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Front Page of ‘COOCHBEHAR PATRIKA’ of 15th August 1941.
Source : Cooch Behar State Library, Cooch Behar.
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A cover page of BARENDRA' published from Jalpaiguri, edited by Jyotish Chandra Sanyal, 1925.
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Cover page of the centenary souvenir of Arya Natya éarﬁaj. Jalpaiguri.
Source : Sri Kamaksha Prasad Chakraborty, vice president, Arya Natya Samaj.
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mmoranda ef i illmen’s
Associaiion
25.10.1930

The Eighi Honorable SirSamuel Hoziw 70, CE2E CMG.

Secretary of Slate of India, London, '

The humile Memonal of the Gurkher ' and domiciled in Brit-t.
. india.
. Most Respectiully Sheweth -

1. That the Gurkhas docmiciled in Sotish India consisting of Miiitar,
pensoness, Government Servants, Traders, Fammers, and Plantatior
Labourers are aboul 3 million, most of whom are setteld at Darjeeling
(in Bengal), Shitlong {in Assam) Detira-Oun (in United Provinces) and
in Burma andthe rest are scattered 2l over British india.

2. Thz the Gurkhas although in minonty in the Provinces of British
incha are nol a negligible elemz-1 and in view of their services (&

Gevemmentin Military, Civil and cther departments of Governmen!
‘ ihey (Gurkhas) have played no mean partinthe preservahon cf the
darily of the British Empire.

3. Thv Gurkhas although domicilec in British-india stlll cherish the
cus-oms an traddions of their ancesiors and are quite a distinctive socia
L. ang ae jualously fezonvang up till now theirwon social schidaniy

incpite of the fact that they are in such a minonty in Britistelndia.

4. That with the advent of the new constitution which is being framed
the Gurkhas are apprehensive (hat their claims may be ignored and
that eventually they may have ta be merged with the rest of Indiz, for
causes beyond their controf,

T+t o farthe Guikhas have besn abiz to evolve ontheir own lines &

oo zzuon under the protedtion < e Oaiish Gevemment but un 223

o b —

(W3]

scrnz special reservations are made for the Gurkhas in the new |
censtieton twould be extremr ¥ c'r*f icult for thern to preserve ther l
a3 solidanity with the conses . ont loss {0 the British Governmer: :

.‘ ; M;etheGurkhas are forcef"" ::;-*urrstarfces beyond their ciint 2! [
o242 3 COMMON cause with 12 indhian the British will undoubieC, '
ic..= 2ne of their best supporter: and comrades in am. :
8. Thatts with a view 1o avoid wan!ingnecy scmething must 2e |
s f2r the preservation of!ht ot solidarity of Gurkhas uncarine : |

. i

Memoranda of Hillmen's Association. :
Dated : 25.10.1930 |

Source : S. Moktan, North Point, Darjeeling. A
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D QURIE ELB A CLMPE NI OF DOGAMENTS

~Letter of Subhac Chandrs Raca

o s et b

to Damber Sinch Gurune

1938

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE
Swaraj Bhawan, Allshabad

38-2Elgin Rozd,
Calcutia, 8th August, 1522
Dear Mr. Gurung,

iwasverygladtohave a discussion with you regarding the grievances
of the H:t1 neople of the Dist. of Darjeefing. The grievances as jotted dovn
by you are justthe legitimate, and | think it is the duty ofthe Government
to remedy them. So far as the Congress Party is concemed, | can assure
youthat we will do our very best 16 remove these grievances as early as
possible. As you are aware that the Congress Party represents the opinion
of tt_ue masses. it is therefore, our duty to serve the masses and to redress
their just and legitimate grievances. Most of the grievances you have
menticned are common 10 the masses in the rest of Bengal. It is our firm
belief that not only should these grievances be redressed, but we
should also give special attention to the Hillmen in the District of
Darjeeling, who form a small minority in the province and who
have been suffering from various disabilities and not only will it
undertake that work as speedily as possible but it will also see that
a special Committee is appointed to investigate the special
Problems of the Hillmen and report as to how these problem should
be soived, In the light of the above remarks, | hope you will have no

difficutty in appreciating the attitude of the Congress towards the special

problems and grievances of the Hill men in your District.

Yaurs sincerely,

—_—— ———

[1&4]

Letter of Subhas Chandra Bose to Dambar Singh Gurung, 1938.

Source : St. Josephs College, Darjeeling
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Mr. Chairman;
Sir, inthe list of the names of the Advisory Commitice proposed ©»

M K.M. Munshi, { do not find any name of a Gurkharepresentative here. ldo
ot want to referto the temms of clause 20 of the Cabinet Mission's Statement
of .Aay 16, bt | must pointedty draw the attention of ihe House to the Resolution
an objective moved by Pandit Jawahadal Nehru and passed by this Houcp
few days ago. Paragraph € of thal Resoluticn says -

“Where adequate safequards shall be provided for minorities,
Backward and Tnbal Areas and Depressed and other Backward
Classes. -

o 7. ltis the function of the Adv:sory Committee to give advice o ihe
COnbmue_nl Assembly as to the manner in which the safeguards for the
minorities, backward and {ribal peoples are {0 be provided. Presumably,
the Advisory Committee, there must be representatives of all these classes
of people. Now, Sir, if there is no Gurkha on the Advisory Committee,
who will speak for them and how will their interests and rights to
be safequarded? Itis afact that the Gurkhas form a distinct minonty
group and no one can deny the fact that they are the most backward
people in India, if Gurkhas as much are not represented, they are
yet to be represented here as people living in the Excluded Areas
and Partially Excluded Areas, because, Darjeeling District, where

there are more than 3 lakhs of Gurkhas, is partially excluded area
and even as tribals, because, the

Gurkhas have been classed as tribal in the Census Report of 1941

in Bengal. if the Gorkhas are not represented in the only body that has

been provided for devising means fo safeguard in the interests of oppressed
and backward people. {, as a Gurkha, do not see any advantage in my
being a member of the Constituent Assembly. The other day President

Kripalani told me that the Gurkhas would fight with their swords. |

" quite agree, The Gurkhas fought with their swords for the rulers of

" india, but now the Gurkhas have decided to fight for the freedom of
“India and will fight for free India, but at the same time | must appeal
the House that their case also must be considered, as they are very

" backward educationally and econornically and as the Advisoty

* Committee is the only Committee where all these things can be brought UP

and discussed. [ appeal to the House to consxder this point. St
{Vol. I Page : 341«

—_—_..--'_-'5

LR . P L
'

e st

e ——— i ———
———

utfﬂ
Sri Dambar Singh Gurun
g in constituent Assembly Debates, 19
Source : S. Moktan, North Point, Darjeeling. %
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1 This memorandum stmmarnises the demands made al different times
during the last 45 years, firstly by lacal organisations of the Hi people

including the Hilimen's Association of which the

Lepchas and the

Eihutias were frthusiastic senpanems. and. in recem yeass by the

Al India Gorktn League,

HISTORY OF THE DEMANDS

< (a) Aslongagoas 1_90? before the Marley-Minia Reforms, the then
fe adersv ofthe Hilt peopte of Darjeefing submitted a memarial to
the British Government demanding 3 separate administrative set-

up farthe Dimr_ict‘pf Darjeefing.

(B) In 1917 a4 deputstion 6f Hiilmen

of the district waited on

Mr. Moniague, the then Secretary of State for fndia, and Lord
Clw:rns!o;d, the then Viceroy, and pressedthe demand that "in

wider Nonh Eastern Frontier Province to include, in addition to

" and tha Hilt territories which e
Tieral
aneehvg was strongly emphasised by
P :},r_:-, T the soop of pracucal politics and urged

{3 This demand was rejlerated

visited India in 1929,

whnen the Simon Commission

fo the

AN WS pen Gl e atfinuty with the g pecple ot
the depuixion as pot

for jis

"Memorandum

.

"IIII—llI—-l_.-—t._.._..—.t—tc_ll

{

—II_I._.I-II_IQ_II-II_.I“

T w3 TR

AN Ny Beford the GO6W. o1 Indiz ALt of 1935 was PRastd."an 6 e

AUguEL] 1934,
submitted under the signature of Lale
Ladenia, s President, a memarnial tc =n Samucl Hos

the Hillmens® Assaciation ot Darj&éling -
Sardar Bathadur S.W,
2 ihe then

T 'Secretary of State for india demarding...” that the Dislrict of

" " Datjeeling should be totally oxeluded from Bengal and an
Independent administrative unit created with an administrator at
e head of the "srea, assisted by the executive in Council ¢
Memorials making a dermand of the same nature wers
subemilted at that tie and Ister on too by Rai Sahet Han Prasad .

' " Pradhan on behalf of \he peopile of the District ofDarjeeling. " Do

{€) During the years ofthe Second Great War when Mr, G.R. Casey
was the Govemor of Bengal, a Memarial was'ﬁubﬂj‘!‘!ted through
the Govemor of Bengal and the Viceroy of ndia to Torg Petrick
Lavwrence, the then Secretary of State fur india, by S R.N. Sinha,
the then President of the Hillrmen's Association, and other
prominent members ol different communitios in which they urmed
the Govermment to exclude Drianyeszling o the Frovisies of Beringal
and lo create It as a separate administrative unit under a Chief
Commissioner,

@ TheAllindia Gorkha League which was omanized in 1943 ook
what it cansidered 10 be a mare sltalesman-iike view and
demanded that the Qistnict of Darjeeiing together with the Dooars
section of Jalpaiguri be included in the pravince of Assam. This

. demand was made through Memorials submitled to Pandit
Jawaharial Nehru, Sardar B. Palel, the Conagress High
Command, the Cabinet Mission and the Constituent Assembiy
through the Sub-Cornmiltee. Excluded and Panially Excluded
Areas,

) 0 a Memorandum submitted at Gangtok o Hon'ble Dr. BV,
Keskar, Deputy Foreign Mirnister, the ALl [ndia Gorkha League
suggested, as an alternative to their demand for the
ibctusion of Darjeeling and Vaoars i As s, the creastion
Of 4 separate province tamprising of the district of
Darjeeling. and Jaipaiguri and the States of Sikkim and
Cooch Behar, which would form s viable ynit withid Yhe.
tndian Union. w0

of Al India Gorkha League, Dated : 29.04.1952.
' DARJEELING COMPENDIUM OF DOCUMENTS, Preserved in the St. Josephs college, Darjeeling.
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A rare copy of the front page of ‘GOURDOOT"; A National Bengali weekly newspsper of
1st May, 1947 collected from Sri Asim Sarkar, Deptt of Histiry, Malda College.
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A lieflet containing the list of dignitaries attended in the
‘UTTAR BANGA SAHITYA SAMMILAN’, 5th session, Gouhati.
Source : Dr. A.G. Ghosh, Jalpaiguri.
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North Bengal Literary Conference
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A copy of the schedule of North Bengal Literary Conference.

(UTTARBANGA SAHITYA SAMMELAN).
Source : Dr. A.G. Ghosh, Jalpaigurs.
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List of the distinguish persons interested with the Uttarbanga Sahitya Sammelan
and sent massages on the occassion of its first session in 1908.
Scurce - Dr. AG. Ghosh, Jalpaiguri.
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personality of Bengali literature in the Uttarbanga Sahitya Sammelan,

heid at Rajshahi in 1914,

Source : Proceedings of the Uttarbanga Sahitya Sammelan. 1914,
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Cover page of ‘SAHITYA PATRIKA' the mouth organ of ‘Rajshahi Association’, established - 187
Source : Rajshahi Association, Rajshahi, Bangiadesh.
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An arlicle pubished in DAINIK BASUMAT) on 9th March 1065 covering the food crisis in North Bengal.

Source : DAINIK BASUMATI Calcutta.
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Afiefiet announcing the news of a recen: Utiarbanga Sahitya Sammeian. organised by YUVATARANGA.

Coochbehar, 1995,
Source 5 Jaan De Tufangan) Conchiehar
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Anews of North Bengal Bandh, demanding a total development of this region.
DAINIK BASUMATI, 15th September, 1996.
Source : DAINIK BASUMATI, Calcutta.
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A news by

The Telegraph’ of 8th June, 1998, announcing North Bengal language bondh

Source : The Telegraph, Calcutta.

A

\

A p— A E—

--—'-—--—-r-—--—---.-.-——n.—---_-.—-o-_----u-----._-o--—-.-l'



’ll-.l_Il_II—'I_II_l.“'l_tl“.l—l._ll—l.-ll_.._ll—-I_-l_lQ—l‘_ll_.-—.-_ll—.I—ll_II—OI-.l_ll—ll”.l“‘.

| Beare sl o
LR de a, amﬂ:ﬁ,saﬁf? v”l‘ﬁ

M- ur® 0t vE 5T ) TS, W45 ¢ 0T o

7%= 1810 T @A

—r

feis agme, .

s ereafie sugn e el rfhnd v w0 v A
wiE mglinfer s s, #izia vAagReme e o R
FEAZ I wBn wrwadoR werd 38 oAl foxe e fufac
w7t ez 3R e erng we Rem . T e awafes
TEROWE S AT Y L naergy TN BT (el S 1 wasy
T 1% WIRE - Fesd 24 BT AR G QWHE R0 .p Taaey
s @ formics oz | (B mmﬁx g IS
74, O WA 157 = ¢ sepfer T @ w%@.ﬁn
B Fa 57T 7 fo @R G wet v wn

$3% ALY (BT wTwi R ol © v ey g

TR gherm <% foam Shifne eman “wuxs T e-
onfE TEc IR ER-pER, 4R A0 @5, (35 - AR
#fesis faedr, @ cxonf wdann o wiefss s %3
LN ¥ fw ox B o e Aogfen Ry fio e Ges
7w vo% ¢« «F suvfes o frage@fnge 3§ ¢ 7w T Q-

EETEE mmw” e !ﬂfw ey s

A lieflet announcing the news of a seminar on language and culture of North Bengal at Uttar Dimajpur

(FNG RO # 0 Qe o

Rorfelm Fien i yare w6 ey e T GEm
srmirf 7y R T et < e A e b
Rz &% w175+ 57 Wb 3, W& o un (5fel
T @ wees D wfend 2pa nwaE | o w5 1w
2wy W xR gy Sefafe e mgetfaer woe w1

wia} Bfge wKIFnes sRER
- .-

& 5 9rv =t

Source . Kamalesh Chandra Das, Balurghat College.
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