
CHAPTER- IV 

Social thought of Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

Introduction 

Ferguson College and influenced by Govind Ranade: 

After discussing the formative period of Gopal Krishna Gokhale, we come in the 

conclusion that his life and work fill into two broad periods. The first period may be 

said that which end with the year 1902, when he retired from Ferguson College and the 

second part of his life is fully connected with the social work as he was influenced 

mainly by his master Mahadev Govind Ranade. In this period he became the Secretary 

of the Sarvajanik Sabha and later as Secretary of the Deccan Sabha. Why he had done 

this and what was his actual aim, it was totally described in the Sudharak. In the first 

period of his life, how he became the leader and the most important incident, which fill 

in his life i.e. the evidence before the Welby Commission. It was explained like that. 

'No other witness was cross-examined by the commission as Gokhale was but his 

performance was outstanding and placed him beyond doubt as foremost expert on the 

subject in India. The written evidence and the cross-examination ran into 186 closely 

printed pages and they reveal, as nothing else dose, the strenuous mastery of data and 

the power of marshalling them, which Gokhale had acquired during the period of his 

apprenticeship. 1 

Superstitious and Social abnormalities: 

The second part ( 1902-15) of life of Gokhale was mainly devoted for making the India 

free from the British. During the second period of his life most important fact was his 

budget oration through which he wanted to promote the economic as well as social 

condition of India and it was possible for him as he was the disciple of Ranade, who 
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himself a great patriot among the makers of India. According to Ranade, India was also 

an advance country. He himself a pioneer of 'Indian Social Conference' and it also 

presided by him. He also found, India was surrounded by superstitious and also there 

are some social abnormalities. Ranade, was the inspiration of Gokhale which inspired 

Gokhale to credit it when he plunged himself into politics; in front of him; he kept the 

shape ofRanade who was, "the symbol ofhope and inspiration". 2 

Influence of Various Noble men on Gokhale: 

Ranade was incomparable patriot. Along with this he was deeply religious in nature. In 

the case of Gokhale, he was a blind follower of his master but for religion, 'Gokhale 

proclaimed himself quite candidly an agnostic'. 3 His close friend Natarajan expressed 

his views that towards the end of his life Gokhale modified his attitude towards 

religion. 4 

Swami Vivakanand: 

R.P. Paranjpye also put the same view. Natarajan also assumed that perhaps Gokhale 

was fill in love of the work of Swami Vivakanand who raised the status of India in the 

eyes of the people of the west. 

Plan of Gokhale for social reconstruction: 

Political advancement: 

Thus, in the later parts of his life remarkable marked for plunging himself in Political 

advancement in India. As a member of the provincial and imperial councils, he strained 

every nerve to ameliorate the economic, social and political condition of India. 5 

Aim ofGokhale: 

As an unofficial ambassador to England Gokhale 's main intention to create pressure on 

Government. In the same time he also realised that without the political knowledge of 
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the countrymen; it will very difficult for make it understand the value of democracy and 

freedom. 

Source of his social idea: 

Thus, it is now an important question that what were the main tenets of Gopal Krishna 

Gokhale's political faith and on which his social theory is rested. 

Improve the condition of countrymen: 

Firstly, to improve the condition ofthe countrymen it was necessary for maintenance of 

law and order, on which political progress was based. He urged the people to compare 

the political condition of India before and after of the arrival of the British. Gokhale 

also supported the British rule for making rules and regulations and for him it was a 

great blessing for India. 

Contribution of British: 

He also added it was a fortunate fact for Indian that the British came out successfully in 

the 18th century over the other European powers. According to him, England had 

already constitutional developed country and which the parliamentary democracy; they 

tried to transplanted it slowly to India. Moreover, it was remarkable that the political 

Guru of Gokhale (Ranade) also supported it and he (Ranade) said that Indian 

civilization ceased 'to grow from the I ih Century and lay dormant tilt the advent of the 

British rule'. 6 

Plans and prominence of Gokhale: 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale had two immediate plans. The first one was that within the 

country, people should have complete equality what the British in India are enjoying. 
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Improve the status: 

Second one, that outside of the country, the Indians must have same status and dignity 

as a self Government like, France, Italy etc. This policy also supported by his great rival 

Tilak. 

Support of the British administration: 

The third tenet of Gopal Krishna is very peculiar. Though, he to some extent supported 

the British administration, he also appealed to the Indian to make constitutional 

agitation. He supported to make petition, pressure on Government representation and 

through public opinion. He learnt every thing from the constitutional history of England 

where a principle played (no taxation without representation) very important role. 

Faith in Constitution agitation : 

In Bangalore, when he was delivering speech, a number of times he supported the 

constitutional agitation. He admitted the fact that there is no example in the history 

where through constitutional agitation helped political liberation. But, he urged to 

people to sight an example by doing this. 

The new force, which had now played an important role in India. This new force was 

nothing but the democracy. 

Faith in democracy and politicai pressure on British: 

Gokhale had a strong faith on democracy. He believed that whether in India or outside 

of India this new force (Democracy) will play an important role in 20th century. He 

knew the nature of the British bureaucrats. They were strong in his position and it was 

very difficult to mould their motives or what they had thought to do it. So, it was 

possible if usable to say every thing or convince every thing in front of the people of 

England because Indian administration was ultimately rested or controlled from 
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England. Gokhale also found the emergence of new force in Britain. The theory of 

emergence of new force already emerged in England. 

Rise of new force on England: 

William Wilberforce and John Stuart Mill both of them played an important role in 

England. Both of them tried to expound on represent ire goat, rights and dignity of the 

individuals. Thus, the new faith was asserting itself in a section of British Society. 

There was a common belief, that British imperialism played in whole world and 

controlled the world administration. But now this type of imperialism was taking a new 

shape and Curzon was the exponent of this. Gokhale always protested against the policy 

of British imperialism. As a result of a difference of opinion always played between 

Curzon and Gokhale. Curzon never mined this fact instead of it, he praised Gokhale by 

seeing his skill and valour Gokhale for his countrymen also praised his deed. England, 

during this time, seeing the emergence of new forces i.e. emergence of other 

imperialising her capacity to control over world. In India, new shape of imperialism 

also emerged in the 191
h century with help of the achievement of Mazzini, Garibaldi and 

Kossuth. Thus, in British imperialism and also in Indian nationalism, in this sense was 

backward looking. Gokhale, who tried to assimilate the new forces in his thinking? 

Gokhale thought of development of the nation not only rested on the past but also with 

the help of ne·v forces. 

Thought about social problem: 

We are proud for the work of Gokhale. He was a mixture of past and future. Gokhale 

found various obstacles in Hindu society, which was the grave danger on the society. 

The caste distinction, division between Hindu - Muslim which are the serious obstacle 

for the new nationalism. 
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Soc;a/ problem and advice ofGokhale: 

The main three grounds- justice, humanity and self-interest were playing main role for 

untouchables. He explained these causes at Dharwar. He said about the factor where the 

Indians suffered much in South Africa. He condemned the incidents [discrimination 

policy adopted by the British]. But he, in the same time assured the Indians to discard 

all types of ill-health activities. According to hiP1, if we want to say far justice, we hare 

to practise the theory of equality. Thus, it was most peculiar thing that the Indians 

generally practising the worst forms of social inequality, but they generally insist the 

others to maintain the equality with his commitments to the philosophy of reason, 

spiritual and moral liberation and universal tolerance, Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

championed the cause of the 'depressed classes. "In 2ih April 1903 at the Dharwar 

social conference he openly confused that gospel of equality was the gift of the modern 

philosophy of enlightenment. 

Theme of modern philosophy or regard equality: 

Social discrimination was found in the old civilization. He said, "The classes ofthe west 

are a perfectly elastic institution, and not rigid or cast-iron like our castes. Mr. 

Chamberlain, who is the most masterful personage in the British Empire to-day, was at 

one time a shoe maker and than a screw maker. Of course he did not make shoes 

himself, but that was the trade by which he made money. Mr. Chamberlain today denies 

with royalty, and mixes with the highest in the land on terms of absolute equality. Will a 

shoemaker ever be able to rise in India in the social scale in a similar fashion no matter 

how gifted by nature he might be? A great writer has said that castes are eminently 

useful for the preservation of society, but that they are utterly unsuited for purposes of 

progress. And this I think is perfectly true. If you want to stand where you were a 

thousand years ago, the system of castes need not be modified in any material degree. 

If, however, you want to emerge out of the slough in which you have long remained 

sunk, it will not do for you to insist on a rigid adher~~e to caste. Modern civilization 
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has accepted greater equality for all as its watchword, as against privilege and 

exclusiveness, which were the root-ideas of the old world.''7 

Gokhale accepted the supremacy of the British power and believed that blessing of the 

British Government will also lit the future of the India. He in his budget speech of 190 3 

said; "The India of the future, will under providence, not be an India of diminishing 

plenty of empty prospect or of justifiable discontent, but one of expanding industry, of 

awakened faculties of increasing prosperity and of more widely distributed comfort and 

wealth. I have faith in the conscience and purpose of my country and I believe in the 

almost illimitable capacities of this. But under no other conditions can this future be 

realisd than the unchallenged supremacy of the paramount power and under no other 

controlling authority is this capable of being maintained than that of the British 

Crown."8 

Believe in mutual co-operation to credit social problem: 

Gokhale believed in the symmetrical co-operations of India and England and as a result 

he believed the improvement of the mutual understanding between the two countries. 

His optimistic view also said that it would also rehabilitate the moral and material 

condition of the country. One important step in that direction would be the 

implementation of the policy of equality of treatment promised in the charter Act of 

1833 and proclamation of 1858.9 The transgression ofthe pledges given would certainly 

amount to the disappearance of one of the main bases of India's loyalty. 10 

Political liberation: 

Finally Gokhale said, about the political liberation. He found that in the society. these 

untouchables were totally neglected. It was the duty of us, to take them with us. To 

make them these assurance that they have also the same self-respect and they had the 

same right to enjoy what the others are enjoying, living in the society. Gokhale also felt 

the necessity to mix these groups with the main stream., t 
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Gokhale was faced with the problem of the Hindu and the Muslims. He criticized these 

types of divisions. To solve these problems he gave a good suggestion that from the 

lower. 

Election was the only way to solve the problem: 

In the administration, there should be no existence of different between Hindu and the 

Muslims in the upper level administration also. He supported the representative works 

in the administration. In the lower level of administration, he meant the local boards and 

municipalities to the higher-level i.e. imperial council. It helped to solve the problem 

through mutual faith and mutual co-operation. He also gave another suitable suggestion 

to finish the Hindu - Muslim rivalry i.e. election. According to him, at the first stage, 

election was to take place in <l general electorate. 

Protest regarding the election on the basis of election: 

If any community felt short of the representation to which its numerical strength entitled 

it, then only at the next stage were elections to take place through communal 

electorates, the purpose being to restore the numerical balance. He strongly opposed 

about the allocation of seat~ on the basis of tradition and religion. He also suggested to 

maintain this in any case. The Government accepted this proposal. 

Try to solve the social problem: 

He was highly sensitive to the problems of nation building in a land of diversity like 

India. But he wanted the Hindu community to help others who were lower down in 

scale in terms of command over economic goods and services.'' He urged the British to 

realize the importance of the majority. According to him, it was urged the 

Mohammedans, had ruled in India for five centuries. It must not however be forgotten 

that the Hindus had ruled for countless centuries before them and even afterwards , 

before the British came on the scene, the Mohamm~dans power had been broken and 

displaced over nearly the whole country by a revival of Hindu rule. Then it \Vas said 
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that there were large Mohammedans populations in other countries some of them self 

Governing countries and that invested the Mohammedans of India with special 

importance. Mr. Gokhale could not see how that mattered in determining the extent of 

the representation which the Government of India should grant to its own subjects, 

unless it was on the assumption that in the administration of this country, those whole 

heart was not with India were to have preference over those whose was.
12 

"He wanted 

to make it understand the position of the Hindus to the social and religions leaders in the 

country." Not only was there no disposition among the Hindus to exalt or to feel 

triumphant but there was actually a sullen feeling of resentment throughout the country, 

a feeling daily growing deeper and stronger that the Government had not held the 

balance even and that it had already learned too much on the Mohammedans side. 13 

Different suggestions ofGokhale: 

Gokhale realized that the Hindu community although mild and passive "I 

temperamentally was plagued by the dysfunctional element of castes." 14 He wanted 

dedicated pursuit of social, assimilations, co-operative, educational and cultural 

activities for building the organic strength of a political system based on plurality 

patterns but owing allegiance to the nation. There was sense of urgency, immediacy and 

keenness in Gokhale's writings and speeches but his spirit was entirely different from 

that of the disgruntled anarchists and revolutionist who were irrevocably alienated 

against the existing power str'lcture and condemned it in a parochial system catering to 

the interests of the white elites. 15 

Gokhale submitted a proposal to the secretary of state. Gokhale had proposed, "To 

throw open a substantial minimum of seats to election on a territorial basis, in which all 

qualified to vote should take part without distinction of race or creed. And then 

supplementary elections should be held for the minorities, which, numerically or 

otherwise, are important enough to need special representation, these supplementary 

elections should be confined to the minorities." 16 
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Gokhale 's sympathy towards Muslim: 

Actually Gokhale had sympathy towards the Muslim community. He knew that it was 

not possible for the Muslims to secure adequate representation in the legislature, under 

the Council Act of 1892. Thus in Madras congress, Gokhale told, "All very well to say 

that the end we have in view is absolute unity in the country, union among all different 

elements ... , but we have to deal with the existing facts as they are." 17 Gokhale in his 

note to the secretary of state on constitutional reforms on 1908 that the twenty five 

elective seats in the imperial council, twenty one should be filled by an electorate 

common to all communities and four seats should be reserved for special Muslim 

constituencies. For provincial council, Gokhale suggested that half their members 

should be elected from territorial constituencies 'without distinction of caste and creed', 

a quarter from constituencies representing 'special interests and the remainder should be 

nominated by the Governor of the province. 18 According to Gokhale, thus there was no 

value for separate electorate system and the system which was proposed by Gokhale 

helped to secure the equitable Muslim representation and also it preserving the 

harmonious relations between the two communities. But these proposals were totally 

dissatisfied the educated Muslim community and the British Government, to solve the 

coming problem; thinking for set up different administrative policy. The demand of the 

educated Muslim community, which Morley told in the house of Lords on 23rd Feb, 

1909, " ... the election of their own representative on these councils in all the stages ... 

secondly. they want a number of seats some what in excess of their numerical 

strength."
19 

These two demands were ready to fill up by the Government. By the 

readiness to give the facilities to the Muslims, it was clear that the British appeased the 

Muslims and followed the policy of divide and rule. Gokhale did not like this and as a 

result he criticized the present system. By giving the political importance to the Muslim, 

the British Government had fallen a problem. According to this system in united 

province where the Muslims constituted only 14% of population, they secured the same 

representation in the imperial council as the 85% Hindus, in the provincial council they 

begged 7 out of the 20 electiYe seats. Not only that, the British also played a 
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discrimating policy on the basis of individual, specially on pay. For example, In 

Calcutta, a Muslim teacher drawing Rs.50 a month could vote but a Hindu professor 

drawing Rs.500 could not and due to this, Gokhale was himself was blamed and 

criticized by others. Gokhale thus said to Sir William Weddembum on December 1909 

about it. "There is no doubt that except in Mohammedans circles, the regulations have 

caused very great, satisfaction throughout the country ... The Mohammedans 

representation in the Viceroy's council is so excessive as to be not only unjust but 

monstrously unjust ... For the next three years out of four members which this 

presidency (Bombay) will send to the Viceroy's council, three will be Mohammedans 

and this when they are only one fifth of the population of this presidency! No wonder 

that even a man like Sir. Pheroz Shah feels disgusted and would like, as he said to me 

the other day, to wash his hands of the whole affair! Gokhale continued by saying that, 

"Again take the Punjab. There are to be three men from the Punjab in the Viceroy's 

council and it is not improbable that to begin with all three may be Mohammedans! The 

Hindus will probably have some times no representation and sometimes only one! And 

this when they are about half the population of the province and in point of education 

wealth and public spirit by for the more advanced! ... Everywhere more representation 

has given to Mohammedans than they are justly entitled to. But what hurts other 

communities even more than the excessive representation of Mohammedans and the 

others. Thus in the city of Bombay while every Mohammedans who has an annual 

income of $135 has a vote in the election of a member to the council, no Hindu or 

Parsee, however wealthy or whatever his position in other respect, has a vote unless he 

is a member of the three of four bodies wh:sh have been called upon to return a 

member. And it is the same throughout the country. The distinction is too glaring and 

hurts very much in practice.20 Actually Gokhale was not satisfied with the proposal of 

Minto. He said, "The regulations, have virtually killed all enthusiasm for the scheme in 

the country except among the Mohammedans. "20
(al And it was because due to the grand 

mistake of Morley that Morley had only frame the skeleton of council Bill. 
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Role ofGokhale in solving the communal problem: 

Gokhale was a peculiar man. In the final phase of constitution making Gokhale was not 

an active participant. In the question of Muslim, he was in vacillating mind. He 

sometimes supported separate electorate again in his note to Morley, he recommended 

the separate electorates "but only marginally to correct any inadequate which might 

arise in Muslim representation through common electorates ". Ana he was not against 

the interest of the Muslim. According to him, if one community had a few more seats 

than the other; it was not the matter and it was already understood by the Government. 

Morley realised that if Gokhale had an objection, it was understood by them earlier. In 

other ways, the (Gokhale) was not slow in appreciating the potentialities of the Anglo

Muslim alliance, but also seems to have suffered from a strange and strong will of his 

colleagues as they had seen the whole political situation of India. Thus, he also advised 

his friend Krishna swami Aiyer not to work up agitation against separate electorates 

through the All India Congress Committee. He said, "I have reasons to believe, that the 

viceroy and the home member are annoyed at the line recently taken by the 

Mohammedans of Lucknow and other places in India. Any agitation on our part at this 

juncture may have the effect again of driving the Government of India and the 

Mohammedans community into each other's arms."21 The situation was like that Minto 

himself did not like the demand of Amar Ali and Aga Khan when both of them 

propaganda in Lucknow and in London. So this was the protest from British 

Government and by this diplomatic policy, Gokhale tried to make a protest against the 

Muslim and wanted to prove that he was not blindly supported the administrative 

function of the Government i.e. he was 'passive' in movement and it was proved in July 

1909, on behalf of Bombay presidency Association Pheroz Shah sent a strongly worded 

telegram to the Government against Communal electorates and the telegram was drafted 

by Gokhale where it was written 'British rule in India. the association begs leave to 

remind the Government is based on the principle of equal treatment for all communities 

without distinction of race or creed. 
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Credits ofGokhale: 

The present policy of favouring one community at the expense of the others strikes at 

the root of that principle and is bound to produce disastrous results."
22 

With this, 

perhaps, Gokhale deliberately refrained from a strong public expression of his view. 

Actually he wanted to run the reforms of his association smoothly without any 

disturbance, which was coming from the Government. But he failed to see that the 

electoral arrangements for Muslims were viewed by the Europeans in India not merely 

as a defence of Muslim interests but also of the Raj against the nationalist challenge and 

this limited objective of the Muslims were able to achieve in 1909 by shrewdly 

exploiting the congress leaders eagerness for and the Anglo-Indian fear of the reforms. 

Participation of students in politics: 

Gokhale had also faced with another problem, which was the vital questior. of that day. 

The question was the participation of students in politics. Gokhale also put his opinion 

in his speeches. 

Student's politics in abroad and India: 

Gokhale denied all accusation against the Indian students by saymg the difference 

between the nature of the students in politics in India and abroad. Gokhale said, that this 

was due the difference between self-governing and subject peoples. He continued by 

saying about the self Governing student's topics that there were so many specific 

measures for discussion, that foreign politics, measures of taxation, social security and 

others and most interesting was that these topics were very critical and was very 

difficult to make it understand by the students. As a result of it, it was generally found 

that students were generally preferred themselves to become the elders about the above 

matters. 
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Gokhale was not blind supporter of stur!cnt in politics: 

But the case of India was different because India was depended country and under the 

control of the British. Thus it was quite natural that if emotionally the Indian students 

plunged themselves in politics. By influencing from, literature, the history, philosophy, 

the students of India joined in politics. Though the students plunged themselves in the 

politics, Gokhale also warned themselves to cultivate self-restraint. According to him, 

educational authoriser should encourage the fullest extent study of politics within the 

portals and boundary of University and Colleges. The leaders would come and invited 

the students to join in the politics and the students will also get the guidance about the 

discussion though Gokhale was not against the participant of students in politics but he 

was not blind supporter of active students politics. Gokhale also laid down some new 

rules what he was thinking for the betterment of students in politics. His role was for the 

new students, they were not allow to deliver any speech publicly, not to allow any body 

to publish any book by his own name or involve himself in active politics. He started 

his role in his Servant of Society at first. His actual aim was to improve or make the 

students as a well and capable responsible person in future. He regarded this period as 

an apprentice period and training period for the students. 

Gokhale 's view towards the participation of students in politics: 

Gokhale had personal experience about this fact. He realised the grave danger result of 

the student if they participated in politics; specially for India where immature 

iemocracy was prevailing. He said his personal experience that when he was immature 

1 politics, wrote a letter about the excess soldiers in administering plague measure. For 

\s reason he was criticised in parliament and also in outside and he bound to apology 

front of the British due to lack of produce of substantiate material. Not only this, in 

second phase of his life he \Vas faced with another problem when Tilak faced his 

~ trial in Bombay and was sentenced to seven years transportation. His (Tilak) 

vers freely asserted that that this was for Gokhale's instigation, who was then in 

1d and influenced mainly his master Ranade and later on by Gandhij i, managing 
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delicate negotiations about the next instalment of reforms with Lord Morley. Moreover 

the two important papers named the Vande Mataram of Calcutta and Hindi Panch of 

Thana defamed him. Even his life became intolerable and he considered seriously the 

idea of moving his head quarter to Bombay but finally seeing the interest of the country 

he decided to stay in Pune. 

Source and influence upon Gokhale: 

Another aspect of his social thought was about the compulsory elementary education 

and the higher education. Being a teacher at the New English School and the Ferguson 

College for nearly eight years, he realised that without the spread of education, no 

civilization will not be regarded as a civilized civilization. 

View of Deccan Society: 

As early as 1896, when he was invited to deliver the annual address to the Bombay 

graduates association, Gokhale choose education in India as his subject. "To us, 'he had 

declared, it' (the spread of primary education) means the future salvation of our 

country."23 And thus, the secretary of the Deccan Society, Mr. Apte, declared, "We 

have undertaken a work with the fir most conviction and belief that of all agents of 

human civilization, education is the only about the material, moral and religions 

regeneration of fallen countries and raised them up to the level of the most advanced 

nations by slow and peaceful revolution. And again in order that education may produce 

the highest beneficial resul~s, which all writers of whatever country or belief agreed in 

asserting to it, it is absolutely necessary that it should in the hands of the people 

themselves. Its scope ought to be free, and in no way must it work against the gain (p. 

71. History ofthe Deccan Society). 2 ~ 

Importance ofwestern education: 

The paramount significance of spreading the western education in India was only to 

regenerate the principles of human civilization and it was a peaceful revolution in the 
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country to achieve every thing and thus it was rt>cessary that these important works 

should be vested in the hands of the Government. Gokhale was aware ofthe tremendous 

problems posed by the spread of English education in India. English education 

generated a greater responsiveness to the appreciation of liberty and value of free 

institutions. He put forward certain criteria by which the ability of the Government to 

meet the new situation was to be judged. He said in 1911. "I suggest four tests to judge 

whether the Government is progressive and further whether it is continuously 

progressive. The first test that I would apply is what measures it adopt for the moral and 

material improvement of the mass of people and under these measures I do not include 

those appliance of modem Governments which the British Government has applied in 

this country because as they were appliance necessary for its very existence though they 

have benefited the people, such as the contraction of Railways, the introduction of posts 

and telegraphs and things of that kind. By measures for the moral and the material 

improvement of the people, I mean what the Government does for education, what the 

Government does for sanitation what the Government does for agricultural development 

and so forth. That is my first test. The second test that I would apply is what steps the 

Government takes to give us a large share in the administration of our local affairs in 

municipalities and local boards. My third test is what voice the Government gives us in 

its councils- in those deliberative assemblies, where policies are considered. And lastly 

'we must consider how far Indians are admitted into the ranks of the public service'. 25 

Views ofGokhale regarding universal education: 

Not only that Gokhale also realised that without the universal education it was not 

possible for the poor farmers to protect and prevent themselves from the hands of the 

money lenders in the imperial Legislative Council he pleaded vigorously for the 

education of the masses. It seemed to him, 'a monstrous and cruel wrong' that millions 

and millions should be left without the rudiments of knowledge and that "the joy of that 

knowledge' should be absolutely inexperienced by them."26 
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Introduction of Bill: 

On 16th March 1911, Gokhale introduced his elementary education Bill. He did not at 

first suggest to expense the Government to expand elementary education in large area. 

Base on largely on the Irish Education Act of 1892 and the English Education Acts of 

1870 and 1876; this Bill of 1911 was, "a purely permissive character."
27 

Policy ofGokhale towards education: 

Gokhale was not the supporter of free education. He suggested to the local bodies to 

empower to levy a special education tax and the school fees were not to be charged 

from parents whose income was less than ten rupees a month and to avoid hardship, 

whole classes or communities could be exempted from the operation of the Bill. He also 

suggested that compulsion was to be applied only to boys between the ages of six and 

ten but it could not be extended to girls of the same age group with the approval of the 

provisional Governments. 

Reasons behind spread of elementary education comparison between east & west: 

Gokhale also criticised the Government policy for expanding the elementary education. 

In legislature. His speech in the imperial council was closely reasoned. He surveyed the 

condition of spreading elementary condition in India and abroad. He compared it and 

after this co-operation, he said, "in the several European Countries, the United States of 

America, Canada and Australia, whole populations could read and write but in India 

only six percent of the people were literate. A mere 1. 7 percent of the population went 

to elementary schools in India, as against 20 percent in the USA and Western Europe, 

11 percent in Japan and in 5 percent in Russia."27
(a) He also showed the expenditure of 

the Government against spreading of western education. 
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Comparison about spreading of elementary education: 

He said, "The expenditure on elementary education was 16s. per head in the U.S.A., lOs 

in England and Gennany 4s. 1 Od. in France 7Y2 d. in Japan 7t;; d. In Russia and barely a 

penny in India."27(b) 

About the free and compulsory education he compared India with other states in the 

world. He said, "Elementary education had been made compulsory and free in great 

Britain, Ireland, France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Hungary, Italy, Belgium, 

Denmark, Norway, Canada, U.S.A., Australia and Japan; in Holland it was compulsory 

but not free. In Russia it was for the most part free, but not compulsory."27
(c) He added 

by saying that if illiteracy was to be banished from India within a measurable period, it 

was necessary for compulsory education. He pointed out that in 1870, before England 

introduced compulsion, only forty three percent of her children were at schools ten 

years had sufficed to bring all of them to school. Similarly, Japan had by means of 

compulsion made elementary education universal within twenty years. Gokhale said 

that the diffusion of education among the mass was the great national task of the 

Government and the Govermnent with the help and kind co-operation of the people 

should do it. He urged the Government to arrange fund to fulfil the aim of spreading 

elementary education. 

December 26, 27 and 28th 1911 Gokhale spoke on the resolution as follows: 

Speech of Gokhale for university elementary education: 

"I do not propose to occupy your attention for more than a few minutes, because I have 

spoken on the subject of this Bill repeatedly at many places in the country and I really 

think that I should not have come to day to speak again upon this proposition before 

you.28 
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Elementary t.:ducation Bill and speech of Gokhale: 

Gokhale always charged the Government regarding the mass education. He thought that 

mass education was necessary for national progress. In elementary education Bill in 

1911, he said, "It is true that here and there a note of dissent was heard but that note has 

been drowned, has been literally drowned in the chorus of whole heated and emphatic 

approval with which the Bill has been well come on all sides."29 He also said, "I think it 

is as true today as it ever was that when a wnole people has made up it's mind to have a 

reform, that reform can not be withhold from the people very long."29
(a) and thus he 

made up some principles to solve this problem. These are given below: -

[I] Resort to compulsion: 

The first is that without some sort of compulsion it is impossible to have 

universal education in the land.29 
(b) And to this, it was necessary for the 

Government in arrange the adequate fund. But Gokhale criticised the 

Government when he found that the Government grant only of 50 Lakhs for 

primary education, he thought that it should delay the speed of spread of 

national awakening. Not fulfil the purpose of our educational policy. 

[II] Gradual compulsion: 

The second fundamental principle is as regard, how this compulsion is to be 

introduced. Gokhale said, "We feel that if compulsion is to be successfully 

introduced in order that it should have a reasonable prospect of success, it 

should be introduced only in those areas where there is a chance of it's receiving 

a certain measure of public acceptance." In short, it can only be introduced any 

in area after areas as each area is ripe for it. This is the second fundamental 

principle, no compulsion is necessary all over the country at once, not is it so 

contemplated in the Bill but we want it to take effect area by area as each area is 

ripe for it. Gokhale in this Bill said that where the benefits of primary education 

are already fairly appreciated, it is possible there. This means that there should 
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be a certain proportion of children of school going age already at school in such 

areas, so that you may have no fear that compulsion will not work with case in 

these areas. 30 

[III] Fund raising authority: 

The third fundamental principle is as regards the authority to raise the funds, 

which is introduced in this Bill and also the financial provision to expand the 

elementary education. Gokhale said, "You must realize that what the Bill does is 

merely to empower local bodies to levy a special education rate, if necessary. 

The District Boards and municipal council have no power to levy an extra tax 

for a special purpose, but the Bill can confer power upon them to utilize the 

proceeds of an educational rate for educational purpose also so that the central 

Government should not come down upon local bodies and divert the proceeds to 

any other purpose. I do not think that there is any thing to complain of in this . 

. . . The Bill does not say that every local body shall or must do so, but if local 

bodies do so they must be enabled to bear their share of cost of the scheme."31 

Regarding the taxation or fund collection from the local bodies it is essential to discuss 

relating to that fact. Gokhale also look after the case of distribution of liabilities to both 

of the Governments. But it was very difficult for him to come in the conclusion very 

quickly. He said, "The cost of primary education is divided between local bodies and 

Government. Taking one area with another you will find that one third of the cost 

comes from thr central Government and two thirds falls upon the local body. If local 

funds pay one third and if the Bill is carried and the central Government gives two 

thirds, I do not see that any ground for grievance~ areas. ,JI(a) Gokhale also realised that 

this situation of the financial problem of the area, where they are not receiving the 

financial aid from the Government. Gokhale showed the example of Ireland and proved 

that if those areas faced really this type of financial problem the local bodies compelled 

to frame the rule for collecting the taxes. So Gokhale said, "our interest is that the 

people of all parts ofthe country should be educated."31
(bl 
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Oppositio:ifrom the moderate: 

Gokhale also faced some problem from his moderate groups also. Surendranath 

Banerjee opposed it, fearing that it would divert funds for elementary education from 

higher education in which incidentally he was personally interested. 

View ofGokhale about elementary education: 

But, Gokhale was in constant for the elementary education Bill. He said, "I think the 

best course will be to go in for free and compulsory education together. I may state that 

this was my own view for years and years and I would have urged in the council that 

education should be free as well as compulsory, but when the Bill was framed last year, 

the resolution having been introduced the year before last, it was thought desirable, in 

order to conciliate official opposition, that education should be made free only to the 
'} poorer classes.,_,_ 

View for Mohammedans regarding language: 

Gokhale also decided to do for the Mohammedans. Regarding the language, he was in 

fear that this Bill may be the cause of forcing Mohammedans boys to learn language, 

which are not their own language. To solve this type of problem Gokhale said, " I need 

hardly say that there was no such idea present in the minds of the framers of the Bill. If 

there is any room for such a fear I am quite willing to add a provision laying it down 

that where there are 20 or more boys speaking a particular vernacular, provision must 

be made for teaching them that vernacular, where the number of boys speaking a 

language is less than that it will be left to the community to say which of the 

vernaculars should be taught. I think this should satisfY for the Mohammedans and 

remove this objection. "33 
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View of Gokha/e about primary education Bill - 1913: 

A meeting of the imperial Legislative Council held on Tuesday, 25th Feb. 1913. 

Gokhale moved another resolution for extension of primary education. From the 

movement of the resolution it was clear that the Government had an intention to 

eradicate the illiteracy from the country and made a proposal for extension of primary 

education. Though the member in charge of education was not at first willing to spread 

education, later on when along with Gokhale and other members were very willing to 

spread it. According to Sir. Harcourt Butler that education was bound to be free and 

compulsory in this country."34 According to him, "Universal and free education in India 

must come as it has come in all other countries but the time is not yet and I am 

confident that the Government of India has a policy diced for the present by the same 

hopes and aims as the hopes and aims of Mr. Gokhale. We have no attitude of hostility 

towards the principles, which inspires his Bill. We and he are working for the same 

ends, the breaking of illiteracy in India."35 But Gokhale said, "Now Sir, I want this 

programme. I think the country is entitled to know what it is. This is a matter in regard 

to which we are entitled to be taken into confidence. If the programme is to be carried 

out, let us know really how the Government mean to carry it out."36 

Moreover he said, "If Sir, during my 25 years study of public questions, I have had to 

wide through piles and piks of official con·espondence and I have not much appetite 

left for it. I am not unduly curious about official correspondence. It is always interesting 

reading, it is not always even profitable reading, there fire, I am not particular whether 

this correspondence is published or not. If only the Honourable member will give us the 

programme, if he will tell us in what time he will carry it out, I will not press for the 

publication of these official papers. Sir, let the council look at the language, which this 

programme is to be achieved. 

He says that it is the hope of the Government of India that in the not distant future the 

number of schools and of the school going population will be doubled."37 For the 

expansion of education it Vvas necessary for fund. Gokhale have able to form some idea 
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of what must in the mind· of Government as to the cost. It seems that the cost of 

programme will be at least about six crores a year for the primary education of boys and 

· girls. I arrive at that in this way.38 

Though Montague Chelmsford spoke about increase of education. According to him, 

the cost of spreading education will be high for those days. He said that, "average cost 

being raised from $10 a school to about $ 20 a school. The present cost of boy's 

primary schools from all sources is roughly a million. This is to be doubled, which 

means two millions, that is another extra million or a crore and a half must be found for 

existing schools. "39 

Think about fund: 

Gokhale also put forward his anxiousness about the definite information of fund. He 

had a question in mind that whether the Government able to secure the fund or to know 

how the honourable member is going to find the money. Mr. Gokhale had also some 

different questions like the period. 

Proposal to disclose the plan of Government: 

The questions are (i) the proportion you are going to distribute the funds that may 

available between expansion and improvements and finally and lastly, which have taken 

by Government to over come the difficult which was saw often brought on against the 

Bill of last year, namely the absence of trained teacher. Moreover Gokhale urged to the 

Government to publish the programme and if some difficulty exists, he said it was the 

duty of the Government to know what that difficulties and it was help for Government. 

because Gokhale said that, "it would go to strengthen the Government in moments of 

weakness. If a time of difficulty arose and they were likely to feel that this expenditure 

was somewhat inconvenient and that should be cut down, a definite promise gives 

would stop them from yielding to the temptation and they would have to go on with the 

work just the sum, even by resorting to increased taxation, if necessary. And then only 

will the programme have a proper chance of being realized. I trust the honourable 
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member will consider all this and see his way to publishing the programme, which he 

undoubtedly has submitted to secretary of state. If he will offer to do this, I will not 

press for the publication of the correspondence. If not I shall have to press my notion to 

divisions. "40 

Criticism ofGokhale regarding shortage of fund for primary education: 

Gokhale also criticised the Government's economy policy. He criticized about the 

military expenditure of the Government and the recommendation of Royal Commission 

giving the example of railways, he said, "the railway expenditure is met out of 

borrowings and I do not know that has any connection, as there is no nil loss. With the 

current revenues out of which provision for primary education has to be made of course. 

He continued by saying that if railway finances results in lessees, then the lessees has to 

be made good out of current revenues but that is now a some what remove contingency 

and therefore, I think, for our present purposes, we may will put railway expenditure out 

of account."41 But Gokhale realised the plan of the British Government that this 

Government had no policy and plan for reduction of military expenditure. Thus, 

Gokhale remarkably said, "My contention is that question of Primary Education is 

second to no other in importance and if you are firm in your desire to find money for it 

you must do so independently."42 He again said in this connection ifthe Government do 

not wish to publish their programme because that commit them definitely to content 

expenditure, I say they had no right and I say they business to make public use of that 

programme for their own purposes. "43 

Actually, the British Government only tried to satisfy the people who are now living in 

England by making themselves clear that this was the credit of the Government that 

they able to increase double school going population and this is the reason that the 

British Government was indifferent to publish the affairs. 
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Role of Gokhale in spreading female education: 

Gokhale 's think about the female education: 

The third most important aspect of Gopal Krishna Gokhale was his thought about the 

spreading of female education. Gokhale realised that to run the country it was necessary 

to educate the females also. But due to the lack of enlightenment in India it was not 

possible. The women were still stay in the room and had no light to do anything for 

society. According to him, "My nation was not only great but was the greatest of all on 

the fall of the earth, long before anyone had heard any of the oldest states of the west. "
44 

He said this country had royal philosophy, science and arts of any kind are at the 

present day steeped are ignorance and superstition and all the moral happiness, which 

comes of such darkness. In general on that days the Indian woman were not willing to 

take any type of modern education and it was proved from Lord Ripon's education 

committee which appear like that "The social customs of India, in regard to child 

marriage and the seclusion in which woman of the well-to-do classes spend their 

married life in most parts of the country, create difficulties which embarrass the 

promoters of female education at every step. The duration of the school going age for 

girls is much shorter than that for boys."45 

This was the picture of the whole Hindu and the Muslim community and as a result of 

it, Gokhale had a keen interest to spread the women education among the Indians. He 

knew that education enlightened freedom and made them in honoured position in the 

society and this was not found among the Indian women. He admitted it by saying that 

it was the credit of American Missionary society, who opened in 1884, the first nati\·e 

girls school in Bombay. Not only that the Scottish Missionary and also some Indians 

like Naoroji had played an important role for spreading the female education in India. 

Gokhale in his educational congress held in 1897, gave many example of the condition 

of the women education in India. He said, in Madras presidency total female population 

20,000,000, and among them only 250,000 females can read and write or under 

instruction which gives a ratio of l in 80. In the Bombay Presidency total female 
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population of about 130,000,000, thus giving a ratio of I in 130 etc. There are some 

reasons behind it. The main reasons are the lack of female teacher, the curriculum for 

girl's school. Gokhale thought that, "The worst defect in the present system of female 

education in India is the utterly dry, mechanical and uninteresting character of the 

methods of instruction. Women naturally possess more refined sensibilities than men 

and have a finer, more delicate as the perception and a course of instruction which 

merely overloads the memory and fails to appeal to the imagination is not calculated to 

leave on the mind, of small girls very agreeable impression of their brief school 

carrier. "46 

Gokhale 's hopes and view of credit the spread of female education: 

Thus, Gokhale had a view that he had firm faith that in course of time all difficulties, 

which at present in the society, will also come out and disappear. He also said, "The 

opposition of my countrymen to the education of tneir girls, at one time so general and 

so pronounced, has softened into difference into toleration. And from this to achieve 

appreciation is but a stage step, though I must admit it is not a short step, though I must 

admit it is not a short step."47 He also congratulates the persons who willing to come in 

front to solve the problem of the country and thought that they will fulfil his aim also. 

Gokhale as a reformer: 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale was also a reformat. He realised the actual problem of the 

society. In his opinion, for development of the society, it was necessary to look after 

and solve the problem of the depressed class, problem of marriage of the women and 

also the problem of communal affair. Gokhale tried to solve these problems by creating 

pressure on the Government. 

(l) Role ofGokhale for the upliftment of the depressed class: 

For the upliftment of the depressed class Gokhale moved a resolution at Dharwar social 

conference on April 2i\ 1903. In doing so he said, "The proposition which has been 

entrusted to me runs thus: That this conference holds that the present degraded 
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condition of the .low castes is in itself and from the national paint of view unsatisfactory 

and is of opinion that every well-wisher of the country should consider it is his duty to 

do all he can to raise their moral and social condition by trying to rouse self respect in 

these classes and placing facilities for education and employment with their reach. "48 

In edition, he also said that ... "The condition of low estates - it is painful to call them 

low estates - is not only satisfactory as the resolution says - it is also deeply deplorable 

that it constitutes a grave blot on our social arrangement and further the attitude of our 

educated men towards this class is profoundly painful and humiliating. I do not propose 

to deal with this subject as an antiquarian ... ". Seeing the condition of the depressed 

class Gokhale said, "I think all fair minded persons will have to admit that it is 

absolutely monstrous that a class of human beings, with bodies. Similar to our own with 

brains that can think and with heart that can feel, should be perpetually condemned a 

low life of utter wretchedness, servitude and mental and moral degradation and that 

permanent barriers should be placed in their way so that it should be impossible for 

them ever to overcome them and improve their lot. "49 He sited the example of the 

relation betweer. the cats and dogs. He said, "The touch of these human brings is 

pollution! He also urged to "Turn the search light inward." To say about the humanity 

he also compared with western culture and he said that '·west are a perfectly elastic 

institution and not rigidital or cast iron like our caste" and he also said the case of 

chamberlain (the British P.M.); finally he also arose the question of national self

respect. He said it was not possible for country yourself without removing the ignorance 

barbarism and degradation. As this consequence he recalled Swami Vivakananda and 

his spiritual thinking. To the task which was own prevailing society. He appealed to the 

younger generation by saying, "Gentleman, it seems to me that in the present state of 

India, no work can be higher or lower than this. I think if there is one question of social 

reform more than another that should stir the enthusiasm of our educated young men 

and inspire them with an unselfish purpose, it is this question of the degraded condition 

of our low castes ... canota few man 5%, 4%, 2% [B.R. Nanda- Gokhale]. He again 

said, "What the country needs most at present movement is a spirit of self sacrifice on 
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the part of our educated young men and they make take it from me that they can not 

spend their lives in a better cause than rising their lives in a better cause than rising the 

moral and intellectual level of these unhappy low castes and promoting their general 

well beings ... "50 

(2) Role of Gokhale regarding marriage Bill: 

Early marriage was prevailing in the society. Since ancient time. But this social custom 

also harmful for society. Due to the early marriage, the girls children are generally 

deprived from the higher education and it also indirectly prevent the social 

development. Thus, Gokhale supported the special marriage Bill. B11t he found that 

there is no chance of this motion being adapted by the council. He requested to 

Government by saying, I would like to say a word, even at this last moment and let the 

Bill proceed to the proposed select committee. It is quite true that a very large majority 

of our countryman are strongly against this Bill. At the same time even the strongest 

opponent of the Bill cannot deny that there is a very influential and enlightened 

minority in support of the Bill. That being so, I think it is due to the supporters of this 

Bill, to their position in the country and to the interest of Indian progress which they 

represent that the Government should allow the Bill to be examined by a select 

committee; because it is only a select committee that can properly examine a measure of 

this kind ... "51 Gokhale strongly supported this Bill. He said in the favour of the Bill. ·'It 

is quite true, as we have seen from options expressed both in this council and outsiJe, 

that the Bill represents ideas which are in advance of the views of the bulk of the Hindu 

Mohammedans communities today; but I am quite sure that with the spread of Higher 

education among Indian with late marriages; coming and more into rough - and late 

marriage must lead to choice marriage i.e. to free choice by the marrying parties- with 

these things coming with the dignity of individual freedom realized better and better 

and last but not least with the steady fusion of different creeds and different races which 

is band to take place under the stress of our growing nationality, to which is bound to 

take place under the stress of our growing nationality ... "52 
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Credit of Gokhale: 

Gokhale a number of times pressed the Government to allow this Bill to go to the select 

committee and appeal to the Government to reconsider their decision but last of all on a 

division, II voted for the motion and 43 against. So the motion was negative. Though 

ihe motion was negative but the effort of Gokhale was remarkable. His remarkable 

thinking was so far reaching from that day and it was beyond of imagination of the 

common people on that day. So in the conclusion we can say only that the Government 

for overall development of the society; especially for women now accepts the thought 

of Gokhale where they can enjoy taking higher education, liberty and their decision in 

their mind. 

(3) Gokhale and the communal problem: 

Gokhale also faced with communal problem. He thought that though the British in India 

followed the policy of divide and rule, there was no question of division in the Hindu 

and Muslim not only that Gokhale in his speech in London, condemned the rise of 

Aligarh programme. 

His view about Aligarh School: 

In his opinion, it had separated political programme. "It is most improbable", he said 

that the east India association, 'that the Aligarh programme when drawn up will be 

found to be substantially different from congress programme and though the new 

organization may maintain its separate existence for a while, it must inevitably merge 

itself sooner or later into the larger and older organization of the national congress. "53 

Optimism o.fGokhale: 

But Gokhale's optimism finished when he found in 1906, the Muslim formed the all 

India Muslim league. He actually like his master, Ranade was wholly free from regional 

and religions parochialism. He affirmed, "The India of the future, could not now be 

rmly Hindu India or a Mohammedans India; it must be compounded of all the elements 
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which ex:sted in India - Hindu, Mohammedans, Parsee, Christian, Aye and the English 

man who adopted India as his country."54 

Problem of Hindu and Muslim: 

Gokhale actually realised the nature of the Hindu - Muslim problem. According to him, 

the Hindus, in general the majority in most of the provinces in India. In education, the 

Hindus are far advance in comparison to the Muslim. Even in higher education the 

Hindus are in advance. "One in 300 Hindus knew English as against on in 600 

Muslims."55 He said that the Muslims had also a facility, which was not enjoying by the 

Hindus. The Hindus were much divided into different caste system. Thus, Gokhale 

realised that they had so common interest but suffered from common disabilities. He 

urged the Hindus to realise their special responsibilities for improving the relation 

between two communities. 

Urge ofGokhale to solve the problem: 

He tried to make it understand to the Hindus that they were in advance in education 

wealth and it was their duty to understand the genuine fears of the Muslim minority and 

to treat it with tact and forbearance. He hoped that the whole atmosphere could be 

transformed if only a few Hindus voluntarily devoted themselves to the service of the 

Muslim community. If this fact happened the Muslims had to realize that the struggle of 

the Indian people for their rights and then their movements turned into, 'not a religions 

but a national struggle'. He also sighted the example of the Turkish movement, where 

'Young Turks were all for Turkey. Gokhale said, "The Mohammedans of India, must 

also accept India as their country and it is then that they will be able to realized their 

highest ideal. 'Certain forces' were trying to keep the two communities apart. 'Some of 

you', he warned predominantly Muslim audience, 'may like to side with the officials. 

may of whom will like to have you on their side but you should remember that men (the 

British) [The British] who love patriotism and liberty can not but despise you. There 
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may be small favours but when a certain limit is reached, you too will not be allowed to 

go further. "56 

Gokhale 's constant effort to solve communal problem: 

The portion of Bengal was mainly responsible for this atmosphere. Thus Gokhale 

planned to visit different parts of the northern India, to solve the problem. He started for 

tour in 1907, after Surat secession 1906 where congress divided into two parts. This 

tour was remarkable because he got a good response from the Muslim community, 

particularly from Muslim youth. Muslims turned up a large numbers to attend his 

meetings at Lucknow, Aligarh, Merat, Lahore and other places. He was received a great 

honour from Lucknow where Nawab Mohsin-Ul-Mulk, the prime mover of the Simla 

deputation entertained a breakfast by twenty. Muslim leaders. At Aligarh Gokhale was 

warmly welcome by the students. It was a wonderful seen that Gokhale's carriage was 

pulled by (he students, instead of Horse and they shouted by saying, 'Gokhale Indaba' 

(long live Gokhale). Dr. Syed Mahmud, then a student at Aligarh, later recalled that 

Gokhale turned to Mohamed Ali, the future Khilafat leader, who had taken him to 

Aligarh and said, "I shall now die a happy man. When I see young Muslims with so 

much enthusiasm for me and for India, little doubt remains in my heart that India will 

get freedom soon."57 

Result of tour by Gokhale: 

The tour of Gokhale caused a great effect in the minds of the Muslims. The British 

commissioner of Lucknow High court Butler and his friend really astonished by seeing 

the condition of the Muslim's relation with the Hindus. In February, March 1907, what 

he had seen is now totally changed and he was thinking that, "Would Muslim Youth 

slide down the slippery road of political extremism ? Was the Muslim middle class 

about to make common cares with the Hindus? Was it possible that the antagonism 

between the two communities would be overlaid by a common hatred of the British 

Govemment?"58 
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Soon after the visit of Merat of Gol:~ale, a radical change was found there. The Hindus 

and the Muslims both enjoyed the different festivals. The Hindus, there opened a 

refreshment room for Muslims during, 'Mahorum', and the Muslims also by serving 

refreshments to the Hindus at the time of Holi festival, 'This augurs well for future', 

wrote a correspondent to Gokhale', and is entirely due to your recent visit'. 
59 

Problem of Bengal and works ofGokhale: 

But this visit did not put any effect in East Bengal. Though as late as 1906, 

Surendranath Banerjee was assuring Gokhale that he could able to solve this problem 

by gaining support from the Muslim against the partition of Bengal. The problem of 

Bengal was different then others. Here in Bengal the problem was economic. The case 

was that the landowning and professional class were mainly the Muslims. Moreover, 

they had a vested interest in the new province. The British officials, in the district of 

East Bengal also harassed by the anti partition agitation. 

When Gokhale was reported about it, he sent an envoy V. S. Srinivasa Sastri (who had 

recently joined the servants of India society) to enquire about this situation. He studied 

the condition and found that few Muslim weavers (Jolas) and few educated men, ?nly 

willing to participate the movement. He said, "I find it hard to believe but it seems to be 

truth that such thorough opposition to the country's cause is the work of a band of 

Moulavie, paid by the Nawab of Dacca and helped by the police."60 He said that the 

British officials partially supported the Muslim community in Bengal. 

Realising the fact, Gokhale came in Calcutta and stayed there for fifteen days in 1907 

and personally assess the situation. Gokhale wrote a letter to Wedderburn (201
h May 

1907) : I think the responsibility for the unhappy disturbances in east Bengalis with all 

the three parties- the Hindus, the Mohammedans and the officials- though necessarily 

in varying degrees. The anti partition agitation which is confined mostly to the Hindus 

is naturally resented by the officials who are still smarting under a sense of humiliation 

in connection with Sir. B. Fuller's resignation. The wild talk in which some of the more 
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irresponsible speakers on the Hindu side have been indulging on the subject of 

independence or Swarajya with British control as they call it, is also naturally setting 

the officials against the Hindu community ... There is also no doubt that the officials 

have allowed the impression to spread (and have even openly encouraged it) that the 

Hindus were in their bad books and that the Mohammedans community was the special 

object of their favour and patronage. There is also no doubt that when the present 

disturbances first begun, there was a marked tendency to wink at Muslim rowdies and 

the Hindus more or less to their fate . . . A number of Muslim rowdies have been 

preaching for some time a holy war against the Hindus, not on account of the Boycott, 

but on religions grounds the red pamphlet which I have seen my self and which is of a 

most inflammatory character has ben circulated, broadcast throughout province and in 

this pamphlet, the Mohammedans are called upon to rise and destroy the Hindus, so that 

the glory of Islam be once more re-established. 

I mention these things not to urge anything against the Musalmans, because these 

charges and counter charges between the two communities are harmful to real interests 

of both and the quarrel is deeply painful and humiliating to those whose hopes for the 

future of the community i.e. in the two communities working together . . . I do not wish 

even now to blame them (the Muslims of East Bengal) for they are ignorant and 

fanatical and know no better but I want you to seen clearly the unfairness of the 

Government ... The whole affair has been most Pnfortunate and it has put the clock of 

progress back by several years."61 

Thus, in conclusion what Gopal Krishna had done to solve the communal problem was 

remarkable. When he was in busy to do it, he found the mutual destructive strife in 

congress ... After 1907 he wanted to stop this type of problem. Moreover he tried to 

resist the official repression. Thus in short, his life was not smooth. But his real goal on 

which he had set his heart was the reform of the legislatures to open a new chapter in 

Indo-British relations. No ... was he able to leave for England to mobilize support for 

this reform. 
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