
Chapter V 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS FOR GIRLS 

IN VIZAGAPATAM TOWN 

TNTRonurnnN 

Bishop Neyret, for the first tinne, understood well the position of women in 

Vizagapatam. Unlike in Eurppe, their condition was very deplorable. Their 

presence was confined only to fout walls of the kitchen. They had no education. 

Even in Brahmin Community, the position of women was not satisfactory. It was 

still worse in other castes more so among scheduled castes and tribes. Hence 

Neyret, the Bishop of Vizagapatam decided to do something for these women. 

He managed to get the help and services of the Sisters of St. Joseph from France 

to work among women. 

On October 15^, 1650 the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph was 

formed in France.At its formation, the sisters were able to do marvelous work in 

France. Bishop Neyret at once felt the services of these sisters in Vizagapatam 

too as it was in great need.̂ ^^ 

Mgr. Neyret, Bishop of Vizagapatam realizing that the missionaries were 

unable to instruct women , he felt the need of the education of girls.^^^ On the 

S""̂  August, 1848 he wrote a letter to Mother Aloysla, to come to share in the 

work in the Mission of Vizagapatam.^^^ He was actually aware of the total lack of 

education for the poor people, the diseased, widows and orphans, the sick and 

the little dying children.^"^^ 
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Meanwhile the Superior General of M.S.F.S. Fr. Mermier wrote to the 

Propaganda Faith, Rome on March 6*^, 1848 requesting that permission be given 

to send the Sisters of St, Joseph to Vizagapatam to share in their apostolate.^^^ 

The Propaganda willingly consented to send the sisters to Vizagapatam.^^^ 

As Bishop Neyret wrote, the Mother General of the Sisters of St.Joseph 

decided to send the sisters to Vizagapatam.^^^ She had selected four slsters^^^ to 

share in the apostolate of the M.S.F.S.prlests for Vizagapatam.^^^ At the 

request of Mgr. Neyret, the first batch of the St. Joseph sisters arrived at Yanam 

on 5'^ December, 1849 for work among women. Yanam Is In the part of the 

Mission of Vizagapatam. In 1849 as they arrived, one of the apostolates they 

undertook was to care for the sick and when necessary, attended the dying 

babies.^^°^ Unfortunately the first Superior of St. Joseph Sisters, Mother St. Claire 

passed away on 9'^ July, 1850 at Yanam at the age of 46 a few months after her 

arrival there due to sun-stroke.^^^^ 

In 1851 the ship called "Canada" bringing the second batch of sisters to 

the Mission of Vizagapatam was driven off course by the November cyclone.^^^^ 

Therefore they arrived at Vizagapatam instead of Yanam. I t might have been a 

Providential sign that God intended Vizagapatam and not Yanam to be the centre 

of the sisters in India. They were warmly welcomed by Father TIssot, who later 

became Bishop of Vizagapatam.^^^^ 

ST. JOSEPH ̂ S SCHOOL 

The sisters who were in Yanam also came to Vizagapatam in 1852. They 

were put up for time being at Fort Convent, near Old Post Office in 

Vizagapatam.^^"^^ By 1858 the Sisters of Joseph increased in number. So they 

shifted their residence from Fort Convent to the Cathedral near the Reading 
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Room in the Main Road of Vizagapatam.^^^^ While caring for the sick and the 

dying, in the year 1869 the sisters of St. Joseph started a school and they 

engaged themselves as teachers in the school at Cathedral.^^^^ 

The influx of railway people necessitated an increase of schools in 

Vizagapatam. The existing accommodation in the English medium school at 

Cathedral was totally inadequate for the children of the railway employees. Mgr. 

Clere and Mother Anna had planned to build a convent and an English medium 

school on the mission owned property at Waltair and transfer the Cathedral 

school to the new buildings.This place was called later as Waltair Convent 

junction since the Sisters started living in this area. ^̂ ^̂  

I t was necessary to obtain Government approval for its return .The Bishop 

used his influence to obtain the necessary permission.^^^^ After obtaining the 

Government permission, the English medium school in the Cathedral was 

transfered to Waltair Convent in 1893.^^^^ Then it was named and registered as 

St. Joseph's European Girls' School.^^°^ The school is run by the sisters of St. 

Joseph of Annecy, France and is under the jurisdiction of the Educational Society 

of the Sisters of St. Joseph . It is a Christian minority English medium school 

that aims at the education of Catholic community around the town while meeting 

the needs of members of other communities also as far as possible.^^^^ As per the 

Madras Catholic Directory and General Annual Register of 1903, the school had 

an aggregate attendance of 180 pupils. The sisters were helped by a few lay-

teachers in imparting education. Girls were prepared in school subjects like 

English, Mathematics, Geography, Physics and History. Religious instruction was 

taught to all Christian pupils. Moral instruction was given to pupils other than 

Christians.Though it is a Christian minority institution , most of the students are 

Hindus and Muslims.^^^^ 



.. 102 .. 

The type of education imparted in the school took into around the whole 

person, paying attention to each child's background and personality, with love 

and patience exemplied by the life of Jesus Christ. The establishment had for its 

object to provide a sound and practical education for young girls, who were 

gradually led to self - formation and to develop a sense of responsibility and 

concern for others/^^^ 

Girls were admitted at the preparatory class level. They were prepared for 

10'̂ '̂  class examination/^'^^ The school was recognised by the Director of Public 

Instruction, Madras and it got the grant - i n - aid from the Government/^^^ To 

develop in the students a sense of team spirit there was a House System to 

which all the students should belong. Each student must wear House Badge in 

the appropriate colour during the school hours. Badges were meant for standard 

I I I to X.̂ ^̂ ^ Besides the school subjects English grammar, drawing, needle work 

and embroidery etc.were taught in the school. The medium of instruction was 

English with emphasis on Telugu and Hindi.^^^^ 

Besides academic advancement, the school got always good appreciation 

for co-curricular and extra - curricular activities. Singing, dancing competition, 

painting etc. were encouraged. Needle work, socially useful productive work, 

art, games such as basket-ball, shuttle-cock, throw-ball and so on were some of 

the games played in the school. To maintain proper health care, the need of 

games and sports was made compulsory for all. Badminton, tenni-coit, kho-kho 

were given due importance which could easily be played by the girl scholars. ^̂®̂  

In 1894 the first batch of girls appeared for the matriculation examination 

and all passed in first class.̂ ^^^ Right from its start, the school maintains the 

academic standards especially in so far as the results were concerned . The 

school was a well reputed educational institution in Vizagapatam known for 

recognition and awards.^^°^ The following list was some of the names of pupils 

who got medals. 
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M.L. NORONHA GOLD AND SILVER MEDALISTS 

1. Marjee Narayana Rao 

Gwendoline Jude 

Muriel Soraine 

4. Florence Hipwood 

5. Estelle Stocking 

Hilda Trindade 

7. Patricia Norton 

8. Genevieve Sheppard 

9. Mercy Asirvatham 

10. Sheila Boyne 

11. Mary Xavier 

12. Leela Hari Rao 

13. Rajee Menon 

14. Annie Quinn 

15. Louisa Quinn 

16. Marie Warapen 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1946(31) 

The objective of the school was to give education suitable to the present 

needs of the society. The teaching centred round of good discipline, sound moral 
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character and hardwork. The girls were encouraged in co-curricular activities. 

Literary activities such as the essay-writing, debate on national importance and 

burning problems were posed to the pupils to discuss openly. Many girls 

participated in these activities very actively and came to certain solutions to 

eradicate the existing problems in India in general and Vizagapatam in 

particular.^^^^ 

Besides these, competitions were conducted in home science, paper 

cutting, garland making, painting and the best students were given prizes. Music 

was also encouraged among the girls. Science fairs were conducted and children 

prepared the best specimen models. They used to get awards at district level 

science fairs. Once in a week general cleaning was taken up to see that the 

school and garden were well maintained. Cleanliess and need of a healthy and 

happy life was acknowledged by all students in the school curriculum.^^^^ 

The sisters of St. Joseph started a boarding home for girls in the Waltair 

Convent campus in 1893. Besides Anglo-Indian girls, Telugu and Tamil girls 

were received in the school as well as in the boarding.^^^ The sisters offered their 

services to the most helpless, abandoned children and crippled. The girls in the 

boarding were taught self-management, personal care, taking care of garden. 

There was also a separate accommodation for pupils whose parents could afford 

to pay for a separate diet.̂ ^^^ However, there was no division though only meals 

would be served with one or two special dishes.But still all the girls lived 

harmoniously . Pupils from different places studied here as one family. A sister 

was appointed to look after the boarders. The girls of all castes and areas were 

admitted in the school cum boarding. They were taught to live unitedly without 

any discrimination. They were taught to dress up well, to keep personal hygiene, 

proper maintenance of household things etc. Girls were also taught prayerful life. 

Girls studied in this institution got jobs in different departments and thus women 

started coming to outside world.^^^^ 
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On every national importance occasion pupils were encouraged to 

participate in the events and sisters had enough time to mould these girls in the 

boarding as they were with the sisters 24 hours. Along with co-curricular 

activities, pupils were taught etiquettee, public mannerisms and devotion to 

duty. Personal cleanliness was checked thoroughly well by the sister incharge of 

the boarding. Punctuality and hardwork were given due attention for the pupils. 

During assembly in the morning, every Monday a student was asked to 

speak on a topic related to moral values. Elections to the student union were 

conducted just as a mini election proceedure while alloting symbols etc. Pupils 

were trained for the future citizenship in the school. It is for the first time that 

the sisters showed much interest in self management apart from studies.^^^^ 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL 

The Sisters of St. Joseph noticed the low standards of the living conditions 

of the women at Gnanapuram. They realised that this was due to lack of 

education for women. The parents were not prepared to send their daughters for 

schooling. Those days the life of women was confined only to the four walls of 

the kitchen. Even the public was not ready to accept women being educated, 

employed and thereby to have freedom in economic and political fields. 

Moreover, the girls were also not interested to go out and study. They 

were not in a position to learn English, a foreign language as well. Before the 

sisters had firm footing In imparting education for women, they had to struggle 

hard to convince the parents to send their daughters to the school. It was 

unthinkable those days women being educated. Inspite of all odds which they 

came across, the sisters were successful in materializing their dream of 

establishing a school through the medium of local language. Hence the sisters 

felt the dire need of a Telugu medium school for girls. They opened the school in 

ISJIS at Gnanapuram.TKieSchool was inaugurated under the name R.C.M. Aided 

School.^^^^ 
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The girls from Gnanapuram, Marripalem, Aliipuram attended the school. 

The school gradually showed improvement in strength. Ghrls attending the 

school were inspired by the love and affection of the sisters. The Sisters left no 

stone unturned in gathering the masses. As a result, there was a great demand 

for admissions every year after year.̂ ^^^ 

The school was initially conducted in the premises of St. Joseph's church 

in the convent. As there was a lot of demand for admissions, the funds were 

raised for the school building by the Catholic Missionaries and they purchased the 

land site and constructed the school building. The name of the school was 

changed as Sacred Heart School in the year 1910. St. Joseph's English medium 

school and Sacred Heart School exist side by side In the same campus of Waltair 

Convent now.̂ '̂ '̂ ^ 

The syllabus covered was Mathematics, Science, Geography and History 

besides Telugu. The school was maintained well with regard to teaching. Sisters 

who underwent teacher training courses were involved in teaching .There were 

also some other lay teachers appointed. There was a Telugu Pandit called 

Sastry to teach Telugu. The girls were further instructed in household work, 

embroidery, tailoring and paper cutting.^"^^^ 

There was religious teaching in the school. Catechism was compulsory 

subject for Christian pupils. Moral instruction was given to Non-Christians. But 

when there was a restriction with regard to religious teaching, teaching of 

catechism was shifted to evening after the school hours. GIrte were educated in 

matters of wearing dress, keeping themselves clean, cooking etc.̂ "*̂ ^ 

Bishop Clere asked the Sisters to start Home Science in the school in the 

year 1909. Many went through the course and they were content with such 

domestically oriented courses. Even the parents appreciated the course and 

many girls were enrolled themselves for it.̂ '*̂ ^ 
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The school got recognition on 08.12.1910. The class V was raised in the 

same year. The children were given timely instructions to develop themselves 

and stand on their own along with men. The aim of the school was to impart 

education to the children of down trodden and suppressed classes of people. 

Some children were orphans due to cyclone, affected in Gnanapuram were put in 

the school. The sisters of St. Joseph shouldered the responsibility of managing 

them in the institution.^"^^ 

There was House System in the school. Students took various activities in 

the school. After assembly in the morning, there was news reading. A big stage 

was built to encourage students to develop their hidden creative talents. A 

thought provoking proverb or quotation was displayed everyday in the display 

board. Games and sports were encouraged to develop their leadership qualities. 

Elections to the student union were conducted to train the future responsibility of 

being active citizens. Students were given every opportunity to have an all 

round development.^'^^^ 

THE STATISTICS SHOW THE GROWTH OF THE SCHOOL 

Year 

1868 

1903 

1919 

1945 

No. of pupils on rolls 

27 

146 

196 

253(46) 
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The school was encouraged by the constant patronage of her Highness the 

Rani Sheba of Wadham. Her Highness always supported the sisters morally and 

financially. She had liberally contributed towards construction of the buildings. 

The Sacred Heart School was one of the most reputed schools in Vizagapatam, 

known for both academic excellence and discipline.^"^^^ 

From Its inception, the school made an all round development 

academically and in games and sports. I t used to maintain the principles basing 

on the teaching of Christ Jesus. Priority was always given to mould the 

character, mannerisms, household things for the girls. A sense of saving, 

cleanliness and gardening etc. were taught so that the girls could practice when 

they get themselves settled in different walks of life. Needle work, music, 

embroidery, painting were given due importance In the school curriculum. Thus 

the girls were prepared to face the future motherhood and self earning 

schemes.̂ "^^^ 

THE FORT CATHOUC SCHOOL 

The Fort Catholic School for girls was started in 1883 in the Old Post Office 

area, Vizagapatam by the sisters of St. Joseph. '̂̂ ^^ The school building was 

purchased on May 27*^, 1884. Bishop Tissot bought the buildings from Mrs. 

Sarah Shreeves' bungalow. Till the occupation, this building was called as 

Shreeve's bungalow. Eversince the sisters occupied this building, they used it as 

both school and convent. Since then the public began to call the place as Fort 

Convent while the school was also known as Fort Catholic School.^^^ 

The sisters started classes for I and I I standards in the same year. There 

were 20 pupils sought admission in the school. Pupils from Jalarpet, Old Post 

Office area started coming to the school initially.^^^^ 
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The bungalow was not in good condition to conduct the classes. The 

sisters requested the Provincial Government in Madras to undertake repairs. An 

estimate was called for by the Government of Madras. On 8**" August, 1884 

improvements and repairs were made for the school in down storey building at 

the cost of Rs. 135.10.0.^^^^ 

As the sisters found it necessary to Introduce a pre-school, they started an 

Infant School to prepare the children for I standard. An Anglo-Indian lady 

teacher was appointed to deal the pre-school kids. The class room was 

prepared in such a way that the infants were really motivated to stay in the 

school while playing with the toys, singing, dancing etc.̂ ^^^ 

In 1885 I I and I I I standards were added and there was a need to open 

more class rooms to accommodate all children. On 27*^ April, 1885 the Madras 

Government sanctioned grant-in-aid for the school at their request. The 

purchase and repairs for the school building were taken up at the total cost of 

2233-05-04.^^^ The pay to the teachers in the Fort Catholic School was made by 

the Government. A teacher was paid Rs. 5/- per month/^^^ 

All the children belonging to Hinduism, Islam as well as Christians had 

equal educational opportunities in the school. I t was due to high morals, well 

discipline and dedication of sisters, the parents preferred this catholic school for 

the education their children. Even the teachers of the Government schools 

preferred to send their children to these schools instead of Government 

schools/^^^ 

In 1900 class VIII was Introduced. I t was very difficult for the sisters to 

have women teachers on the staff. Simultaneously there was a great demand 

for admissions in the school. By this year the strength grew upto 250 girls.^^^^ 
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In 1927 recognition of catholic priests and nuns to teach in the schools 

was accepted by His Majesty's Government, Madras in April 1927/^^^ Since 

then, the sisters were sent for training and were appointed as teachers along 

with lay lady teachers. This was also accepted by the Catholic Educational 

Council of Madras Presidency.^^^^ 

The sisters excellently prepared the lessons. Their teaching was attracted 

by all the grades of children of the school. They elicited in children the Interest 

for study and self - formation. 

The syllabus covered was Mathematics, Physical Science, Geography and 

History. Catechism for Christians and Moral Science for Non-Christians were 

compulsorily taught.^^°^ 

In 1940 the standards VIII to X were up graded. There was a strength of 

500 pupils. The school was well appreciated by the public. The Rajahs of 

Jeypore and VIzlanagaram patronised the school. The Collectors of Vizagapatam 

had a very high regard for the services of the sisters in so far as education was 

concerned. Education imparted by the missionaries was attracted by many 

parents to join their wards in this school. Meanwhile there was an Educational 

Committee formed to look into the management schools especially the Catholic 

Schools.^^'^ 

FORMATION OF EDUCATIONAL COMMITT EES & COUNCILS : 

1. The District Educational Council ceased to exist with effect from June l^^ 

1939 and the power to grant recognition and aid to elementary schools 

was vested with the District Educational Officers and the Inspectress of 

Girls' Schools. 
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2. In the place of District Educational Council, and Advisory Committee for 

each taluk with the Local Deputy Inspector of Schools as its Secretary was 

formed. It was essentially an advisory body and consisted of official and 

non-official members. 

3. A manual on elementary education was prepared by a Special Officer 

appointed for the purpose, containing all the important rules and 

instructions regarding the organising and control of elementary education 

in the Madras Presidency. 

District Board included a District Local Board and a District Council. In 

this, two of Catholic Missionaries namely Frs. Solomon and Mathew Kudakacherry 

were included in the Committee. Under their leadership the missionaries tried 

their best to open and develop as many schools as possible in the dIstrlct.They 

were also able to convince the Government on certain Issues like sanctioning 

building grants and obtaining grant-in-aid for the school purpose. Accordingly, 

Fr. Solomon started many a school in the taluks of Palakonda, Parvathipuram, 

Bobbin and Veeraghattam of Vizagapatam District.^ "^ 

According to Director of Public Instruction, Madras the Fort Catholic School 

was not sufficient for increasing children and the missionaries were asked for 

purchase of a new building. Another small site was additionally purchased. 

Immediately extensions were made to accommodate the school children.^"^ As 

per Article I I of the C.R.A.S., pupils were arranged In Sections-Wise in the 

school. 

Primary Section from standard I To VI 

Middle Section from standard VII to vm 

High Section from standard IX to x:'̂ '̂̂ ^ 
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The Fort Catholic School was an Anglo - Indian Aided Minority Institute 

established by the Sisters of St. Joseph under the management of the Roman 

Catholic Diocese. It is an English medium school, aims at an all round 

development of each child under their care. 

Besides academic or intellectual formation, character building, morales 

were emphatically taught with the view of today's child is tomorrow's citizen, 

useful for building the nation great. Sharing, sacrificing and showing concern for 

others were developed in the young minds.^^^^ 

Apart from academic lines, girls were given enough opportunities to take 

part in games, literary competitions, fancy dress etc. All the national important 

days such as Independence Day, Teachers' Day, Republic Day, Childrens' Day, 

Human Rights Day etc. were celebrated with gaiety and ponip. Prizes were 

distributed among the winners to encourage in them a right sense of 

encouragement.^^^^ 

Only women candidates were appointed as teaching staff. They were 

recruited with Intermediate or Matriculation as required qualification. Those 

passed I I I farm or VIII standard with a Certificate of Teaching were appointed in 

elementary school. Only woman candidate for physical education was 

appointed.^^^^ 

The school was affiliated to the Council for Indian School Certificate 

Examination, New Delhi and it follows the Central Syllabus.^^^ Facilities were 

provided to foreign students and there was handicapped pupil- admitted in the 

school. The sisters took utmost care to help the handicapped students. The 

medium of teaching was in English and the second language was Hindi. The 

sisters received acclaim and applause for their achievement in education. They 

imparted spiritual, moral, academic and aesthetic values through education. 

Imparting sound education, they enabled the pupils to blossom into personalities 
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under organised and healthy environment. The pupils were made self - reliant 

and self - disciplined citizens. The missionaries fostered total development of 

pupils who were intellectually informed, emotionally balanced and spiritually 

oriented to assume their duties as alert citizens of India. ^̂ ^̂  

R.C.M CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

In the year 1900 a Telugu medium school was started in the Cathedral in 

Main Road, near Reading Room, Vizagapatam. Its founder was Father Anselm 

Rey. When the Sisters of Joseph shifted the English medium school from here to 

Waltair Convent in 1893 Father Anselm Rey opened a school in its place at 

Cathedral and he worked as principal of the school till 1910. He felt it difficult to 

manage the school as he was involved in various social activities. He, then, 

decided to handover the school to the Sisters of St. Joseph who by now had a 

good reputation for maintaining the schools In the town. The sisters also 

willingly accepted the offer and they took charge of management of this school 

in the year 1910.^^°^ 

Initially there were 64 boys and girls attending the school regularly. I t 

attracted pupils from the vicinity of the town areas of Poorna market, Kurupam 

market. By 1920 the standards were raised to V. The strength greew upto 350. 

In the same year, for better management and discipline, the school admitted 

only girls In the school, leaving the boys In St.Anthony's school. From then on 

the girls flocked for admissions and the parents preferred to get their children 

educated in this school only ^^^ 

Since there was greater demand for admissions, the Cathedral was not 

sufficient for school purpose. Already in 1929 sisters bought a house near the 

Cathedral and the school was shifted there to the newly constructed buildings in 

1939.̂ ^2^ 
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The curriculum followed is the State Government syllabus. Telugu, 

English, Mathematics, Geography, Physics were taught. Character - formation 

formed a basis in teaching. Catechism for Christians and moral science for Non-

Christians were taught to develop moral values. Pupils were given every 

opportunity to develop their innate hidden talents.^^^^ 

Games, elocution, competitions in writing, drawing were conducted on 

every national important day to exhibit their talents.^^"*^ 

According to the Inspection Report, '"the school was in good working 

order. The school was employed in earnest work, building was bright, airy but 

insufficient to accommodate the growing strength."^^^^ 

In 1920 the school got recognition with the help of local people like 

Karnam Prakasam. The boys who finished their elementary education were 

finally transferred to St. Anthony's School in 1924 and as such there were no 

boys at all in the school. Hereafter it was a school for girls only.^''^^ 

The sisters took keen interest to make the school progress in every field. 

Only trained female teachers were recruited on the staff. VI and VIII standards 

were added in 1931 along with permanent recognition. Its name changed as 

R.C.M. Cathedral Upper Primary School.^^^^ 

In 1935 the school had its strength 450. Pupils from all castes and creed 

were able to have admissions. There was no discrimination with regard to 

admissions. Infact there were many Hindu and Muslim girls studied in the 

school. ̂ ®̂̂  

The pupils were encouraged in tailoring, embroidery, paper cutting and 

candle making. Honesty, hardwork, modesty, personal hygiene and cleanliness 

as essential part of education given to pupils by the Sisters of St. Joseph.^''^^ 
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THE STATISTICS SHOW THE GROWTH OF THE SCHOOL 

1 Year 

1900 

1910 

1920 

1935 

1940 

No. of girls 

On the rolls 

30 

100 

150 

450 

500 

No. of boys 

on the rolls 

64 

150 

200 

-

Total 1 

)94 

250 

350 

450 

500^^°^ 

The school accorded a real pleasure for pupils to study. I t was run with 

great efficiency and care. It was quite upto the mark with teaching and 

management. Discipline was perfect. From its very humble beginning, the 

school became one of the reputed institutions both in strength and standards. It 

was even patronaged by Hindu parents of the best class in Vizagapatam town. 

Dedication and devotion of the Sisters of St. Joseph enabled the young minds 

develop into fullfledged citizens.^^^^ 
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CONCLUSION 

Bishop Neyret, for the first time, understood well the position of women in 

Vizagapatam. Unlike in Europe, their condition was very deplorable. Their 

presence was confined only to four walls of the kitchen. They had no education. 

Even in Brahmin Community, the position of women was not satisfactory. It was 

still worse in other castes more so among scheduled castes and tribes. Hence 

Neyret, the Bishop of Vizagapatam decided to do something for these women. 

He managed to get the help and services of the Sisters of St. Joseph from France 

to work among women. The sisters came to Yanam in the 1849 and to 

Vizagapatam in 1851. On their arrival, the sisters were involved in helping 

mothers, the dying children and the sick. In 1869 they started an English 

Medium School at Cathedral near Reading Room. This was the first ever girls' 

school started by the Catholic Missionaries in the town of Vizagapatam. Before 

they had firm footing In imparting education for women, the sisters had to 

struggle hard to convince the parents to send their daughters to the school. It 

was unthinkable those days women being educated, coming out from four walls 

of the house. Inspite of all odds, the sisters were successful in establishing 

schools for girls. The influx of Railway people necessitated to increase the 

number of schools in Vizagapatam. In 1893 the sisters went to Waltair Convent 

where they started St. Joseph's English Medium School. Hereafter, the sister did 

wonderful work in the field of education. They imparted education, paying 

attention to each and every child's background and personality. Their prime 

objective was to provide sound and practical education for girls. It is not an 

exaggeration that even today the school stands as the best in the vicinity of 

Vizagapatam. It is the only school which has boarding establishments for girls 

among other Catholic Schools for girls. The girls were trained in accordance with 

the strict rules and regulations, giving no scope for any indisciplinary activities. 

Children of different castes and areas learned to live harmoniously in the 
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boarding school. The inmates really experienced the paternal love. They 

realized that it was easier to impart education through medium of local or 

regional language. Hence Sacred Heart Telugu Medium School for girls was 

started in 1878. Besides, secular studies, the girls were instructed in household 

work, embroidery, tailoring, paper cutting and personal hygiene. The girls were 

instructed to grow flower and vegetable gardens in the school campus daily. The 

demand for English Medium School further encouraged the sisters in establishing 

another School for Girls at the Fort in 1883. By this time the parents as well as 

the girls changed their attitude towards education for women. Knowing the 

standards and discipline, the parents had no fear to send their daughters for 

schooling to these catholic schools. Fr. Anselm Rey started another Telugu 

Medium School at Cathedral in 1900. This school caters to the needs of Poorna 

Market and Kurupam Market people. All these schools of girls became very 

famous due to the efforts of Catholic Missionaries so much so the public and the 

Rajahs of Vizianagaram, Jeypore patronaged the schools whole heartedly . 
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