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CHAPTER - VIII 

CONCLUSION 

This study has attempted to explore the conditions of the Tribal 

development in India. With special reference to the development of 

J alpaiguri and Coach Behar district during the period between 1990 to 

2002. Tribal people of both· the district were believed to be the backward 

classes of society. In particular, the interest of this study lay in both 

districts developing condition, which made the Tribal people moor 

backward. Briefly, the major findings of the present study are as follows:-

1. J alpaiguri is one of the richest districts of west Bengal in respect of 

natural resources. It is the second largest district of West Bengal in 

respect of Schedule Tribes population. According to 1991 census, it 

may be seen that the scheduled Tribe ( S.T ) pqpulation which was 

5,89,225 of total population (28,00,543 ), has increased to 6,41,688 

as per 2001 census.· On the other hand Coach Behar is one of the 

poorest district of Tribal people but it is the First largest district of 

West Bengal in respect of Schedule Caste (S.C.) population. 

According to 1991 census, it may be seen that the schedule Tribe 

(S.T) population which was 5,89,225 of total population has 

increased to 12,48,577 as per 2001 census. Only 7.59 percent of the 

Scheduled Tribes populations of India live in urban areas as 

compared to 25.95 percent of the general population and 19.01 

percent of the Scheduled Castes population live in the urban areas. 

So it is to be noted that 92.41 ·percent of Scheduled Tribes 

population are rural based. In ] alpaiguri and Coach Behar district, 

most of the tribal people permanently settled in Tea-garden area. In 
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J alpaiguri, there are five tribes which account for a population 30 

Thol!.sand or more ea_c_h._ Thes~_are: _- The Oraons, the Santhal, the 

Bhils, the Mundas and the Khonds. On other's hand Coach Behar 

district is 2 tribes which account for a population 5 Thousand or 

more each. But Coach Behar district is a Coach domineered district. 

According to Government report Coach's are belong into Caste

Group. 

The Concept of a Tribe has undergone a change from that of a political 

unit of olden days to a group of people identified with poverty and 

backwardness. In past independence period, grouping together of all the 

tribal communities as the Scheduled Tribes under the constitution is a 

significant achievement. The Government of India through a number of 

legislation and policies has reiterated its commitment to the tribal 

development. A number of Schemes and programs have been lunched 

from time to time to achieve this go~i. It is- almost obvious that the tribal 

communities in J alpaiguri and Coach Behar is extremely backward and 

poverty stricken. In spite of all these efforts tribal areas still remain 

relativity backward and need more attention. 

''2. Education is the key concept to the development of human 

resources. Lack of it is largely responsible for the exploitation and 

pitiable plight of the tribal. The most important aspect of education 

in this district is that of informing the community of the new 

innovation in science and technology as well as the development in 

the economic and political fields. From my survey work that I found 

that the main causes of slow progress in literacy is 

(a) Poverty .of parents: -

For the poverty-ridden parents, education of their children is a luxury 

which they can hardly afford. The children assist their parents in earning 
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their live hood. Government's help for education is not sufficient. For 

example- A students of class V get only Rs.20/- (Twenty) and Rs.35/_ 

(Thirty five) as of maintenance grants. On the other hand an English 

grammar book is of Rs.25/- (Twenty five), Bengali grammar book is of 

Rs.20/- (twenty). So the Government helped is not sufficient. As a result 

parents thought that education of their children is a luxury. Grown-up 

children also look after the younger o_nes when the parents go out for 

work either as cultivator or as labourers and they earned more than 

Rs.40/- ( forty) per day. 

(b) Medium of instruction: -

The medium of instruction 1n the schools is a difficult problem for the 

tribes. Even after 59 years of independence we have not been able to 

provide education to the tribes in their mother language or mother tongue. 

In ] alpaiguri and Coach Behar the tribal boys are taught in a foreign 

language (English/ Hindi) or Bengali language, and with the destruction of 

their own tongues a whole world of poetry and legend disappears. The 

aesthetic effect of education is breakdown. As a result,. the tribal children 

are not generally able to foll?w the lesson given to them in the school and 

"failed one or two years at the same class. 

(c) Absenteeism: -

In Tribal areas another most importance problem is absenteeism of 

students and teacher which is important factors affecting of the education. 

In these areas, a good number of people continuously absent from the 

school. They do not know their daily lesson etc. As a result tribal 

educations are continuously breakdown. Another problem is absenteeism 

of the teacher. Due to political interferences many teachers remain absent 

for days together. So the absence of supervision over the tribal students 

and also due to lack of dedication to the· cause of education of the tribal, 
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the children and also the parents can not afford to waste their time and 

generally th_ey are_ dropout from the school. _ · 

(d) Contents of Education: -

The curriculum of education for the tribal has to be carefully evolved. 

Presently the general contents of education have been extended to the 

tribal areas which in many cases are not relevant, particularly 1n the 

primary stage. A good number of students in upper primary section (V

VIII) not occupy the general curriculum. For this reason they can not urn 

of number in Annual examination and failed 2 or 3 times in same class. It 

is to be found that, most of the tribal people or students think that 

Mathematics is a very difficult subject. If we analyse the group wise, tribes 

that I find that only 20 Toto's are educated. Susana Toto is the first 

women who pass the M.P. examination and Sandi Toto who pass the B.A. 

or graduation. 

e) Inadequate Education Institution: -

In Jalpaiguri there are 250 Madhayamik Institutions and 50 (Approx) Non-

.. governmental institutions. So, due to poverty of parents most of the tribal 

students are not getting the higher education and the tribal areas of 

J alpaiguri district suffer from. Inadequacy of educational institution, 

boarding and lodging facilities. Even where centers have been opened and 

40 percent of them are without Building. The supporting services, such as 

the incentives in terms of scholar-ships, book, bank etc. are very 

insignificant and generally do not attract the children. 

f) Educati<?_n Po~icy: -

There is no clear educational policy for tlie tribal areas. In spite of the 

recommendations and suggestions . of vanous committees and 

comm1ss10ns, no policy for the tribal areas has been evolved. So, Tribal 
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students are not getting proper education and supporting services for 

prospering tribal societies. So, it is clear that Education is the key catalyst 

to the development of human resources. Lack of it is largely responsible 

for the exploitation and pitiable plight of the tribal. For the tribal, 

education is the pivot on which their success depends arid knowledge gives 

inner strength which is very essential for the tribal. Due to ignorance 

arising out of illiteracy they have not been able to take advantage of new 

economic opportunities. 

3. Commercial vending of liquor in the tribal village of Jalpaiguri and 

Cooch Behar has caused serious damage of the tribal economy. 

Most of them are addicted to drink, formerly their own rich-beer. 

Mohua flower liquor and latterly all kinds of foreign liquor. Most of 

the women and children are addicted to rich-beer which is 

necessary accompaniment of almost all social and religious 

functions. With the growth of tea industry more and more tribal 

people from neighbouring provinces migrated and ultimately settled 

down in the plantation areas of ] alpaiguri and Cooch Behar and 

were engaged as a gardens labours. A significa'nt change in the 

materials life of tribal workers employed in plantation find 
.. 

expression increasing demand for various fashionable and artificial 

fabris; etc. They also usually . spend a considerable share of their 

earnings for consummating liquor. It is to be found that in some 

cases they had lost their lands and cost able think. As a result most 

of the tribal people suffered with various diseases or ill-health and 

destroy their economy. We know that intoxicating drink and of 

drugs which are injurious to health. It is the primary duty of us to 

raise the standard of living of tribal people and improvement of 

tribal public health. This policy directive is very significant in 

respect of the scheduled Tribe development of a country. 

J.i. 
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4. Scheduled Tribes of J alpaiguri and Coach Behar District are 

cxploitated by various ground. A substantial section of the Tribal 

peop-le earned their livelihood as a labourer; In tea gardens they are 

also recruited by the contractors and their agents. But in the process 

they are badly exploited by their employers. They are not paid even 

the minimum wages. They are physically assaulted if they show any 

slackness in work or protest against their working conditions. 

Women labourers are exploitated sexually. 

The Tribal people continued to be the victims of money-lenders or 

landlords. The indebtedness among the tribal is symptom of economic 

malaise. Due to financial constraints tribes have failed to serve the 

purpose. They are ineffective in dealing with the vested interest and the 

powerful forces of exploitation that thrive of the cost of the poor tribal. 

Despite legislations to protect the interest of the tribal against the money

lenders, th~ former continue to be exploited by the latter. There is no 

adequate machinery for the enforcement of the Acts and regulations. The 

tribal peoples are exploitation partly because of lack of awareness about 

legal provision and mainly because they are illiterate. 

'5. The diseases which are rampant among the tribal people of both 

district. These people are mainly malaria, kalajor, jandish, skin 

troubles etc. However, the ma1n problem of J alpaiguri is chronic 

shortage of Anti rabies vaccine to poor. Falciparum Malaria or 

cerebral Malaria is very common here due to presence of vector 

Anopheles Stephenson etc. · Species contributory factor being 

presence of vast stretch of forest area, no. of border areas sand 

presence of no of rivulets. People of fringe areas also seldom use 

mosqu~to nets due to poor economic condition and lack of practice. 

So, malaria has remained problem of Jalpaiguri. The Birpara state 

general hospital, Malbazar subdivision hospital, Mangalbari rural 

hospital etc. of Jalpaiguri district. A considerable number of Tea 

.:.i. 
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garden and Tribal people of central duars are depending upon it. 

Mosc of rural hospital has not· medical facilities and they· referred 

patients to district hospital. But due to poor economic condition 

tribal people are not reached there. Result in every year more than 

25 to 40 tribal people died attacked by Falcipirum Malaria and 

Jon dish and other diseases and most of 6the students of class V -IX. 

A importance picture that we found, a tribal people attacked by any 

diseases they are not attend primary health centre. They firstly meet 

with OJHAR so it clearly said that lack of awareness and illiterate 

tribe are influence by this system. Some picture that is found in 

Coach Behar District. 

6. The performance of tribal development in Jalpaiguri and Coach 

Behar district under the supervision of district project officer cum 

distrLct welfare officer. Since, ~ 992 the major activities of the tribal 

development and implemented through the three tire panchayet 

bodies The West Bengal Govt. the long term program should be 

prepared under the guidance of district project officer for tribal 

people. The tribal population coming with in the new tribal sub

plane strategy in a coordinate manner, Integrated tribal development 

project for substantial tribal area, the modified area development 

approach for pockets of tribal concentration and special project for 

primitive tribes were conceived and adopted. 

Review of the functions of both districts that is LAMPS in Jalpaiguri and 

Coach Behar has shown that there is amount of lack of coordination 

between the tribal development cooperative corporation on the hand and 

the LAMPS on the other. There will be no income to both the members 

engaged directly in this work, earthexcavation, cannel making, soil 

conservation works etc. Community development schemes under T.S.P are 

being introduced for the benefit of . the numbers of the LAMPS. 
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Consequently, implementations of vario.us schemes for development ·of 

society as well as members remain unsuccessful. 

Another important point that I've found, most of the tribal development 

program like construction, irrigation & water supply, electricity, agriculture 

etc. are implemented under the supervision of contractors. So a good 

'percentage of tribal development money is pickpocket by the contractors. 

On the other hand role of banking moony is not sufficient. 

From my survey work I've found that huge money was invested for 

construction work like road, building, bridge etc. on the other hand the 

tribal areas of both district are characterized by a large number of 

population hamlets .However, a large number of projects have been taken 

up in the dLstrict since ·;with a view to exploh our resource potential for the 

benefit of the community. A number of schemes and programs has been 

lunched from time to time to achieve this goal. In spite of all these efforts, 

tribal areas of those district still remain relatively backward and need more 

attention. 

Government policy has suffered, both from lack • of research and 

perspective. Many times the goal has clearly stated but the resources and 

·infrastructure lag behind. Policy is often devised at the top level with little 

participation of the local tribal communities. As a result, most of the time 

they are passive pertness a~other major problem with Government 

sponsored programs has been the lack of adequately qualified personals. 

which results in serious difference in the perspectives. A major problem in 

tribal Block _of J alpaiguri remains that of indebted11ess amongst tribal. This 

is a serious source of poverty and oppression in tribal areas especially 

Mateiali, Nagrakata, Madharihut, Kalchini, Kumargram. This basic 

problem is not of the scarcity of source but that of.mismanagement. 


