
CHAPTER- V 

Preachers of neo-Vaishnavism and their Lives and Role 

In this chapter an attempt has been made to depict the biographies as well as the ac
tivities of the preachers of neo-Vaishnavism in Midnapore. These include Basudev Ghose, 
Syamananda, Rasikananda (Rasik Murari) and his descendants, Bhajan Adhikary, 
Govinda Das and other deceased and living Vaishnava saints. But among these preachers 
the role of Syamananda and Rasikananda deserves special mention for their outstanding 
activities. 

Chaitanya went to Puri through the Midnapore district. This momentous event found 
many a staunch advocate of Chaitanya's neo-Vaishnavism in the post-Chaitanya period 
These followers, in their turns, contributed much to make this faith a mass movement. 
Among them Basudev Ghosh, Syamananda, Rasikananda were very remarkabiP-. 

Basudev Ghose 

The complete biography of Basudev Ghose is not yet available. From stray references 
it is known that he was an inhabitant of village Kumarhattya in Burdwan district. They 
were three brothers-Govinda, Madhab and Basudev and contemporaries to Sri 
Chaitanyadev. They migrated from Kumarhattya to Navadwip. Basudev was the youngest 
of three brothers and he was a bit older than Sri Chaitanya. Otherwise he could not have 
observed Sri Chaitanya very keenly. "He was the eye-witness of Sri Chaitanya's birth, 
childhood, inception and sannyas."(1

J "These three brothers were staunch adherents and 
very favourite of Sri Chaitanya," says the writer of "Gourtarangini". "Govinda, Madhab and 
Basudev are three brothers. When they sing kirtana, Gouranga and Nitai dance."(2

' So it is 
known from the above lines and other references that the three brothers were versifiers 
and renowned Kirtana-singers. The eldest Madhab was a melodious singer. 

After his sannyas Sri Chaitanya sent three brothers to three different spots for 
preching, Madhab at Dnaihat, Govinda at Agradwip and Basudev at Tamluk. Madhav and 
Basudev accompanied Nityananda when he came to Gouda to preach. CCM says, "Sri 
Chaitanya directed Nityananda to go to Gouda country and take Madhav and Basudev in 
his company. So they accompanied him.(

3
J There is another allusion that Basudev was 

one of the five dohars (one of the members of chorus who repeats the burden or every 
line after the leader of the party) of main singer Sri Govinda Ghose, when a kirtana was 
held at Nilachal during car-festival. 

At Chaitanya's advice Basudev Ghose had to settle down at Tamluk for the preaching 
of gospel of Vaishnavism and stayed there till death. In 1533 when Chaitanyadev died, 
Basudev got a rude shock in his heart. In this situation he got a little consolation by wor
shipping the boyhood statue of Mahaprabhu in the temple near Tamluk court and took a 
great role in spreading Vaishnavism in this area. He composed many padavalies 
(Vaishnava Padas) which have been discussed in details in chapter VIII. 

1. Adhikary, lndubhusan, (Ed.) Medinipurer Lekhak·Lekhika-0-Grswl.lliwanji, 2000, p.48. 

2. C.C.M, Adilila, p.50 

3. C.C.M., Adilila, p.55 
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Syamananda in History 

In the 16th century a poor Sadgopa named Srikrishna Mandai lived at Dharenda near 
Kolaikunda in Midnapore. He earned his living by cultivation. Owing to family dispute he 
and his wife Durika Devi left the village and temporarily settled at Dandeswar in Orissa. 
Afterwards they returned to Dharenda to live there permanently. Both the husband and 
wife were temperate, righteous and fully holiminded. Durika Devi was also very 
devotional and devoted to her husband. A rhyme of BR stands thus, "They lived before at 
Dharenda Bahadurpur, the learned men say about the date of Syamananda's birth.(4

) 

Birth 

Though poor and needy, Srikrishna Mandai was immensely rich in spiritual wealth. The 
neighbours were very charmed at the calm and gentle nature of this Krishna-devoted 
couple and their deep and profound devotion to gods, Brahmins and Vaishnavas. A 

Bengali verse of RM may be quoted here "Both the couple were devoted to Brahmins and 
practised all kinds of religious practices with sacred heart'' .(s) Srikrishna Mandai had 

many sons and daughters. But they all had premature death. In spite of that they never 
broke down in grief and could not keep themselves aloof from the thoughts of God. So a 
child was born on Chaitra Purnima (full moon) of 1535 A.D. (

6
) in the house of this pious 

couple. He grew day by day like the moon. The mother brought him up with great care. 
The neighbours called him Dukhia as the parents got and nurtured him with deep 
sorrow.(?) 

Early Education and Religious Zeal 

Then on an auspicious day his father started his learning when Dukhia was only five 
years old {1540 A.D.). From that time a spirit of indifference was noticed in this child_(s) 

Within a short time he finished Vyakaran (Grammar) and other Sastras and he never 
indulged in others' company.(9 l The child grew adolescent and began to go through various 
scriptures and listened to them along with regular learning. All these generated in him a 
thought and feeling of Srikrishna. "Often he immersed himself in thought of Srikrishna and 
always cried shouting "Krishna", "Krishna".(10l He became a young man. But he 
considered indulgence to family life as poison and he had no taste for anything without 
the name of Krishna.(1 1l Gradually Dukhia received a great inspiration in company of Gour 
devotees coming from Gouda country. The wave of Gour-love moved his heart. Here is 
the translation of a Bengali verse of BR.- "He heard the stories of Gour and Nityananda 
and his heart was charmed. Now he began to sing their glory and shed tears incessantly 
as the uninterrupted flow of a stream."(12 l 

4. BR, Tarangal, p.16 
5. RM, Pruva, 2, pp.S-11 
6. As per Kanakmanjari Sri Sri Syamananda by Brajendranandanananda Dev Gosvamin. But there is a 

confusion about his date of birth as Prof. R.K. Chakraborty has accepted 1556 A.D. as the year of his 
birth though he has mentioned 1533 A.D. which was fixed by Haridas Das. For details see Chakraborty, 
R.K., Vaishnavism of Bengal, p.244 

7. BR, Taranga 1, p.16 
8. Dev. Gosvamin, Brajendranandanananda, Kanak-Manjari-SriSri Syamananda, First Canto, p.2. 
9. BR, Taranga 1, p.16 
10. RM, Purva, 2. pp.B-11 
11 . lJllij 
12. BR, Taranga 1, p.16 
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Seeing such condition of their son his parents thought that Lord Krishna had 
bestowed his blessings on Dukhia. One day they called and advised him, "May you be 
initiated in Krishnamantra."l 13) They also directed him to go to Ambika Kalna in Burdwan to 
find out his guru. At that time Ambika-Kalna was very famous as a great shrine of 
Vaishnavism on account of being the place of worship of Gour-Nityananda by a renowned 
devotee Gouridas Thakur by name. 

Craving for Preceptor 
It was a dewy and misty night of Phalguna It was yet to be dawn. The members of 

the family were still enjoying the morning nap. At that time Dukhia who was averse to 
family life got up from the bed. The eighteen years old youth bowed down to his parents 
and giving up all the pleasures of earthly life set out in an unknown path only with the 
name of Krishna in his mouth. He was in the costume of an ascetic. His heart grew tired, 
"How can I see the Lord! First of all I must find out the preceptor."114) 

In the diffuse light of the morning a tall and fair young man was walking hurriedly 
along the unknown path of Gouda singing the name of Krishna. He crossed villages, 
fields, forests, rivers and streams without any help and means. His only wealth was his 
unshaken faith in the feet of his preceptor. This young man was Dukhia, the son of 
Srikrishna Mandai of Dharenda Bahadurpur. First he reached Neradeul, now in Kespur P.S. 
of Midnapore. Thereafter, he crossed Chetuanagar at the vicinity of Midnapore and arrived 
at the front temple of Sri Abhiram Gosvamin at Khanakul Krishnanagar of Hooghly district. 
Here his eyes feasted on the charming beauty of God Gopinath. He again continued his 
journey towards Ambika with an ardent longing for finding out his preceptor. 

It was about evening. The mild Spring-wind was blowing. Trees put forth new leaves 
and flowers The birds were twittering. The sacred Jahanhbi was flowing rnurmuringly fhc 

earth seemed to wear a very beautiful robe. 

The Ambika town, situated near Kalna Railway Station on the Bandai-Katwa Rly., was 
also brimming with hilarity. With an anxious and throbbing heart and faltering steps and 
tearful eyes, Dukhia entered the temple of Sri Sri Gour-Nityananda idols worshuipped by 
Gouridas Thakur. 

It was the time of evening worship. The bells were ringing, conches blowing and the 
glories of Lord Krishna being sung. The air also was sweet with the fragrance of incense. 
!t was really a holy atmosphere. The young man came into the courtyard. He was 
astonished to see the twin figures of Gour and Nityannanda. He lost himself in an 
unspeakable joy. "He had a spiritual bliss in his heart and he was overwhelmed."(ls) 
Gradually the night advanced on. The devotees asked about his whereabouts and brought 
him to Sri Hriday Chaitanya Thakur. Dukhia observed, "The Thakur sitting in company of 
the Vaishnavas was speaking about the glory of Lord Krishna and weeping and langhing 
in turns in a trance."l 16) 

Seeing the feet of his long desired preceptor the starving young man got renewed 
energy and taking prasad (food consecrated to God) lay down to sleep. But he could not 
sleep. His mind was filled with diverse thoughts, hopes and despairs. Constantly repeating 
the name of Krishna in a vibrating heart he noticed the approach of dawn. He left bed 

13. J.QlQ 
14. PV,Ch.12, p.98 
15. l!lli!. p.99 
1 6. 1.QlQ 
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while the other devotees were not awake. With a broom he reached the Rasmancha 

(Rasaltar), started to sweep it and spontaneously was singing the name of Krishna in a 

buzzing tone. At that time Hriday Chaitanya Thakur came out and was very much pleased 

to see the holy service of the young man. The temple cleaning is one of the main items 
of sixty four devotional services of Vaishnavas. He saw that Dukhia was roarnir.g about 
here and there at the invincible attraction of Lord Krishna in an age when almost all 

people were absorbed in carnal desires of conjugal life. He was happy to see the 
spotless work of the young man.(17l He went to him and enquired after him. Dukhia fell on 

his feet and informed him of his whereabouts. Sri Thakur was much more charmed 
noticing his profound devotion, deep respect and heart melting craving for Krishna and 
initiated him(1s) and directed him to clean the temple and Rasmancha and devote himself 
to serve the preceptor. 

Studies under his Preceptor 

Dukhia stayed with the preceptor after the initiation. He made himself absorbed in 
cleaning and sweeping the temple both morning and evening and in rendering physical 
service to his preceptor and other superiors as well as passing the rest of time in 
meditation. His IDlli! taught him the process of Sadhan-Bhajan (meditation and worship). 

In this way passed a year (1554 A.D.). Again the Phalguni Purnima appeared with the 
birthday of Lord Sri Chaitanya. At his guru's command Dukhia came back after bathing in 
the Ganges. The guru said to him, "From the day you are named Dukhia-Krishnadas, live 
here and engage yourself in my service."( 19) 

Pilgrimage to Holy Shrines 

Thereafter, Knshnadas's Krishna devotion enhanced by degrees. His hunger, thirst and 

rest dwindled. He did not have any mental peace as it his des1re was unfulfilled. At last 
he decided to visit the holy shrines in order to have the peace in mind. But he lacked the 

courage to inform his guru of his desire. Still one day he said to his guru--

"1 will travel in love of Krishna, 
Visit Brajapuri the abode of Krishna, 

Without it I can live no more 
I visit the holy places without failure "(20) 

Having heard of the desire of his disciple for the Vribndavana journey Hriday 

Chaitanya Thakur gladly gave his consent. He unhesitatingly told him that Vrindavana was 

the best of all holy places and he might go there at ease. He prayed to Gour and 

Nityananda for his dear disciple Krishnadas "0 Lords! Be very kind to Krishnadas".(21 l 

Solely depending on the blessings of his 9.!J..!1! and Gour and Nityananda, Krishnadas 
set out for Vrindavana singing the name of Krishna in 1554 A.D. First Krishnadas reached 

Bakreswar and then travelled to Vaidyanathdham, Gaya, Kasi, Prayag, Mathura etc. Last 

he visited notable spots in Vrindavana. He saw there the images of Madan go pal, Govinda 

etc.(
22

) These very sights of the temples and idols made him very happy and removed his 

1 7. ll2i.d 
1 8. 1!2i.Q, p. 1 00 
19. ll2i.d 
20. RM, Purva, 2, p.9 
21. PV, Ch.12, p.101 
22. RM, Purva, 2, p.10 
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exhaustion and anxiety. He stayed there tor sometime, everyday roaming about from 
place to place as his mind directed him. <23l After leaving Vrindavana Krishnadas visited 
many holy Shrines in the North and South India and then he reached Nilachal. He saw 
Lord Jagannath, and shed tears in thrill and joy.<24l Residing for somedays at Nilachal he 
went to Gangasagar and from there he returned to his native village Dharenda<25 l in 1563 
A.D. 

His Marriage and Disillusion 
Krishnadas stayed at Dharenda from 1563 to 1566 A.D.(26l At this period he married 

Gourangadasi, but regarded his family life very purile, insignificant, narrow as well as 
unsatisfactory. Even in company of Gourangadasi he could relish no peace and 
happiness. His real happiness was in the contemplation of Srikrishna and rendering 
service to his preceptor. So he again rushed to Sripat Ambikanagar to meet his preceptor. 
There he completely devoted himself to worshipping his preceptor and contemplating 
Srikrishna. Yet he could not tranquil! his mind. He desired to visit Sri Vrindavana. Hriday 
Chartanya Thakur felt the mental urge of his desiciple and permitted him to reside at 
Vrindavana. He also sent a letter to Jiva Gosvamin through him. Krishnadas bowed down 
at his feet and set out for Vrindavana. He stayed there for another fifrteen years ( 1566 to 
1581 A.D.)(27 l 

At Vrindavana 

When Krishnadas reached Vrindavana, there was a well organized Vaishnava Society 
led by Sri Jiva and his followers were Raghunath Bhatta, Krishnadas Kaviraj, Bhugarva 
etc. At that time Sanatan Gosvamin, Rupa Gosvamin and Gopal Bhatta had died and Sri 
Jiva Gosvamin was its supreme leader. And two young men of Gouda named Srinivas 
and Narottam, were learning devotional scriptures under him. One day in Vrindavana 
Krishnadas sat at Radhakunda (sporting place of Radha and Krishna) in absendmin
dedness when an inhabitant of Vrindavana, asked him of his whereabouts and took him to 
the cottage of Sri Raghunath Das Gosvamin. He asked him the reason of his coming to 
Vrindavana. Krishnadas prostrated himself reverently again and again on the ground with 
tearful eyes. Sri Raghunath Das Gosvamin sent him to Sri Kaviraj Gosvamin who was 
very old and weak. He directed Sri Das Gosvamin to take him to Sri Jiva Gosvamin. 

Studying Scriptures and Practising Meditation under Sri Jiva 

Krishnadas came to that cottage and bowed down again at the feet of Sri Jiva 
Gosvamin with all humility and reverence. Sri Jiva came to know his identity and enquired 
about his preceptor Sri Hriday Chaitanya and other Vaishnavas of Gouda. Then he said to 
him that if Krishnadas wanted to learn, he would teach him all Vaishnava sastras. He 
advisd him to study with care and also assured him of having his board and lodging 
there. On an auspicious day Krishnadas began to learn Bhakti Sastras (the books of 
devotion). Very soon he completed Vyakaran(Grammar), Kavyas and studied intensively 
some devotional books like Bhakti Rasamrita Sindhu, Ujjalnifmani and other books written 

23. !.QlQ 
24. J.Qi.Q, p. 11 
25. !.QlQ 
26. Kanakmaniari-Sri Sri Syamananda, p.14 
27. Jllli;1, p. 15 
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by Sri Rupa Gosvamin. In Sri Sri Syamananda Prakash we find that "Krishnadas passed 
his days with Sri Jiva Goavamin and enjoyed his favour, affection and love, listened day 
and night to the Raslila of Radha-Krishna (sprats of Radha-Krishna and with their maids) 
and tasted the serenity and divinity of their fleshless love."<28l After a period Krishnadas 
had acquired a vast knowledge in religious scriptures. So Sri Jiva Gosvamin oneday 
called him and raised him to the rank of a Adhyapak (Professor).<29> 

Maintaining Correspondence with Hriday Chaitanya from 
Vrindavana 

In Vrindavana Krishnadas studied with Srinivas Acharya and Narottam Thakur who 
had been having their lessons with Sri Jiva Gosvamin before his arrival. From here he 
continued correspondence with his preceptor Hriday Chaitanya. He dispatched and 
received news through and from the Vaishnava pilgrims coming from Gouda. Likewise his 
guru Hriday Chaitanya sent and received news in the same process. He once wrote to 
Jiva Gosvamin "I sent my disciple Dukhia Krishnadas to you. Please fulfil his desire and 
return him to me after a time when his mission is complete.(30l He even wrote to 
Krishnadas "You should consider Sri Jiva Gosvamin my brother."<31 l It means that he must 
obey him (Jiva Gosvamin) as he obeyed Hriday Chaitanya. In this way Hriday Chaitanya 
looked after the spiritual uplift of his disciple from Kalna in far off Vrindavana. 

Daily activities at Vrindavana 

The reading of Bhakti Sastras under Sri Jiva Gosvamin widened and liberalized his 
heart. He learnt the Sadhan Padhyati (system of worship and meditation) under his 
guidance. He realized that God is obtained by unflinching faith of an unblemished heart. 
He also realized that God wants only selfless devotion. Sri Jiva filled his heart with the 
milk of the spiritual devotion. He considered Sri Krishnadas worthy of rendering his 
selfless service to Nikunja Seva (sweeping and cleaning the bowers or garden abode of 
Radha and Krishna). So one day he called Krishnadas secretly and advised him to carry 
on Raganuga Bhakti (Bhakti mixed with love) .l32l Then Sri Jiva bestowed on him the six
syllabled Radha mantra. He taught him ~ of the five names of Krishna and Radha.(331 

Naturally Sri Jiva became the second guru or preceptor of Krishnadas. 

Hereafter Sri Jiva made him worthy of conducting the contemplation.(34l Then Dukhia 
Krishnadas began to practise his religion in the spirit of cordial friendship (Sakhya) to Sri 
Krishna. In spite of having rare favour of Sri Jiva, Krishnadas swept the temples of 
Radha-Govinda Jiu and Syamsundar Jiu and bowers at Vrindavana every dawn. He still 
studied under Sri Jiva. In necessity he conducted teaching. He roamed about the holy 
shrines connected with the various activities of Radha and Krishna either in Sri 
Vrindavana or on the banks of Jamuna. Gradually he gained Siddhi or revelation of divine 

(35) 
grace. 

28. Das, Krishnacharan, Sri Sri Syamananda Prakash, p.2 
29. BR, Tarange, 6, p.322. 
30 . .Ltllii. Taranga 1, p.18. 
31. illli1 
32. Bhaktisamdarbha, pp.542-544, explanation of Raganuja mentally. Ranganuja Bhakti is a p~yr,t->ic 

development. 
33. PV, Ch. 12, p. 103. 
34. BR, Tananga 6, p.322. 
35 Dev Gosvamin, Biswamvarananda, (Ed.) Sri Binduprakash of Murari Bipra, Published by the Mahanta 

Govinda Gopalananda Gosvamin of Gopiballavpur. 
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His Spiritual Revelation and having New Name and Tilak 

Now here is many an incredible anecdote which describes how Krishnadas dreamt 
one night, got the gold girdle of Sri Radha willingly left by her in the Rasbower in order to 
bestow her favour on Krishnadas and how he met Lalita and Sri Radha in his spiritual 
being and was named "Kanak-Manjari" and "Syamananda" and blessed with indelible tilak 
marked on his forehead with Radharani's girle by Lalita and a spot mark was impressed 
in the middle of the tilak by Radharani hereself. Sri Sri Syamananda Prakas and Vindu 
Prakas have described the whole incident in details. According to these books, 
Syamananda was directed to disclose this secret to nobody but Sri Jiva. To a man 
endowed with reason, all this is a concocted tale to put emphasis on Syamananda's 
revelation by his followers to deify him. But we have no other source of knowing about 
how Krishnadas became Syamananda and got an indelible tilak impression of his 
forehead. Again, some sort of miraculous happenings in case of great preachers of all 
religions can not be totally dispensed with. 

It is also described in the same books that Sri Jiva fully believed in Krishnadas's 
account and recognised his new name and tilak. He also expressed his great joy as 
Syamananda touched his feet with all humility and reverence. However, the Vaishnavas of 
Vrindavana fell in confusion at Krishnadas's transformation. Some thought that he had 
renounced his previous guru or Sri Jiva had made him his disciple. Others thought he 
had had some sort of divine grace. 

Some person took the fact that it was the grace of his guru. Thus the tact of 
Syamananda's rejection of his 91WJ was being discussed here and there. The Vaishnavas 
coming from Gouda carried this message to Bengal and informed Hriday Chaitanya of 
this. They told Hriday Chaitanya, "Dukhi Krishnadas has forsaken you and surrendered to 
the feet of SriJiva. He has been newly named Syamananda and he has put on a new 
tilak (devotional mark) ."l36l 

Hriday Chaitanya Infuriated 

Hearing this Hriday Chaitanya flew into rage. At once he sent a few disciples to 
SriJiva at Vrindavana with a letter to know the truth. As per guru's order some disciples 
reached Vrindavana and gave Sri Jiva the letter and returned to Ambika with a reply and 
delivered it to Hriday Chaitanya. 

In his letter Sri Jiva delivered a great deal of information about Krishnadas. He wrote. 
"Everyday Krishnmadas serves in the .!s.Y.ola of Radha and Krishna and listens to Srimad 
Bhagabat and sings their glory. He also serves the sadhus (saints) and dwells on the lilas 
of Radha-Krisahna. In this way Krishnadas spends his days."'

37
l He also wrote that 

Krishnadas was named Syamananda by an old Vaishnava in his dream. He did not 
elaborate anything about this. 

Besides this, the disciples of Hriday Chaitanya asked Krishnadas of his 
transformation. They were astonished at Krishnadas's unsaken devotion to his guru. 
Krishnadas said to them, "Lord Hriday Chaitanya is my god and I always bear the tilak of 
his lotus feet on my forehead."'38l He further said, "I have got the name of Syamananda in 
Vrindabvana only by dint of the blessing of Hriday Chaitanya."'39 l 

36. Das, Krishnacharan, ~ p. 7 
37. lQiQ 
38. !Qi.Q 
39. lQiQ., p.10 
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Hriday Chaitanya at Vrinavana for Punishing Krishnadas and 
Outcome 

In spite of getting SriJiva's letter and a lot of information about Krishnadas, Hriday 
Chaitanya could not reconcile himself to it, for he had never conferred his grace to 
Krishnadas either consciously or unconsciously. He also began to doubt SriJiva. Being 
aggrieved and angry he declared to go to Vrindavana to confer a social gathering and 
judge and test Krishnadas. (40 ) So he gathered sixty four mahantas from various place of 
Gouda, twelve Gopals (Nityananda's twelve disciples following his Sakhyabhava) and 

other distinguished Vaishnava leaders and devotees; and advanced towards Sri 
Vrindavana. In time they reached the bank of Jamuna. After bathing there they started to 
sing the hymns and sent a devotee to SriJiva to intimate him about the cause of his 
coming there. Sri Jiva arrived there in time and prostrated himself before the assembly of 
Vaishnavas. He heartily welcomed them to Vrindavana and offered them seats Then he 
asked them of their well-being. Just at that time Syamananda came there. He first bowed 
down to Hriday Chaitanya and then to other Vaishnavas. At this Hriday Chaitanya said to 
him angrily, "I am related to you through the name and tilak given by me. Whenever you 
have forsaken them both, why are you doing me reverence?"(

41
) Then Krishnadas said, "0 

Lord ! It is only by your grace that I have taken the name of Syamananda and put on 
this tilak on my forehead!"(42 l Thereafter Hriday Chaitanya again said to him, 

" Let me wash your tilak, 
And let it appear again, 
Thereafter let Syamananda be written on your body 
And if both appear .Again on your person, 
Must I consider it a divine grace, 
Otherwise must I excommunicate you!"(43l 

Hearing the Hrtday Chaitanya's order Krishnadas saluted him again and agam and said, 

"I shall show the tilak and name to all in soc1ety. 
Otherwise I shall be guilty of it.''(44 l 

Then the assembly of judgement was held in time. The Vaishnavas of Vrindavana and 
all these coming from Gouda took their seats in the Rasbower. Dhuki Krishnadas was 
brought there. Hriday Chaitanya again directed Krishnadas to reveal the truth and assure 
him of his foregiveness in his confession, but Krishnadas was not all overwhelmed, rather 
his faith in and devotion to .9.YI!! increased on and on. What was there to be afraid of as 
he was blessed by Radha and Krishna? He begged all the Vaishnavas to allow him 
sometime and declared he would prove that he had got the blessing of his guru. 

Thereafter, obtaining the permission of congregation he was absorbed in meditation and 
began to repeat Radha mantra given by Sri Lalitadevi. 

Sri Sri Syamananda Prakas has also narrated the tale of Syamananda's meeting 
Lalitadevi and Radharani in his ..Q.!}~.DJ()m form in heaven and Radharani's direction to 
Subal to save him in assembly, etc. All these may- be fabricated. But the fact is that for a 
while there was no sign of life in the physical body of meditative Krishnada. All the 

40. J.Qkl, p.9, "sadhur samaj kari pariksha kariba." 
41. .!QiQ. p.13 

42. 1t?.iQ 
43. Jm.Q. p.14 

44. !!llil 
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mahantas and Vaishnavas in the assembly were astonished and bewildered. Some of 
them blamed themselves for coming to the assembly of judgment. Even the convener of 
the assembly Sri Hriday Chaitanya Thakur was very much distressed and rolled down in 
the ground. He uttered regretfully, "Shal! I commit the sin of killing a Vaishnava?"<

45
' All 

others were very much depressed in fear of the crime. But SriJiva was not least 
perturbed. He was in a resolute and blithe spirit, because he was quite aware of the final 
result. Hence there was no change in him. He addressed the congregation, "Let us all 
sing the hymns of God and it is then that Krishnadas will awake.<

46
> 

At Sri Jiva's direction all persons assembled there began to sing loudly the name of 
Krishna. Then the heart of Krishnadas began to throb. He got up uttering Sri Hriday 
Chaitanya. Obtaining the permission of mahantas and Vaishnavas, Sri Hriday Chaitanya 
began to wash the tilak on his forehead and wipe out name Syamananda from his chest 
with water. Thereafter the tilak became prominent on his forehead and name Syamananda 
drazzled on his breast. 

Seeing tilak and name Sri Hriday Chaitanya bent down his head in shame. The 
assembly also dissolved. Some of them embrassed and kissed him. Syamananada 
bowed them all. Hriday Chaitanya kissed and blessed him. SriJiva said, "You are not my 
disciple but my heart and soul."<47

) Everybody spoke highly of Syamananda and began to 
call him by the name 'Kanakmanjari Syamananda'. 

Hriday Chaitanya Beating Syamananda 

Next day Sri Hriday Chaitanya toured Brajadham (Vrindavana). His disciples and 
Syamananda and other Vaishnavas accompanied him. They visited the Dwadasban, 
Upaban and sacred sites of Vrindavana. Raspurnima also drew on. They went to Sanket 
Kunja (Rasplatform) to see the Rasfestival. There they enjoyed the Ras drama of Radha
Krishna with the Gopis (milkmaids) enacted by the Vaishnavas of Vrindavana. The dance 
and songs were going on in accompaniment of various musical instruments. It was a very 
charming sight. Then the Sakhyabhava was awakened in Syamananda. He could not 
restrain himself. He began to dance by covering his head with the veil of his upper 
garment (Uttaria) and began to sing the name of Radha-Krishna in his mouth. Sometimes, 
he began to weep also. Seeing such change of Syamananda Sri Hriday Chaitanya thought 
'He has got the bhava (feeling) of Sri Radha. So I have no gain as Syamananda is not a 
follower of my Krishna."<48> 

Sri Hriday Chaitanya left the Rasasthali in anger and anguish. The Raslila having been 
finished everybody returned to his abode. Next morning Syamananda went to see his 
mentor and bowed down to his feet. He saw that the latter had been very angry. He said 
to Symananda that as Syamananda had preferred Radhabhava leaving his Krishna, he 
had no need to keep the relation with him. Hearing this Syamanada said sweetly that his 
(Hriday Chaitany's) g,yry Sri Gouridas Pandit Thakur had always assumed the attitude of 
Sri Radha. He further added, "Sri Radha always accompanied Krishna and they two are 
united in one."<

49
> Moreover, only Subal Pandit was the negotiator in the union of Radha 

and Krishna. But Hriday Chaitanya did not accept this bhava (the feeling of maid). Hriday 

45. l.QlQ. P-19. 

46. l.Qisj. 
47. l.QiQ, P-20. 
48. l.QlQ. 

49. !.QiQ. P-23. 
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Chaitanya angrily whipped Syamananda with a stick. The blood streamed down from his 
back. He struck him one, twice or more on his hands, legs and back. The injured parts of 
his body began to bleed and Syamananda rolled on the ground. The Mahantas nearby 
saw the wretched condition of Syamananda and requested Hriday Chaitanya to be quiet 
and said, "Every bhava originates in the Madhurbhava (sweet feeling). So, why do you 
beat him?"<50> Yet Syamananda begged pardon of his preceptor. He admitted that he had 
failed to carry on his orders. Yet he said to Hriday Chaitanya in a piteous tone, "Oh Lord 
! you have five sons, Let me be your daughter."<51

> 

Hearing this Hriday Chaitanya was pacified. He took Syamananda on his lap and 
began to regret. Then Syamananda uttered sweetly "It is not the beating but the incense 
of sandal. My body and heart have been now cooled."<52

> Hearing such words of 
Syamananda all the Mahantas praised him and then left the place. 

Hriday Chaitanya's Dream, Repentance and Danda Mahotsav 
That night Hriday Chaitanya dreamt a wonderful dream. Mahaprabhu Sri Chaitanya 

appeared before him in a white upper garment (scarf) stained in blood. The blood was 
coming from his hand, feet and his back. Seeing such condition of Sn Chaitanya Hriday 
Chaitanya was very astonished. He asked him about his such condition. In reply 
Mahaprabhu said, "You yourself have made my robe blood-stained. Syamananda is my 
soul; you have injured him. As you beat him, I have been beaten. So, my dress has been 
moistened with blood."(53l Hearing such words of Sri Chaitanya Hriday Chaitanya came to 
realize his crime and simultaneously fell on his feet. He also asked him how he could be 
pardoned of his sin. Being pleased with solemn prayer as well as the confession of 
Hriday Chaitanya, Mahaprabhu said, "As for your sin which springs from your honesty, I 

order you to serve the saints. If you hold twelve Mahotsav (great festival for the 
entertainment of Vaisnavas), you wilt be pardoned."(54 l Hriday Chaitanya accepted the 
command of Sri Chaitanya with all humility and joy. Sri Chaitanya blessed him and 
disappeared. 

The day having dawned Sri Hriday Chaitanya disclosed his dream to Mahantas and 
Vaishnavas and they came to decide that the dream command must also be true and 
must be observed. But Syamananda was pained to hear of the punishment inflicted on his 
guru. So he said to the Vaishnavas and to his preceptor with his folded hands, "please let 
me bear the duty of Twelve Mahotsav."<55> 

Very gladly all present including Hriday Chaitanya approved of this proposal and Sri 
Jiva Gosvamin himself wholeheartedly shouldered the responsibility of overall supervision 
of this Mahotsav. 

Arrangement went on under his supervision to make it a success. For some days 
Syamananda and other Vaishnavas began to collect materials for this festival. At Sri 
Jiva's call abundant goods began to reach there from all quarters. Sri Jiva selected an 
auspicious day of coming Jaistha for the commencement of the Mahotsav. All the 
Mahantas, the saints and commoners of Sri Brajadham were invited. With Nam Sankirtana 

50. !.Qkl, p.22. 

51 tQiQ, "panchaputra haila yena ek hahila suta". 
52. !.Qkj. 
53. !.Qkj. 

54. fuid. p.23. 

55. !QiQ, "dwadas mahotsav more e1 bhiksha deha" 

[ 41 1 



(singing the glory of Lord Krishna) the Mohatsav started. It is called DanQ.g Mahotsav 
(an atonement congregational ceremony) which began on the Panchamitrithi (fifty day) of 
full moon fortnight in the month of Jaistha.(56 l Huge amount of f..!.!.Qhl, sweets, curd and 
foodstuff fried in ghee were prepared. Different items of foods were prepared for the 
different sects of the Vaishnavas. Thus was executed the Twelve Mahotsav at Sri 
Vrindavana, the sacred place of Lord Krishna in the month of Jaistha of 1579. Since then 
the system is going on at Sripat Gopiballavpur every year in the month of Jaistha. 

On the occasion of Ras festival in 1581 A.D. Sri Jiva Gisvamin placed a proposal in 
a meeting. "Till today all the devotional books written by previous Gosvaminpadas 
(Supreme leaders of Gosvamins), Sidhyanta Books and many other devotional books 
edited afterwards are available at Brajadham. But these should be circulated in Gouda."(

57
) 

All approved of this proposal. But who was to take this great responsibility ? Sri Jiva 
Gosvamin gave this charge on Sri Nivas Acharya. 

At Gouda with Srinivas and Narottam 
It was also decided that Sri Narottam Gosvamin and Sri Syamananda would 

accompany him. It was Sri Jiva's motive that those three would not only take these books 
to Guda, but they would preach in three different areas. At first three of them hesitated to 
take this charge because they liked to stay at Brajadham. Then all the Vaishnavas 
assembled there said, "The practice of true religion is to abide by the dictates of the 
leaders of the sect. So, we all wish that you should go to Gouda."(58l 

At Sri Jiva's order a rich marchant of Mathura came with two carts, four bullocks and 
a wooden safe and ten armed guards for the dispatch of the devotional books. Sri Jiva 
put those books in his own hand in the safe. Thereafter, three Vaishnavas, with the 
blessing of the respective preceptors and bidding farewell to other Vaisanavas at 
Brajadham, set out for Gouda. When they reached Mathura a merchant handed over the 
royal permission-letter to Sri Nivas Acharya and they gradually processed to Gouda. 
Oneday they reached Sana Bishnupur of Bankura district. At that time it was ruled by the 
King Vira Hamvir. He was very powerful. Robbery was his main profession. When the 
three prabhus reached the village Maliyara of Raghunathpur, it was su'lset. They 
advanced further to village Gopalpur and finding no shelter for the night they stayed 
under a tree for the night. They only repeated the name of Krishna and talked for the 
glory of Lord Krishna at night. At that time a gang of robbers appointed by the king 
Hamvir attacked them and snatched the carts loaded with safe of books. The carts thus 
having been plundered the three prabhus were very much dismayed with sorrow and 
grief. 

The news was also dispatched to Sri Jiva Gosvamin at Brajadham. It was also 
decided that Sri Nivas himself would stay there in search of the books and he sent Sri 
Narottam and Syamananda to Khetari in Rajsahi District. According to Sri Jiva's dirction 
Sri Syamananda began to learn the most secretive traits of devotion from Sri Narottam 
Gosvamin. 

Sri Nivas stayed in the dwelling of a man called Krishna Ballav in the village of Deuti 
of Sana Bishnupur for the recovery of the lost books. Krishna Ballav used to visit the 
royal place. Sri Nivas went there with Krishna Ballav and recovered the carts loaded with 
the books. This happy news reached Sri Jiva Gosvanin at Sri Vrindaban as well as Sri 
Narottam and Syamananda. 
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Syamananda's Returning Home 
Again, by Sri Jiva's order Sri Narottam sent Syamananda to his native village. 

Syamananda reached Darenda Bahadurpur through Sri pat Ambika (in Burdwan District). 
Then his parents were no longer alive. There was in his house his wife Gourangadasi and 
his younger brother Balaram Das. Syamananda only recounted the name of Krishna and 
began to live peacefully with his wife. But he found neither happiness nor peace in his 
home. Every moment he suffered from some sort of discontent. The worldly life attracted 
to him no longer. Again he eagerly set out for Brajadham. It was his third journey in 1590. 

Leaving again for Vrindavana and Dream Dictated for Preaching 
Syamananda having come to Brajadham Sri Jiva Gosvamin and other Vaisnavas were 

very happy. Syamananda was also very glad. One night he was absorbed in the 
contemplation in a lonely bower of Sri Vrindavana. He felt drowsy. He dreamt that Radha 
and Krishna were seated in a golden throne and by their side were other maids and Sn 
Lalita Devi. Sri Radha and Krishna said, 

"Oh listen Syamananda, 
The people of Utkal are drowned in sin, 
Give them advice and deliver them. 
Thus you will reclaim all the wicked souls, 
Bathing them in the water of love and devotion, 
Rasikmurari is my farvourite, 
Take him with you for the mission."<59

> 

At that time Syamananda woke up from sleep. He could not see Radha and Krishna. 
So he began to weep. He did not disclose anybody that he had seen Radha and Krishna 
in his dream at night, but he began to dwell on the theme of dream and felt joy at heart. 
At that moment the direction of Hriday Chaitanya flashed across his mind that he should 
preach the Vaishnava religion in every house of Utkal and convert them into 
Vaishnavism. Thereafter, many queations arose in Shyamananda's mind. Who was 
Rasikmurari? How was he favourite of Lord Krishna? How could he overrule the orders of 
God himself? Yet he had no intention to leave Brajadham. So he began to pas~ his days 
in utter bewilderment. 

On the other hand, Sri Krishna felt that Syamananda had not put due importance to 
His order and he was taking it as a mere dream. Sri Krishna thought Syamananda would 
not disobey the orders of Sri Jiva Gosvamin. So he told Sri Jiva in dream, "You should 
order Syamananda to go to Utkal and preach religion with Rasikmurari who is always my 
favourite."<60> 

The Lord also warned Sri Jiva Gosvamin that Syamananda should not take it as a 
mere unreal dream. But he (Syamananda) should generate in everybody a hankering for 
loving and realizing Krishna, and also tell him this was the third time of the same dictate. 

So, Sri Jiva Gosvamin sent for Syamananda and said, "Lord Krishna has ordered 
you to go to Utkal."<61 > After this Syamananda thought that it was not Krishna's will that he 
should stay at Brajadham. So he decided, "Surely I shall go to Orissa and meet that 
fortunate Rasikmurari."<62> One day Syamananda took leave of Sri Jiva and other 
Gosvamins and the people of Brajadham and set out for Gouda with threP. devotees 
named Kishore, Salak and Syamdas. 

59. Das, Krishnacharan, Op. cit. p.25. 
60. RM, Purva, 2, p.49. 
61. J.tW;I. 
6 2. .lb.il:t. 
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His Endeavour for Preaching 
In course of time they reached the city of Agra. As they had no identity card, a 

Muslim police officer of Agra suspected them as thieves and imprisoned them. But he 

dreamt at night that entering into his bedroom some one lifted him from bed and dashed 
him on the floor and at once blood came out from his mouth. That man said, 'These are 

my favorite persons; they are singing the hymns of Lord Krishna sitting in the midst of the 
city. As you have imprisoned them. I shall annihilate you."(63l After sometime the police 

officer got back his sense. Being frightened he freed the prisoners and prayed to them to 

protect him. Syamananda showed him pity for he was journeying to deliver human beings. 

So they halted there for a month to sanctify the Muslim officer and his family with good 
advice. 

Then Syamananda proceeded to Gouda through Beneras and Prayag. At last 
Syamananda reached Rohini (P.S. Gopiballavpur) with his disciples. Here the three 

Vaishanva saints were much fascinated to see the natural beauty of that place, The 

owner of this village was the Zamindar Sri Acyuta Pattanayak. He along with his wife 

Bhavani Devi was very purehearted, kind, Krishnaminded and modest. Rasikmurari was 

the son of this Zamindar. Being averse to property he had ben living at Ghatsila with his 
family. Syamananda asked the villagers, "Where does Rasik live in? They replied he was 

at Ghatsila."(64l Sri Syamananda had travelled a long distance to meet Rasikmurari, a 
favourite of Krishna. 

Thereafter, Syamananda proceeded to Ghatsila to find out Rasikmurari. As he was 

going, he was enjoying the charming scenery of green woods and the river Suvarnarekha. 

At that time the scenery of Brajadham also flashed across his mind. His mind was also 

full of thought of Krishna which gave him such pleasure. At last he reached Ghatsila in 

1608 A.D. Sri Rasik was living with his wife in the Kacharybari (working place of 
Zamindar) of his father. The charming scenery of the deep green forest, the high hills and 

the murmuring sound of the Suvarnarekha inspired Rasikmurari to choose that place as 

the suitable spot of his contemplation. So Rasikmurari was living at Ghatsila since 1607 

A.D. He also felt some discomfort as he did not find any virtuous person there. 

Everyday a Brahmin recited Srimad Bhagabat at Ghatsila Royal Court. Rasik never 

failed to go there to listen to it and to take part in the Bhagabat discussion. Oneday the 
discussion was in full swing and the king was sitting there. At that time Syamananda 

appeared and took his seat in the midst of the assembly. Syamananda's stately figure and 

fair complexion and smilling face and name of Krishna in his mouth suprised the king and 

courtiers. They stood up on their feet and bowed down to him. Each thought that they 
. th d K . h (Gsl were seemg e secon ns na. 

Syamananda was seated by the king. His look began to search some body in the 

court. Seeing Rasikmurari he thought, "I am charmed to see the figure of Rasik and think 
that it must be he".(ss) Both of them exchanged looks and were attracted to each other. 

The recitation of Bhagabat being finished the court also desolved. Rasikmurari threw 

himself at Syamananda's feet in a lonely place and tears of joy rolled down from his 

63. lb.iQ, p.SO. 
64. ll2i.Q. 
65. lb.iQ. p.51 
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eyes. Being desirous of searching his guru Rasikshekhar first started the conversation. 

Syamananda embraced him with great affection and asked about his identity. Rasik 
humbly replied, "I am called Murari by the people and I am the son of Sri Acyuta, the 
king of Mallabhum."'

67
l Being charmed with Rasik's handsome figure and modest 

behaviour Syamananda said, "You are the follower of Krishna, I have left Brindavana to 
(68) • . 

see you." Syamananda stayed wrth hrm for four months 

Everyday Syamananda and Rasikmurari discussed about Lord Krishna. Syamananda 
also explained to him the philosophy of Srimad Bhagabat and other holy scriptures. He 
also taught him the way of worshipping Lord Krishna. By the by Syamananda began to 
describe him the celestial beauty of Lord Krishna and that of Sridham Vrindavana. He 
said, "The beautiful Vrindavana is situated on the bank of Jamuna and beautiful 
Raspandal is at the bottom of Kalpataru."'69l He also said to him, "The son of Nandaraj 
includes in himself Purush and Prakrity (Masculine and feminine). You will get Him quickly 
if you worship Him in that sense."'70l 

Then Syamananda initiated Rasikmurari to Krishna Mantra in 1608. He said to him, "I 
would like to deliver the people with your assistance."(71 l He also made him pledge so. 
Syamananda also initiated Rrasik's wife lchhyadevi in the same mantra and renamed her 
Syamadasi.(72l He took Rasik's daughter Debaki on his lap and Christened her in the 
name of Hari (God). 

Thereafter Syamananda guided Rasikmurari to proceed through the spiritual device. 
Every moment he tried to concentrate his (Rasik} mind into the devotion of Lord Krishna. 
For example, one day in the Royal Court during Bhagabat recitation Rasik became very 
absentminded. Then Syamananda struck him twice with his foot. But Rasik got much 
pleasure instead of humiliation. Rasikmurari said, "Today I have been freed irom both 
good and evil deeds as lord Syamananda has beaten me twice with his leg."'73

) 

Syamananda was very pleased with Rasik's deep and sincere devotion towards Lord 
Krishna and to his preceptor. Thus their days passed in the discussion about Krishna 

Once Syamananda said to Rasikmurari, "Soon I will go to Puri and to Vrindavana from 
that place."'74

) Hearing this Rasikmurari expressed his desire to accompany him. He 
implored him so many times. Then Syamananda said, "I tell you that you will come to 
Vrindavana afterwards. Let me first go there."'75 l Then Syamananda started to advance 
towards Nilachal. Rasik also accompanied him. Both of them reached the house of Sri 
Damodar Mishra, a man of religious austerity at Chakulia in Bihar and halted there. They 
had an intention to bless him. The Brahmin was very hospitable. He served the guest 
irrespective of their castes and religions. So he did not do anything otherwise in this 
case. He began to discuss many sastras with Syamananda and showed reasons for his 
argument. But as long as Syamananda tried to establish the superiority of devotion above 
all, Damodar always advanced his counter argument on wisdom and path m ~· He 
was never anti-Vaishnavas. Yet he could not abide by Syamananda's interpretation. 

67. JMi. 
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Oneday Damodar was absorbed in meditation on the bank of the river Kharba. At that 

time he sighted a very handsome figure of a young adolescent. He had three bends in his 

figure and peacock feather on his head. He put on a yellow dress beautiful to look at and 

he saw Syamananda at his left side. He also noticed Syamananda was offering Radha 

and Krishma betelnuts. 

Seeing this sight Damodar gave up his path of wisdom. The tide of Krishna love 

carried away all his pride of wisdom. Damodar with his mother and two wives surrendered 

to Syamananda and they were all christened in the Krishna lore. Afterwards Damodar 

accompanied Rasikananda and helped him in the deliverance of Utkal. 

Then they took the way from Chakulia to Nilachal. On their way they arrived at village 

Dhalbhumghar in Bihar in 1609 A.D. Nabin Kishore was the tyrannical king of that place 

whom Syamananda converted into Vaishnavism. The king donated him seven villages as 

daskhina. One of the villages was situated on the bank of Suvarnarekha. It became a 

sacread place like. Vrindavana and thereafter Syamananda set up a temple of Vrindavana 

Chandra Jiu and named the village Syamasundarpur. 

Then Syamananda sent Rasikananda to Ghatsila with Damodar Mishra and directed 

them to preach the religion of love of Srimanmahaprabhu. But he alone advanced towards 

Nilachal. Some days ago Narottam Thakur also had gone to Nilachal. During his return 

from there he got informed of the news of Syamananda's coming and awaited him at 

Nrishnghapur in Midnapore, a centre of halt of the way to Nilachal. Whenever 

Syamannanda reached Nrisinghapur, both of them met. Then Syamananda went to 

Nilachal and after a brief halt there took the way to Brajadham in 1610 A.D. This was 

Syamananda's fourth and last visit to Brajadham. 

At Brajadham Syamananda remained absorbed in Sadhanbhajan (prayer and worship) 

Sri Jiva Gosvamin had died long ago. So consequently Sri Nivas Acharya, Narottam 

Syamananda and Sri Ramchandra were esteemed as leaders of the Vaishnava-society at 

Brajadham. These stars of Vaisnava-world were then busy at preaching Vaisnava religion 

through out India. At that time Sri Syamananda and Sri Nivas Acharya stayed at 

Brajadham. They exchanged religious opinion and sentiment. At that time Sri Ramchandra 

came to Brajadham from Sripat Khetari. Sri Narottam Thakur wanted to hold the Avishek 

festival (incarnation festival) of the idol of Sri Gouranga with other five idols and for that 

purpose he had sent Sri Ramchandra to Brajadham to take two Acharyas. On the other 

hand, as per Syamananda's previous direction Rasikananda too came to Brajadham. Sri 

Syamananda introduced Rasikananda to Sri Nivas Acharya and to Sri Ramchandra. Both 

of them were very pleased at his humble dealings. By the by Sri Rasikananda was 

acquainted with other Acharyas of Brajadham. 

At 9JJL!.!'s order Rasikananda set out for Rohini to take care of his kith and kin and to 

deliver Utkal. Receiving the letter of Narottam, Sri Nivas Acharya, Syamananda and 

Ramchandra set out for Gouda. They all came to Jazigram in Burdwan near Katwa Rly. 

station. Sri Nivas Acharya also reached there in time and took the responsibility of 

conducting the whole ceremony and there also appeared Syamananda with Rasikananda 

and other devoted followers. The responsibility of looking after the Vaisanava-Acharyas 

was vested on Syamananda and Rasikananda was given the duty of entertainment of 
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Vaisnavas to be present there. Thus Syamananda and his disciple executed various 
works of the Mahotsav. They were the very souls of Vaisnava-community.(76 l 

The Khetari Mahotsav was held on the auspicious full moon day in the month of 
Phalgun in 1613.(77) Hundreds of Vaishnava devotees and mahantas assembled at the 

Khetari Mahotsav from various quarters and the ceremony was concluded with great 
pomp and grandeur. 

After the end of the Khetri Mahotsav Syamananda returned to Dharenda and 
Rasikananda to Rohini. Being disturbed in his meditation Rasikananda left his house and 
settled down at Kashipur (now Gopiballavpur). After some time Syamananda met 
Rasikananda in his new abode. The natural beauty of that place charmed him. He forecast 
the glory of that place. 

Then Syamananda moved from Gopiballavpur to Rohini and from there to Kesiary. He 

made Kishore, Uddhaba, Damodar and Purusottama his disciples and set up their four 
temples which are among his twelve temples. The activities of these temples are still 
extant. His next task was to initiate Harichandan Mahapatra, a pious man at Balarampur 
and Madhusudan at Sankua in Midnapore. He also went to Moynagarh and initiated king 
Bir Mahananda who offerd him a lot of money. He again came to Balarampur in 1616 
A.D. and wished to observe Pancham Dol festival at Barakola. So he sent a letter to 
Rasik at Gopiballavpur through a messenger. Barakoia is situated on the southern bank of 
the Kansabati, and the town of Midnapore exists just on the opposite side of the river. 
The festival was intended to be held on the Vaisakhi full moon day in 1616 A.D. 

At Rasik's sincere effort, the festival began with pomp. The idol of Sri Sri Syamray Jiu 
was brought from Dharenda. A great many devotees, saints and Vaishnavas came. The 
place was tinged with avir (red powder) and it resembled Gokul. So the people named the 
place Gokulpur {which is the next station of Midnapore on Midnapore-Kharagpur Railway). 
One can now see the Dol pedestal with five minars here. In the past, the idols of Krishna 
and Radharani were worshipped. But after the theft of these idols, only Sri Giridhari Jiu 
exists in the temple. 

The Subedar of Midnapore was greatly pleased to witness Barakola festival. He 
requested Syamananda to hold a similar festival at Midnapore. Syamananda gladly 

consented. At the Subedar's cost, Syamananda's direction and Rasik's superivision, a 
three-day festival was held with great pomp, splendour and festivity at Alamgunj (now 

Aligunj) in the month of Jaistha of 1616 A.D. 

Thereafter Symananda reached Narajole via Khelari with Rasik and initiated the 

members of the aristocrate Bhunia family. He started the worship Sri Madan Mohan Jiu at 
Narajole. Here is held every year the festival of Kalia Daman for two days. This festival is 

very famous in this area. 

Then they went to Padumbasan (Tamluk). One night Syamananda dreamt that 
Mahaprabhu was saying, "Syamananda ! Listen to me, you sleep in quiet while I am 
miserable. I was worshipped at Padumbasan, but a Sannayasi drove me away. A Brahmin 

has made a cottage at village Pasandi near Mirjapur (beside NH-41) and I am staying 

here under a straw mat. You should fetch me from there."(78 l Then he disappeared. Next 

76. NV, Ch.6, p.80. 
77. Ibid, "pratibatsar phalguni purnima dine, hoy mahotsav khetari bhabane." 
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morning Syamananda communicated all these to his very dear disciple Rasik and both of 
them set out with some disciples to restore Mahaprabhu at Narapota of Tamluk. They 
reached the court of the king of Tamluk. They wanted his help and support to bring back 
the idol. The king was then under the spell of an illusionistic hermit. The king was 
informed that some Vaishnavas were waiting for him at Durga mandop. The king was very 
angry to know this. That hermit told the king that the Durgamandop had been polluted for 
the sitting of the Vaishnavas and the soil of that place should be dug out and it should be 
filled with new soil. According to hermit's advice, the king told the Vaishnavas to wait at 
the Gopagriha (shelter for covvherds). Then he made his men dig the soil. They dug out 
huge lump of earth but the spot still remained full as before. 

Seeing this the king, his courtiers and that hermit were surprised. The courtiers said 
to the king, "Now it is clear that Syamananda is a divine being ................ your family will 
perish if you do not submit to him."f79J 

The king was now very afraid. He intended to seek the protection of Syamananda. But 
Syamananda did not grant him pardon. He said, "!shall not look at his face as he abused 
the saints."fBOJ The king was a staunch Vaishnava hater. He has broken all the Vishnu 
idols with the exception of Jishnuhari and Bargabhima. The king now realized his folly and 
drove out that illusionistic hermit and putting towel around his neck began to pay homage 
to him. Syamananda was now sure of his allegiance. Having obtained the obedience of 
the king, Syamananda then sent Rasikananda with some disciples to Mirjapur to trace the 
idol of Mahaprabhu. They reached the house of a single Brahmin there. The Brahmin was 
then out of station for begging, Rasikananda said to his daughter, 

"Mahaprabhu stays here in your house, 
Tell me as I like to see him."(Bn 

Perhaps some saints had hidden this idol in the Brahmin's house in fear of the torture 
of the illusionistic hermit. The daughter said, "He lives in this cottage and has been lying 
calmly under the mat.(82l Hearing this Rasik entered into the interior and saw the idol in 
the mat. He was very glad to see it and saluted it many times. 

Rasik returned to inform Syamananda of everything. Then Syamananda, Rasik and 
other devotees marched to Mirjapur singing kirtana. On his way, the king came forward 
and threw himself at his feet and prayed to him very humbly. Then Syamananda was 
pleased and he said, 

"0 King ! Get up, you are guiltless, 
Follow us with your soldiers to fetch the Lord."<83) 

The king gladly accompanied them. They recovered the idol and brought it and 
restored it to the temple of Basudev Ghose at Narapota. As Syamananda's direction, 
Radhaballav, Rasik's disciple initiated the king and the members of his family. Then the 
king built a big temple at his own cost in 1616 A.D. and set up the idol there. Since then 
Vaishnavism began to spread at Tamluk. As the temple was constructed under 
Syamananda's influence, after his death Rasik and his descendents were vested with the 
right of the temple management. 

79. !.Qjg, p.39. 
80. !.Qjg. 

81. !.Qjg, p.40. 
82. !Qi.Q. 
83. !.Qjg. p .4 1. 
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Syamananda's and Rasik's next destination was Basantia in Midnapore. They came 

there in 1617 A.D. and started the worship of Sri Goukul Chandra Jiu and appointed a 
Adhikari for this. After this, they reached Dharenda. At that time Hriday Chaitanya Thakur 
also reached Oharenda from Ambika ~- On his coming Danda Mahotsav vtc=~s held at 
Dharenda. The date of Danda Mahotsav was changed from the month of Jaistha in 
honour of his guru. Then Syamananda sent Rasik to Gopiballavpur. At the solicitation of 
two devout Vaishnavas Rasamaya and Bansi, Syamananda married Syama Dasi for the 
second time. 

In 1618 A.D. Syamananda went to Gopiballavpur. Taking Rasik with him he went to the 
house of Arjuni at Naihati in Midnapore and arranged a Mahotsav there. The festival being 
over he went to Kesiari with Rasik, Jagannath, Damodar, Syamadas (son of Arjuni) and 
some other devotees. They next reached Jhatiara village and bestowing grace on Haridas 
came to Maura. There he baptized Bhimdhana, the Bhunia zamindar and his family. The 
Zamindar gave him a village and Syamananda named it Govindapur. Here he set up Sri 
Vinodbehari Jiu in a temple. He halted here for some days and observed the Ras festival. 

This festival is still now observed here. The village was renamed Rasgovindapur. He built 
a house here. He brought his two wives Gouranga Dasi and Syama Dasi and entrusted 

them with worship of the deity. 

Both Syamananda and Rasik arrived at Nrishinghapur and initiated Zamindar Udanda 

Roy of village Balia adjacent to this village in 1619 A.D. His nature and manners have 

been discussed in details in the life and activities of Rasik. Syamananda was so kind that 

he graced an abominable homicide like Udanda Roy. Syamananda and Rasik stayed there 
for sometime and the village gifted by Udanda Roy was christened Nibaskanpur. Later 

Syamaray Jiu, the family deity of Syamananda, commenced to be worshipped there. 

In 1619 A.D. Syamananda and Rasik reached Remuna in the district of Baleswar in 

Orissa to see Kshirchora Gopinath. The spot was four miles away from Baleswar Railway 

station. With great troubles they were able to find out the stone idol of Gopinath and 
sanctified and set it up again in the temple with Namasankirtana for 72 hours. Here is a 
legend which will be described later. 

The beginning of Sri Gopinath Jiu's worship at Remuna facilated the propagation of 

Vaishnavism in the surroundings. The people of this area still recall with great reverence 

the names of Syamananda and Rasikananda and the glory of Sri Gopinath Jiu. Of course, 

all saints including Sri Chaitanya, Syamananda and Rasikananda were aware of the great 

love of this deity for Madhabendra Puri. The idol stole a bowl of kshir (condensed milk) 

for hungry Madhabendra. So he is called Kshirchora Gopinath (Gopinath the thief of 
kshir). From Remuna, Syamananda and Rasik went to the fort of Virata (which is 
mentioned in the Mahabharata). In this place, the Pandavas had hidden their weapons in a 
~ tree just before they absconded. They saw that tree and advanced to Nilgiri in the 
North. After initiating the king Mardaraj Harichandan of this place, they came to Thuria via 
Rasgovindapur. On their way, they saw some Tantrikas at Barapal village of Rajaghat. 

They insulted Syamananda and Rasikananda. But afterwards they were astonished to see 

the spiritual power of Syamananda and surrendered to him. 

From there Syamananda and Rasikananda came to Bhograi in Baleswar district where 
was a monstrans looking goddess named Basuli. She was offered animal fles'l regularly. 

Syamananda made her non-vegetarian and blessed her. 
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Thereafter Syamananda went to Gopiballavpur through Thuria. In 1621 A.D. the Ras 
festival was observed there pompously. The Vaishnava devotees came to this festival 
from many places. {This has been described elaborately in Rasik's activities). 

Syamananda went to Kesiari and placed the idol of Radharani beside the idol of Sri 
Syamray Jiu. Then he came to Dharenda. At his advice, Rasikananda set up the idol of 
Sri Govinda at Gopiballavpur. Coming from Dharenda, Shymananda was overwhelmed to 
see the idol of Radharani beside the beautiful idol of Sri Govinda Jiu at Gopiballavpur 
temple. He compared these two idols united together in love with those at Vrindavana. 

After staying a few days at Gopiballavpur Syamananda went to Govindapur with Rasik 
and married Jamuna Dasi at Rasik's request. Then he employed his three wives 
Gouranga Dasi, Syamapriya Dasi and Jamuna Dasi in the worship of Sri Vinodbehari Jiu. 
lnspite of his three marriages, Syamananda was perhaps aloof from sexual relation with 

them. 

From Govindapur both of them went to Thuria and observed the Dol festival very 
gorgeously. At that time he realized that his end was near. He grew weak both physically 

and mentally and fell ill. At that hour, Rasik and other followers dedicated themselves to 
nursing him. Having recovered from illness, he went to Dharenda with Rasik in 1627 A.D. 

There his disciples arranged for a large Mahotsav and Sankirtana to please him. The 
function over, Syamananda came to Gopiballavpur. One day Sri Surjananda, the Mahanta 

of the Galtagadi of Jaipur of Rajasthan happened to come there with a lot of disciples. He 
was very much pleased at Syamananda's hospitality. It is to be mentioned in this context 
that when Syamananda visited Vrindavana for the fourth time, the Maharaj of Jaipur was 
so pleased with Syamananda's decorum, profound devotion to Krishna that he donated 
the village Syamali to him to defray the expenses of Lalaji's worship. (s 4

) It is also stated 
Bhaktamal that the king of Bharatpur also gave him a village named Chhatighara for the 
same purpose. 

Thereafter Syamananda reached Kesiari via Rohini. There his disciple Damodar Pat1 
held a Mahotsav in his honour. At night while Syamananda was sleeping, the goddess 
Sarbamangala (popular deity of Kesiari) came to him. She confessed her guilt and won 
his favour. 

Thereafter he initiated Harlnarayan, the Zamindar of Panchet, and Nrishigha Gajapati, 
the Zamindar of Pataspur. From there he reached Krishnanagar Khanakul and saw Sri 
Gopinath idol at the Sripat of Abhiram Thakur and took the prasad. His next destination 
was Chinsura of Hooghly. There he stayed for some days at the house of a pious 
Kayastha Vaishnava with his disciples and everyday took the holy dip at the Ganges and 
sang the hymns. There he introduced the worship of Sri Radhagovinda Jiu at 
Buroshibatala with kirtana and Mahotsav in 1628 A.D. The tobms of Go~iballavpur 

Mahantas were set up there beside the temple. At present the Ganga has devoured that 
place. 

Next he went to Syamsundarpur and then to Thuria and again to Syamsundarpur. 

Here he got the news of Hriday Chaitanya's death. He was overwhelmed with grief and 
wept aloud like a child. He said, "I shall no longer stay on earth and my heart is torn at 

the separation of Hriday Chaitanya."(85 l At his command Rasik observed at 
Syamsundarpur the first death anniversary Mahotsav of Hriday Chaitanya. This year was 

84. Kanakmanjari Sri Sri Syamananda, p.94. 
85. RM. Paschim Bibhag, 13th Lahari, p.121. 
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also held the 51st Danda Mahotsav here and it was the last Mahotsav under his 
leadership. But at that time Syamananda advised Rasik to observe the next Danda 
Mahotsav at Govindapur. Again he said to Rasik, "Krishna has commanded me to leave 
the earth and I will not stay on earth."(86l 

Thereafter Syamananda reached Nrisinghapur with Rasik and stayed at Udanda Roy's 
residence. Here his health gradually declined. He had been suffering for four months. He 
was being nursed and treated carefully and sincerely by his devotees who also 
entertained him with the singing of kirtana. 

The 52nd Danda Mahotsav commenced in the month of Jaistha at Govindapur. As 
Rasik stayed with Syamananda at Nrisinghapur, other disciples were conducting it. 
Realising the imminent death of Syamananda, Rasik and other devotees broke down in 
grief. On the eleventh day of this Mahotsav which was the last day of Jaistha, 
Syamananda breathed his last in 1630 A.D. 

Syamananda in Legend 
A legend is "A story made up in the past which is believed by some to be true."(B?l In 

the mythologies, epics, and some religious scriptures of the world, there are many 
legends about the lives of heroes, saints and deities. In our age of reason we may ignore 
them as absurd concocted stories invented by some interested sects, devotees or 
followers. But as they have been going on from generation to generation and many people 
have strong belief in them, we can not discard them altogether. We can never deny the 
fact that saints do possess some extraordinary spiritual powers and abilities, which, we 
think, have given rise to legends. 

Now there are a great many legends about Syamananda. A few of them are cited 
here. 

L-1 

The first that we came across is about the conversion of Rankinidevi, the family deity 
of Nabin Kishore, the king of Dhalbhumgarh in Bihar. The king was a cruel man of loose 
character and addicted to drinking and worshipper of sakti (Rankinidevi). If any hermit or 
saint came to his kingdom, he installed them in the temple of Rankinidevi for the night. At 
night the goddess drank his blood and killed him. At this Nabin Kishore got much 
satisfaction. When Syamananda and Rasikananda reached his kingdom, the king 
welcomed them and lodged them in the temple for the night. Seeing Syamananda 
Rankinidevi fell prostrated at his feet and prayed for his protection. Being a goddess she 
surrendered to a human being.Sri Brajendranandanananda Dev Gosvamin, one reputable 
Mahanta of Sripat Gopiballaupur, has given a beautiful explanation of this legend in his 
book Kanakmanjari Syamananda. 

Rankinidevi gave up her demonical nature and became desirous of acqumng 
devotional traits from Syamananda. So she took the Krishna mantra from Syamananda 
and became his disciple. Not only this. She also forced her dear worshipper the king 
Nabin Krishore to surrender to Syamananda with his family. But he did not believe her 

dictate. One day the king saw that the goddess Rankinidevi herself was ma~saging the 
feet of Syamananda with her own hand with tears of intense joy in her eyes. Seeing this 

86. lbiQ, p.122 
87 Hamlyn Dictionary. 
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king was frightened and with the members of the family was initiated by Syamananda to 

Vaishnavism. 

L-2 

In the quest of Kshirchora Gopinath, we have a legend about Syamananda. During the 

exile in the woods of Orissa, Rama and Sita, once sat under a banian tree in the era of 

Treta. Out of curiousity, Sitadevi wanted to know what Rama would be in the next Yuga 

Dwapar. Rama said to Sitadevi to close her yees. Sitadevi having done so, Rama drew 

the figure of Gopitath on a piece of stone with his arrow. Having opened her eyes 

Sitadevi saw the beautiful figure. From that time the stone lay there. After a long time, 

Vasisthamuni happened to pass by that way and was astonished at looking at that figure. 

He came to know the significance of this stature in meditation. Then he left the spot. In 

course of time this idol was brought by the king of Cuttack and set up in the temple of 

Remuna. This idol stole some kshir for Madhabendra Puri, a famous saint in the era of 

Kali, so it is called Kshirchona Gopinath. 

Arriving at Remuna Syamananda and Rasikananda could not see the idol of Gopinath. 

By asking many people, Syamananda came to know that during the Muslim inroads many 

people had run away from that place. They knew that Gopinath stayed here. But they did 

not know where it was then. Syamananda grew very dejected and morose to know this. 

One night he dreamt that Gopinath was saying to him. 

"Oh Kanakmanjari ! Listen to me, Don't be sorrowful so much. People have made me 

Chandi and besmeared my whole body with sindur, you will fetch and install me in the 

temple and worship me as before."(88 l 

Nextday Syamananda went to market and got that piece of stone smeared with red 

paste. He fetched that stone idol with the help of the people. When he cleaned it with 

water. he saw the beautiful figure of Gopinath. 

'He bathed it with the water of panchatirtha and brought it to the temple with 
Mahotsav."(89 l 

L-3 

While Syamananda and Rasikananda went through Barapal village of Rajaghat, they 

saw a few Tantrikas there. They were the worshippers of Kali. Seeing Syamananda and 

Rasikananda, they insulted them as frauds. Next day Syamananda went to bathe in the 

Subarnakekha and saw a ferocious crocodile lying in wait for him. Then Syamananda said 

to it, "Give up cruelty towards other animals."(90) 

On hearing this, the crocodile rolled at his feet. Seeing such spiritual force of 

Syamananda, the tantrikas realized their mistakes and begged pardon of him. One of 
them named Sankar Das was baptized by Syamananda in Krishnamantra. Syamananda 

and Rasikananda stayed there for some days and made many disciples. 

L-4 

Four Tantrikas worshipped the Goddess named Basulidevi at Bhogari in Baleswar 

district. Everyday they offered her meat. Seeing Syamananda and his disciples they 

88. Das, Krishnacharan, ~ p.44. 
8 9 0 lll.i.Q. 

90. lll.i.Q, p. 63 
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began to ridicule them. But Syamananda said to his disciple, "You should sing 
Namasankirtana and the wicked will be vanquished in time."<91 l 

Owing to their Sankirtana, Basulidevi appeared in her person when Syamananda was 
asleep and caught hold of his feet. Syamananda woke and said to her, "You kill animals. 
Why do you touch my feet."<92l 

Then the goddess said, "I never accept the offering of meat of goats and other 
animals. The wicked persons slay them to eat meat."<93l 

Then Syamananda blessed her and directed his disciple Anandananda to initiate her in 
1620 A.D. Anandananda was the Mahanta of one of the twelve branches of Syamanandi 
sect. 

L-5 

Sarbamangala is a popular goddess at Kesiary in Midnapur. When Syamananda was 
sleeping at his disciple Damodar's residence, the goddess Sarbamangals entered into his 
bedroom and said "Oh Lord, please bless me."<94 l Syamananda then said to her, "You are 
the killer of animals. Don't touch me as it will diminish my virtues."<95l 

But the goddess said, "Please don't blame me. I am not guilty. People who slaughter 
animals in my name must go to hell with their forefathers."<96l Being pleased, Syamananda 
bestowed his grace on her. 

91. J.Qi.Q. p.64 

92. J.Qi.Q. 

93. J.Qi.Q. 
94. !..QiQ, p.53 

95. !..QiQ. 

96. J.Qj_Q 

[ 53] 



A List of the Disciples of Syamananda 

1. Acrur, Sri pat Gopiballavpur (PV ch. 20, P - 211) 

2. Acyuta, Raja of Rayani (BR, Ch. 15, P - 643) 

3. Arjuni, at Naihati (RM, Oaksina, 12, P - 79) 

4. Anandananda at Bhograi in Baleswar District. 

5. Birbhadra, (PV, ch. 20, P - 211) 

6. Bhajan Adhikary, Fatepur, P.O. - Garharipur, Midnapore. 

7. Balaram Kabipati, Sripat Budhuri, (GVA, Part 3, P - 1294) 

8. Balabhadra, at Rajagram, Midnapore (GVA, Part - , P - 1292) 

9. Chintamani, at Dharenda, (RM, Purva 1, P - 6) 

10. Daria Damodar at Dharenda, (GVA, 3, P - 1252) 

11. Damodar, Kesiary, Midnapore 

12. Damodar Gosvamin, Chakulia, Midnapore (RM, daksina, 1, P - 55) 

13. Damodar Yagi, a Brahmin, Kesiary, Midnapore, (PV, 20, P - 21 0) 

14. Dinabandhu at Dharenda, (PV, 20, P - 21 0) 

15. Debaki, daughter of Rasikananda ( RM, Daksina 1, P - 54) 

16. Dhrubananda, at Nrisinghapur (PV ch., 20, P - 211) 

17. Gangadhar Das (RM, Purva, 1. P - 5) 

18. Gokul Das, (RM, Purva, i .. P - 5) 

19 Gopal, (PV, Ch. 20, P - 211) 

20. Gopinath, (RM, Purva, 1, P - 4) 

21. Govinda, Sripat Gopiballav, (PV, Ch. 20, P - 211) 

22. Gouridas, (PV,Ch. 20, P. 211 0) 

23. Godadhar (PV, Ch. 20, P.211) 

24. Hari Gopa, Dharenda, (PV, Ch.20, P-21 0) 

25. Haridas , (RM,Daksina, 1, P.570) 

26. Hari Roy , Gopiballavpur, (PV,Ch.20, P. 211 0) 

27. Haladhar, (RM, Daksina, 1, P. 570) 

28. Har Ghose, Kesiary (GVA, Part 3, P. 1420) 

29. lchhamoyee Devi, wife of Rasikananda. 

30. Jagateswar at Hariharpur in Midnapur (GVA, Part-3, P.1235) 

31. Jagadiswar, Sripat- Balarampur, (PV,Ch.20, P.-211) 

32. Jagannath- Sripat Gopiballavpur, (PV, Ch.20, P.211) 

33. Kapileswar, (RM, Purva, 1, P.6) 

34. Kanai Gopa at Dharenda, (PV, Ch.20,P.21 0) 
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35. Kanu at Dharenda, (RM, Daksina, 11, P.77) 

36. Kanu Das, writer to padavali, (RM, Purva, 1, P.5) 

37. Kalinath, Sripat Gopiballavpur, (PV,Ch.20,P.211) 

38. Kishore at Kesiary (Mentioned before) 

39. Kishore Das, (PV, Ch.20, P.21 0) 

40. Krishna Kishore, Sripat Gopiballavpur, (PV,Ch.-20,P.211) 

41. Krishnabhanjadev, (RM, Purva 1, P.6) 

42. Krishnaharidas, Sripat Nrisinghapur, (PV, Ch.20, P.211) 

43. Krishnananda Das, (RM,Purva, 1, P-6) 

44. Kesab Siromoni, (RM, Purva, 1, P-5) 

45. Madanmohan, (RM,Daksina, 10, P.74) 

46. Madhusudan, ( PV,Ch.20,P.221) 

47. Malati Devi, (GVA, Part-3, P.1313) 

48. Murari (Rasikamurari),the chief desciple of Syamananda 

49. Murari Acharya, the auther of "Binduprakash"which deals with the 
Nupuia(Girdle) theme of Syamananda at Vrindavana. 

50. Nabin Kishore, the king of Dhalbhum 

51. Nayan Bhaskar(PV, Ch.20, P.221) 

52 Nimu Gopa, Sripat Dharenda, (PV,Ch.20,P.21 0) 

53. Netrananda, (RM,Daksina 1. P.57) 

54. Purusottam, Kesiary,Midnapore 

55. Prasad Das, (RM, GVA, Part-3, P. 1290) 

56. Rasamoy Das, (RM, Daksina 2, P.59) 

57. Radhananda, Sripat Gopiballavpur, (PV,Ch.20, P.211) 

58. Radhamohan, (PV,Ch.20, P.211) 

59. Rambhadra at Balarampur, (PV, Ch.20, P.211) 

60. Rajyadhara Raya, the land lord of Bush covered Bagdi, (GVA, 2, P - 1864) 

61. Sachirani, (PV, Ch. 20, P - 21 0) 

62. Sikhidharij, (PV, Ch. 20, P - 211) 

63. Syamdas (Dukhi Syamdas), the author of "Govindamangal". 

64. Sher Khan, the Pathan Governor, (PV, PP - 304-305) 

65. Udanda Roy, the Bhunia of Nrisinghapur, (RM, Daksina, 16, PV-91) 

66. Udhab, Kesiary, (PV, Ch. 20, P - 211) 
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Life and Activities of Rasikananda 
Birth 

Sri Rasikamangal, the biography of Sri Rasikananda, is a very important book whichd 
describes the life and activities of Sri Rasikananda in details. From this book we come to 
know that Acyuta Pattanayak was a Zamindar of Rohini (P.S. Sankrail, Midnapore) which 
was on the confluence of the river Subarnarekha and the Dulong. He was Karan by caste 
which was a dominant caste of Orissa and equivalent to Kayastha in Bengal. He had a 
great devotion to God as well as to Brahmins and Vaishnavas. He had great power and 
influence on his subjects. He had four wives and a few children. Lastly he married 
Bhavani Devi, daughter of Haladhar Pattanayak who migrated from Cuttak in 1587 A.D.(971 

The couple prayed to God for a good child. 

Rasikananda saw the light of the earth on Sunday night of 181
h Kgrtika in 1512 Saka 

era (1590 A.D.). It was also the Dipanwita night.(981 Seeing the auspicious signs on the 
new born baby, the Brahmins and Vaishnavas blessed it and said to his parents : 

"This child will be very dear to Krishna 
It is born to deliver Orissa. 
It will preach love and devotion for Krishna."(991 

Then the astrologers read his horoscope and named him Rasik. As his father Acyuta 
wished to name him Murari, he was named Rasik Murari. One day an old Vaishnava 
woman named Dayaldasi initiated him to "Harekrishna mantra." Since then he used to 
chant "16 names in 32 letters." 

"The child began to repeat the name of Krishna without minding his food, rest and 
sleep."(1001 Whenever he found any saint, he prostrated himself before him. Though he 
played with his companions, it was somewhat different from usual games. 

Education 

His learning commenced on an auspicious day in 1595 A.D. He took his primary 
education from Basudev Daibangya.Rasik was so meritorious that he remembered 
whatever he learnt or heard. He learnt Sanskrit Grammar, Kavya and Sada darshan from 
Balabhadra Sen, Anukul Chakraborty, Kavi Chandra and Jadunandan. At the later stage 
he read the Bhagabata with Jagannath Mishra and Haridas Dubey. Thus he attained 
proficiency in Sankrit Texts and in the conception of Krishna. From his very boy-hood, 
Rasikananda had a religious bent of mind and he was often found to be absorbed in 
meditation. To divert his mind, his father wanted to marry him in his teens. 

Marriage 

At that time Sri Balabhadra Pattanayak, the Zamindar of Hijli (Contai) was arrested by 
the Subedar of Midnapore for his default of paying Rs. One lakh rent. Balabhadra had a 
good relation with Acyuta Pattanayak. Having been informed of this bad news, Acyuta met 
the Subedar, set him free and took him to his palace. This incident proved that Acyuta 

97. Dev Gosvamin, B. Anirudhabatar Rasik Murari, p.2. 
98. RM, Purva, Bibhag, 4th Lahari, pp.15-16. 

"henokale rasiker prithwai agaman sakabda panarasa bar achaye paraman Krishna amabasya. 
tul athara dibase .......... 
sukla pratipad rabibar subhakshane." 

99. lliiQ, p.17 
1 OO.!.QjQ, 7th Lahari, p.26 
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was very affluent and had a great influence on the Muslim Subedar. Now Balabhadra was 
very much charmed to see Rasikananda at his father's house. He proposed to Acyuta, 
"I have a very beautiful and virtuous daughter named lchha and I like to marry her to 
your son."(101 l Acyuta gladly consented to this proposal. Unfortunately, Balabhadra passed 
away just after reaching Hijli. But his brother Sadashib arranged this marriage which was 
performed befittingly in 1606 A.D. But his marriage had no effect on him. Rather he 
became more and more detached from family affairs. Acyuta was perturbed. Once he 
said, " Oh my son; we are rich enough. Stay at home. I shall meet what you need."( 1021 

But Rasik replied, "I see this worldly attractions meaningless. Only the truth is Lord 
Krishna and His sports."(103l 

Shift to Ghatsila 
Thereafter Rasik reached Ghatsila on the bank of the Subarnarekha tn the district of 

Singbhum in course of his wandering for seeking Krishna. There was a Kachhan bari (an 
office for estate management) of Acyuta for Zamindari administration. Rasik began to 
reside there with his wife. There he spent time in reading the Bhagabat and occasionally 
lost himself in thought. Sometimes he wandered in the jungles to seek Krishna. One 
twiliqht when he was absorbed in meditation he saw the handsome figure of Krishna 
holding the flute. "Krishna appeared before him in the twilight and obliged him with His 
sight."(104i Then Krishna said, "Syamananda Roy will be your preceptor. He is my dear 
maid. He will deliver sinners by generating love for god in them. You will obtain me by 
serving him and I will be always present in your heart."(105 i 

f1asik woke from meditation. He saw Krishna fefore him. But no sooner had he thrown 
nimself at his feet, Krishna disappeared. Then Rasik began to cry out. "Oh Krishna; Oh 
Krishna;" He became anxious to see Syamananda Roy. He often said, "Syamananda 1s 
my preceptor. When will I see him?"(106i 

On the other hand, Syamananda dreamt at Vrindavana "There is Rasik Muran, my 
favourite. Take him as your companion and work for the people's deliverance.''\107 i It has 
been already discussed in the life and activities of Sri Syamananda. Then, after wandering 
about here and there, Syamananda reached Ghatsila in 1608 A.D. from Vrindavana at Sri 
Jiva's errand to propagate Vaishnavism. 

Meeting Syamananda and Initiation 
One day a Brahmin was reading t~e Bhagabat in the local King's court at Ghatsila 

and Rasik was listening to it in rapt attention. No sooner had Syamananda appeared there 
than Rasik was attracted by his tall, fair and handsome figure and took him for the 
second Narayana. The king offered him seat in great reverence. Then, Rasik finding him 
alone, fell at his feet and tears of joy rolled down from his eyes. Syamananda embraced 
him very affectionately and asked about his identity. Rasik answered his query. 
Syamananda stayed with Rasik for four months and taught him various scriptures and 

1 01. J.rusL 
102. !Qjg, 13th Lahari, p.45. 
103. !Qjg, p.46. 
104. !.bi.Q, 14th Lahari, p.47. 
105. !.bi.Q. 
1 06. !.bi.Q, p.48 
107. J.bisj, 15th Lahari, p.49. 
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their philosophical significance. Then he initiated Rasik and said, "I shall redeem all beings 
with your help.''(108l After this his little daughter Debki and his wife lchhadevi were initiated 
and the latter was renamed Syamadasi. 

After staying four months at Rasik's residence, Syamananda decided to go to Puri 
and Vrindavana. Rasik wanted to accompany him. But, at Syamananda's wish, Rasik's 
pilgrimage was deferred. However, Rasik covered a certain distance with his guru in 1609 
A.D. First they came to Chakulia in Singbhum district and converted an anti-Vaishnava 
Brahmin named Damodar and the members of his family. Then they proceeded to 
Dhalbhum of the same district and Runkini Devi gave up her violence and began to adore 
Sri Govinda. They also converted the local king and set up Syamasundarpur Sripat there. 
Thereafter Syamananda commanded Rasik and Damodar to preach the gospel of love of 
Sri Chaitanya. They returned to Ghatsila. Syamananda set out for Nilachal alone. Left 
alone, Rasik became deeply absorbed in Krishna-meditation. But he was very eager to 
see Brajadham. After some days he said to his wife, "I am determined to go to 
Brajadham; For this time, stay with our relatives."(109i 

But Syamadasi insisted on her following him. To persuade her, Rasik said, "You will 
have the result of having visited hundreds of holy shrines if you attend upon the saints, 
staying at home. Let me go alone to Vrindavana."(110l So saying he sent Syamadasi to 
Rot1ini and set out for Vrindavana in 1611 A.D. 

Coming to Vrindavana Rasik visited Dwadasban (Srikrishna's meeting place with 
Gopis), Upaban (a bower of Krishna's rest and devotion), seven temples, Radhakunda 
and Syam Kunda (the places of Nityalila of Sri Radha and Krishna at the village Arith), 
Rasasthali and sporting place of Krishna etc. and at last the idol of Sri Gopal Ray. 
Observing the suitability of Brajadham as the place of meditation Rasik expressed his 
desire to stay there sometimes. But Syamananda said to him, "Your relatives will be sorry 
without you. Go to Orissa in order to preach religion of Love and devotion to every house 
there ."( 111 1 

Return to Rohini 

At guru's orders Rasik set out for Rohini to take care of his kith and kin and to 
deliver Utkal. Afterwards Rasik set out to join Khetury Mahotyay with Syamananda. There 
Sri''Nivas Acharya said to Rasik, "0 my son, manage everything well, so that no body 
feels humiliation."(112) Rasik obeyed it with the best of his ability. 

Leaving Rohini and Establishing Gopiballavpur Sripat 
After the end of Khetary Mahotsay Rasik returned to Rohini and absorbed himself in 

prayer and meditation. He also began to serve the guests and Vaishnavas as Krishna. 
His relatives and kins were very displeased and they could not endure that being the son 
of a landlord Rasik should do such humiliating deed. So they picked up quarrel with him 
on flimsy ground, At this Rasik's meditation was disturbed. So he left his native village 
with his wife Syamadasi. They took shelter at village Kasipur (now Gopiballavpur) 
surrounded by mango and jack fruit groves. This village was established by his eldest 

1 08. .112i.Q. 16th Lahari, p.53. 
109. RM, Dakshin Bibhag, 2nd Lahari, p.57. 
11 0. J.QlQ. 
111. J.QlQ. p.59. 
112. NV, Chap. 6, p.80. 
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brother Kasinath Das. "The natural beauty of the village was really indescribable and 
people called it the Secret Vrindavana."(113l 

Once the king of Bhanjabhum (the south-western part of Midnapore district) took by 
force the deity of his family. In 1614 Rasik brought back this idol here and began to 
worship it. One day Sri Syamananda paid a visit to Rasik's new abode. He was charmed 
to see the beautiful scenery of this village like that of Vrindavana. He was very much 
pleased with the duty and sincerity of Rasik to his preceptor and with the sweet care and 
tasteful cooking of Syamadasi. He then named the idol of Rasik's worship "Gopiballav 
Ray" and he also named this village "Gopiballavpur."(114l There would be maximum worship 
and entertainment of Vaishnavas and Krishna here."(115l He also predicted that "Govinda 
(Krishna) would manifest Himself here."(116l In this way the village Gopiballavpur was 
established on the Southern bank of the Subarnarekha in a beautiful surrounding. Then 
Rasik built the temple of Sri Radha Govinda Jiu at Sri pat Gopiballavpur (See Fig.-1). The 
devotees still sing today, "Let it be glory to Syamananda and Rasikananda and also to 
Gopiballavpur and Radha-Govinda." 

Commencement of Preaching at Dharenda 

Rasik permanently resided at Sripat Gopiballavpur and was absorbed in Sadhan 
bhajan (worship & meditation) here. But he often remembered his guru's advice. 
Once Syamananda said to Rasik, "Give the people the name of Harekrishna and deliver 
them ."(117> To execute the preceptor's order, Rasik first went at Dharenda, the birth place 
of Syamananda. At that time there lived two Zamindars named Shim and Srikar who were 
also brothers. Both were crueller than hostile Jagai and Madhai of Navadwip. They were 
robbers and raped women. People were unsafe under them. They worshipped many gods 
and goddesses and delighted in killing animals including large buffalos. They also insulted 
and ridiculed saints and Vaishnavas. Yet there was no dearth of devotees at Dharenda, 
Rasamay, Bansi and Mathur, the sons of Subal Das of Sadgopa caste, were the initiated 
disciples of Daria Damodar and they spent time in japa and meditation. "Strangely their 
mother was the daughter of tyrant Shim." There was also a temple of one of twelve 
branches of Syamanandi sect at Dharenda. There was also a Kayastha disciple of Hriday 
Chaitanya named Gopal Das. Gopal's son Tulasi was a good singer of sweet voice. Subal 
was the son-in-law of Shim. But he was a true Vaishnava. So we see that even during 
the time of tyrant Shim and Srikar, there also lived some good behaved Vaishnavas. 

Once, Rasik, while singing Sankirtana in accompaniment of his disciples, r.aached the 
court of Shim and Srikar. Seeing that Rasik, son of the great Zamindar Acyuta had turned 
into a mendicant, Shim flew into rage and chided him by saying, "Your pigtail and tilak are 
the marks of your hypocracy. Those who are unable to look after their kith and kin, take 
up such profession and beg from door to door."(118> So he advised Rasik to give up his 
mean profession and manage his estate to maintain his family and relatives, Shim also 
insulted and humiliated the whole Vaishvava community. There were also some pandits of 
Smriti who supported Shim. But Rasik was the least perturbed. Rather he requested Shim 
to arrange a debate of scholars in his court. Shim granted it for a joke. 

113. RM, Dakshin Bibhag, 3rd Lahari, p.61, 
114. llllit. p.63. 
115, lQiQ, 
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In 1615 A.D. Shim arranged a great religious conference in his court. At his request 
great Brahmin scholars like Janaki, Harichandan and others who were proficient in all 
scriptures attended the conference. Smarta scholars expressed their own views. But 
Rasik set their views at naught and established the superiority of the Vaishnav;:t religion. 
He cited the Y.ru;lli, the Puranas, the Upanisad, the Gita and the Bhagabata in support of 
his arguments. He explained very elegantly and eloquently the greatness of Lord Krishna 
and His name. Everybody assembled in the conference was deeply moved by his 
indisputable and invincible arguments. "They were unable to make any reply."(119

) 

Ill-tempered Shim also burst into tears and fell down at Rasik's feet. Rasik treated him 
kindly as he was born to save the sinners from sin. 

Shim with his entire family took Krishna mantra from Rasik. He also held a Mahotsav 
at his own expense. The air was filled with sound of Sankirtana. Groups of people came 
to Rasik and were converted. Rasamay and his community performed Kirtana. Rasik 
brought in his family deity Gopiballav Ray to Dhrenda and placed Him beside Radharani 
and conducted worship and Mahotsav. 

After spending some days at Dharenda, Rasik returned to Gopiballavpur and devoted 
himself to the worship of his family deity. 

Acompanying Syamananda 
One day Rasik was just going to take his midday meal after completing the worship 

of Sri Gopiballav Jiu. At that time a messenger of his preceptor Syamananda brought him 
a letter. Rasik did not take his meal. Even without waiting for cleaning his hand he rushed 
out for Balarampur (Midnapore) to respond to his preceptor's errand. He washed his hand 
in the Subarnarekha and walked on. This shows his unshaken faith in and steadfast 
devotion to his 9.Yl.!J. He travelled a long way to reach Syamananda. On seeing his dry 
face and by asking the messenger, Syamananda came to know that Rasik ws unfed. At 
his command Rasik ate his meal. After that Syamananda told him to co-operate in the 
Pancham Dol-festival at Barakola. Rasik agreed and did his mite to help him. One night of 
the festival, some ghee was needed to cook food for the Vaishnavas. When Rasik heard 
that it could be available in a Javan's house, Rasik approached him at midnight. Javan 
was very angry to see a stranger in his house at night and slapped him on his cheek. 
But Rasik did not mind anything and smilingly asked him for the ghee again. The Javan 
was astonished at this and begged pardon of him, This incident also proves that Rasik 
had all the traits of a true Vaishnava. He could conquer anger by love. So he was able to 
fetch ghee from the Javan. Then he with his guru also conducted the Mahotsav at 
Alamgunj (now Aligunj) at the request of the Subedar of Midnapore. Thereafter he followed 
Syamananda to Narajole and from there to Tmaluk to install the statue of Sri Gouranga at 
the temple of Mahaprabhu set up by Basudev Ghose. 

From Tamluk Rasik accompanied Syamananda to Dharenda. There he was introduced 

to Hriday Chaitanya, Syamananda's preceptor who was very pleased with Rasik's modest 
demeanour. Then Syamananda sent Rasik to Gopiballavpur. 

Exonerating Bhanja King from Curse 

One day Rasik set out to propagate Vaishnava religion. In 1617, he reached 
Mayurbhanja of Orissa. The king was Vaidyanath Bhanja. He had two brothers· Chhot Roy 

119. lb.iQ, p.66 
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and Rout Roy. They were the decendants of the Surya (Sun). Many learned and 
respectable persons often frequented his court. Seeing Rasik at his court, the king and 
his brothers were very happy. The king Vaidyanath himself washed Rasik's feet and 
seated him. Arrangements were made for his food and accommodation. Then the king 
informed him of his a curse in his family. 

He said that once his predecessor Late Bisweswar, in order to enjoy a beautiful 
Brahmin con of 16, murdered her 20 years old husband. But that woman became a 'Sati' 

and uttered a curse, 

"Any male child of your family who would be the king must die i'n the 16th year of his 

age. His wife, becoming a widow, will pass her pathetic life. It will prove that I am a 
righteous lady."l120l Since then, all the kings are dying in the same age. The resent king 

Vaidyanath was 14. He was living in fear of death. He asked Rasik if there was any way 

of their getting rid of the curse. Then Rasik said, 

"Give up the worship of so many gods, 
Worship only Krishna in one mind 

All beings are born of him. 

He is the ultimate end on all. 

Others are untrue; only truth is Krishna."l 121 l 

Rasik was able to save the kings from the curse by dint of his spiritual power. 

Obeying his direction Vaidyanath and his brothers, having been 25 hears old, came to 

Gopiballavpur and were initiated by Rasik. Seeing this, many respectable persons of this 

kingdom followed suit. 

Converting Udanda Roy 

Sometime after, Syamananda came to Gopiballavpur and went to Naihati (Midnapore) 

with Rasik and held a Mahotsav there. Next Rasik went Kesiari (P.S. Kesiari) and initiated 
many people. Among them Brajamohan, Syamdas, Narayana Das, Radhamohan, 
Jadavendra were very prominent.P 22 l From Kesiary they came to Marura and then to 
Nrisinghapur. There is a village named Balia at a short distance of Nrisinghapur. There 
lived a Bhunia Zamindar named Udanda Roy. His character justified his name. He was a 

tyrant and addicted to women and wine. Dacoity was his profession. The way from Gouda 
to Puri passed through this place. He often robbed and killed the saints and Vaishnavas 
passing through that path and preserved a blanket of each of them. Such a tyrannical 

Zamindar was blessed by Syamananda and Rasikananda. 

At Remuna 

Both Syamananda and Rasik went to Remuna (Orissa) to have a glimpse of 
Khirachora Gopinath. They did not find him. But after great efforts they traced him and 
installed him in the temple again. From there they advanced to Rajghat where a trantric 

Sannayasi worshipped Basuli Devi. Syamananda brought about his salvation and returned 

to Gopiballavpur with Rasik. 

120. Das, Krishnacharan, ~- pp.36-37. 
121. RM, Dakshin Bibhag, 13th Lahari, p.81. 
122. Dev Gosvamin, B., Kanakmanjari Sri Sri Syamananda, p.85. 
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Holding Rasafestival at Gopiballavpur 
Syamananda resolved to hold a grand Ras festival at Gopiballavpur on the Purnima 

day of Vaisakh. He said to Rasik, 

"Annunciate a Ras festival of magnitude, 
That will make all people wonder-mute."(123

) 

Rasik gladly took up the challenge. He set about making all arrangements. The 
accounts of this festival have been described in details in the Paschim Bibhag of 
Rasjkmangal from the first to fifth Lahari. We may discuss it in three parts-sending 
invitation, panda! and decoration, and function. 

After detailed discussion it was decided that their main disciples as Daria Damodar, 
Netrananda, Kishore Thakur, Haridas Thakur, Bhim, Srikar, Chintamoni, Dinasyam, 

Ramkrishna, Nayaran Oas, Syamgopal, Bansi, Rasamay and others would render 

physical labour and financial help to make this festival a success. Rasik went out to 
collect provisions. 

At first invitations were dispatched to Hriday Chaitanya Thakur (the preceptor of 
Syamananda) and his disciples, Nityananda's sons and grand sons and their disciples, 
Srinivas Acharya with his disciples and to Narottam Thakur and his disciples, Sri 
Ramchandra Kaviraj, Thakur Balaram Das, disciples of Dwadasa Gopal, 64 Mahantas, 
hundreds of Gaudiya Vaishnavas, Aulia, Baulia and Vaishnavas of many other sects. 
Besides these, the Vaishnavas of Mathura, Dwaraka, Vrindavana, Nilachul got the 
invitation. Many kings, Zamindars, Brahmins, many kirtana parties were also invited. 
Countless invited guests and the people of the surrounding villages including women and 
children, irrespective of castes, creeds and religions, thronged at Gopiballavpur to witness 
and take part in the inauguration ceremony. 

At the second stage, a big ground near the temple was cleared after cutting off the 
jungles. A big pandal was erected with bamboo and wood and was decorated with 
coloured clothes, chandratap (canopy) flowers of shola (one kind of lightest trees), leaves 
and flowers. Some gates were built in various entrances and adorned with red and orange 

coloured flags. In the central place the Ras altar was made. On the four sides and four 
corners were put up the idols of eight Gopis with Krishnas. In the central place of the 
altar were seated Gopiballavpur Ray and Radharani. All the idols were nicely decorated 

with flowers and ornaments. At such a time, such beautiful pandal and decoration were 
really astounding. 

On the full moon day began the preliminary purification rites of Ras festival. All 

quarters became fragrant with the sweet scent of burning incense. The air was vibrant 

with the symphony created by the sounds of bells, mridangas and cymbals. The sweet 
melody of kirtana enchanted the Vaishnavas and the country folks. At Rasik's appeal, 
baskets of fruits, vegetables and large quantities of ghee, flattened rice, milk, curd, rice, 
pulses, poured in from all directions. Thousands of people, irrespective of castes and 

religions, took the prasad, sitting on the ground in lines. This Ras festival, held in a 
backward rural area mainly infested with uncultured tribal people, certainly created a stir 

in the district and indirectly propagated the message of fraternity, euality and unity among 

the people belonging to the different strata of the society who assembled there. 

l 23. RM, Paschim Bibhag, 1st Lahari, p.93 
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The distinct feature of this festival was the dramatic performance of the Ras theme in 
the evening. Eight boys named Daibaki Das, Gokul Das, Gopiballav, Gourgopal Das, 
Gokul Oas, Narayan Das, Gopijivan and Bhupur attired as Gopis, and a boy named 
Raghunath Das, dressed as Krishna, began dancing. First Krishna appeared under a 
kadam tree and played his flute. Hearing this Gopis forgot all their shame, fear and 
prestige and lineage and rushed out to him. But Krishna advised them to return to their 
families. This made them very sad. Grief-stricken, they prayed to him. Then Krishna took 
them as his cohorts and began to dance. All these varied moods and emotions were 
successfully dramatized. So it has been stated in Rasikamangal. "Thus at Gopiballavpur, 
the Ras was brought to life as if it were the second Vrindavana."(124> 

At the devotees' request, the drama performance was arranged for the second night. 
But, on account of rain, it was cancelled. At Syamananda's direction, the concluding 
ceremony was held. The kjrtana began. The ground was drenched with water. Devotees 
and innumerable people danced and rolled on the muddy ground. Hriday Chaitanya also 
took part in dancing. Thus the midnight was over. They sported in Subarnarekha and 
departed in the morning . This Ras festival helped Rasik much to preach his creed. 

Making Ahamadi Beg and other Muslims his Disciples 
Everbody having departed after Ras festival ,Syamananda stayed at Gopiballavpur for 

some more days. To carry out his order Rasik with his disciples went to Banpur in 
Orissa. There lived Ahamadi Beg, the Governor of Orrisa. The people of that place 
specially the Hindu and the local Bhunia landlords were constantly exploited and 
terrorized by him. It is stated in Rasikmangal -"Ahamadi Beg was a very wicked 
Javan."(125 l Rasik entered in such place singing kirtana with his followers like Ramkrishna, 
Dinadas, etc. On his way hundreds of local people including Muslims became his 
followers Seeing this Ahamadi Beg grew very annoyed and angry and said, 

"Making Hindu your disciple is not an offence." 
But it is unbecoming of you to turn Muslims into your disciples."P26 1 

So he sent Rasikananda a messenger to fetch him and to test his power. He said, 
"Whenever he shows me his divine power, I will recognize him as Narayana."1127i On the 
contrary, by taming a wild and mad elephant on his way, Rasikananda showed his 
strength of his spiritual power to shatter the vanity of the haughty Governor and made 
him awe him. 

He surrendered to Rasik and begged forgiveness of him and became his disciple. 
Seeing this, many subjects, both Hindus and Muslims had initiation from Rasik. They took 
him as the Second Narayana. 

His Further Activities 
Harinarayana, king of Panchati, came to Rasik's fold at Bunpur. Gajapati Sri 

Nrisinghadev, the Maharaja of Puri, who had a great friendship with Harinarayana, also 
wanted to test Rasik's holiness and was about to leave for him. At that time Rasik 
appeared before him. 

124. 1Qkl. 4th lahari, p.100. 
125. !Qkt, 7th lahari, p.106. 
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"The Lord entered into Gajapati's place, 
The king felt as if he were the second Narayana."(128l 

Gajapati bowed down to him and arranged for his accommodtion. Seeing the flute, in 
Rasik's hand, Gajapati wanted to listen to the fluteplaying and Rasik charmed all with 
flute-playing. Rasik also gave him much advice as embodied in scriptures. Since then the 
king gave up violence and completely dedicated himself to the practice of meditating and 
worshipping Jagannath (Krishna). Seeing the transformation of the king many people of 
Puri submitted to Rasik. As a consequence Rasik's religious preaching got a tremendous 
impetus in Orissa. 

After his short stay at Puri, Rasik returned to meet Syamananda. On his way he 
reached Banpur with some of his devotees. Among them were good singers Syamadas 
and Mohan whom he rescued from the Lord of Hijli. Leaving Bunpur, they were 
proceeding through a forest path and the evening set in. As it was impossible to advance 
further in the dark, they decided to halt under a tree. But as they had no rice, they did 
not arrange for cooking and were about to pass the night without food. At that time the 
elephant Gopal Das whom he quietened arrived and finding them unfed departed hastily 
and hurried back quickly with a bag of rice. The Vaishnavas then cooked and slept after 
taking meals. After sunrise, Rasik again moved on with his followers. On that night 
Jagannath said to Rasik, "Reveal me as Govinda Ray at Gopiballavpur with a beautiful 
figure. I shall stay in this idol for ever and all the people will worship my feet."( 129

) On his 
way Rasik came across two brothers named Raghunath and Ananda who were the 
inhabitants of Nilachal and sculptors. With these two artists, Rasik reached Syamananda 
at Thuria and informed him of his revelation. Hearing everything from his disciple, 
Syamananda was very much pleased and ordered him to make the statue. The statue 
was finished within a short time and was named Sri Vrindavanachandra. This idol was 
first installed at Nrisinghapur in 1625. After Syamananda's demise and also at his 
command, it was again taken away from there and installed at Syamsundarpur Sripat. The 
three wives of Syamananda took up the duty to worship it. Afterwards Sri Krishnagati Dev 
Gosvamin, Rasik's second son, became the Mahanta of this Sripat and sti!f today his 
decendants have been doing the same. 

After the installation of Sri Vrindavanachandra, Syamananda directed Rasik to 
construct the idol of Sri Govinda and install it at Gopiballavpur. Rasik ordered those two 
sculptors to make the statue. They made it after sincere and hand labour. Then it was 
installed in the temple of Gopiballavpur on an auspicious day in 1625 A.D. A Mahotsav 
was held on this occasion. With the chanting of Vedic hymns and exuberance of 
Sankirtana, the whole village vibrated and the devotees became overwhelmed to eye the 
deep-black handsome statue. 

"Aasik looks and looks at the beautiful figure of Sri Govinda in serene delight and the 
people see Rasik worshipping at its lotus feet with Tulasi."(130l 

Conducting the Marriage between Sri Govinda and Radharani 
Sri Govinda idols has been still being worshipped at Gopiballavpur temple by saints, 

sannayasies and devotees of various religious sects. There is the idol of ::iadharani 
beside that of Sri Govinda. Sri Brajendranandanananda Dev Gosvamin of Gopiballavpur 

128. J..tilij. 9th Lahari, p.112 
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has nicely described the history of the installation of this statue in his book 
Aniruddhabatar Rasik Murari. The idol of Radharani was by chance found in the treasury 
of the Bhanjaking. In his dream he was ordered to marry the idol to Sri Govinda idol of 
Rasikmurari. Next day he came to Gopiballavpur and informed Rasik of his dream and 

asked his permission to execute the wedding. Rasik gladly agreed. The date was fixed. 
According to social custom, Sri Govinda, attired in costly dress, set out for the palace of 
the Bhanjaking in a palanquin and hundreds of devotees followed him. It was a distance 
of 16 miles from Gopiballavpur to the king's abode. After crossing half a distance, the 
bearers put down the palanquin at Khariasole village for rest. But they failed miserably to 
lift the palanquin again. Then the king was informed and he came. Then Rasik and the 
king decided to hold the marriage ceremony in that place. The idol of Radharani was 
brought. The king gave some villages and many ornaments as gifts on the performance of 
marriage at Khariasole in 1626 A.D. A Tulsi mancha was made in that place and devotees 

still consider it as a holy shrine of the Vaishnavas. 

Again on Syamananda's errand Rasik reached Thuria and from there to Ghatsila. From 
Ghatsila they came to Syamsundarpur temple which was established by Syamananda and 
Rasik. Again they went to Ajodhya near Baleswar and held a festival there. The next 
place they visited was Govindapur. Here two wives of Syamananda, Gourangadasi and 
Syampriyadasi were engaged in the worship of Vinodbehari Jiu. At Rasik's request 
Syamananda married for the third and last time Jamunadasi in 1627 A.D. and appointed 
her to conduct the worship in the temple. Thereafter both of them went to Thuria where 
Syamananda heard the command of Srikrishna "Come in no time to Brajadham."(1311 

Syamananda realized that his activities on earth were going to be ended and time was 
near for his passing away. Rasik and his other disciples wailed deeply to realir:fl this and 
began to serve him more carefully. Having come round a bit Syamananda reached with 
Rasik Dharenda, his native village in 1627 A.D. and arranged for wandering Sankirtana 
and Mahotsav. Thereafter they came to Sripat Gopiballavpur. At that time Suryananda. the 
Mahanta of Galtagadi of Joypur in Rajastan visited Gopiballavpur with many saints. They 
were profoundly charmed to see the idol of Sri Govinda Jiu and with the hospitality of 
Syamananda and Rasik. Being pleased Suryananda expressed his desire for his rebirth 
as a descendant of Rasik and his desire was fulfilled. This has been discussed 
elaborately later on. 

In 1629 A.D. Syamananda sent for Rasik from Syamsundarpur and Rasik reached 

there in no time with many disciples. He said to Rasik, "I shall no longer live the mortal 
life. I am much grief stricken at the death of my illill! Hriday Chaitanya. So you should 
hold a Mahotsav for peace for his soul."(132l 

So, a Mahotsav was held gorgeous Syamsundarpur on the occasion of the 
performance of the first death rite of Hriday Chaitanya in 1629 A.D. Next Rasik was 
commanded to hold a Danda Mahotsav at Govindapur. There he said to Rasik, "All the 
people are in deep love of Krishna. Now pass your days joyfully in their company. 
Krishna has ordered me to go away and my death is near at hand."(133l 

Thus advising Rasik, Syamananda proceeded with him to Nrisinghapur and stayed at 

the house of Udanda Roy. He fell very ill there. He was confined to bed for four months. 

131. !J;W;!, 12th Lahari, p.119. 
132. !J;W;!, 13th Lahari, p.121. 
133. Ibid, pp.121-122 
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The physicians attended on him regularly. Rasik, too, tully devoted himself to nurse his 
indisposed illill! without caring for his food and sleep. Seeing Rasik's pensiveness and 
anxiety Syamananda said to him, "With all Syamanandis (followers of Syamananda) that 
are born in Orissa continue your work. I order you to stay in Orissa and take it for 
Vrindavana. Serve the saints and tell everybody to love Krishna:'(134l 

Then he took the piece of cloth in his own hand and put on the tilak mark on his 
forehead. Then he said to other devotees, "All of you must follow Rasik and Rasik will 
nurture you all. Those who disobey him, will also lose my company."( 135l At that time he 
conferred on Rasik the title of "Oev Gosvamin" and made him the Acharya of Mahanta 
Syamanandi Vaishnava sect. He also directed Rasik to place the idol of Vrindavana Jiu 
and his three wives at Syamsundarpur. 

It was Jaistha full moon night in 1630 A.D. Realising the impending death of 
Syamananda Rasik devoted to sing Sankirtana aloud. According to Syamananda's 
previous advice 52"d Panda Mahotsav was being held at Govindapur. The Danda 
Mahotsav continued for twelve days and on the ele·-1enth day Syamananda breathed his 
last. 

At his passing away his devotees broke down and burst into tears. Rasik 
wailed and said, 

" I have served him twenty years 
Now he has gone to heaven, 
Leaving me alone."(136\ 

After Syamananda's death, Sri Daria Damodar, Mahanta of one of the twelve branches 
of Syamanandi sect, also died. As he lived at Dharenda and preached from there, Rasik 
observed his first death Mahotsav at Dharenda in 1631 A.D. Then according to guru's 

previous direction he tried to shift three wives of Syamananda from Govindapur to 

Syamsundarpur. But Udanda Roy, the Zamindar of Balia opposed him. Having failed to ex

ecute his 9.!J..(!J's order Rasik returned indignantly. Next Rasik went tp Moyna in Midnapore 

and made Chandrabhanu, Syamarasik and many other persons his disciples. Thereafter 
he went to Hijli (Contai) and vanquished many a smarta and Brahmin pandits in debate 
and propagated Vaishnavism in that area. 

In 1631 and 1632 A.D. Rasik completed two Oanda Mahotsavs at Govindapur. The 
news came to him at that time and Zamindar Udanda Roy had died with his family sud

denly. His subjects were awe-stricken. They thought that such deaths were due to 

Rasik's wrath for his humiliation. They became respectful to him. Rasik now transferred 

the idol of Vrindaban Chandra and Syamananda's three wives to Syamsundarpur and ob

served three consecutive Danda Mahotsav at Syamsundarpur. Every Vaishnava was 
pleased at the Mahotsav, but the three women were not satisfied . They always used to 
quarrel with each other. Even they abused Rasik, but he did not mind it. Of course, 
Syamapriyadasi, the second wife of Syamananda, was more generous and gentle. At that 
time Sudhamoy, a devotee, told Rasik to build three separate huts at Syamsundarpur for 

them. But Rasik did not agree with him at this point and commented that if they did not 

134. ]QiQ. 
135. ]QiQ. 
136. Ibid, Rasikananda was initiated by Syamananda in 1608 A.D. and Syamananda died in 1630 A.D. As Syamananda 

had passed two years at Vrindavana, Rasikananda could not serve him. So the total period stands for twenty years 
by deducting two years. 
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want to live together, the Syamanandi Vaishnavas would not come here. At this the three 
women became angry. During the observance of 57th Danda Mahotsav in 1635 A.D. 
Gourangadasi, Syamananda's first wife hatched a conspiracy with some wicked people 
against Rasik in order to desist him from visiting Syamsundarpur and even threatened his 
life. As a result, Rasik sent to Govindapur Syamananda's two other wives. Rasik was 

mentally shocked at Gourangadasi's intriglue, 

Afterwards, Gourangadasi realised her mistake and begged pardon of Rasik. The man 
who was wronged became very pleased. 

Rasikananda and Car Festival at Puri 
Once before the Rathayatra festival Rasikananda heard the summon of Sri Jagannath 

at Puri in his dream. So, he next day set out for Puri with some of his disciples. As he 
reached there, he was cordially welcomed by the king of Puri and the priest. As soon as 

Rasikananda touched the Rath(Car), the car started to move. 

The car festival over, the king accommodated Rasik in his place. Rasik with his fol
lowers visited all the maths and temples of Puri. The king offered Rasik Fultola Math at 
Balisahi. It was named Kunja-math afterwards. From this math, garlands were sent every
day for Jagannath. 

Rasik then promised to visit Puri every year on the occasion of the car festival. Rasik 
returned to Gopiballavpur from Puri. 

Rasikananda laid the responsibility of worship of Govinda on Syamadasi and wan
dered about preaching. He never stayed a moment in his house and moved from one 
place to another in preaching the gospel of love for the people's deliverance. 

With deep devotion and spiritual powers Rasikananda made countless people his dis
ciples irrespective of high and low caste and rich and poor. Saha Suja, the Nawab ot 
Bengal was astonished to see the spiritual power of Rasikananda. Once Rasikananda 
with some of his disciples was cordoned by the followers of the wicked Zamindar of 
Nagpur. But afterwords, the Zamindar, his kins and subjects were initiated by 

Rasikananda. The zaminder also accommodated him and his disciples some days in his 
house and gave them victuals and escorted them through the forest. The king of 
Sekharbhum and his people were spell bound to see the miraculous power of 
Rasikananda. In this way Rasikananda embrassed the so-called powerful zaminders and 
administrators and his people one after another with his spiritual power and devotion 

Then Rasik went to Kendubilwa in Birbhum, the birth place of Jaydeva. Seeing the 
place of Jaydeva, he was filled with a divine inspiration.(137l He visited the Radhamadhab 
temple and came to Ambika Sripat in Hoogly. He returned to Gopiballavpur in 1640 A.D. 
after seeing the temples and Sripats on the banks the Ganges. Then he sank deep into 
the worship of Krishna, Sankirtana and hearing the sports of Krishna. All these daily wor
ships and rituals of Rasik have been described in details in the 14th Lahari of Uttar 
Bibhag of Rasikmangal. Everyday he drank water, obtained by washing the feet of the pil
grims returning from Gangasagar who went to Puri by this way and took rest at Sripat 

Gopiballavpur and Rasik collected their feetcleaning water which is still preserved at 
Gopiballavpur Sripat. He left the Gopiballavpur temple only on the occasion of attending 

the Rathayatra festival at Puri. Thus were spent twelve years. 

137. RM, Uttar Bibhag, 14th Lahari, p.160. 
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In 1653 A.D. Rasik decided -

" I, too, will return to my own place 
And see with my own eyes the son of Nanda. 

I shall sport with Krishna there, 
And I shall leave this corporal frame."(1381 

He realised that he had come to the fag end of his life. One day he completed 
Sankirtana and became absorbed in meditating Krishna with closed eyes on the food of
fering altar. At that time Krishna appeared before him with flute in his hand and ordered 
him to come to his place.(1 391 

Then Rasik communicated the orders of Krishna to his followers and told them of his 
intention to leave this world. He nominated his eldest son Sri Radhananda De\1 Gosvamin 
to conduct the worship in the temple. He said to his followers -

" I have spent sixty two years on earth 
Now I shall go to Krishna's own resorts"(140

' 

He also said, "0 my devotees; you should build my tomb at the place of Gopal 
(Kshirchora Gopinath.) 11

(
141 1 

Passing Away of Rasikananda 
In 1653 A.D. Rasik went to Remuna Railway Station in Orissa near Baleswar with his 

disciples. Whenever he saw any temple on the way, he sang kirtana in joy. He reached 
the village of Bansda. A thorn stung at his feet. He had a slight fever. He iost energy to 
move on, but his spirit never flagged (ebbed). He thought -

" ! must go near the place of Krishna, 
It is the place of Sri Gopa1 Ray at Remuna. "i 142l 

He spent almost all the day in Sankirtana. His health gradually broke down. A 
palanquin was sent to bring him back to Gopiballavpur. But he was not willing to return 
there. He said, II God has ordered me to reach Remuna."(143

' So the palanquin brought 
him to Remuna. On reaching there he entered into the temple. The Brahmin priest saw 
him enter and disappear in the statue of Gopinath. He came out and said, II Rasik Thakur 
has merged in the figure of Gopal.ll(144' Hearing this the devotees and bearers burst into 
wailing. Rasik's grave was built there. He passed away on the first day of the full-moon 
fortnight in Phalgun. From there a twelve day death festival has been being held in the 
temple of Kshirchora Gopinath. 

138. !.QiQ,p.162. 
139. lhlQ. 

140. !.QiQ., 15th Lahari, p.164. 
141. JQiQ. 

142. fu.iQ, 16th Lahari, p.165 
143. IQi.d, p.166. 

144. !.QiQ. 

[ 68] 



Rasikananda in Legend 

L-1 

It was in 1617, Rasikananda was in Gopiballavpur. He was worshipping the Radha
Govinda Jiu. At that time he was informed that a Fakir named Machharanda Shah had 
come ridding a tiger from Basantia (now Basantapur in Debra P.S.) and was waiting at the 
outskirt of the temple to meet him. Rasikananda at once sent for the watchman of the 
temple and directed him to send Uddhab, a devotee to bring in the Fakir. No sooner had 
he heard Rasikananda's command than he planted the stick of tooth brush into the ground 
and said, "0 Wall; Let us go to take the Fakir here."(145l Fakir saw that a man, seated on 
a wall approached him. Then the Fakir thought, "If anybody can make an inanimate ani
mate, surely his preceptor must be of more spiritual power than he.(146l He at once sur
rendered to Rasikananda. At his request, Rasikananda visited the village Basantia and 
made Sagarendra, the Zamindar of that place, his disciple. There he also set up the idol 
of Sri Gokulchandra. 

L-2 

Udanda Roy was a tyrannical Zamindar of Nrisinghpur. He was cruel and Vaishnava 
hater. Even the killed saints and Vaishnavas after taking away their belongings. One day 
he saw Samananda and Rasikananda with many Vaishnava followers passing through his 
kingdom to Puri. He then ordered his followers to shoot the arrows. But the arrows did 
not pierce them. Rather the arrows in their return flight stuck the shooters. Seeing this 
miracle the Zamindar Uddanda Roy and his servants felt an awe. They held the straw in 
their teeth and fell at feet of Syamananda and Rasikananda. Uddanda Roy confessed his 
guilt and brought out 718 blankets of the murdered saints and Vaishnavas as the marks 
of his sin. 1147

) He also humbly prayed for their grace to pardon him. Samananda Pardoned 
and initiated him.(148l 

L-3 

According to guru's advice Rasikananda began preaching Vaishnavism. One day he 
with some disciples reached Banpur in Orissa. The Governor of Orissa was then 
Ahamadi Beg. Seeing them he was angry and at the same time he wanted to test his 
power. He called Rasikananda by a messenger. Rasikananda also got ready to comply 
with his invitation. But the local people and Hindu Zamindars opposed Rasikananda as 
they feared that the notorious and cruel Governor might harm him. 

Rasikananda was unperturbed. He set out at once with his followrs. A mad and wild 
elephant got in their way. This animal was a terror in that area. It had killed some people, 
broken many huts and dashed many people on the ground lifting them with its trunk. So, 
whenever any people saw it, they ran away in panic. But Rasikananda never ran away 
and faced it repeating the name of Krishna in his heart. The Governor and his people only 
eagerly waited to witness Rasik - elephant confrontation and Rasikananda's consequent 
death. But with full faith in Krishna and with his firm belief in God's existence in this wild 
animal, Rasikananda stood still in its way. 

145. Das, Krishna charan, .QJ2&it p.49 
146. .!.Qi.Q. p.50 
147 . .!.Q.!Q, p.42 

148. J.!;lli;!. 
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The elephant came trumpetting, but was calm and quiet before him. Rasikananda ut
tered the name of Krishna into its ear. From that time the elephant was totally changed 
and no longer harmed people in any way. Rasikananda named it Gopal Das. The change 
of the wild elephant made the people of that area spellbound and convince of his spiritual
ity. They shouted cheers in his name. The Governor was also astonished and charmed. 

L-4 
In the area of religion there happen some miracles which are inexplicable by reason. 

When some devotee has no other thinking except his or her adored god or g,)ddess, an 
invisible link is formed between the two and this communion is realised through dream or 
oracle. The Yogies take this dream as the dictate of their god. In the meditative lives of 
Syamananda and Rasik, such dreams, though unreal, have been, of course, actuated in 
reality. 

Here is an anecdote in Rasik's life. Once Sri Jagannath Dev appeared before his 
devotee Mudirath and said, "My favourite devotee is Rasiksekhar, I do like to see 
him."(149l On that very night, He directed the king in his dream to bring in Rasik by send
ing a messenger to him".(150l 

On hearing from Mudirath and obeying the dictate to himself, the king Gojapati 
Nrisinghadev sent two Bhramins with a netsari to Rasik. On the other hand, Rasik was 
sitting alone in the month of Jaistha, at Gopiballavpur after the observance of Danda 
Mahotsav, when he heard a heavenly voice ... 

"Soon come to see me.''(151 l 

At that time the two Brahmins of Puri reached there. They informed him of Jagannath's 
direct command to Mudirath and the King. They delivered the netsari to Rasik. At once 
Rasik got ready to set out for Puri with some of his disciples. 

At every spot where Rasik halted on his way to Puri, was held Sankirtana and people 
flocked there from surrounding places with their offerings of fruits, rice, vegetables etc. As 
a result, Mahotsavs were held there on small scales. Moreover, some people followed 
him. Thus moving on, they arrived at Muktapur in the district of Mayurbhanja. The inhabit
ants of this place did not provide them any accommodation. They had to spend the night 
under a tree. A terrible fire broke out in the village that night. Many dwellings and count
less household acticles turned into ashes. "Panic-sticken people said to one another that 
Rasik's wrath had caused this destruction. They soon fell down at his feet to appease 
him."(152l At Rasik's pleasure, the fire was soon extinguished. Then hundred of villagers 
became his disciples. Advancing further, Rasik reached Juipur. There they bathed in the 
Vaitarani and saw the Varaha at the Aswamedhaghat. They sang the Kirtana there. The 
river was in spate then. Some passengers were crossing the river in a ferry boat. Among 
them were Rasik and some of his disciples. The boat was tottering in swift current and 
huge waves. It was about to sink. Then the passengers said with great fear "0 son of 
Acyuta, save us. We have no other saviour than you. Save us in this grave danger."(153l 

Rasik told them to repeat the name of Hari in their hearts. The boat capsized and all fell 
in water. But by dint of Rasik's spiritual power, there was only knee-deep water in the 
deep river and all stood in the midst of river. 

149. RM, Uttar Bibhag. 7th Lahari, p.147 
150. J.QjQ. 
1 51 l.Q.[Q. 
152. J.tm. 8th Lahari, p.148 
1 53. !.QlQ, 9th Lahari, p.150 
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They all spoke in a voice - "Rasik has appeared to save people from the clutches of 

vicious Krul. He has saved us all in this very deep river."(154l Thus many impediments in 
the way delayed Rasik's arrival at Puri. Rasik continued to move on though his feet were 
hurt and bleeding. Tired of long walking and, hence, exhausted, Rasik reached Tulasi

chaura of Orissa on the Rathyatra Day. But the chariot became immovable at Baligandi 
where the chariot starts from. The king along with his courtiers and subjects tried utmost 

to move it. At last the horses and elephants were engaged to pull the chariot, hut in vain. 
Now Jagananth ordered his Mudirath "Rasik Murari, my loving devotee, has so far 
reached Tulasi-chaiura. He will come and see the chariot. Then it will move. Give up at
tempt to push it now."(155l 

Hearing the divine command through Mudirath, the King, Mudirath, courtiers and other 
people started for Tulasi Choura. Rasik, too having heard of King's coming to 

Tulasichoura, advanced faster. Both the parties met at Atharanala at the entrance of Puri. 

The King at once fell down at his feet. Rasik also treated him with great love and kind

ness. Rasik pushed the chariot with his head and the chariot moved fast. Rasik and his 

companions walked on in front of the chariot, dancing and singing kirtana. This incident 
reminds us of Chaitanya's dancing and singing kirtana with his disciples in front of the 

chariot during the pulling ceremony. 

L-5 

In 1638 A.D., Saha Suja, the Nawab of Bengal, heard that there was a Vaishnava 

Mahanta named Rasik who could tame a wild elephant by pronouncing the name of Hari 

into its ears. The Nawab wanted to test his spiritual power. He said, "He should give me 

this proof that ten or twenty elephants of the forest will come to him at his command. If 

this is done, I shall consider him gifted with divine power."(156l Then he sent a Khoja (im

becile) to Rasik with this information. Hearing this Rasik ordered Gopal Das (the 
elephant) to bring in other elephants. As he came with fourteen others, Rasik sent them 
to the Nawab. 

Seeing this, the Muslims believed that Rasik was a god. (1571 

L-6 

One day Rasik was going to Sukpal village through Barahabhumi with his followers, 
but they missed the way and entered into a deep forest. Suddenly they saw the two 
tigers standing in their way. His followers were very afraid. But Rasik said in front of the 
tigers, 

"0 two tigers, listen to me, 

Give up wickedness and worship Krishna" .(158l 

Then Rasik placed his hand on their heads and pronounced the word Hari into their 
ears. They at once rolled down at his feet in great joy. Rasikananda believed in the pres

ence of Krishna in the ferocious animals and tried to awaken their divine consciousness. 

Perhaps he succeeded in it. 

1 54. J.tlli!. 
155. !bi.Q, 1Oth Lahari, p.152 
156. !Qkt, 11th Lahari, p.154 
157. l.Qi.Q, p.155 
158. l.Qig. 
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L-7 

There was a very powerful and wicked zamindar at Nagpur. He often indulged in rob

bery and murder. He was a terror in that area. Seeing Rasikananda with his followers and 

goods, he ordered his men to rob and kill Rasikananda with his followers. The followers 

of Zamindar now besieged them. Rasikananda understood their intention and told his fol

lowers to sing the name of Hari aloud. On that time, four spirits entered into the 

Zamindar's house and catching hold of his hair beat him mercilessly. Then they said to 

him, "0 culprit! you are trying to kill a man who has delivered many lower caste and 
wretched people by offering them the name of Hari and kindling the love and devotion in 

their hearts. Now submit to his feet. For this reason we spare your life."(159 l Then the 

Zamindar came and fell down at his feet and prayed for his favour. Rasikananda lifted and 

embraced him. 

L-8 

One day Rasikananda reached Sekharbhum.(160l The king there received him with 

great devotion. The king informed him that his people were suffering from food scarcity on 

account of draught. Rasikananda told him to make arrangement for Sankirtana and 

Mahotsav. The king did so. Many saintly persons, hermits and Brahmins took part in it. By 

virtue of his miraculous power, they sky was overcast with clouds in the month of Magha. 

"It rained for twelve hours in the month of Magha. (161 l The king and his subjects gave vent 

to shouts of joy in Rasikananda's name. 

159. !..QiQ, 12th Lahari, p.157. 
160. Sukumar Sen's hypothesis in Bangala Sahityer ltihas, Vol. 1, Part II, pp. 32-33 
161. RM, Uttar Bibhag, 13th Lahari, p.159. 
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A List of the Disciples ofRasikananda 

1. Acrur (RM, Pascima, 14 P. 126) 

2. Agat, (RM, Pascima, 14, 127) 

3. Ahmad Beg, Subahdar of Orissa (RM, Pascima, 7, P. 1 06) 

4. Bansi, Dharenda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

5. Banamali (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

6. Baman (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

7. Bahuballinda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

8. Benod Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

9. Brajamohan (Brahmin) (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

10. Bhakta Das (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

11. Bhagaban (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

12. Bhima, tyrannical Bhuiyans of Dharenda, (RM, Daksina, 5, P. 65) 

13. Bhudhar, (RM, Pascima, 14 P. 126) 

14. Candrabhanu, King of Moyna (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

15. Candrasekhar (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

16. Chitrasen (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

17. Chintamani Das (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

18. Chintamani Behari, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

19. Chatta Roy, at Rajgarh (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

20 Dayal, (RM. Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

21 Deen Syamdas, son of Ramdas at Srijang, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 125) 

22. Dubey, a Brahmin, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

23. Daitari, son of Rasikananda's brother (RM, Pascima 14, P. 127) 

24. Draupadi, mother of Deen Syamadas (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 125) 

25. Dwarakananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

26. Dvija Gopal, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

27. Dvija Gopinath, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

28. Dvija Gopimohan (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

29. Dvija Govinda Das (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

30. Dvija Govinda Bhattacharya, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

31. Dvija Jivadas, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

32. Dvija Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

33. Dvija Muralidas, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

34. Dvija Yadunath, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

35. Dvija Radhaballav, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

PT.O. 
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A list of the Disciples of Rasikananda Contd. ... 

36. Dvija Radhamohan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 127) 

37. Dvija Ramkrishna Das (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 125) 

38. Dvija Syamsundar, a Brahmin, {RM, Pascima, 14, P 127) 

39. Dvija Sundar Roy, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

40. Gangadas, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

41. Gajendra, {RM, Pascima, 14, P 127) 

42. Gokul Oas at Kendughuri, {RM, Pascima, 14, P 126) 

43. Golulananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

44. Gopal, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

45. Gopal Acharya, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

46. Gopal Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

47. Gopalbhanja Roy, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

48. Gopal Bhunia, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

49. Gopinjanaballav, the biographer of Rasikananda, took part in Rasa festival at 
Gopiballavpur, (RM, Pascima, 2, P. 97) 

50. Gopinath, (RM, Pascima, 4, P. 63) 

51. Gopinath Das Pattanayak, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

52. Gopimohan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

53. Govinda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

54 Govinda Das, Ghatshila, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

55. Govinda Das, Gopiballavpur, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 25) 

56. Govinda Bhanja, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

57. Gourgopal, took part in Rasayatra at Gopiballavpur, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

58. Ghanasyam Oas, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

59. Hari, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

60. Harikeshab, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 127) 

61 Harichandan, obtaining the title 'Mangaraj', (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

62. Harinarayana, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

63. Jagannath, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

64. Jagu, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 127) 

65. Joydev Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

66. Jiva Das, (GVA, Part-3, P. 1249) 

67. Jivan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

68. Kanu, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 128) 

69. Kalandi, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

70. Kalandi Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 125) 

71. Kalandi, Brahmin, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 
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A list of the Disciples of Rasikananda Contd .... 

72. Kishore, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

73. Kishoranandadev Goswami, (GVA, Part-3, P. 1174) 

74. Kasinath Nandan, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 125) 

75. Krishna, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

76. Krishnagati, the second son of Rasikananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 124) 

77. Krishnacharan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

78. Krishnadas Bhunia, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

79. Krishnabhakta Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

80. Krishnaram, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

81. Krishnananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

82. Krishnananda, (RM, pascima, 14, P. 127} 

83. Krishnananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

84. Krishnananda Bhunia, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

85. Keshabanai, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

86. Laichan, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

87. Manaraj, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

88. Madhusudan, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

89. Manohar, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

90. Manohar, (RM, Pascima, 14. P. 128} 

91. Manohar, (RM, Pascima, 14. P. 127) 

92. Madhab, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

93. Madhab Roy, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 
·-. 

94. Madho, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

95. Mithi Bhanja, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

96. Mukunda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

97. Mohan Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

98. Mohanananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

99. Nandan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

1 00. Narayan Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

101. Niranjan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

102. Nilsyama Das, (RM,.Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

1 03. Nilambar, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

104. Paramananda, a Brahmin, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

105. Paramananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

1 06. Paramananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

1 07. Paramananda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

108. Premankur Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

PTO. 
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A list of the Disciples of Rasikananda Contd .... 

109. Rautra, Rajgarh, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 126) 

110. Raja Mitra, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 126) 

111. Radhakrishna, a Brahmin, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

112. Ramchandra, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

113. Radhakrishna Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128} 

114. Radhagovinda, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126} 

115. Radhacharan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 128} 

116. Radhamadhab, (RM, Pascima, 14, P.127) 

117. Radhamohan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

118. Radhamohan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 128) 

119. Radhaballav, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

120. Radhaballav Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

121. Radhabenod, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128} 

122. Radhabenod Das, ( RM, Pascima, 14, P 126} 

123. Ramkrishna. (RM, Pascima, 7, P. 106) 

124. Ramchandra, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 127) 

125. Ramdas, at Srijangh, Midnapore, father of Dinsyam Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

126. Ramdas, another desciple, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

127. Ramdas, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

128. Sankar, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 128) 

129. Syam, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

130. Syam Kishore, {RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

131. Syamkishore, anotherdesciple, (RM, Pascima, 14, P.127) 

132. Syamgopal Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 125) 

133. Syamdas, son of Rasikananda's brother, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 127) 

134. Syamdas, (Six desciples in this name, RM, Pascima, 14, P 127, 128) 

135. Syamdas Mohan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

136. Syam Bhanja, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 128) 

137. Syammanohar Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

138. Syammohan, Son of Rasikananda's brother, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

139. Syammohan Das, (four desciples in the same name, RM, Pascima, 14, PP.127, 128) 

140. Syamrasik Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

141. Syamsundar, son of Rasikananda's brother, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

142. Syamsundar, (four desciples in the same name, RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

143. Syamsundar Tarkalankar Bhattacharya, (RM, Pascima, 14, P 126) 

144. Srikar, the tyrannical Zamindar of Dharenda, (RM, Daksina, 4, P. 63) 

145. Srichandan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

PTO. 
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A list of the Disciples of Rasikananda Contd .... 

146. Sricharan, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

147. Sripati, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

148. Sriram, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

149. Sadasiva Pattanayak, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

150. Tulsi Dasi, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

151. Telai, (RM, Pascima, 14, P.128) 

152. Udasin, (RM, pascima, 14, P. 127) 

153. Udhab, (two desciples in the same name, RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

154. Vrindabana, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

155. Vrindabana Kishore, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

156. Vrindabana Das, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

157. Vaikuntha Das, in Hijli Mandai, Contai, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

158. Vishnudas, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

159. Virbar Deu, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

160. Virbar Deu, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 

161. Vaidyanath Maharaja, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 126) 

162. Vaidnath Vhanja, (the ruler of Mayurbhanja, RM, Daksina, 12, P. 79) 

163. Vali, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 127) 

164. Valak. took part in Ras festival at Gopiballavpur, (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 128) 
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Their Impact 
Before assessing the contributions of Syamananda and Rasikananda to make neo

Vaishnavism a mass movement in major part of the Midnapore district, we should take into 

consideration the periods of their works against the Geo-political and Socio-economic conditions 

of the period. 

Syamananda and Rasikananda passed away in 1630 A.D. and in 1653 A.D. respectively. We 

have already discussed that the last half of the 16th century was a very turbulent period of politi

cal rivalry between the Afghan and the Mughals to possess Subah Orissa, including Midnapore. 

Afghan gave trouble till 1611 A.D. The tranquillity of the district was again disturbed in 1622 A.D. 

when Prince Khurram (later Sahajahan) revolted against his father. During this strife-storm period 

the central administration almost broke down and the local chiefs and landlords became very 

much oppressive perhaps for three or four decades till the Mughal Governor was able to enforce 

law and order. 

We have already mentioned that in this period the western and soutwestern part of the 

Midnapore district were full of jungle and forest and the inhabitants were mostly savage tribals 

people like Kol, Vii, Mahato, Bauri, Bagdi, Savara, Dom, Lodha, Mouli etc. who mainly subsisted on 

hunting, stealing and robbing. They mainly worshipped the goddess Kali and sacrified animals and 

sometimes human beings on the altar. The tribal chiefs and landlords who governed them were 

chiefly dacoits and robbers. Their misrule and exploitation made these tribals violent and virulent. 

Rasikmangal describes the social life of that time in the following way - "Both the king and 

their subjects are wicked. They feed on meat and wine. They drive away Brahmins and 

Vaishnavas from their places. Thus Orissa (including Midnapore) has been steeped in sin."(162
' 

Syamananda and Rasikananda had, to their credit, transformed such cruel and violent people with 

their preaching of love and tolerance. As a result they shook off their cruelty to some extent and 

a change for the better was noticed in their way of life. They started Radha-Krishna and 

Mahaprabhu worship. After the demise his guru Syamananda, Rasikananda continued his preach

ing for long time. So Rasikananda advanced more in the path paved by Syamanandn and made 
more disciples. 

Some Traits of their Preachings 
Among salient features of their preachings the most important one was that they did not ad

here to the strict principles of the religious practices of Vaishnavism as advocated by the Sada 

Gosvamins of Vrindavana, but followed the egalitarian view of Lord Chaitanya. They did not abide 
by the caste barriers. 

They brought not only the lower caste and tribal people into the fold of neo-Vaishnavism, but 

they made many powerful Hindu and Muslim landlords and administrators their disciples. 

Syamananda initiated Sher Khan, the Pathan Governor, and Rasikananda Ahmad Beg, nephew of 

Ibrahim Beg, Subahdar of Orissa.(163l Because of this reason, the Muslims who belonged to the 

ruling class did not oppose their preachings. Rather the conversion of such influential persons 

was very favourable for their propagation among the rank and file. So it helped the.m make 

Vaishnavism a mass movement to a great extent. 

162. RM, Purba Bibhag, Third Lahari. p.12 
163. Chakraborty, R.K, Vaishnavism of Bengal, pp. 248-249. 
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Another feature of their preachings was that besides converting people they set up Radha
Krishna temples in this district and made provision for the daily worship of the deities and the 

assembly of the devotees in such temples to have lasting influence on the people. The expenses 
of temple construction, maintenance and daily religious activities were borne by their disciples and 

many landlords who liberally donated cash and landed property to the temples. It appears that 

these landlords and governors were also benefited by the conversion of the people who because 

partly timid and submissive and gave up some of their cruelty and violence. 

Though we have mentioned earlier that some villages of Midnapore were the Vaishnava cen

tres of the Syamanandi movement, here is given a list(164l to get a full picture of the activities of 

two preachers at a glance. 

1. Alamganja (RM, Daksina, 11, PP. 87-89) 

2. Balarampur (RM, Daksina, 9, PP. 83-84) 

3. Bagdi (GVA, 2, P. 1943) 

4. Badakola (RM, Daksina, 10, PP. 84-87) 

5. Badagrama (GVA, 2, P. 1945) 

6. Banpur (RM, Pascima, 9, PP 126-27) 

7. Basantapur (AM, Daksina, 10, P. 84) 

8. Bhanjabhum-Rajgarh. The capital of Vaidyanatha Bhanja. (RM, Daksina, 12, P. 89-92) 

9. Bhograi (W.W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, 3, P. 18) 

10. Cakuliya (RM, Daksina, 1. PP. 62-65) 

11. Dharenda Bahadurpur (GVA, 2, P. 1890) 

12. Fatepur (GVA, 2, P. 1890} 

i 3. Gopiballavpur ( RM, 1-3, PP. 1 05-112) 

i 4. Ghatsila (GVA, 2, P. 1866) 

15. Hariharapur. The native village of Syamadasa, author of Govindamangala (Ibid. P. 1979) 

16. Hijli (Ibid, P 1981) 

17. Jhatiada (RM, Daksina, 12, PP. 89-90) 

18. Kasipur. A Vaishnava settlement made Rasikmurari's brother Kasinath Oasa (RM, Daksina, 3, 
P. 68) 

19. Kesiadi (AM, Daksina, 12, PP. 89-90) 

20. Keonjhar. Once a native state in Orissa (RM, Pascima, 14, PP. 139 f.) 

21. Mayna. Once an important centre of the Nath-Siddha Cult. (RM, Pascima, 14, P. 143) 

22. Mayurbhanja (GVA, 2, P. 1922) 

23. Muktapur (RM, Uttara, 8, P. 116) 

24. Nrisinghapur (GVA, 2, P. 1900) 

25. Rayani (RM, Purva, 3, PP. 13-16) 

26. Raghunathbati (GVA, 2, P. 1934) 

27. Ranihati (Ibid) 

28. Remuna in Balasore, Orissa (Ibid, P. 1941) 

29. Syamsundarpur (Ibid, P. 1967) 

164. For this list we are indebted to Prof. R. K. Chakraborty. See Vaishnavism of Bengal, pp.249-250 
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The observance of Vaishnava festivals was certainly a great means to popularise 

Vaishnavism among the masses. Therefore, Syamananda and Rasikananda frequently encouraged 

to observe Mahotsav, Dolyatra, Rathayatra, Rasayatra etc. enthusiastically in the temple premises 

founded by them or by their disciples. 

In every such festival, the local people - the poor and rich alike-contributed their mite to make 

it a success and thereby they were much more drawn to Vaishnavism. 

Both the preachers were non-Brahmins and married preceptors. They followed the principles 

of Lord Chaitanya to consider no caste distinction in their preaching. So they were able to convert 

many householders, traders, etc. irrespective of caste and status into their simplified Vaishnavism. 

Prof. R.K. Chakraborty says in this context that "so many people embraced Vaishnavism that a 

definite caste of the Vaishnava evolved in Midnapore". (165l According to the census of 1879 there 
were 19, 178 Vaishnavas in Midnapore district. (16S) Towards the end of the nineteenth century and 

the beginning of the twentieth, Midnapore had nearly 1,00,000 Syamanandi Vaishnavas.(1s?) 

Certainly Syamananda and Rasikananda could not have directly initiated the huge numbers; it 

was their disciples and disciples' disciples who had the credit of this conversion. The notable point 

is that though Syamananda and Rasikananda were non-Brahmins, they had to their credit many 

Brahmin disciples. Perhaps this was one of the reasons of facing no opposition from the Brah

mins in their preaching. We find in Premvilasa the names of 31 distingushed disciples of 

Syamananda and in Rasikmangala the names of 203 notable disciples of Rasikananda. Two lists 

furnishing names of Syamananda's 66 disciples and Rasikananda's 164 disciples have been 

already quoted earlier in this chapter. Somehow, they had very few learned and gifted disciples 

who had produced some literary works of merit. Hence it is evident that they put emphasis on 

quantity rather than quality. 

Though the worship of deities (most of Non-Aryan origion) like Siva, Kali, Dharmathakur, 

Sitala, Chandi, Manasa etc. was much is vogue in the district during the Syamanandi movement 

and there were also other Vaishnavas of Nityananda Sect, and Ramadasa Abhirama at Garbeta 

and Ghatal. Syamananda and Rasikananda never entered into the slightest conflict and confron

tation with their religious practices and peacefully co-existed with them, thereby ultimately exercis

ing their greater influence on the people. Even Rasikananda and his successors were accepted 

as the leaders of other Vaishnava sects. (168l 

Therefore, a synthesis of different religious groups was effected through the mutual tolerance 

for one another and this is noticed in Sivayana Kavya of Rameswar Chakraborty. Even the Mus

lim Fakir preached the single identity of Rama and Rahim in this district.(169 l On account of 

Syamananda movement a Kirtana of new gharana known as 'Reneti' Kirtana evolved in 

165. Chbakraborty, R.K., Vaishnavism in Bengal, p.252. 
166. Hunter, A Statistical Account of Bengal, 3, p.51. 
167. This number is stated in the advertisement attached to the first printed edition of RM published by Saradaprasad 

Mitra of Tamluk. But the date of Publication is not mentioned. It is quoted from R.K. Chakraborty's Vaishnavism 
in Bengal. 

168. Sengupta, Kanti Prasanna, Ruchira (Bengali journal} p.98. 
169. Bamesvara Bacanavali, (Ed.) Panchanan Chakraborty, p.43 and quoted from Vaishnavism in Bengal of R.K. 

Chakraborty. 
"fakir balen tera jati nahi jabe 
rama rahim e samsare ekai janibe. 
fakir balen tumi muda duti cokha 
radha-krishna dui rupa dekhibe pratyaksha." 
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Midnapore and became very popular. Its chief exponent was Beni Oas.(Ho) Vaishnavism gradually 
began to influence and mould the culture of the tribal people in Midnapur. "The Vaishnava theme 
of love and the separation of lovers is an ingredient of such tribal songs as Nacni Saila, (a tribal 
kirtana) Khyapar Dhuya (meaning, Burthem of the Mad), and Dehatattva Jhumur."! 171

\ Therefore, 
the legends of Radha and Krishna and also Sri Chaitanya inspired the tribal people to a great ex
tent. 

From above account of these two Vaishnava preachers of importance one can easily find that 
they had powerful contributions in the religious and the social life of the district not only in the 17th 
century but in the later period too. 

170. Sajjanatosani, Vol. 6, (1894) p.25. 
171. Chakraborty, R.K., ~. p.253. 
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The Descendants of Rasikananda to the Mahantaship of 
Sripat Gopiballavpur 

The hereditary Mahantaship of ~ Gopiballavpur began in 1652 A.D. with the ac

cession of Sri Radhananda Dev Gosvamin, the eldest son of Rasikananda, who was 
nominated by Syamananda himself, to the Gadiswar Mahantaship. 

. 1 . . . 
Radhananda Dev Gosvamin (1616-1685 A.D.) was the initiated disciple of Sri 
Syamananda. In his youth. He became a learned scholar of the Vaishnava scriptures and 
proficient in music. His writing Radhagoyinda Kavyam and some melodious lyrics bear 
ample proof of his vast scholarship and deeply devotional character. Sri Syamanandan 
Rasarnav Kavya has mentioned Sri Radhananda Gosvamin's spiritual power. Once 
Radhananda plucked a cucumber from a plant. His father Rasikananda did not find it in 
the creeper for the worship of the deities and was very displeased. When he asked 

Radhananda about it, he replied that the cucumber had remained in the plant. They all 

went and saw that the cucumber has been hanging from the plant. 

"sri radhananda balak krirate. 

knakuri chhniraya lagaila sakshate." 

(The boy Radhananda by way of sport again joined the detached cucumber to the 
plant). 

Radhananda Dev Gosvamin cultivated good relations with his disciples. He was the 

Mahanta of Sripat Gopiballavpur for long 55 years and passed away at the age of 69 
1n 1685. 

His another brother was appointed the Mahanta of Syamsundarpur Sripat (near 
Ghatsila in Bihar district). 

. 2 . . . 
Atter Radhananda's demise his eldest son Sri Nayanananda Dev Gosvam1n suc-

ceeded to the Mahantaship. His youngest son Sri Rasananda worked as worshipper pnesr 

of Gokulananda Jiu temple at Thuria. In Syamananda Prakash Srikrishna Das has nar

rated a wonderful tale about Nayanananda. The story runs thus : 

There was a centre of the Sresampraday Vaishnavas at Joypur in Rajputana. Sri 

Suryananda was the Mahanta there. Once he intended to go out on a travel after handing 
over the charge of the ~ to his disciple Raghu Das. As Raghu Das expressed his in

ability, angry Surjananda cursed him to be attacked with leprosy. Raghu at once fell down 
at his feet and begged pardon of him. Then Surjananda was appeased and he assured 

him that Raghu would be acquitted of this curse after seeing him when he would be re
born with the same sword sign on his back. Thereafter Surjananda went out on a pilgrim

age and in course of his travel reached Sripat Gopiballavpur with 14 thousand Naga 

(naked) hermits. At that time Sri Syamananda and Rasikananda were present there 

Surjananda was very much satisfied with their hospitality and prayed to Syamananda to 

grant him a boon that he might be reborn in the Mahanta family of Gopiballavpur. 
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Syamananda granted it and added that he would be reborn as the son of Radhananda 
with the same sword sign on his back as proof. Then Suryananda died at Puri and 
Nayanananda was born to Radhananda. Seeing the same sword sign on his back, every
body believed that the boon of Syamananda had come true. 

After some time Raghu Das came to Gopiballavpur and saw Nayanananda and 
recognised him as his guru with the same sword mark. 

The miraculous event can not be ascertained by history. But it is evident that this fact 
or fiction set up sweet relation between Gopiballavpur and Joypur. Even, today, the 
Lakshminarayan Sinha .s..il.9_ which was left by Suryananda at Gopiballavpur, has been be
ing worshipped at Gopiballavpur. Even Srimad Baladev Vidyabhusan belonging to Gaudiya 
Sect went to Joypur from Gopiballavpur and became the court Pandit there. 15 lyrics of 
Sankirtana, composed by Nayanananda in Bengali, Oriya and Maithili, have also been 
found. He was initiated by Rasikananda, his grand father. His tombs still remain at 
Gopiballavpur and Moynagarh. He died in 1710 leaving his three sons Sri Brajajanananda, 
Vrindabanananda and Utsavananda. 

: 3 . 

After Nayanananda's death his eldest son Sri Brajajanananda Dev Gosvamin was of
fered the Mahantaship in 1710 A.D. as a rule. He was initiated by Sri Krishnagati Dev 
Gosvamin (brother of Radhananda Dev Gosvamin) of Syamsundarpur Sripat. We have 16 
lyrics of Sankirtana written by him. He also composed Sri Sri Radhamadhabastar.-it was 
said that he went to Vrindavana and removed the long drought there. He pleased the 
people there with his devotional love. He brought from there Gobardhana Sila and the 
marble bathing pot for Radhagovinda Jiu. 

He obtained from Mallabhum King Sri Raghunath Singdeo by an endowment deed a 
devottar land of Pargana Sahapur and Mouza Sahajadpur for conducting the worship of 
Sri Govinda Jiu. He died in 1713 prematurely and was succeeded by his eldest son 
Bichitrananda. His tomb has remained at Sripat Gopiballavpur. 

. 4 . . . 

After the death of Sri Brajajanananda his eldest son Sri Bichitrananda Dev Gosvamin 
was appointed the Mahanta of Sripat Gopiballavpur in 1713 A.D. He set up the great ideal 
of worshipping. During his time, the Bengal Nawab Sujauddin Khan under the direction of 
the then Mughal Emperor Muhammud Saha issued a Sunnud to the Fouzdar (Governor) 
and the Kanungos of Bengal and Orissa in favour of the Mahanta of Gopiballavpur. It 
was stated in the sunnud that the Mahanta Gosvamin would be paid 'one ganda money' 
for every kahan Government revenue in order to enable him to carry on the welfare 
works<172 l (such as offering· of fooding, clothing, etc. to the poor and destitute and 
Vaishnavas and guests). In another sunnud the same Nawab directed his officers that 
they should always keep a careful vigilance on the mischievous landlords so that they 
could not trouble the Mhantas in their worships and preachings(1 73l. In exchange of this 
benevolence, the Nawab prayed for the blessing of the Mahantas. Six lyrics of kirtana 

172. R.M. -Introduction. pp.1-11 

173. !QiQ. 
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which was composed by Sri Bichitrananda have been found. He was sonless and passed 
away in 1733 A.D. 

. 5 . . . 
As Bichitrananda had no sons, his youngest brother Sri Govindananda Dev Gosvamin 

obtained the Mahantaship of Sripat Gopiballavpur. But he also died sonless within a short 
time. His tomb remains at .5J:.i.Q.ru Gopiballavpur . 

. 6 . . . 
After the premature death of Sri Govindananda within a year of his accession, the 

second son of late Nayanananda, Vrindavanananda Dev Gosvamin became the Mahanta 
of Sripat Gopiballavpur in 1733 A.D. His succession was an exception to the law of pri
mogeniture hitherto followed in the Gosvamin family. His succession was confirmed by a 
farman from the Mughal Emperor Muhammad Shah of Delhi. In this farman, the Emperor 
directed the landlords, Adhikaries, Croris, Chaudhuris and Kanungos of Bengal and 
Orissa to pay the Mahanta the 'Ganda' which had been settled previously. This farman 
has been preserved in the Gosvamin family. Sri Utsavananda, his younger brother, having 
lodged a complaint challenging Sri Vrindavanananda's succession to the Mahantaship to 
the Delhi Court, the then Governor of Bengal Safarrag Khan (dated 15th Julus, 7 Alwal 
corresponding to 1733 A.D.) turned down the claim of the youngest and upheld Sri 
Vrindavananda's possession of Taluk<174l. Being annoyed at this decree, Sri Utsavananda 
left this place. This shows that the Gosvamin family of Gopiballavpur was in the dispute 
of maintaining their zamindari by diverting themselves from religious and spiritual activi
ties. In 1748 A.D. he died leaving his two sons Sri Vaishnavananda and Subalananda. 

: 7 . 

Sri Vrindavananda having died, his eldest son Sri Vaishnavananda succeeded to the 
Mahantaship of Sripat Gopiballavpur. The Governor of Orissa, Mubarizul Mulk Mainud
daulah Sayed Muhammad ordered the Zamindars and Adhikaries of Bengal and Orissa to 
pay the income of the property, Pasara and Ganda as usual to none but Mahanta 
Vaishnavananda<175l. The Mughal Emperor, Badshah Ahmad Shah Gazi Sujaulmulk (1748-
54) also issued the same Sanad in his favour in 1752 A.D.<176l In Amliera 1175/5 Sawar 
corresponding to 1769 A.D. Vaishnavananda Dev Gosvamin got permission froil1 Pargana 
of Karkun Bahadur to collect customary religious toll" as 
proposed by the Kanungos from Chakla Midnapore, Thana - Jahanpur, Paragana -
Nayabasan, Kasba Gopiballavpur for the welfare services and 'dev-seva·<m). These 
sanads indicate that the said Mahanta had tremendous influence on the Delhi Court. 
Besides these, many Zamindars (land lords) and kings donated much landed property to 
the Radha Govinda Jiu temple to facilitate the worship and the service to the Vaishnavas. 
His younger brother Subalananda having tried to intrude on some Devottar land in B.S. 

17 4. J.Ql.Q. 

1 7 5. J.Ql.Q. 

176. J..blsi. 
177. Das, Bishnupada Some Aspects of Socio-Economic changes in South Western Frontier Bengal ::;ince 

Introduction of Neo-Vaishnavism. p.131. 

[ 84] 



1167, the Governor of Orissa declared his action illegal. He was initiated by Sri 

Brajajanananda. The Sankirtana lyrics as composed by him show his vast scholarship. He 

breathed his last in 1783 A.D., leaving his two sons Gokulananda and Netrananda Dev. 

. 8 . . . 
Gokulananda succeeded to Mahantaship in 1783 A.D. He got a permit from the then 

Governor of Orissa Sri Rajaram Pandit in 1786 A.D. to visit Puridham without paying any 
pilgrim tax and also allowing him to take one official to escort him. This shows that the 
Maratha rulers held the Gopiballavpur Mahanta in high esteem on account of their great 
influence over the people. This permit along with a semi-official letter written in Oriya and 
Marathi has been preserved in the Mahanta family. Gokulananda also obtained much 

landed property from Zamindars and land owners to meet the expenses of Deva-seva. 
Jagadananda Bahubalinda, Zamindar of Moyna Chore pargana bequeathed a land of hun
dred forty six bighas by a gift deed written in Oriya after declaring the same land as 

devottar for Radha Govinda worship. It is also found with District Kanungo, Rajnarayan. It 
is seen that Sri Gokulananda was in possession of 124 bighas and 4 Khata at village 
Paramanandapur and Manoharpur under Majkur Pargana. This land was made rent free by 
a sanad No. 12446 dated 29th August, 1784 A.D.(178l He was also donated a land of hun
dred two acre and two khatha of Mouza Soutia and Kanamali of Baraichare Pargana by 
Sri Bansilal Chaudhury, the Zamindar of Chakla Joleswar and given the right to possess 
it as devottar property. (179l This shows that the tradition of obtaining devottar land from pa
trons and devotees remained the same and turned the Gopiballavpur Mahantas into big 
zamindars with the possession of vast landed property. In spite of that they were deeply 
religious and spent much time in sadhan-bhajan and Sankirtana. Gokulananda also com
posed four sankirtana lyrics. He was survived by his only son Tribikrarnananda . 

. 9 . . . 

Tribikramananda became the Mahanta in 1799 A.D. when the British Rule was well-es
tablished in the province of Bengal. The East India Company recognised the influence of 

Gopiballavpur Mahantas over the local kings, Zamindars and people in the frontier Bengal 

and Orissa and tried to maintain a cordial relation with them. It is evident from a letter of 

Mr. Strachey, District Magistrate of Midnapore under the direction of Governor General of 
India, Wellesly to Mahanta Tribikramananda. In this letter the company requested him to 
mediate in the succession dispute between Queen Dowager Rani Sumitra Dei of Late 
Damodar Bhanj and his adopted son Bikram Bhanj Dei; and to prevent the Prince from 

joining the Maratha during the Second Anglo-Maratha war in Orissa. This official letter was 
written on 23rd September in 1803(180l. From this historical fact we can safel~' infer that 

Mabanta Tribikramananda possessed great power and position even to compel the British 
Ruler to ask his help during the second Anglo-Maratha War. Tribikramananda was well

versed in Vaishnava theology and had written 14 Padavalies in Oriya, Bengali and Maithili 

languages. He also composed "Sri Vrindavanapada Kalpataru" in Oriya and translated into 

1 78. Das. Bishnupada, Article : Srichaitanyattar Yaishnava Dharma. 0 Sripat Gopiballavpur published in 
Medin ipur-ltihas-0-Sanskritir Bibartan, p.389. 

1 79 .!.Ql.Q. \ 

180. Das, Bishnupada; Op.cit. pp. 93, 129. 
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Oriya "Shyamananda Satakam" of Rasikananda. His eldest son Sri Madhusudanananda 
Dev died at a tender age of 22 during his life time. Sri Tribikramananda died later in 1827 
A.D. 

: 10 : 

Tribikramananda's eldest son having died before him his youngest son 
Ramkrishnananda Dev Gosvamin succeeded to the Mahantaship after his death in 1827 
A.D. He obtained sanad again from the East India Company about the possession right of 
the Deyottar landed property. The company also confirmed his succession. But it brought 
the Devottar rent free land under regular revenue assessment and compelled the Mahanta 
to pay rent to the Government. The Mahanta considered it as an assault on the traditional 

privilege of the family. He filed a civil suit in the District Civil Court and lost it. This was a 
turning point in the religious history of Gopiballavpur Mahanta family and it compelled 

them to pay more attention to their landed property than to religious and spiritual affairs. 

Sri Ramkrishnanda also got mouza Kulipasi under Bankipith from the Maharaja 
Jadunath Bhanj Dei of Mayurbhanj in 1860s for christening the eldest prince. But he also 
became the caretaker of Tamluk Mahaprabhu Temple by a charter of Sri Charan Das, the 
then possessor of the temple. He received the temple and its landed property through a 
deed of gift executed in 1850s. From then on the worship of the Mahaprabhu temple at 
Tamluk has been being conducted and organised under the direction of Gopiballavpui 

Mahanta family. He passed away in 1863 A.D. 

He had a son named Viswamvharananda Dev Gosvamin by his second wife. The child 

showed his incredible merit and intellect from his tender age. He obtained great scholar
ship in Vaishnava scriptures and philosophy. In a religious conference held at Balighai of 
this district on 22nd Bhadra, 1318 B.S. he established greatness of Vaishnavism by de
feating Smarta Pandit through his irrefutable arguments(181 ). He composed the famous 
book "Astjkya Darsan". He inspired and united the Gaudiya Vaishnavas by his tireless ef
fort in his 68 years' life. 

: 11 . 

After Ramkrishnananda's death, his grand son Sarbeswarananda, the son of his 

youngest son Sachhitananda (his first son died after six days and his second son also 
died after six years) who had died at the age of 22 in 1861 before his father got the 
Mahantaship at the age of only four in 1863 A.D. He was under the guardianship of 

Biswambharananda and then his mother Kanchana Devi. Some people tried to officially 
declare Viswamvharananda as the Mahanta of Sripat Gopiballavpur. Then Kanchana Devi 
applied to the Government of India to solve the problem. Her prayer was granted and she 

was appointed protector and guardian of her child. For the first time a dowager took the 
charge of temple administration of Sripat. Court case and family disputes weakened the 

importance of the Mahanta family and from then their influence began to decline. 

Somehow, Sarbeswarnanda was proficient in songs and music. His plying the flute 
charmed all the listeners. He was initiated by his mother Kanchana Devi. On his pilgrim-

181. R.M. Introduction. pp.1-11 
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age he reached Vrindavana and died there at the age of only 41 (1900 A.D.). His tomb 
was built in Vrindavana and fulQ..ru. He left two sons Sri Nandanandanananda and 
Sachinandanananda Dev Gosvamin. 

: 12 . 

Sri Nandanandanananda had the succession to the Mahantaship in 1900 A.D. at the 
age of 16. Owing to his tender age, his great grand mother Kumkuma Devi and Kanchana 
Devi conducted the religious activities in the temple and mahals as his guardians. He 
spent a good many days in the pilgrimage. At that time a dispute cropped up about the 
possession of the Devottar between Nandanandanananda and Biswambharananda. So the 
Gosvamin family ran into debt and the pomp and graudeur of the festivals gradually de
clined. But Nandanandanananda gradually repaid the debts and tried utmost to recover the 
past glory and prestige of the family. He put importance on Zamindari system. He ap
pointed Tahasildars and Dewans to collect revenues and succeeded in it. He repeatedly 
applied with arguments to the commission appointed by the Government for the census 
operations of 1901 and 1911 and requested to consider the Gosvamin family of 
Gopiballavpur as a high caste, next in position to that of the Brahmins.C1 82l Not only this. 
He devoted himself to religious activities and improved the conditions of more than a hun
dred small and big temples and won a great renown in the Gaudiya Vaishnava Commu
nity. He adorned the Radha Govinda Jiu temple with marble stones. He also repaired the 
graves of the late Gosvamins. 26 lyrics composed by him manifests his scholarship and 
devotion. He died at Baripada at the age of 64 in 1937 A.D. 

There are some stories about the spiritual powers of the Gosvamins of Gopiballavpur 
A miracle of Nandanandanananda appears to be worthy of mention in this connection. On 
account of his illness he was taken to Baripada town (Orissa) for proper treatment. A 
waiter accompanied him. He had to wash the Koupin of Mahanta. Once the waiter hesi
tated to wash it. Sensing his unwillingness Nandanandanananda said to him, "Now you 
are reluctant to clean my koupin but you will realise its power after my demise."'183l 

Then, after a few days, he passed away at Baripada. His dead body was brought to 
Gopiballavpur and cremated in the family necropolis. But it was a surprise that though his 
body was consigned to flame, his koupin was not burnt. Even the attempt to burn it sepa
rately also yielded no result. This koupin has still remained preserved in the grave temple. 

: 13 : 

Sri Govindagopalananda succeeded his father to the Mahantaship in 1937 A.D. He 
was initiated by his father. He felt no attraction for material attachment and devoted most 
of time in worships and religious activities. He wrote 12 verses of Sankirtana. While his 
father went out on pilgrimage or was confined to bed for his prolonged illness, he man
aged all the religious affairs. To preach Vaishnavism, he took care to publish 
Radhananda's "Sri Radha Govinda Kavyam" and Rasikananda's " Sri Sri Syamananda 
Satakam". He had no son and died in 1964. 

182. Das, Bishnupada, Op.cit. pp.95-96. 
The commission of enquiry was known as the Ashutosh Mukherjee commission, a Sub-judge of Tamluk 
Sub-Divisional Court in 1910. 

183. This reference is taken from Sri Sri Rasikmurari, a journal published from Sripat Gopiballavpur to co
memorate 400 birth anniversary of Sri Rasikananda, 1991, p. 28. 
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There is a story about his celestial power. Once the courtyard of Radha Govinda Jiu 

temple was inundated by a heavy flood of the Subarnarekha. Afraid of life, the villagers 

took shelter in the temple. Then Govindagopalananda reached the bank of the river and 

prayed in ardent heart. Within a moment the flood water receded and calamity was 

averted.C184> The truth of the incident can not be proved now. But it is possible by the 

spiritual power. 

. 14 : 

As Govindagopalananda had no heir, his younger brother Gopalagovindananda got the 
Mahantaship in 1964. During his time, most of Devottar property got vested with the West 

Bengal Government owing to the enactment of the Zamindari Abolition Act, in 1956. So 

the Mahanta fell in great difficulty in the matter of daily worship and observing various an
nual festivals in the temple. In-spite of that he carried on all the functions of the temple 

even at the cost of own family comfort. He re-published the book Rasikmangal. He pub

lished a magazine entitled Syamananda Patrika (first issued in 1379 B.S.) and did much 
towards preaching Vaishnavism. During his stay at Vrindavana, the ornaments of deities 

were stolen from the temple. Having got the news he came back to Gopiballavpur. Enter

ing the temple and looking at the deities, shorn of. ornaments, he was so griefstricken that 
he fainted. After a few days, he breathed his last in 1987 A.D. It shows his profound love 

and devotion to Sri Radha-Govinda Jiu. 

: 15 : 

After his father's demise in 1987, Krishnakeshabananda became the Mahanta of 

Gopiballavpur .G.aQi (seat). He is the eldest son. He is unmarried. He is now engaged in 

the religious activities of the temple. He has set up a good relation with the disciples. 

Rasikananda once arranged for the chanting of the name of Hari for continuou~ nine days 

at Navakunja. But no other Mahanta took such an endeavour. The existing Mahanta has 

been organising it. Though the pomp and grandeur of the temple activities are much on 

the wane, they have still remained intact. 

From our interview with him, it is evident that this Gadiswar Mahanta, a graduate of 

Midnapore college, leads a very plain life in-spite of his occupying a prestigious position 

of a prominent Vaishnava sect. He puts on a simple dress. He is a man of integrity and 

discipline. He spoke to us kindly and entertained us with noon-day meals of prasad. Be

cause of his good relation with the people, he has still some income from the hat (market) 

and other adjoining landed property of the temple. Though most of them are vested, we 

saw some people bringing the produce of their fields to the temple. He told us that he has 

some plans to repair the dilapidated kacharibari, tombs and other buildings. He is also try

ing to make a T.V. serial on the past glory of the late Mahantas (Syamananda and 

Rasikananda). He also takes part in the management and development of the local 

schools. In spite of these, he refused to furnish us with some information about the over

all yearly income and expenditure of the temple. 

184. 1..12l.Q.p.29 
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Before we conclude this chapter, an attempt is made here to mention tr:e co:-:t:'lb:;;:,:::: 

of some other Vaishnava saints who set up many Maths and temples tc-: (·C:~-;:,L:: :~.~ 

Vaishnavism in this district Section "A" deals with the deceased and section B with exist 

ing Vaishnava saints : 

Section - A 

Deceased Vaishnava Saints 

. 1 . . . 
Bhanja Adhikari (Contai) 

Bhanja Adhikari was a Brahmana disciple of Syamananda. He lived in Fatept;r "'!L J~' 

Under his guidance Bhanjana Adhikari took an active part in spread:ng '.'3is~:.-,. 

villages of Contai Sub-Division and Kesiary in Midnapore . 

. 2 . . . 
Govinda Dasa (Bhanjabhum) 

Govinda Oasa was an obedient disciple of Rasikananda. He did 
work in Bhanjabhum (Mayurbhanj District) . 

. 3 : 

~-' - !~ 
iiiU<.-11 

Damodar, Uddhab, Kishoredas and Purusottam (Kesiary) 

About four hundred years ago, there lived at Keshiari Syamananda's +.1, , . -

namely Damodar Gosvamin Thakur of Dihi Keshiary. Sri Uddhab Thakur 
Kishoredas Babaji of Jalkishorepur and Purusottam of Kanchanpu; .vhr, ' 

temples and shrines of worship. They all worked to propagate Vaishnav1sm '' 
of their place of worship and meditation, Keshiary won the reputation of Sripat. !t :s 

niable these four Gosvamins did not do the least 1n spreading the teaching ancJ p:-~i, 

phy of Chaitanya through their mode of living and obeying the norms and performing ritu

als of Vaishnavism. At present, the activities of these four temples and their MaJt0nt.:12 
have declined to some extent. Besides them, there are, 1n their area. many BraliiriC1t;,, ,,,, 

Vaishnava families following the Vaishnava faith . 

. 4 . . . 
Ladma Zamindar Family (Narayangarh) 

P.S. Narayangarh of this district is an important seat of Vaishnavism. Bansidhar, the 
eldest son of Nilambar, the Zamindar of Ladma, set up the Srikrishna idol at Sankoa vil
lage and conducted idol worship, guest entertainment and above all, preaching 
Vaishnavism after B.S. 1052. The descendants of this Zamindar family Ramakanta and 
Radhakanta Roy were devout Vaishnavas. Ramakanta's son Madhusudan built Gopal Jiu 
temple and the Ras pedestal at Ladma. His eldest son Vaikuntha was the disciple of 

Vaishnava preacher Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Gosvamin. His youngest s n 
Dwarakanath found Sanskrit Parisad at Ladma in 1331 B.S. So this Zamindar family pio

neered to preach Vaishnavism at Narayangarh area. 
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. 5 . . . 
Ketho Haridas (Narayangarh) 

About five hundred years ago, Ketho Haridas, belonging to Madhwacharya sect, set 

up his worshipped Hari Jiu idol in a charming lonely place surrounded by beautiful woods 

in the midst of village Ladma, by constructing a cottage. His worship and religious prac

tice inspired the locality. It is said that he revived a very beautiful dead girl having auspi

cious signs in her person left alone in the forest and made her his companion of Sadhan 

Bhajan. His descendant Dhyanmangal reached the apex of devotional path and made 

many a man and woman disciples in the district. It is said that he possessed miraculous 

power. 

. 6 . . . 
Gokulananda (Sabang) 

Gokulananda, Dhyanmangal's disciple, built a Hari Altar in the South of village Kolanda 

of P.S. Sabang on the bank of the Keleghai and became absorbed in meditation (contem

plation) there. The news of his spiritual power spread far and near and even today a 

great religious fair is held there on the day of Pous Samkranti, the day of his death. This 

has already been described in details in Chapter - VII. 

. 7 . . . 
Kishoriballav (Debra) 

About 350 years ago, there lived Kishoriballav Gosvamin at Talabandi ot Debra. He 
had a great influence on the locality. So his death anniversary is still held with Sankirtana 

and Chira Mahotsav and rice offering every year in the month of Kartick. As per custom 

jack fruit is also offered. It is a wonder that jack fruit is also available in this odd t:r:;o . 

. 8 . . . 
Rakhaldas (Ramnagar) 

The grave of Rakhaldas Babaji still exists at Bodhora of P.S. Ramnagar. The local 

people held him in so high esteem that his death anniversary is still observed on Dwadasi 

day of Magha every year. 

. 9 . . . 
Premsakhi and Buro Gonsai (Chandrakona) 

Premsakhi Gosvamin, disciple of Sri Jiva Gosvamin had his seat of meditation and 

worship at Gonsai Bazar of Chandrakona town. His tomb was set up here. His descen

dant is still living here. He made many disciples in and outside the district. It is proved by 

the gathering of his disciples at the Navakunja Mahotsav. Besides them many local people 

come and contribute liberally to make this festival a success. There lived a Vaishnava 

saint named Buro Gonsai at Ramjibanpur in the same police station. The local people still 

remember him with great reverence. 
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: 10 : 
Tribeni Das (Garbeta) 

There was a sepulchre of Tribeni Das at Palaschabri on the bank of the river Silabati. 

He was a Bihari saint. But as he lived and confined his religious activities in the district, 

we may include him among the Vaishnava saints of this district. The idol worshipped by 

him was Syamsundar Jiu. His simple and humble life charmed the people of the locality. 

On the Dolpurnima day of 1334 B.S., Tribeni Das began a five day Harinam Jajna and 

Annyasatra which has been going on since inception. A fair is also held on this occasion. 

The rice - prasada was distributed among the people present. Once the organisers of the 

festival fell in a fix. The people assembled there were so many that only hot-patch of four 

cauldrons was insufficient for them. They informed Tribeni Das of this. But Tribeni Das 

was unperturbed and said calmly, "Everything will be right by Radharani's grace." Then he 
circled the cauldrons and murmured. It is a great wonder that four thousand people had 

their full meals with this hot-patch. Such incidents are certainly incredible but can not be 

dispensed with. This saint died consciously in his meditative posture on the morning of 

12th Phalgun in 1350 B.S. Thousand of devotees and local people mourned his death 

deeply. Srimati Kshudibala Dasi built a tomb on his grave at her expense. 

: 11 . 

Kanu Gosvamin and Saranga Das (Garbeta) 

The tombs of Kanu Gosvamin and Saranga Das still exist at Sukulpara and in front of 

the Garbeta High School respectively at Garbeta. 

: 12 : 
Bagbeez Gosvamin (Goaltore) 

About 350 years ago, Sri Bagbeez Gosvamin of village Goaltore of this police station 

installed Raghunath Jiu idol at Patherberia. Sri Rajyadhar Roy, the Minister of Gajapati 

Singha, the first king of Bagri set up Sanaka idol and her temple in the kingdom by 

Bagbeez Gosvamin. The local people still recall these three Vaishnava saints with deep 
respect and devotion. 

: 13 : 
Ramananda (Panskura) 

We have already described elaborately a short biography, activities and influence of 

Ramananda Gosvamin of village Arapur of P.S. Panskura in Chapter VI. 
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Section - B 

Existing Vaishnava Saints 

. 1 . . . 
Syamsundarananda Dev Gosvamin (Tamluk) 

Syamsundarananda Oev Gosvamin is the present Mahanta of Tamluk Mahaprabhu 

temple. He is the brother of Sri Krishnakesabananda Dev Gosvamin, the Gadiswar of 

Gopiballavpur Sripat. He is a very good looking handsome person of fair complexion and 
reflects a devotional piety in his ever smiling face. He is 40. He is a B.Sc. (Hens.), B.Ed. 

He could have taken up teaching profession or any other service if he so willed and tried. 

But he has dedicated himself to the service of the temple. To his credit, he has given new 

life to the daily activities and annual festivals of the temple and repaired and beautified 

the dilapidated temple and made it every attractive to the devotees and visitors. Many 

families of the town are involved in the activities of the temple. His wife Anjali Devi, M.A., 

B.Ed., is a pious lady and has been researching on Mangal Kavya of Bengal under 

Vidyasagar University. She always helps her husband in his everyday religious functions. 

: 2 . 

Brajendranandanananda Dev Gosvamin (Gopiballavpur) 

Brajendranandanananda Dev Gosvamin, one of the members of Gopiballavpur 

Mahanta family, now aged 76, passed the Matriculation in 1942. At that time he could 

have easily obtained a service with this educational qualification. Even he told this author 

that he had discarded a few services. He is a devout Vaishnava and wears tila}i and per· 

forms daily rituals. He is still active and delivers lectures on Vaishnavism in many places 

on invitations. He has above 3000 disciples in West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. He has 

written many books on Vaishnavism and this will be discussed later. 

. 3 . . . 
Bibhuti Bhusan Das (Kolaghat) 

Another devout Vaishnava is Sri Bibhuti Bhusan Das of Kolaghat Radhamadhab 

Temple. He is 73. In the past he lived on cultivation. But at present he is a whole-timer in 

the temple. He spends time in reading Vaishnava sastras, preaching, performing daily ac

tivities of the temple, conducting festivals and collecting donations from the people. He 

belongs to Nityananda Sect. He was an inhabitant of Nanachak near Kolaghat. He has 

sons and daughters. But he is now totally detached from them and leads a secluded life 
of piety in the temple. 

. 4 . . . 
Niranjan Chandra Maji (Panskura) 

Sri Niranjan Chandra Maji (Adhar Maji) of village Kusar of P.S. Panskura also belongs 

to Nityananda Sect. He is 76. He was originally a cultivator and businessman. But, for a 

past few years, he has been performing Vaishnavite rites and rituals. He has built a 
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pacca temple in his homestead land. He has been worshipping Radha Govinda idols, 

singing kirtana and reading Vaishnavite sastras. Every evening he visits Gour Govinda 

Sevashram at Pulsita. He is trying to popularise Vaishnavism in his area . 

. 5 . . . 
Anadi Cas (Bhagwanpur) 

Sri Anadi Das of village Mahammadpur of P.S. Bhagwanpur is a B.A. and State Bank 

employee. He is 50. He is a staunch Vaishnava and staying temporarily at Tamluk town. 
He recounts Harinam and worships Narugopal at his house. In the evening he reads the 

Vaishnava sastras and sometimes visits Tamluk Mahaprabhu temple. Though he belongs 

to the scheduled caste, he is esteemed as a good Vaishnava by the people who know 

him. His colleagues are inspired with his manner of living. 

So we may safely conclude that there are living in the remote areas of this district 

many such Vaishnavas who have been instilling Chaitanya consciousness into the minds 

of local people and trying to make them follow the path of love and charity. The devotees 

respect and adore them. O'Malley has regarded Gokulananda as a god. The devotees still 
worship Ramananda Gosvamin as a god. 

*** •• .. 
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