do- Lakshmi Janardan 
(Rejected) 

79. Ram Baburam- Damodar 
purbazar 

80. Syamsundarpur Radhakrishna 

81. Mitrasenpur Lakshmi Janardan 

1833 

1827 

1831 

1840 

1878 

1864 

1814 

P. S. : KESIARY 
82. Dihi Kesiary Brajamohan 18th c. 

83. Hasimpur Rasikray 18th c. 
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Jogmohan Dey 

Sricharan Paul 

Bansidhar Das 
Pramanik 

Haradhan Dey 

Shivacharan 
Dasbrajabasi 

Srimat Damodar 

Udhab Thakur 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Vaishnava 

Vaishnava 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and~ Contd ... 

Sl. Location Name of the Temple Established Name of the Caste 
No. Date Founder/Founder 

family. 

84. Tal Keshiary Radha Gopinath 18th C. Kishore Das. Vaishnava 

85. Kanchanpur Binanda Kishore 18th c. Purusottam Thakur Brahmin 

86. Keshirary Sri Gouranga 1943 Srimad Bhakti Kumud Brahmin 

87. Alina gar Radha Madhab Jiu --- Santa Gosvamin Brahmin 

88. Kanchanpur Narugopal --- Madhab Kar Mahishya 

89. Hasimpur Radhakrishna --- Kunja Rakshit Mahishya 

90. Kumarhat Radhaballav Jiu --- KedarDutta Mahishya 

91. -do- Jagannath --- --- ---

92. Kismat Radha Govinda 19th C. --- ---
Shivramnagar 

93. Varuttarahingli Madan Mohan 19th C. --- ---

94. Guaberia Vishnu --- --- ---

95. Deb hog Radhaballav The end of --- ---
18th C. 

P.S. : TAMLUK 
96. Tamluk Rajbari Radha Madhab --- Lakshmi Narayan Mahishya 

Ray 
·---

97. Bahiragar Ram Sita 1956 Haribhajan Va1shnava 
Mahanta 

-

98. Town Krishnarjun I Vishnuhari --- Tamradhaja Mahishya 

99. Kalagechia Radha Govinda Ashram 1341 B.S. Nimai Das Adhikari Vaishnava 

100. Tamluk Jagannath 18th c. --- Mahishya 

102. -do- Rama Lakshmi 18th c. ---

103. TamlukTown Mahapravu 16th C. Basudev Ghosh Mahishya 

104. Tamluk Raghunath --- Ram Kumar Das Mahishya 
Sankaryara 

105. Balluk MadanGopal 19th c. ---
106. Haldichak Gopinath 19th c. Gosvamin Family Brahmin 

107. -do- Radha Mohan Gopal 1995 A trustee Gosvamin 

108. Uttar Asutpur Mahapravu 19th c. Sripati Chakraborty Brahmin 

109. Patanda Radhakrishna Recent Rana family Mahishya 

110. Hakola Harimandir 18th c. Haribolananda Brahmin 
Gosvamin 

111. Haldichak Madan Gopal (See Fig.-4) 19th C. Adhikari Family Brahmin 

112. Gourangabarh Gouranga 1301 B.C. Chandi Charan Jana Mahishya 

113. Radhamani Radha Krishna Recent Yudhishthir Bera Mahishya 

PTO. 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and MillM Contd ... 

Sl. Location 
No. 

114. Panskura 

115. Laskardihi 

116. Dakshin 
Maynadal 

117. -do-

118. Kushar 

119. Chakdaha 

Name of the Temple Established 
Date 

P. S. : PANSKURA 
Radha Krishna 19th c. 

Raghunatha 1796 

Radha Govinda 1738 

Grave Temple of Madan 1864 
Mohan. 

Radha-Govinda 

Gopinath Jiu 

2000A.D. 

1st half of 
17th c. 

Name of the 
Founder/Founder 
family. 

Narayan Maharaj 

Pranballav Gosvamin 

Adhar Ch. Maji 

Nimai Charan 
Gosvamin 

Caste 

Brahmin 

Brahmin 

Mahishya 

Brahmin 

120. Purba Gopalpur Radha Vinod (See Fgi.-5) Reformed 1891 Smt. Uma Dasi 8rahmin 

121. Gonsaiberh Radhaballav 1st half of 
17th c. 

122. Dakshin Barahat Kishorimohan Jiu 1st half of 
19th C. 

123. Raghunathbari Raghunatha Early 18th C 

124. -do- Gopal Jiu 1744 

125. Arapur Grave Temple of Approx. Early 
Ramananda 19th C. 

Gouranga Dev. Brahmin 

Haridas Naga Mahishya 

Gaur Kishore Birkat Mahishya 

t-----t--------+----------+------+----------1--------- ----
126. Gopimohanpur RadhaballavJiu Approx. 18th C. 
t-----t---------+-----------+-------+-----------~---------

127. Dehati Gopimohan 1848 C. Avay Charan Maity Mahishya 

128. Rajhati Radharaman 1924 Smt. Rajabala Dasi Mahishya 

129. Syamsundarpur Raghunath 1813 Pahari Family Bramhin 
t-----+----------f------------1--------+-------------l-- --·-----1 

130. Atberia Shyamsundar (Ruined) 

131. Manglui Rasa Padestal of Radha 1859 
Shyamballavpur Damodar 

132. Pakuria Mahaprabhu (See Fig.-6) 18th C 

133. Deriachak Gobardhandhary 17 44 

134. Koya Radhagovinda Jiu 19th c. 

P.S. : PATASPUR 
135. Naipur Madanmohan Early 19th C. 

136. Biswanathpur Krishnabalaram 1901 

Thakurdas Maity 

Adhikary Family 

Joykrishna Utthasini 

Rangalal Sahoo 

Brindaban Das 
Adhikary 

Mahishya 

Adhikary 
Vaishnava 

Brahmin 

Mahishya 

Brahmin 

Brahmin 

137. Mirjapur Gopal Approx. 1885 
~-~-------4-~-----------+----------~------------~--------~ 

138. Gopalpur Radhamadhab Early 18th C. Chowdhury Family Brahmin 

139. Laya Brajakishore Jiu 200 yrs. ago Nanigopal Dasadhikari Vaishnava 

PTO. 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and Miat!.1§ Contd ... 

S I. Location 
No. 

140. Teparparla 

141. Pratapdighi 

142. Gokulpur 
(Kolanda) 

143. Pachetagarh 

Name of the Temple 

Lakshmi Janardan 

Rasikroy Jiu 

Grave temple of 
Gokulananda 

Kishore Roy 

Established 
Date 

Early 19th C. 

Early 19th C. 

18th c. 

Early 18th C 

Name of the 
Founder/Founder 
family. 

Gosvamin Family 

Bipraprasad Bhunia 

Jugal Kishore 
Mahapatra 

Caste 

Brahmin 

1\lahishya 

Brahmin 

P.S. : GHATAL 

144. Konnagar 

145. -do-

146. Radhanagar 

147. Nimtala 

148. Kharar 

Vrindaban ,Jiu 

Radhagovinda 

Gopinath 

Raghunath 

Sitaram 

1794 

Early 19th C 

1718 

Rasbehari Mohan 
Gosvamin 

Brahmin 

Brahmin 

Brahmin 

1801 --- Mahishya 

1864 Brajalal Maji Mahishya 
t----+-----·---·-··-~1-----------t-------t----------t-------; 

149. -do- Narayan 19th C. --- Mahishya 

150. Lachhipur Sridhamath 
-··-+-------
151. Chauli Sridhar Jiu 

1856 

1798 

Pelaram Bag 1\lahishya 

Sudhakrishna & Mahishya 
Ganga ram Jan a 

t--·-+-------t----------+------+---------··-+------··---
152. Gamvirnagar BigTulasi Mancha 1812 Smt. Ujjalabala Dasi Mahishya 

---+------·--
153. Dwandwipur Raghunath Early 19th C --- Mahishya 
~--r-------~--------------+--------~---------------+------~ 

154. Kushpata Lakshmi Janardan 1830 Ramitanu palit Mahishya 

155. Katan Raghunath 1837 

156. Alui Sridhar Jiu 1880 

157. -do- Radha Damodar 

158. Kismatkotalpur Vrindaban Chandra 

159. Shyampur 

160. Eakubpur 

161. Eswarpur 

162. Koangerpur 

163. Sripat 
Manoharpur 

164. Udayganj 

Kishorimohan & 
Gopimohan 

SridharJiu 

SridharJiu 

Lakshmi Janardan 

Radha-Ballav Jiu 

Sitaram 

1860 

Approx 1766 

Approx. 18th C 

1839 

19thC 

In the middle 
of 19th C. 

1350 B.S. 

1864 

Jangeswar Devasharma Mahishya 

Madhab Ch. Ray Mahishya 

Bhunia family Mahishya 

Adhikary Family Brahmin 

Parui Family Mahishya 

Ghosh Family Mahishya 

Tinkori Gosvamin Vaishnava 

Brajalal Maji Mahishya 

165. -do- Sridharnath Jiu Approx. 19th C. Santra Family Mahishya 

166. Dalapatipur Vishnu 1825 Midya Family Mahishya 

167. -do- Radha Damodar 1803 Samanta Family Mahishya 

P. T. 0. 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and~ Contd ... 

Sl. Location Name of the Temple Established Name of the Caste 
No. Date Founder/Founder 

family. 

168. Natuk SridharJiu 19th C. ---
Joykrishnapur 

169. Nabagram Go pal 1709 Roy Family Mahishya 

170. Haringeria Raghunath --- Darpanarayan Mahishya 
Singhahajari 

P.S. . NARAYANGARH . 
171. Moinathapur Gopinath 19th c. --- Mahishya 

-

172. Taruna Gokulroy Early 19th C. --- Mahishya 

173. Tnetyulia Radhunath Jiu In the middle of --- Mahishya 
Bhumjan 19thC 

174. Larma Radhakrishna 19th C. --- Nahishya 

175. -do- GopaiJiu 18th C. Madhusudan Mahishya 
e~-·----· ·--

176. Asada Madanmohan 18th c. --- Mahishya 

177. -do- Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 19th C. Hridaynath Adhikary Mahishya 1------' -------····-·-··· ... 

P.S. : GHAR BETA 
·--·--·----------·-~-

---l~;--· 178. Vagrikrishn- Krishnaraya 1855 Jadavram Brahmin 
an agar Chattapadhyay 

---.... ______ 
~---------·-······ ------ ----- . 

179. Raghunath Varhi Raghunatha 17th C. --- Brahmin 
---·-·· ·-····---·~···----1--·-~--------1------------------- ----------··--

180. Nalvona Radhakrishna 19th C. - ·~- Brahmin 
f---· ··-1------------- .. ·---·-t-·····--- ·---------··-·····- ----- -·------· -------·· ··--····-

181. Garhveta Town Radhaballav 1686 Mallaraj durjan Royal 
singhadev family 

--
183. -do- Damodar 1852 Ramsantosh Mahishya 

184. -do- Madanmohan 1882-83 Gopalsundari Devi Mahishya 

185. -do- Kanu goswami Grave In the middle --- Mahishya 
Temple of 19th C. --- --~-" --····- -------

186. Oriashahi Radhakrishna 1690 Durjan singhadev Royal 
famaily 

187. Bhattaram Damodar 1867 Kartickey Mahishya 
Dharanibibudh 

188. Pat Jentul Radhadamodar At the end of Das Family Vaishnava 
18th c. 

--
189. Kharkusuma Vishnu At the middle Chandhury family Mahishya 

of 19th C. 
--

190. Kharkusuma SridharJiu At the end of Pal family Mahishya 
19th c. 

-------~------- -----·- r----
191. Jalvandi Radhadamodar Late 18th C Dey family Kayastha 

!------- .. 

192. Patharberia Rams ita Early 18th C. Bagbij Gosvamin Mahishya 

PTO 

[ 109 J 



Chart of Vaishnava Temples and ~ Cant d ... 

Sl. Location 
No. 

Name of the Temple Established 
Date 

P.S. : KESPUR 
193. Anandapur Radhakrishna 

194. -do- Raghunath 

195. -do- Damodara 

196. Amanpur Radhaballav 

197. Gopinathpur Jagannath 

198. -do- Lakshmi Janardan 

199. Goshpur Lakshmi Janardan 

200. Padampat Sitaram 

201. Shyamchandpur Syamchand 

1869 

1893 

1870 

In the middle 
of 19th C. 

1721 

1890 

1819 

1829 

1831 

P.S. : KHARAGPUR 
202. Amodpur Raghunath 

203. Bejonardanpur Sitaram 

204. Knayta Raghunath Jiu 1804 

205. -do- Lakshmi Janardan 1882 

206. Kanthra Radha Govinda 

Name of the 
Founder/Founder 
family. 

Parikshit Bag 

Caste 

Mahishya 

Pratap Chandra Sarkar Mahishya 

Parikshit Bag. Mahishya 

Basu Family Kayastha 

Rani Siramani Singha Mahishya 

Palmal Family Mahishya 

Ghosh family Mahishya 

Nityananda Singha Mahishya 

Gopal Krishna Jana Mahishya 

Dey Family Kayastha 

Raut Family Mahishya 

~--~----------~------------------~----------+------------------+-----------

207. Khelar Damodar Jiu 1864 Darpanarayan Basu Kayastha 
~--+------------+------------------~----------+---------------- ---

208. Chamka Sridhar Jiu 1856 Ajodhyaram Nag. Kayastha 
~-~-----------+-----------------t-----------+------------------ ----------------

209. Saorda Gopinath Jiu 

210. Barbansi Raghunath Jiu 
~--.....l_ __________ __._ _________________ .L_ _________ --L.._ _____________ ----------·-

211. Asti 

212. Katapukur 

213. Kalitala 

214. Gopikantabar 

215. Jalchak 

216. -do-

217. Pingla 

218. Keleyara 

219. Tilandaganj 

P.S. : PINGLA 
Kishorimohan Early 19th C. 

Madanmohan Early 19th C. 

Radhakanta 19th C. 

Raghunath 1768 

Rarnchandra 1817 

Radha Krishna 

Radhakanta 1857 

Syamsundar Jiu 

Damodar 1817 

P.S. : BHAGABANPUR 

Gosvamin Family 

Anandalal 
palchaudhury 

Brahmau Family 

Bhattacharya Family 

Brahmin 

Brahmin 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Brahmin 

220. Arjunnagar Madangopala Late 18th C Rani Sugandha Devi Royal family 
~--r---------~~--------------~---------~-------------r------ -

221. Dheloa Radhagovinda Late 19th C. Rani Haripriya Devi 
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floyal 
family 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and Maths Contd ... 

Sl. Location Name of the Temple Established Name of the Caste 
No. Date Founder/Founder 

family. 

222. Kajlagarh Go pal Early 19th C Maheudranaryan Royal 
(Ruined) family 

223. Nandichak Raghunath 19th c. Chaudhury Family Mhishya 

224. Hamirpur Radhakrishna 1917 Narayan panigrahi Brahmin 

225. Bibhshanpur Damodar 1904 Dwarakanath Brahmin 
Bhattacharrya 

226. Paik Bherhi Shyamsundar 1830 Sitaram Sera Brahmin. 

P.S.: DEBRA 
227. Loada Radha-Govinda (deserted) 1858-60 Mahendra Bhuina Businessmer 

228. Loada Radha-Krishna (deserted) 1805 
(Bamunberha) 

229. Loada Bazer Radha-Krishna (deserted) 1842-43 

230. Golagram Lakshmi-Narayan In the middle 
(deserted) of 19th C. 

-

231. Malighati Brindaban Chandra 1845 Gadadhardas Bhukta Goswami 

232. Palasi Lakshmi Janardan 1824 Nandi family Kayastha 

233. Chandraberh Raghunath 1885 
--

234. Kankra Sivaram SridharJiu End of 19th C. Ghunia family Mahishya 

235. Pakui Brindaban Chandra End of 18th C. Choudhury family Kayastha 
·----- ~--~----t--------

236. Balarampur Sitaram 1860-61 Ramsundar Mallick Mahishya 
Mallikberh 

--· ..• --1-----------

237. Dingal Lakshmi Janerdan End of 19th C 

238. Chakbajit Lakshmi Janerdan 1908 Dey Family Business 
... 

239. Chakbajit Lakshmi Janerdan 1909 Dey family Business 

240. Dhamtor Sridhar 1909 Pitamber Bhunia Mahishya 
·---- ··-

241. Dhamtor Sridhar 1930 Adhar Ch. Sasmal Mahishya 
-~----1------------ ----- --------·- ------- . --

242. Amodpur Sitaram Middle of Pal family O.B.C. 
19th c. 

243. Amodpur Raghunath Jiu Middle of Gopal Krishna Jana Mahishya 
19th c. 

245. Talbandi Radhaballav Jiu 1863 Gosvamin family Vaishnava 

P.S.: EGRA 
----
246. Adlabad Radharaman Beginning of Bastinarayan Kayastha 

19th c. Das 
----

247. Alangiri Raghunath 1810 Bhikari Ch. Das Mahishya 
-----r--· -

248. -do- Radhagokulananda Middle of Narahari Choudhury Mahishya 
19th C. 

PTO. 
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Chart of Vaishnava Temples and Maths Cant d. .. 

Sl. Location 
No. 

249. Panchrol 

250. -do-

251. Chirulia 

252. Gahari 

253. Basudevpur 

Name of the Temple 

Radhabinod 

Gouranga 

Established 
Date 

Middle of 
19th C. 

Beginning of 
19th C. 

Ramchandra 1843 

Radhakrishna 19th C. 

Gagannath 18th C. 

Name of the 
Founder/Founder 
family. 

Mahapatra 

Brajendranath 
Das Mahapatra 

P.S. : MIDNAPORE SADAR 

Caste 

Mahishya 

Mahishya 

Tambuli 254. MidnaporeTown Gagannath 1851 
r-----t-------+-----------lr--------t----------j·--·-------1 

255. Habibpur Damodar 

256. Siromoni Ragunath 

257. Mirjabazar Gangadhar 

1805 

19th C. 

End of the 
19th C. 

Das family 

Rani Siromoni 
(Karnagarh) 

Mahishya 

Raj family 

~--J_ __________ ~-------------L------_J----------~---------

P.S. : DANTAN 
~-~---·-···-·--,----------.--------.----------,---------i 

258. Khandarui Radhaballav Jiu 18thC Gajendra Mahapatra Mahishya 
~--+------·----------!--------·--·- ··---1---------+----------t--- -----··--

259. Charai Radhagovinda Beginning of 
19th C. 

1--·--i------·-··· --·-·-----1f-------·---··- ---·---t-----·-·- -----t---·····-- ----·---. ------·-----·- -- f----- ·--··-----

260. Dantan Gagannath Beginning 

~~· Da~od----~--~ur ••. t:_:ana Ch J;~ ... ·--+--~-~;-:-~-o--f--- ··-------r--- --------------··--·--_·-__ - __ -~,_-_---·····-----··_-_-_-__ ·---~ 
P.S. : BINPUR 

1----.-----------r---·---------- -·· -··----------.----------,--------------~----------
262. Goypur Radhagovinda 1906 

263. Ramgarh Kalachand 1856 

Nivas Das 

Rajabahadur Singh 
Sahas Roy and 
Kaibalyadaini Devi 

Vaishnava 

Raj family 

264. Ramgarh RadhaSyam 1863 Radha Krishna Dasroy Mahishya 

265. Lalgarh Radha Krishna 19th c 
P.S. : MAHISHADAL 

266. Mahishadal Madangopal Rani Ganaki Devi Raj family 

267. Rambag RamJiu 1788 -do- -do-

268. Rajbari Dadhimanab 1926 Satiprasad Garga -do-

269. Kamarda Ragunath Jiu Recent -do- -do-

P.S. : SABANG 
270. Duvrajapur Lakshmi Ganardana 1811 Das family 

t-----+-----_____jl------------t----------------+----_.:_----+-------i 
Vasihnava 

271. Ganakivallava Tilanta Para 1810 Maity Family Zamindar 

P.TO. 

[ 112] 



Chart of Vaishnava Temples and Maths Contd ... 

S I. Location 
No. 

272. Sarata 

273. Sabang 

27 4. Singpur 

275. Rohini 

276. Sindur Goura 

Name of the Temple 

Lakshmi Ganardana 

Shyamchanda 

SridharJiu 

Established 
Date 

1870 

19th C. 

End 19th C. 

P.S. : SANKRAIL 
Rammandir 19th c. 

Radha Krishna 19th C. 

Name of the 
Founder/Founder 
family. 

Datta Family 

Pahar family 

Sailyabala Devi 

Caste 

Kayastha 

Mahishya 

f--....I------------4---------_..J_-------l--------·--'------t 

P.S. : RAMNAGAR 
277. Haldia Sarabhuja Gouranga Recent 

278. -do- Chaityana -do-

279. -do- Radha Krishna 12 year ago 

280. -do- Sarabhuja Gouranga Recent 

281. -do- Sarbhuja Ramkrishna -do-

282. Bagpura Mahaprbhu -do-

283. Mandar Radha-Krishna -do-

Ramani Ch. Das 

Prabhuram Das 

Kartik Das 

Late-Basanta Kr. 
Dasadhikary 

Sripati Dasadhikary 

Haripada Das 

Kshetramohan Giri 

284. Mandar Mahaprabhu -do- Nitaynanda Das 

285. Saihadpur Gour-Netai -do- Amlluya Das 

Vasihnava 

-do-

Vasihnava 

-do-

-do-

-do-

Mahishya 

Vasihnava 

-do-
~-~------+----------+------4---------~----------

286. Bodhora Radha-Krishna 1301 B.S. Krishna Kaiballyadaini A group of 
Committee Vaishnava 

P.S.: MOYNA 
287. Ramchandrapur Ramchandra Early 19th C. Ghorai family Mahishya 

288. Gojina Damodara Jiu Late 19th C. 

289. Srikantha Radha-Krishna 19th c. 
290. Gagirchak Radha-Krishna 19th C. 

291. Brindabanchak Brindaban Jiu 19th C. 
~---r------_, _______________ 4---------~-----------~---------

292. Garh Sakshat Shyam Sundar Jiu 18th C. 
~---r-------_, ___________ 4-------~--------------~-------

293. Dakshin Chanra Radha-Krishna Recent 

294. Kontala Vishnu 12 yrs. ago 

P.S. : CONTAI 
295. Deulbarh 

296. Bahiri 

297. -do-

298. Contai 

Gagannath 

Radha Govinda Jiu 
(Chhota Math) 

Ramsita (Bara Math) 

Gouranga 
(Bhagabat Math) 

1584A.D. 

300yrs. ago 

300yrs. ago 

1353 B.S. 
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Mahishya 

Bivishan Mahapatra Mahishya 

Raghubar Das 

Gopal Das 

Jayabar Gosvamin Vaishnava 

PT.O 



Chart of Vaishnava Temples and Maths Contd ... 

Sl. Location Name of the Temple Established Name of the Caste 
No. Date Founder/Founder 

family. 

299. Kantai Madanmohan 400 yrs. ago Mathura Das Gosvamin Vaishnava 
(Sara Math) 

300. -do- Kishore - Kishori Jiu 300yrs. ago Krishnadas Gosvamin Vaishnava 
(Chhota Math) 

301. Marishda Radha-Krishna 50 yrs. ago Nityananda Giri Mahishya 

302. -do- Raghunath Jiu 150 yrs. ago Golakmohan Karan Mahishya 

303. Nacinda Radha-Govinda 150 yrs. ago --- ---

304. Daisai Gouranga 150 yrs. ago Narottam Mandai Mahishya 

P.S. . JHARAGRAM . 
305. Jharagram Radharaman 19th c --- ---

P.S. : DIGHA 
306. Alankarpur Mahaprabhu Recent Lamodhar Pal Mahishya 

307. Sahabadipur Chaitanydev -do- Divakar Pati Brahmin 

308. Medinipur Gouranga -do- Nilendra Dutta Mahishya 

P.S. . HALDIA . 
--

309. Brajalalchak Gourangadham Ashram Recent A group of Vaishnava Vaishnava 

310. -do- Nitai Gourdham Ashram -do- -do- -do-
.. ···--·- -- -------~----··---·· ----- ------~ 

P.S . . NAN DIGRAM . 
---·---·- ------- ·- --~------- ----~-- . ------- ------------·---·---- --·-- -- ... " -- ·-

311 Hanubhuia Radha-Govinda 120 yrs. ago Ramkrishna Das Mahishya 
-- - .. ,. . ., _____ c----- ------------ -~-----------·--· --

312 Vekutia Mahaprabhu 19th C. Dhirendranath Adhikari Vaishnava 
--------··-- .... ,_ '--··· ............... _ ,_____ ___________ 

313 Srikrishnapur Gouranga, Radha-Krishna 19th c. --- A group of 
(Ananda Math) Vaishnavas 

1-----· ---· ______ .. _____ .... ----'-"-"'•"'-""" -----

P.S. . GOAL TORE . ---"""1------------F----- -- -------------- ------ --.. --1·------- - . 
[ Brahmin 3141 Bhattagram Damodar 1867 Bhattacharya family 
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M-1 

Shree Shree Nitai Gouranga Ashram 

Name and Location 
Shree Shree Nitai - Gouranga Ashram is situated at Raghunathpur village, half Km. 

away from Chandrakona Town. Late Nabin Chandra Dey of this locality founded it in 
1890 A.D. <19 l 

Description 
Now it is a brick built, well decorated beautiful temple consisting of Natmandir in the 

front, kitchen and Bhogshala (place of cooking food to the God) and a lodging of the wor
shippers in the north. Besides this, there is a boarding house for the poor and helpless 
students in the first floor of the building. 

The Antiquity 
In 1890 A.D. Late Nabin Chandra Dey built this brick temple and set up a Narayan 

Sill! named Lakshijanardan Jiu. He donated some landed property to carry on the worship 
of the deity out of its income. After his death his two sons Ashutosh and Nilkanta Dey 
carried on this task. Both of them had no issues. 

At that time Sri Ramdas Babaji was initiated to Nitai - Gour mantra by Sri 
Radharamancharan Das of Puri and stayed at Sri Radharaman Bag of Navadwip<20 l. That 
Ramdas Babaji made the images of Nitai and Gouranga in their dancing postures using a 
mixture of eight metals (Astadhatu) and began to worship them. At that time Ashutosh and 
Nilkanta were acquainted with Sri Ramdas Babaji by way of their religious relationship of 
the preceptor. At their request Sri Ramdas Babaji shifted to Raghunathpur village 
(Chandrakona) with the idols of Nitai and Gouranga in 1336 B.S. <21 l Thereafter the two 
brothers further enlarged the temple and Sri Ramdas Babaji set up the idols there and be
gan worshipping them. From then this temple is called Shree Shree Nitai Gouranga 
Ashram. In 1338 B.S. Ashutosh and Nilkanta bequeathed their 150 Bigha (1 bigha = 33 
decimal) landed property including the home-stead land to the temple. After they had died 
Sri Ramdas Babaji became the authority to conduct the worship and to manag8 the prop
erty. He formed a Sevayet Trustee Board and appointed a priest. After his death in 1360 
B.S. the Board of Trustee began to manage the property and appoint the priest and this 
system has been still going on. 

Deities 
In this temple there are the idols of Shree Nitai and Gouranga, the Narayan Sila and 

Lakshijanaradan Jiu and a statue of Gopal etc.<22l 

Daily Worship and Annual Festivals and Ceremonies 
As a rule the deities are offered both lunch and dinner of rice and poccannya (food 

boiled in ghee). The hymns of Sri Hari are sung thrice a day in the morning at noon and 
in the evening and the passages from Sri Chaitanya Charitamarita is recited also. After 
the worship prasad is distributed and everyday ten or twelve guests or poor people are 
offered prasad. 

19. Dirghangi, Kanailal, "Bhagna Deuler ltibritta" p.73. 
20. Das, Sanatan, "Srimanmahaprabhu" pp.15-20. 
21 . illli!. pp .15-20. 
22. Ref. Survey from the temple. 
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Various festivals of Vaishnava sects are observed here every year. Among them very 

remarkable are the birth and death anniversary of 108 Ramdas Babaji, (the number be
fore the name indicates his devotional rank) the Ras festival, the Jhulan Yatra (cradle -
swinging ceremony), Dolyatra, the Janmastami (the birth day of Krishna), the Radhastami 
(the birth day of Sri Radha) and the birth anniversary of Gourangadev. The greatest festi
val is held on 4th Chaitra (April) to commemorate the memory of Sri Ramdas Babaji (See 
Fig.-7). The function goes on for two days. The Adhivas (the preliminary occasion) is 
held on the first day. Next morning the procession of hymn singers followed by a well 

decorated hired elephant surrounds the town. The kirtana is also held in the temple. At 
noon about two to three thousand people are entertained with prasad (cooked rice with 
vegetable curres). 

Other Activities of the Ashram 

The present Maharaj of the temple, Sri Sanatan Das Babaji (Santi Maharaj) is also 
enthusiastic in some social and welfare works besides performing the religious rites and 
rituals of the temple. At present there is a free boarding house for poor students in the 
first floor of the temple. Poor parents are also helped during the marriage of their daugh
ters. Food and clothes are also supplied to flood victims. In the last terrible flood of 1978 
cooked food was offered to the flood stricken people for 18 days.(23l There is also a 
charitable dispensary for the poor patients. The temple also possesses a library of reli
gious books named Gouranga Library. Besides these, monetary help is also rendered for 
the funeral rites of the poor and cooking utensils are also lent to other temples on occa
sion.(24l 

Present Assets 

Among the landed property donated by Dey Brothers 26 acres has been vested. The 
rest is cultivated by share croppers and the due share of the produce goes to the temple 
The temple fund is realised by begging and voluntary contributions of the devotees. 

Impact on the People 

The temple spends about 35 thousand rupees per year for the religious activities and 
social welfare works-(25l The restless and sincere work of 16 sannyasies (the present in

habitants) and of Sri Sanatandas Babaji has developed the temple bit by bit and endeared 

it not only to the Chandrakona people but to some people of whole West Bengal. Sri 
Santandas Babaji is a melodious kirtana singer and a scholar of Vaishnava Sastra and 

philosophy in true sense of the term. He has written many articles on Vaishnavism in 
"Shreemohini Patrika", an annual magazine. By dint of his sweet personality and impartial 

judgement he exerts great influence not only on devotees but also on the local people. He 
himself leads a group of Kritana singers consisting of Sannyasies of the ashram to vari
ous place at invitation. Somehow, the people come here from far and near to join the fes

tivals and take prasad with deep devotion. Many poor parents and sick people approach 

the temple authority for monetary help. So, this historic temple of Chandrakona, a centre 

of religious culture of West Bengal, deserves sincere help and co-operation for its 
missionary works. 

23. "Srimanmahaprabhu" p. 15-20. 
24 Information collected from the present Mahanta, Sri Sanatandas Babaji. 
2 5 . 1J;llij. 
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T-1 

The Temple of Shree Shree Ramananda Goswami 

Name and Location 
The temple of Shree Shree Ramananda Goswami is situated at Arapur under 

P.S. : Panskura by the side of Howrah - Kharagpur South Eastern Railway and it is in the 
middle between Khirai and Hour Railway Station. 

Description of the Temple 
This west faced temple is about five hundred years old. The present temple is 

adorned with white marble and looks very beautiful. It is 25' high and 10' wide. In its 
south runs the Railway line and in the north is a beautiful Natmandir alongwith a tank in 
front of the temple. Shree Ramananda Goswami belonging to the local Mahishya family 
accepted Vaishnavism and made a small hut at the present spot for meditation. In other 
opinion,<26) Shree Ramananda was a close associate of Sri Chaitanya and accompanied 
him, like other associates, on his way to Puri from Nabadwip. But, as Shree Ramananda 
was too much burdened with age and fatigue he could not go on foot with them. At 
Arapur Sri Chaitanya advised him to wait at this spot and pledged to pick him up on his 
return journey from Nilachal. With a heart full of grief for having been deprived of the hap
piness of keeping Sri Chaitanya's company, Shree Ramananda sat there looking west
ward at Sri Chaitanya's path. He meditated there and breathed his last singing the name 
of SriHari. This is the reason why Shree Ramananda Goswami temple faces westard, and 
the local people believe it also. But it is an exception to other Vaishnava temple. 

The Antiquity 

The true identity of Shree Ramananda Goswami is still unknown. Yet his sepulchre 
(grave temple) undoubtedly shows his holiness. However, the zamindars belonging to Dey 
family of Ghoshpur were so inspired by Shree Ramananda's asceticism that th3y donated 
four acre rentless land adjacent to the temple. Though this temple was first built with brick 
and mortar, it was remodelled afterwards. The supernatural (rather divine) aspect of this 
temple makes wonder. The British Government tried to demolish the temple to construct 
the Howrah - Kharagpur Railway line in 1898-99 A.D .. But the British Sahebs failed to do 
so being tormented by the spirit of the temple. This fact has been mentioned in the Rail
way records as per statement of the present priest of the temple and the booklet entitled 
Shree Ramananda Goswami.<27) 

Daily worship and annual festival 
Every morning at six O'clock a Brahmin pays offerings to the departed spirit of Shree 

Ramananda Goswami symbolised by a raised platform within the temple. Flattened rice 
with sugar, sweets, fruits, milk and condensed milk etc. are offered to Shree Ramananda. 
The offerings by the temple authority as well as by outside devotees continually go on 
throughout the day along with Sankirtana performed by a permanent staff. After sun set 
as per convention nobody is allowed to offer flattened or ghee-boiled foods to the sainted 
dead. Such foods are also prohibited totally on the eleventh day of the moon. The day of 
Kojagari Lakshmi Puja (the day on which people remain awake through out night) is re-

26. Das, Madanmohan, "Shree Ramananda Goswami", p.1 
2 7 l.Ql.Q, p. 7 
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garded as the birth day of Shree Ramananda Goswami and on that day worship is per
formed with great pomp in the temple. The function prolongs for two or three days amidst 
kirtana and other rituals. About 50 Kg. flattened rice mixed with sugar is distributed 
among the people present on those days. The wooden charriot is drawn on Ramanabami 
(the day celebrated as the birth day of Shree Rama in Chaitra or Vaisakh). It is the big
gest festival of this temple and continues for four days. The recitation of Sastras like 
Srimad Bhagabat etc., dramatic performance of opera party and other cultural perfor
mances are also the component parts of the festival at different phases. Devotees come 
from far and near and enjoy it. 

Impact and Popularity of the Temple 
Everyday devotees come from far and near to offer votive offerings to the saint. Even 

they come here from Bihar, Orissa, Calcutta, 24-Parganas, Haldia, Digha, Midnapore, 
Tamluk, Ghatal, Moyna, Datan, Kespur, Kesiary etc. Everyday about three or four hundred 
devotees assemble here. During full moon or new moon day this number increases upto 
eight or ten hundred. They come with. a desire and tie up a string in a tree near the 
temple of Shree Ramananda with the pledge that if their desires are fulfilled, they will pay 
their promised offering to the saint; and they do keep it (See Fig.-8). Some come for get
ting a child and after the child is born, they offer puja which includes flattened rice, fruits, 
milk, sweet etc. with a doll just on the annyaprasan (first eating rice) of the child. Some 
offer puja after recovery from incurable diseases. Likewise, some do the same for their 
cows and calves. These people also offer a doll calf each. On inquiry we have been fur
ther told that many betel cultivators and vegetables growers of Panskura and Tamluk get 
bumper crops by sprinkling the bathing water of Shree Ramananda into their fields. The 
bathing water of Shree Ramananda Goswami is regularly collected by the aforesaid per
sons from the temple authority and for this no extra payment is charged by the priest. In 
our days of scientific and technological advancement people still adhere to such religious 
belief and rituals. Fees of offering puja to the temple are mentioned here 

Items of worship Rate 

1 Kg. flattened rice Rs. 2.00 

Sweet Rs. 1.00 

Doll (image of a boy or girl) Rs. 10.00 

Calfimage Rs. 5.00 

Dhak<28l (drum) Rs. 10.00 

Band Music<291 Rs. 15.00 

Every devotee is offered a printed receipt of the fees and his or her address is writ
ten in the counterpart maintained in the temple custody. This address clearly indicates the 
place he comes from. 

Administration of the Temple 

A village committee consisting of representatives of all political parties has been 
formed to look after the daily worship in the temple smoothly. The committee is named 
"Ramananda Jiu Temple Organising Committee". It has two secretaries from two parts of 
the village. This committee appoints a Vaishnava Brahmin<30l to conduct the priestly func
tion of the temple. He is paid Rs. 2000.00 per month. On different occasions this priest 

28. Devotees bring Q.Y.jg to the temple with the beating of drum. For it they have to pay Rs.1 0.00. 
29. Same, they have to pay Rs.15.00 for band music. 
30. Vaishnava Brahmin means the priest must be the followers of Vaishnavaism. 
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can take three or four assistant Brahmins to assist him and he has to pay them from his 
own. The temple earns about Rs.75,000.00 (Rupees seventy five thousand) a year from 
fees. This money is spent for the salary of the priest, annual festivals and repair of the 
temple. Besides this, the names of many donors donating money for the temple construc
tion are found in the name plates. At present the interior and exterior of the temple are 
adorned with white marble and the nat mandir has also been beautified. The excess 
money is sometimes spent for the repair of village road. A primary school (just after inde
pendence) in the name of Shree Ramananda has also been set up adjoining the temple. 

Conclusion 
This shows that man's religious faith is advancing steadily along with the advance of 

science consciousness. It can be inferred that if the wish of the devotees had not been 
fulfilled, they would not have come to the temple in such great numbers. Hence, religious 
faith still plays a great role in moulding our social attitude and behaviour. 
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Shree Shree Govardhandhari Jiu Temple 

Name and Description of the Temple 

The Shree Shree Gobardhandhari Jiu temple is situated at Oeriachak village of Panskura Police 

Station. It is only 3 Km. away from Bhogpur Railway Station of South Eastern Railway. It was founded 

by Late Sri Joykrishna Utthasani in the first part of the 40's of the 17th Century. The temple has 
adjoining Bhogsala (Kitchen) and worshippers' lodging in the right and a mud built hall in the front. 
There is also a Rasmancha near the temple. This temple was repaired in B.S. 1393. 

History of the Temple : 

In 1741-42 A. D., when Jitnarayan Roy was a king of Kasijora, Kujmandas Babaji, a saint, brought 
a stone idol of Shree Gobardhana after a holy dip in the Ganges to his native village Chainpur (now 
Baharpota) under Panskura P.S. He passed his night under a banian tree. The day having dawned, the 
people saw an old saint seated in meditation under the banian tree. They fetched milk and sweets on 
their own accord to him. The saint offered all to Shree Gobardhan and distributed prasad to all pre
sents. After a few days, in the afternoon of Madhukrishna Trayadasi he passed away signing the holy 
name of Hari(31 >. The village chiefs reported all this to the king who, accompanied by his courtiers 

reached this spot, gave a decent burial to the saint and also arranged a Mahotsav in his honour. Then 
he took the idol of Gobardhan to the Royal Palace and set it up in the temple of Sri Krishna Roy Jiu, 
their dynastic God. Thereafter, he made all arrangements for the proper worship of Gobardhandhari 
Jiu. After a few days the king dreamt one night that the Gobardhandhari would be very pleased by the 
service of Joykrishna Utthasani of village Deriachak. So, the king sent for him next morning. 

Strangely Joykrishna also dreamt the same dream at night and was approaching the king for the 
same purpose. So, Shree Gobardhan, amidst Sankirtana, was brought to Deriachak. Now the king 
ordered that if any of his subjects wished to organise a Mahotsav, Shree Gobardhan would be sent to 
his house with the previous permission of the village chiefs. Since then it has been a custom that 
Shree Gobardhan visits the abodes of the devotees to be worshipped there. At first the king sent 
foods and sweet for the worship of the deity, but afterwards, he donated some property for worship. 

Still now Shree Gobardhandhari has been being worshipped by the successors of Joykrishna. 

Description of the Deities : 

The main deity is the stone idol of Shree Gobardhandhari with conch, chakra, lotus, goda in its 
four hands. The idol is represented as playing flute with two hands, lifting the Gobardhan mountain in 
his left hand and showering blessing to the distressed with his right hand. It has a threadless garland 

from neck to foot. In both sides of the idol are standing two maids - Lalita and Vishakha as well as two 

cows with calves. All the idols on a single altar have expressed a glowing example of sculptures (See 
Fig.-9). The idol resembles Kshirchora Gopinath (Remuna). Besides these, there are four brass and 

stone idols of Gopal, a few~. two images of Radha and Krishna, Saraswati etc. 

Daily Worship and the Annual Festivals : 

Cooked rice is offered to the idols both day and night throughout the year except in Po us Sankranti 

(Jan.) and Janmastami (Aug.- Sept.). Besides this, almost all the festivals of Vaishnavc. sects like 
Rathayatra, Rasyatra, Dolyatra etc. are observed in a special manner. Shree Gobardhan is bathed on 

31. Gosvamin R. "Shree Shree Govardhan Charir pp.35-36 
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Pous Purnima and then is worshipped with pomp and grandeur. In the chanchar festival (burning of 

the evil spirits) and in the Holi festival of Dwadasi in the month of Chaitra (April) the idol is taken to the 

temple of Kujmandas Babaji at Baharpota (P.S. Panskura) and a mahotsav is held there on this occa
sion. On the occasion of Rasyatra of Baladev in Chaitra (April) the idol is taken to the Rasmancha in 

a chariot with the signing of hymns and Sankirtana. About one thousand devotees are offered meals. 

Property 

The kings of Kashijora - Jitnarayan and Rajnarayan bequeathed by a will a property(32l of 365 

bighas (one bigha = 52 decimal) for conducting daily worship and bhog (meal offering ) of Shree 
Gobardhan and for the entertainment of the visiting guests. They intended that the produce of one 

bigha would be spent one day. However, all property except 33 bighas has been vested by the State 
Government and a case has been lodged in the High Court. The Government only offers annual 

compensation of Rs. 355/- only but as there are so many difficulties in drawing the sum, the temple 
authority no longer draws it. Some property has been sold. The present property amounts 20 bighas 
only. 

Impact 

Shree Gobardhandhari has a benign influence on the locality. People often take the idol to their 
houses and hold mahotsav on account of their deep faith in it. Most of the days in the year the idol 
visits the houses of the devotees. Even sometimes it visits two separate houses in the morning and 
evening of a day. According to Annykut Utsav or custom as quoted in "Chaitanya Charitarnrita" people 
are holding the mahotsav to fulfil their wishes. Local people also take part on special occasions of the 
temple. In a word, shree Gobardhandhari of Oeriachak Village has been being worshipped not only in 

the 50 or 60 Villages of P.S. Panskura, but also some other parts of Midnapore district. So it has been 
still upholding the great spiritual influence of Vaishnavism among the thousands of devotees in this 
district. 

32 Deeds of this temple have been collected and consulted carefully. 
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Shree Shree Radha Ballav Jiu Temple 

Location 
Garbeta was once an ancient and prosperous village in Midnapore district. Now it is a 

town and it is situated 3 Km. away from Garbeta Rly. Station on the Adra - Kharagpur 
Rly. line of South Eastern Railway. 

This place was named Beta in 1979 A.D. in Renal's map. Once it was the capital of 
Be: gari Kings. As the Garh (fort) of the king was situated there, Garh has been prefixed 
before Beta. Perhaps it is the significance of the name of Garbeta. 

The Sarbamangala temple of Garbeta is perhaps the oldest temple here. Besides this, 
Shree Shree Radha Ballav Jiu temple also bears the ample evidence of the profound de
votion of Durjan Singha, a Mallaking. It was inscribed on the temple that it was built on 
992 Mallabda or in 1686-87 A.D.(33>. 

Description 
Shree Shree Radha Ballav Jiu Temple, located in the middle of the Brahmin habitation 

at Garbeta town, is very ancient and entirely built of stone. It is an eight thatched 
(atchala) temple and about 15' high and 8' wide. It has doors in the east and south. There 
was no terracotta design on the outside wall of the temple. But artistic design and images 
of birds manifest artistic taste of the artisans. On four sides of the temple there are four 
figures of Garuda in devotional posture. In the south east corner of the temple there is a 
beautiful Tulsimancha with a Dolaltar in the South. We came to know there were seven 
such Tulasimanchas of Garbeta of which four are stili extant. (34l 

History of the Temple 
History says that the Bishnupur Raj Durjan Singha Malia suddenly attacked the Bagari 

King Tejas Chandra Singha in 1686 A.D. and defeated him and captured his kingdom. 
Then Durjan Singha, extremely exhausted by fighting and walking, sent his men to find 
out a Vishnu temple as he never took food or water without worshipping Vishnu. His men 
searched here and there but found no trace of a temple. Finding no other alternatives he 
set up Salogram Sila in a place and worshipped it. Then he decided to set up a temple of 
Shree Radha and Ballav Jiw (Krishna) in that place. So Shree Shree Radha Ballav Jiw 
Temple was built. Thus the king provided a temple of Shree Radha and Krishna for the 
people to worship there. 

Deities 
In this temple there are the statues of Shree Radha and Krishna. The statue of 

Krishna playing a flute was made of dark black stone. It is 2' high and a little shorter in 
height in comparison to the statue of Krishna Roy Jiu of Bagari. The Shree Radha statue 
of similar size is made of a mixture of eight metals. Her face is smiling. Their joint figures 

33. Ghatak, S. "Radha Ballay Jiur ltjbrita ", p. 5-6 and Ref. " The Malia kings established an Era of their own. This Malia 
Era or Mallabda dates from the establishment of the Raj by Adi Malia (695 A. D.). Thus the Malia year begins from 
lodra Dwadasi day in the Bengali month of ~. the day of the coronation of Adi Malia. This Era was employed in 
all the temples and documents of the Malia Raj." - "History of Bishnupur Raj" by Abhayapada Mallik. 

34. The four extant Tulsimanchas are- 1) in front of Shree Shree Radha Ballav Jiu Temple, 2) beside the Gopal Jiu 
temple of Agasthi family (Brahmin), 3) beside the house of Chitta Dey and 4) in front of Vaishnumandir at Roycourt. 
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( Radha and Krishna ) suggest the grace and blessing of Almighty on human beings. 
There are some salograms and images of Vishnu in the temple. 

Daily worship and the Annual festivals 
Every noon a Brahmin dedicates cooked food to the deities. Every evening they are 

also worshipped with lighted candle and the blowing of conches and the ringing of bells. 
On some special occasions and festivals the deities are worshipped with pomp and gran
deur. These are chariot festival, swinging festival, Janmastami, Radhastami, Rasyatra and 
Dolyatra. Among these the chariot and Dol festivals are very important. 

During Rathayatra festival the images of Shree Radha and Krishna are drawn along 
the streets of Garbeta town in a beautifully decorated wooden chariot. Many people draw 
the chariot by holding the ropes. The chariot comes to another locality (Singhapara) and 
stays there for eight days. After the period the images return to the original temple along 
the same path in the same process. Next day the deities are bathed and worshipped and 
then are made to sleep on the eleventh day of the noon in the fullmoon fortnight. 

During Dol festival thousands of people (both men and women) assemble in the 
temple. They offer scented avir (a red powder) on the feet of the stone images and wor
ship them with profound devotion. On this occasion a small fair is held in the temple pre
mises. It continues for three or four days. There are about forty temporary stalls and local 
people come to shopping. 

Present condition of the temple 

The Mallakings bore all the expenses of daily worship, food offering festivals and ritu
als in the temple. After a short period they stopped paying and the Bagari kings came for
ward to bear these expenses. But as the dignity of kingship and the power of kings, 
mainly financial, dwindled in the later period, they could not pay it. At this stage the local 
people stepped forward to keep up the tradition of Shree Shree Radha Ballav Jiu. Re
cently a Trustee Board has been formed to keep alive the existence of the temple. The 
Trustee Board has decided to spend 125 paisa for daily worship of the deities. As the 
Dolmancha dilapidated, the Board has repaired and rebuilt it with the voluntary donation of 
the local people. This brick walled and asbestos (metal thatch ) roofed Oolmancha is 
used for Jhulan (swinging festival), Ras and Dol festivals. 

Impact 

About three hundred years ago this temple established by the Malia King Durjan 
Singha began to preach the Vaishnava religion in the Garbeta region, though the victory 
of Vaishnava religion started much before the construction of the temple. A strong follower 
of Sri Chaitanya, Sri Saranga Das Babaji devoted himself to the spreading of Vaishnavism 
about four hundred years ago in the Garbeta area. He, too, lived there for many years. 
Even his grave at Kallaytchgerya is still a holy shrine to the devotees. In B.S. 1392 this 
sepulchre had been repaired. We can peep into the sacred heart of Durjan Singha when
ever we glance at the very beautiful statue and the temple of Shree Shree Madanmohan 
at Bishnupur established in 1000 Mallabda. However, Shree Shree Radha Ballav Jiu 
Temple of Garbeta has a great impact on the local people. They still adore the deities with 
flowers and fruits. Though the pomp and grandeur of the temple have waned for want of 
money, the people's faith in the temple has ever remained the same. 
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Shree Radha - Govinda Jiu Temple and Math 

Location 

Dakshin Moynadal is a small village in Panskura Police Station. It is two Km. away 
from Keshapat on Ghatal - Panskura metal road. 

Description of the Temple with the Images 
The Madhyacharya Math of this village is very old. In 1738 A.D. Sri Pranballabh 

Goswami founded it. There are the images of Shree Radha made of eightmetals, of 
Govinda of costipathar (touchstone), a stone statue of Raghunath, Gopal Jiu of Salogram 

Sila and two images of Gour and Nitai of neem wood in this M9.1b.. There are some sculp
tural designs on the outward surface of the temple. Adjacent to this temple there is also a 

Hari altar. In the western side of the temple there is a grave of Sri Pranballabh Goswami. 

There are three other graves beside it. In the eastern side of the temple the Jhulan altar 

(cradle altar) of Shree Radha Krishna is situated. It was built in 1848 A.D. according to 

the inscription on the altar. There is a natmandir in front of it. It was built in B.S. 1326. 

There are four graves temples of the Mahantas beside it. The names of the late Mahantas 
have been inscribed in the temples. There is a Ras-plat-form at a little distance of the 

temple and in front of it there are three grave temples. This is the detailed description of 
the temple of Shree Radha Govinda Jiu. 

History of this Temple 

On enquiry from the present Mahanta Sri Sukdev Das Gosvamin we have come to 

know that Sri Pranballabh Gosvamin, the founder of the temple, was the disciple of Sri 
Mukundadas Gosvamin who was the younger brother of Krishnadas Kabiraj, the author of 

"Chaitanya Charitamrita". Once being directed in dream by Prabhu Nityananda Krishnadas 
Kabiraj set out for Vrindavana. On the eve of his journey he delegated the charge of 

worshipping his family deity to Mukundadas Kabiraj. According to his elder brother's di

rection he was engaged in worshipping the family deity at Jhamatpur in Burdwan district. 

His disciple Sri Pranballabh Gosvamin began to grow up under his care. But a conflict 
having been cropped up between the guru and his disciple, Sri Pranballabh left the place 

with the idols of Shree Radha and Govinda. He was moving and moving. At last he ar
rived at Dakshin Moynadal on foot. Here he took rest under a Bakul tree. When he tried 

to pick up the two images in order to leave the place, he found with great surprise that 
the idols had been much heavier than before. As he could not lift the idols of 1-,i~ worship, 
he stayed there. Seeing this the local people showed their reverence to the idols and 
spontaneously rendered their help to build up the temple. In their generous donation the 

temple was constructed about 260 years ago. In 1950 A.D. this temple was repaired. Thus 
it is inscribed in the temple that the temple is reconstructed after 200 years and the wor

shipper is Sri Radharaman Das Gosvamin. 

Daily worship and Annual festivals 

Every noon rice-offering is dedicated to Shree Radha Govinda Jiu. The evening food 
is offered along with the chanting of hymns and Sandhyarati accompanies it. The food 

consists of milk, Khai, sweet, fruits etc. But in the months of Kartick (Nov.) and Vaisakh 

(May) the breakfast is offered in the morning hour. Various worships and festivals like 

[ 124] 



Akshay Tritia, Jhulan Yatra, Janmastami, Radhastami, Annyakut, Dolyatra, Rasyatra and 
assembly meeting in memory of Kabiraj Gosvamin(35

> etc. are observed here. 

The largest and most important festival of the temple is celebrated in the Jhulan 
purnima (full moon night) in the month of Bhadra (Sept.) It begins on the fifth day after 
Rakhi Purnima and continues till the 9th day. So the festival is observed for five days at 

a stretch including community sankirtana, concert and reciting of Sri Chaitanya 
Charitamrita and Krishna Yatra. During the five days all present are given prasad and a 
mahotsav is held on the concluding day. In the evening the images of Shree Radha and 
Govinda are brought to the Jhulan Pedestal with the sound of drum, mridanga and karatal 
(cymbal). 

On this occasion a fair is also held in the temple vicinity. Many buyers and sellers 
from the different areas assemble in the fair on the Jhulan Purnima in the month of 
Bhadra (Sept.) Almost all the items of a village fair like sweet meat shops, stationary -

shops, merry-go-rounds etc. are seen here. Besides this, Kirtana is held in the 

Akshay Tritia. Daipanta (curd and wet rice) is offered to the deities in the month of Jaistha 
(May - June). 

The death anniversary of Krishnadas Kabiraj is celebrated on the Viiaya Dasami. The 

Annyakut festival falls on the first day of full moon fortnight in Kartick. The memorial cer
emony of all the dead Mahantas comes off on the first day after the Dol Purnima. But 
now the day has been shifted to the third day of the moon just preceeding Sri Rama 
Nabami since B.S. 1397 and at that time Sankirtana and Mahotsav are held. In the all 

days between Radhastami and Durgastami the deities are offered cooked rice in the 

evening. The above informations prove that at different times of the year and on particular 
occasions there is a variety in the moods of worship and food offering to the deities. 

Present property 

It is known from Sri Sukdevdas Gosvamin, the existing Mahanta that the Radha 
Govinda temple still possesses a property of 21 acres and 65 decimals. But in Sept., 
1979 the State Government vested all the property excluding 8 acres and 65 decimals. A 
law suit was filed against the Government . The court ordered the Revenue Officer to re
consider its estate in 1991. A Revenue Officer held a hearing on 14th January, 1993 and 
passed his judgement that all the properties must go in the possession of the Maha
ntas. (36

> But some party cadres have captured some land illegally. Besides this, there are 

some Bhag-Chashi (share croppers). A part of the property is uncultivated. Here are 
three tanks adjacent to the temple. A deed executed in 1878 shows that Sri Krishnananda 

Gosvamin was granted the Madhyasatta (the power of collecting rent) of some land in 
P.S. Tamluk, Panskura, Narayangarh and Pataspur. But the State Government previously 

acquired all such lands. Only the temple is offered Rs. 12.00 per year as compensation 

on its property. (37
> But there are immense troubles to draw the sum. Another free property 

deed shows that the Mahanta Late Ramnarayandas Gosvamin bequeathed by a deed a 

property of 284 Bighas (one bigha = 33 decimal) to Sri Radharamandas Gosvamin and 
also recognised him as Mahanta on January, 19th, 1923. But all these property have been 
vested now. 

35. Death Anniversary of Krishnadas Kaviraj. 
36. According to Court Order preserved by the present Mahanta. 
37. According to documents supplied by the present Mahanta. 
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Still seven persons reside permanently in the temple. It has two paid workers. The 
Mahanta, Sri Sukdevdas Gosvamin himself supervises the cultivation and looks after the 
cattle. He says that the present expense is much higher than the present income. So, he 
has claimed some grant from the State Government. 

The list of Mahantas : The list of the Mahantas of this temple from the beginning to 
present day. 

Sri Pranballabh Das Gosvamin (first) 

Sri Radhamohan Das Gosvamin 

Sri Krishnananda Das Gosvamin 

Sri Brajadulal Das Gosvamin 

Sri Binodmohan Das Gosvamin 

Sri Madhab Chandra Das Gosvamin 

Sri Gora Chand Das Gosvamin 

Sri Ramnarayan Das Gosvamin 

Sri Radharaman Das Gosvamin 

Sri Gokulananda Das Gosvamin 

Sri Sukdev Das Gosvamin (Present). 

Other Social Activities 
Even the Mahantas of the temple are engaged in many public welfare works. For ex

ample, Late Mahanta Radharaman Das Gosvamin took initiative in setting up a school 
at village Hatishal (P.S. Panskura). The school was first recognised as a Junior High 
School and he was the Secretary of this school in the period of 1950-60. At present, ef
forts are being made to upgrade it into High School. Besides this, the previous Mahantas 
took part in the meetings held in the village to solve the disputes of the villagers. 

Impact 

From the above information about Shree Radha Govinda Jiu Temple a.t Dakshin 
Moynadal we may conclude that the temple exerted a strong influence on the local people 
in the past. Even today they respond spontaneously to the various festivals of the temple. 
The local people come here to give offering in the Pous Sankranti (December). It is said 
that many barren women have been pregnant after taking the water obtained from wash
ing the wooden shoes of Sri Pranballabh Das Gosvamin. It is assumed that the temple 
has some divine power. 

Conclusion 

At present the Society has been complicated. There are envy and violence among the 
people. Clashes and enemities are increasing day by day. Still people come here, listen to 
kirtana and obtain peace and solace in their strife - torn lives in the holy name of Srihari. 
It is certainly an invaluable advance in humanity's march to spiritualism. 
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Sri Sri Mahaprabu Temple at Tamluk 

Antiquity of Tamluk 

At present Tamluk Town is situated on the western bank of the Rupnarayana in the 
eastern side of the Midnapore district of West Bengal. In ancient time it had many names 
like Tamralipta, Tamralipti, Tamalini, Tomolipti, Belakul, Vishnugriha etc. It is said that the 
sweat of Vishnu in his Kalki incarnation during the slaughter of the demons dropped here 
from his body and sanctified this place.<38

> For this reason the place earned the epithet as 
Vishnugriha. Tamralipta is also mentioned in the Mahabharata. Tamralipta was the capital 
of king Tamradhwaja. The king dared to capture the Aswamedha Horse of the Pandavas 
and had a fierce fight with brave Arjuna.<39> Pleased with his heroism Krishna and Arjuna 
entered into a friendship with him. The images of Krishna Arjuna set up by the king have 
been being worshipped in the Vishnuhari temple of Tamluk Raj family. It is also mentioned 
in the famous Buddha scriptures of Mahavansa that it was a famous sea port in 307 B.C. 
The Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang also expressed wonder to see the valuable trading 
goods of the city. The Chinese travellers Fa-Hien and ltsing remarked that the Buddhism 
had a great influence on the city in the 7th and 8th centuries A.0.<40l The Orissa king 
Cholgangadev captured Midnapore in 11th Century and from that time the city of 
Tamralipta began to decline.<41

> Then the sea gradually receded from the city and made 1t 

a metropolis. The Bargabhima Temple of Tamluk is undoubtedly an outstanding achieve
ment of antiquity.<42

> The above mentioned facts proved that in the past Tamluk was a seat 
of religion and this trend is noticeable even today. 

History of the Temple 
The arrival of Sri Chaitanya in the town of Tamluk is perhaps a link between the past 

and 1he present. It is stated in Murari Gupta's Karcha that Sri Chaitanya on his way to 
Puri reached the Proyagghat of Tamluk on Friday morning of 20th Phalguna in the Bengali 
year 916 and entered into Utkal Kingdom<43l. 

The sloka is -

"tomolipte mahapuneye haree kshetre jagatguru 
brahma kunde krita snana dadarsha sri madhusudana" .144 ! 

Free Translation : The Jagatguru (Sri Chaitanya), having reached the Harikhestra 
(temple) of sacred Tamluk, bathed in the Brahmakunda and saw the statue of Sri 
Madhusudana. 

Basudev Ghose was Sri Chaitanya's disciple and companion and also a versifier.(451 

Returning from Vrindavana he heard that Sri Chaitanya had died in 1534. 

Overwhelmed with severe grief he began to cry "Ha Chaitanya; Ha Chaitanya ;" and 
behaved like an eccentric.<46l He directed his close disciples, "Give me a living burial, I 

38. Mitra, Ashok (Ed), Paschjm Banger Puja-Parvan-0-Mela, Ill Part, p.402. 
39. J.Qi.Q. 
40. Ghosh, Binoy, Paschim Banger Sanskriti, Vol.-11. 
41. Mitra, A.,~ p.403. 
42. Maity, P.K., Tamralipta- Tamluker Samaj-0-Sanskriti, p.85. 
43. Goswami, Gopinandan ; Tamaluke Srikrishna Chaitanya, p.42. 
44. Gupta, Murari, Karcha Vol.-111, Canto 6th, 2nd verse. 
45. Ghosh, Binoy; QQ&.i1. p.80 (2nd vol.) 
46. Das, Srikrishnacharan ; Sri Sri Shyamananda Prakash, p.39. 
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do not like to keep up my mortal life.<47l His devotees and disciples dug a deep trench 

according to his direction and Basudev Ghose entered into it. At that time they began to 

sing Kirtana and to fill up the trench. Basudev became static in meditation and they 

stopped filling up the trench. The kirtana continued. After sometime he regained con

sciousness and uttered, "Sri Chaitanya has appeared before me in dancing posture and 

said that " I am and shall be always with you" .<48l As a result he was not buried. From 

that time this place was named as Naropota (front place of the temple). 

Now the bereaved Basudev made a boyhood idol of Mahaprabhu (See Fig.-1 0) and 

began to worship it to console himself<49 l. After a time he left the task of adoration of the 

idol to his disciple, Madhav Das and went on a pilgrimage.<50l In other views Sril Basudev 

breathed his last and his Samadhi still exists in front of the Mahaprabhu temple. But in 

course of time the idol worship as introduced by him no more prevailed and the child im

age of Sri Chaitanya was taken to village Pasandi of Mirzapur<51 ) (Tamluk Sub-Division 

and near NH-41 Road). 

Later on, Sril Syamananda (as mentioned before) dreamt one night and revived this 

worship.(52
) He informed his disciple Sri Rasikananda of his dream. Then Syamananda, 

Rasikananda and a few Vaishnavas came to the king of Tamralipta.(53l The king was im

pressed with some miraculous acts of Syamananda and agreed to obey him. After that 

Syamananda, Rasikananda, some Vaishnavas and the king and his armed guards brought 

back the idol from Mirzapur (Sub-Division Tamluk) and restored the extinct worship con

ducted by Sri Basudev Ghosh at Naropota of Tamluk. At that time the king, the rich and 

many respectable devotees donated land and money to continue the worship of Sri 
Chaitanya. 

"Glory to Syamananda; glory to Rasikananda; 

As they serve in great joy Sri Chaitanya." 

Description of the Temple 

At present the Mahaprabhu temple is situated on a plot of about two and a half acre. 

In front of temple, there are mosaic front temple (nat mandir), the swing pedestal (Jhulan 

Mancha) in the left, the kitchen room, bath room etc. in the back and two big rooms in 

the right hand side. In front of the temple gate exists the grave of Sril Basudev Ghosh 

and a big tank in its left. By the side of the road opposite to Tamluk Court one can see 

the main gate of Mahaprabhu temple and just after the entrance the grand and beautiful 

Rasmancha. There are some sculptural evidence on the main temple and the nat mandir 
is beautifully decorated. 

Deities 

Here are the images of Sri Chaitanya, Gopinath, Radharani and five Gopals in the 

temple. These are worshipped in three times of everyday. 

47. !.Qi.Q, p40. 
48. !.Qi.Q. 
49. Basu, Jogesh Chandra, Medioipurer 1~, p.317 
50. l!2iQ. 
51. Das, Srikrishnacharan; ~- p.38. 
52. j_Qj_Q. 
53. J.tlli;j. 
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Daily Worship 

At dawn the manglarati is held and the images are offered sweets. Then the dress of 

Mahaprabhu is changed and he is worshipped with flower, 1l!.@§l, sandal paste etc. In the 

forenoon Dhuparati and Ballyabhog are offered. At noon the Annyabhog is given and after 

arati he is laid on bed. He is awakened in the afternoon and fruits offering ara given. In 

the evening there are Sandhyarati and Sitalbhog. At the same time holy scriptures are 

read and kirtana is done thrice a day. At supper the deities are offered Annyabhog again 

and then laid on bed after arati. Everyday all these are done with sincerity and devotion. 

Besides this daily worship, special worships and festivals are held on special occasions 

throughout the year. 

Some of these are Chandanjatra, Jhulanjatra, Janmastami, Radhastami, Annyakut, 

Mahotsav, Raspurnima, Advaita Saptami, Nityananda Trayodasi, Dol Jatra, Haridas Nirjan 

etc. The annual function dedicated on the death anniversary of Sril Basudev Ghosh is 

held in Madan Trayodasi and it is the largest festival of the temple. This festival is held for 

nine days in the month of Chaitra with Harinam Sankirtana, Nagar Parikrama, Chaitanya 

worship and Vaishnava entertainment. Not only the Vaishnavas are entertained but also 

about six thousand people are offered annyaprasad (a rice offerings) at Mahotsav which 

is held at the last day of the function. A few kirtana teams are hired and a few 'Jaishnava 

scholars are invited to read holy scriptures and to take part in religious discussion. In 
brief, it is a great religious movement in which people of different strata join. To execute 
these programmes smoothly and peacefully the present temple director, Mahanta Sri 

Syamsundarananda has formed an advisory committee which is also looking after the 
property of the temple. 

About eight persons including the family of the present Mahanta ha':~ remained en

gaged in different tasks of the temple like worship, cooking, cleaning etc. and they have 
to take strictly vegetarian diet. 

Property 

At present the temple has an agricultural land of six acres at Soutanchak (Sub-Divi

sion Tamluk). But these have been "borga recorded". Sometime before the land amounted 

to fifty acres. A market known as Mahapravu Bazar is also adjacent to the temrle. About 

30 stalls of the market place have been leased to Tamluk Municipality at a monthly rent of 

rupees twelve hundred. The temple Mahanta has also directly leased 15 stalls to local 

people. Besides these income, donations, subscriptions are also taken from local people. 

Impact 

The impact of the Mahaprabhu temple on local people is great and wide. On enquiry 

we are able to know that everyday about one hundred devotees come to the temple to of

fer their ~ and to show their regards to the deities. Some people come to the temple 

with vegetables or fruits produced in their own field. A few families both rich and poor. 

servicemen and businessmen of Tamluk town are directly associated with the temple for 

the smooth running of the worship. Even the Councillor of Tamluk Municipality, S.D.O., 

Tamiuk, Judges and a few advocates of Tamluk court visit this temple at times. Subscrip

tions are collected from them for the annual festivals. 
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With their donation the temple and its surroundings are being repaired. Daily and oc

casional visits of the votaries and their active participation in the festivals clearly prove 

the impact of the temple on their moral uplift. 

A list of Mahantas/worshipers of Mahaprabhu temple is put here from the very be
ginning to upto date : 

Basudev Ghosh 

Madhav Das 

Certain Brahmin (Mirzapur in P.S. Tamluk) 

A few Mahantas of Gopiballavpur Sripat. 

Sarbeswarananda Dev Gosvamin 

Nandanandanananda Dev Gosvamin 

Govindagopalananda Dev Gosvamin 

Gopalgovindananda Dev Gosvamin 

Krishnakeshabananda Dev Gosvamin 

Syamsundarananda Dev Gosvamin & 

Anjali De vi (wife) 
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Shree Shree Gopinath Jiu Temple 

Name and Location 

The village Chakdaha, three km. away from Bhogpur Station of South-eastern Railway 
and the same distance from Purusttampur bus stop from Panskura-Tamluk bus route, falls 

within the territory of P.S. Panskura. Shree Shree Gopinath Jiu Temple of this village is 
very old. 

History of the Temple 

From the present Mahanta Kunjabehari Oas Adhikari we came to learn that about four 

hundred fifty years ago a saint named Kalinimaicharan Gosvamin came here from 

Vrindavana and set up this temple with Salogram sila. Firstly, he made a small cottage to 

adore the stone idol. Then this place was full of deep jungles. He felled trees and plants 

to build this hut and thereafter concentrated in the worship. He took the profession of 

aLachak (a person not indulging himself in begging except for his livelihood). 

During his worship and meditation in the lonely place far from the madding crowd, a 
boy named Radharaman from nearby village came to his close contact and became his 

disciple. After a time Kalinimaicharan passed away and his disciple Radharaman 

Gosvamin became the sevayet of this temple. He made some disciples and getting some 
monetary help from them he purchased some landed property for the temple. As per his 

preceptor's directive he remained a bachelor and a sannyasi. Consequently after his death 

his worthy disciple Madhusudan Gosvamin took the whole charge of the temple. 

Madhusudan Gosvamin was a child of the Jana family of this village. He enhanced 
the landed property of the temple as well as greatness of the temple. He established the 
stone idol of Gopinath Jiu and brass idol of Sri Radha in the temple. It was he who con
structed the pacca building. After Madhusudan Gosvamin his place was taken by Sri 

Bansibadan Gosvamin, originally a member of the Samanta family of Jagannatrpur Village 
under Daspur P.S. He bequeathed all his paternal property to the temple. After his death 
another man of the Samanta family of the same village named Bhajanananda Gosvamin 
became the worshipper of the temple. He further increased the landed property of the 

temple. The present sevayet Sri Kunjabehari Das Adhikari is his disciple. He is a Brahmin 

of Chandipur Village of Panskura P.S. He is now 84. He has been staying in the temple 

from his 12 years of age. This is the history of the temple in short. 

As per direction of founder Mahanta every Mahanta or Sevayet has remained bachelor 

and has given up his original surname and accepted the surname of his preceptor but the 
exception is Kunjabehari Dasadhikari. 

Description of the Temple 

Mahanta Kunjabehari Dasadhikari repaired this temple in 1379 B.S. Around the temple 
there are rows of coconut and mango trees. There are two big tanks on two sides of the 
temple. In front of the temple there is a Rasmancha with nine minars. Near the 

Rasmancha there is a Tulgsimancha and adjoining it there are ftve Samadhi temples (five 

tombs of Mahantas). 
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Daily worship and annual festivals 
Every morning the Gopinath Jiu is given a breakfast with cheese and sweet and at 

noon rice at least with three curries. But in the month of Kartika four carries are offered 
with rice pudding. After midday meal the images are put to bed. In the evening Iucci, suji 
(food stuff) etc. are offered as ballyabhog. Except this, on particular occasions during the 
year various festivals are observed in the temple. In the Janmastami, Radhastami, 
Raspurnima and Dolpurnima, the worship is conducted with Sankirtana. In the 
Raspurnima Kirtana and Mahotsav are held. At this time about six hundred people take 
prasgg in the Mahotsav. Dolyatra is the greatest festival of this temple. Though it is only a 
day's festival, it is observed with sankirtana for twenty-four hours and a Mahotsav. Above 
two thousand people are entertained with meal in the Mahotsav. Besides this, the death 
anniversaries of five late Mahantas are also observed here on respective dates. 

Landed Property 
In the past the temple had 15 acres of landed property(54) and some hard cash. But at 

present it has only 369 decimal(55) land and hard cash has been exhausted. The main rea
son of the change is that the fifth Mahanta Bhajanananda formed a trustee of twelve local 
people to manage the temple activities and to look after the landed property and funds. At 
that time landed property amounted to 15 acres and cash to 70 thousand rupees. 
Mahanta Bhajanananda grew seriously ill and died. It is custom that his worthy disciple 
Kunjabehari Das Adhikari should be the Mahanta of this temple. But this trustee disap
proved him and tried to defulcate the property and hard cash of the temple. Finding no 
other way Kunjabehari Das Adhikari sought the legal protection. They forged the signature 
of the previous Mahanta Bhajanananda and intimidated Kunjabehari with Santa! archers. 
Even they tried to kill him. But by dint of strength, courage and wit Kunjabehari lodged 
sixteen civil and criminal suits against then and won. For the law suits he had to dispose 
of a portion of the landed property of the temple. But he failed to recover the hard cash 
of Rs. 70000/- (Seventy thousand rupees) and some ornament of the idols. After the dis
posal of the suit the trustee has become nonexistent. It is to mention here that during the 
law suit period the brass idol of Radharani was stolen from the temple. Kunjabehari 
Dasadhikari has procured a new one from Calcutta. He has sold some property and re
paired the temple. 

The present Mahanta himself cultivates the above mentioned land. He himself looks 
after the bullocks and cows for milk. At present a local man named Syamapada Mishra 
has been appointed as a cook of the temple and a woman called Jamini looks after the 
cattle. 

Impact 

The local people have some faith in the temple of Gopinath Jiu and they spontane
ously take part in the festivals and sometimes offer monetary help. Sometimes they offer 
Pujas to the temple. Offerings are paid to the temple particularly on the fulfilment of the 
personal wishes of the people. After all the temple has exerted a deep spiritual influence 
on the local people. There is a close relation between the Mahanta of this temple and the 
Mahantas of Sripat Gopiballavpur. 

54. Information has been collected from the present Mahanta Kunjabehari Das Adhikari. 
55. Deeds of the temple are consulted. 
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Hakola Harimandir 

Location and Description 
The village Hakala, one and a half kms. away from Mecheda Railway Station in the 

south, is situated by the Digha-Mecheda 41 High Road under Tamluk sub-division. Here is 
a Harimancha (platform) in a pacca room with tin shed. About one hundred and fifty years 
ago a hermit named Haribolananda came here. Once this hermit lived in the Gujarkharoi 
village in the same sub-division. He belonged to the Samanta family (Mahishya). He took 
his mother to Vrindavana. He put her there and having been christened there, he began to 
travel here and there. He was also married but his conjugal life was very short. He re
nounced his wife and came here during his travel and with the help of the loc3!s he built 
a mud-hut and established a Harinancha there. Then he began to worship Sri Hari twice a 
day. Wtihin a few days he got some devotees. He handed over the charge of worship to 
them and went to Mayapur in Nadia district and became the Mahanta of a Thakurbari 
there. 

Sometimes he visited Hakala and his devotees waited for him at Mecheda Rly. Station 
and took him here with Harinama Sankirtana. Though he died and was cremated at 
Navadwip, his statue has been installed in the north of the Hrimancha. 

Before departing from Hakala Haribolamanda chose twelve persons from twelve fami
lies of this village and gave them the responsibilities of conducting worship and nama

sankirtana in the temple. One of the twelve persons discharges the responsibility for a 
month. Besides this, two members have been selected for Janmanstami and Raspurnima 
performances. The inheritors of these families have been conducting the same worship of 
the temple till today. 

Daily Worship and Annual Festivals 
Everyday worship is done by the selected vegetarian Vaishnava or Brahmin. In the 

evening nama sankirtana is held in the temple premises. The above selected twelve fami
lies have to bear the expense of the Nam sankirtana. Besides this, every day some 
devotees bring some offerings consisting of batasa (sugar cakes), flattened rice, molas
ses etc. and Sri Hari is worshipped with these offerings. But special arrangements of wor

ship and sankirtana are also made in notable dates like Akshaytritia, Janmastam1, 

Buddhapurnima, Raspurnima, Makarsankranti, Maghipurnima etc. 

The greatest festival of this temple is held on Akshay Tritia in Vaisakh. Though it lasts 
for only three days, it is very significant. At that time the temple is decorated gorgeously 
with light and flowers. The Adhivas (the preliminary occasion) is done on the day before 
Akshay Tritia. Next morning that is in the morning of Akshay Tritia the singing of kirtana 
begins and it continues for 24 hours without break. Various groups come to sing and hun
dreds of people listen to it. Next day is the day of completion ceremony. At abuut 10 a.m. 
the groups of hymn singers (verha kirtana) surround the village; and devotees also bring 
their offerings to the temple. In the afternoon again the kirtana begins with fourteen khols 
(Mridanga), 14 Karatals (cymbals) and 14 conchs. After this the greatest festival of this 
temple, harilut, (the scattering of batasa) is observed in a gathering of some thousand 
people and devotees. About 500 kg. batasa is scattered on that day. After the completion 

of Harilut in great hilarity the chira (flattened rice) offering is distributed among all present. 
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About thirty thousand devotees and visitors assemble on the occasion. Every year about 
75 men and women cut dandi(56l arround the temple. Some devotees dedicate batasa 
equal to the weight of their sons and daughters promised before. Many devotees whose 
wills have been fulfilled come every year in hundreds. 

A village committee is formed for this purpose. About 200 volunters are appointed to 
manage the crowd and traffic is suspended on NH-41 for an hour. 

Impact 
In the conclusion it can be said that there is not single day on which some person or 

devotee does not bring ~ to the temple. The local people have deep faith in it. There 
are several examples that some persons have been cured of their incurable diseases 
only by tasting the soil of the Harimancha. It is reliably reported that some barren women 
have been blessed with children by following this practice. Thereafter they came here with 
votive offerings for their fulfilment of motherhood. Jaladhar Manna is now an assistant 
teacher of Sagarbarh High School, P.S. Panskura and at present he resides at Mecheda 
under Tamluk sub-division. Once his son was attacked with an incurable disease and ad
mitted into Calcutta Medical College Hospital. As he was not cured, he was brought home 
in despair. At last he was made to take Charamamrita (water received after washing the 
feet of Srihari and mixed with other ingredients like tulasi, sugar, sandal pastr; etc.) and 
he gradually came round. After his son's cure Jaladharbabu offers a hundred kilo of 
batasa for Harilut on Akshay Tritia and donates Rs. 1000/- (one thousand rupees) to the 
temple authority every year. Recently Sri Upendranath Bag of Hakala village has 
begueathed by a deed a landed property of three decimals for the temple. Besides this, 
the temple has no landed property. 

The Hakala festival is expanding every year and the organisers think of constructing 
a pacca Temple there 

56. After bathing men lie down stretch on the ground and again do this from that point; thus doing again z.nd agau1 
they cover a definite distance or a number of times promised before. 
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Sri Sri Mahaprabhu Temple 

Location and Description of the Temple 

Shree Shree Mahaprabhu Temple of the Jana family is situated at village Uttar Asutpur 

under P.S. Tamluk, about a half km. away from Ramtarak Bus Stop on the 41 N.H. It has 

now brick walls with a tin shed. It is about a hundred years old. One Sri Sripati 

Chakraborty, a poor Brahmin of this village, had been worshipping the wooden idols of Sri 

Gour and Netai in his own cottage. This Brahmin had no issue. He reached the fag-end of 

his life. It was impossible for him to offer food to the deities on account of his dire pov

erty. One day he approached well-to-do Balaram Jana, a rich man of this village and im

plored him to worship the deities. Balaram gladly accepted his request, built a cottage and 

set up the idols there and conducted the worship. As he had no son, he adopted Sri 

Govinda Jana and after Balaram's death, Radhika Oevi, Govinda's wife, became the 

Sevayet. 

Balarambabu executed a deed on December in 1952. It is known from the deed that 
Balaram constructed this temple on his ow·n income and bequeathed to Radhikadevi, the 

sevayet, a landed property of 110 decimal to meet the expense of the worship in the 
temple. 

Worship and festivals 

Besides the idols of Gour and Nitai, there are also the brass idols of Radha and 

krishna. and a brass statue of Narugopal placed on a brass chair. The deities are offered 

breakfast m tile morning and rice with curry at noon. The worshipper Brahmin cooks food 

1n his own house and brings it to the temple. For this, he is given one mound paddy 

(37kg.) every month. The worshipper must be an Utkal Brahmin and initiated to 

Krishnamantra. On some special days of the year, the worship is performed with a bit of 

grandeur. On such days, the deities are decorated with new clothes, garlands and flow

ers. 

The Janmastarni and Nandotsava are held in a befitting manner. On Pous Sankranti 

day, villagers of ten to twelve villages bring their offerings to the temple. Khituri (prepara

tion made out of rice, lentils and various kinds of vegetables) is offered to the deities on 

this day and then it is distributed among all present. Chirabhog (flattened rice with sweets 

and ghee) and Kirtana are held on QQ1 and Ras festivals. After the Ras festival, the idol 

of Sri Mahaprabhu is taken to the neighbouring village named Chitra; and kept and wor

shipped there for a fortnight. 

The idols of Gour and Netai are taken sometimes by the villagers to their houses for 

worship. They also arrange kirtana and Mahotsav for the worship. The worshipper Brahmin 

is duly paid in such cases. The deities are also presented gold ornments. This shows the 

immese popularity of the deities and the temple among thirty to forty villages. 
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Madhwacharya Math at Kaigerya 

Name and Location 

A Madhwacharya Math known as Shree Shree Damodar Jiu Temple is situated in the 

western border of village Kaigerya under P.S. Daspur of the Ghatal sub-division. The 

temple is 15ft. in height and 12 ft. in length and breadth. There are four graves in the 

temple campus and the Damodar Sila within the temple. 

Deities 

The Damodar ~ is a round shaped black stone with a wheel mark in the middle. 

There is also a brass idol of Narugopal. Both the images are very impressive to look at. 

In addition, there are a black stone statue of Krishna and white statue of Balarom. 

Present Worshippers 

At present Nityagopal Das, an ascetic of 75 is in-charge of the temple. His original 

home was at Dhanyaghora of Hooghly. Coming for meditation, he settled here. He lives a 

very holy and temperate life. There is also a lady as the co-partner of his meditation. It is 

also known that they have kept themselves absorbed in worshipping and meditating. They 

have no off-springs. The lady never wears sankha and sindur (vermillion) as the married 

women of this sect are not allowed to do so. 

Landed Property 

Perhaps the Math was established during the reign of Burdwan King Tilakchand and 

Tejoschandra. At that time vast areas of the Ghatal sub-division belonged to the posses

sion of Burdwan Kings. Panchanan Roy Kavyatirtha mentions in his GhatalecKatha the 

following documents showing the donation of land as Devottar and Vaishnavattar property 

by the king Tilakchand. He donated twentyone bighas land in five villages of Chetua 

Pargana to this temple with his official seal and signature. It is noted in the deed that the 

crop of the above land would no longer be demanded by the king from 21st Chaitra of 

1171 B.S. 

Afterwards in 1178 B.S., another document of land donation was executed by king 

Tejos chandra in Devnagari letters. In this document, one bigha land of Kaigerya was do-
'' 

nated to Radhacharan Adhikari and Krishnacharan Adhikari, sons of Gokul Vrindavana 

Adhikari of village Jotmoniram in Chetua Pargana. 

It is evident from the documents that the Vaishnavattar property in Kaigeria including 

Madhyacharya Math was made rent free by the pious Burdwan Kings who donated 25 

bigha land of Jotmoniram to Radhacharan and Krishnacharan Adhikari to defray the ex

pense of Madhya Charya Math of Kaigeria. Radhacharan and Krishnacharan succeeded to 

the ownership of this Math (including everything attached to it) and a list of successors 

has been furnished in the end. 
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Festivals 

Now it is a temple of the Saul Sect. At one time Priya Dasi was the in-charge of this 

.Mru.Q. After her death her husband Srivas Das became the Mahanta of this Math. He 

willed the landed property to Uddhava Das, the then Principal of West Bengal Saul, 

Sect.(57l This Uddhava Das placed here his preceptor Sri Ramkrishna Gosvamin who af

terwards died in the Math on 1st Vaisakh in 1272 B.S. From then on a great festival is 

held here every year on this occasion from the 1st to 7th Vaisakh. 

Many ~ from Birbhum, Bankura, Burdwan, Nadia, Murshidabad etc. assemble here 

to celebrate the death anniversary of Sri Ramkrishna Gosvami. In this festival after food 

offerings to deities, they take prasad and dance. Though the ancient tradition of the Saul 

assembly has lost its previous lustre for pecuniary crisis, the festivals of 1st Vaisakh and 

7th Pous (the foundation day) have remained alive by the liberal contribution and co-op

eration of the local people. Still today, many Vaishnavas and Sauls assemble here and en

gage themselves in worships, discussing philosophy, reading of sacred texts, feast, sing

ing and dancning. This Math has no Govt. aids so far. Recently an educational institution 

has grown up in the name of Damodor Jiu. It is a four-class, Government aided Girls' 

Junior High School. 

A list of successors is given below'58 l 

Radhacharan and Krishnacharan Adhikari 

Brahmoyee Dasi 

Priya Dasi (Husband Srivas Das) 

Uddhava Das (Guru Ramkrishna Gosvami} 

Nandalal Das 

Advaita Das 

Nityananda Das 

*** 

57. Chowdhury, Manabendranath, Kaigairya Gramer Madhwacharya Math prasange in Sei Paribrajak, 1992, P. 9 
58. l.QiQ. 
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