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GLOSSARY 

Apostle Signifies one who is sent. The twelve apostles of Christ 

Jesus were sent by Him to spread the Gospel 

throughout the world and to establish churches 

Archbishop An Archbishop is the head of an Arch Diocese which is 

comprised of many dioceses headed by Bishops 

Baptism 

Bhumi 

To immerse in water or pour water on the Christian, 

symbolising dedication to Christ, purification and 

admission to a specific chruch 

Land 

Bishop A spiritual head of a diocese, the highest order of 

priesthood appointed by the Pope 

Bramhacharya A celebate student, one of the three social stages of 

Hindu religion. Others being Gruhastya ( famiiyhood) 

and Vanaprastha ( Ascetic life) 

Brahmins Priestly class people. The first of the four castes, 

others Kashatriyas, Valsyas and Sudras 

Catechism Short treatise giving in catechetic form and outline of 

the fundmental principles of a religious creed 

Catechist One who teaches the Christian doctrines by question 

and answer method 



.. 295 .. 

Catechumen One who is under instruction in the elements of 

Christianity 

Chaplain 

General 

A priest appointed by a Bishop to a branch of Armed 

Forces 

Cardinal An officer of Roman Catholic Church appointed by the 

Pope 

Catholic 

Cheruvu 

Derived from two Greek words which means what 

concers whole or universal 

A pond where rain water is stored for cultivation and 

drinking 

Chicacole An old name for Srikakulam 

Christ Derived from Greek word 'C/?r/stos'means appointed 

which is the translation of the Hebrew word - Messaiah 

name of the King who was to come to save the Jews 

Church Derived from a Greek word ^Kurion' means something 

belonging to the Lord. A Church is a building dedicated 

to the Lord and intended to be used for the general 

worship of the faithful. Church in general refers to the 

whole body of Christians 

Clergy The men set apart and consecrated through the 

sacrament of ordination for spiritual activities 

Convent A dwelling place of nuns or sisters 
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Devadasi 

Dharma 

Dharmadatha 

Diocese 

Diwany 

Dviia 

Ecumenism 

Ecclesiastical 

Episcopal 

Fide 

Gavara 

Girijans 

Goodnews 

Gospel 

Gurukulam 

A servant of God in the temple 

A moral duty 

A generous man 

A certain district of the Church Government, headed by 

a Bishop. Another name for it is episcopate 

Revenue Officer 

A twice - born caste or higher caste 

Universal and it is for all people everywhere and refers 

to the unity of various churches in the universe 

Religious 

A chair headed by a Bishop 

A Latin word means faith 

One of the backward castes in Andhra 

People who dwell on hills 

Message brought by Christ Jesus 

Goodnews brought by Christ Jesus 

Indigenous Patshala system 
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Harljans 

HImsa 

Pariahs or scheduled caste people 

Violence 

Holy Trinity Three persons in God, in Christianity i.e.the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit 

Idalkhan An old name for Bijapur 

Inam Grant of land a gift held rent - free, in heredi tory 

perpetual occupation 

3ata / Djata One of the tribal community 

JirathI Shift cultivation land 

Kanyasulkam 

Kambari 

A gift given to bride at the time of marriage 

Bonded labourer 

Karnam A profession by which one looks after the matters of 

birth, death and disputes in the village. Later this 

profession was mixed with their caste 

Kayastha 

Khamma 

Khondas 

A writer caste 

One of the high castes in Andhra 

The people who live on hilly areas, otherwise known as 

tribal people 
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KomatI 

Kshatriyas 

Madiga 

Madrasas 

Maharajah / 

Rajah 

Maktabs 

Mala 

Mali 

Meriah 

Math 

Mirasidar 

Monsignor 

Munsif 

Nithikatha 

Merchant 

Warrior caste people 

An outcaste, worker in skins and leather belonging to 

Pariah or Panchama Community 

Muslim schools of higher learning 

King 

Elementary Schools patronised by Muslims 

An out caste, worker in a garden, belogning to Pariah 

Community 

A garde ner 

Human victim sacrifice on particular occasions; also 

ceremony of human sacrifice 

A place of learning 

Holder of hereditary lands or offices In a village 

An Officer of Roman Catholics 

Native civil judge 

A moral story 
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Padroado Patronage 

Palaka 

Panchamas 

Panchayat 

Slate 

The out caste people who do the lowest menial services 

A form of Local Self - Government with elected 

members by the parties themselves or appointed by 

the Government for determination of petty disputes 

among the people especially in matters affecting the 

usages of caste or occupation 

Papal Bull / Bull The decree given by the Pope 

Parangi / Feringhi : A perons without caste 

Pariahs Untouchables 

Patshalas Village schools 

Patta A deed of lease, a document given by the Collector 

Pedda Pull Tiger 

Prelate High Ecclesiastical dignitory I.e. Bishop 

Pro - Vicar Head of the Church 

Pyal A verandah where schools were conducted 
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Pydl An out caste, worker watching the fields 

Rachewar/ 

Rashwar 

Related to kings or nobles a war like tribe from which a 

part of the zamindars of the Northern CIrcars were 

descended 

Rajah King, Prince, a title in ancient times given to the chiefs 

of the military Hindu tribes 

Sacraments The rites and signs that convey grace, instituted by the 

Catholic Church 

Sastry 

Sitabdi 

A Brahmin who teaches Telugu 

An old name for Nagpur 

Sistu Revenue paid to the Government 

Sudra An out caste 

Sou rah One of the castes in tribes 

Three Rs Reading, writing and arithmetic 

Relii 

Tols 

An out caste, vendor of fruits 

Type of schools 

Valsya 

Varasulkam 

A merchant caste 

Dowry 
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Vedas The Holy Books of Hinduism. They are four in number, 

RIgveda, Yajurveda, Samadeva and Athermaveda 

Veedhi Street 

Veedhi Badi A small school owned and managed by a qualified or 

unqualified teacher in a street 

Vicariate A delegated office or power 

Vidhi Fate 

Vina A musical instrument 

Visakha A Goddess of Mars 

Vizagapatam An old name for Visakhapatnam, called iin 19** 

century ( till 1944 - Madras Administrative Records ) 

Visakha, Vizag and Waltair are other names of the 

same town 
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