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Chapter I 

Colonialism in India 

Efforts have been made to discuss the nature of Colonialism and 

its characteristics on the basis of the summary of the arguments 

advanced by Bipan Chandra and other scholars in the foregoing pages of 

our study. The country, which is subjected, by a metropolitan capitalist 

country, is described as a colony and what happens in a colony is 

Colonialism. The total system of Imperialist domination of a pre

capitalist country 1s Colonialism. Colonialism, obviously 1s an 

enormously problematic category; "It is by definition transhistorical and 

unspecific, and it is used in relation to very different kind of cultural 

oppress10n and economic control" . 1 Colonialism in any situation comes 

to occupy its hold when a culturally advanced country realises the 

supremacy of its own culture. The cultural domination works by consent 

and can precede conquest by force ... "The supremacy of social group 

manifests itself in two ways, as 'domination' and as 'intellectual' and 

moral leadership". It seems clear that there can and indeed must be 

hegemonic activity even before the rise of power, and that one should 

not count only by the material force which power gives in order to 

exercise an effective leadership.2 Political hegemony of the British m 

India was spelled out by the coloniser namely J. Farish in a minute 

issued in the Bombay Presidency: " The Natives must either be kept 

down by a sense of our power, or they must "Y'illingly submit from a 

conviction that we are more wise, more just, more human, and more 

anx10us to improve their condition than any, other rulers they could 

possibl:v· have" .3 Colonialism almost invariably implies a relation of 

structur<~l domination and a suppress10n- often violent- of the 

heterogeneity of the subject in question. 1 

I 

Basic Character of Colonialism in India 

Mainlv there are two broad features of Colonialism. (a) one is the 

complete subordination of the colony to the needs of the metropolis or 
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Imperialist power and (b) the other is the economic exploitation of the 

colony or the appropriation of the country's economic surplus by the 

metropolis. The economic surplus in the colony is produced in many 

different ways, from traditional agriculture to plantation to modern 

mining and factory production. But the essence of Colonialism is 

appropriation of this surplus by various classes of the Imperialist 

country. Subordination means that the basic Issues of the colony's 

economic, social and political development are not determined by the 

metropolitan economy and of the metropolitan class. 5 

The colonial state is a basic part of the colonial structure. At the 

same time, the subordination of the colony to the metropolis and other 

features of the colonial structure are constructed through, and 

determined and maintained by the colonial state. Under Colonialism, it 

is because of its control over the colonial state that the metropolitan 

ruling class is able to control, subordinate and exploits the colonial 

society. In other words, the metropolitan ruling class does not control, 

subordinate state power and the social surplus in the colony mainly 

because of its ownership of the means of production in the colony. 

Rather, because the ruling class controls state power in the colony it 

controls its social surplus and is able to subordinate its producers. The 

colonial state is the organised power of the metropolitan ruling class for 

dominating the entire colonial society. The colonial state does not 

represent any of the indigenous social classes of the colony. It 

subordinates all of them. None of the indigenous upper classes share 

state power in the colony, none of them is a part of the ruling class. The 

metropolitan ruling class may share the social· surplus in the colony 

with the indigenous upper classes, but it does not share power with 

them. Not even princes, regents and landlords have a share in colonial 

state power.'' 

Colonialism IS not one continuos phenomenon or unified 

structure. Colonialism goes through several stages. The subordination of 

the colonial country and its exploitation remain constant but the forms 

of subordination and exploitation undergo changes over time from one 

stage to another. Thus colonies underwent a fundamental 

transformation or modernisation under Colonialism. But this 

transformation or modernisation did not convert them into carbon copies 
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of the metropolitan societies. The forms or patterns of subordination 

undergo changes over time according to changes in the historical 

development of capitalism as a world system, the place of the individual 

metropolis within this system and the development of colonialism in the 

colony itself. Similarly, while the apprropriation of the colony's surplus 

by the metropolis is a constant feature, the forms of this appropriation 

undergo changes from one stage to another. Stages of colonialism are 

thus basically differentiated by these two features -patterns of 

subordination and the surplus appropriation. 7 Karl Marx was the first to 

notice this fact. He conceptualised only two stages- the stage of 

monopoly trade and direct appropriation of surplus and of free trade or 

unequal exchange. 10 R.P Dutt added a third stage, that of finance 

imperialism. q Samir Amin and many others theorize as if only the third 

stage constituted colonialism.1° The three distinct forms of exploitation 

or surplus appropriation were related to colonialism. Consequently each 

stage represented a different pattern of subordination of colonial 

economy society and polity and therefore, different colonial policies, 

political and administrative institutions, ideologies and impact as also 

different responses by the colonial people. 11 

Stages of Colonialism for different colonies are not bound by the 

same time horizons. Different stages occur in different colonies at 

different times, that is, different stages occupy different periods m 

different countries. But the content of a stage remains broadly the same 

whenever and wherever it may occur. We should also note that a stage of 

Colonialism does not occur in a pure form, nor is there a sharp and 

complete break between one stage and another. ·Forms of appropriation 

or exploitation and other features of Colonialism from earlier stages 

continue into the later stages. Different stages are, however, marked by 

distinct dominant features- there is qualitative change from one stage to 

another. 

Basic character of Colonialism and its different stages can be 

illustrated from the history of Colonialism in modern India. This is 

specially so because historians agree on treating India as a classic 

colony. The basic character of British rule did not remain the same 

through its long history of nearly two hundred vears. The changing 

pattern of British position in the developing world capitalist economy led 
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to changes in the nature of British Colonialism in India, that is changes 

in forms of exploitation and consequently in colonial policies, impact and 

Indian response. The basic character of Colonialism in India during 

different stages and also the reasons for change from one stage to 

another \vill be discussed in the foregoing pages. 

The first stage of Indian Colonialism can be termed as the period 

of monopoly trade and direct appropriation or (the period of East India 

Company's domination i.e. 1757-1813 A. D). During the later part of the 

18th century Colonialism entered into India. India was conquered by a 

monopoly trading corporation- the English East India Company. The 

Company had two basic objectives at this stage: (a) the first was to 

acqmre a monopoly of trade with India. This meant other English, 

European, Indian merchants or trading companies should not compete 

with it in purchase or sell of Indian products. This would enable the 

English East India Company to buy Indian goods at the cheaper rate and 

sell them in the world markets at higher price. Thus Indian economic 

surplt<s was to be appropriated through monopoly trade. This objective 

of the Ee1st India Company was achieved through the legislation of a 

Royal Charter from the British Government regarding the right to trade 

with India and the East. (b) The second major objective of Colonialism at 

this stage was to directly appropriate or take over Government revenues 

through control over state power. The company was in need of huge 

financial resources to wage wars in India and abroad to protect their 

trading stations. Therefore, the financial resources had to be realised in 

India from the Indian people. This provided another incentive to make 

territorial conquest of India. 

Financial resources had to be raised in India for another reason 

also. Indian money was needed to purchase Indian goods. Partly this 

could be realised by selling British goods to India. The East India 

Compam used its political power to acquire monopolistic control over 

Indian 1 r<l(le and handicraft products. Indian traders were gradually 

replaced and ruined, while the weavers and the craftsmen were 

compelled either to sell their products at lower rates or to work for the 

Companv at low wages. With political conquest, the East India Company 

acquired direct control over the revenues of the Indian states. Moreover, 

both Company and its servants illegally extorted immense wealth from 

the Indian merchants, officials, nobles, rulers and Zamindars. In fact 
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this element of plunder and direct seizure of surplus was very strong in 

the first stage of Colonialism. 

An important character of this stage was that no basic changes 

were introduced in the colony in administration, judicial system, 

transport and communication, method of agricultural or industrial 

production, forms of business management or economic organisation 

(except for the Permanent Settlement in Bengal which really belonged to 

the second stage of Colonialism). Nor were any changes made in 

education or intellectual field, culture or social organisation. Only two 

new educational institutions were started- one at Banaras for Sanskrit 

learning and the other at Calcutta for Persian and Arabic learning. Even 

the Christian Missionaries and the British Capitalists, who might have 

acted as a channel for the import of modern western ideas, were kept out 

of British possessions in India. The only changes made were in military 

organisation and the technology - which contemporary independent 

chieftains and rulers in the colonies were also trying to introduce and in 

administration at the top of the structure of revenue collection so that it 

could be made more efficient and diverted to the Company. At this stage, 

British rule was not very different from traditional empires, which too 

relied on land revenue collection. 1:J 

Some basic questions could be raised on Colonialism during this 

stage. Why did not the British prefer to make drastic change in the 

overall structure of India's political, administrative and socio-cultural 

framework? It can be said that the basic objectives of Colonialism at this 

stage did not require basic socio- economic and administrative changes 

in India. Colonialism at this stage could be ·superimposed over its 

existing structure. The British rulers did not feel the need to penetrate 
' 

the villages deeper than their indigenous Indian predecessors had done 

so long as land revenue was successfully sucked out through the 

traditional machinery of revenue collection. There was, therefore, no 

need to disturb India's existing econom1c or political structure, or 

administrative and social organisation or cultural and ideological 

framework. During this stage the colonial master did not feel to criticize 

the traditional Indian civilization, religion, caste system, laws, and 

family s1 ructure etc, for they were not seen as obstacles of colonial 

exploitation. The need was to understand them sympathetically so that 
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political control and economic exploitation could proceed smoothly 

without arousing opposition from Indians on religious, social or cultural 

grounds. This period witnessed large-scale drain of wealth from India. 

This wealth played an important role in financing Britain's industrial 

revolution. 

The second stage of Colonialism in India can be termed as the era 

of Industrial Capitalism and free trade. During this stage Britain was 

undergoing the Industrial revolution. The newly developing capitalists 

began to attack the East India Company and the forms of its exploitation 

in India. These capitalists demanded that their interests be safeguarded. 

They wanted India to serve as a market for their manufactured goods 

and exporters of raw materials, especially cotton and foodgrains. In 

order to suit the need of the British Capitalists, British Colonialism m 

India entered in its second stage. This stage commenced in 1813 and 

continued till 1860. India was forced to become a subordinate-trading 

partner of Britain as a market to be exploited and as a dependent colony 

to produce and supply the raw materials and foodstuffs Britain needed. 

India's economic surplus was to be appropriated through trade based on 

unequal exchange. As a result, Britain increasingly produced and 

exported goods, which were produced in factories using advanced 

technology and less labour, and in which level of productivity and wages 

was high. On the other hand, India produced agricultural raw materials 

through backward methods of production using great deal of labour 

leading to low productivity and low wages. This international division of 

labour was, moreover, not only highly unfavorable to India but was 

unnatural and artificial and was introduced ahd maintained forcibly 

through colonial domination. One of the important aspects of this stage 

of colonialism was that the East India Company gradually lost most of 

its political and economic power in India after the passing of the Charter 

Act of 1 1-5 13. The real power being wielded by the British Government 

which ruled India in the interest of British Capitalists class as a whole. 

India could not be exploited in the new way within its existing 

political, economic, administrative and socio-cultural setting. Therefore, 

the existing setting was necessitated to be replaced and transformed all 

along Brit ish requirement. The British Government set out to do so after 

1813. In the economic field this meant integrating India's colonial 
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economy with the British and world capitalist economy. The most 

important instrument to achieve this was the introduction of free trade. 

All important duties in India were either totally removed or drastically 

reduced to nominal rates. Thus India was thrown upon to British 

capitalists to develop tea, coffee and indigo plantations, trade, transport, 

mining and modern industries in India. The British Indian Government 

extended maximum help to these capitalists.1 4 

The agrarian structure of India was sought to be transformed in a 

capitalist direction through the Permanent Settlement and Roytwari 

system. 1 ~, The large-scale imports and their sale in land and even more 

the large-scale exports of the bulky raw materials and their gathering at 

the ports from long distances inside the country required a cheap and 

easy system of transport and communication. Without such a system 

India could not be opened to large-scale foreign trade. The Government, 

therefore, improved rivers and canals, encouraged the introduction of 

steamships on the rivers and improved the roads. Above all, during the 

later part of the 19th century, it encouraged and financed a large 

network of railways linking India's major cities and markets to its ports. 

By 1905 nearly 45,000 km. of railways had been built. Similarly a 

modern postal and telegraph system was introduced to facilitate 

economic transactions. 1r, 

Many changes were now brought about in the administrative field. 

Administration was made more elaborate and comprehensive and it 

reached down to the villages and out-lying areas of the country so that 

British goods could reach, and agricultural products down from, its 

interior villages and remotest parts. Legal and judicial structure of India 

was overhauld to promote capitalist commercial relations and to 

maintain law and order.l7 

One of the crucial and important aspects of the British 

Colonialism in India is the cultural transformation. To achieve this goal, 

the process was initiated during the second stage of Colonialism. During 

1830s and 1840s the colonial administrators gave more stress in this 

respect. English replaced Persian as the official language in India. Lord 

William Bentinck's resolution, dated March 7, 1835 stated that, "the 

funds appropriated to education would be best employed in English 

education alone". 18 Modern education was now introduced basically with 
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the objective to man the new, vastly expanded administration. But more 

particularly, the policy was expected to help transform India's society 

and culture. The transformation seems to have needed for (a) the 

creation of an overall climate of change and development and (b) 

generate a culture of loyalty to the rulers. 

Immediately after William Bentinck's Act on English Education 

1835, followed Macaulay's Minute of Education, officially required the 

natives of India to submit to the study of English Education, altering the 

direction of Indian education. It is not that English was introduced that 

year only- it was introduced more than two decades earlier, but it could 

not replace oriental languages. But from 1835 onwards a replacement 

had been effected. To be more clear to this- English literature appeared 

as a subject in the curriculum of the colonies long before it was 

institutionalised in the home country. I" 

The new educational policy had been analysed by the scholars in 

their own ways. Gayatri Spivak termed the minute of English Education 

of 1835 as, "Subject constituting project:' of Colonialism as the production 

of secondariness: Westernised (male} subject "a class of persons, Indian 

m blood and colour but English in taste, in opinions, in morals and in 

intellect". 20 The colonial version regarding the introduction of new 

education was a process of training the Indian people in the "arts of 

democracy and self Government:' .2 1 In other words, modern education 

was promoted with a view to making "the colony reproductive and 

promoting the culture of loyalty among the colonial people". 2 2 Many 

intellectuals in India also picked up the banner of social and cultural 

modernisation, but for opposite reasons. It was· viewed that if India's 

socio-economic structure was to be transformed its existing culture and 

social organisation had to be declared unsuitable and decadent. Indian 

culture and society during this stage of Colonialism were subjected to 

sharp criticism. No racialism, was, however, involved in this criticism for 

it was simultaneously maintained that Indians could gradually be raised 

to the level of EuropeansJl On the basis of the arguments for and 

against regarding the motive of new education policy it can be said that 

the main intention of the coloniser was an act of transformation of the 

colony's society and culture. 

The entire forms of surplus extraction continued during this 
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stage. In addition to this the costly administration and the efforts of 

econom1c transformation led to a steep rise in taxation and in the 

burden on the peasant. Because of the constant needs of colonial 

administration for funds to maintain military and civil administration 

and for construction of railways, and its large reliance on taxation of 

land, which has its own limits, colonial administration suffered from 

constant financial constraint. Consequently, the process of 

modernisation in other fields was reduced to paltry problems. 

India played a crucial role in the development of capitalism in this 

stage. British industries more particularly textiles were heavily 

dependent on exports. India absorbed nearly 12 percent of Britain's 

textile exports during 1860 to 1880. After 1850, India was also a major 

importer of engine, coaches, rail lines and other railway stores. 

Moreover, Indian army played an important role m extending 

Colonialism in Asia and Africa. Throughout this stage Indian wealth and 

capital continued to be drained to Britain.24 

The third stage of Colonialism in India begins from about 1860s. 

This phase is described as the Era of Foreign Investment and 

International Competition for colonies. This was the result of several 

major changes in the world economy: (I) Spread of Industrialisation to 

several countries of Europe, the United States and Japan with the result 

that Britain's industrial supremacy in the world carne to an end. (II) 

There was intensification of industrialisation as a result of scientific 

knowledge to industry. Modern chemical industries, the use of 

petroleum as fuel for the internal combustion engine and the use of 

electricity for industrial purposes developed during this stage. (III) There 

was further unification of the world market because of revolution in the 

means of international transport. 

Moreover, the development of trade and industry at home and 

extended exploitation of colonies and semi-colonies produced large 

accumulation of capital in the capitalist countries. Simultaneously there 

occurred concentration of capital in fewer and fewer corporations, trusts 

and merger of Banking Capital with industrial capital. Outlets had to be 

found for this capital. Once again the developed capitalist countries 

began a search and complete for areas where they could acquire the 

exclusive right to invest their surplus capital. Thus in their search for 
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markets, raw materials and fields for capital investment in the capitalist 

countries began to divide and re- divide the world among themselves. 

During this stage, Britain's position in the world was constantly 

challenged and weakened by the rival capitalist countries. It now made 

vigorous efforts to consolidate its control over India. Reactionary 

imperialist policies now replaced liberal imperialist policies. This was 

reflected in the viceroyalties of Lord Lytton, Dufferin, Lansowne and 

Curzon. The strengthening of colonial rule over India was essential to 

keep out the rivals, to attract British capital to India and to provide its 

security. After 1850, a very large amount of British capital was invested 

in railways, loans to the Government of India, trade and to a large extent 

in plantations, Coal mining, Jute mills, Shipping and Banking in India.25 

Politically and administratively the third stage of Colonialism in 

India meant renewed and more intensive control over India. Moreover, it 

was now even more important than ever before that colonial 

administration should reach out to every nook and corner of India. The 

administration now became more bureaucratically light, efficient and 

extensive than earlier. A major change now occurred in the ideology of 

Colonialism. All talk of training the Indian people for Self Government 

died out. {It was revived in the 2Qth century after 1918 as a result of 

pressure from the Indian National Movement). Instead, the aim of British 

rule was declared to be permanent 'trusteeship' over the Indian people. 

Indians were declared to be permanently immature, a 'child' people, 

needing British control and trusteeship. Geography, race, climate, 

history, religion, culture and social organisation were cited as factors, 

which made Indians permanently, unfit for self-Government or 

democracy. Britain had, therefore, to exercise benevolent despotism over 

them for centuries to come. 

Efforts at the transformation of India continued during this stage, 

though once again with meager results. This was partly because of the 

financial constraints and also because of the rise of the National 

Movement. Even the limited changes produced an intelligentsia, which 

began to oppose Colonialism and analyse the mechanism of colonial 

exploitatrion. The British administrators increasingly assumed a neutral 

stand on social and cultural reactionaries in the name of preserving 

indigenous institutions.2t> 

I 

I 
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From the above account it is evident that Colonialism entered into 

India and exercised its control with a view to monopolising trade since 

the first group of the people wewr basically traders. So, the first phase of 

Colonialism remains confined within trade activities only and least 

bothered about other activities of Indian life. The most crucial phase is 

its second stage where they not only remained in the trade activities but 

also revolutionised the socio-cultural setting of the Indian people. Socio

cultural transformation began to activate in the slow but steady manner. 

This transformation was achieved through educational reforms and 

policy. In this context William Bentinck's Governor Generalship and 

Macaulay's Minute of Education of 1835 can be better termed as the 

Magna Carta in the process of socio-cultural transformation of India. 

The final stage of British Colonialism was a renewed and more intensive 

control ovn India. Inspite of opposition from the Nationalists it did not 

change the bas:tc character i.e. economic exploitation and socio-cultural 

transformation of India. 

Thus within two hundred years of its control, the colonial 

character of British rule and its harmful impact on the lives of the 

Indian people led to the nse and development of the powerful anti

imperialist movement in India. This movement was national in character 

because it embraced within its fold all the different classes and groups of 

Indian people. These classes and groups had their own contradictions 

within imperialism, which brought them together in a common national 

movemen1. There also existed mutual clashes of interest among them. 

But thev sank their mutual differences and united against the common 

enemy. 

II 

An overview of the British effort to colonise the Himalayan 

states of Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim 

Colonialism entered in the Himalayan regwn namely Bhutan, 

Nepal and Sikkim in the later part of the first stage of Colonialism in 

India. Its primary consideration to enter into these regions was trade. 

Therefore, the nature of colonial penetration in this region was slightly 

different from that of other Indian states. The British had apparently 

known at least about the commercial possibilities of Tibet. The English 
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company was aware of Borax production in Tibet.27 During the second 

half of the 18th century, the company found enough trade prospect in the 

mainland of India itself to satisfy their wants. But after they took over 

Bengal in 1764, they became interested in the Himalayan region of Nepal 

and Bhutan also along with Tibet. The British motive to colonise Nepal, 

Bhutan and Sikkim is a composite venture to satisfy their trade interest. 

After 17 50, the circumstances forced the company to make Tibet a 

dosed land. The Manchu suzerainty over Tibet and their ill feelings 

towards foreigners compelled the British to bring Tibet as a closer 

land . .cx 

Among the three Himalayan states the British first tried to 

penetrate into Nepal. When the British were trying to enter into Nepal 

they found the situation in that country very critical. The process of 

consolidation of Nepal by the Gurkhas reached its climax by 1769. 

Hinduished Gurkhas replaced the former Newari Buddhist culture and 

tried to shut up the age-old cultural contacts between Nepal and Tibet. 

British efforts to help the Newari rulers annoyed the Gurkhas.29 The 

British felt that it might be useful to support the Newari Raja against the 

Gurkhas as the former was closely connected with Lasha and it might be 

<:1 good step in strengthening trade prospect with Tibet.·w As a result, an 

expedition was sent to Nepal under Captain Kinloch in 1767 to 

materialise their interest. Though the primary objective of the British at 

this point of time was to establish a sound relation with the ruler of that 

state so as to have a secure route to Tibet, the ambition of the British 

could not be materialised as Nepal desired to be completely free in her 

internal and external affairs. The desire of Nepal did not suit the 

political and commercial strategy of the British Government, since Nepal 

would never submit to the directives of the Br~tish. So, the mission had 

to return empty handed. Thus the first mission of the British to colonise 

Nepal proved a failure. Moreover, the British alienated the Gurkha ruler. 

Realising the motive of the British, the Gurkha ruler Prithivi Narayan 

Shah contacted the Dalai Lama and other high Tibetan Officials at Lasha 

and urged them to prohibit the import of foreign goods and to avoid any 

connection with English and other rulers of India. The Dalai Lama did 

not pay much weightage to the Gurkhas but sent two missions to the 

rulers of Banaras and established relations with Chait Singh, the ruler 

of Banaras.:n 
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In such circumstances the relations between Nepal and the British 

was marred with misunderstanding, hostilities and enmity. Though the 

interest of the East India Company d~ring this phase was only trade it 

could not remain untouched with other issues like Nepalese-Tibetan 

conflict, internal crisis of Nepal and the expansionist desire of the 

Gurkha ruler Prithvi Narayan Shah. In view of these circumstances, the 

British deputed James Logan to Nepal inspite of the failure of Kinloch's 

expedition with a view to improving trade relations with Nepal. Logan 

after his arrival at Kathmandu thought it desirable to support Malia 

King against Gurkha ruler Prithvi Narayan Shah.32 But this mission was 

also not adequately fruitful,:u 

When the British found it difficult to open a trade route to Tibet 

through Nepal, it endeavored to send mission to Bhutan for the same 

purpose. However, they still continued to establish friendly relations 

with Nepal. The British viewed the Gurkha expansion seriously. However 

they did not like to involve in a war, as their main interest was to secure 

a trade route to Tibet. Therefore, Warren Hastings, the then Governor 

General of the British possessions in India followed non-intervention 

policy with the Gurkhas. The Gurkhas also did not like to antagonise the 

British and as a result they sealed off their border. The Gurkhas were 

also aware of the fact that the trade policy might follow political 

intervention into Nepal. In fact, the Gurkhas wanted to maintain friendly 

relations with the British. To achieve this Prithvi Narayan Shah desired 

to help the Brihsh by sending Gurkha soldiers to crush rebellion of 

Chait Singh of Banaras who had revolted against the British. The British 

appreciated the efforts of the Gurkhas and expressed their desire to 

continue friendly relations between the two countries.:H 
' 

Inspite of the efforts of the British to maintain the relations, the 

situation did not improve till the year 1787. That year a con11ict occurred 

between Nepal and Tibet for the currency problems. Realising the aid 

extended by China to the Tibetans on the issue, Rana Bahadur Shah, 

the then ruler of Nepal decided to seek British help to solve the 1ssue. 

Lord Cronwallis thought it a suitable opportunity to establish cordial 

relations with the Gurkhas. However, he did not like to antagonise the 

Chinese. Therefore, he decided to send a m1sswn under Colonel 

Kirkpatrick to promote a settlement. 3 " But before the mission reached 
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Nepal China pressurised the Gurkhas to inter into a treaty and the later 

acknowledged Chinese suzerainty in 1792. This treaty compelled the 

Gurkhas not to make any treaty with any other countries. Thus, the 

British mission had to receive a setback. Inspite of all these 

developments, the British missiOn becamf' successful to s1gn a 

commercial treaty in 1792 in a private manner.,)(, The Gurkhas also 

offered friendship and help to the British in the Oudh affairs. Rana 

Bahadur captured Wazir Ali and handed over to the British. The former 

had taken shelter in Nepal Tarai after the opponent group with the help 

of the British ousted him. The British appreciated the Gurkhas. 37 

From the above account it is evident that the British, though 

failed to materislise the interest of the missions they could at least 

establish their position in Nepal after the death of Prithvi Narayan Shah. 

The dispute for succession among the members of the royal family was 

the main reason to permit the British to inter into Nepal. From 1792 

onwards the British tried to involve themselvt>s in the internal affairs 

also. The royal feud encouraged the British to involve themselves to 

colonise the state. Rana Bahadur was ousted from power by the 

Nepalese in 1799 because of his ill temper and barbarous activities. He 

then retired to Banaras. A minor was put on the throne under dual 

regency of queen Raj Rajshwari and a joint council. Very soon another 

queen of Rana Bahadur, Suberna Prabha overthrew the regency and 

appointed Damodar Pande as Prime Minister or chief administrator. This 

was a major change in the Nepalese politics.:lx 

The internal intrigues of Nepal were so senous that they affected 

British policies in Nepal. The commercial treaty of 1792 could not be 

implemented. The Company found it very difficult to maintain friendly 

relations with the new administration. Therefore, they decided to provide 

respects and honors with a handsome pension to the ousted King, Rana 

Bahadur. This was done with a view to gaining support from him and 

also he was a very good friend of the British in the past. Very soon one of 

the wives of Rana Bahadur who accompanied the later at Banaras 

returned to Nepal and took the charge of the Government. The British 

took the advantage of the situation and deputed Captain Knox to 

negotiate a fresh treaty. As a result, a fresh trcatv was signed in 1801. 

Relations between the two countries were once more normalised. 
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Captain Knox concluded the treaty with the old regency. The Rani could 

not adjust with the new developments. Knox finding it a difficult 

situation returned to India in 1903. The Governor General thought that 

the efforts of the British to keep Rana Bahadur had gone into disuse. 

Finally Rana Bahadur was freed and he returned to Nepal in 1~04 and 

took over the Government. The Governor General also abrogated the 

treaty. Rana Bahadur after his return overthrew Damodar Pande and 

queen Raj Rajeshwari and assumed the reigns in his own hands. But 

after sometime he was assassinated and his third wife Tripura Sundari 

took over the administration as regent of the minor. She now brought 

Thapa family to the administration. Bhim Sen Thapa was appointed as 

the chief administrator. He remained as chief administrator for nearly 

thirty years.J'l 

The period between 1806 and 1836 witnessed a very troublesome 

and unfriendly phase of the Anglo-Nepalese relations. The expansionist 

attitude of Bhim Sen Thapa brought tension in the process of relations. 

The situation reached the climax when the Nepalese moved upto the 

Punjab. 10 The expansionist policy of the Gurkhas took a serious turn 

when they suddenly raided three police stations in Butwal in May 1814. 

A number of inhabitants were also killed. 11 This incident forced the 

British to declare war against Nepal. This took place in November 1, 

1 () 14. In the initial stage the Gurkhas were victorious because of their 

awareness of the military routes and the art of fighting in the jungles. 

The British had to admire the loyalty, bravery and courage of the 

Gurkhas towards their leader. It was because of this reason that the 

Gurkhas were recruited in the Indian army, later to crush other revolts 

in India. After sometime the Gurkhas were exhausted and they were 

defeated. Thereafter a peace treaty was concluded at Segowlee in March 

1816Y The success of the British had a great impact. The Gurkhas 

realised the Company very powerful and they decided not to come into 

direct con11ict with the British in future. This treaty placed the British in 

a better position. The commercial interest of the British now onwards 

changed to a political one. The British got a number of territories. Nepal 

was forbidden to make any conquest. Nepal also agreed not to disturb 

Sikkim and British arbitration was to be final in case of any difference 

between Nepal and Sikkim. Nepal also agreed not to employ any British 

_55228 
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subject or any European or American without the British con cent. 43 The 

treaty could fulfill the long awaiting desire of the British i.e. the 

establishment of a residency in Nepal. Mr. Gardiner was appointed, as 

the first British l~esident at Kathmandu. 11 The status of Nepal was not 

similar in comparison to other princely states of India. The Segowlee 

treaty of 1816 gave Nepal a status under which it could have diplomatic 

relations with other countries of Europe as well as Asia. In the light of 

the achievements of the treaty it can be said that inspite of Nepal's 

internal crisis the British became able to establish their residency at 

Kathmandu and now onwards it became easy for the British to colonise 

the country. 

In view of the outcome of the treaty the British tried to follow a 

conciliatory policy towards Nepal. But Bhim Sen Thapa, the Prime 

Minister of Nepal being dissatisfied with the treaty, sought Chinese help 

to expel the British, but he failed to do so. 1:. Throughout Bhim Sen 

Thapa's administration i.e. upto 1836 the British tried to remove all 

future causes of misunderstanding. 46 The British Government informed 

the British Resident at Kathmandu to convey the Nepal Government that 

"the Government have no motives for reducing the Nepal power and 

resources below the present state". 4 7 Bhim Sen Thapa followed a policy 

of isolation throughout his Prime Ministership. 

Bhim Sen Thapa died in 1836. The death of a po\verful Prime 

Minister was followed by bloodshed, disintegration of the administrative 

system and a chaotic situation. The situation also affected the British. 

The c;ovcrnmen t of India conceived that the fall of Bhim Sen did not 

improve British rdations with Nepal.1H The queen and the Pande faction 

opposed the British policy in Nepal. They created plots against the 

British. 1
'' The soldiers were told that their pay was to be reduced by 

order of the Government of India. They were further informed that the 

cause of their pay cut was to provide Nepal with funds for the invasion of 

India. This annoyed the soldiers and they were ready to expel the 

British. This conspiracy collapsed when suddenly the queen died in 

1841. Their correspondence with other Indian princes also came to an 

end.''11 Inspitc of all these developments, the British continued to 

maintain a conciliatory policy towards Nepal. Further thev aimed at 

winning the friendship of the Nepal king. 
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Though the Governor General wanted to follow a policy of 

forbearance and conciliation, his council expressed the need for the 

formation of a pro- British party in the Nepal Durbar, consisting of the 

junior queen, the Thapas, the Gurus, the Chautarias and all other 

elements hostile to the Pandes. To appease the Council the Governor

General informed the Nepal Government to withdraw their soldiers from 

Ramnag<-lr."J The Nepalese could not bear the British threat and 

eventually retired from Ramnagar. This development culminated into the 

division in the royal court. Hodgson was instructed to eliminate the 'war 

party'. He created such a situation under which Rana Jang Pande was 

dismissed. The King became loyal to the British. He also got the approval 

from the British the list of ministers to be appointed. Thus, the 

friendship between Nepal and the British got renewed.~-' 

From the above account it is evident that the turbulent phase of 

the Anglo- Nepalese relations had come to an end. The threat to British 

interest subsided. Though Nepal looked like an independent country its 

political adjustment began to be mobilised by the British. The resident's 

advice b<~gan to be carried out by the Durbar. With tht> elimination of 

P<mde's influence British Colonialism entered into a new phase. Major 

political decision began to be taken in consultation with the Resident at 

Kathmandu. 

The Maharaja of Nepal signed an agreement in November 1839, 

under his Red Seal and promised the cessation of all intrigues against 

the British. He also agreed to take the permission of the Resident 

whenever he had to communicate with other states. As a part of the 

policy of friendship the Maharaja of Nepal offeted the services of the 

Royal Army of Nepal to the Government of India against Burma and 

Afganistan.''3 The policy of friendship and cordiality further confirmed 

and nidcd bv Lord Ellenborough's policy of non -interference in the 

internnl <!!lairs of NepnJ.:-. 1 Ellenborough thought that it \Vas because of 

his predecessor's policy Nepal did not consider British as their friend. 

According to him his predecessors considered Nepal as 'foreign country' 

and any attempt of interference in the internal affairs of a foreign state 

was, in fact, a challenge to its dignity and independence. He also 

disapproved Hodgson's involvement with the Nepalese political parties 

and with the king and Queen. Therefore, he recommended the 
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replacement of Hodgson. Finally the Government approved Governor 

General's idea and Major H.Lawrence was appointed as the next 

resident. •,:, 

It was during this time that a struggle for power took place in the 

Nepal Durbar. As a result of the royal intrigue Mathbar Singh was 

appointed the Prime Minister and the Commander-in-Chief in 1843. 

Mathbar was supported by Queen Laxmi Devi.56 Mathbar, according to 

new Resident, Major H.Lawrence was an intelligent young man, 

particularly expert in military matters, but well versed in intrigues. 57 He 

was the first Nepalese Prime Minister to pay an official visit to the 

Governor General>" Thc> king was not happy with Mathbar because he 

was Queen's nominee. On the other hand Mathbar took full revenge on 

Pandes. Though the King was against the activities of the Prime 

Minister, he did not let Mathbar know that the King was against him. 5'l 

st>veral rivals revolted against him. In an encounter Mathbar was 

assassinated in May 1845.''( 1 The king then appointed Fatteh Jung from 

Pande family as Prime Minister in 1845. 

The new Government tried to maintain friendly relations with the 

British. The British also responded in a similar way. The relations 

became so cordial that the king rejected a request from the Sikh 

Government for military aid against the British, and instead, offered the 

Nepalese army to the British against Sikhs. In exchange of this 

friendship, the Nepal Durbar requested the British to return Kumoan 

and some other territory in the Tarai.'• 1 The Prime Ministership of Fatteh 

Jung was not free from internal intrigues. The royal court was involved 

in a Kot (palace) Massacre. Nearly fifty-five leaders including Fatteh 

Jung were killed. Only Jung Bahadur survived.f>L 

The Kot Massacre is a turning point in the history of Nepal. It 

brought a drastic change in Nepalese politics. Jung Bahadur was 

appointed to the Prime Ministership.•·:· His coming to power inaugurated 

the domination of Nepalese politics by a new 'first family', the Rana 

family, founded by Jung Bahadur in 1846 and destined to rule Nepal for 

ov<"r hundred years. This change also inaugurated a new era of co

operatJOn 1I1 relatiOns with British India. ,Jung Bahadur lived to see the 

success of his policy, which was based on firm friendship with the 

British and on isolation of Nepal from the outside world in order to 
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maintain its independence. Realising the courage and strength of Jung 

Bahadur the king delegated all his powers to the Heir Apparent, who was 

a close friend of the new Prime Minister. The king then proceeded to the 

holy tour. Jung Bahadur took the ~'onfidence of Sirdars, and Gurus 

(Hindu theologians) and put the Heir Apparent on the throne and then 

informed the former king that he was always welcome in the country but 

only as ex-king. Having firmly established, Jung Bahadur decided to 

open a new chapter in the history of Anglo-Nepalese relations. He offered 

the services of Nepalese soldiers to the British against the Sikhs and 

agreed to a delimitation of the boundary between Nepal and India.b4 

Jung Bahadur was still anxious to be closer to the British. As a result, 

he requested on behalf of the king, the Governor General in 1849 that he 

might be granted to lead a complementary mission to London to pay 

respect to the Queen of England. The Governor General granted his 

request. On his way to London he was received by the Governor General 

at Calcutta. A nineteen -gun salute was fired in his honour. Jung 

Bahadur's mission was well received by Her Majesty, Queen Victoria. 

The Nepalese leader wanted to see the power and grandeur of England. 

He also visited France and other places of interest. With the visit he 

became so impressed with British system that a number of reforms were 

introduced in the penal code of Nepal. The process of trial was 

liberalised. 

As a part of his cordial policy Jung Bahadur negotiated a treaty in 

1855 between the British and Nepal for the extradition of criminals. This 

treaty was an 1mportant step in promoting friendly relations between the 

two countries. - It was during this phase of Colotiialism that the British 

power in India reached the apex of power. Almost all the states of India 
' 

W<Te brought under th(' control of the British paramountcy. It is not 

surprising to not<' that Nepal was not treated like the Indian princely 

states. The reason is quite simple. Because of the geographical location 

it was difficult to conquer Nepal militarily. Nepal too had been 

maintaining very friendly relations with British India. The British had 

also acknowledged the independent status of Nepal. The main reason not 

to control Nepal was also suggested by the fact that the Chinese and the 

Tibetan threat to India during the later part of the nineteenth century 

were considered not 'a danger' to the security of the British India. So, 
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they desired to maintain friendly relations in the northern frontier more 

particularly with Nepal. Hence, there was no need to control Nepal. The 

British could achieve all kinds of interest in the region without extending 

paramountcy in Nepal. 

In fact, with the coming of Rana family to power, Anglo- Nepalese 

relations turned towards a happy period of symbiosis. After Jung 

Bahadur took over the Prime Ministership for the second time in 1857 

Anglo-Nepalese relations further improved.(,(, He voluntarily came 

forward to help the British during the revolt of 1857. According to 

Oldfit>ld there were three reasons \Vhy Jung Bahadur showed his desire 

to help the Brittsh: 

(a) To show that the Gurkhas posses fidelity, and will pour out 

their blood in defence of those who treat them with honor and 

repose confidence in them. 

(b) ,Jung knew the power of the British Government and he 

thought if he did not support the British, the later might 

destroy the Gurkha dynasty. 

(c) Jung also felt that with the reestablishment of British power in 

India, Nepal would be treated as a great friend and the country 

would be prevented from future threat and danger.'' 7 

At the initial st<lge Jung's offer was rejected by the British but 

after sometime when the course of the war had turned towards the 

British side, Lord Canning the Governor General accepted Nepalese 

ofkr.''x Consequently, a large number of Gurkha troops were sent to 

J\zamgarh, Jaunpore, Lucknow and Kumaon. The services of Jung 

Bahadur and the Nepalese army to the British during the dark clays of 

the mutiny were warmly acknowledged by the Secretary of state. He sent 

a letter to the Governor General rewarding the services of the Nepalese 

military help to the British.'"' After the victory, Jung Bahadur was 

offered " territory near Goruckpore and Nepal's territory was extended 

further. i• · Jung Bahadur was fully convinced that no Government could 

survtve tn Nepal without the support of the British. He also offered his 

wives and sons as hostages. He became pro- British in all respects to 

suit his desires. Hc: also reminded the British of all the sirdnrs and 

intluential people in the Durbar who were his enemies and who always 

thought that he was betraying the country for his own personal ends. To 
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save his position he asked from the British, "Give me Izzut (prestige) in 

tl1e eyes of my own country and of the world ... ! ask nothing for myself 

111divi(hwlly, but I desire tlwt it should be handed down to posterity that 

during 11lY Mimstership I obtained for my country, from the British 

Government, an extension of her dominions, however trifling that may be. 

This will silence all my enemies now and will give me a great name 

hereafter". 71 

It is evident from the above account that with the coming of Jung 

Bahadur and the Rana family to power the relations between the British 

and Nepal improved to that extent that the British had no fear of any 

kind. On the other hand, the British could crush a number of rebellions 

in India with the help of Gurkha soldiers. The interest of the British in 

Nqwl had been achiewd. The resident at Kathmandu kept a dose watch 

on the political developments in the Durbar. The ruling faction of Nepal 

h<td become so pro-13ritish that they always supported the British 

interest tn the region. On the other hand, the British also supported 

Nepal ruling family for their stability. 

It was also the wish of the Rana family to allow the British to 

extend the process of Colonialism m Nepal. Shah rulers more 

particularly Prithvi Narayan Shah did not favour the penetration of the 

British into NepalJ2 The !<ana rulers felt the presence of the British to 

save their position in Nepal. British interest in Nepal had many facets 

namely economic, political, military and cultural transformation. Nepal 

proved to be a fertile ground to sow the seed of Colonialism. The Rana 

ruins <dso believed that the presence of the British might be the best 

guar;ll11('(' to their safe rule, which lasted till,the termination of the 

British domination in India. The Ranas further desired to maintain 

friendly relations with the British with a view to continuing their rule in 

the region. This policy of the f~anas indirectly facilitated the British to 

<lchievc I heir interest in a greater degree. In view of this the British 

succeeded in their efforts to colonise Nepal though the nature of 

Colonialism seem to be different in comparison to other parts of India. 

The British utilised Nepal politically, economically and militarily. Though 

tlw British established their residency in Nepal, they could not 

m<ltcrialise to convert Nepal as a spot for Tibetan trade. Therefore thev ' . 
h<Id to search sorrH~ other ways to achieve the same, which ultimately led 

to tlw11 entry into Bhutan and Sikkim. 
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So long as the English East India Company was satisfied with the 

commercial intercourse in the plains if India, it took very little or no 

interest in the Trans- Himalayan trade. Once they captured Bengal, they 

intended to strengthen their trade prospect in the Himalayan region 

more particularly in Tibet. Probably it was after the Kinloch's expedition 

to N1~pal, the English first had a view of the entire Himalayas. It was 

during the year 1768, that the Court of Directors in London discussed 

t·he prospect of trade wit 11 the countries of the Himalayan region by way 

of Nepal. 7-' Warren Hastings, the then Governor of Bengal was attributed 

the entire credit for conceiving and initiating the idea of trade between 

Bengal and Tibet through Nepal. But, because of the opposition from the 

Gurkha ruler and failure of Kinloch's mission the idea of opening Tibet 

was suspended 7 '1 , and he decided to search for same by other means. In 

1771, the Court of Directors further discussed the issue and inquired 

about the possibility of sending explorers through the southern border of 

Tibet namely Bhutan and Assam. The great famine of 1770 caused 

enormous financial losses to the company. The economy of Bengal 

deteriorated to such an extent that the British had to find out other 

means to enrich thernsclves.r; These considerations inspired Warren 

Hastings and decided to invade Bhutan in connection with the Coach 

Behar affair, apart from his other motives of more immediate importance 

i.e. to open a trade route to Tibet through Bhutan.76 Warren Hastings 

dispatched a letter to the Court of Directors in London about the 

proposed mission to Bhutan. He took a bait and sent a letter on 4 April 

1771. The letter says, "It having been presented to us that the company 

may be greatly benefited in the sale of broad cloth, iron and lead and 

other European commodities by sending proper persons to reside at 
' 

Rangpore to explore the interest of parts of Bhutan and Assam and other 

countries adjacent to Gaulparah and as you well know our earnest desire 

to exfl'flll the Pend o( sfnJJles (~l tln·s Kingdom to as great a degree as 

possible we are surprised you have not already made an attempt to carry 

so desimble an object into execution. You are therefore required to procure 

the best accounts possible and give us your opinion thereon".?? Taking the 

views of Warren Hastings into consideration, the Court of Directors 

decided to send an expedition to Bhutan. Accordingly an expedition to 

Bhutan was sent in 1773 under Bogle.78 This expedition marked the first 
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n'conkd relations of any kind between the English Company and a 

fkpendency of Tibet and it led indirectly to the first English mission into 

Tibet. This mission can be treated as the first step in the process of 

colonisation of the Bhutan State. 

The expedition into Bhutan in 1773 proved to be the most difficult 

type of campaign. Inspite of this difficulty the company could defeat the 

hillman.?" In the course of the expedition when the Bhutanese were 

retreating, the Rajah of Nepal called the attention of Panchan Lama to 

help the Bhutanese because he did not like to see the victory of the 

English.Ho This time Panchan Lama complied with the request of the 

Rnjnlt of Nepal and accordingly he wrote a letter to Hastings.s' Warren 

!Ltstings then offered easy terms to the Bhutan Rajah. As a result, a 

pt'acc treaty with Bhutan was concluded in 1774.~:~-" The treaty with 

Bhutan was a great success so far as the British attempt to open Bhutan 

is concerned. Hastings informed the board of the Company that he had 

written a reply to the Panchan Lama's letter and that among other 

things he had proposed a general treaty of amity and commerce between 

the two states of Bengal and Tibet.·'~~l In due course Panchan Lama sent 

presents to Hastings, which included gilded Russian leather, Chinese 

silk, small ingots of gold and silver, purses of gold dust and bags of 

musk. Hastings also exchanged presents to the Panchan Lama through 

Bogle." 1 Bogle was warmly received by the agents of Pam' han Lama. He 

announced that the purpose of his mission was to open a mutual and 

equal trade communication between the peoples of Tibet and Bengal. 

Bogle was instructed to investigate the manufactures, products and 

goods from other countries which could be obtained in Tibet-specially 

those which were of great value and easy to transport, such as gold, 

silver, precious stones, musks and rhubarb.~:~" 

Bogle left Calcutta in 1774 and preceded towards Bhutan.H6 

During his stay in Bhutan he had a keen eye to the commercial and 

territorial interest of the Company. Suddenly Bogle was informed that 

Tibet was a tributary of China and the Chinese emperor prohibited the 

<~ntrv of the Europeans and therefore he should return to Calcutta from 

Bhul<ltl rtsclf." 7 Dev Rajah of Bhutan also considered Bogle's mission as 

lllV<ISJon upon his country. In view of these developments Bogle 

suggested to the Company that a military expedition might be sent to 
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Bhutan if required. 88 On the other hand he informed that the objectives 

of the Company would be realised only when the consent of Bhutanese 

was obtained.~'" Bogle further informed that Gurkha Raja's hostility 

towanls English and his advice to the Panchan Lama not to allow the 

British to enter into Tibet was conceived by the Bhutanese well and they 

suspected the Brit ish as enemy. ''11 

Bogle staved in Bhutan for a month. During his stay in Bhutan he 

realised the importance of trade between Bengal and Bhutan. He 

remarked that the trade with Bengal was very beneficial to the Rajah of 

Bhutan and his retainers. But it was difficult to convince the Bhutanese 

about the benefit of the commerce.lll Bogle and Hamilton finally left 

Bhutan for Tibet in October 1774 and reached Gyantse on 2 November. 9 2 

Bogle was received by the Panchan Lama in a very cordial manner. He 

found that the Panchan Lama was apparently very agreeable to Hasting's 

dcsirf' for opf'nmg a free communication of trade between the 

inha!Jif<tllts of H('ngal and Tibet.'' 1 After several round of discussions 

\Vith th(' Panch<m Lam<~ Bogle came to the conclusion that permission to 

trade and to res1de m Tibet was impossible in view of the attitude of the 

Hill peoples namely the Gurkhas and the Bhutanese, and the 

administration at Lasha. Therefore, he suggested using Asiatics to 

conduct the trade, in order to avoid any risk of disturbing the friendship 

and good undnstanding, which he knew that Hastings wished to 

cultivate with the northern powers. 'H However Bogle's hope to open a 

trade route to Tibet did not die out, as the Panchan Lama was anxious 

to establish a rnonastry on the banks of the Ganges which could be 

visitt"c\ ll\· the Tibetan pilgrims''\ in order to revive the old religious 

contetct~ betwel'n Bengal and Tibet. Bogle further informed that the 
I 

1\tnchan Lam<1 was intt·rested to send some of his highest monks to 

India to \'isit tht" C1overnor General in Calcutta.'~<• Bogle's permanent 

interest \\·as Tr<Hic and not the exchange of gifts. However, he felt that 

with such barter, it would be easy to remove the strong prejudice of the 

Tibetans against the British. He ends by saying, "the fondness of the 

1'ilJetmts for everything strange or curious, strengthened by religion, will 

probably lead many others to undertake so meritorious o journey; and 

these ]Ji/grinwqes, like the Hadj at Macca, may in time open a 

consideruble mart for the commodities of Bengal". Y7 
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Bogle found that it was not so easy to establish relations with 

Tibet. According to him the main obstacles were (a) the hostile attitude 

of the rulers of Bhutan and the Gurkhas- the later people had not only 

closed British passes into India and into Tibet but also discouraged 

British merchants from residing in their domains. They also attacked 

Sikkim, whose Rajah was a vassal of Lasha.98 (b) Chinese suzerainty 

over Tibet was another obstacle, which blocked British efforts to promote 

increased trade between Tibet and Bengal.99 

In spite of the efforts made by Bogle the mission failed to achieve 

British interest. Bogle had to admit that in his negotiations he had been 

unable to obtain the Deb Rajah's consent to allow Englishmen to travel 

in Bhutan. 1oo His failure to gain permission to have Europeans admitted 

both at Tashilunpo and in Bhutan, and his failure to reach Lasha and 

establish contact with the supreme authorities of Tibet gave Bogle the 

sense that his mission had not been a particular success.I 01 

Bogle's mission to Bhutan and Tibet in 1774, 1776 and 1777 

could not achieve much beyond maintaining an irregular contact 

between Warren Hastings and the Rajah of Bhutanio2, and the situation 

was rather frustrating to the Company's aspiration for wider trade. 

Moreover, the sudden death of Bogle and the Panchan Lama caused a 

great setback to Hasting's plan for promoting and extending the colonial 

trade with the northern countries. But in 1782 the situation changed in 

view of certain internal as well as external developments. The American 

Revolution had just recently ended and the attendant war with France 

and her allies in India was drawing to a close. As a result, sea commerce 

was beginning to move freely once more.I03 Has'tings decided to send 

another English mission to Tibet to discuss the possibilities for trade. 
I 

Having decided the idea of trade Warren Hastings appointed Samuel 

Turner to lead the second English m1sswn to Tibet. I 04 The party led by 

Turner reached Bhutan in September 1783. Like Bogle, Turner also 

directed his mission towards Bhutan to find out the possibilities of Trade 

with that country. 10" When the mission reached Bhutan it had to be 

detained there because of civil war. 1 or, Turner felt that the rebellion was 

a continuous process and as a result, he decided to leave Bhutan and 

proceeded towards Tibet. 107 After Turner reached Tibet he had the 

privilege to see the new Panchan Lama. After the discussion with the 
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regent of the young Panchan Lama Turner felt that the Chinese and the 

regent at Lasha were in surmountable barriers to any permanent 

negotiations at that point of time.1os With two-month stay in Lasha 

Turner returned to Calcutta after handing over the gifts from Hastings to 

infant Panchan Lama.1o9 Turner pointed out that there was every 

probability that the young Panchan would assume office with strong 

impulses towards encouraging relations with the English.11o 

With regard to Bhutan and its position on the trade route between 

Bengal and Tibet, Turner reported that since Bogle had settled the 

regulations for carrying the trade through the country in 1775, and 

since the Dev Rajah had still considered that valid, it did not seem 

necessary to draw up another until the trade was established on a 

different footing. 111 

It was about the time when Turner came back from Tibet, 

opposition to Hastings' rule in India began to grow m England.112 

Consequently he had to resign in 1785.11 3 When Warren Hastings left 

India, the idea for Indian trade, which he had conceived and initiated, 

collapsed because of the lack of any one with sufficient vision to 

continue them. 11 4 Cornwallis, the next Governor general handled the 

northern affairs somewhat differently than Hastings. The collapse of 

northern trade was caused only by the policy of the successors of 

Hastings. There were certain other factors such as the hostile attitude of 

the Gurkhas and the Chinese vague claim of suzerainty over the 

Himalayan states. The Chinese had exercised a loose form of sovereignty 

over Tibet, as Tibet did over Bhutan. The Tibetan agents used to instruct 

the Deb Rajas and the Dharmarajas to put down a:ny revolt and to report 

any imminent foreign invasions. tiS 

From the above account it 1s evident that the East India 

Company's interest in the Trans Himalayan region at the initial stage of 

its relations was mainly trade. It tried to open Tibet through Nepal but 

failed. Consequently it diverted its attention through Bhutan, the second 

Himalavan State. The two main missions to Bhutan namely that of Bogle 

and Turner cannot be termed as failure because these mtsswns 

established cordial and friendly relations with Bhutan. Warren Hastings 

in fact succeeded in establishing :Purangir Gosain as a diplomatic agent 

at the Tibetan court, and Indian merchants had commenced by the year 
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1786 to pass freely through Bhutan into Tibet. 116 Thus, the mission can 

not be termed as failure. 

But unfortunately, the Nepal-Tibet war of 1792 disturbed all these 

bright prospects of trade. Tibet and China suspected the British for 

helping Nepal during the war. Thereafter all the passes to Tibet were 

closed for the British. The British now onwards decided to change its 

policy from trade to political action. As parts of its political action the 

British sent another mission to Bhutan under Pemberton in 1837. A 

major reason for sending Pemberton's mission to Bhutan was the 

sudden breakdown of communication with the Government of Bhutan. 

The communication between Dev Rajah and the Dharma Rajah also 

could not be transparant. 117 The chief object of this mission, was to 

enable the Government to enter into direct communication with the 

Bhutan Durbar. Pemberton determined to enter Bhutan by the Banksa 

Duar i.e. a difficult route from Bogle. He was received well everywhere, 

however, he did not succeed in obtaining the consent of the Durbar to 

the treaty he was instructed to proffer, and he was refused to forward a 

letter to Lasha. Though the mission was a political failure, Pemberton 

succeeded in drawing up an admirable report on the country and its 

internal Government.liH 

Between 1838 and 1862 the relations between the Government of 

India and Bhutan could not be friendly. The situation in the frontier 

region became so critical that the Government of India decided to send 

another m1sswn. Accordingly a m1ss1on under Ashley Eden was 

dispatched to establish friendly relations with Bhutan. Eden was 

instructed to explain the reasons, which forced the British to occupy 

Ambari Falakata and withhold its revenues, and that occupation would 

continue as long as the Bhutan Government refused to comply with 

British demand and restore the captives and property which had been 

carried off from British territory, Sikkim and Coach Behar. He was also 

instructed to open a talk with the Bhutan Government on the question 

of keeping a British agent in Bhutan including a free commerce between 

the two countries. The mission was more political than trade and 

commerce. A draft treaty was handed over to Eden. If the Government of 

Bhutan refused to comply with the British demand he was to withdraw 

from the country and inform Bhutan that Ambari Falakata would be 
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permanently annexed. At the same time the Government might take 

necessary steps to the safety of British, along with Sikkim and Coach 

Behar. 11 " 

Eden left for Bhutan accompanied by Captain Austin as his 

assistant, Dr. Simpson as medical officer, Chiboo Lama (from Sikkim} as 

interpreter, and an escort of 100 men under the command of Captain 

Lance. Ill• He was not received well in Bhutan. He replied that "every 

place that he proposed to pitch our tents was objected to on the score of 

its being sacred:' and "we were kept standing on a sandy plain for more 

than two hours". 121 He further informed that there was anarchy in the 

state and Dev Rajah and Dharma Rajas were puppets in the hands of 

Tongsa Penlop. The mission was detained at Paro for sixteen days and 

finally reached Punakha on 15 March 1864. Eden in his first meeting 

with the Durbar presented the Draft treaty. After reading the Draft 

Treaty Penlop asked Eden to add to the effect that Assam Duars would at 

once be handed over to Bhutan. 122 Eden did not agree to the Bhutanese 

proposal. Consequently Penlop threatened for a war.123 All the members 

of the mission were insulted. In order to get the mission out of Bhutan 

safely Eden consented to sign a paper drawn up by the Tongsa Penlop. It 

was in the form of an agreement marked with seals "purporting" to be 

those of Dharma Rajas and Dev Rajas. The agreement provided for the 

restoration of the Assam Duars along with certain other tracts and 

bound four states "Bhutan, Feeraingis (the English) Bihar and Sikkim," 

to the' effect that if any one of them committed aggression, the other 

three should punish it". 124 Eden signed the agreement formally with the 

words, ~under compulsion". 125 The mission returned to the British 

territory empty-handed. Since the opening of Tibet was achieved through 

Sikkim in 1861, there was no need to be so hasty to establish in Bhutan 

for the same purpose. The secretary of state for India commented on the 

episode. He says, ''on the whole I am of the opinion that the occupation of 

all the Duurs in the first instance is the best course to be adopted". 12(, The 

British policy towards the Himalayan states during this phase was the 

extension of imperialism all over the world. So, in no case the British 

would be satisfied unless Bhutan was colonised. On the other hand they 

also could not forget the insult Eden had received. 

The failure of Eden's mission certainly led to the rupture with 
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Bhutan. The British wanted that the Bhutanese should send an 

ambassador to deliver the treaty forced on Eden and to apologize 

humbly.l-'7 The Bhutanese did not pay any heed to the British demand. 

The British felt that the hour had arrived to secure control of the line 

extending for nearly two hundred miles from the river Teesta to 

Dewangiri. This immense stretch, rich in tea soil, nee fields, 

inexhaustible timber resources and unexplored mineral wealth, had for 

the most part remained undefined after the "resumption" of the Assam 

Duars in 1841 and the acquisition of Darjeeling Tarai in 1850. It was 

from the territorial and political point of view that the British prepared 

themselves to invade Bhutan. The situation culminated in a war and a 

war broke out in 1864. With the outbreak of the war in November 1864, 

H.M. Durand, Secretary in the Foreign Department, communicated to 

the Bengal Government that the "occupation" of the country was not to 

be delayed on any ground. No overtures from the Bhutan Government 

were to be entertained unless the later were prepared to (a) surrender all 

the Bengal Duars and the hill country on the left bank of the Teesta upto 

such paints on the watershed of the lower range of hills as may be laid 

down by the British commissioner (b) give up the two documents 

extorted from Eden and (c) surrender all captives. l 2 8 The war continued 

for nearly one year. Both sides wanted to negotiate for peace. The 

viceroy, after meeting with the Lieutenant Governor instructed Colonel 

Bruce 1 o offer peace to the Dev Rajah.l29 The Dev Rajah also sent down 

the Jungpens to Balla to open negotiations and says, that "there might be 

no fighting to take the lives of men and that I might retain the possession 

of my Duars and the jurisdiction of my territory". l3o Preliminary 

negotiations followed during which further hostilities were suspended, 

and resulted in a treaty with Bhutan Government, which was finally 

concluded on November 11, 1865 at Sinchula. Under this treaty the 

British C1overnmen t retained possessions of the Assam and Bengal 

Duars. The Bhutan Government agreed to surrender all British subjects 

of Sikkim and Coach Behar, detained in Bhutan against their will; to the 

mutual extradition of the British Government in all disputes between the 

Bhutan Government and the chiefs of Coach Behar and Sikkim. This 

treaty is known by the Bhutanese as the Ten Article Treaty of Rawa Pani. 

The Bhutanese also agreed to deliver of the two guns, which had fallen 
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into the hands of the Tongsa Penlop, and to return the agreement, which 

they had extorted from Eden. On the other hand the British agreed to 

pay Rs 25,000 annually from the revenue of the Duars, which could be 

raised later as a condition of the treaty. 131 

The treaty of Sinchula is a landmark m the history of Anglo

Bhutanese relations. The Duars lands of Bhutan including those of 

Assam and Ambari Falakata and the hill territory on the left bank of the 

Teesta river were permanently annexed to the British territory. The hill 

territory of about 450 sq. miles were found to be fit for the cultivation of 

tea and other valuable products.t32 This treaty can be considered as a 

first accomplished fact towards the political colonisation of Bhutan. The 

Sinchula treaty raised new hopes for trade with Tibet through Chumbi 

valley as much as it had ensured free trade with and transit facility 

through Bhutan. As a significance of the treaty the Friend of India 

commented ... "This will greatly extend the hill territory of Darjeeling and 

will enable us to trade directly with Tibet without as in the north-west 

piercing the hills to a great distance". 133 

In spite of the signing of the treaty, the Bhutanese created 

problems for the British till 1881. They stopped communications 

between Bhutan and Buxa. However by 1881, the Bhutanese complied 

with the demands of the British to deliver the raiders and captives. Thus 

by 1881 one phase of Anglo-Bhutanese relations had come to an end. 

This was further supplemented by the termination of the last civil war in 

1885. 

From the above account it is evident that the British had to 

struggle for a long time to achieve their interest 1n Bhutan. Bhutanese 

created a number of problems in the frontier region. But with the 

termination of civil war in 1865 Bhutan also came under the influence of 

the British. China and Tibet sent a mission to Bhutan in 1885 to resume 

their vague claim of suzerainty. Reacting on the mission of China and 

Tibet to Bhutan,, Durand, the Secretary to the Foreign Department of the 

Government of India wrote: "we cannot look with complacency upon the 

cslu!J/islnnent of Chinese inj1uence anywhere south of Himalayas". l:l4 But 

in spite of the Chinese and Tibetan mission, the Bhutanese did not 

assist the Tibetans against the British, in 1888. During Younghusband 

expedition to Tibet in 1904 the Bhutanese became friendlier. The 
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relations between the Government of India and Bhutan were carried 

through the medium of Bengal Government till 1904. But after the 

termination of Younghusband expedition political relations between the 

two countries were transferred to the Political Officer of Sikkim. 

In 1905 J.C. White was deputed to refresh the India-Bhutan 

relations. After this year the Bhutanese moved steadily forward in the 

British line of improvement. Thus, the British could achieve their 

political interest in Bhutan.l35 The British could not establish political 

residency in Bhutan and contact was maintained from the time of Paul 

and White by the Political Officers in Sikkim. The Political Officers 

maintained very cordial relations with Bhutan. They followed the 

admirable precepts of their service about not interfering, although all of 

them wanted Britain to do more to assist Bhutan's development. 

Thereafter British motive was changed to cultural transformation along 

with economic and political interest. A final treaty with Bhutan was 

concluded in 1910. Charles Bell the then Political Officer in Sikkim 

played very significant role for the conclusion of the treaty. The 

Maharaja of Bhutan agreed not to enter into any agreement with the 

authorities of foreign states without the assent of the British 

Government and further agreed not to permit agents or representatives 

of foreign powers to reside inside Bhutan.JJ(, This treaty was a great 

success so far as British efforts to colonise Bhutan is concerned. Bhutan 

was impressed with the reformative ideas of the British. In 1911 the 

Bhutanese King made a short visit to Delhi to pay homage to the King 

Emperor and returned with full of ideas for Bhutan's development. Now 

onwArds the British attempted to transform Bhutan in the name of 

development from Sikkim Residency. This process of transformation 

continued till the termination of British rule in India. The British found 

Sikkim more easy partner than Bhutan to achieve their interests. 

Therefore, they opted to establish their political office in Sikkim rather 

than Bhutan. 

The kingdom of Sikkim was very large and extensive during the 

Namgyal period. According to Thutob Namgyal the boundaries of Sikkim 

kingdom during the first Namgyal was: The boundary extended from 

"Dipdala in the north, Singsa, Walung Youngmand Khangchen Yarlung 

and Timer Chorten in the west, down along the Arun and Dud Kosi 
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rivers, down to the Mahananda, Naxalbari, Titalia in the South. On the 

east Tagang La and Tang La on the North" .1 37 But the country was 

invaded by the foreigners several times. Therefore, it was reduced to its 

present position. The country (presently a state of the Union of India) is 

situated in the eastern Himalayas. "It has an area of 2828 sq. miles" .138 

It is located within 28007'48"and 2704'46"latitude and 88°00'58" and 

88055'25" east longitude and is bounded on the north by Tibet, on the 

east by Tibet and Bhutan, on the south by Darjeeling district of West 

Bengal and on the west by Nepal. 139 The Kingdom of Sikkim was merged 

to the Union of India as 22ndState on 16 May, 1975.140 

There are three main communities in Sikkim viz. the Lepchas, the 

Bhutias and the Nepalese. The Lepchas are said to be the aboriginal 

inhabitants of Sikkim. The next group of peoples is the Bhutias. By far 

the greater numbers of inhabitants of Sikkim are the Pahariyas.1 41 The 

Pahariyas or Nepalese are composed of the Bahuns, Chhetries, Rai, 

Magar, Sunwar, Limboos (Tsongs), Sherpa, Tamang, Newar, Gurung, 

Jogi, Thami, Maji, Kami, Damai, Sarki ete. There are more other sub

castes also. Two of the castes namely the Tsongs and the Magar 

occupi<"'d a prominent positions during Namgyal's establishment. But in 

due course they revolted against the Namgyal ruler denying the 

supremacy of the later. Thus, it seems that they were left out in the 

bureaucracy and other prominent position.l42 

The ruling class of Sikkim-the Bhutias call Sikkim Dey-Jong 

means valley of fruits or the valley of rice. Jigme Pao is of the opinion 

that when Guru Padma Sambhava visited Sikkim he was impressed by 

the natural beauty and vegetation of the lana. He had also seen 

abundant of eatable items in Sikkim. So, he preferred to call this land 
I 

'Dey-Jong'. 14 :3 The Lepchas call it Nye-mae-el.1 4 4 There is another version 

about the origin of the name 'Sikkim '. This version states that the word 

Sikkim originated from Limboo Language. According to this version 

Tensung Namgyal, the second Namgyal ruler of Sikkim married a Limboo 

girl, the daughter of Limboo chief of Arun Koshi district as one of his 

queens. He built a new palace near the famous Pemaongtse monastery to 

please his queen and ask her to name it according to her choice. She 

named it 'Song Khim' which later on became Sukhim or Sikkim. In 

Limboo language 'Song' means new and 'Khim' means palace. So, 'Song 



Colonialism in India 33 

Khim' bt>came the meaning of new palace. It is because of this the 

country became known as Sikkim. 145 The word Sing means wood and 

Khim means house or palace in Limboo language. So, the word 

'Singkhim' later began to be pronounced as Sukhim or Sikkim. 146 

The landmass lying in between the Arun river in the west and the 

Teesta river in the east, prior to the establishment of Namgyal dynasty in 

Sikkim was known as Limbuwan (the land of Limboos). In 1641-42 most 

of the petty chiefs of Limboowan accepted the supremacy of the first 

Namgyal ruler Phuntsog Namgyal along with the Bhutias and Lepchas 

that led to a historical tripartite agreement of 'Lho-Men-Tsong-Sum' at 

Kabi Longtsok. This followed the formation of a Himalayan Kingdom, the 

area of which extended from the Chumbi valley in the north to the Arun 

river in the west and they named this landmass a kingdom as 

'Songkhim' means a new house in Limboo language or 'Singkhim' means 

wood house in Limboo. The word later on seems to have corrupted to 

Sikhim and then to Sikkim.I47 On the basis of the Tripartite agreement 

of 'Lho-Men-Tsong-Sum', Tashi Namgyal, the 11th ruler of Sikkim 

provided citizenship (status of aboriginality; i.e. aadibashi haak in 

Nepali language) through the Sikkim Subject Certificates to the persons 

of Sikkimese domicile- the Bhutias, the Lepchas and the Tsong (Limboo) 

origin.I48 This was further amended in 1962 and provided citizenship to 

the remaining Nepalese domicile on the basis that the Limbus and other 

sects of Nepali community were considered as one composite 

cuuunu1uly. Thus Tashi Namgyal provided citizenship to the Bhutias, 

Lepchas and the Nepalese to protect the aboriginal status of these people 

in Sikkim.l49 '' 

In fact the modern history (in the Sikkimese sense) of Sikkim can 
I 

be traced back to the establishment of Namgyal Dynasty in 1642, which 

witnessed the consecration of the first Namgyal king, Phuntsog Namgyal. 

The legendary account confirms that the establishment of a settled 

government in Sikkim was celebrated with the great ritualistic function 

in the Tibetan Church. On the basis of traditional version, Risley says 

that the three Lamas namely Lhatsun Chhembo, Sempah Chhembo and 

Rigdsin Chhembo belonging to the red-hat-sect (Ning-ma-pa) of the 

Til>t·tan Lamaism, met after many wanderings at the village of Yoksom. 

These Lamas asked Phuntsog Namgyal, an influential Tibetan, then 
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residing at Gangtok to assume the kingship in the state. He was further 

asked to convert the indigenous Lepchas to Buddhism. Thereafter 

Phuntsog Namgyal was consecrated as the first king of Namgyal Dynasty 

in Sikkim. The Lepchas readily accepted the externals of Buddhism, 

monastt>ries and churches rose to preserve the memory of the 

missionary monks, and the descendants of the Tibetan settler were 

recognised as the rightful rulers of Sikkim.1so 

However, Sikkim Coronation states that before the arrival of these 

three Lomas at Yaksom there had been Bhutia settlement in Sikkim. 

Khye Bumsa, the ancestor of the Namgyals came in contact with the 

indigenous Lepchas and a deep friendship between the newcomers and 

the Lepchas grew up; a blood brotherhood was sworn between Khye 

Bumsa and Thekongtek, the Lepcha Chief, at Kabi Longtsok. A 

descendent of Khye-Bumsa namely Guru Tashi moved towards Gangtok. 

The Lepchas after the death of Thekongtek started breaking up into a 

small clans and turned to Guru Tashi for leadership and protection. He 

bt•t·ame the first ruler of Sikkim and paved the way for regular 

monarchy. 151 

On the basis of the facts furnished by the two different versions, 

one can come to the conclusion that Guru Tashi whom Sikkim 

Coronation confirms as the first ruler of Sikkim, was a mere chief of Kabi 

Longtsok and not the ruler of whole Sikkim as he had no access to the 

other parts of the state. However, it is true that the process of the 

establishment of an organised group was initiated by Guru Tashi. 

Phuntsog Namgyal was the descendent of Guru Tashi who was 

consecrated as the first ruler of Sikkim in 1642. 

The 'Coronation' further confirms that Phuntsok Namgyal was the 

first ('O!!secratcct ruler· of Sikkim. llc was born in 1604 and was 

consecrated as king (Chogyal) by three Lamas in 1642. Immediately after 

the consecration he moved to Yoksom, the new capital and instituted the 

first centralised administration. He divided the kingdom into twelve 

Dzongs (districts) placed each under a Lepcha Dzongpan (Governor) and 

had a council of twelve Ministers. During his reign Buddhism in Sikkim 

was consolidated as the established religion of the state.1s2 History of 

Sikkim contends that Phuntsog Namgyal selected twelve Lepcha 

Dzongpens from among the superior families of Lepchas and twelve 
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Kazis from the chief Bhutia clans as Kazis. Thus, a bureaucracy of 

twenty-four high officials were created to run the administration of the 

state.JS3 The boundaries of the new kingdom were fixed; they were 

Dibdala in the north, Singsa Walung Yangmag, Khangchen Yarlung and 

Timar Chorten in the west, down along the Arun and Dudkosi rivers, 

down to Mahananda, Naxalbari, Titalia in the south. On the east Tagang 

La and Tongla on the nortn.154 

Since the ruler was consecrated by the Lamas of Tibet, he agreed 

to act according to the religious dictates of Tibetan theocracy. Thus, the 

n·ligiou'-' connection between Tibet and Sikkim was established. Tibetan 

books on religion were regarded as the direct commandments of the 

Great Guru Rinpoche. The Dalai Lama also recognised Phuntsog 

Namgyal as the ruler of sacred land of the southern slope. The 

Government of Sikkim also always looked to the Tibetan Government for 

protection and aid whenever the state suffered from any agression. 155 He 

ruled Sikkim till the year 1670. 

Phuntsog Namgyal was succeeded by his son Tensung Namgyal in 

1670. He shifted the capital of Sikki.m from Yoksom to Rabdense. He 

married three wives from Bhutan, Tibet and Tsong (Limboo) respectively. 

All three queens fought each other. This resulted the invasion of foreign 

countrit·s. To normalise the internal feuds the Raja gave equal 

representation to the clans of each queen. All together eight councillors 

were appointed. Thus he established a popular Government with the 

representatives of eight clans.J"(• 

Tensung Namgyal was succeeded by the daughter of Limboo queen 

on the throne. This was not liked by her half 'sister, the daughter of 

Bhutanese queen .. She invited Bhutan to get the throne. Chador Namgyal 

was the son of Tibetan queen and he was the youngest. In such a 

situation the minor was carried off to Lasha by a faithful Minister. 

During his asylum Chador Namgyal distinguished himself in Buddhist 

literature. During Chador Namgyal's absence the Bhutanese captured 

Rabdentse palace, who held it for eight years. But in due course the 

8hutant"se withdrew on the request of the Tibetan Government. But 

south-east of Sikkim were permanently annexed by the Bhutanese. 

Thus, Kalimpong and Rhenok were lost to Sikkim.l:i7 Chador Namgyal, 

then returned to Sikkim and started to drive out the Bhutanese. Finally 
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parts of Rhenok were recaptured by Sikkim. Chador Namgyal made open 

Pemiongchi to Tsongs also. He built the Guru Lhakang Tashiding in 

1 71 5 and patronised thr sacred places but also adapted the religious 

dances to keep alive the martial and native traditions and invented an 

alphabet for the Lepchas. His half sister Pedi Wangmo tried to kill him 

but she failed in her conspiracy. Ultimately she herself died in an 

unnatural way.l 58 

Chador Namgyal was succeeded by his son Gyurmed Namgyal in 

1717. In 1718 a number of settlers from Tsangpo Valley of Tibet took 

shelter in Limbuwan- now in eastern Nepal. This migration affected 

Sikkim also because they further pushed towards Sikkim. 

Simultaneously Bhutan and Nepal also invaded Sikkim. In the 

southwest of Sikkim one Tashi Bidur rose in rebellion with the aid of 

M<1gar chieftain hut was subduf'd. During his reign Kargyu sect 

(Mahayana) of Lamaism was established. He had no issue. He died in 

1733.1 5 '~ 

Gyurmed Namgyl was succeeded by his posthumous son Namgyal 

Phuntsog in 1733. But the Royal Treasurer Tamding opposed this on the 

plea of illegitimacy. The Lepchas backed the young king. Tamding was 

defeated and fled to Tibet in 1740. The Tibetan Government sent Rabden 

Sharpa to work as regent during the minority of the young king. A 

convention of all the elements of Sikkimese population was held. A 

system of Government was initiated under Rabden Sharpa. Under him, 

for the first time in the history of Sikkim, annual taxation was 

introduced. It was about this time the chief of the Magar community 

died. The Magar wanted to install the son of the dying chief to succeed 

the later and appoint a regent also. This proposal was not considered by 
' 

the ruler and his regent Rabden Sharpa. Therefore, being disgusted the 

Magar sought the protection of Bhutan to invade Sikkim. However, the 

conspiracy could not be materialised. The Magar allegiance was lost 

forever. In 1752 a Tsong uprising took place but it was timely 

suppressed. A Gurkha invasion took place during Namgyal Phuntsog's 

reign. The Gurkha invasion was led by Prithvinarayan Shah. During this 

period the Bhutanese also invaded Sikkim and occupied all land east of 

Teesta river, but suffered defeat at Phodung and withdrew and a 

negotiation was held at Rhenock. The Gurkha invasion was beaten 
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seventeen times. After this a treaty was signed with Nepal in 177 5. The 

Gurkhas promised to abstain from all armed raids. But the Gurkhas 

broke the treaty and occupied Ellam and Topzang. Though the Nepalese 

suffered heavy losses, they advanced further and occupied western 

Sikkim. 1''( 1 

Tenzing Namgyal, the sixth consecrated ruler succeeded his father 

N<Hngy<ll Phuntsog in 17RO. He also continued his efforts to expel the 

Gurkhas from Sikkim territory. The Gurkhas were defeated in Morung in 

Tnrai. There was however no decisive victory on the part of Sikkim. In 

1 '/ H8, the Gurkhas again invaded south Sikkim through Illam and again 

reoccupied southern Sikkim, Rabdentse was also captured. Heavy 

Gurkha reinforcements came under Damodar Pande, devastated and 

occupied the entlre lower Teesta. Dev Raja of Bhutan helped Sikkim to 

expel the Gurkhas. The Gurkha pressure relaxed somewhat due to their 

involvement in Tibet. Taking this as advantage the Bhutias, the Lepchas 

and the Tsongs (Limboos) attacked the Nepalese. It was during this time 

that the Nepalese entered into a treaty with China. The treaty ignored 

tht· cl<~im of Sikkim. With this Sikk:im was frustrated. Tenzing Namgyal 

died in 1793.1•,1 

Tsugphud Namgyal became the king of Sikkim m 1793 after the 

clt-ath of his father Tenzing Namgyal as the seventh consecrated ruler 

and had the longest reign between 1793 and 1864. He accompanied his 

father to Lasha in 1790 and returned to Sikkim only in 1793. He was 

said to be a brilliant boy and took over the administration at the age of 

twelve. His reign also witnessed the penetration of British power into the 

Himalayas and of British trade efforts across the Himalayas into Tibet.l62 

Sikkim was involved in the British diplomacy and was considered an ally 

of the British in the Anglo-Nepalese war o'f 1814. Nagridzong was 

recaptured about 1814 and in 1815 the British helped Sikkim to drive 

out the C1urkhas from many parts of south-west Sikkim. 1 1':' In 1817 the 

Treaty of Titalia was signed between the British and Sikkim whereby the 

boundanes between Sikkim and Nepal was laid along the Mahanadi and 

Mechi rivers and the Singalila range. 1t>4 This, however was not in 

conformity with Sikkimese wishes and left large tracts of land still in the 

hands of Nepal and did not restore the Sikkim territories around Titalia 
) 

which the British acquired from the Gurkhas but kept themselves. 
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In 1814, Rabdentse being considered too close to the Nepalese 

frontier, the capital was shifted to Tumlong.1 6 " The relations of Sikkim 

with Tibet however grew cold, as the Panchan Lama and the then regent 

of Tibet Tsomoiling were not on good terms. Chandzok Bolek, who was 

the uncle of the ruler, became the Prime Minister. His rise to eminence 

created many jealousies, which resulted in the assassination of his 

family in 1826. After the incident Bolek's relatives i.e. the Kotapas fled to 

Illam and sought help from the Gurkhas to invade Sikkim. The Kotapas 

created much trouble to Tsugphud Namgyal. There were constant 

cl<ishes between the Kotapas and the Sikkimese. The Government of 

S1kkim requested the Tibetan Government to solve the Kotapa problem. 

In view of this the Tibetan Government persuaded the Nepal Government 

to solve 1 he problem. /\1 last the Kotapas were temporarily reconciled 

and asked them to return to Sikkim. It was estimated that nearly eight 

hundred Kotapa families had left Sikkim during the turmoil period and 

took shelter in Nepal. But they did not return due to their feud with the 

Khangsa Dewan. Moreover, they continued their raids to Sikkim.Jt,(, 

As has already been stated that the British had established their 

relations with Sikkim in 1814 and slowly they decided to penetrate 

inside and establish their permanent hold to achieve their objectives 

there. The reign of Tsugphud Namgyal was not a happy period so far 

ludia-Sikktm relations \Vcte concerned. The greedy coloniser coveted to 

acquire a permanent place in Sikkim. The British first noticed Dorjeling 

in 1828 when some officers came to enquire into a boundary dispute 

between Sikkim and Nepal. Tsugphud Namgyal was compelled to give 

Captain Lloyd a deed giving the hill of Darjeeling ·for a sanatorium to the 

East India Company out of friendship to the Governor General but at the 

same time on the consideration that the boundary dispute would be 

favourably concluded and that an equivalent land would be given in 

exchange (Devgang). The Company however forced a rent on the ruler of 

Sikkim, wh1ch he was constantly refusing. Anglo-Sikkim relation 

deteriorated on the question of extraditing slaves and criminals as also 

1hC' illt·g.d collection or !!w !ax of Sikkim Morung by the British. This 

eventually led to the detention of Drs. Campbell and Hooker when they 

were on an unauthorised exploration inside Sikkim in 1859. This 

resulted in a punitive expedition after the return of Campbell and 
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Hooker and the whole of Darjeeling (acquired in 1835) and Morung 

(1860) were annexed.l67 Another expedition followed next year and the 

Treaty of Tumlong was forced on Sikkim and the annexation of 

Darjeeling confirmed. The treaty was concluded with the heir apparent, 

Sidkeong Namgyal, as his father Tsugphud Namgyal was still m 

Chumbi. ltl8 Tsugphud Namgyal died in 1863 and he was succeeded by 

his son Sidkeong Namgyal from his second marriage. 169 

Sidkeong Namgyal succeeded his father Tsugphud Namgyal as the 

eigl1t b consecrated Choyyal in 1863. It is said that he was an incarnate 

of a famous Karmapa Lama of Kham and recognised as such. Due to his 

father being infirm and old he looked after the administration towards 

the end of his father's reign. During his reign grazing dispute between 

Sikkim and Tibet was successfully solved as also two minor disputes 

with Bhutan. His efforts at improving the strained relations with the 

British were successful only in 1873, a year before his death, when he 

made a state visit to Darjeeling and met the Governor of Bengal. He was 

however not successful in negotiating the reorganisation of the Sikkim 

army which he desired to be trained by the British and equipped with 

modern weapons. He was succeeded by his half brother Thutob 

Nnmgy<d. 1 ·'' 

Thutob Namgyal succeeded his half-brother Sidkeong Namgyal as 

the ninth consecrated ruler of Sikkim in 1874 and ruled till his death in 

1 <) 14. At the time of his succession the British Empire in Asia was 

paramount and Sikkim was already feeling the bitter test of British 

diplomacy. Thutob was then only fourteen years old.171 The reign of 

Thutob is the most troubled period in the anal of British Sikkim 

relations. The British, taking the advantage of ruler's minority 

encouraged the :settlement of new comers mostly from Nepal and in less 

number from the adjoining areas of Darjeeling, Kalingpong and Bhutan 

in the wasteland of Sikkim. The then Sikkimi elites more particularly 

Phod<Hll'. Lama and Khangsa brothers supported the British policy of 

settlement. The young ruler in frustration chose Chumbi for his summer 

retreats. The British offered to increase the Darjeeling subsidy by fifty 

percent provided the Maharaja would not move to Chumbi in summer 

and the administration was handed over to Khangsa brothers and Sheo 

Dewan. Again in 1885-86 the British were involved in exploiting a 
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dispute between Tibet and Bhutan and thus got involved in a quarrel 

with the Tibetan authont1es. The Maharaja felt that if the war occurred 

between the British and Tibet, Sikkim was ought to be converted to a 

battleground and therefore, he made all efforts to mediate but he was 

not successful to normalise the situation. The British sent a mission to 

Tibet in 1884-85 under Colman Macaulay. In 1886 the mission entered 

into Sikkim en route to Tibet. On the other hand the Tibetans occupied 

Lingthu. The British design to establish trade marts in Tibet could not 

be achieved at this point of time. It was because of the Maharaja's 

mediation the mission was withdrawn. In view of these developments the 

Tibetan stopped the yearly presents for the Sikkim Raja. 172 The British 

discontinued the annual subsidy to Sikkim and demanded the return of 

Tllutoll !rom Churnbi. Ultimately the Maharaja returned but failed to 

bring reconciliation between the British and Tibet. While the British 

brought reinforcements in Sikkim the Tibetans made themselves strong 

in Churnbi, which was still then a part of Sikkim. Armed clashes took 

place at Gnatong, Rinchenpong and Chumbi (1888)-neither side scored 

any decisive point. 11:1 

In 1890 the British made a convention with the Chinese. The 

Chinese acknowledged the British protectorate over Sikkim while the 

British accepted the Chinese delimitation of Sikkirn-Tibet boundary as 

the crest of mountain range or the watershed. Sikkirn's claim to Chumbi 

was thus given away. Sikkim was not a party to the convention. Thutob 

\,_,.,,s th<'tl undn virtual detention of the British and Claude White, the 

first Political Officer, was the virtual ruler of Sikkirn. 

On White's arrival at Gangtok Thutob retreated to Lagyap (near 

Ranipool) en route to Chumbi. White stormed the palace, drove out loyal 
' 

officials and formed a council of three composed of him and the Khangsa 

Dewan brothers who had usurped the Government authority. All income 

of the Government was frozen. The ruler was persuaded to return from 

Chumbi. On his arrival at the capital, White demanded that he should 

act according to the advice of Khangsapa brothers and must dissociate 

with loyalist elements like the Pemiongche Lamas. Thutob was allowed a 

meager pension. Shortly afterwards the royal couple were arrested and 

taken down to Kalimpong. In Kalimpong Thutob was confronted by White 

and British officers besides the Khangsa brothers. During the 
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Maharaja's absence Claude White acted as the de-facto ruler of the 

State. He brought a drastic change in the traditional political and 

administrative setting of the last regime. 174 

The British version of the episode is entirely different regarding 

1ht· change of administrative structure. They argued that the Raja and 

Rani, due to their pro-Tibetan sympathies declined to take part in the 

administration. 175 They further argued that the political officer was 

appointed to help the Council to look after the administration of the 

state and they had not usurped the authority forcibly. The western 

version states that the administration of the state was disorganised due 

to the Maharaja's long absence and the same was to be updated; the 

disgusted Maharaja with his family members; a group of Lamas and 

attendants tried to escape to Tibet. They further said that the Maharaja 

tried to fly to Tibet inspite of the British efforts to bring him into 

Sikkim.1 7t' 

After several years of detention in Kalimpong, Kurseong and 

Darjeeling the royal couple were allowed to return to Sikkim in 1895 

under certain conditions. The British attitude towards the ruler was 

changed after 1901. This change was also because of the normalization 

of the Anglo-Tibetan relations. Sikkim was slowly brought to the western 

line of progress and improvement. Sikkim also helped the British in their 

armed mission to Lasha in 1904.177 

In 1905 the royal couple was invited to meet the British heir

apparent (Prince of Wales and his consort) at Calcutta. The Maharaja 

requested the Viceroy and the British heir apparent for the restoration of 

his administrative powers. 178 On return to Gangtok the Maharaja was 

given part of administrative powers. In 1908 Their Highness went on a 
' 

pilgrimage to Nepal and rebuilt the Swaymbhunath. A blood brotherhood 

was sworn with the Nepali Prime Minister Chandra Shamsher by 

exchange of knives. Thutob Namgyal passed away in 1914.17'1 

From the above account it is evident that the reign of Thutob 

Namgyal was one of the unpleasant epoch in the history of India-Sikkim 

relations. The British finding it difficult to penetrate into Nepal and 

Bhutan decided to fix Sikkim as a trade mart to Tibet. To achieve their 

interests they tried to persuade the Maharaja to act as British agent in 

the region. When this could not be materialised they decided to keep 
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aside the ruler from the administrative duties. The British sent their own 

agents and directed them to follow divide and rule policy in the state. As 

a result, the political officer created a set of people who could work for 

the British. For some years the British Political Officer acted as the de

facto ruler of the state and the administration of Sikkim was handled 

with the help of newly created pro-British elites. A random change was 

brought in the internal system both political and administrative. Thus, 

the period of Thutob Namgyal was not a happy phenomenon so far as 

the traditional interests of the state were concerned. However, the later 

phase of Thutob's reign witnessed a change in the attitude of the British. 

Slowly the Maharaja became an amiable king and the British succeeded 

to materialise their objectives in the state. 

Sidkeong Tulku succeeded as the tenth consecrated ruler in 

February 1914. He was a man of extra-ordinary character. While yet a 

boy he had developed high intelligence and forceful personality. His 

traditional (monastic) schooling was but a prelude to modern education. 

He was admitted to Oxford in 1906 and during his two years stay there 

he distinguished himself corporate life of the university. He was fully 

influenced by the western ideas and democracy. On his return in 1908 

he was given charge of forest, monasteries and education. Under his 

personal supervision some more schools were established and forest 

laws were codified. A boundary dispute with Bhutan occurred and the 

issue was amicably settled with the help of Basil Gould.1so 

During his short tenure, Sidkeong Tulku could throw significant 

light on two important transactions. One was the abolition of 

imprisonment as a penalty for non-payments of cJ.ebts and the other was 

the record of the proceedings of the ban on settlements of plainsmen. As 

a king, Sidkeong Tulku updated the system of monasteries by 

overthrowing the vested interests. His proposal to liquidate landlordism 

created stern enemies among a large number of landlords, both ancient 

feudal and modern lessee. In addition, his spirit of independence got his 

relations strained with the Political Officer Charles Bell. In December 

1914 he passed away. Thus ended prematurely a promising career in 

most suspicious circumstances. 1s1 

Sidkeong Tulku was succeeded by his half-brother Tashi Namgyal 

on 5 December 1914 as the eleventh consecrated ruler of Sikkim. He was 

educated at the Gangtok school, Darjeeling (St. Paul) and Ajmer (Mayo 
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College).IB2 The prime consideration behind his choice as a ruler of 

Sikkim was due to the fact that he was to some extent under the 

tutelage of Charles Bell, the then Political Officer. Under Tashi Namgyal, 

Sikkim witnessed slow but definite transfer of administrative power from 

the Political Officer to the Maharaja in Council.IB3 The reasons behind 

this transfer were (a) the normalization of British relations with Tibet 

after the signing of the Lasha Convention in 1904. The convention 

diminished thoroughly the adamant attitude of the Tibetans. They gave 

up their policy of frequent attack against Sikkim. (b) This fact was oiled 

by the pliable nature of the Maharaja in Council. The British were 

fortunate enough to have Tashi Namgyal as the ruler of Sikkim. Thus the 

external as well as internal conditions were conducive for the transfer of 

administrative power to the Maharaja in Council in Sikkim. Tashi 

Namgyal ruled Sikkim for a period of fifty years, which coincides the 

period of five consequent Political Officers. 

During Tashi Namgyal's rule a number of social and economic 

reforms were undertaken. Immediately after his accession Tashi Namgyal 

took up the subject of social and economic reforms. A judicial court was 

established in 1916. Now onwards the landlords namely the Kazis and 

the Thikadars thus come under the supervision of newly established 

courts. Measures to eradicate social evils and inequity followed. Public 

gambling was made illegal in 1921. In 1924 use of unpaid labour was 

prohibited. In 1937 the personnel of the landlord's courts were stopped 

from functioning as police. The period of lessee landlordism expired in 

1940 and decision was taken to terminate it when the Second World War 

was over. A form of conscripted labour of Governmental work on 

payment called Jharlangi had much grown due to the British 

Government's requirements during the Younghusband Expedition and 

the war. In 1945 the use of such labour was curtailed. In 1946 the 

landlords were forbidden the use of Jharlangi from the peasants. In 1947 

Kurwa was abolished.JH1 

At the end of the War (1946) land reforms were taken in hand. A 

trigonometrical survey of all lands was made. As the landlords were not 

forthcoming to relinquish their estates, the Maharaja started clipping 

their powers of registration of lands and deeds were abolished in 1948. 

The lessee system was dropped and the people were given the right to 
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pay tax directly to the state. Many of these reforms were delayed due to 

the war. 18" 

During the Second World War, the Maharaja placed the resources 

of the state into the war efforts on the side of the Allies. More than 6000 

Sikkimese joined the armed forces. The then heir-apparent Paljor 

Namgyal took a commission in the Air Force and was killed in active 

service in 1941. Sikkimese distinguished themselves by winning a V. C, 

and an M.C besides many other decorations for valour.186 The Maharaja 

prepared plans for development in 1944-45. The Sikkim Nationalised 

Transport was established in 1944 and this constituted the single 

largest source of revenue. Certain other issues were also emerged during 

the War period. The delay of the socio-economic reforms during the War 

period created some natural resentment among the people. The 

implementation of reforms at the conclusion of the war annoyed some 

interests, and this resulted the formation of political parties. The newly 

born Sikkim State Congress agitated for (a) the abolition of landlordism 

which de facto was already achieved except in name and their income 

from the estates (b) full responsible Government and (c) accessiOn to 

India. The Maharaja enlarged the State Council, hitherto composed of 

only landlords and some governmental officials with members nominated 

by the Congress and representing Bhutia, Lepcha and Nepali were 

appointed secretaries to the Government in 1948. But these members 

were expelled from the party several months later due to the difference 

and had to resign. 187 The State Congress demand for accession to India 

led to the creation of the Sikkim National Party opposing accession but 

desiring a treaty relationship. The final persuasion of the landlords to 
' 

formally give up their states in spring 1949 failed and anticipating their 

immediate formal abolition, which would end their financial interests a 
' ' 

number of them joined the Congress Party. Political agitation of the 

newly emerged parties took a serious turn after the withdrawal of the 

British in 194 7. 1H8 Tashi Namgyal ruled till December 1962 and his 

successor the last in the lineage Palden Thendup Namgyal had to 

surrender his rights to the people and Sikkim was merged to the Union 

of India as 22 11 <~ state on 16 May 1975.1K" 

From the above account it is evident that the long reign of Tashi 

Namgyal witnessed a number of changes. The attitude of the British had 

been changed. The ruler being influenced by the western education was 
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intended to make him an amiable king. During his reign the Tibetans did 

not disturb in the border areas. A number of socio-economic reforms 

were undertaken. Internal and external trade flourished. But the reforms 

undertaken during the period were more beneficial to the British than 

the people of Sikkim. In short it can be said that the socio-economic 

reforms were for the good to the coloniser and not to the colonised. 

In the light of such historical developments of Sikkim, we can turn 

to the interest of the British in the Trans-Himalayan region. Now the 

question can be raised why the British targeted Sikkim to achieve their 

interest among the three Himalayan states of Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim. 

It has already been discussed that the British found Sikkim a virgin 

ground for the implementation of their interests. A number of factors 

helped the British to choose Sikkim as the most suitable spot to 

undertake their activities. 

During the period of British penetration Sikkim had not emerged 

as a real state in the true sense: (a) Sikkim's territory had not been 

finally demarcated. The state had been a victim of foreign invasions in 

the hands of Nepal and Bhutan. Even the local chiefs namely the Tsongs 

and the Magars could not be reconciled.ISJo (b) Political supremacy was 

not in the hands of the ruler. Tibet was considered as the overlord by the 

Sikkim ruler. This fact had been confirmed by the History of Sikkim. The 

author says, "The Government of Sikkim always looked to the Tibetan 

Government for the protection and aid whenever the State suffered from 

any aggression". 191 Tibetan religious books were regarded as the direct 

commandments of the Great Guru Rimpoche. The Dalai Lama also 

recognised Phuntsog Namgyal, the first Namgyal' ruler of Sikkim as the 

ruler of sacred iand of the southern slope.1'l2 It indicates that the Dalai 

Lama of Tibet considered Sikkim as the tributary of Tibet and the ruler 

of Sikkim never enjoyed supremacy in the state. The ruler of Sikkim also 

expected foreign help to defend his country. So, before the British 

penetration, Sikkim had not emerged as a supreme political power. (c) 

The ruler of Sikkim was a religious head. This can be confirmed with 

Risley's version. He says that when Phuntsog Namgyal was consecrated 

as the first ruler he was also designated as Chogyal (religious head) of 

Sikkim and was asked by the three Lamas to convert the indigenous 

Lepchas to Buddhism. 193 Thus, the Lamas expected the ruler of Sikkim 
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to materialise the mission of Lamaism in this part of land. Secular 

characteristics were yet to be born in Sikkim. The Government of the 

state was run by the elites who were created by the ruler as Dzongpens 

and Knzis, twelve each from Lepcha and Bhutia community 

respectively.J<J4 These elites were more or less agents of Lamaist from 

the Buddhism. (d) Population of the state was not static. It had been 

fluctuating; moreover, the ruler could not get sufficient support from the 

local people. Tsongs and Magars revolted against the ruler and even they 

invited foreigners to throw him out of powerlq:> (e) the Bhutia ruler of 

Sikkim lacked secular political qualification to emerge as a real state. 

Therefore, the state was politically disorganised. 

On the other hand Nepal was politically organised. State formation 

had already taken place in that part. Nepal, under Gurkha leader 

Prithvinarayan Shah had reached to the apex of its consolidation on the 

eve of the British penetration in the Trans-Himalayan region. They never 

expected foreign help to protect their country. Nepal was an independent 

power and political supremacy was in their own hands. British attempt 

to penetrate inside Nepal was fizzled out by the Gurkha ruler.l96 

Nepalese were consolidated in such a way that they always fought with 

loyalty and this loyalty towards their leader and the country as a whole 

never permitted the British to penetrate. Even the British were attracted 

by this loyalty and as a result, they recruited Gurkhas in their force in 

future. 1" 7 The internal elites and bureaucrats were well qualified to run 

the Government. Above all Nepal was a secular state in the broader 

sense. With these qualifications Nepal never permitted the British to 

penetrate and to convert it into a proto-type British colony. 

Bhutan, another Trans-Himalayan state, also had achieved state 

formation on the eve of colonial penetration in the Himalayan region. 

The internal feud of different sects hardly affected their integrity. 

Bhutan also maintained its political supremacy. She had already 

undnt<1kcn a number of foreign invasions independently. Bhutan also 

concluded treaties with foreign powers on equal footing.JYI:l Bhutan never 

asked any help from foreign power to defend their country. They 

conducted trade and business independently. The rulers of Bhutan were 

qualified enough to systematize their administration which could help 

them to defend their country from foreign invasions.J<J<J In view of these 
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reasons the British found it difficult to penetrate and establish their 

hold in Bhutan. 

It has already been discussed that so long as the English East 

India Company was satisfied with their trade in the plains of India they 

hardly took any interest in the Trans-Himalayan trade. With the 

possession of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa the British took interest to 

enlarge trade prospect in the Himalayan states of Nepal, Bhutan and 

Sikkim.-' 111 ' When the British missions failed to establish their interest in 

Nepal and Bhutan they diverted towards Sikkim. Their primary objective 

was trade with Tibet. For a long time they were in search of a suitable 

place through which trade in the Trans-Himalayan region could be 

conducted \\·ithout much obstacles. This became possible only in Sikkim 

as t h(' ru ln of Sikkim ctppeared to be weak and there was no much 

resistance from the local elites. The weaknesses of Sikkim were fully 

utilised for achieving trade interest with Tibet in the initial stage. With 

the establishment of British political office at Gangtok the process of 

cultural transformation began to activate slowly but steadily. Thus, the 

success of the British to establish their political office was mostly 

because of the weaknesses of the ruler and disbalanced state system in 

Sikkim. 

TABLE NO 1:1 

Dynastic list of the Namgyal rulers in Sikkim 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 Phuntsog Namgyal 1642-1670 

2 Tensong Namgyal 1670-1700(The state was under the 

Bhutanese control' between 1700 and 1708) 

3 Chador f\amgyal 1708-1717 

4 Gyurmed Namgyal 1717-1733 

5 Namgyal Phuntsog 1733-1780 

6 Tenzing Namgyal 1780-1793 

7 Tsugphud Namgyal 1793-1864 

8 Sidkeong Namgyal 1864-1874 

9 Thutob Namgyal 1874-1914 

10 Sidkeong Tu1ku Feb.1914-Dec.1914 

11 Tashi Namgyal Dec.1914-1962 

12 Palden Thendup Namgyal 1962-1975 

Source: Szkkim-A Concise Chronicle, 20 March 1963. 
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The history of Sikkim indicates that the rulers were forced to shift 

their capitals from one place to other because of foreign invasions, 

political and administrative reasons. The following table gives a clear 

picture regarding the place and period of the capitals in Sikkim. 

TABLE NO l:II 

Capitalsof Sikkim 

1 Yoksom 1642-1670 

2 Rabdentse 1670-1814 

3 Tum long 1814-1892 

4 Gangtok 1892-till date 

Source: Sikkim-A Concise Chronicle, 20 March 1963. 

III 

An overview of the neo-theoritical construction of the 

penetration of Colonialism in the cultural sphere of the 

colonised 
The proposed study on Sikkim suggests a theoretical 

underpinning, and in the contemporary climate of informed academic 

reaction to the Colonialism some methodological orientation derived from 

the postcolonial discourse would be more in order than being merely 

fashionable. Our problem however, is not resolved by this selection on 

epistemic ground. There are discernable dissimilarities of contextuality, 

because the postcolonial arguments generally tend to be focussed on the 

operation of Colonialism in classical instances of colonisation, while 

Sikkim is marginal. Secondly, the entire argument being designed by 

scholars having had little background of rigid social science compulsive 

empiricism 'deconstruction' of 'texts' theoretically ruled the roost. For 

history, overlooking 'ideograph:-( amounts t~ subversion of its sw 

geneno. Therefore, some very snious methodological innovations have to 

be undertaken to respond satisfactorily to the requirements of my 

discipline. Inspite of methodological complexities the strongest ground 

for having chosen this discourse is that it furnishes us with a 'paradigm' 

which can be profitably used to analyse the Sikkim situation. 

To start with, hence a resume of the arguments of the post

colonialities understandably will not be a misplaced venture. The term 

postcolonial is increasingly used to describe that form of social criticism 
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that bears witness to those unequal and uneven process of 

representation by which the historical experience of the once colonised 

Third World comes to be framed in the west.2o1 Edward Said's, 

Orientalisrn is a crucial text for what has become known as postcolonial 

theory. His most influential argument was that Orientalism needed to be 

understood 'as a discourse ... by which European culture was able to 

manage and even produce-the Orient politically, sociologically, militarily, 

ideologically, scientifically, and imaginatively during the post

Enlightenment period.2°:2 His idea was not to posit a more 'real' Orient 

against the one constructed by Orientalism but to draw attention to how 

Orientalism was implicated in the very structures that determined its 

conditions of possibility- namely the historical circumstances of 

European Colonialism. Said explored both the range of Orientalism and 

the ways it authorised and thereby controlled the Orient.2m 

According to Said the term 'Orient' was 'almost a European 

invention.Jo4 The Orient is an integral part of European civilization and 

culture. By Orientalism he means interdependent. He further says that 

the most readily accepted designation for Orientalism is an academic 

one. Anyone, who teaches, writes about or researches the Orient either 

in its specific or its general aspects is an Orientalist- and this applies 

whether the person is an anthropologist, sociologist, historian or 

philologist- either in its specific or its general aspects, is an Orientalist, 

and what he or she does is Orientalism.2°5Related to this academic 

tradition, whose fortunes, transmigrations, specialisation, and 

transmissions are in part the subject of this study is a more general 

meaning for Orientalism. Orientalism is a style 'of thought based upon 

an ontological and epistemological distinction made between "the Orient" 

and "the Occident". :20tJ 

The interchange between the academic and the more or less 

imaginative meanings of Orientalism is a constant one, and since the 

late eighteenth century, there has been a considerable traffic between 

the two. However, the third meaning of Orientalism is something more 

historically and militarily defined either of the two. Taking th~ late 

eighteenth century as a very roughly defined starting point Orientalism 

can be discussed and analysed as the corporate institution for dealing 

with the Orient-dealing with it by making statements about it, 
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authorising views of it, describing it, by teaching it, settling it, ruling 

over it: in short Orientalism is a western style of dominating, 

restructuring, and having authority over the Orient. 207 So, without 

examining Orientalism as a discourse one can not fully understand the 

true meaning of Orientalism. Moreover, so authoritative a position did 

Orientalism have that no one writing, thinking or acting on the Orient 

could do so without taking account of the limitations on thought and 

action imposed by Orientalism. The west conceived the Orient that it was 

not a 'free subject of thought or action'.2°P> According to Said it is not to 

say that Orientalism unilaterally determines what can be said about the 

Orient, but that is the whole network of interests inevitably brought to 

bear on any occasion when the particular entity "the Orient" is in 

question. How this happens? European culture gained in strength and 

identity by settling itself off against the orient as a sort of surrogate and 

t:>ven underground self. From the beginning of the nineteen-century until 

the end of the Second World War France and Britain dominated the 

Orient and Orientalism and thereafter America dominated the Orient 

and approaches it as France and Britain once did. 

Orient is not an inner fact of nature. It is not merely there, just as 

the occident itself is not just there either. Therefore as much as the west 

itself, the Orient is an idea that has a history and a tradition of thought, 

imagery, and vocabulary that have given it reality and presence in and 

for the west. The two geographical entities thus support and to an extent 

reflect each other. Therefore, the relationship between Occident and 

Orient is a relationship of power, of domination of varying degrees of 

complex hegemony. Orientalism, therefore, is pot an airy European 

fantasy about the Orient but a created body of theory and practice in 

which, for many generations there has been. a considerable material 

investment. Continued investment made Orientalism, as a system of 

knowledge about the Orient.2°" Gramsci viewed the domination of the 

west from a different angle. He says, in any society, not totalitarian, 

then, certain cultural forms predominate over others, just as certain 

ideas are more influential than others; the form of this cultural 

leadership has been identified by him as hegemony,21o an indispensable 

concept for any understanding of cultural life in the industrial west. It is 

hegemony, or rather the result of cultural hegemony at work that gives 

Orientalism the durability and the strength. 
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The other feature of Oriental and Occidental relations was that 

Europe was always in a position of strength, not to say domination. True 

the relationship of strong and weak could be disguised or mitigated. But 

the essential relationship, on political, cultural and even religious 

grounds was seen in the west, to be one between a strong and weak 

partner. Many terms were used to express the relation. The Oriental is 

irrational, depraved, childlike, 'different' thus the European is rational, 

virtuous, mature, 'normal'. 21 1 The language used to Oriental women is 

as such: she never spoke of herself, she is under veil, and she never 

represented her emotions, presence or history. He spoke for and 

represented her. He was foreign, comparatively wealthy, male, and these 

were historical facts of domination.212 What gave the Orientals world its 

intelligibility and identity was not the result of his own efforts but rather 

the whole complex series of knowledgeable manipulations by which the 

Orient was identified by the west.213 

The Orient that appears m Orientalism 1s a system of 

representations framed by the whole set of forces that brought the 

Orient into western learning, western consciousness, and later western 

Empire. Orientalism was itself a product of certain political forces and 

activities. Orientalism is a school of interpretation whose material 

happens to be the Orient, its civilizations, peoples and localities. 

Orientalism is not only a positive doctrine about the Orient that exists at 

any one time in the west; it is also an influential academic tradition 

(when one refers to an academic specialist who is called an Orientalist) 

as well as an area of concern defined by travelers, commercial 

enterprises, governments, military expeditions 'readers of novels and 

accounts of exotic adventure, natural historians, and pilgrims to whom 

the Orient is a specific kind of knowledge about specific places, peoples 

and civilizations. 214 Thus, Orientalism is a generic term, which has been 

used to describe the western approach to the Orient; Orientalism is the 

discipline by which the Orient was approached systematically, as a topic 

of learning, discovery, and practice.21s 

Orientalism depends for its strategy on the flexible positional 

superiority, which puts the westerners in a whole series of possible 

relationships with the Orient without ever losing him the relative upper 

hand. Under the general heading of knowledge of the Orient, and within 
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the umbrella of western hegemony over the Orient during the period 

from the end of the eighteenth century, there emerged a complex Orient 

suitable for study in the academy.2J6 

Orientalism is not a mere political subject matter or field that is 

reflected passively by culture, scholarship or institutions; nor is it a 

large and diffuse collection of taxes about the Orient; nor is it 

representative and expressive of some western imperialist plot to hold 

down the Oriental world. It is rather a distribution of geopolitical 

awareness into aesthetic, scholarly, economic, sociological, historical 

and philosophical texts. It is above all a discourse that is by no means in 

direct, corresponding relationship with political power in the raw, but 

rather is produced and exists in an uneven exchange with various kinds 

of power political (as with a colonial or imperial establishment) power 

intellectual (as with reigning sciences like comparative linguistics or 

anatomy or any of the modern policy sciences), power cultural (as with 

orthodoxies and canon of taste, texts, values), power moral (as with 

ideas about what "we" do and what "they" cannot do or understand as 

we do). Indeed Orientalism is- and does not simply represent- a 

considerable dimension of modern political-intellectual culture.21 7 

Orientalism is a kind of intellectual authority over the Orient within 

western culture. This authority must in large part be the subject of any 

description of Orientalism. Orientalism stands forth and away from the 

Orient: that Orientalism makes sense at all depends more on the west 

than on the Orient and this sense is directly indebted to various western 

techniques of representation that make the Orient visible, clear "there" 

in discourse about it. 218 Thus the history of Orientalism has both an 

internal consistency and highly articulated set of relationship to the 

dominant culture surrounding it. 

Urientalism offers a marvelous instance of the interrelations 

between society, history and textuality. Moreover, the cultural role 

played by the Orient in the west connects Orientalism with ideology, 

politics, and the logic of power matters of relevance. There has been a 

reinforcement of the stereotypes by which the Orient is viewed. So far as 

the Orient is concerned, standardization and cultural stereotyping have 

intensified the hold of the nineteenth-century academic and imaginative 

demonology of the "mysterious" Orient.219 
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Orientals were conceived by the west as backward, degenerate, 

uncivilized and retarded. The Orientals were viewed in a framework 

constructed out of biological determination and moral-political 

admonishment. The Orient was linked thus to elements in western 

society as delinquents, the insane, women, the poor having in common 

an identity best described as lamentably alien. Orientals were rarely 

seen or looked at; they were seen and analyzed not as citizens or even 

people, but problems to be solved. The Oriental male was considered in 

isolation from the total community in which he lived and which many 

Orientalists have viewed with something resembling contempt and fear. 

Orientalism itself furthermore was an exclusively male province- male 

dominated. Women were usually the creatures of male power fantasy. 

They express unlimited sensuality .220 The west conceived the view that 

the non-European peoples are culturally incapable of acquiring the 

values of Enlightenment.22l 

Many terms were used to prove the superiority of the west in the 

political and cultural area. There are westerners, and there are 

Orientals. The former dominate and the later must be dominated, which 

usually means having their land occupied, their internal affairs rigidly 

controlled, their blood and treasure put at the disposal of one or another 

western power.222 The west subscribes to the view that the Occidentals 

are superior to Orientals in all respects. European identity was 

considered as superior one in comparison to all the non-European 

peoples and cultures. 223 The Orientals were considered as 'subject 

races'. 'Subject races' did not have it in them to know what was good for 

them because of being Orientals. The Orientals' were almost the same 

everywhere. 224 Sir Alfred Lyall once said, "Accuracy is abhorrent to the 
' 

Oriental mind. Every Anglo-Indian should always remember that maxim" 

Want of accuracy, which easily degenerate into untruthfulness, is in fact 

the main characteristics of the Oriental mind. 

"The European is a close reasoner; his statements of fact are 

devoid of any ambiguity. He is natural logician, albeit he may 

not have studied logic, he is by nature sceptical and requires 

proof before he can accept the truth of any proposition; his 

trained intelligence works like a piece of mechanism. The 

mind of the Oriental, on the other hand, like picturesque 
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streets, is eminently wanting in symmetry. His reasoning is 

of the most slipshod description. They are often incapable of 

drawing the most obvious conclusions from any simple 

premises of which they may admit the truth. His explanation 

will generally be lengthy and wanting in lucidity. He will 

probably contradict himself half-a-dozen times before he has 

finished his story. He will often breakdown under the mildest 

process of cross examination".22S 

Orientals were further underestimated. The west viewed that the 

Orientals cannot walk on either a road or a pavement. But the clever 

Europeans are able to do all these. Orientals are inveterate liars, they 

are "lethargic and suspecious" .226 Cromer further says to identify the 

Europeans as superior. "The Orientals generally acts, speaks, and thinks 

in a manner exactly opposite to the Europeans".227 The British viewed the 

behavior of the Orientals as unnatural. 228 The two experts of western 

ideas namely Cromer and Balfour underestimated the Oriental 

knowledge as orthodox everywhere in their writing and public policy.229 

The west viewed that a certain freedom of intercourse was always 

westerner's privilege, because his was the stranger and unified culture, 

he could penetrate, he could wrestle with, he could give shape and 

meanmg to the Great Asiatic mystery.230 Orientalism was ultimately a 

political VISIOn of reality whose structure prompted the difference 

between the familiar (Europe, the west, 'us') and the strange (the Orient, 

the east, 'them'). This vision of the west naturally conceived the idea of 

two worlds. Orientals lived in their world and 'We' lived in ours.231 The 

Orientals were conceived by the west as "Subject Races", and their 

government as "The Government of Subject Races"232 The oriental 

becomes, a subject race, an example of an 'Oriental' mentality all for the 

enhancement of "authority" at home. Local interest is Orientalist, 

special interest the "colonial authority"233 is the general interest of the 

imperial society as a whole. Two different terms were used by the West 

to divide the mankind into 'us' (Westerners) and 'they' (Orientals) .234 

When one uses categories like Oriental and Occidental as both the 

starting and the end points of analysis, research, public policy, the 

result is usually to polarise the distinction-the Oriental becomes more 

Oriental, the westerner more Westerner-and limit the human encounter 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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between different cultures, traditions and societies. In short, from the 

earliest modern history to the present, Orientalism as a form of thought 

for dealing with the foreign has typically shown the altogether 

regrettable tendency of any knowledge based on such hard-and-fast 

distinctions as "East" and the "West": to channel thought into a West or 

an East compartment.235 

The west further viewed that the Oriental culture is not a unified 

culture. It consisted of fragmented elements in it. Therefore, it is devoid 

of cohesiveness but fragmented in nature. The Orient was almost total 

absence, and ignorant of western civilized culture. The Orient is the 

weak partner of the west. Orientalist was to confirm his "low position"236 

in the eye of the west. 

The main cultural claim of the British during the colonial period 

was that India was internally so fragmented, so heterogeneous, such a 

mosaic of languages and ethnicities, that it needed a centralising 

language to sustain its national unity-the 'nation' in this conception was 

conterminous with exigencies of administration and, indeed, with the 

state itself. The British claimed that English language was the unifying 

force in lndia. 237 Ahmed's argument is that because of English language 

and colonial rule a set of professionals petty bourgeoisie had been 

emerged as a distinct social entity in the post-colonial era.238 He further 

argues that "there developed in all the cosmopolitan cities, an English

based intelligentsia for whom only the literary document produced in 

English is a national document; all else is regional, hence minor and 

forgettable, so that English emerges in the imagination not as one of the 

Indian languages but as the language of the rt:itional integration and 

bourgeois civility". 239 India, according to him, during the Colonial period 
' 

had numerically by far the largest professional petty bourgeoisie, fully 

consolidated as a distinct social entity and sophisticated enough in its 

claim to E=nglish culture for it to aspire to have its own writers, 

publishing houses and full-fledged home market for English books.240 

He further argued that this was true in the case of Indian National 

Congress, the Muslim League or the Communist Party. Jawaharlal 

Nehru could speak Urdu and Hindi well but wrote only in English; 

Jinnah could not function much beyond English. "The national 

intelligentsia is now rooted much more decisively in English than in any 
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of the indigenous languages".241 He says that the claim of English to be 

unifying force in India has not been diminished but enlarged in the post

colonial period.242 " .... Most of the anti-imperialist writers would agree 

with Marx. They all, without exceptions accept that the English 

introduced some structural changes and nearly all of them welcome 

these changes .... Their criticism was never merely or even mainly that 

the traditional social order was disintegrated by British rule but that the 

structuring and the construction of the new was delayed, frustrated and 

obstructed. From R.C. Dutt, Dadabhai Naroji and Ranade down to 

Jawaharlal Nehru and R.P. Dutt, the anti-imperialist writers have 

not...really condemned the destruction of the pre-British economic 

structure, except nostalgically and out of the sort of sympathy that any 

decent man could have, that for example, Marx showed for the 'poor 

Hindus' loss of the old world" .2~3 

Ahmed argued that English was the chief cultural and 

communicational instrument for the centralisation of the bourgeois state 

in the colonial period, the continued use of this instrument in the 

dominant system of administration, education and communication was, 

among other things, an index of the profound-almost genetic-cultural 

link between the colonial and post-colonial phases of the bourgeois 

state. The fact that "English has proliferated, instead of declining in this 

later phase indicates greater elaboration and deeper penetration of the 

state into all aspects of civil society, through administration, profession, 

commerce, schooling, mediology; the state is the chief employer, the 

principal educator, the largest property-owner, the governor of electronic 

media. The literary pre-eminence of English is a 'reflection of this larger, 

overlapping grid" .244 

The west viewed that their empire was undivided. Orientals were 

devoid of nationalism and it was a gift of the west to the Orientals. 

According to western thought, the British Empire well equipped with the 

characteristics such as nationalism and capitalism was not going to be 

given up. They conceived the view that their presence in the eastern 

colonies would prolong because of western scientific thought.24S But 

Marx viewed from a different angle. "England, it is true, in causing a 

social rcvolution in Hindustan, was actuated only by the vilest interests, 

and was stupid in her manner of enforcing them. But that is not in 
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question. The question is, can mankind fulfil its destiny without a 

fundamental revolution in the social state of Asia? If not, whatever may 

have been the crimes of England she was the unconscious tool of history 

in bringing about the revolution".246 So, the Marxist refused to accept 

the western view of ideological gift of the nineteenth century British 

capitali:;m and nationalism to the Orientals and argues for a 

revolutionary transformation of society to achieve true nationalism and 

capitalism. 24 7 On the other hand, the west subscribe to the view that 

'Nationalism is a doctrine invented in Europe'. 24B It is totally alien to the 

non-European world: 'it is neither something indigenous to these areas 

nor an irresistible tendency of the human spirit everywhere, but rather 

an importation from Europe clearly branded with the mark of its 

origin.24 9 For the non-European world, in fact, nationalist thought does 

not constitute an autonomous discourse. The culture and more 

specifically language is particularly European invention, which has been 

subsequently taken up by the East.2so Each element of nationalism such 

as resentment and impatience, the depravity of the rich and the virtue of 

the poor, salvation through violence the coming reign of universal love 

etc. are exported from Europe.2s1 

Superior attitude of colonisers in their relations with the colonised 

was considered to be an academic justification to administer the 

colonies. Some of the western practices such as difference of race, 

culture, history as elaborated by stereotypical knowledge, political and 

cultural ideologies were considered by the west as appropriate tools to 

justify to administer the colonies.2s2 Lord Curzon always spoke the 

imperial lingua franca and the delineated the relationship between 
' 

Britain and the Orient in terms of possession, in terms of large 

geographical space wholly owned by an efficient colonial master. He said 
- ' 

that thl' l~mpire was nut an "object of ambition"'2S3 but first and foremost 

a great historical and political and sociological fact. "We train here and 

send to you your governors and administrators and judges, your teachers 

and preachers and lawyers". 254 This was a pedagogical view of the 

Empire for Curzon. He further tried to justify the dominating attitude of 

the coloniser and says: 

"I sometimes like to picture to myself this great Imperial fabric as a 

huge structure like some Tennysonian "Palace of Arts"2ss of which 
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the foundations are in this country, where they have been laid and 

must be maintained by British hands, but of which the colonies are 

the pillars and high above all floats the vastness of an Asiatic 

dome". 

Curzon once said, "The East is a university in which the scholar 

never takes his degree".256 This was another way of saying that the East 

required one's presence there more or less forever. Thus the British 

conceived innumerable arguments to prove their academic justification 

to administer the colonies. Different terms were used. The Occidentals 

are su,,enor to Orientals. Orientals are backward, degenerate, 

uncivilized, savage, retarded, male dominated, incapable of acquiring 

values of enlightenment, irrational, illogical, sceptic, inveterate liars, 

lethargic, suspicious, unnatural, orthodox, uncultured etc. All these 

terms were used by the coloniser to prolong their administration in the 

colonies. According to the west, Orientals were needed to be trained. 

The coloniser sought to penetrate the culture of the colonised with 

a view to achieving cultural homogeneity. Their attempt at all level was 

to penetrate the cultural sphere of the east so as to induce Western 

culture among the Orientals. Western culture was conceived superior. 

Therefore, the Oriental was to be brought at the level of the west. The 

colonisn conceived that the culture of the Oriental is fragmented, 

contradictory to each other. They viewed non-western culture as 

irrational and false when judged in terms of western 'criteria of the 

rationality or truth'.257 In view of the western assumption of superior 

nature of their culture the coloniser penetrated in the cultural arena of 

the east. 

In India the imaginary origin of the construction of colonised 

society can be traced back to Macaulay''s "Minutes on English 

Education" of 1835, which defined the "Subject Constituting" project258 

of Colonialism as the production of secondariness: westernised subjects, 

a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour but English in taste, in 

opinions. in morals and intellect. Frantz Fanon comments, "For the black 

man there is only one destiny-And it is White".259 Unfortunately, the 

access to such a destiny was racially barred while remaining the only 

imaginative possibility for the westernised black male could not but be 

productive of profound pathologies. More or less in a similar way Diana 
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Fuss comments, 'the black man under colonial rule finds himself 

relegated to a position other than the other .... Black may be a protean 

imnginnry other for White, but for itself it is stationary object; objecthood, 

substituting for true alterity, blocks the migration through the other 

necessary for subjectivity to take place". 260 

With the cultural penetration in the realm of the Orient, the west 

began to construct a society ready to absorb the rationality, morality and 

the logical view of the coloniser at any situation. This class has been 

termed as mimic-Indian in blood and colour but English in taste. Frantz 

Fanon sees the command to mimic as subjective death sentence, 

whereas Bhabha sees the mimic as the colonial stereotype. He theorizes 

colonial mimicry as the representation of the partial presence that 

disrupts the Coloniser's narcissistic aspirations and subjects 

Englishness to profound strain, whereby, "the familiar transported to 

distant parts, becomes uncannily transformed, the imitation subverts the 

identity of that which is being represented, and the relation of power if not 

all together reversed certainly begins to vacillate".26J The ambivalence 

that undergrids the procedure of colonial m1m1cry produces 

simultaneous and incommensurable effects, destabilizing English and 

Indian identities as part of the same operation. This insight has proved 

enormously useful for scholars of colonial discourse and indeed has 

found significant purchase among a large number of feminists. 

Even the post-colonial scholar whose work is ostensibly remote 

from debates on identity politics have been engaged with the problematic 

that for want of better term-one might call philosophical or epistemic 

sccondur!llcss. Many of lhe debates about these issues have cohered not 

so much around individual subjects or identities as around the question 
' 

of nation, but in terms that resonate quite powerfully with debates on 

identity formation, whether in the metropolis or elsewhere. Specially, the 

debates on nation formation have focused on the nation's failure to 

"come into its own" in decolonisation. The "failure" of the nation that 

Ranajit Guha262 had identified, as key to an understanding of Indian 

post-coloniality is thus the effect of an aporia, transfixed as the nation 

in between an insufficient originality and insufficient imitativeness. 

The question of originality and its other has thus been an 

irreducible if sometimes camouflaged component of our models of 
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colonial and. post-colonial elite identity formation as well as nation 

formation. Parama Roy in her "Indian Traffic"263 attempts to foreground. 

it as such: The model of identity formation and the formation of 

proffered by the trope of the mimic man has been, it should be noted, 

subject to some friendly criticism. Feminists, while sympathetic to 

theorisations of colonial m1m1cry, have pointed to the gendered 

provenance of this figure and have noted Bhabha's silence about crucial 

feminist theorisations of mimicry. Benita Parry criticizes that Bhabha 

deploys to stage the tropes of 'mimicry' 'sly civility' and 'hybridity' what 

he identifies as the ambivalence of colonial discourse are all derived from 

the colonial production of an educated class of natives. But the colonial 

mimicry and identification also allow the question of sexuality, gender, 

religion and class. 264 

The effects of colonial mimicry are all too often read off exultingly 

as menacing, without sufficient attention to the double and 

contradictory charge of the operation, despite Bhabha's careful 

delineation of the dual charge of the operation, too many critics have 

been willing to read mimicry as another name for subversion. Without 

disregarding the uncovenanted and unsettling affects that are a by

product of mimicry. We should do well to remind ourselves at the same 

time of the enormous profitability to the colonial enterprise of the mimic 

man; mimicry can be harnessed to retrogressive ends and produce 

retrogressive consummations m addition to progressive ones. 

Professions of hybridity and liminality-which are sometimes claimed as 

the badge of disenfranchised and oppositional groups-can be marshelled 

quite easily and persuasively for the self-aggrandizing cause of 

Colonialism. 265 

With the cultural penetration of the coloniser and the forces of 

unmitigated westernisation a new 'mimic' culture emerges in the 

colonies subverting its originality. The mimic tries to assume a new 

cultural identity. In such a situation there are probabilities of cultural 

confrontation. The cultural identity of the mimic in such a state would 

be nothing more than cultural hybridity. A problem of cultural confusion 

originates and inter-conflicts between the traditional culture and mimic 

culture takes a new dimension. 
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IV 

An examination of the Sikkim situation from the proposed 
perspective of the post-colonial discourse 

Sikkim situation is not similar to the incidents of classical 

Colonialism. In a classic colony there are certain features. One of the 

important features is that the coloniser subordinates the colony 

completely as per the needs and requirements of the metropolis or the 

imperial power. In such a situation colony's agriculture, plantation, 

mining and factory production is wholly owned by the imperialist power. 

Colony's political, economic, administrative, social and cultural 

developments are determined as per the needs and interest of the 

coloniser. 266 The colonial state is an important part of the whole colonial 

structure. Colony is exploited politically, economically, socially and 

culturally. The colonised upper class does not share the ruling power 

with the coloniser. It is because of coloniser's control, the metropolitan 

ruling class is able to control, subordinate and exploit the colonial 

society politically, economically, socially and culturally .267 With the 

needs and requirements of the imperial power the forms and the nature 

of exploitation takes its own shape.268 

Another important aspect of classical Colonialism is the cultural 

transformation. In the process of cultural transformation the coloniser 

tries to create an overall climate of change and development to generate 

a culture of loyalty in the colonies. The culture of the colonised is 

considered unequal to the culture of the imperial power.269 Thus in the 

name of 'civilizing mission'27 0 the superior culture of the coloniser 

transforms the indigenous culture. In a classic' colony, the indigenous 

exploiting classes does not wield state power whereas in a semi-colonial 
' 

situation the exploiting class wield state power, sometimes as senior 

partners to the colonial powers.271 India is considered as classic colony 

and Sikkim can be considered as semi-colony. In a classic colony, the 

colonised opposes the coloniser whereas in a 'semi-colony'272 the primary 

struggle is against the feudal share power with the coloniser. 

The nature of colonial domination and its exploitation in Sikkim 

appears to be unidentical compared to other situation. Sikkim was not 

subordinated by the British completely. It was a semi-independent 

situation during the British administrative control. Colonialism entered 
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into Sikkim in a new garb where the ruler being weak, it could have been 

operated without thwarting them. So, the structure of Colonialism has 

had a new manifestation. Colonial interest in Sikkim was more economic 

and cultural than political. For the realisation of these objectives the 

British administrative supervision was considered desirable. 273 Pro

British elite were constructed and through these elite colonial interests 

were materialised. The existence of the ruler was felt necessary to 

achieve British interest in the state.274 Therefore, the ruler was made 

weak and the constructed elite were forced to work for the coloniser to 

realise their objectives. Considering the fact that the British 

administration could have used Sikkim for its safe route for the Tibetan 

trade-the resistance from the local elites was sought to be eliminated in 

all possible ways. Sikkim's agriculture, industry, plantation and mining 

were not wholly subordinated. The ruler was placed on the throne with 

nominal responsibilities and administrative reforms were undertaken 

with the help of the local elite. The ruler was reduced to the position of a 

puppet king. Colonial supervisory authority was considered desirable 

and the political officer acted as the de-facto ruler of the state. Thus, 

Sikkim situation was considered as another arena for Orientalist 

construction and representation. 

Sikkim situation during the colonial period was such that the 

forces of cultural penetration had been conducted by the colonial 

administration in a very intelligent way. The British political officer 

under the influence of colonial requirement and for practical purposes 

appeared to be initiating the process of westernisation, and the forces 

released by the political officers slowly gathered momentum. In other 

colonial situation the British happened to be the real rulers and the 

process of westernisation took place with political authority whereas in 

case of Sikkim they were not the rulers. The Political Officer as a chief of 

the British administration acted as administrative 'advisor' of the 

ruler. 275 Secondly, the construction of a pro-British elite and hierarchy of 

feudal lords appeared to be a devious technique different from other 

colonial situations. Probably this was done in view of the geographical, 

strategic, ethnic and religious position of the state. Thus, Sikkim 

situation was not identical to the incidents of classical Colonialism. 

British interest in Sikkim during colonial period appears to be 
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more cultural than political subjugation. One of the motives of the 

British to materialise cultural transformation was the creation of group 

of elite. The existing traditional set of elite had been replaced by the 

constitution of a new council and the council was moulded in the British 

line. British motive to send Political Officer for the administrative 

reforms was more cultural than political. With the help of the newly 

constituted council the Political Officer introduced a number of reforms 

and materialised the mission of cultural transformation. 

With an avowed objective of cultural transformation, the Political 

Officer involved himself in the reformative venture. British education 

played an important role in the process of construction of subjects. The 

origin of colonial construction of subjects in Sikkim can be traced back 

to the opening of schools in 1906. 27 6 The British viewed that "the natives 

must either be kept down by a sense of our power, or they must willingly 

submit from a conviction that we are more wise, more just, more humane, 

and more anxious to improve their condition than any other rulers they 

could possibly have".277 

Immediately after the establishment of Political Office in Sikkim in 

1889, the colonial cultural penetration started to sow its seeds. The 

Political Officer began to act as champion of administrative reforms. The 

Political Officer created such a situation under which the elite were to be 

educated in the western system of education. The Political Officer 

decided to educate the successor designate Kumar Sidkeong Namgyal in 

the English system of education. Along with the Kumar the Political 

Officer also decided to prepare a set of persons belonging to the upper 

class feudal who could represent British interest in the state. He further . ' 
desired that the sons of Kazis and Lamas of Sikkim be educated under 

British system of education. He felt that if the, sons of Kazis and Lamas 

could be educated in the British system they could be fully influenced by 

the European :system and they would easily be motivated in the 

reformative process. In view of these ideas these young feudal lords were 

sent to Darjeeling for education. Some of them were also sent to England 

for higher education. During their stay in England the feudal youth 

associated themselves with the European culture. With their return they 

brought the liberal ideas of the west. This group who had been educated 

under British education endeavored to segregate themselves from the 

traditional culture. Thus a mimic culture had set in. The newly 
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constructed society has been branded as "a class of persons, Indian in 

blood and colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in morals and 

intellect". Frantz Franon says, "For the Black man there is only one 

destiny. And it is White".ss27B Diana Fuss suggests that "the Black man 

under colonial rules finds himself relegated to a position other than 

other .... Black may be a protean imaginary other for White, but for itself 

it is a stationary "object", objecthood, substituting for true alterity, 

blocks the migration through the other necessary for subjectivity to take 

place".279 The political officer gave much effort to detibetanise the 

existing structure by initiating a number of reformative measures. Under 

these measures Sikkim was converted into a proto-type British Colony. 

The British construction culminated to the 'Other' and 'We' as binary 

opposite to each other. This is the way how British cultural penetration 

took place in Sikkim. 

The consequences of the colonial cultural overtures in Sikkim had 

many facets in the form of a mimic society apparently rational, western 

in outlook and been foisted on a traditional society. Sikkim was 

conceptually treated as a British colony for they tried to transform it into 

a proto-type British colony. Wilful construction of the British created a 

society in Sikkim with 'Black skin White mask', everyday to imitate all 

British, better termed as mimic society. This society was instrumental to 

execute British interest in the state. 

The coloniser had their special interest in Sikkim. To achieve their 

goal they created a class of elites in view of the difficulties faced while 

dealing with the royal couple. Therefore, it was the necessity, as 

conceived by the British, to create pro-British ~lite namely Kazis and 

rural Thikadar·s in the process of cultural transformation. A very 

interesting cultural dynamics had been released by the Political Officers 

through their purported reforms in eliciting positive response from the 

emerging elities of the Sikkimese society. 
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