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CHAPTER- VI 

EXPERIENCING CAPITAL INVESTMENT 

6.1 NON AGRARIAN ECONOMY 

Trade and commerce 

In the accounts of Greek Merchants, dating from the first century AD brief 

reviews .of trade and industry of th~t period had survived. The .'Tej- Patra' (leaf 

of the Laurus leassia) of the 'Kiradia' Country was exported to Europe from the 

port of Tamralipta. At annual fair Chinese merchants exchanged silks for 

Tejpatra. 1 Historian Bushell said that there was a trade between China and India 

through Burma and Assam from the fifth century B C. The center spot of trade 

between Bengal and Kamarupa was Hadira Chowki, now in district of Goalpara, 

Assam.2 The Mohamedan historians have mentioned oranges, black-pepper, 

fragrant flowers, fruits, guava, opium, ganjas etc. as trade items. 3 They have also 

mentioned that the gold dust was collected from the sand of the Brahmaputra. Salt 

was not readily procurable and formerly pearl-oysters were found in the Karatoya 

river.4 

Lawrence Mercer and John Lewis Chauvet were appointed by British 

Government to enquire all the matter regarding Cooch Behar. They also 

highlighted the condition of trade and commerce in Cooch Behar State. 
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TABLE-6.1 

Quantity of imported and exported items of Cooch Behar State 

Imported Exported 

Commodity Quantity Commodity Quantity 

Salt 10,000 Rice 100000 

Gaur 3000 Tobacco 40000 

Iron Small Quantity Musterseeds 10000 

Opium Small Quant 

Source: Mercer and Chauvet Report, Coach Behar Select Records, Vol-II, 

pp.l49-151. 

All the evidences indicate the existence of a trading class in Cooch Behar at 

the time of 1596.5 Miss Collet mentioned when Raja Rammohan Ray was the 

Serestadar of Rangpur (1809-1814), Marwary merchants met at night meeting. 

Huge number of Jains and Marwaries trading Community lived there.6 Radha 

Krishna Bairagi mentioned "Kaiya Banik" in his book 'Gosaini Mangal. 7 

Marwary people here called Kaiya. According to Bhabani Charan 

Bandhyopadhya, most of the trading classes came from Jodhpur, Bikanir, 

Murshidabad, Delhi, Kanpur, Gujrat etc. 8 According to W.W. Hunter, "nearly all 

the Commerce of the State except such as is carried on at the weekly markets is in 

the hands of foreign merchants, chiefly Marwaris from Bikanir. Who bring more 
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energy and enterprise to the work than the Kuch Beharis usually possess". 9 

The migration of the trading class had been so thorough, that the political 

Agents were surprised to see that there was not a single class of people among the 

subjects of the Maharaja who were by profession traders. As a result, the entire 

trade and commerce of Cooch Behar State in the late 191
h century, was in the 

hands of British subjects. The traders of neighbouring districts controlled both the 

import and export trade of the state. These traders enjoyed complete freedom in 

carrying on their trade and were treated with great consideration by the 

administration of the State. 

Market 

Cooch Behar town was very important place of business. There was two 

important Bazar in Cooch Behar Town - Calicagunj Bazar and Toha Bazar 

(present name, Bhawaniganj Bazar). 10 Besides these, there were also so many 

Bunders and Hats scattered all over the State. The Bunders were the seats of trade 

and commerce where merchants permanently resided and had firms for the 

conduct of business. Mainly the Bunders were situated on big rivers, or by the side 

of public roads and command a large amount of traffic, both in word and out 

word. Primarily, Bunder was called a Hat. But the latter grow in importance, it 

began to draw larger traffic, and if the site was favourable with good means of 

communication by land or by water an experimental shop was opened by the side 

of the Hat by some enterprising men. With the spread of business, the space 
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around the Hat was gradually filled up and it became the Bunder. The place soon 

grew into a little rural town. The Bunders transformed in to a busy place of trade.11 

The number of important Bunders in the State was twenty-five. 12 Haldibari 

was the largest and by far the most important Bunder of Cooch Behar State. Other 

important Bunders were- MekhliganJ, Mathabhanga, Fulbari, Dinhata, Dewanhat, 

Kholta, Gosanimari, Shitai, Balarampur, Ghoramara, Natabari, Lalkuthi, 

Mahishkuchi, Maranga, Changrabandha etc. 13 A Hat was a public place of 

business lying with rural area, where people of the neighbourhood assemble on the 

days of the week for the purpose of buying and selling things of everyday use and 

mostly of local production. The site fixed for a Hat was generally shady and lies 

by the side of a public road or way. Things were brought to the Hat in carts or 

bhars. A bhar was a flat piece of bamboo placed across the shoulder with a load 

suspended from either end by means of a rope, in when the men used the bhar.14 

The commodities offered for sale were, rice, paddy, vegetables, dal, fish, oil, salt, 

sugar, sweets, dahi or card and chura etc. The average daily attendance varies 

from 100 to 3000 according to the importance of the Hat. Most of the Hats usalluy 

assembled at about 2 O'Clock in the after noon and stayed till night- fall.
15 

The total numbers of Hats in the State was 119 scattered in 1,204 Taluks 

with a total area of 1307 square miles. The proprietary right to the Hats vested 

directly in the state and it was leased out by auction to the highest bidder for a 

term of years. So Hats were important for internal trade of the State. 
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Annual Fairs 

Besides markets, regular annual fairs were organized at the seven major 

towns of the State - Cooch Behar, Tufanganj, Dinhata, Sitai, Mathabhanga, 

Mekhliganj and Haldibari. The most important was, of course, the fair of Rasyatra 

of Cooch Behar. It was held every winter (November- December) and lasted for 

15 days; it was largely attended (Probably 30,000 people). 16 They came from 

neighbouring district, and State like- Rangpur, Bagura, Dacca, Assam, Manipur 

etc. 17 Next in importance was the fair of Doljatra at Tufanganj town and it also 

lasted for 15 days. The large number of people (probably 2,500 people) assembled 

in Doljatra fair from different parts of the State. In this fair, articles to the value of 

Rs. 5000 and more were sold in one day. 

TABLE-6.2 

hnportant fairs of Cooch Behar State are given below -

Place Time Bengali month Occasion Duration Attendence 

Phalimari Aswin (October) Durgapuja 7 days 1500 

Gopalpur Phalgun (February) Sivaratri 5 days 2000 

Angarkata Phalgun (February) Dolyatra 5 days 5000 

Cooch Kartic (October) Rasyatra 15 days 30000 

Behar 

Balabhut Aswin (October) Durgapuja 5 days 4000-5000 

Bhandigalas Kartic (October) Rasyatra 15 days 400 
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Tfanganj Phalgun (February) Dolyatra 15 days 2500 

town 

Khalisa Aswin Durgapuja 5 days 2000 

Gosanimari 

Brahmanir Kartic (October) Kalipuja 7 days 2500 

chowki 

Simulbari Magh Phalgun Sannyasi 1 Month 10000-12000 

(February March) Thakurer 

Mel a 

Chaora hat Paush (December) Sankrantir 2 Months 500 

Mel a 

Mahamaya Aswin Durgapuja 5 days 500 

path 

Dinhata Phalgun Sivaratri 7 days 5000 

Bhogmara Paush Paush Mela 7 days 4000-5000 

Chan grab an Agrahayan Changraband 1 Month 5000 

dha haMela 

Jamaldaha Chaitra Barani Snan 1 Month 

Source: Durgadas Majumdar, West Bengal District Gazetteers, Koch Behar, 

pp.106 -113. 
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Import Trade 

The principal articles of impartance were the following: Salt, Dry chillis, 

Gur, Sugar, Brass, Copper utensils, Molasses, pulses, Spices, Cocoa-nuts, Betel

nuts, beads, dry fish, kerosene oil, wheat, Cloths, Rang, Cotton European Liquor 

opium, Ganja piece etc. 

There was no import duty of any kind in the state. Almost all the articles 

were brought from the neighbouring state and districts. The European Liquor was 

generally imported from Calcutta or Dacca, while opium from the neighbouring 

district.18 Dry fish was in great demand and a brisk trade was carried on in it all 

the year round. The wheat was chiefly used by the men who had been in the 

service of the Maharaja. The kerosene oil, piece-cloth, umbrella, and other fancy 

things also gradually began to enter into the interior of the state since the middle 

of 191
h century. 

The total value of import trade must have been considerable. According to 

W.W. Hunter the total estimate of imports in per annum was£ 90000 in 1872. 19 

But no statistics was ever maintained by the state officials from which this value 

could be ascertained. 

Export Trade 

The chief articles of export were the following: Tobacco, Jute, Musterd-oil, 

Rice, Forest products (timbers, thatching grass, canes, bamboos etc.). The most 

important export items were Tobacco and Jute, which were grown in aboundance 
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m the cultivation. The Tobacco and Jute were exported to the neighbouring 

districts and also to the European countries. 20 Timber, bamboos, canes etc. were 

exported to the neighbouring Brtitish Districts. Before the opening of railway, 

nearly the whole of both inward and out ward traffic used to be carried on by 

country-boats. The railways had considerably diverted the traffic and have almost 

monopolized the export of Jute. The chief Jute - exporting stations were 

Haldibari, Changrabandha, Chawrahat, Mathabhanga and the town of Cooch 

Behar; the principal tobacco centers were Mekhlganj, Mathabhanga, 

Shibpurbawra, Gosanimari and Chawrahat and the principal marts dealing in 

mustard-seeds and musterd-oil were Balarampur, Tufanganj, Ghoramara, 

Natabari, Ambari, Maruganj and Mahishkuchi. 21 

In the absence of statistics, the amount and value of the export trades of the 

country cannot be categorically stated. The extent of the export trade may be 

roughly estimated as below -

TABLE-6.3 

Name of the Articles Extent of Export 

Amount maunds Value 

Tobacco 4,00,000 20,00,000 

Jute 3,00,000 12,00,000 

Mustard seed 25,000 1,00,000 

Total 7,25,000 33,00,000 

Source: Durgadas Majumdar; West Bengal District Gazetteers, Koch Behar, 

pp.97-98. 
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Manufactured products 

The Cooch Behar state was once famous for its manufactured products. All 

sorts of articles made of Silk, cotton, Jute, bamboo, wood were manufactured in 

the State. There were Weavers, Goldsmiths, Blacksmiths, Carpenters, Washermen 

and others. 22 The items especially prepared were the following-

i) Silk-Fabrics 

A kind of rough and coarse silk was obtained from the endi worm, which 

was regularly reared for this purpose. These cloths were 24 inches wide and 9 feet 

long and these were used in winter period. The industry was confined to women 

and the market value was almost nothing. The endi-cloth was prepared mostly for 

personal wear. Cheap foreign cloths were, however, superior to these articles of 

native manufacture. 23 

ii) Cotton Fabrics 

During the pre-British period, the people of Cooch Behar State used to 

wear homemade clothes. But after that, when the State began the import of foreign 

cloths, the native industry completely died out and then the weavers began to 

make cloths of the kinds known as fota and patani, both plain and coloured, mostly 

worn by the females. 24 The gamcha or napkins were prepared by the native tantis 

were comparatively in demand. 
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iii) Jute Fabrics 

Mekhli and gunny are prepared from jute in different parts of the country, 

especially in the west, and there is still a brisk market for it. The finest production 

from jute was the mekhli as the coloredjutecolths ofMekhliganj.25 

There was large number of people who got involved m different 

manufacturing producing industry. The natives were born artists. They made 

stools, cots, moras and chairs, pipes, sunshades, sandals, fans, fine mats from 

bamboos and woods. The gold smiths or banias made silver-ornaments, necklace, 

mootha, foot or ear ring, noth or nose ring etc. Ghee, mustard oil, molasses were 

produced in Cooch Behar State. The State produced the best quality mustard oil in 

the whole Bengal. The large quantity of oil was exported to the districts of eastern 

Bengal by the merchants. 

Labour 

One of the peculiar features of the population structure of late 19the century 

of Cooch Behar was the absence of a distinct body of day labourers. When 

labourer was available there were some works, which a native would not do. 

Digging and carrying of soil were the foremost of these. For these works, the 

services of up-country Coolies had always to be needed. It was the domestic 

servants, farm labourers, and carpenters, who generally contributed their labour. 

The wages differed almost in every case, and were changed both by month and 

year. 
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TABLE-6.4 
Some wages are given below -

N arne of service wages per dien wages per mensen 

Rs As Rs. As Rs. As 

Domestic Servants ... . .... 1 8 to 4 0 

Farm Labourer 5 to 6 ............... . ............ 

Digger 4 7 8 

Thatcher ....... - -

Ordinary 4 to 5 7 8 to 9 8 

Expert 6 to 8 10 0 to 15 0 

Carpenter 6 to 8 10 0 to 15 0 

Source: Durgadas Majumdar, West Bengal District Gazetteers, Koch Behar, p.97. 

The domestic servants had to be paid monthly. The native servants agreed to 

work on yearly wages. In most of the cases the labourers worked on monthly 

wages or yearly wages. 

Prices of Agriculture Crops 

The main crops grown in the Cooch Behar State were aman and aus rice, 

Jute, Tobacco, mustard seeds, pulses, wheat, millets, kaon, makai (Indian com), 

sugar cane and vegetables. 26 The names of the principal crops cultivated in the 

Cooch Behar State, the time of cultivation, and market price of crops are given 

below-
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TABLE-6.5 

Name of Time of Average outturn Average value & 

crops cultivation & Bighain mound 

months 

Rs. A p 

Haimanti May to augurst 6 months 2 0 0 

paddy 

Bitri paddy Feb to march 7lf2 months 2 0 0 

Tobacco Sept to nov. 5 months 5 0 0 

Potato Do 12 months 1 4 0 

Jute April 5 months 4 0 0 

Mustard oil October 1 months 4 0 0 

Til August 1 4 0 0 

Wheat Oct. to nov 6 2 3 0 

Barley Do 6 2 8 0 

China January 6 1 8 0 

Kaon Do 8 2 0 0 

Pulses Aug. to sept. 3 3 0 0 

Arhar April 3 -

- Some - -

Source: Census Report 196l,Government of West Bengal District Census Hand 
Book, Cooch Behar. 
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Of all the crops tobacco was the most profitable. Next important crop was 

jute. Among the paddies the Bitri brought in a great income that the Haimanti, 

mustard seeds earned very little income. Tobacco and jute trade was thus more 

prosperous than that of the mustard seed. 

The magnitudes relating to yield rates (production per unit of land, hence 

on bighas) of the crops cultivated and harvested by the peasants from the 

agricultural fields of this territory were not available chronologically in the form 

of historical time series for the region of Rajas. Owing to this, table containing the 

data relating to yield rates of the crops of this place for the period, 1871-1872 to 

1949-1950 has been constructed with large information vacuum. However, the 

table amply allows one to state that the yield rates of paddy, jute and tobacco, the 

major crops of this place were not noticeably high during the stated period. Again 

the same table clearly demonstrates that the yield rates of paddy and jute declined 

in the same period. Yield rates in quintals per bigha of different crops in the Cooch 

Behar State-

TABLE-6.6 

Name of the crops 1871 - 1872 yield 1903 - 1904 yield 1949 - 1950 yield 
Rates Rates Rates 

Paddy 2.61 2.50 1.52 

Jute NA 1.86 1.58 

Tobacco NA 1.86 NA 

Source: Census Report 1961, West Bengal District Census Hand Book, Coach 

Behar. 
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Multiple cropping practices were not an exceptional phenomenon in Cooch 

Behar during this period. In this place, it was very much prevalent at that time. 

Although the idea about its extent for the period 1871-1872 to 1949-1950 could 

not be had on account of unavailability of relevant quantitative information, the 

principal or common manner of it can be understood from same qualitative 

information presented in the following excerpt: " Something two crops of rice, one 

of aus and one of aman, are obtained from the same land during the year; 

sometime also pulses are show on aman rice land in October and November 

shortly before the winter rice harvest, the pulses growing after the rice has been 

cut. China, a species of millet and kaon are also occasionally sown after the 

reaping of the aman arop; and aus rice is often grown as a seeond crop on land 

from which a crop of mustard seed has been already taken". 27 

6.2 Agrarian Economy 

The kingdom of Kamata -Koch Behar was pre-eminently agricultural since 

the dawn. The main source of income of Cooch Behar State was the land revenue. 

Large portion of people was dependent on agriculture. When Anglo-Koch treaty 

was concluded, inl773, the British entered in to the state and their first target was 

to improve the agrarian economy as early as possible. The corps raised by the 

people in this state may be divided in to the following five main groups. 28 
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Food grains 

1. Paddy a) Bitri b) Haimanti 

2.Wheat 3.Barely 4. China 5. Kaon 6. Pulses (variety type) 7. Makai 

Oil seeds 

1. Mustard seeds 2. Til 

Tobacco 

· ManufaCtural Crops: 

l.Jute 2.Shan 3.Reah 4.Sugar cane 5. Mootha. 

Roots and Bulbs 

1. potato 2. Onion 3. Garlic 4. Kadroo 5. Ada 6. Hatood 

All these crops are raised in every part of the state more or less 

degree. The principal crops of the State were Paddy, Tobacco,Jute,Mustard seeds. 

Paddy 

a) Bitri Paddy 

There were two Bitri crops early and late. The fust crop was seen at the 

beginning of Magh or middle of January and gathering began in June. The second 

crop was seen at the beginning in February and harvesting started in July or 

August. The total area where Bitri paddy grew was 255000 Bighas as distributed 

below-
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TABLE-6.7 

Name of Extent of early Extent of Total extent of 
Parganas Bitri cultivation ordinary Bitri Bitir cultivation 

in Bighas cultivation in in Bighas 
Bi2has 

Mekhliganj 3000 35000 38000 

Mathabhanga 3900 37000 34900 

Dinhata 2500 39000 41500 

Haldibari 5000 34000 39000 

Cooch Behar 4600 57000 61600 

Tufanganj 2000 38000 40000 

Total= 21000 234000 255000 

Source: S.C. Ghosal, A History ofCooch Behar, 1942, p.45. 

The total production of the entire State there fore was upto about 1912500 

mounds. The value of this amount was about 33,46,875 rupees. The figures of the 

different Parganas are given below-

TABLE-6.8 

Name of Parganas Total produce in Maunds Total value in Rupees 
Mekhliganj 261750 458063 
Mathabhanga 285500 498750 
Lalbazar 352250 544687 
Dinhata 251000 511875 
CoochBehar 462000 808500 
Tufanganj 300000 525000 

Total= 1912500 33,46,875 
Source: H.N.Chaudhury, The CoochBehar State and its Land Revenue 

Settlement,1903, p.75. 
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b) Haimanti Paddy 

There were two methods of the cultivation of Haimanti paddy. One was by 

at once sowing the seeds like the betri and other by first rearing the seedlings in 

separate piece of land and then transplanting them in the field. The total area of the 

cultivarion of the Hairnanti paddy was about twice the extent of the Bitri 

cultivation, as detailed below -

TABLE-6.9 

Name of Parganas Extent of Haimanti cultivation in 
Bighas 

Mekhliganj 75000 

Mathabhanga 95000 

Lalbazar 60000 

Dinhata 120000 

Cooch Behar 115000 

Tufanganj 59000 

Total= 524000 

Source: H.N.Chaudhury, The CoochBehar State and its Land Revenue Settlement, 
1903, pp.176-179. 

The through out of Hairnanti paddy was less than of bitri, and varied from 4 

to 8 Maunds a Bigha. The figures for the production and value of this crop for the 

different parganas are given below-
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TABLE-6.10 

Name of Parganas Produce in Maunds Value in Rupees 

Mekhliganj 450000 787500 

Mathabhanga 570000 997500 

Lalbazar 360000 630000 

Dinhata 720000 1260000 

CoochBehar 690000 1207500 

Tufanganj 354000 619500 

Total= 3144000 5502000 

Source: District Census Hand Book, 1951, Cooch Behar, p.52. 

The people of Cooch Behar were dependent upon rice as food. It could be 

seen that no protion of rice was to be exported 

Tobacco 

It is one of the principal crops of the State and that was proftable of all 

agricultural products of the people. Lalbazar was especially famous for the 

excellence of its tobacco. This crop was also very largely raised in Mekhliganj, 

Mathabhanga, and Dinhata and formed one of the staple agriculture products of 

those parganas. The traffic in tobacco was large and the people made a great deal 

of money by it. Tobacco was sent by boats to the neighbouring districts of Bengal 
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in large quantities. 29 The Burmese merchants annually took away thousands and 

thousands of tobacco from Mekhliganj and Lalbazar. 

The species of tobacco were growing in the state: ordinary and hamakoo. 

Cultivation of hamakoo was extensive in Mekhliganj. The people did not know 

how to cure the-leaves. The knowledge of tobacco curing would be of immense 

benefit to the State which grew excellent tobacco and in large quantities. The table 

given below shows the area of tobacco cultivation:(1900 AD) 

TABLE-6.11 

Name of Parganas First class Second class Third class Total 

Mekhliganj 1474 5220 5097 11791 

Mathabhanga 7477 15276 8624 31377 

Lalbazar 17935 8695 3080 29710 

Dinhata 2867 5484 3610 11991 

Cooch Behar 3364 7545 9035 19944 

Tufanganj 36 107 942 1085 

Total= 33153 42327 30418 105898 

Source: W. W.Hunter,A Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol-X, p.1 04. 

For the practical purposes 105898 bighas might had been taken annualy for the 

cultivation of tobacco. The production, values and net profits of cultuvatiors are 

given below-
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TABLE-6.12 

Name of Parganas Production of Value in Rupees Cultivatiors net 
tobacco in profit in Rupees 
maunds 

Mekhliganj 55000 275,000 137500 

Mathabhanga 155000 275000 387500 

Lalbazar 145000 725000 362500 

Dinhata 60000 300000 150QOO 

Cooch Behar 100000 500000 250000 

Tufanganj 5000 25000 12500 

Total= 520000 2600000 1300000 

Source: Annual Administrative Report of Coach Behar State, 1900-1901, p.42. 

Maharaja Kumar Jitetndra Narayan wrote in a book in 1915 on the subject 

of tobacco. He worte, " Tobacco is a principal crop of Cooch Behar; and with a 

view to introduce in the state scientific methods of curing as followed is other 

countries, under the instruction of my father His late Highness Maharaja Sir 

Nripendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur, (1863-1911) I went to Cornell university, New 

Yourk, where I specialized in agriculture for sometime; and to Cuba, West Indies, 

where I observed the method of the culture, curing and manufacture of the famous 

tobacco. Mr. Mazumdar (I. B. Mazumdar) was deputed by my father to 

accompany me in my tours, and to specialize in tobacco; the later visited the 
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different tobacco growing centres in Macedonia and Asia Minor, where the best 

Turkish tobacco comes from".30 

The experimental tobacco Farms at Nilkuthi and at Dinhata were started in 

1905-06. 31 Two hundred and seventy six Bighas of land were included in the 

Nilkuthi Farms and twenty Bighas in the Dinhata Farm. The annual grant for the 

maintenance of the two Farms was Rs. 18,000. The varieties of tobacco tried and 

grown in the farm were Virginian or American, Turkish and Cubian. The result in 

all cases had been successful and expert opinion had pronounced that the quality 

of the tobacco grown in the State farms was almost as good as grown in America. 

The highest price obtained was Rs. 60 per mound and the lowest price was Rs 25, 

while the average price per mound of State tobacco was Rs. 12 only. In July, 1912, 

Dinhata farm was the centre of the chief tobacco area in the State.32 

Jute 

Jute was one of the principal crops of the people of the State. It was largely 

grown in every part of the State. The Jute grown in the State had been fine fiber 

and was demand in Calcutta. The total area of Jute cultivation land of the whole 

State is given below-
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TABLE-6.13 

Name of Parganas Extent of cultivation of Jute in Bighas 
Mekhliganj 13000 

Mathabhanga 10000 

Lalbazar 9000 

Dinhata 14000 

CoochBehar 12000 

Tufanganj 7000 

Total= 65000 

Source: I.B.Mazumdar, How to improve Tobacco in India,1915, p.40. 

The out turn of a bigha of Jute varied from 4 to 6 maunds, giving an 

average of 5 maunds and the value of a maund was between Rs. 3 and Rs. 5. The 

figures have been given below showing the total production and values -

TABLE-6.14 

Name of Parganas Produce in Maunds Value in Rupees 

Mekhliganj 65000 260000 

Mathabhanga 50000 200000 

Lalbazar 45000 180800 

Dinhata 70000 280000 

Cooch Behar 60000 240000 

Tufanganj 35000 140000 

Total= 325000 1300000 

Source:Annual Administrative Report of Coach Behar State, 1911-1912, p.35. 
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Mustard seeds 

Mustard seed was one of the staple crops of Parganas. The gross production 

of a bigha of mustard seeds was 3 or 4 maunds. The area and the value are given 

below-

TABLE-6.15 

Name of Parganas Extent of cultivation in Bighas Total produces 
(maunds) 

Mekhliganj 3000 4500 

Mathabhanga 4000 6000 

Lalbazar 3000 4500 

Dinhata 5000 7500 

Coach Behar 13000 19500 

Tufanganj 12000 18000 

Total= 40000 60000 

Source: H. N. Chaudhury, Cooch Behar State and its Land Revenue Settlement, 
Coach Behar,l903, p.77. 
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