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Conclusion 

In all the above chapters there is an attempt to analyse various aspects of the 

zamindars of Rajshahi and the main attention has been given to record the origin 

emergence of the Zamindaris and side by side the role of the Zamindars in the 

contemporary socio-economic and political life during the colonial period. 

Fact remains that the Zamindars played an important role in the management 

of land revenue. They played a crucial role in this capacity during the precolonial 

period up to the time of the Nawab. Some of Zamindaris of Rajshahi district had 

been active before the formation of the Bengal Subah under Murshid Kuli Khan . 

We have shown in our study that the Zamindars of Dubalhati were the oldest one of 

the Zamindars of the district of Rajshahi and later on Zamindaris of Taherpur, Puthia 

and B?lihar came into existence in course of time. During the time of Nawab Murshid 

Kuli BChan as has been stated, the Zamindaris of Natore and Dighapatia enjoyed the 

blessings of the Nawab (i.e. Murshid Kuli Khan) and as the records show, one 

Raghunandan was the founder of Natore Raj and said to have served under Murshid 

Kuli Khan. Murshid Kuli Khan had offered Zamindaris to the brother of 

Raghunandan. It may be noted that Raghunandan's brother Ramjiban took the 

possession of the Zamindaris on behalf of Raghunandan. Apart from these, there 

were many other small Zamindaris in Rajshahi namely Chougram family, 

Karachmaria Zamindar family, the Bishi family of Zoari, Choudhury and Ray 

Bahadui laiiiiiy of Kashimpur, the Choudhury family of Natore, the Zamindar fami'y 

of Chamari and so on. 

A significant change in the Zamindari management can be found after the 

grant of the Dewani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in 1765 to the East India Company. 

They started the tenure of the period for one year, five years and ten years 

respectively. Because of the new rule of the company, the Zamindars faced various 
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difficulties. The company hiked up the revenue rate and made various strict 

regulations. At this stage many old Zamindars failed to pay their revenues and 

consequently their Zamindaris were subject to auction, like other famous Zamindars 

of Bengal. Like other Zamindars, as the situation prevailed, the Zamindars of Natore 

began to be insignificant and the Zamindars were grappled with many problems. 

The Company was also in confusion regarding the collection of revenue and so it 

wanted to introduce a new land settlement which got its shape in i 793, when Bengal 

experimented a new land settlement named as Permanent Settlement. Before this 

settlement the owners of the land were the farmers. The farmers lost the ownership 

of land because of this settlement and the Zamindars became the owners of the 

land. In the pre-Mughal period, even in the period of the Nawabs, the farmers were 

the owner of land. The Zamindars were only assigned the right as collectors of 

revenues from them. The Zamindars collected revenues in a fixed rate, kept their 

share and paid the rest to the government. Because of the starting of the Permanent 

Settlement in 1793, the farmers lost their ownership, thus the Zamindars became 

the owner of land on behalf of the company government. Farmers lost their interest 

for better production and the situation of Rajshahi was not different. 

The company had thought of two fold benefits from this settlement. They 

would not have to spend for the development of land and on the other hand they 

would get a set of obedient class to the British rule. This policy did not improve the 

fortune of the peasants rather intensified the hatred between the Zamindars and 

their tenants. In the case of Rajshahi it has been shown how this policy deteriorated 

the Zamindars tenant relation and in the long run became a cause of the fall of the 

Zamindars. Experiment failed because being owner of land, the Zamindars did not 

spend any initiative for the development of land. But the second motive of the 

company government had a meaning and brought favourable result for its future. 

The Zamindars of Bengal under the permanent settlement became the most obedient 

economic class to the British. 
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Because of the grant of Dewani and after the creation of the new Zamindars, 

the life of the cultivators became more miserable than ever. In fact after the battle 

of Plassey a political power of India was transferred to the British. After the Dewani, 

the company servants became involved in different type of share business. They 

earned a lot of money through illegal methods but the Zamindars of Bengal nay of 

Rajshahi became helpless witnesses of the situation. How this new economic policy 

affected the peasantry and their immediate bosses i.e. the zamindars has been 

elaborately discussed in the chapters VI and VII of the dissertation. 

But the situation did not pass so easily as may be expected. A significant 

phase started in the history of Rajshahi when unlike other Zamindars of Bengal 

some of them specially those of Natore and Puthia came forward to save the victims 

of their region. But on the question of some privileges like tacavi or advance loan 

during the ciisis period, under the company Government deprived the age-long 

privilege, whenever it is. of the zamindars who could not stand by the peasants in 

this crisis moment. 

It appears from the present study that the Zamindar not only oppressed the 

tenants but also had a role for the cause of the socio-economic development of the 

region. At first Zamindars of almost all families were not initially interested in 

education, but in course of time a good number of their sons and daughters became 

interested in the pursuit of knowledge. It should especially be mentioned here the 

name of Sir Jadunath Sarkar of village Karachmaria under Singra Police Station 

He was not only a great historian but also the Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta University 

afterwards. Praniathnath Bishi of Joari Bishi family was a famous writer In the 

chapter V of "Minor Zamindars" detailed History of Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 

Pramathnath Bishi and Krishnendra Ray has been highlighted. Raja Jagadindranath 

of Natore Raj family was a learned man. He wrote the preface of a number of 
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books. Besides, he was the editor of the magazines 'ManasV and 'MarmabanV 

published from Calcutta. Raja Krishnendra Ray of Balihar was a reputed writer. He 

composed many books, printed in his own press and distributed them among his 

tenants. Almost all the Rajkumars (sons of Rajas or zamindars) were given higher 

education. The name of Girish Chandra Lahiri of the Lahiri family of Kashimpur is 

similarly a renowned figure of this trend. All these aspects have been throughly 

discussed in the respective chapters of the present work. 

For the development of the economy of their Zamindaris, some of the 

Zamindars were very much concerned and they took much initiative in this respect. 

Thus for the development of silk industries of Rajshahi, different local Zamindars 

patronised Diamond Jubilee Industrial school in Rajshahi. Many learners, after . 

gaining knowledge from this school, played an important role in the development 

of silk industries. As a result Rajshahi became a centre of exporting silk. For 

agricultural education, Basanta Kumar Ray, the junior Raja of Dighapatia, 

established an Agricultural College in Rajshahi. 

With the effort of the Zamindari of Rajshahi, the "Rajshahi Public Library" 

was established. This issue has been analysed with an extra ordinary attention. It 

appears that Zamindars contributed a lot of money to establish this institution and 

their role has fairly been discussed with documents. To recognize the contribution 

of Girish Chandra Llahiri, the Zamindari of Kashimpur, the hall room of this library 

was named Girish Chandra Hall after his name (which was engraved on the wall of 

white marble). 

A great institution was established by the Rajas and Zamindari of Rajshahi 

together to preserve the culture of the country. The institution called Varendra 

Research Museum is a point under this' consideration'. We have noied il ic admirable 

contributions of the Raja Sarat Kumar of Dighapatia in this great venture. At the 
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time of establishing this museum, the local Zamindaris are also said have extended 

financial help. These sort of benevolent works have been asserted in the dissertation 

as it deserves. 

The Zamindars of Rajshahi were also concerned about the progress of the 

society. In this respect their contributions for the foundation and development of 

the organisation called Rajshaiii Association are worthy of mention. It has been 

stated how a group of Zamindars came forward to set up this organisation and 

patronised it at the best of their capability. 

The Zamindars had much contribution to the medical treatment of the common 

tenants. Zamindari with their own effort established charitable dispensaries within 

their Zamindaris (estates). In this respect we have tried to record the contributions 

of the Zamindars of Natore, Dighapalia, Puthia, Dubalhati, Balihar and so on. The 

pieseiit Sadar rlospital of Rajshahi was established with their effort and later on it 

became the Medical College Hospital of Rajshahi. This was. infect, a direct 

contribution of the Zamindar of Dighapatia. The contributions of all the Zamindar 

families of Rajshahi for the development of Water resources, roads and canals and 

even for the better foim of religions activities are remarkable. Most of the Zamindars 

took much care of these issues and did their best to materialize their plans according 

to the need of the time. The present dissertation has presented a thorough analysis 

of these items and efforts have been made to highlight these issues in the light of 

the available sources. The Zamindars and even their spouses (Ranis as they were 

called) not only spent huge money but also took much care about its maintenance. 

Had Rajas and Zamindars been a little more careful for the welfare of the 

subjects, the socio-economic condition of the country would have changed as could 

be expected. But the matter was not that as may be thought of. The income of the 

Zamindari was more utilized for luxuries than constructive works and it intensified 
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the crisis of the Zamindaris which we have stated in course of locating the problems 

leading to the fall of the Zamindaris of Rajshahi. There were many items of industrial 

goods like silk, sugar, which had better prospects even for international trade. But 

in our studies we have shown most of the Zamindars were careless about this matter 

and their indifference proved to be a factor of their ultimate fall. 

Though some Zamindars of Rajshahi were benevolent and concerned for the 

well being of the subjects, a few of them were responsible for a cursed life of the 

tenants. They were by and large exploiters and sought means to pressurize their 

subjects for more payment of land revenue. In this respect, they were not less 

betrayers than the foreign ruler (i.e., the British). The stories of t>Tanny of Devi 

Singh in Rangpur and Dinajpur regions still remain an example of terror to the 

people of these areas. Though Zamindars collected excess revenue by means of 

torture, the Britishers were not benefited. But they approved the illegal act of the 

Zamindars as legal. As a result anti British sentiment grew among the people for 

the activities of onh a few Zamindars. This tendency had a fair out bursts in the 

subsequent time and we have discussed the issue in course of presenting the protest 

movements organised by the peasants. ^/ 

On the question of the decline of the Zamindars of Rajshahi different factors 

have been identified in our study. Among these indisciplined way of living of some 

of the members of the Raj families, wastage of money and family disputes made 

them financially weaker day by day and this issue has been critically analysed in 

the chapter concerned, h is also shown how they took up the alternative by collecting 

excess amount taxes from the tenants (abwabs) and tortured them for the payment. 

The tenants had also the voice of protest and the series of movements during the 

company rule and after speak about the same story. 

Thus the days of the Zamindars of Rajshahi were sealed and when their crisis 

got intensified their masters i.e. the colonial Government had no sympathy for 
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them. They did not hesitate even for putting the Zamindari in auction and these 

incidents had taken place in several occasions. In the 1940's of the last century, the 

crises of the Zamindars of Bengal were so alarming that there were numerous 

Peasant movements in those parts of Bengal where the peasants were the worst 

sufferers. Out study has shown how the region of Rajshahi also became a nerve 

centre of such protest movements. Incidentally, the Tebhaga of 1946 - 47 was an 

outburst of such a protest of the Peasants. After the Indian independence (1947) 

and Partition thereafter, the Government East Pakistan made a review of the whole 

situation prevailing during and after the partition and the background was prepared 

for the Land Acquisition and Tenancy Act of 1951 which sounded the death - knell 

of all the Zamindars of Rajshahi. There is an initiative all along in the chapter IX to 

locate the issues of these crises and the circumstances that led to the downfall of all 

the Zamindars of Rajshahi. 


