
CHAPTER- V 

Political thought of Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

Political thought of Gopal Krishna Gokhale : 

Introduction : 

After the prolonged discussion about the formative, social idea and the situation, which 

influenced and bound Gopal Krishna Gokhale to think about the country, a major idea 

of his i.e. the political idea is necessary to discuss. 

Nature of his idea : 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale was not a political philosopher in the sense in which term is 

generally used. He did not give any such light on his thought, which should be regarded 

as the term 'philosophy'. He was not the explorer of any thought which relating to the 

state and social but his idea was mainly on the basis of the transformation of India. He 

did not give any essay on liberty or left any written document on principles of political 

obligation. He only influenced the politics of India and gave lesson to his countrymen. 

His speeches and writings was the good constitutional wisdom, pure and not polluted. 

Gokhale took the possession before hand about the current issues of his day, he 

compelled to everybody to think about liberalism and this issue and his continuous 

appeal towards the Governmer.:, took him far in advance in comparison to others. 

Though there have some similarities in the writings of great Indian liberal like Sir. P. S. 

Sivaswamy Aiyar, his thought and writings on political question were deserved special 

mention. 

Difference with Burke : 

Gokhale's writings also compared with Burke. He was also influenced by the 

inspiration and ideas. Because th~ main theme of the writing of Gokhale and Burke was 
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almost same. Both of them constantly said about the contemporary issues and also about 

the principles of Government. Though, both of them were generates speaking about the 

contemporary issue, to some extent there were some differences between them. Gokhale 

was not like Burke that who always habituated himself in uncontrolled rhetoric. He was 

a good debater. He in his speech directly criticised the Government and what he said in 

his speech was not possible for the British to void it. His speech was a real fact and 

purely on the basis of Government official record. Not only that, Gokhale had a power 

of capability to make it understand the plan and programme of the opponent. He could 

explain the plan of opponent clearly in front of the public and he will not give any 

chance to the Government to void it. This type of outlook could not find in the Burke's 

v1ew. 

Source of political thought ofGokhale: 

It is true that every political philosophy had a root and generally the experience of men 

and contemporary society played an important role in this fact. 

In this question, Gokhale was not exceptional. The western idea played an important 

role and it stirred the mind of Indians. The traditional thought was prevailing in India 

_till about the middle of the 18th century. When the wind of western thought had swaged 

in the mind of the India, it was remarkable for far changing in the Indian's mind and 

from this circumstances, we found a radical change in the political thought of men and 

Gokhale was also among them. 

Impact upon Gokhale : 

The first and most important idea. which put an impact on Gokhale, was the idea of 

progress. Generally, it was found that traditional Hindu society was bounded by its 

status, caste and creed and abides by some rules and regulation. It was nothing but the 

Dharma. It helps to prevent any contact or combination for a common purpose, though a 

number able castes and sub castes lived in a common platform. But only a development, 

which was found in the mind of the Hindus, was the progress of individual soul. The 



162 

western thought tried to credit this type of traditional bondage. The western thought 

imparted to the Hindu society to do the any type of work collectively with help of 

knowledge and power thorough, which the men can reach easily to their goal. This 

thought also influenced the society and also to the Government. It was true that, it 

should be the duty of the Government to abide by the opinion of the mass. The 

Government should do not do any thing which was adverse to the mass. For, the 

improvement of the state and society, the Government should work jointly at his level 

best and no compromise with adverse issue. 

Secondly, about the question of existence of the Government, the Government had a 

restriction and limits of power, which was based on individual think or the think of 

society. On the other way, the Government's duty only to look after the interest of the 

common men and it's power should restricted when the work of the Government will go 

against of it. 

Thirdly, the Government should be impartial. Not only that the Government should not 

look after any interest of any individual or any particular society on the basis of caste or 

religion or make any other consideration to any group. Indirectly the Government does 

not stand for particular any one and it helps to emerge the idea of secularism. 

Finally, the western thought helps to think to the man that they are not guided by 

cosmic force. Man i.e. inciividual has a power to make his fate himself only, not by the 

help by any spiritual guiciance. In other words they are free and they have a right to 

enjoy the freedom. As a result of it all men are politically equal and this political idea 

put a revolutionary impact upon the society. 

Moreover, the year 1866 was remarkable because, this year was the year after 1857. 

The British Government realised the total grievance of the Indian and planned to make 

future plan to satisfy the Indians by establishing a number of universities in India, with 

the intention, through which the Government should impart the western education and 

try to make a number of educated class in the society. Introduction of Railways, which 
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helps. the Indians to move from .l.)ne part to another quickly, which helps them to 

exchange their idea and as result of it, the congress, a political party emerged as result 

of the contribution of the British. Thus, in this sense, Gokhale was the son of 

intellectual who quickly influenced or bound to influence when he came into contact 

with liberal idea of the west. 

Finally, the Government realised their fault. To rectify themselves, they now realised to 

consult with organized grouped through the council act of 1861, they now began to 

include the Indians in the legislative assemblies. 

Political idea of Gopal Krishna Gokhale : 

Influence on bureaucracy : 

Moreover, there are three factors, which figure prominently in Gokhale's speeches. 

These are given below: 

Firstly, his political idea effect by seeing the condition of bureaucratic power in India 

formed by the British was totally inactive regarding the public matter and it should be 

clear to Gokhale, when he addressed the first public meeting at Kolhapur 1866. Though 

congress was an infant, Gokhale realised the main theme of the conservative section of 

the British people. He also found the soulless character of this system. 

Secondly, the bureaucracy played like a guardian in the society. What the officials 

found good, they will do it without asking any body and not pay any heed any attention 

towards the public sentiments. Not only that, the promise of Indianization of services, 

which was promised by the Government in 1833 Charter Act and was repeatedly said in 

Royal Commission never implemented by the Government. As a result of this policy, a 

number of educated Indian lost their opportunity to participate in Government services. 

It also gave birth of frustration among them and their views about the Government also 

effected in the political movement in India. 
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Thirdly, the huge expenditure on military and bureaucracy, after the great muting 

affected the Indian economy as witnessed by the educated Indians. The people felt this 

type of expenditure as a useless expenditure of the Government. 

These factors were main responsible for making a path for Gokhale's political activities 

and political thought. 

Gokhale 's views on public, private and public services : 

In the 19th century, there was a remarkable change in Indian freedom movement. 

Gradual emergence of Indian educated class and also gradual growth of nationalism, 

bound to influence Gopal Krishna Gokhale's political life. It was now necessary to 

think about his view regarding public life. Gokhale found the two divisions in the 

society. One who were occupying a middle position i.e. failed to protest against 

bureaucratic people and the others ,vere powerless mass of the country and taking this 

opportunity the Government rested in safe position and people lost inspiration to do 

good for the country. Not only that the public failed to bring any noticeable change in 

the society. In a lecture on public life in India, Gokhale put his views about public life. 1 

Meaning of public life : 

Gokhale believed that the large amount of public participation, in public work. The 

people who are willing to participate in puhlic work for changing the society. 

Otherwise, the term 'public work' was meaningless. Thus, the public life had two 

characteristic features: One, it should formed for public work and other, to participate to 

fulfil it's aim and it should be meaningful when, the people at first left their personal 

interest and tried to bring the society into democratic pattern. According to Gokhale, 

India was far behind in comparison to west about the organizing the public life. In the 

west, the political situation was different. 
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Compare with Greece : 

There, the people got the political liberty i.e. maximum participation public work. 

There, the people should fully utilized his ability and tried to fulfil their responsibility. 

Gokhale tried to compare by difference the public and private life and to do it he took 

the help of ancient Greek.2 In ancient Greek, the public and private life are in advance. 

To, see it, one can easily come into the conclusion, that here should be some indigenous 

element of concept of public life. Political liberty in Greek was pure and selfless and 

this there was an important factor in Gokhale's political thought. 

Nature of public life in India : 

Regarding the public life in India, Gokhale said, "Plant of new growth in this land and 

you must not, therefore, expect a very tender plant to have that strength which you find 

in more sturdy growth. "3 According to him, public life was depended mainly on the 

participation of all sections of society, specially the educated classes. He became sad to 

see the pathetic dependence of educated people on Government services, he said, "you 

remember that the expression 'public service' has been used in the past to represent 

Government service. A man in public service means usually a man who is an official. 

All that has to alter for our people now. The meaning of public service now for our 

people should be voluntary service in the interest of fellow beings. Government service 

must be dethroned from the place which it has held in our hearts all these years ... "4 

In this condition, regarding the responsibility of the people should be higher where the 

people were totally. inactive about their rights. But Gokhale did not find any think 

among the educated Indians. Gokhale also said, "he would not be sorry, if this 

(scrambles for Government employment) ceased; educated men must strike out 

independent careers for themselves. University men should give up all thought of 

personal advancement and devote themselves in a spirit of sacrifice to the service of the 

motherland."
5 

Gokhale found that there were some drawbacks in the society. The 

society was divided by the number of divisions and subdivisions, which played an 
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important role for obstructions to fulfil the utility of public life. In fact there were no 

discipline and the society who totally based on and the society who totally based on 

traditional thinking. As a result of it, public life in India lacked the capacity to organize 

them in one platform. Gokhale in this way criticised the Hindu society due to the 

existence of a number of divisions and the main reason behind it that he knew 

everything by acquiring the knowledge of western thought. In the social matter, 

Gokhale noticed a prohlem. Gokhale found that the bureaucratic power was surrounded 

the social fact and it was very difficult for public to get free themselves from this set of 

bureaucratic power. In such a condition Gokhale also bound himself to protest against 

the Government and played as a national leader. 

Definition of public leader : 

Gokhale also gave the definition of public leader. According to him, a public leader 

should be free from any type self interest and taking no account of ~~suit what everyone 

should expect after completion of any work. It was possible, when political education 

should educated the people. Thus, once Gokhale made a complain to his political Guru 

Ranade: What is the good of taking all this trouble and submitting these memorials, if 

Government do not care to say anything more than that they have noted the contents of 

our letter?"
6 

But in reply Gokhale was received a good lesson about public leader. 

Ranade said, "You do not realize our place in the history of our country. These 

memorials are nominally addressed to Government, in reality they are addressed to the 

people, be done for many years without expecting any result, because politics of this 

kind is a! together new in this land. Besides, if Government note the contents C'f what 

say, even that is something."7 This speech put a great impact in Gokhale's mind and 

when he himself gave a speech on 181
h March 1912 about elementary education Bill in 

the imperial council, the theme of Ranade was repeated rapidly. He said, "My lord, I 

know that my Bill will be thrown out before the day closes. I make no complaint. I shall 

not even feel depressed" ... "Moreover, I have always felt and have often said that we of 

the present generation in India, can only hope to serve our country by our failures. The 

men and women who will be privileged to serve her by their success will come later. 
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We must be content to accept cheerfully the place that has been allotted to us in our 

onward March . . . it may be that this anticipation will not come true. It may be our 

efforts may not conduce even indirectly to the promotion of great cause which we all 

have at heart and that they may turn out after all to be nothing better than the mere 

ploughing of the sands of the seashore. But, my lord, whatever fate awaits our labours. 

One thing is clear, we shall entitled to feel that we have done our duty and where the 

call of duty is clear, it is better even to labour and fail than not to labour at all."8 

Need of social integration : 

According to Gokhale, the reason of failure to make such a condition was mainly due to 

the in activeness of the masses and to solve the problem, it was necessary for changing 

society. But the problem was that social change in the society was very slow and the 

lack of co-operation was also responsible for it. So, to fulfil the condition, actually what 

was called public life, was the social integration and to fulfil it. Gokhale also 

recommended three aspects when he was speaking on the work before us at Allahabad 

on 4th February 1907: Firstly, to improve the condition by improving the close contact 

among the different sections of the Indian community between the Hindus and the 

Mohammedans and also among the different sections of the Hindu community. 

Secotldly, improvement of a stronger and higher type of characters firm of purpose and 

disciplined in action. 

Last~y, try to rouse the feeling of nationalism among the Indians through out the whole 

country. Not only that simultaneously, he advised to countrymen to discard everything; 

this was the good opportunity by forgetting everything, every one should be equal and 

tried to rise the feeling of serving motherland and also spread political education among 

the people. 
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Political view of Go pal Krishna Gokhale about the Government : 

Main features of a good Government : 

Regarding the political view about the good Government, Gokhale delivered speech in 

the imperial Legislative Council on the employment of Indians in the public service, 

explained the main features of a good Government. Regarding the feature of the good 

Government, his first opinion that the Government should be continuously progressive, 

secondly the thought, the Government should do work for moral and material 

improvement of the people, thirdly, he hoped the larger anticipation of people in local 

affairs and lastly, the services should be indianized. 

View about the function ofthe Government: 

Gokhale also said about the function of the Government. He said the Government 

should have the capacity to solve the any problem, which will be coming in front of the 

Government. Not only that, the good Government will not stop any return works which 

will create the popular discontent and the Government should not have any limit. In the 

closing time of his budget speech in 1908 Gokhale warned: "whatever reforms are taken 

in hand let them be dealt with frankly and generously. And, my lord, let not the words 

'too late' be written on every one of them. For while the Government stands 

considering, hesitating, receding, debating within itself 'to grant or not to grant, that is 

the question' -opportunities rush past it which can never be recalled. And the moving 

finger writes and having write, moves on."9 

Gokhale 's stress on mass education : 

About the moral and material improvement Gokhale did not believe the only 

improvement of the external condition of the people I.e. the essential lines of 

communications, the railways, post and telegraph. He always gave the advice of the 

improvement of mass education because for Gokhale to bring the change in the static 

climate in the society; education was the only source of light which may be showed the 
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light of knowledge which will help the country to go far in advance. To discuss about 

the value of elementary education Gokhale said in 1912 in his elementary education 

Bill. 

"No one is so simple as to imagine that a system of universal education will necessary 

mean an end to our ills, or that it will open out to us a new heaven and a new earth ... 

Poverty will not be banished because illiteracy has been removed and the need for 

patriotic or philanthropic work will not grow any the less. But with the diffusion of 

universal education the mass of countrymen will have a better chance in life. With 

universal education there will be hope of better success for all efforts, official or non

official, for the amelioration of the people - their social progress, their moral 

improvement, their economic well being. I think, my lord, with universal education, the 

mass of the people will be better able to take care of themselves against the exactions of 

unscrupulous money lenders or against the abuses of official authority by petty men in 

power." 10 

Impact of western education : 

About the spreading of higher education, Gokhale said that the western education was 

playing a great role for making the modern India. He explained the utility. He 

repeatedly quoted his speech which was explained through 'The Indian Act (1903), 'not 

much encouragement of learning as the liberation of the Indian mind from the thraldom 

of the old - world ideas and the assimilation of all that is best in the life and thought and 

character of the west ... For this all western education is useful.' "Another reason for 

emphasisement about the western education Gokhale said with the help of the western 

education people of India got the lesson of European history which help them to know 

the democratic idea. 

People's share in Government : 

The best characteristic feature of a good Government, according to Gokhale was the 

people's share in the administratior .. in local affairs. Gokhale realized the drawbacks of 



170 

the centralized bureaucracy. Thus, he ·always supported the decentralization in 

administration and as a result, he supported municipal Government, the establishment 

of district advisory councils and inspired people to join in the lower level of 

administration. According to his, the Government should be set up accordingly on the 

statement, which was submitted to the Royal commission on decentralization, presided 

by Charles Hobhouse, the financial secretary of treasury. Gokhale also said regarding 

the real vitality of administration in the imperial Legislative Council on January 1912 

that "The real vitality in the district administration could not be secured by mechanical 

process of delegation of powers to the collectors. Gone were the days when the 

collector could hope to exercise his authority in the spirit of benevolent autocrat." 12 The 

main reason behind it, Gokhale analysed it and said that the spread of western education 

and continuous criticism by the vernacular press had made the established pattern of 

district administration an anachronism. So, to eradicate it it was the first duty to re

vitalized the whole administration and gives the opportunity to the common people to 

participate in the administration. This was the only idea of Gopal Krishna Gokhale but 

not his political thought. 

Supporting of local selfGovernment: 

Gokhale always supported the local self Government. He read the philosophical thought 

of John Stuart Mill. He spoke on Mofussil Municipalities Bill in the Bombay 

Legislative Council on 1ih February 1901 and pressed on Government to set up local 

self Government; following theline of Mill. The main aim of Gokhale's political view 

is now clear that he wanted to import the political education to the masses through the 

increasement of participation in the local administration. In his concluding stage of his 

speech on royal commission on decentralization, Gokhale pleaded to bring the 

Government near to the people. Thus he said, "the car of administration should not 

merely rollover their bodies ... they themselves should be pern1itted to pull at the 
,13 d d . . . ropes. an to o It, It was necessary for more usmg the vernacular and more 

participation in public in administration. Another words. the public must have an 

interest in the administration. 
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Indianization of service : 

The fourth characteristic feature of the good Government was to make service into 

Indianization. This is now very important for today what Gokhale observed, is very 

important. He already criticized the emergence and very much importance of 

bureaucracy. Only the foreigners made the bureaucracy and its development was only 

for limited people, just like in the old age the superior Brahmins had taken their place 

and as a result of this policy, in the society there was a division. Division, which was 

made due to the existence this caste system. After the mutiny, it became clearer which 

strained the relationship between the British and the Indians. 

Criticism of Gokhale about British policy : 

Gokhale, a number of times criticised the British policy. He tried to point out the 

various problems, which was faced by the Indian. The exclusion of Indians from public 

service created a lot of problems and also has a great evil impact upon society. Due to 

this policy of the British Government, the efficiency of the people was deforesting and 

indirectly it tried to dwarf the race it was due to only the misuse of manpower in the 

administration. The young generation lost their confidence upon Government. They 

were not getting any scope to join in the Government, which bound them to join, in 

mass movement against the Government. Gokhale new very well that, if the British 

Government failed to change their policy (to see the Indian equally) i.e. what they 

promised the Charter Act of 1833 and the royal proclamation of 1858; it was not 

possible for them to prevent any type of protest. 14 The att~tude of the educated Indians 

should never be changed, if the British continued the policy of extension of the Indians 

from the legitimate rights of obtaining the high officials posts in their own land. 15 In 

1905, Gokhale in his budget speech, a number of times criticised the British policy, 

"asked a question of education and moral being involved in our exclusion from most of 

the offices in the special departments, is it really intended to be conveyed that among 

the thousands and thousands of educated Indians who are ready to seek employment 

under the state, even a few can not be found possessing the necessary education and 
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moral character or qualified to exercise the desired degree of r-;~ponsibility. "16 Not only 

that Gokhale also made an argument on the moral effect of the exclusion of younger 

Indian from the service. In 1903, in his budget speech Gokhale said, "Higher branches 

of the public service of their own country is one which is intimately bound up, not only 

with the cause of economic administration, but also with political elevation of the 

people of India. There is no other country in the world where young men of ability and 

education find themselves so completely shot out from all hopes of ever participating in 

the higher responsibilities of office." 17 

Importance of public participation : 

In addition, Gokhale also added something for making a good Government. Gokhale 

thought that the Government had the duty to look after the interest of the common 

people. To listen their problems and understand their sentiments are the duty of good 

Government. A foreign Government must do it and to rule over alien it should be the 

duty of Government, to consider every thing on the 'Indian point of view.' This, 

Gokhale always stressed on popular consultation and gave importance of district 

advisory council. He also recommended some things, which will bring the Government 

close to the people. But the advisory committee had some problems to bring them near. 

These were, (1) The officials wanted to the people a system of informal consultation, so 

that they could consult whom they wanted and whenever required without being bound 

by rules. (2) It was difficult to know who were the real representatives of the people. (3) 

Administrative efficiency would suffer. ( 4) The time had not yet come for continuous 

formal consultation. 

But Gokhale answered everyone charges time to time through his speech on the district 

advisory councils. Gokhale also pointed out the demerits of 'informal consultation' of 

the Government with the people. Gokhale also pointed out that the Indians had a 

drawback they always wanted to get official favour to the British by supplying the 

information, which would please the Government. These people were generally had no 

character, harmful to the society and gradually introducing themselves near to the 
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Government, creating a bad impact upon Government. To clear these entire problems, 

the Government had to consult with the people by formal way and consult with 

responsible and sensible man. 

Result of non-participation of People in the Government : 

The educated and responsible section of the people did not accept the policy, which was 

taken by the government. Thus Gokhale put his opinion, "Of you keep them out of 

administration, they will soon become mere critics of the administrations. Now the 

limits of fair criticism are soon reached, after which there can be only unfair criticism. 

If you have a large section of the community in the position of mere critics, fair 

criticism being soon exhausted and unfair criticism having set in, each succeeding critic 

tries to go one better than each preceding one and the criticism passed tends daily to 

become more and more unfair. 18 

Gokhale also described the un-healthy condition of the government. The Britishers 

wanted to found democracy where there was no existence of public participation. 

Secondly, instead of good criticisms, the government received irresponsible criticism 

from such a people who are only showing outwardly that they had sympathy to the 

government. Thus, in such a condition if the ·people criticized the British go"ernment, it 

should not be very harmful to the governments nor it lost its prestige. So, what the 

definition of the 'Constitutionalism', was not found at present in the government. Thus, 

to avoid criticism, the Britishers should have the duty to give more opportunity to the 

Indians. Gokhale had sincere faith on the greater imagination of the English rulers 

which also influenced at first in the educated mind and such a psychological approach 

could prepare the foundations of "the fusion of interest" between the British and the 

Indians and thus this was the reason why Gopal Krishna Gokhale condemned the 

British bureaucracy and support for local-self government. He uttered with emphasis 

against the rough and oppressiveness of the bureaucracy. He also requested to the 

government to change the mode of administration of bureaucracy and tried to maintain 

the western standard in the country. 
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Gokhale 's advise for moral and material advancement 'IJ the government : 

Gokhale was disturbed by the rise of feelings of tension in the country. He, in the 

Imperial Legislative Council in 1906, placed a seven-point scheme for the moral and 

material advancement of the Indian people. These are given below: 

(i) the reduction of the state demand upon land specially in the Uttar Pradesh, 

Bombay and Madras; this would be a measure to provide some relief against the 

prevailing agricultural depression; 

(ii) to rescue the agriculturists from the load of crushing debts; 

(iii) the establishment of Agricultural Bank like the ones introduced in Egypt by 

Cromer; 

(iv) to make primary education free in all schools throughout the country; 

(v) irrigation and scientific agriculture; 

(vi) promotion of agricultural and technical education in the country; 

(vii) to foster sanitary improvement. 19 

Need of Decentralization and His Suggestions : 

Gokhale carefully studied the economic and political condition of the country and he 

made responsible the British Bureaucratic Pattern of administration. Decentralization is 

essential for over all improvement of the country. Thus decentralization is one of the 

primary themes of a philosophy of political rights. Centralization in the politics, 

administration was equivalent to monopoly pattern of government. He thus, recognized 

the necessity of decentralization and wanted the check on the actions of the bureaucracy 

on the spot. 
20 

He always said that to fulfil the object of the provincial decentralization, it 

was at first necessary to enlarge the body of provincial councils and were also given to 

discuss the provincial budget. 

He had an interest to recommend the formation of Advisory District Councils to advise 

collector on questions of district administration. Gokhale, in his evidence before 

Hobhouse Decentralization Commission on March 7, 1908 recognized the necessity of: 
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i) y;nage Panchayats at the bottom, 

ii) District Councils at the intermediate level; and 

iii) Reformed Legislative Councils at the top.21 

Gokhale 's view on student and politics : 

Gokhale, to solve all of the problems, called the students to participate m 

administration. In 1909, on 91
h October, Gokhale made a speech on student politics. 

Through his speech Gokhale analysed the genesis, achievements and failures of the new 

school of political thought. He thought that there were three factors, which were 

responsible for the emergence of a new school. 

i) Prevalence of a scene of "gloom" and frustration among the people during the 
later part of Curzon's Vice-Royalty; 

ii) apparent failure of the Indian National Congress to achieve Constitutional and 
Administrative reforms; and 

iii) absence of "political judgement" among a large number of people resulting in 
the acceptance of "ready-made opinions." He said, "The bulk of the recruits of 
the new school came from the ranks of our students, and though many of the 
elderly adherents of that school have, by now, been more or less disillusioned 
about practicality of their programme, I fear its hold over its student followers is 
still as strong before. 22 

Gokhale frankly admitted that the new school taught patriotism, sacrifice and self-effort 

ness. But unfortunately, it was "directed to destruction of the very foundations of the 

old public life of the country,"23 and its chief weakness was that ascribed all the troubles 

in the country "to the existence of a foreign government in the country," thereby 

ignoring the consideration of a problem in historical perspectives. 2 ~ 

Gokhale read the paper 'East and West' in Universal Races Congress, held in 1911 m 

London. After reading that Gokhale pleaded for the change of Indo-British relation with 

international change. Japan, China, India, Russia. Turkey and Egypt were rising again 

along with the change of international change. In such a condition England should fulfil 
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how commitment which she was committed in fror<: of Indians i.e., more representation 

in administration. In his Budget speech of 1906 Gokhale had also referred to the 

changed political climate the East : "A profound change has taken place in the general 

position of Asiatic politics. The triumph of Japan in the late war has ensured peace in 

Middle and East Asia. The tide of European Aggression India had been rolled back for 

good. The power of Russia had been broken, her prestige in Asia was gone, She had on 

her land faced much troubles to think about to trouble others for years to come."25 

Furthermore, the British administrative personnel in India had to be imbued with 

sentiments of conscientious and purposeful responsibility for the realization of the good 

of the people. The British officials in India were to be representative of her best 

traditions and heritage. In the Indian world, their behaviour ought to be governed by 

Canons of propriety and decency, otherwise, antipathetic reactions were bound to be 

generated. "26 

Responsibility of person : 

Regarding responsibility Gokhale was very senous. In his address on 'Students and 

Politics' he said, "Responsibility alone will steady our judgements and control the 

restlessness of our patriotism. Where responsibility has to been conferred, as in 

municipal matters, students feel no interest before their time. As we cease to fill the role 

of mere critics of the administration and are admitted to a participation in the 

responsibilities of Government, our politics will advance from the sentimental to the 

responsible stage, and the precocious interest at present felt in it by our young men will 

tend to disappear'' 

Importance of Press : 

To maintain the democratic pattern of government Gopal Krishna Gokhale stressed on 

the importance of newspaper. He criticised the secret tendency of the government. But 

he also said that the criticism by press was only the way of outward check on the 

officials who actually possessed, absolute and uncontrolled power. It was also true the 
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government by applying his power should not stop, power the mouth of newspaper for 

collec~ing information, he also said that there were some demerits of newspaper. 

Because by publishing some important circulars it assured the government not to 

publish the important newspaper. 

From the standpoint of the government it was good, because, the government should 

keep up everything secret and it would save their interest. But in the other words, it 

would hamper the interest of the Indians because they were now abstaining from 

knowing everything from the newspaper. Not only that, the newspaper had played also 

as a guardian in the society and if any repressive rules launched by the government, it 

should be gone in favour of government ain favour of Indians. Not only that the 

peoples' view upon government will bow down if the people know the official secrecy 

of the government through newspaper. 

Role of 'Official Secret Act' and Protest of it : 

Gokhale also criticised the 'Official Secrecy Act' through which the government put a 

ban upon people not move or visit the public offices without proper authority. With the 

help of this, the government tried to snatch the freedom of public and this act vested a 

dangerous amount of powers in the hands of the lower ranks of the police 

administration. Thus, Gokhale, in his speech on l i 11 January 1912 drew attention to the 

threats to the privacy of citizen from the activities of the Criminal Investigation 

Department, which was manned, for the most parts by men of low character. 

Gokhale 's view on the activities olthe government : 

Gokhale was generally influenced by western liberatism and in his works in social as 

well political affairs it was very much found. Actually, he was influenced at first by his 

political 'guru' Ranade and latter on by western education. Western liberalism was thus 

found in his every step. He found that the main role, which was performed by the 

government, was only the transformation of society on progressive time and on the 
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other strengthening economic condition of the society. Dew to the nnder-developed 

country, the government had an extra load of duty to do it. 

Industrial condition and view of Gokhale : 

Regarding industrial condition of the country, he was very much influenced by the 

writings of Frederic List. He made powerful and persuasive plea for the protect of infant 

industry. Gokhale explained in detail the idea of List in his speech on the import duty 

on sugar. On 09.03. 1911, Gokhale suggested imposing high protective tariff by the 

government and if it was not possible by the government, the government should 

appoint a Committee to investigate the conditions of industry and think about the means 

to improve its condition. 

Causes of social and economic weakness and remedy of ir : 

In the field of education, Gokhale also emphasised to the government to introduce a 

compulsory elementary education and the establishment of institute for the promotion 

of the industrial and technical education to look after the real weakness of industry i.e .. 

economic condition and on the other the society. Gokhale analyse the causes of it. 

According to him, it was mainly responsible for the lack of interest of public and a total 

absence of private and voluntary efforts and secondly, was the unwilliugness of Indian 

bureaucrats who were unwilling to give finances to raise the industry. 

Duel themes ofGokhale about the roll ofgovernment: 

Though the government had no interest here. to promote industry in India, Gokha!e 

protested against it but this was not also willing to launch boycott programme of the 

British goods. He knew very well that the Indians were still now incapable to produce 

more and more goods, which would meet the demand of the country. So, the boycott of 

goods by the Indian was sheer madness as was described by Gokhale. The building of 

national school and colleges also over the countries out of private resources will take 

times. Thus, on the part of people, it was better to wait. In this context Gokhale said. 
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that the more thoughtful advocates of national education, urged not the destruction, but 

the supplementing of the work done by government in the field of education, Gokhale 

had two problems : one, the unwillingness of bureaucracy and their policy of 

destruction of people's agitation and the other was the nationalists who were showing 

like a behave of uncultured and undulated political aspiration for destroying of 

foreigners (the Britishers). Gokhale said it was necessary now to cooperate with 

government. 

Duel themes of Gokhale about the role of Government: 

Though the Government had no interest here, to promote industry in India, Gokhale 

protested against it but he was not also willing to launch Bvycott programme of the 

British goods. He knew very well that the Indians were still now incapable to produce 

more and more goods, which would meet the demand of the country. So, the Boycott of 

goods by the Indians was sheer madness as \Vas described by IJokhale. 'fhe building of 

national school and colleges all over the countries out of private resources will take 

times. Thus, on the part of people. it was better to wail. In this context Gokhale said, 

that the more thoughtful advocates of national education. urged not the destruction. but 

the supplementing of the work done by Government in the field of education. Gokhale 

had two problems one, the unwillingness of bureaucracy and their policy of destruction 

of people's agitation and other v.-as the nationalists who were showing like a behave of 

uncultured and untutored political aspiration for destroying of foreigners (the British). 

Gokhale said it was necessary now to co-operate with Government. 

It was not meaning that Gokhale was suppot1ing the Government. He never forgets the 

will of the people. He was guided by \\·estern liberalism. So. his support to the 

Government was not meant. 

Support q( competent Europeans to expand education: 

He underestimated the demand of the public. He emphasised on the gradual 

development of the necessary skill in every field of national activity. The first duty of us 
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was to train the people and making themselves reliant and secondly for self-dependency 

i.e. without taking help from outsider for standing themselves. He requested also the 

young generation to co-operate with the Government but he was not willing to support 

or take any help from foreigners. He in his budget speech described the foreigners, as 

who retire to their own lands as soon as they have earned their pension. is like a cloud 

that hangs for a time over head without descending in fertilizing showers and then rolls 

away."28 According to him the foreigners who came in India, actually they were 

mediocre and competent and resulted a great loss to the Indians. Thus, Gokhale in his 

budget speech, criticizing the Government by saying that, ·'My Lord, it is difficult to 

describe in adequate tern1s the mischief that is done to the best interests of the country 

and of British rule by the appointment of 3rd and 4111 rate Englishmen to chairs in 

Government colleges ... ". "The result often is that young leave college with a feeling of 

bitterness against Englishmen and this feeling they carry with them into later life". 

For the development of the country, the Government had a lot of scope of duties to do 

it. Not depending upon the foreign expiratory. the Government should appoint expert 

advice for the promotion on technical education and also appoint the exper1 

Englishmen; depute a huge number of experts. where the Government felt to depute it. 

Gokhale also said and suggested the Government to explore the new avenues for the 

introduction oftechnical education in India. [Budget Speech. 1903 G.A.N. pp. 55-56]. 

Gokhale 's view on responsihili(v ofthe Governmenf: 

Gokhale emphasised the responsibility of the Government m an under developed 

country like India. He criticised and condemned the long run process of doing anything 

by the Government. He told that the present policy took the time and it would hamper 

the progress of the country. Showing the example of irrigation system, he compared 

with the system of Egypt where the procedure, w·hich was taken by the Government. 

was bit different with India. He asked the question to the British Government why. The 

Govenunent did not entrust the irrigation project not in the hands the expe11s but in the 

hands of the department. He drew the attention to experience of Lord Cromer and stated 
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that with such an administrative departure from established practice, irrigation would 

make more rapid progress. 

In the question of expansion of elementary education Gokhale pointed to the 

Government the lack of trained teachers was not a good excuse for the Government or 

expansion of elementary education. 

D(fferent plans ofGokhale: School teachers: 

According to him. the untrained teachers were not as useless as they were depicted. 

Many of the members of this council received their primary education under untrained 

teachers. The Hon'ble Mr. Sharup said that he had visited thousands of Primary 

Schools; Sir. we have learnt in primary schools. We have experience of the inside of 

these schools ... I remember how I did it. We used to squat on the floor with a \Vooden 

board in front of us covered with red powder and a piece of stick to write with. Well, we 

have done fairly well in life after all, though we received our primary education in that 

way under untrained teachers ... First establish at one these lower primary school, then 

go on as you have funds, improving the standards. bringing in trained teachers and 

having better school houses. And for God's sake do not \\·ait for your trained teachers. 

for your decent school houses, till you take up the question of removing illiteracy from 

I I d .,Jo 
t 1e an ... 

Gokhale 's concept qf Development and the role oj'Gow:rnmenl: 

On the basis of the above discussion it was clear that Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

emphasised on two subjects. First of all, he emphasised on the role of Government in an 

underdeveloped society and on the hand to fulfil the needs of the country and helping 

them to release their energies for national development. To fulfil these subjects it was 

necessary for economic planning and planning for public and private sectors which one 

can easily described that was applied it in England in 19th century. But it was interesting 

to note that the Indians liberals were not the blind imitator of the west. They were 

inspired by seeing the liberal economic policy of the west but they took care to modi~' 
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it for the circumstances of India and the main theme of Gokhale's political philosophy. 

In other words, Gokhale supported and believed on 'modify liberalism', which was 

suitable for India. Gokhale analysed the economic condition of India. He found the 

main reason of poverty was the helpless dependence on Government for everything and 

the consequent paralysis of individual initiative.31 Not only that they did not find any 

alternative way to do any thing without the help of the Government. At the same time. 

no people could afford to sit back with self-satisfaction with the thought that 

Government would do everything. They must co-operate with Government and 

supplement its efforts in whatever way they could: 'The leaders of the people, on their 

side, must bring to this task (i.e. the universal diffusion of elementary education) high 

enthu.;iasm which will not be chilled by difficulties, courage, which will not shrink 

from encountering unpopularity, if need be and readiness to make sacrifices, whether of 

money or time or energy, which the cause may require'. 32 Both Government and people 

have their own distinct roles to play in the task of development. It is this dual emphasis 

on state responsibility and private initiative which has made it possible, it seems to me, 

for rival political parties in present day. India to become enthusiastic about and seek 

inspiration from the political thought of Gokhale. 33 

Gokhale's view on Indian's political ambition: 

Influence of the British: 

The influence of western ideas also creates different responses in the country. The 

Hindu society was very much influenced as never before. This western idea created two 

ideas, one to admi,e of western culture and other to Indian culture and another to take 

middle path to re-vitalize the Hindu society. According to Gokhale, Britain and western 

ideas was a turning point in Hindu civilization. For this reason Gokhale gave a great 

importance to western education. Gokhale believed that British rule was 'providential'. 

In his speech 'England's duty to India. Gokhale observed that although, India had 

achieved a high degree of civilization in the past, she was not known for that lore of 

liberty and that appreciation of free institutions which one finds to be so strikina a 
b 
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characteristic of the west."34 And it was the credit of the British Government that their 

ad rant helped the Indians to come in contact with others. 

Not only that, the birth of the congress was the blessing of the British and no one can 

doing it. As a result of this gratitude, the congress was satisfied with the demands like 

the employment of Indians in public services, the inclusion of representative element in 

the legislative Council, the separation of the executive from the judiciary, the extension 

of trial by Jury, the reduction of military expenditure and the like. They were not very 

much eager to say about Self-government but they never forget it. 

The political climate changed in 1904, which influenced the Indian political 

atmosphere. The Indian politicians witnessed the change in Japanese politics; the 

preparation for self-government for Filipinos and the British was planning the Grant of 

representative government to the Boers in South Africa. There facts stirred the minds of 

congressmen. In 1904 December, Sir Henry Cotton, President of the Bombay session of 

the congress said: " The ideal of the Indian Patriot is the establishment of a federation of 

free and separate states, the United States of India, placed on a fraternal footing with the 

self-governing colonies ... under the gist of great Britain.-·35 Gokhale agreed with the 

view of congress and implemented in the preamble to the rules of servant of Indian 

society in 1905. Gokhale wrote, '·Its member frankly accept the British connection as 

ordained in the inscrutable dispensation of providence. for India's good. Self -

Government within the empire for their countrymen is their goal d 6 Thus though 

modernization of India was the main theme of political philosophy of Gokhale, he 

supported it within the empire i.e. Self-Government. Gokhale said, "And here at the out 

set, let me say that I recognized no limits to my aspiration for our mother land. I want 

our people to be in their own country what other people are in theirs. I want our men 

and women, without distinction of caste or creed. to have opportunities to grow to the 

full height of their stature, unhampered by cramping and unnatural restrictions. I \Vant 

India to take her place among the great nations of the world, politically, industrially. in 

religion in literature, in science and in arts. I want all this and feel at the same time that 
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the whole of this aspiration can in its essence and its reality, be realized within this 

empire?7 

Support of self Government within empire: 

Gokhale supported the idea of self Government within the empire. He felt that it would 

be very helpful for Indian struggle movement because the freedom fighters would face 

the problem for it. Not only that Self-Government within the empire would also help the 

Indians to contact with England. Gokhale admitted that the British had some defects but 

the best thing of the British was their political freedom and constitutional liberty. Thus, 

according to Gokhale, "It would be madness, it would be folly on their [Indians] part to 

throw away in the struggle that lay before them these enormous advantage."38 

According to Gokhale, the British rule was an opportunity for the Indian people to train 

themselves in the art of self Government. It is true that to form a good Government; a 

Government had to pass through a period of apprenticeship and for Indian Government, 

"a responsible proposition that the sense of responsibility, required for the proper 

exercise of the political institutions of the west, can be acquired by an eastern people 

through political training and experiment only."39 

Constitutional theme ofGokhale and the pattern a.( Government: 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale, after the consultation with Pheroj Shah Mehta and Aga Khan 

formulated a plan of constitutional affairs. He thought of federal pattern of Government 

but at present time (1914-15) he accepted the p<'wers of intervention of the Governor -

General. His scheme recognized the limited need for separate and direct representation 

of Muslims and other minorities. He rejected the proposal of Aga Khan, who suggested 

for ethnic re-shipment of province. The main items of his suggestions for constitutional 

development in India was given below: ( 1) Acceptance of provincial autonomy (2) The 

English Governor to be helped by an executive council of six members of whom three 

shall be Indians. (3) A Legislative Council consisting of 75 to 100 members of whom 

not less than 80% should be elected. (4) "The relations between the executive 
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Government and the Legislative Council so constituted, should be roughly similar to 

those between the imperial Government and the Reich stag in Germany. The council 

will have to pass all provincial taxation. The Budget too will have to come to it for 

discussion and its resolutions in connection with it, as also on questions of general 

administration will have to be given effect to unless vetoed by the Governor. More 

frequent meeting of longer continuous sittings will also have to be provided for. But the 

members of the executive Government shall not depend, individually or collectively, on 

the support of a majority of the council, for holding the offices." (5) The provincial 

Government to have complete charge of the internal administration of the province. (6) 

Liberalizing of district administration and extension of local Self-Government. (7) The 

vice royal executive council to consists of six members of whom two shall always be 

Indians. (8) The Legislative Council to be designated as the legislative assembly of 

India. (9) Commissions in the army and navy tv be given to the inhabitants of the land. 

(1 0) "German east Africa, if conquered from the Germans, should be reserved for 

Indian colonization and should be handed over to the Government oflndia."40 

These were the main political theme of Go pal Krishna Gokhale. 

The way of political change and view of Gokha!e: 

Importance of the bureaucracy: 

The bureaucracy played an important role as already discussed on above discussion. 

Gokhale noted its vast power structure and aloofness from Indian society, rejects of he 

wishes and sentiments of the people were the main characteristic featur~ of Indian 

bureaucracy. He realised it's value of existence that without it, it was not possible 

Indian to achieve their goal, i.e. freedom. So. if we wanted to influence bureaucracy, we 

should apply the power of logic and argument. In other words, 'although taken as a 

whole, it appeared insensitive and lacked the human touch, it contained individual 

members who brought to their task a high level of competence, a sense of duty and a 

desire to serve the country ... "41 
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Gokhale thought to appeal to the people of Britain. Not only that, the people should do 

the constructive criticism which needs a fruitful discussion for solving the problems and 

also to try for the development of public opinion. When everything was done, the 

Government had no alternative way to bow its wishes in front of public opinion. 

According to Gokhale, to fulfil this, it was necessary for kind help of educated class. 

Because only the educated class could solve this by connecting and playing as a media 

between the people and the Government. Cut off from employment in Government 

created a frustration in educated class. They realised the actual problem of the people. 

Naturally, they became a good critic of the Government. On the other hand, the 

behaviour of the young groups created a bad impact on Government and Government 

did not like the attitude of the educated people and it also reflected in the official 

documents. According to Gokhale, for progress of a country, it was at first necessary for 

a good understanding between the people and the Government. The plain fact had to be 

recognized, 'that mere impatience on official side cannot now abolish the educated 

class; just as indiscriminate attacks by non-officials cannot abolish the official class. 

The fact of the matter is that the two sides have to get on together in this country, for the 

good of the country ... "42 Thus, according to Gokhale, growth public opinion, public's 

constructive opinion and criticism were the only a to motivate the Government i.e. the 

bureaucracy. 

View of Gopal Krishna Gokhale about political agitation: 

Present form of political agitation: 

Regarding the political agitation, Gokhale preferred constitutional agitation. But he also 

found some problems in this type of agitation and he wanted to analysis the problems in 

every comer. He thought that it was the duty of whom, who found the problem of this 

movement and also his duty to give a good suggestion to rectify it. Not only that those 

who wanted remedy from this, have their responsibility to suggest a practical remedy. 

Their main intention should not be in the intention to make the Government encumber 

and create disorder because the real meaning of constitutional agitation was only the 
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discussion, not create any disturbance or controversy and for the success of this, it was 

necessary for solid political awareness. Thus, in brief political consciousness, 

responsibilities of educated public were the key to success of constitutional agitation. 

By reading the constitutional history, Gokhale realised, it's effect and thought also how 

to success this type of agitation. He thought about the case of John Hampton who 

proved his ability to fulfil the duty of a public life and responsibility by sharing himself 

by refusal to pay taxes .. 

Definition of political agitation: 

Thus, the idea of constitutional agitation was an important part of Gokhale's political 

outlook and it was also found in 1905 in 'servants of India society' where constitutional 

means was regarded as a true interest of the Indian people, Gokhale elaborated and 

explained the meaning of political agitation at Allahabad session. In Allahabad session 

(1907) Gokhale said, 'constitutional agitation is agitation by methods which we are 

entitled to adopt to bring about changes we desire through the action of constituted 

authority'. 43 In his definition, it was clear that it excluded physical force, rebellion, 

aiding or abetting a foreign invasion and crime. He supported to create pressure .1n 

Government by making petition and organizing pressure on Government. According to 

Gokhale, mass movement should be considered when the people failed to bear the 

activity of the Government i.e. the ultimate stage of co-operation with the Government. 

In the presidential address to the congress, Gokhale described the great under change 

which was happened in times of partition of Bengal as a, 'Land mark in the history of 

our national progress'. But according to Burke, this type of mass movement played an 

important role only as a medicine i.e. on temporary basis. Gokhale did not support the 

mass movement. According to him, in this type of the movement, it was found that the 

leader in many aspects looses his control over people and as a result the others resort to 

violence. Not only that if the non-violence is the declared nature of such a movement 

does not want to see its rule overthrown, will not long permit them to retain their 

peaceful character. '
44 

Thus, the partition of Bengal was a remarkable fact, which reflect 

the insight psychology of the mass movement. In his presidential address Gokhale said, 
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"A _great rush and uprising of the waters such as has been recently witnessed in Bengal 

cannot take place without a little inundation over the banks here and there. Those little 

ere cesses are in evitable when large masses of men move spontaneously - especially 

when the movement is from darkness into light, from bondage towards freedom and 

they must not be allowed to disconcert us too much.'A5 

Through his presidential address at Benaras, it was clear that Gokhale was in fear of 

enlightened masses but the most peculiar that he never uttered any where of this fear. 

But it was implicated in many places and the main reasons behind of this fear was the 

influence of Burk. 

Though he was influenced by the philosophy of Burk, he had a sympathy upon the poor 

community of India and about them, a number of words are found in his budget speech. 

The term poor which was often used by Gokhale, pained him too much as he was 

experienced about it. His deep sympathy on them, made him resist the slogan of 

immediate independence, which would only pretend them with a false hope. He knew 

well that the people did not believe this because when their dreams would be over, they 

then realised the actual fact and would lead to frustration, frustration to anger and 

violence. Gokhale warned against touching the 'foundations of public life'. Thus, it was 

our duty to maintain law and order in the country for the increasement of the prestige of 

the country. The state actually is the product of slowly accumulated traditions and 

connections and this was the reason for preserving law and order, which was the basic 

need of civilized life. But Gokhale did not support the view of the Government. He did 

not like the policy of repression ~ecause it was not the way of longer solution. In his 

budget speech, Gokhale said, " ... what the situation really requires is not the police 

man's baton or the soldier's bayonet, but the statement's insight, wisdom and courage. 

The people must be made to feel that their interests are, if not the only consideration, at 

any rate the main consideration that weighs with the Government and this can only be 

brought about by a radical change in the spirit of the administration.46 
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Causes for supporting the constitutional agitation: 

Gokhale knew that the people had no interest in any kind of disorder. He along with 

Burk's view believed that sense of concentration was the only way of solving any kind 

of disorder and France was the best example of it But the gradual growth of terrorism 

and other forms of violence which was now an important factor of obstacle for India, as 

was described by Gopal Krishna Gokhale. 

Thus, by supporting the constitutional agitation Gopal Krishna Gokhale said, " . . . I 

recognize no limits to my aspiration for our motherland. I want our people to be in their 

own country what other people are in theirs. I want our men and women without 

distinction of caste or creed, to have opportunities to grow to the full height of their 

structure, unhampered by cramping and unnatural restrictions. I want India to take her 

proper place among the great nations of the world, politically, industrially, in religion, 

in literature, in science and in arts. I want all this and feel at the same time that the 

whole of this aspiration can, in its essence and its reality, be recognized within this 

empire."47 To achieve the goal Gokhale advised to follow the way of constitutional 

agitation. To fulfil this Gokhale advised and gave two options for us. 

Firstly, 'the methods adopted were such as they were entitled to employ and secondly, 

that the changes desired must be obtained only through the action of constituted 

authority by bringing to bear on them the pressure of public opinion. The first idea 

suggested by Gokhale was that physical force was excluded. Not only that, he wanted to 

exclude the term rebellion, aiding or abetting a foreign invasion and resort to crime. So 

excluded all these, everything are constitutional. Above all, the constitutional agitation 

i.e. prayers and appeals to justice and on the other hand non-payment of taxes was only 

way of protest to the Government. For this reason Gokhale gave the thanks to Curzon's 

partition of Bengal. Because, the Curzon's repressive measures have only proved a 

blessing in disguise. It helped to rise Swadeshi movement and the growth of Swadeshi 

movement in all over country helped to grow Swadeshism i.e. love of the motherland. 
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Sz.pport ofSwadeshi movement: 

Gokhale supported the Swadeshi movement to him, "embracing love of India. "
48 

He in 

his presidential speech at the Benaras congress in 1905, he said," ... the true Swadeshi 

movement is both a patriotic and an economic movement. The idea of Swadeshi or 

one's own country is one of the noblest conceptions that have ever stirred the heart of 

humanity. The devotion to motherland, which is enshrined in the highest Swadeshi, is 

an influence. So, profound and so passionate that its very thrills and its actual touch lifts 

one out of one self. The Swadeshi movement, as it is ordinarily understood, presents 

one part of this gospel to the mass of our people in a form which brings it within their 

comprehension. It turns their thoughts to their country, accustoms them to the idea of 

voluntarily making some sacrifice for her sake, enables them to take an intelligent 

inter::st in her economic development and teaches them the important lesson of co

operating with one another for a national end ... But the movement on its material side 

is an economic one: and though self denying ordinance, extensively entered into, must 

serve a valuable economic purpose, namely to ensure a ready consumption of such 

articles as are produced in the country and to furnish a perpetual stimulus to production 

by keeping the demand for indigenous things largely in excess of the supply, the 

difficulties that surround the question economically are so great that they require the co

operation of every available agency to surmount them. "49 Not only that in the second 

week of Feb. 1907 Gokhale delivered a series of public addresses at Lucknow when he 

always supported the Swadeshi movement. In 9th February 1907, Gokhale strongly 

supported the Swadeshi movement. He said, "I propose to speak to you today of the 

economic condition of India and the Swadeshi movement." 50 According to him the East 

Indian company (the British Government) had planned to destroy the industry of the 

people and wanted to make room for western manufactures and it was happening due to 

the open door or free trade policy of the British Government and forced the Indian 

goods to compete with whole world. Gokhale tried to recollect the glorious past history 

of Indian trade and industry specially in textile and sugar industry. He criticised the 

Government policy and as a result of it "we are the poorest in the world at present 
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moment."51 According to the Government calculation, the production per head in India 

is $2 or Rs.30 and about $20 according to Indian calculation. The causes of these 

conditions were the smallness of capital, lack of facilities for higher and technical 

instruction in the country etc. 52 He thus, said, "Now as our needs are various, so the 

Swadeshi cause requires to be served in a variety of ways and we should be careful not 

quarrel with others, simply because they serve the cause in a different way from our 

own." He supported it because "at that time of Swadeshi the people organized fund to 

send the student to foreign countries for acquiring industrial or scientific education and 

in our present state, we must, for some time to come, foreign countries for such 

education or those who proceeded to foreign countries for acquiring industrial or 

scientific education and in our present state we must for sometime to come, depend 

upon foreign countries for such education or those who proceeded to foreign countries 

for such education and try to start new industries on their return, or those who promote 

technical, industrial and scientific educatic:-1 in the country it self all there are noble 

workers in Swadeshi field. "53 

He stressed on Swadeshi by saying that if the people little sacrifice to extend a kind of 

voluntary protection to Swadeshi industries, in course of time the quality of Swadeshi 

articles is bound to improve and their cost of production to become less and less. For 

this reason Gokhale said, "go forward boldly and preach your gospel enthusiastically ... 

In this connection, I think, I ought to say a word about aiJ. expression which has, of late 

found considerable favour with a section of my count;ymen, the Boycott of foreign 

goods."54 

Needs of Swadeshi movement and problem of production: 

Thus, Gokhale had a extensive idea of Swadeshi like Ranade, he felt the major problem 

in India was that of production which involved the utilization of capital and 

entrepreneurship. India had lacked of those things. This was the reason why he was 

supporting and favoured Swadeshism. 
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Solution of these problemr and demand for political rights: 

In Benaras congress, Gopal Krishna Gokhale categorized a set of nine demands for the 

realization of which immediate efforts had to be made. (1) a reform of the legislative 

councils by raising the proportion of elected members to one half, and by requiring that 

the budgets be passed by the council, (2) the appointment of at least three Indians to the 

India council, (3) the creation of advisory boards in all districts throughout the country, 

the district magistrates were to consult these boards compulsorily in important matters 

of administration, ( 4) the recruitment to the judicial branch of the Indian civil service 

from the ranks of the legal profession, (5) the separation of judicial and executive 

administration, (6) the reduction of the heavy military expenditure, (7) the expansion of 

primary education, (8) the growth and extension of industrial and technical education 

and (9) the alteration of rural in deleted ness. There demands represent in a summarized 

from the political philosophy of the Indian Moderates. 

Suggestions of Gokhale for solving the problem: 

Gokhale knew the incidence of transformation of new forces in his country. He 

supported it. Not only that he supported and urged the Government to utilize the surplus 

of the Government revenue for implementing schemes of material and moral 

rehabilitation of the people. H requested the Government for enhancing the production. 

In 1906, in his budget speech, he said, " ... the improvement of the condition of the 

masses and the conciliation of the educated classes are the two really great problems 

before the British Government in India . . . there is but one way in which this 

conciliation can be secured and that is by associating these classes more and more with 

Government of their own country ... the whole east is today throbbing with a new 

impulse - vibrating with a new passion and it is not to be expected that India alone 

should continue unaffected by changes that are in the very air around us. We could not 

remain out side this influence even if we would. We would not so remain if we could ... 

A volume of new feeling is gathering, which require to be treated with care. New 

generations are rising up, whose notions of the character and ideals of British rule are 
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derived only from their experience of the last few years and whose minds are not 

restrained by the thought of the great work which England has on the whole 

accomplished in the past in this land. I fully believe that it is in the power of the 

Government to give a twin to this feeling, which will make it a source of strength and 
·s not of weakness to the empire.") 

Difference between the view of Gokhale as moderate and Tilak as extremist: 

This new political and economic issue had divided the congress into moderates and the 

new group of extremist nationalists. Seeing this problem Gokhale urged the people for 

supporting constitutional agitation at Allahabad. He made a serious protest against 

seditions meetings Bill iu the imperial legislative council. 

In August 1905, Tilak published his article on Swadeshi Boycott, national education and 

Swaraj. According to him freedom was the natural right of every Indian and he blamed 

the whole approach ofGokhale was one kind of'mendicancy' 

Tilak also said that only making the petitions and resolutions were not enough them for 

getting their political right. They must have fight for it. He thought that a native 

Government was far better than foreign Government and mass movement was 

necessary for any political struggles. He assured that one can easily restrained himself 

in the mass movement also. Tilak did not say that he did not support the constitutional 

agitation. He said that it was not possible for Indian political situation where there was 

the existence of unsympathetic and unresponsive Government, which was, hurt the 

feelings of Indian sentiments. AccorJing to him India was ruled not by a constitution 

but by a penal code. Thus, the only way to protest against the such Government was the 

mass movement. He thought the Government had no problem to run the administration 

because the people co-operated with it. Not only that there was no example for any 

country who able to overthrew the foreign Government through constitutional method 

or agitation. So, India could no exception of it. Tilak supported the revolution and said. 

"It is true that what we seek may like a revolution in the sense that it means a complete 
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change in the theory of the Government of India as now put forward by the 

bureaucracy. It is true that this revolution must be bloodless revolution but it would be 

folly suppose that if there is no shedding of blood, there is also to be no sufferings to be 

undergone by the people. These sufferings are bound to be great and the sacrifices 

supreme. You can win nothing unless you are prepared to suffer and sacrifice. An 

appeal to the generosity and good feeling of the rulers has been found everywhere to 

have but narrow limits. Our demands and our intentions are legitimate, they are 

constitutional and suppmted by history. They are also natural to human nature and 

above all they are in accordance with God's will and creation."56 

It is true that there are so many differences between the view of Gokhale and Tilak. But 

there are similarity also between the regarding ideals and their method. Tilak was 

mainly influenced by the Indian old tradition. He mainly influenced by Swami 

Dayanand Saraswati. According to Tilak religions tradition was the actual motor force 

of the political struggle. He thought that if India was to succeed in her fight against the 

foreign rule, the credit should be gone to the past and it should be influenced the 

political, the other and helped to grow political consciousness in India and to observe 

Shivaji and Ganapati festivals were the main reasons of Tilak. Tilak also reinterpreted 

the Gita for political purpose. 

Opinion ofGokhale and his theme of spiritualization: 

But Gokhale had another political view. He was just opposite to Tilak. Gokhale was a 

believer of secularism and democracy. According to him, the greatest change, which 

now found in India, was the product of revolution in the mind of the people. 

Politics should be secularised: 

Thus, if India was to progress towards a democratic form of Government, it was 

necessary at first to create such type of society, whose politics should be secularised and 

public life should be spiritualise and public life should be spiritualise and after the 

foundation of such society. The first duty of us not to make any work, which would 
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embarrass the Government rather than it, was better to educate people. According to 

Gokhale 'Freedom' was our motto and we have to achieve it but by mere asking for it, 

the British should never given it us. To achieve our motto we have to make struggle. In 

the other way to say, we should able to show discharge our responsibility in front of the 

Government. 

Gokhale said to boycott the post of different places like municipal board; Legislative 

Council was not the correct way to protest against Government. 

Condemn of boycott policy of the supports of boycott: 

It was only the loss of opportunity of the Tndians to serve the country and a chance of 

discharge their responsibility in the country. No t only that boycott was one of the 

temporary effect to show protest against the Government and in the long run it would 

damage our own interests. He condemned the policy of boycotting school and colleges 

set up by the Government and described as "Sheer madness" and this feeling of boycott 

only create a feeling of hatred about the all types of foreign goods. It would hamper the 

Indian progress. He illustrates his argument by drawing attention to the splendid 

possibilities opened up by the introduction of Egyptian cotton by the Bombay 

Government into Sind. 

Gokhale did not believe on the temporary and immediate result of any political 

movement. According to him long run effect of any political movement generally gave 

the people to make them self reliant, vigilant, progressive. In short it helped to make the 

society strong and strengthening the behaviour and it was very essential for moral 

upliftment in the present situation of history. Thus, the constitutional struggle. 

according to Gokhale himself a teacher for impa11s, the students i.e. the people for the 

lesson of human freedom. 
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Difference with the extremist: 

Although Gokhale himself a supporter of moderates and believed in constitutional 

agit_ation, he also not the blind supporter of the British administration. He acted in many 

cases as which was done by the extremists. He did not hesitate to criticise the wrong 

policy of the Government. 

Protest against the Government partition of Bengal: 

His first protest against the Government in 1905, when Lord Curzon partitioned Bengal. 

He opposed this activity of the Government and expressed his fear that if the 

Government laid their unpopular policies like the partition of Bengal, then they have to 

reconsider their decision whether they would support the Government activity or not. 

Support ofGovernment's policy: 

The most peculiar motive of Gokhale being a moderate congress leader, he insisted the 

Government to pass the Morley Minto reforms of 1909. He supported it because he 

preferred the liberal policy of the Government. This was a wide difference of opinion 

and attitude between the moderates and extremists. He never supports the works of the 

Government. As a result, a section of congress called him the "fainthearted moderate" 

and the reactionaries branded him as a "seditionist in disguise" and, this was the reason 

the he was misunderstood by the people. Despite it throughout his public career he 

continued to tell the Government what the people generally not accepted and preferred. 

Being a supporter of the Government Gokhale 's protest against the British colonial 
policy: 

He supported the works of the Govenunent and also gave good advise to the 

Government. 

Seeing the prevailing economic policy of India Gokhale criticised the policy. Gokhale 

found that due to colonial policy of the Government, it would hamper the agro-based 

industry. Rapid progress of the British goods in the market, it affected the handicraft 
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industry in India and it resulted to pushed the people to do something from land. The 

excess pressure on land created the division on land and increase indebt ness which 

caused the increasement of poverty in India. Gokhale in his budget speech in the 

imperial Legislative Council in 1905. 

"Every where in India and particularly in the temporarily settled districts, the resource 

ness of the agricultural classes is the most distressing fact of the situation. The 

cultivator has no capital and has but little credit and is simply unable to make proper use 

of nature's wealth that lies at his door, with the result that his cultivation is of the rudest 

and most exhausting type. The yield of the soil has been steadily diminishing, being 

simply 8 to 9 bushels an acre, about the lowest yield in the world."57 

Not that, Gokhale protests against the Government that the policy, which was taken by 

them, did not give any good result to the Ryotowari farmer also. In his opinion 

assessment should be first reduced and tried to stop the fluctuating condition of 

assessment. The Government to solve all of these problems set up Deccan Ryot 

commission and the famine commission. The Bombay council in 1901 passed the Bill 

for the solution of the problem. But by analysing the Bill of 1901 (The Bill proposed to 

give power to the collector to give land on shot leases and on special terms ... " Gokhale 

strongly protested against it and expressed his fear that the prospect of granting such 

extensive powers of creating restricted tenures to the executive Government. He said 

that, "We are unable to contemplate without grave apprehension the prospect of ~uch a 

vast extent of land being left at the fear and unfettered disposal of Government - to be 

given on such leases as they, in the exercise of their executive direction, may deem 

proper. The unsettling effect on the public mind of such a screened by the legislature of 

its proper functions in favour of the executive is not difficult to foresee. A general sense 

of insecurity in regard to land tenure will come to prevail in the presidency, the failure 

to pay a single years assessment in time enabling the Government to free upon the 

occupant what lease they please."58 
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Suggestion for remedy of rural debt: 

Secondly, Gokhale gave some suggestion for the remedy of rural debt, introduce the 

easier and flexible condition for collection of tax and also make provision for 

reasonable needs of the agriculturists in the shape of agricultural banks or a more liberal 

and flexible system of takavi advances. Seeing the co-operative credit societies Bill of 

1904; he stressed on constructive view on rural debt and rural credit. 

Protest against various eco-policy of Government: 

Thirdly, Gokhale protested against the currency, exchange and public expenditure. Due 

to the adoption of the gold. Standard and demoralization of silver by several countries 

caused the fall of the price of silver and the rupee, which was made by silver. As a 

result of this, it created the dislocation in the Indian economy and it created enormous 

difficulties in public finances, especially by increasing the volume of rupee finances 

required for sterling payment. To solve this problem Gokhale felt the need of a expert 

enquiry and it was last of all effected on 1912. Not only that, Gokhale supported the 

resolution moved by Sri Vithaldas Tha Ckersey in 1911 where there was a proposal of 

the stoppage of the free coinage of rupees and introducing an 'automatic gold currency' 

standard and this was a good opportunity in front of Gokhale to say something in the 

imperial legislative council; regarding the constructive approach to fiscal policy. In this 

question, Gokhale addressed himself mainly on three issues; the growth of public 

expenditure, high and regressive taxation and the large continuous and progressive 

'budget. Regarding the public expenditure Gokhale found the differences of 

increase-nent of public expenditure in India and other European countries like France. 

Italy and other European countries. Gokhale put all the plane to the British Government 

who only exploit our financial resources, weakened our national defences and put only 

burden of indefinite financial liabilities. He continued by saying that, "compelled to 

meet the demands of a forward imperial frontier policy and the exogenous of 

consequent imperial defence and constant borrowing for commercial enterprises, often 

undertaken under the pressure of English commercial enterprises, often undertaken 

commercial classes, our Indian Government has little money to spare for purpose of 
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n::>Jional education ... It is this feature that marks the differences between the growing 

expenditure of British India and that of other countries and constitutes our national 

grievances in respect of administration of our national expenditure." 

Criticism of the British activities: 

Not only that Gokhale criticized the activity of the British Government for the 

increasement of the civil economic pressure due to the appointment of British personnel 

on high salaries and the exchange compensation allowance on high salaries etc. He also 

pointed out the expenditure on the expansion of education and sufficient and huge 

expenditure on the administrative departments due to the recruitment of non-Indian 

personnel. 

Enquiry about the Government expendiTure: 

In i 910, Gokhale requested Government for immediate enquiry for rapid increase in 

Government expenditure. He urged the Government to minimise the Government 

expenditure in the field of non-important for common people and stress his expenditure 

in 11rimary, technical education, sanitation and relief of agricultural indebtedness. 

Suggestion ofGokhale for curtailment of'expenditure: 

In 1911, Gokhale again said for public enquiry into the growth of expenditure and 

searching for the scope of curtailment in expenditure by making a body of official and 

non officials. He himself suggested the four principles for the rectification of this 

problem: (1) the spirit of economy should be installed in Government spending in place 

of the spirit of expenditure," (2) substantial reductions should be effected in military 

expenditures. (3) There should be a greater employment of the Indian agency in the 

public services and ( 4) provision should be made for an independent audit of public 

expenditure. Gokhale's main stress was generally on calculate the conect information 

of expenditure through imperial Legislative Council and through their report should be 

made independently and it should be placed invariably in legislative council. 
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Criticism regarding tax policy of Government: 

Fourthly: Gokhale criticized the tax policy of the Government. He said in his budget 

speech in 1902 that when the finance members justified the increase of additional 

taxation, the value of the rupee was falling and requested the Government to stabilize it. 

Mainly he protested against the repressive taxes such as land revenue, customs and the 

excise. Gokhale was felt very sorry due to the increasement of taxes in many areas since 

1885. But it was remarkable that, the rise of price in the agricultural belt was very 

negligible. He criticized the Government's policy of taxation, not only seeing the 

oppressive nature of the Government but seeing the condition of surplus large and 
I 

progressive budget and through this budget Gokhale, a number of times contempt the 

Government. He said that, "The surpluses constitute a double wrong to the community. 

There are a wrong in the first instance in that they exist at all - that Government should 

take so much move from the people than is needed in times of serious depression and , 

suffering and they are also wrong because they lend themselves to easy 

misinterpretation and among other things, render possible the phenomenal optimism of 

the secretary of state for India, who seems to imagine that all is for the best in this best 

of lands. "59 

Gokhale 's view on industrial and agricultural problem: 

Fifthly: Being a moderate, Gokhale was seriously concerned with the industrial and 

agricultural problems in India. Not only that, Gokhale thought about the economic 

problem of India which was grown due to the clash between the monetary capitalistic 

economics ion the west and the demands and social economic criteria of an 

underdeveloped country. In a budget speech in imperial Legislative Council on March 

9, 1911 on import duty on sugar, Gokhale pleaded for state help to industries without 

jeopardizing free trade. He said, "the great German economist, list, points out in one 

place what happens when a country like India comes into the vortex of universal 

competition. He says that when a country, industrially backward,- with antiquated 

methods of manufacture, dependent largely on manual labour. come~ into the vortex of 
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universal competition with countries which use steam and machinery and the latest 

researches of science in their production - the first effect is to sweep off local industries 

and the country is thrust back on agriculture and rendered almost entirely agricultural 

for some time. But then, here he says, comes in the duty of the state. When such a 

situation is reached, the state, he says, should step forward and by a judicious of 

protection. It should foster such industries as are capable of being fostered, so that the 

country may once again enter on its industrial path with the aid of the latest appliances 

and ultimately stand successfully the competition of the whole world. Now, Sir, as I 

pointed out this morning, if we had a potent voice to the administration of this country, I 

certainly would strongly advocate to come this will not be practicable and as practical, 

we must accept the situation and make the best of it. Personally, therefore, I think that 

for the present we should ask the state to give only such help to the industry as it can 

without running counter to the principles which are at present in the ascendant in the 

administration of this country ... I mean free trade principles."60 

Requested/or balanced adjustment and equitable distribution of income: 

He requested for balanced adjustment of the expenditure of the Government. He 

preferred more equitable distribution of income. He thought that the economic policy, 

which was taken by the British, it was not helpful for Indian. Not only that this po)icy 

deteriorate the condition of the Indians. 

Suggestion of various eco-reforms: 

Thus, he urged to the British to give some relief to the agrarian class and wanted to 

increase the efficiency of Indian industry. Not o~ly that he urged the Government for 

raising taxable limits for the case of income tax; abolition of excise duty on cotton good 

and opposed the lavish expenditure on railways. Along with these protests, Gokhale' s 

another protest was against the accumulation of gold standard. Fund for the purpose of 

converting Indian rupees into British sovereigns on the introduction of gold currency in 

India. He wanted the security of small and infant industry by the state. 
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Protest against the military expenditure of the Government: 

Sixthly, Gokhale raised his voice against the military expenditure of the Government. 

He complained in his budget speech that (190 1 ). "From 1888 to 1898 the military 

charges grew by about 3 crores a year or from 22314 crores to 25 crores but from 189~ to 

1908 they rose by about 514 crores a year, that is from 25 314 crores to about 31 crores. 

The whole position therefore is this, that during the ten years, 1898 to 1908, while six 

crores were remitted in taxation, the annual civil expenditure was allowed to grow by 

15 crores and about 5 crores of additional expenditure was incurred every year in 

connection with the army; this gives an increase of about 20 crores in civil and military -

expenditure in the course of ten years or an average growth of 2 crores in a year. "61 

Poor condition of the people: 

Seventhly, seeing the misery of the people under the British rule, Gokhale in his budget 

speech in 1907 expressed the story of the people, "I think there is no room for doubt 

that even now, after there successive reductions of salt duty, our poorer classes 

contribute, relatively to their resources much more than their fair share to the revenues 

of the state. These classes consist almost entirely of a broken and exhausted peasantry, 

without heart and resource and sunk hopelessly in a morass of indebtedness. His from 

this peasantry that, over the greater part of India, the land revenue of the state is derived 

and it is the same with the provincial rates. Then the bulk of the revenue from drink 

comes from these classes. The excise duty on cotton goods falls almost exclusively on 

them. Under stamps and registration they pay, certainly their fair share and probably 

more than their fair share, since the bulk of our litigation is about small amounts. Under 

forests they have been deprived of their immemorial right to free grazing and free 

fuel ... "62 

Requested for raising funds for education and sanitation: 

Gokhale urged the Government for curtailment of expenditure on police and the army 

and increase the investment of funds on education and sanitation for the betterment of 

the school. 
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Protest against the rapid increasement of salt tax: 

Eighthly, rapid increasement of salt tax by the British Government was created a 

discontent among the Indians. Being a moderates, Gokhalc raised his voice against it 

and said, "... I do not think any words are needed from any one to establish the 

unquestioned hardship which the present rate impose upon the protial of the poor 

community ... "63 But the British Government showed a number causes behind 

increasement of the salt tax. 

Protest against tax policy of Government: 

Ninthly: Another aspect of protest against the British as like as extremist was the wrong 

economic policy of the British Government. Gokhale was really very sorry to say about 

the economic policy of the British Government. He became surprise that the 

Government need not feel to shower consult with Indians regarding this matter. 

Moreover, the Government put a heavy tax burden on the people; where the economic 

condition of India was more or less far better than before. Instead of improving the 

condition of peasants, the British pushed them toward the riots, who were generates 

very loyal to the British. 

Protest against surplus budget policy of the Government: 

For the common people the British Government sanctioned special grant of forty Lakh 

of rupees for education in throughout the country which again astonished Gokhale, 

specially for surplus budget of the Government and her policy. 

Protest against the excuse of diminishing poverty: 

Tenthly: The British Government claimed that what the leader of the congress said 

regarding the poverty problem in India and their condition at the time of famine (Orissa 

1866, 1873-74 in Bihar) and the activeness of the Government, was fully wrong. 
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Good economic condition claim,ed by the British Government: 

According to the Government though there were to some extent the evidence ol' poor 

community in India but the economic condition of 1,1di:1 was good because it was 

proved by the increase of revenue under customs and excise and stamps and import of 

precious metal. Not only that, in the budget speech of 1901, by Curzon said that in 

national of India, which had been calculated at Rs.27 per head in 1882, had now risen to 

Rs.30. Thus in this connection it was clear that economic condition of India was for 

better than before. But being a moderate, when Gokhalc entered the supreme 

Legislative Council and he pointed out the deteriorating economic condition of India in 

front of the Government to draw an attention the statesmen and publicists. Gokhale 

said, mass of the people only enjoyed minimum subsistence and the Government 

imposed the burden of tax on them. 

Not only that Gokhale in his budget speech of 1902 he paid his attention to the poorer 

class and criticizing Curzon's view by saying, "Lord Curzon made no concluding 

attempt to reply to Gokhale's argument but contended himself with saying that he 

agreed with his finance numbers in regarding the increased receipts from customs, 

stamps, excise, post office etc. as evidence increasing prosperity.64 

The finance member showed that rapid increase of those gods and along with railway 

receipt increasement of postal savings; not only for the 'white people' but for the whole 

people of the country. Thus what Gokhale said in Welby commission was not true. 

Real economic condition of the Indians: 

But in 1903, Gokhale again in his budget speech, repeated criticise on the economic 

policy of the Government. He said hat increase of the use of cotton goods by the poor 

did not mean the imprcvemen: of those classes. According to him, the ruin of 

indigenous cotton industry helped to increase the import of those goods. On the other 

hand increase of death rate, famine, plague increase of rural indebtedness, showed the 

country's deep and deepening condition." The other congress leader like Nouroji 



205 

already said the reasons of it. According to him, drainage of wealth was responsible for 

this. 

Protest against constructed basis of recruitment: 

Lastly: Another protest of Gokhale towards the Government's policy of sending the 

people as a· contract labour for the colony of nodal. He moved a resolution for 

prohibiting the Government's activities regarding the recruitments of labour as 

contractual basis. Gokhale protested against because, it was effected the prestige and 

honour of the Indians and for this he was supported by Ran ad e. 

Protest against home charges: 

Gokhale's another attempt was to criticise against the rise of the home charges by the 

British Government. To protest against it and to make it convince to the Government; 

was a very difficult task to Gokhale. But it showed be easier when Lord Northbrook 

himself took the interest to solve this problem. Though Northbrook took the interest to 

solve this, butthe actually credit i.e. who were pointed out those problem. Along with 

Nouroji, Gokhale pointed out the problem of heavy burden upon the Indians. According 

to him, "Thirty years ago i.e. in 1862, the total home military charges of India were only 

a little over two millions sterling. Today they are close upon 5 millions. He continued 

by saying that, "from 1862-1867, the average military expenditure was nearly 2 millions 

a year. In the next period i.e. from 1867 to 1872, it was little less than 3 ~2 millions 

sterling. In 1877 to 1882, it was a little over 3 million, 6 thousand pounds. "This was 

the tendency of the charges to increase was for a time checked by a new scheme of 

making payment for pension, which was introduced in 1884 and which for the time 

considerably reduced the annual charge for pensions. From 1887 to 1892, the average 

was a little less than 4~ millions and for the two years 1892 and 1893, these charges 

were close upon five millions, gentleman I hope you now seen how these charges have 

been constantly increasing and in 30 years have more than do Jblcd thcmsclvcs."r'5 
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Conclusion of political thought ofGokhale: 

Thus, for Gokhale, politics was a field, which demanded the highest qualities. 

According to Gokhale, an incompetent people should not be regarded as a good 

politician. Moreover, the political power should never be given the people who were not 

lightened with education or who only be regarded himself as uniformed patriotism. 

Gokhale emphasised only the Greco-Roman tradition, which emphasised the idea on 

'steering'. In other words, without trainee i.e. the qualification like knowledge, 

foresight, skill and above all imagination was not possible to make himself a complete 

good politician. Not only that Gokhale searched the people who had a heart of self

interest less worker with missionary zeal along with faith, opinions and beliefs. Thus, if 

we analysis, we will get that the political strength of any political system rests not only 

depend on enlightened citizens but also the strength of the ruler and it was possible only 

by constitutional movement because it only laid the foundation of it. Thus, Gokhale, to 

do it he addressed himself with a faith and devotion which made his life a dedication 

and sacrifice to his country and the massage which he preached towards the country was 

the selfless, devotion and spiritualization in politics, which he followed himself and 

preached and gave lesson to ours i.e. towards the 'Indians'. 
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