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Chapter : 2 

GOA : ITS LISBON CONNECTION 

From Lisbon to Goa Some General Characteristics of Trade. 

With the decline of the Portuguese as a power in the Indian Ocean 

in course of the 17th century, the number of ships plying between 

Portugal and Goa had considerably decreased. Driven from the South 

East Asia, Sri Lanka and Malabar by the Dutch, the ivory trade 

with East Africa partially lost to the Omanis and the Northern 

Provinces of Bassein and Salcette surrendered to the Marathas, the 

Portuguese in India were left with little cargo collected from 

Asain ports which could be transported to Lisbon. 

Trading connection with Portugal therefore became partially 

limited to a single or couple of ships that plied between Lisbon, 

the capital of Portugal and Goa, the seat of power of the Estado 

da India. Even these ships often became irregular sometimes 

they arrived late from Europe while even instances of their late 

departure from the port of Goa due to the latter's inability to 

collect the cargo on time is not rare. In 1750, for example, the 

two ships, Sio Fransisco Xavier and Nossa Senhora de Monte Alegre 

left the port much later than usual due to the failure of the Goan 

authorities to collect the pepper within in the stipulated time. 

Finally, they had to be loaded more with stone than actual cargo 

for which they waited so long. The consolation, however, was that 

'the same problem that year at least, was faced by the French and 

English as well'.C1J 

------------------------------------------------------------------

1. HAG,MR 1228, fl. 481, 26.1.1750. 
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The irregular arrival of the ship along the Carreira da India 

seems to have become a routine during the period. In December 

1778, the Governor complained that for the last three years, the 

ships were arriving only in December or January and that of 1778 

had not arrived till the middle of December. Goa, in absence of 

any other commercial activity was badly affected by this 

irregularity.The few merchants that there were, looked forward to 

its arrival for the remittances to be made by their partners in 

Lisbon. The factories in Diu and Daman geared up their production 

according to the schedule of the arrival of the ships and so did 

the imports from Balaghat. The late arrival of the ships, without 

any prior notice, caught them unaware and without any provision. 

In addition, it also adversely affected all the departments of the 

government that depended on supplies from Lisbon. The hospital 

remained without a replacement of medicines, tobacco, both leaf 

and powder ran short and the troops without new recruits. It also 

caused shortage of the many other articles that used to be 

imported from Europe. t2J 

This reference to tobacco has a particular significance,as 

during the follwing years, to its supply from Brazil would be 

related the very prestige and authority of the Portuguese 

Government in Goa. C3J 

------------------------------------------------------------------

2. AHU,lndia, Maco,126, Doc.82 30.12.1778. 
' 

3. Karubaki Datta, 'Portuguese Experiment with Brazilian Tobacco 
in India in the Eighteenth Century,' Indica, vol.28 <1991), 
No.2, pp.95-111. 
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In short, the Goa government became disgusted with the falling 

price of the renda of tobacco from 1760 onwards, which they 

explained in terms of machinations of the Goan merchants. C4J The 

Goa government,with the consent of the Crown in Lisbon, finally 

decided to impose a monopoly on the import of the article in 1776, 

which was then to be handed over to the rendeiros. It would serve 

several purposes. Colleted from its own plantations in Brazil, its 

monopoly could now be used to curb the power of the Goan merchants 

whom they always looked down upon with mistrust and suspicion. In 

addition,it would also serve the State•s fiscal interests in more 

ways than one.On one hand, it would check the drain of precious 

metals from Goa to the southern states,C5J under the pretext of 

collection of provisions, on the other, the prices of Brazilian 

tobacco being much lower than its Indian counterpart , this 

monopoly would provide the state with a profit even if sold at a 

price which was the lowest during the few previous years.The 

success of the plan depended on two preconditions,1.regular arrival 

of ships with the provision and 2.an assurance of the quality of 

the tobacco.While the quality of tobacco was a different story 

altogether and had to be tackled from Brazil itself, it was the 

irregular supply of provisions that created a serious problem for 

the Goa administration. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
4. HAG,MR 151, fls. 166-174v and MR,168, fls. 651-58, 18.4.1776. 

The same document is reproduced in MR 158C, fls. 908-918. 

5. The names of these states are not given. In general, southern 
states and ports of the south are used to indicate the ports 
of Malabar with which Goa maintained trade relations. 
Sometimes they are also described as ports under Tipu Sultan. 
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As early as 1783 the ship came very late leading to a complaint 

from the Governor to the Secretary of State. C6J Henceforth, 

complaints like this only increased in frequency and from 1790 

onwards, became a regular annual feature. The contract holders 

made repeated complaints regarding both the late arrival and bad 

quality. C7J The Goa Governor, caught in a dilemma, was often 

left without an option but to order provisions from the South 

Balaghat and even from Bengal. There are several instances when 

the contract holders were left without supply from Brazil. 

Ultimately, towards the end of the century, this monopoly, though 

still in force, remained merely on paper only. C8J Born out of 

the intention to curb the self interests of the rendeiros, it 

further undermined the government's position vis-a-vis theirs as 

the irregular arrival of the ships made them to turn for supply of 

provision, to the very people whom the government distrusted. 

An item of export from Lisbon to Goa in the mid 18th 

century, which however, died out in course of years, was arms. 

Board swords and fire arms, were brought in by the ship's 

officials for use in the Estado itself but ultimately passed on 

to the neighbouring states. The period, being one of rivalry and 

warfare among the Indian princes, this became a coveted article, 

specially to Tipu Sultan, who depended on Europeans for training 

of his troops. 

6. HAG,MR 174B, fl. 562 25.2.1792. 

7. HAG, Assentos, pp. 245,262,271,7.5.1791,21.2.1794, 3.10.1795. 

8. Ibid., ·1491, p.269, ·17.6.·1795. 
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The trade was ultimately prohibited by the Governor by an order in 

1746 which was later confirmed by the Crown in 1748. [9J After the 

1750s, there is no document on this trade which, of course does 

not rule out the possibility of clandestine transactions.The trade 

however, lost its profitability for the Portuguese in course of 

time.The Governor,in one communication of 1790 pointed it out, 

explaining that many French embarkations now openly came to 

Malabar with arms and ammunitions that sold all over the coast at 

a good price. C10J 

Among the traditional items of export from India, the 

Portuguese having long ago lost control over the producing areas 

of Malabar, pepper ceased to be of prime importance in the cargo 

bound for Europe, though, it still continued to be exported in 

small amounts as and when available. That it was still in demand 

in Lisbon in the mid 18th century is indicated by the fact that 

money used to be remitted occasionally for its purchase. In 1757, 

1044 sacks of pepper worth 72,626 xeraffins were remitted, which 

was bought out of funds sent from Portugal. However, in view of 

the acute shortage of pepper in the season, the whole amount of 

1,29,000 xeraffins earmarked for the purpose could not be 

utilised. C11J 

------------------------------------------------------------------

9. AHU, India, Ma~o 66, Doc.65, HAG,MR 121A, fl. 7, 24.2.1748. 

10. AHU, India, Maco 159, Doc.30. 
' 

11. Ibid,Maco 93, Doc. 91, 15.1.1758. , 
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The next year also, 1200 sacks of pepper of one quintal each were 

exported by one ship, its value being 8,20,054 xeraffins. C12J 

Unfortuately, we do not have any comprehensive chart of 

total amount of pepper thus remitted in course of the century. 

Even the stray reference [13] of pepper gradually thin out during 

the consecutive years. Pepper is mentioned as an artiicle 

'imported from Asia' in the end of the century but those very 

documents are silent about their volume or the area of 

procurement. 

Saltpetre also was sent regularly from India. It had high 

demand in Portugal for use in manufacture of ammunition. This was 

collected from different ports of India, viz. Surat, Bombay and 

Calcutta. Sometimes, it was also collected from the ports of the 

South through Goan merchants, while that of Bengal was supplied by 

a private Portuguese merchant Luis Barreto, who was settled in 

Calcutta. C14J 

In the late 18th century, the saltpetre of Calcutta was 

preferred to that of any other place, as its price was found to be 

the lowest.C15J This was shipped either directly from Calcutta to 

Lisbon or sent to Portugal via Goa. 

12. Ibid., Maca 52, Doc. 305. 
~ 

13. Ibid.z Maca, 30, 28.5.1766. 
' 

14. Ibid., Ma~o 36, 26.2.1772., Ibid. Maca 30, 28.5.1766 and 
12.7.1787, Ma~o 35, 1779-1782 Ma~o 36, ~6.4.1790. 

15. Ibid., Maca, 35 Cover reference 1779-1782. 
? 
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Traditionally, Goa also used to be an outlet of diamond to 

Lisbon. This was particularly so in the middle of the 17th 

century when the merchants showed a prefernce for investment in 

the precious stone, which, being concealable, paid little or no 

customs duties in Lisbon and required little space on vessels at a 

time when the tonnage of the Carreira shipping was declining 

rapidly. But this proved to be shortlived as Madras soon replaced 

Goa as the outlet of diamond. C16J Hence, coming to the 18th 

century, no trace of this trade is found in Goa, but Goa still 

acted as a centre of trade in corals, which was imported from 

Lisbon. though it is difficult to say exactly when it originated 

and till when continued, there are a few stray documents to give 

an idea about its volume and value. For instance, 3,064 arratels 

and seven oncas of coral was imported in the trading season of 
' 

1771, which valued little more than 2,22,115 xeraffins. Imported 

by Goan traders from Italy via Lisbon through their trading 

partners in small quantities, the corals either sold in the city 

itself or were sent to the North and to Balaghat. Prominent among 

the dealers of coral in Goa was a lady, the widow of Gopala 

Camotim, a trader himself.As in the case of diamond,coral too used 

to be brought in clandestinely at times by the various officials 

of the ships.C17J 

·16. Afzal AhmEtd, Indo Portuguese Trade in Seventeenth CenturY.. 
(1600-1663) New Delhi, 1991, p.90, Anthony disney,'Goa in the, 
Seventeenth Century', in ~ First Portuguese Colonial 
S!!!,Qire ed. Malyn Newitt,Published by the University of E:<eter, 
1986, p.92. tor details of diamond trade , see Anthony Disney, 
"Jewel Tradin•.;, in PortU•.;Juese India inthe VI and XVII Centuries' 
in Indica, val. 25, (·1988) No.2. 

17. AHU, India, Ma~o 36, Cover reference 26.2.1772, Ibid, 
Ma~o,120, HAG,Codice 628, p.148, 30.1.1784. 
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On the whole, trade between Goa and Portugal continued in a 

limited and routined manner during all these years. Ships coming 

directly from Lisbon to other ports of India though not 

absolutely rare, was highly limited in number. There were some 

instances of private initiative to trade with this part of the 

world.A person named Feliciano Velho Oldenburg obtained permission 

from the Crown in 1753 to send 11 n~os to India in a period of ten 

years. Permission was also given to Nicol~g Grenier to send five 

ships from Lisbon to Goa, the first of them leaving in March 1753. 

c •18] 

According to one estimate, there was a total of 38 ships 

that went to India during a period of 11 years from 1738 - 1748. 

Yearwise,the consecutive numbers were four, six, five, two, one, 

two,one,two,three and six,while there was no date for two ships.C19J 

18. AHU,India Maco 58, cover reference 1753, There are four 
documents wit~ the applications, Permissions and conditions 
of the voyages of Feliciano Velho Oldenberg dated 16.3.1753, 
18.8.·1753,14.8.1753 and 24.·12.·1753. For· Nicolao Grenier, Ibid., 
Doc. dated ·15.·12.'1"752. He was asked· to transport the soldiers 
to Goa and his first ship was allowed to visit the other 
ports of India including those of ChLna and Coromandel after 
Goa.One of his ships would be of 250-300 tons while the others 
upto 800. 

19. Ibid., Ma~o 43. Prof.Boxer has given a list of the total 
number of ships that left Lisbon and arrived at Goa in the 
18th century. From it appears that the number of ships had 
fallen from 1751 onwards. While the total number of ships that 
arrived at Goa during 1701 - 1750 was 91, it was only 70 for 
the period 1751 - 1800. C.R.Boxer, ' The Principal Ports of 
Call in the Carreira da India (16th- ·18th century)' in From 
Lisbon to Goa,1500-·1750,Studies in Portu•Juese Maritime 
Enter~rise, London, 1984. 
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The status quo was maintained for the greater part of the century 

till the last quarter when ,the Crown once again turned its 

attention to India. The main item regarding which this fresh 

interest was generated was Indian textiles and cotton piecegoods. 

Indian Cloths in Portugal's Asian Trade 

Indian textiles was not a novel intorduction in the cargo 

list of the Portuguese ships engaged in the Indian Ocean. In fact, 

it did constitute an important item from the very early period of 

their appearance in the waters of the Indian Ocean. But,at this 

period, it was more used in the country trade, the piecegoods 

being exported to the ports of South East Asia to be exchanged for 

pepper and others spices. A very negligible volume ever seems to 

have been exported to Portugal. 

A sudden change had occurred in the 17th century, when the 

Portuguese started transshipping this commodity to the metropolis 

in bulk, a practice which continued till the end of the third 

decade. After this,both volume and value of cotton cloths in Lisbon 

began to decline. This is discussed at length by Afzal Ahm~d.C20J 

The reason behind this growth, according to his analysis, was the 

rivalry between the Dutch and the Portuguese. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

20. Afzal Ahm~d,Indo Portuguese Trade in Seventeenth Century, 
---------------------------------------------

pp.90-105. 
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The co-n1-iscation Clf the Dutch cargoes and their ships by King 

Philip II and closing of the Iberian ports in 1585, ·1595 and ·1597 

brought the traditional practice of this country trade to a 

standstill. Thereafter,the Portuguese began to import directly for 

their own internal market. In addition, the demand in the African 

countries, especially S~o Jorge da Mina, from where they obtained 

the maximum number of slaves in exchange for Indian 

also generated a demand for these articles in Portugal. Due to 

frequent wars during this period, the Portuguese need for slaves 

increased, since they were employed as sailors on the ships and 

also as soldiers and artillerymen. 

This demand began to decline in the later period of the 

fourth decade of the 17th century onwards. Ahmad points out 

various reasons for this among which were the financial condition 

of the Portuguese Estado da India corruption among the 

officials, the diversion of private capitals in commodities 

other than textiles which saved a lot of duties, the famine of 

Gujarat that made collection difficult, the blockade of Goa during 

1637-1641 and the Luso Dutch wars of 1644-1658. All these factors 

proved to be disastrous for the trade. On the other hand, these 

wars and rivalries in India affected the prices of the cloths 

which went on increasing C21J. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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Ahmad's conclusion that Portuguese trade in Indian textiles 

declined after a short spell of expansion is certainly contrary 

to the general trend that had set in during the 17th and 18th 

centuries. That Indian textiles enjoyed a growing importance in 

the home bound cargo of the European companies has been discussed 

at length by Prof. Holden Furber who points out that this demand 

in Europe, especially in Northern Europe was of slower growth due 

to extensive use of wool and linen but, even there, it 

accelerated after 1650. Trade in piecegoods was a trend common 

to the European companies till the 19th century, when Manchester 

made cloths replaced Indian handwoven textiles.C22J Moreover, in 

context of expansion of plantations and discovery of mines in 

Brazil and employing increasing number of slaves from Africa 

render it highly improbable that Indian cloths should lose 

importance in the economy of Portugal. 

In documents also, there are stray references to funds 

remitted from Lisbon for purchase of Indian cloths in the middle 

of the century. In addition, there is one document which clearly 

shows the nature of the trade carried on with the Indian cotton 

cloths.C23J 

------------------------------------------------------------------

22. Holden Furber, Rival Empires of Trade in the Orient 1600-1800, 
----------------------------------------------

Oxford , 1976,pp.239-243. 

23. AHU, India, Maco 32, 19.6.1772. 
~ 
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cotton cloths of India, suitable for 

consumption of the slaves in Brazil and Angola had developed into 

a channel of lucrative trade in the middle of the 18th century 

and proved detrimental to the official Portuguese trade. 

Unfortunately for the Crown, the scope for this type of action was 

provided by a Royal order itself. 

Permission was given on November 17,1761 to vessels 

returning from India to halt at the port of Slo Paulo de 

Assumpc~o of Angola and even to trade with the articles they 
' 

might be bringing in from India. One customs house was set up for 

the purpose. 

The officials of the ships took the advantage to start full 

fledged trade in cloths which were plain and coarse and 

denominated as those for the Negroes, not only for consumption 

within Angola but to be sent to Brazil as well.Since there was no 

permission to anchor at the ports of Brazil,an entrepot was set up 

in Angola itself. This adversely affected the interests of the 

Metropolis which reserved the right of trade with the colonies for 

itself. Only those pieces that did not sell in Angola were now 

carried on to Portugal and there they failed to fetch the desired 

price. This interrupted the usual trading practices of the country. 

Also,some cotton factories had been set up in Portugal to process 

the raw cotton imported from Brazil and produce some piecegoods 

for Angola.This parallel illegal trade blocked that line as well. 



63 
The quality of Asian goods was no doubt better than the 

Portuguese, but, it was desirable that they should reach Portugal 

first, as that helped the merchants to fix the prices. 

With a plan to check this practice, the King issued a new 

order whereby all the ships were obliged to transport their stock 

of piecegoods directly to Lisbon. No longer were they allowed to 

unload their cargo of textiles - irrespective of whether for the 

use inside the metropolis or elsewhere - in any port prior to 

reaching Lisbon. Heavy punishment and fine awaited those who 

contravened the order. 

As expected, this curb on the fiscal interests of the 

Indian merchants created resentment among them. They complained to 

the Secretary of State in Lisbon, stating how this roundabout way 

of carrying the articles in demand in Angola and Brazil first to 

Portugal and again to Angola subjected them to repeated payment 

of customs dues. C24J 

There is no evidence that the government in Lisbon paid any 

heed to their grievances. Rather, the discovery of mines in 

Brazil and employing increasing number of slaves from Africa may 

suggest that Indian cloths retained an importance in the economy of 

Portugal during the first half of the 18th century. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

24. Ibid •• Maca 126, 24.4.1778. 
~ 
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The trade in Indian cloths further expanded in the last quarter of 

the 18th century. This is indicated by another upsurge in its 

transactions by the Portuguese. M.N.Pearson has located the reason 

of this upsurge to the Napoleonic wars and the political 

alignments in Europe at this time. In this period of war between 

England and France, Portugal remained a neutral power throughout. 

The English could to little to stop them and the Portuguese made 

profits exporting these goods to Europe while the other traders 

were stopped by the British blockade. C25J 

The documents, however,give an impression which is slightly 

different than the one presented by Pearson. While it is true that 

the Portuguese trade in Indian cotton goods benefitted from the 

Napoleonic wars, the upsurge had begun a few years before the war 

broke out. 

If the increasing volume of documents about the trade of 

cotton textiles of India and frequent references to the ships 

leaving and returing to Lisbon from India can be taken as any 

indicator, then this resurgence was an event of the 1770s and this 

revival was maintained for the rest of the century. 

25. M.N.Pearson 'Goa-based Seaborne Trade <17th- 18th centuries), 
in T.R.de Sanza, ed. Goa Throu•l.!:! the A•3es,Volll,An Economic 
History...z..New Delhi, ·1989, p. 17·1. 
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this trade contiuned till about 1815 when 

the war ended. Till that time, Lisbon remained a major entrepot 

for Indian piecegoods and Chinese tea. But, one wonders, how many 

of these ships actually visited Goa. Even in 1778, when the 

Governor was complaining about the late or irregular arrival 

of the ships from Lisbon to Goa, there were Portuguese ships 

doing business in the waters of the Indian Ocean. This is brought 

out by another communication of the same year by the Governor 

addressed to the Secretary of State. It pointed out that though 

many Portuguese ships were actually coming to Asia, they were 

bypassing Goa. Hence he had asked Jos' Sanches de Britto to give 

his observations in these regards, whose remarks he attached to 

his communnication. 

The chief, as expected of him,disapproved of these practice 

adding that the entire trade from the Cape Comorin to the 

North should be made dependent on Goa. Yet, at the same time, he 

referred to the disadvantageous customs rules in force since 

1774. It seems to have prompted the ships to avoid the port of 

Goa. As a result, they were not halting at the port at all, 

except at the last leg of the journey and that too in order to 

take in the provisions. C26J 

------------------------------------------------------------------

26. AHU, India Mafo 126,Doc. 44, 30.4.1778. The same document 
also in HAG1 MR 158A, fls. 56 - 58v. 
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In order to regulate this trade and channelise it through the port 

of Goa, the government in Lisbon began to issue from 1779 onwards 

some regulations declaring tax concessions for articles which were 

taken from Portuguese ports in India by ships owned by the 

Portuguese. 

In fact, these reforms were introduced with this very 

expectation that these would connect Goa with the other colonies 

of Portugal through a renewed bond with Africa, Asia and South 

America, at the same time encouraging production within the 

Estado itself of articles, which as a result of these privileges, 

would add to the volume of trade carried on from India. 

Some special privileges were also declared for those items 

which were to be reexported from Portugal to other European 

countries. This is to be explanied not only in terms of 

consumption by slaves in Brazil but also in terms of Portugal's 

own economic compulsions at home. We have given below a brief 

summary of the regulations as they were. This description, 

followed by an analysis of the possible link between those and the 

internal economic condition of Portugal would help us understand 

the motives of the Portuguese Crown to revive the sluggish trade 

around Goa in the third quarter of the 18th century. 

Whatever the actual reasons may be, Goa, in this period 

came to occupy a position of importance in the Portuguese Crown's 

policies to its colonies. 
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The Customs Regulations and Crown Policy Towards Asian Trade 

The first of the series of legislations was issued in the name of 

the Crown on March 12.1779. As per this order, the basic structure 

of customs dues was retained but it was declared that any 

article, coming from the ports of Asia or remitted to Goa with 

the sole aim of transporting them to Europe by Portuguese ships 

belonging solely to Portuguese subjects would heneceforth be 

given the privilege,of Baldea~~o <transhipment) in the two ports 

of Goa and Lisbon.They were given the p ~ission of unloading in Goa 

for taking either to another ship or to the warehouse belonging 

either to the Government or to private individuals to await either 

the monsoon or another P ~rtuguese ship that would transport them 

to Lisbon upon the payment of the dues of transhipment alone. C27J 

The underlying principle of this legislation of 1779 was to 

encourage Portuguese shipping in the ports of Asia and export of 

articles to Europe. 

The next order, coming in 1783, was broader in scope, as 

some concessions were also granted to the articles exported from 

the ports of Brazil and the islands of Madeira and Acores. 

------------------------------------·-------------------------------

27. HAG,codice 8089, fl.1. 
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patronge was extended to cloths that would be 

further processed in the factories of Portugal. The main clauses 

were as follows a. The ships, either national or foreign, 

loaded in the ports of Lisbon with destination to Goa, with 

commodities meant for consumption therein or for reexport to 

other ports of the continent and unloaded in the ports of Goa for 

that purpose, would henceforth be allowed to halt at the islands 

of Madeira and Acores, as well as in the ports of Brazil. They 

were allowed to load wine, liquor, sugar, or any other product of 

those islands with the sole exception of tobacco <which was a 

state monopoly> to carry them to the port of Goa. Those 

articles, would not have to pay any tax but 4% charge of 

transhipment in the customs house of Brazil and Lisbon. 

There were some other provisions. It was stipulated that 

the ship leaving Lisbon with destination to other p0~ts of Asia 

but in its way compelled to halt at Goa due to one reason or 

another would have to trade with the articles that they were 

bringing from Europe. They would have to take certificates from 

the customs house at Goa stating that those articles, had, in fact, 

been unloaded, sold and ta;<e paid. The taxes,already paid in 

Lisbon minus the 4% of transhipment dues would be returned to the 

owners of those articles upon submission of those certificates of 

Goa. The same rule was to be followed in the islands of Madeira 

and Acores and the ports of Brazil. 
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Some concessions were also declared for the articles which were 

produced either in Goa or in any other Portuguese or foreign 

countries of Asia or China but loaded in the Portuguese ships at 

the port of Goa. According to this order, only those commodities, 

which were to be reexported from Portugal were not required to pay 

more than 4% of transhipment dues. No such concession was given to 

those commodities which were to remain in the country meant for 

consumption in Portugal itself. 

Even in this category,some exceptions were made in favour 

of certain cotton cloths like Zuartes, Coromandels, Chellas, 

Cadeas, Lenhas, Languis and some more qualities from Gujarat which 

were commonly grouped together as cloths for the blacks. These, 

no matter whether reexported or not, would have to pay only half 

the taxes. Those meant for export, however were to pay the 

consulado da sahida in addition to th1s. 

Concessions were also declared for the varieties like 

Elephantes, Befetas, Cassas, Doreas, Dotis, and some varieties of ---------- ------- ------ ------
cotton fabrics purchased for printing in the factories of 

Portugal. Even though, these would have to pay the entry taxes 

at a rate at par with what was paid by those of the same quality 

but meant for consumption inside the country of Portugal, 

it was stipulated that there would be a refund of those taxes after 

they were sent back t the casa da India <India House) with the 

prints. 
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irrespective of whether 

they were remitted from Goa or from any other port of Asia. C28J 

The main orientation of this regulation, it seems~ was 

twofold. While import of coarse cotton cloths mainly used by the 

slaves into Portugal was encouraged as a general rule, the main 

thrust was on the reexport of the piecegoods to other European 

countries as well as the patronisation of the factories set up 

in Portugal far printing and further processing the plain cotton 

cloths. 

This regulation of 1783 did succeed in raising the volume 

of export of Indian textiles from India but still, it was not 

enough. It was found that despite the encouragement given to 

reexport of this article from Portugal,most of the articles of 

reexport were piled up in the Casa da India or remained with the 

private businessmen. Some changes were, therefore,brought about in 

the provision for their reexport in 1789. C29J 

In this regulation, it was directed that piecegoods 

exported to the ports of Brazil and the coast of Africa by ships 

- either Portuguese or foreign, would henceforth be exempted 

from the payment of consulado da Sahida. In addition, those 

despatched to the ports of Brazil would also be free from paying 

all the taxes that existed in the ports of that country. 

28. HAG, Codice 628, pp. 136-141. 

29. Ibid., Codice, 8089,fls 22-23. 
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The cloths for the blacks and piecegoods from Malabar coming by 

Portuguese ships from Goa as well as from other ports of the 

coast, after payment of the due taxes in the port of Goa would, 

from now onwards have to pay taxes in full, if sold for 

consumption within the country. However, the same articles, when 

reexported to foreign countries would enjoy a 10% reduction on 

the taxes in the Casa da India. A similar concession of 12% , 

coupled with an exemption from the consulado da sahida was also 

annonuced for the articles which were to be exported by 

Portuguese ships to the ports of Brazil and the African coast. 

Some specific regulations were announced for the same 

articles that came directly from the ports of Malabar and not 

through the port of Goa. 

Those items were classified into three categories. 

1. Those which were for sale within the country had to 

pay all the taxes in full. 

2. Those for reexport to foreign countries were to enjoy 

a concession of 10% but had to pay the consulado da 

sahida. 

3. Those which were to be reexported to the ports of Brazil 

and the coast of Africa by ships owned by Portuguese 

subjects were given a concession of 12% on the taxes and 

a total exemption from all the taxes in Brazil. They, 

however were required to pay the consulado da sahida. 

--------------------



The main objective, 
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behind the regulation was,once again reexport 

from Portugal. Thus tax concessions were granted to those 

articles which were to be reexported to the other countries of 

Europe, though export to Brazil was given special encouragement 

by grant of concessisons at higher rates.The articles in demand in 

Brazil were mainly the coarse cotton goods. Hence, this points to 

a need of this item in that colony. Secondly, the categorical 

provisions for the articles exported from Malabar indicates a 

realisation of the potentiality of export from the Indian ports 

other than Goa. 

These clauses, as well as the basic principles of the 

regulation of 1783 were once again changed in 1795. C30J 

As per the clauses the new order, all the articles loaded 

in the port of Lisbon with destination to Malabar or any other 

port - either national or foreign, stretching as far as the Cape 

of Good Hope-if transported by Portuguese ships would henceforth 

enjoy the benefits of Baldeacio and pay only 4% of tax. 
" 

These ships, stopping at the islands of Acores and 

Madeira or at any port of Brazil with the purpose of loading 

wine, sugar or any other product of those colonies <except 

tobacco) and transporting them to the above mentioned ports of 

the East, would also get the benefits of Baldeacio in the customs 
~ ---------

houses of those islands and Brazil. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

30 Ibid., fls. 26-27v. 
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it was laid down that 

all the articles, irrespective of their place of origin i . e. 

either Goa or other Portuguese dominions or foreign ports of Asia 

or China- when transported by Portuguese ships, would enjoy the 

benefits of Baldeacio , if meant to be sold outside Portugal. 
' 

The same articles, if brought for consumption within 

Portugal, Brazil or Africa, would not be admitted for despatch in 

the customs house of Lisbon unless those from the coast of 

Malabat· were accompanied by authentic certificates stating that 

they were despatched through the customs of Goa, Daman and Diu. 

The final clause which related to the Regulation of May 1789 

stated that henceforth, all the articles and piecegoods of India 

brought in for consumption within Portugal and her colonies were 

required to pay all the taxes as per the rules of the Casa da 

India and the customs houses of those dominions. 

Finally, the last order was issued on November 25, 1800 

where it was explicitly stated that the previous regulations had 

not proved to be sufficient to equalise the trade from Malabar 

with that from the other ports of the 'Coast of India'.It was 

admitted that the former still dominated the trade at the cost 

of the important establishments maintained by the Crown at Goa, 

Daman and Diu. 
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some new trading conditions were 

announced for the ships anchoring at the ports of Goa, Daman and 

Diu. No longer did it remain obligatoiry for the ships to unload 

more articles than they wanted, in those ports and nor did they 

have to pay tax on what they did not unload. Taxes would be paid 

only on the articles sold while a 2% duty of Baldeacao 
) 

would 

be enough for the articles loaded there and reexported. 

The articles produced in Goa~Daman and Diu and loaded in 

Portuguese ships and passing through the customs of Goa were to 

enjoy the concessions already granted to them. The commodities 

which were not produced in those ports were subjected to higher 

taxes, consulado da sahida as well as the taxes in existence in 

the ports of Brazil and Africa. This new order was to continue 

for a period of six years. 

Ships going to Surat were henceforth required to inform the 

authorities in Goa of the items carried. They might do it by 

producing a list,if not by actually unloading the cargo. 

From January 1802 onwards, the India House at Lisbon would 

accept the coloured fabrics - woven, printed or stamped with 

exception to those sent through the customs house of Goa, Daman 

and Diu. Only the white bordered cloths and coloured scarfs were 

to be treated as the sole exceptions. 
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The commodities from the coast of Malabar, actually in store in 

the Casa da India and those that had not passed through that,would 

henceforth be treated as equal to those that would be remitted 

from Malabar in future. 

Articles other than the finished cotton piecegoods, when 

transported by Portuguese ships but not through Goa would be 

required to pay all the taxes in the Casa da India and the 

consul ados of both entrada and sahida <entry and departure) in 

the ports of Brazil. 

Finally, it was stipulated that all the articles corning 

from the ports of Asia by Portuguese ships would enjoy the 

advantages of Baldeac;o for foreign countries ______ l __ and pay 4% as 

customs. 

As for Macao, the existing rules were to continue for the 

time being C31J 

Indian Textiles and Portugal's Home Economy 
-------------------------------------------

The textiles thus carried from India were used in Portugal 

in three different ways. 

1. Consumption within the country itself 

2. Reexport to the ports of Brazil and African coast 

3. Reexport to the other European countries. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

31. Ibid.~ fls. 30 - 31. 
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The above quoted regulations also reflected Portugal's policy 

towards the utilisation of these imports, which were generally in 

keeping with the general economic policies pursued at home. 

Here follows a description of the same. 

The period was the aftermath of the rule of 
~ 

Marques de 

Pombal, who had tried to regenerate the Portuguese economy through 

his definite industrial and trade policies. C32J Pombal was 

removed from power in 1777 but the basic principles of his economic 

policy which had started showing positive results, were continued. 

The policies adopted towards the imports from India also reflected 

a continuation of those economic measures. 

In industrial field, Pombal's ideas had rested mainly on 

two elements : 

1. obtaining raw materials within Portugal itself and its 

colonies and 

2. maintaining and developing small manufacturing units, 

whose output could be integrated into the working of 

bigger concerns which undertook the finishing process. 

He set up the Junta do Comercio in 1755 to promote 

industry by recruiting foreign master craftsmen, creating 

workshops,factories and production units. 

Factories producing cotton, linen, wool and silk goods, 

hats,leather goods, hardware, glasware, tapestries, clocks, 

watches, buttons, metal buckles, ivory combs and many luxury items 

were set up in 1765-66, mainly through private initiative. 

32. For details of his polices, see C.R.Boxer, Portuguese Seaborne 
Empire, Harmondshire,1969,pp.180-206. CHLA, vol. 1.pp.487-497. 
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Brazilian 

trading companies 1 which supplied them with the raw matarials for 

dying and weaving.The finished products were subsequently supplied to 

Brazil. In keeping with this practice, patronage was extended 

towards the cloths which were to be further processed or printed 

in the factories set up within the country. 

The decision to grant 10% concession on the imports of 

plain white cloths seems to be related to this policy. This 

would ensure a supply of raw materials to the units for dying and 

printing. After being printed or dyed, these could either be 

reexported or used within the country itself. 

Secondly, there were the varieties of cloths for reexport 

to the ports of Brazil and Africa, where they could be used by the 

slaves. These were covered by the fiscal concessions announced by 

the orders of 1783 and 1789. This is understandable, as from the 

early 17th century itself, these cloths were produced with the 

objective of supplying them to the slaves. In this period also, 

there was the exports of slaves from the ports of Africa to 

Brazil and these cloths were used for their consumption. The 

export from one colony was thus geared up to serve the greater 

interest in the other. 

Finally, there were the varieties meant for reexport to the 

other countries of Europe. A concession of 10% was granted on the 

cuctoms duties paid on such articles in 1789 and no alteration was 

made on this clause even when the other clauses relating to 

articles meant either for home consumption or for reexport to 

Brazil was put to various changes. 



This indicates a definite encouragement to 
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the reexport of Asian 

commodities to other European trading partners of Portugal.This 

also brings in the question of the compulsions of the economy 

of Portugal to encourage exports.This is also rooted in the economic 

policy fashioned by Pombal. 

During the first half of the 18th century, Portugal's main 

economic problem was the adverse balance of trade where imports 

exceeded exports by a huge margin. The deficit.was paid with the 

gold of Brazil. England was the largest trading partner of 

Portugal and statistics of trade with England alone can be taken 

as a pointer to this. Portugal's deficit unusually large at the 

beginning of the century,was ~ 3,89,000 on average during 1705 

1715. This even kept on rising till the 1760s.Volumes of imports 

from England grew enormously after 1755,when,after the earthquake 

of Lisbon materials in bulk were imported for the rebuilding 

of the town. C33J From 1760 onwards the shrinking purchasing power 

of the people of Brazil due to declining production of gold, 

recurring crisis in the sugar trade, slave trade and diamond mining 

resulted in the fall in the total volume of Anglo Portuguese trade. 

English exports declined from an annual average of 12,00,000 in the 

decade of 1750-60 to about·~ 6,00,000 in 1766-75. The resulting 

severe and protracted economic depression was further aggravated by 

Portugal's brief but unfortunate participation in the Seven Years 

War that involved heavy military expenditure. 

Pombal's main economic obective was to reverse the trend. 

A pragmatist with some elements of mercantilism,he tried to achieve 

this through a new policy towards Brazil. His idea was to maximise 

33. C.R.Boxer, Portuguese Seaborne Empire, P.186. 
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the profits from the colonies which would then be channelised for 

the benefits of Portugal. 

With this objective in view, he enfot·ced various 

1 e•3 is tat i ve measures relating to the production prices and 

transportation of the products of Brazil. C34J The exports of 

African slaves to the plantations and mines were also 

facilitated.According to the available data, between 1757 and 

/ '"' 
1777, a total of 23,365 slaves were exported to Para and Maranhao 

from West African ports, Particularly from Cacheu and Bissau in 

Portuguese Guinea which had hitherto been of minor importance in 

Africa's slave trade. 

Their transportation was carried on to a large extent by 

the monopoly trading companies - formed on the model of those of 

England. Holland and Spain. The companies actively involved in 

this business were those of Gr~o Par~ and Maranhio (1755-1778) and 

Pernambuco and Paraiba < 1759-79). large scale transportation of 

slaves, it was hoped, would contribute to agricultural development 

and revive the production and export of sugar, leather, tobacco 

and new commodities like cocoa. Finally. there was also the 

Company for whaling along the coast of Brazil to 

increase the quality and the quantity of whaling and extraction 

of oil and whalebone. During the period, colonial trade was also 

reorganised with shipping controlled, capital concentrated and 

monopolies reinforced. C35J 

The measures proved to be fruitful. Between 1755 and 1777 

the export of cocoa developed, in both quantity and sale. Rice, 

cotton and hides also became important export crops for the first 

time and stagnating sugar trade also experienced a temporary 

t·evival. 
------------------------------------------------------------------
34. CHLA vol.I pp. 488-89. 
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the Queen's government carried on 

with this policy of stimulating argicultural productivity and the 

export of sugar, rice, cotton and cocoa from Brazil. Rice 

cultivation and expansion of indigo plantations were also 

fomented. In addition, the development of any Brazilian 

manufacturer e.g. which might compete with the 

manufactured goods exported from Portugal was forbidden. This was 

done so that the Crown could derive a substantial part of its 

revenue from the duties levied on such goods. C36J 

These new economic policies also benefitted from two 

international events, viz. the American War of Independence in 

1777 and the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars after 1789. 

These provided Portugal with profitable outlets in the 

international markets far her colonial products of sugar, cotton, 

tobacco,indigo,cochneal <used for making dye) and cocoa. 

The efforts initiated by Pombal began to pay off and the 

objective with which he had launched this was realised when the 

trend of deficit in international trade actually reversed in 1780. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

36.C.R.Boxer Portuguese Seaborne Empire,pp.199-200, CHLA,vol.1 

pp.494-497. 



This is indicated by the following figures. 

Years 

1751-55 

•1756-60 

176·1-65 

•1766-70 

177 ·1-75 

•1776-80 

178·1-85 

·1786-90 

1791-95 

Table 2.1 
Anglo Portu·~uese Trade durin•J. ·175·1 = 95. 

E:<ports 
Portugal - England 

212 

257 

3•12 

356 

365 

38·1 

340 

597 

724 

Imports 
and England - Portugal 

1098 

·130·1 

964 

595 

6·13 

525 

622 

622 

594 

Balance 

826 

·- ·1044 

652 

239 

248 

•144 

282 

25 

+ ·130 
------------------------------------------------------------------
Source : E.B.Schumpeter, English Overseas Trade Statistics <1697-

---------------------------------------
1808) Oxford, 1960, pp.17-18. 

From 1796 onwards, there was a constant favourable balance 

for Portugal, which, though, irregular, continued till 1809.0nly 

1797 and 1799 were the two years of exception. Between ·1776 and 

1795 Portugal's exports to England increased by 90% while imports 

from England increase by only 13%. Similar changes were observed 

in trade with other countries. Portugal"s European trade produced 

a surplus in 10 out of 12 years dur1ng 1796 - 1807 for a net gain 

of 88 mition crusades. Now gold flowed back to Portugal, some of 

it for reshipment to Brazil,a dramatic reversal of the dependency 

that pombal so detested. While England remained one of the main 

trading partners, she was no longer the exclusive one. Regular 

trade relations were maintained with about 15 countries including 

Hamburg, Spain and Russia. 
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The encouragement to export of Asian commodities has to be 

placed in this context of Portugal's economic problem and 

prospects at home. It is true that the Asain trade was not the 

most important for European export but its importance lay in 

Portugal's trade with Brazil. Hence, in order to keep this 

portion of trade active and growing in consistence with the 

positive trend in the international trade of Portugal, scope was 

created, through fiscal concessions, for the export of those 

articles. from Asia, even though the economic value of these 

articles was little. 

Thus, it seems that the legislations regarding trade with 

India and Goa were born not out of a mere goodwill to regenerate 

the Estado but, out of a definite motive to use the imports 

thereof to serve the interests of the metropoli ; and her 

colonies of greater importance. While the cloths thus imported 

could be utilised for the growing slave trade in the North 

Atlantic, portion of it could also be utilised to patronise the 

small industrial units in Portugal as well as add to the exports 

to the trading partners in Europe. Thus, Goa, whose contribution 

to the overall economy of Portugal had become negligible during 

the greater part of the century, was once again brought in that 

orbit through a policy. of encouragement of trade from Asia, 

passing through that port. 

Goa and the Asian Trade : A Brief Intertude of Hope 

Born out of the awareness that Goa was being eclipsed by the other 

ports in Malabar and elsewhere, the legislations were aimed at 

reviving the importance of Goa. Hence the special concessions to 
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the articles that passed through that port. This began with the 

order of 1779, when patronage was extended to all the remittances 

through this port whereby the articles were allowed to be unloaded 

without payment of any extra tax. 

In 1783 also, this objective to maintain Goa's importance 

was retained by the incorporation of the clauses that the ships, 

even if forced to halt at Goa due to one reason or another, would 

have to trade with the articles they might be bringing from 

Europe. The prospect of this forced trading was made to look 

financially lucrative by announcement of tax concessions. Similar 

concessions were announced for articles produced elsewhere but 

loaded in the port of Goa. The regulation of 1789 also tried to 

maintain the primacy of Goa through the clause that even the 

commodities from the coast of Malabar would have to be despatched 

through Goa in order to enjoy certain fiscal advantages in the 

Casa da India at Lisbon. The clause of compulsory trading and 

unloading of articles in Goa of 1783 however,was withdrawn in 1800, 

though the articles produced in Goa, Daman and Diu loaded in 

Portuguese ships and passing through the customs house of Goa 

continued to enjoy certain fiscal advantages. 

To judge the actual impac t of these regulations on the 

Portuguese trade in the Indian Ocean is a difficult task, 

specially in the absence of comprehensive lists of ships and 

accounts of the business they did with the names of the ports they 

visited. But even the available stray and sometimes contradictory 

references to shipping do give some impressions about the general 

trend of Portuguese shipping in th1s period. 
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During the decade of 1770 - 1779,24 ships were reported to 

have left Lisbon for Asia.This number does not include the regular 

official ships on the Carreira da India. C37J There is another 

set of documents w~th two reports stating that the number of 

ships visiting Asia during this period were 39 and 36. Even though 

both the documents of this set give the names of the ships with 

the dates of their departure,there are slight variations in both 

the names and their numbers. C38J 

The number of ships entering and leaving Lisbon for 

purpose of trade with Asia was higher during the next decade. 

According to one correspondence of the Secretary of State, 

addressed to Governor Fransisco de Cunha e Menezes. 24 ships had 

entered Lisbon from Goa during the period 1783 - 1789. The total 

number of ships from the ports of As1a as a whole during the 

corresponding period was 75. C39J 

37. AHU, India, Maco 64, undated and unnumbered document. 
' 

:38.AHU~Ma1o 8·1, Document under title 1779, Baldeacao ~favor das 
nav1os !~!:!.£. fazem .Q. comercio da Asia. In one set of undated and 
unsigned document there are two rough copies of the same report 
with slight variations in the names of the ships. In the second 
set of documents there are 36 names of ships. It is si•Jned Casa 
da India, 26.9. ·1779, Manoel Cardoso e Vasconselos Ferrao 
Castel Branco. 

39.AHU, India Ma~o 
1 

Cover reference 1791 India, 
Corres~ondencia Official enviada .~elo t-~au Nossa Senhora de 
Conceicao, No. 1. 3"1.3.179·1. 
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From another document,we have the following yearwise information. 

Table 2.2 

Movement of ships between Lisbon and Asia <1784- 1788) 

N U M B E R 0 F S H I P S 

Year Entered Lisbon Left Lisbon 

·1784 •19 ·12 

1785 •16 ·13 

·1786 •14 ·12 

1787 12 9 

·1788 ·14 ·to 
=======================================================~========= 

Source : HAG,MR 171B,fl.491v. 

Due to reasons, so far unexplained, the mention of ships in 

business ,in Asia thin out after this. However, this does not 

necessarily mean a fall in the number of voyages or a shrinking 

volume of trade with India.[40J 

------------------------------------------------------------------
40. Prof C.R.Boxer has given the following figures regarding the 

number of ships arriving at the port of Goa from 1771 - 1800. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
Year N U M B E R 0 F S H I P S 

Left Lisbon Arrived at Goa 
--------------------------------------------------------------
1771-·1775 7/8 
·1776- •1780 5 
•1781-1785 7 

·1786- •1790 8 

·179·1-1795 4 

·1796-- ·1800 5 

7/8 
5 
7 <No figure is available 

for ·1784) 
B 

4 <No figure is available 
for ·1793 - 95 

5 <No figure is available 
for ·1796) 

C.R.Boxer, 'The Principal Ports of Call of the Carreira f@_ 
India,' pp. 64-65. 
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On the whole, this was a period of increased interest and activity 

for the Portuguese in this part of the world. Even the Companies, 

formed for trade in Brazil by Pombal, viz. that of Pernambuco and 

Paraiba took part in this trade by sending one ship at least C41J 

and so did the contractors of tobacco in Bahia. Some private 

individual merchants began to visit India in connection with this 

trade and also sent their representatives to be stationed in 

India to look after the business. The port they selected for this 

purpose was Surat, which became the centre of Portuguese private 

trade in India.One such person was Jacinto Domingos who came as he 

agent of the company of Colffs, Loureiro, Guimarains and others, 

He maintained close ties with the Portuguese headquarters at Goa 

and was also appointed the Portuguese factor at Surat. They 

carried on their trade mainly from the Malabar and later they sent 

ships to Macao as well. C42J Another trading company was formed 

among Mayne and Co •. J~ao Houvison and Guilherme Williamson. The 

names suggest that they were not Portuguese but no further 

information about them is available excepting that they 

concentrated mainly on the aspects of trade from Bengal. C43J 

Not all the ships that came to India with Portuguese flag 

were actually Portuguese. Since only the ships owned and manned 

wholly by the Portuguese were to enjoy the fiscal advantages 

contained in the regulations, some non Portuguese owners also 

sent their ships under Portuguese guise. 

41. The company's ships were denominated Neptuno and Principe do 
Brazil. For stray references to their voyages to India HAG, MR 
159D,fl.1291, 18.4.1780 and AHU, India Maco 34,22.12.77. 

' 
42. AHU, India Maca 170, Doc.43, 25.3.1793 and Maco,76, 3.9.1799, 

HAG, MR 177B, fl.517, 25.3.1798. ' 

43. AHU,India Maca 164~19.9.1785. 
' 
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There was at least one case in which this carne into open. The ship 

St. AntO'nio and Gratidao arrived from Lisbon under a Portu.;,uese 

flag with one Caetano Barreto of Goa claiming to be its owner. 

He disbanded some mariners in Bombay who carne to Goa in utter 

distress. It was in course of communication with them that it was 

revealed that the ship was actually owned by a certain 

Englishman and Caetano himself was an inhabitant of Bombay • (44] 

This naturally brings in the question of how much did Goa 

and the Portuguese ports benefit from these trading activities of 

the Portuguese in India. 

One direct result of this in~~fased shipping by the 

Portuguese was the revival, to some e:-:tent, of the shipyard of 

Daman. Some of the ships engaged in trade were newly constructed 

in Daman as were the couple of ships owned by the Company of trade 

of Loureiro, Guirnarains etc. This also served the purpose of the 

annual ship on the Carreira da India. C45J 

Judged from another point of view, the rationale behind the 

legislations to regulate the trade was to attract a part of it at 

least to the port of Goa. 

The ships that came to lndia in this period had their 

destinations variously described as Goa, Macao, the Coast of 

India, Asia, Madras and Corornandel. while destination of some were 

not mentioned at all. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

44. AHU, India Maca 158, Doc. 46, 15.3.1793. 
' 

45. Ibid, Maca 76,3.9.1799. 
') 
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Some of these terms are abmiguous and the ships with destinations 

to elsewhere also could have halted at Goa.[46J 

The available documents give the idea that keeping in pace 

with the changing direction of trade in this period, Macao turned 

out to be important in the trad1ng destinations of the Portuguese 

ships. The port was frequently visited by the ships directly from 

Lisbon as well as from the other parts of Bengal or Bombay. The 

cargo taken in bulk was tea of various qualities followed by 

porcelain and many other articles and specialities of China.C47J 

Ships were also coming to Bengal and Coromandel, the traditional 

centres of production of cotton textiles, while Surat was catering 

to many of the ships coming to India. As already stated, it also 

became the centre of settlement of some Portuguese private traders 

who settled in India and conducted the trade with Lisbon. 

The impact on Goa was at first, somewhat encouraging.As 

early as 1781,the annual ship of the Carreira da India failed to 

carry the whole cargo kept prepared and packed by the merchants 

thereof. In order to avoid the total loss, a Muslim, Amzam Saibu, 

was persuaded to send his ship to Lisbon with those articles. This 

was the first instance of sending a private ship to Lisbon from Goa. 

C48J The volume of export was kept up through out the remaining 

years of the century.Request was sent to Lisbon for sending a 

second ship every year to transport the cloths collected mainly 

from Balaghat by the merchants. 

46.For scattered references to ships going to Asia in AHU, India 
Ma~o 16A,26,34,35,36,47,76,81,101,143,146,166 etc.Also see 
HAG,MR 164C, fls,885-88., 164E,fl1337. 

47. Documents with cargo lists of ships are scattered in AHU,Macao 
cxa 7, Doc.18A,cxa 15. Doc.22,Cxa,16, Docs,16,17,13,Cxa,17, 
Docs. 20,23,18. Doc 1,Cxa.19. Doc 37,Cxa 23, Docs.31,32,etc. 
and HAG,Correspondencia de Macao vols. 1272, 1277 etc. 

48.AHU,India Maca 135, 10.4.1781. 
' 
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In fact it was the government in Lisbon that failed to support 

this increased amount of export passing through the port of Goa. 

Their failure to send the second ship hampered the trade form this 

port - as was pointed out by the Viceroy in 1788. C49J This was a 

problem that was faced now and again throughout the period. Even 

though two or sometimes even three ships did come to 

Goa,occasional failure prompted the merchants to arrange ships on 

their own to transport their goods to Lisbon. For this purpose 

they usually contacted Jacinto Domingos for the ships belonging to 

his company, constructed in the dock of Daman.In 1799, the 

merchants informerd the Crown that in the previous season 500 

bundles of cloths of Balaghat and Surat had accumaulated as no 

Sobrecarga could be found for the ship Marques de Marialva. In 

addition,they had another 650 bundles of cloths,450 that of pepper~ 

incense and cardamom ready.The So_t:,_~~~f9_?- of the ship Nossa Senhora 

da Conceicio had refused to load more than 400 of those bundles.So 
? 

they had to request the Crown to arrange a second ship through 

Jacinto Domi n•;JOS. In fact they pointed out the fr1gate, St. 
;:, 

F ransico Xavier could be at .. ran•;Jed for the pur pose~ the Kin•;;~ 
N ,( 

understood the necessity and gave the permission.[50JThe regulation 

of 1783 particularly, had a positive impact and succeeded in 

regenerating the trade from Goa to some extent. Even merchants 

from other places began to flock to this port.24 ships visited Goa 

between 1783-87 and transported huge amount of cloths to Lisbon. 

This also generated extra income from the customs revenue.The 

taxes in Goa customs alone amounted to xeraffins 4,33,998; 

4,50,322; 3,60,432; 5,52,557 and 4,22,476 in the years 1783 - 87. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
49. lbid. 7 Maco 155, Doc.2, 8.1.1788. 

' 
50. Ibid.z Ma~o 176,Doc.21,20.4.1800. 



90 
The pace however was not to last long. One immediate result 

was a glut and a consequent fall in the prices of the articles.The 

Governor in Goa,in letters dated 4 and 23 February and April ~1790 

pointed out the resulant lack of interest among Goan merchants to 

send goods to Lisbon any more. The Secretary of State, however, 

dismissed this as a temporary and passing phase.C51J 

The next Regulation of May 27,1789 also failed to satisfy 

the merchants.The latter were unhappy with the clause that reduced 

the rate of customs duties payable on the articles exported from 

Goa as well as from the other foreign po~ts of the coast.They 

argued that they would no more be in a position to compete in 

Lisbon, or to sell their articles at their price. Nor would any 

businessman come to Goa either to purchase from or despatch 

their articles through this port. After the payment of duties in 

the port they stood to lose a total 8 1/2% 

The rate of interest payable on the articles despatched 

from Goa and from outside Goa as per the two regulations of 1783 

and 1789 were as follows : C52J 

------------------------------------------------------------------

51.Same as 39 above. 

52.AHU,India Ma~o 145, cover reference 24.5.1789. 



Regulation of 1783 

A. Cloths despatched from Goa. 

1. For Consumption in Portugal. 

a. Not for use by the blacks 

b. For use by the blacks. 

2. For reexport to foreign countries 

a. Not for use by the blacks. 

b. For use by the blacks. 

B. Cloths despatched from Ports 
outside Goa. 

1. For Consumption within 
Portugal irrespective of 
whether for the blacks 
or not. 

2. For reexport to foreign 
countries irrespective of 
whether for the blacks or 
not 

Regulation of 1789. 

A. Cloths despatched from Goa. 

1. For consumption in 
Portugal 

2. For reexport to foreign 
countries. 

3. For reexport to Brazil 
and Coast of Africa 

B. Cloths despatched from Ports 
outside Goa. 
----------------------------
1.For consumption in 

Portugal 

2.For reexport to foreign 
countries 

3.For reexport to Brazil and 
Coast of Africa. 
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Tax in Percent 

In Goa. In Lisbon. 

8 1/2 29 

8 1/2 14 1/2 

8 1/2 9 

8 1/2 19 1/2 

29 

34 

8 1/2 29 

8 1/2 24 

8 1/2 17 

29 

24 

22 
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In a petition,signed by 20 local merchants,it was argued that the 

regulation of 1783,though not sufficient by itself was a step in 

the right direction.The trend was reversed by the order of 1789.In 

support of their petition,they referred to the yields from the 

customs duties of Goa that had already begun to show a downward 

trend. While the income was 2,84,244:2:30 xeraffins in 1788, it 

had already fallen to 1,76,291:1:14 in 1789.[53] 

The Secretary of State dismissed this complaint too. He 

pointed out the great amount of profit,as much as 60% that the 

merchants had made from the cloths exported from Goa.Goa alone was 

in a position to supply the products of Balaghat,so much in demand 

all over Brazil. He also pointed out the higher yield from the 

customs revenues in Goa. All this, he held had been made possible 

by the customs regulations in various phases. The losses mentioned 

by the merchants were temporary and not to be taken as final. C54J 

By participating in the Asian trade on a greater scale in 

the closing quarter of the century, Portugal only followed the 

general trend of the period. Indian cotton textiles and Chinese 

tea were the two most important articles carried by all the 

companies to Europe which the Portuguese too began to export on a 

larger scale. However, thanks to her cotton plantations in the 

fields of Brazil, she did not have to carry raw cotton from India 

which also was coveted by the others as an item of export. 

----------------------------------------------·---------------------
53.Ibid., Maca 160, Doc.53. 

' 

54.Same as 39 and 51 above. 
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However Portugal herself was faced with problems to absorb 

the imports that had increased as a result of the regulations. 

The Napoleonic wars, as an outside influence,eased to some extent, 

her problems,but even though the increased volume of trade continued 

till teh end of the wars.C55J problems began to appear as already 

mentioned,from as early as 1790.It recurred again in 1800.Documents 

suggest that around this period, piecegoods, which no longer could 

be exported, piled up in the Casa da India of Lisbon.ln 1800, 

there were seven ships engaged in business with Bengal, two were 

to leave Lisbon shortly, while two more had been captured by the 

enemies, four were in Malabar with one more ready to leave shortly 

and four were in the waters of China. The goods from the Asian 

ports stored in Lisbon,however,were enough for three to four years 

while those from Bengal would suffice for six to seven years and 

finally. those from Malabar and the port of Macao for about two 

years. So a question was raised in the court of Lisbon as to why 

then, would more ships be sent to Asia. C56J 

55.M.N.Pearson,'Goa based Seaborne Trade', p.171. 

56.AHU,lndia Ma~o 171, 4.12.1801, Ma~o,48, 11.11.1801. Even prior 
to this,in an undated but post 1783 document the merchants of 
Lisbon, interested in trade with Goa and Malabar had pointed 
out this problem in a petition made by them to the King. In it 
they explained that there was so much stock of the cloths of 
India in Portugal that it had become virtually impossible to 
sell them off without incurring some loss. This was 
particularly so for the cadeas of Balaghat which had to be sold 
at half the cost price in the ports of Brazil. Hence, they 
requested for the grant of the privileges of transhipment for 
the foreign ports which were finally granted to them.Maco 
2,cover reference post 1783, January 8. 
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In this period, even though Goa recovered,to so~e extent her 

importance in the colonial orbit of Portugal,the trade regulations 

failed to serve the purpose of reviving the importance of the 

port of Goa, as the centre of Asian trade. Rather,the boom merely 

exposed how Goa had really lost the feasibility of coming to the 

forefront in Asian trade. Despite the special advantages declared 

for trade from this port,it could no longer match the challenge 

put up by the ports of Malabar, Bengal and Coromandel.There was 

constant opposition, ultimately successful, fr6m the power groups 

and administration from other parts of Portuguese Asia, such as 

Macao to visit Goa. C57J Also, the general impression that one 

gets from the contemporary shipping list is that the Portuguese 

merchants fr~m Lisbon too were more interested in visiting the 

other ports of Asia than Goa as such. 

This was only natural in view of the items of trade in this 

period, none of which could be produced in Goa. Nor did Goa 

exercise political control over those areas, and nor did she have 

the resources to collect those articles in huge quantity to 

assemble them in the port of Goa and make it the entrepot from 

where they could be transported to Europe. This realisation was 

actually brought home to the court in Lisbon before the end of the 

century as is reflected in the legislation of 1800. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

57.This is discussed in chapter III below. 


