
Chapter - III 

GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS IN VIZAGAPATAM DISTRICT 

During the beginning of the 19"" century, the standard of education was 

very low in Vizagapatam, compared to any other districts in the Madras 

Presidency. Only three people in every hundred were able to read and write. 

Among girls it was so low that only four girls in every thousand could read and 

write. Even those people who could read and write were more from the Brahmin 

caste than from other castes. The Telugu Brahmins were liberally provided with 

jobs as scribes and priests by the numerous zamindars and were enjoying the 

inams and were never bothered to pass the examinations qualifying for the 

Government Service.^^^ 

The literacy was miserably low in the agency area of Vizagapatam District 

compared to other plain taluks of the District. Some of the hill folks have been 

reported to believe that if a high lander dares to learn to read and write, his eyes 

will drop out and his head will burst into pieces. The Christian Missionaries 

belonging to Luthern Mission, Church Missionary Society and the Catholic 

Missionaries did render valuable service.^^^ 

Most of the areas then known Vizagapatam District comprised of hilly 

tracts and were very backward. The British strived hard to uplift the hilly parts 

of this region by promoting education. But they failed due to epidemics like 

malaria which were prevalent in this area. Lack of communication facilities and 

roads in the hills added to their difficulty. The District has been much developed 

by the British, who organised many educational institutions.^^' 
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The various measures adopted by the British Government to promote 

education, the rules applied to the Madras presidency were also applicable to 

Vizagapatam District. The British Government was successful in introducing 

education in this region only after Wood's Despatch of 1854/'*^ 

In March, 1855 Alexander Arbuthnot, the Secretary of the University 

Board, was appointed Director of Public Instruction and during the course of the 

year sanction was given for the appointment of four Inspectors of Schools, 

twenty Assistant Inspectors, afterwards styled Zillah Visitor and now known as 

Deputy Inspectors and sixty Sub-Assistant Inspectors called Taluk Visitors. The 

Madras University was remodelled and received the name of Presidency College. 

A law class was established as a branch of this institution and provision was 

made for a Normal School for training teachers, four provincial and eight Zillah 

Schools, a hundred Taluk Schools, a depot or school books, educational presses 

and Rs. 12,000 for scholarships. To carry out these measures took several 

years, and some changes were made from time to time in the details of the plan 

originally sketched out. Thus the full number of Taluk schools was never 

established and schools of a some what higher grade known as Anglo -

Vernacular schools took the place of some of the Taluk Schools.^^^ 

The entire plan was to be carried over several years. Though the entire 

plan was not carried out fully , a beginning has been made to establish schools at 

taluk and district levels of Vizagapatam District.^^^ 

In April 1856, the Department of Public Instruction, then newly formed, 

set up the first Inspector of schools Major Macdonald, to the northern division, 

his headquarters were fixed at Waltair, At that time the only good school in the 

district available to Indian boys, was conducted by the protestant missionaries at 

Vizagapatam.^^^ A school was opened by the London mission on 2 August, 1805 
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at Vizagapatam and Canadian Baptist Mission school was founded in 1836 for the 

promotion of education. The school was recognised in 1925. Late Dr. Lazarus, 

the chairman of the school, bequeathed a part of her property for the 

maintenance of the school. The school at present enjoys government aid and 

the property of Dr. Lazarus.^^' 

The Vizagapatam District has always been in a backward state in the 

matter of education. The ordinary level was by no means as effectual here as in 

other parts of the Presidency. I t is the Brahmins here who were particularly well 

off. Not only were they employed and maintained by hundreds under the 

numerous Rajahs, Zamindars and Proprietors both as scribes and levites but 

from the liberality of certain of these Rajah's ancestors "sore saints for the 

crown" they enjoyed in the district the enormous number of 1,147 entire 

villages and 32,566 minor tenemments, either free from assessment or assessed 

with a very light quit - rent. The assessment thus alienated is computed at 

upwards of ten lakhs of rupees.^^^ 

Normal school was founded in June 1861 in Vizagapatam. The school was 

designed to train teachers of higher grade. It was practically the only training 

school for teachers for the Telugu Country.^^°^ The training institution was 

supported by the Church Missionary Society.^^^^ During 1865 - 66 there were 6 

schools in Vizagapatam which consisted of 300 pupils.^"^ Apart from Normal 

school , there were 9 Anglo - Vernacular schools in Chicacole.^^^^ The Anglo -

Vernacular school of 80 pupils was founded in Bheemilipatam in August 1857.^^*^ 
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The following Telugu Schools were founded in the Vizagapatam District. 

S.No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

= • 

Place 

AnakapallJ 

Palakonda 

Kasimkota 

Chodavaram 

Narasapatam 

Year of foundation 

Dec. 1856 

July, 1857 

Sept. 1857 

Aug. 1861 

April 1863 

Pupils on rolls 

55 

30 

35 

32 

24 

Thus there were 5 Telugu Medium Schools at Anakapalli, Palakonda, 

Chodavaram and Narasapatam with 176 pupils during the period 1856 - 63. 

During the year 1862 - 63 there were 64 Taluk Schools in operation in the 

Madras Presidency, with an attendance of 3,180 pupils. Grouping them 

according to districts, those in the northern districts of Ganjam, Vizagapatam, 

Godavari and Krishna appeared to be the most backward; and those in 

Coimbatore District, the most efficient. ^̂ ^̂  

The Rajah of Vizagapatam began a school in Vizianagaram in 1857 A.D. It 

contained two branches, one for Brahmins and for Kshastriyas and the other for 

boys of other castes. These were amalgamated in 1859. In 1870 a 

matriculation class was opened. In the year 1877 the institution was raised to 

the first grade college. An inscription on the foundation stone of the southern 

extension of the main building shows that this was laid by Lord Wenlock in 

October, 1894. The Rajah was bearing the whole cost of the institution. In 1894 

the cost of maintenance was about Rs. 16,000 per annum. Some 70 youth, 

almost all of them Brahmins were studying in the college.^^^' 
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The Rajahs and zamindars also evinced interest in the spread of education 

during this period. The Rajahs of Vizianagaram were foremost among them. 

They patronised schools at Vizianagaram and Vizagapatam during 1850s.^^^^ 

They were not only instrumental in spreading education but also encouraged 

social reforms, financed the reform movements and helped in creating a new 

consciousness In Andhra. The Rajahs of Bobbili and Parlakhemundi also 

established schools at Bobbili and Parlakhemundi during this period.̂ ^®^ The 

norihem districts of Ganjam, Vizagapatam were most backward.^^^^ But however 

the Vizagaptam district boasts two colleges namely the first grade institutions 

maintained by the Rajah at Vizianagaram and the second - grade Mrs. 

A.V.Narasinga Rao College at Vizagapatam/^"^ 

The Mrs. A.V.Narasinga Rao College originated in a school called "the 

Anglo - Vernacular School" which was founded in 1860 by Mr. Grant, Inspector 

of schools subsequently Sir Alexander Grant, Director of Public Instruction, 

Bombay. In 1878 it was raised to the status of a second - grade college and 

affiliated to the Madras University and its name was then changed to "The Hindu 

College". In 1892 the late Mr.R.A.V. Narasinga Rao of Vizagapatam, who 

married into the Gode family bequeathed a lakh of rupees, besides a building 

fund of Rs. 15,000/- for a college to be called after his wife and managing 

committee of this bequest took over the Hindu College in April, 1899 as a basis 

for the construction of such an institution.^^^^ 

The Hindu College and the College at Vizagapatam contained upper 

secondary departments that were attached to them. They had as many as 450 

boys on their rolls. 

In 1864 an Anglo - Vernacular middle school was founded by Rajah 

Sitarama Krishna Rayadappa Ranga Rao Bahadurvaru. The School was named 
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as Raja's Middle School, Bobbili. The Government recognised the school and 

gave the recognition number 8,700. In the beginning the school was supported 

by the Rajahs and did not receive any aid from the Government. In 1882 Rajah 

Sitarama Krishna Rayadappa Ranga Rao Bahadurvaru was succeeded by his 

adopted son Maharajah Saheb Sri Rao Venkata Swetachalapati Rao. During the 

time of Swetachalapati, the school was raised to a status of a high school and 

was renamed assamsthanam High School, Bobbili. The school was then located 

in the south east corner of the town. At present the school is known as 

Samsthanam High School, Bobbili.^^^^ 

Schools aided and under inspection: Hindu Anglo - Vernacular school, 

Vizagapatam founded in April 1860, ranks with a Zillah School which had 217 

pupils on 31^' August, 1866. Samasthanam school, Vizianagaram founded in 

1859 by the Maharajah and maintained by him, ranks with a Zillah School and 

had 114 pu pils on 3 1 ^ Au gust, 1866. Samasthanam school, Bobbili founded in 

1865 by the Rajah of Bobbili and maintained by him; ranks as an Anglo -

Vernacular school and had 52 pupils on 3 1 ^ August, 1866. The totalnumber of 

pupils under these schools were 383.^^^^ 

The Maharajah subsequently founded a Sanskrit seminary at 

Vizianagaram.^^'^^ There were 12 professors and 50 pupils. The indigent scholars 

were further provided with food and raiment.^^^' 

Hill schools were established in Gumsur and Chinna Kimedy. In 1862 

there were 17 schools out of which one was temporarily closed. The schools had 

attendance of 555 pupils or an average of 33 to each school. The standard was 

very low but much was done as could be expected in schools placed among a 

population only now emerging from a state of barbarism.^^^^ 
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Owing to the unhealthiness of the Hill tracts, there had been great 

difficulty in providing adequate supervision for these schools. Their immediate 

supervision was entrusted to an officer, under the designation of Superintendent 

of Hill schools at rupees 30 per mensem but both the Deputy Inspector of 

schools for the district and the Divisional Inspector were expected to inspect 

them once a year. During the year under review the schools were not visited by 

the Inspector in consequence of his having been obliged to leave his division, on 

urgent private affairs, at the time when the schools should have been inspected; 
ft 

and in the course of the year, two officers who filled the unsatisfactory condition 

of the majority of the schools was attributable partly to these circumastances 

and partly to the insurrections of the khondas, which took place in November 

and December. Eight masters passed the certificates at the last certificate 

examination, under recent orders the Assistant Agent and the Assistant 

Superintendent of Police were to reside on the Hill tracts for a considerable part 

of each year, for supervision. The Schools for the Yanadis were advanced both in 

ordinary school instruction, and in basket making the industrial work pursued by 

the pupils.^"^ 

The working of the grant-in-aid rules issued in January, 1865 may be 

regarded as satisfactory. The number of aided schools rose during the year 

under review from 502, with an attendance of 22, 351 pupils to 876 with an 

attendance of 27,351 pupils and the amount disbursed in grants in aid of the 

current expenses of the schools (Chiefs in aid of the last salaries of the teacher) 

from Rs. 89,802 to Rs. 1,16,876-4-8. These figures, however, include the 

indigenous village schools in the District of Vizagapatam. Since the close of the 

year, sanction was granted for the extension of this system to every district in 

the Presidency and the Director of Public Instruction was requested to recast the 

schedules appended to the grant-in-aid rules, as to make them applicable to 

indigenous schools.^^^^ 
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In Jeypore upto 1866 not even a single school was established/^^^ The 

school which was set on the foot on their first entering was a failure. After 

struggling for some time with neglect and the climate the master who came 

down died.^^°^ A fresh beginning was made by opening a school at Gunupur and 

another at Koraput. The Christian Missionaries rendered valuable service and did 

a considerable amount of spade work for spread of education in this area. They 

earnestly took up the work of educating children and adults. The Schleswing -

Holstein Evangelical Luthern Mission Society of Germany and Jeypore Evangelical 

Luthern Church maintained for some time about 25% of higher elementary and 

12% of lower elementary schools in the district.-^^^ 

There were 12 English Lower Secondary Schools in Vizagapatam District. 

Of these 9 schools were situated at Narasapatam, Yellamanchili, Anakapalli, 

Kasimkota, Chodavaram, Palakonda, Jeypore, Gunupur and Parvathipuram. 

They were kept under the control of local Boards while two schools situated at 

Salur and Bheemilipatam were under the control of Christian missions, the one at 

Vizianagaram was managed privately. In the official records it was shown that 

the schools at Jeypore and Gunupur were specially maintained for aboriginals 

and hill tribes.^^^^ 

In addition to the 12 English Lower Secondary schools, there were also 7 

Lower Secondary Vernacular Schools for girls in different parts of the District.^^^' 

Besides, the Jeypore and Gunupur lower secondary schools 130 Primary 

Schools were established by the Government in the Agency area specially for Hill 

tribes. Of the 2,700 pupils in these schools 30 per cent were reported to belong 

to hill tribes.^^^ 
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In was also reported that Government nniddle schools were functioning at 

Gunupur, Kasimkota and Chodavaram by about this period besides the aided 

middle school at Yellamanchili. By 1875 - 76 there were 1,091 children 

receiving instruction in the 10 secondary schools in the areas now constituting 

the district. Nevertheless, qualitatively speaking, the condition of secondary 

education towards the close of 1870s was very unsatisfactory owing to unhealthy 

rivalry among the schools in the same locality and also due to the indifference of 

people towards the education of their children/^^^ Besides the Government 

maintained two teacher training schools at Vizagapatam and Gunpur to have 

adequate number of trained teachers to work in these schools. Inspite of all 

these efforts, on the part of Government to educate the masses in these hill 

regions there was little changed in the attitude of these hill tribes. It was noticed 

that they attended schools in less numbers compared to other classes and were 

not much interested in studies. They often questioned the use of education and 

how it would earn them food.^^^^ Attempts which were made to implement 

female education were not successful.^^^^ 

As the Hill villages often consisted of a few huts scattered and were distant 

from schools, they could not promote education to a great extent in this area. It 

was noticed that hill school teachers were seldom the best and usually ignorant 

of the Hill languages, which was another drawback. Moreover, inspecting staff 

showed little interest to visit the Hill schools frequently because of various 

difficulties.^^^^ Thus, the efforts of the Government to uplift the area by 

educating the masses was not very fruitful.^^^^ 

During the year 1876-77 famine devested many districts and the disease 

and suffering which preceded it considerably affected the progress of education 

among the people and deterred the Government from taking any further steps in 

the direction of a wider extension of the system of elementary education 
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throughout the country by means of legally constituted agency of Local Fund 

Boards. The renewal of these boards which were available for education was 

partially diverted to sanitary and medical services/"^"^ 

Great difficulty had been experienced regarding the examination of Muslim 

schools. As a tentative measure towards the close of the year sanction was 

accorded for the employment of a Special Deputy Inspector, a Muslim to travel 

over the whole Presidency and to report on all such schools under inspection.^'*^^ 

The number of inspecting officers was raised from 115 to 135. Of these 

officers two were paid from Provincial, six from Municipal funds and the rest by 

Local Fund Boards.̂ '̂ ^^ 

During the year 1876-77 the number of Government middle schools were 

36 and lower schools 257, the total numbering 293. The number of private 

middle schools was 109 and lower schools 302, the total number being 411.^'^^^ 

Besides the schools mentioned above, there were several Jail Schools and 

Army Schools.̂ '*'*^ At the commencement there were 6 elementary Taluk 

Schools. The only elementary taluk school at the close of the year was that of 

Chodavaram. This school for many years was in a languishing state and sanction 

was obtained for its transfer to Yellamanchili.^'*^^ 

There were a few army schools, which hitherto had been generally in a 

more or less unsatisfactory condition. A scheme for their reorganisation was 

sanctioned in 1876 and they were eventually placed under the charge of teachers 

who were being trained in the normal school at Bangalore.^"^^^ 

The number of girls' schools increased and there was an increase in the 

number of girls attending school. In reviewing the report for 1869-70, 
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Government remarked that seven eights of the female education given in this 

presidency was in the hands of the missionary and religious orgnisations. This is 

no longer the case , although the proportions of girls in mission schools is still 

very largeS*^^ 

There had been financial difficulties connected with the working of the 

results grant system. The funds available for aiding results schools were limited. 

The demand for such grants was particularly unlimited.^'^^^ 

In October 1876, the whole question was reviewed by the Government 

and some of the changes recommended were approved. Government requested 

the Director of Public Instruction to revise the rules. In January 1877 the 

Director of Public Instruction submitted a set of rules for results grants, which 

were passed with some modifications.^*^^ 

Education made good progress in the Ganjam Agency during 1877 - 78. 

Of the 18 schools three were favourably mentioned. The total number of Oriya 

Khonda and Sourah boys under instruction was 744 and the outlay upon 

education amounted to Rs. 5,576. In the hill schools so far as elementary 

education were concerned the attainments of many boys compared favourably 

with the schools of the same standard in the plains.^^°^ 

In 1878 a school was about to be opened at Jeypore, the Maharaja have 

promised a salary grant for It. In view of the further development of education 

in the taluks of Gunupur and Rayagada it was proposed to bring them under 

operation of the Local Fund Act.̂ ^^^ The Maharaja of Jeypore had promised to 

pay the salary of a teacher for a school at Jeypore. Maharaja's College was 

opened at Vizianagaram in 1879.̂ ^^^ In 1880 the Jeypore Rajah promised the 

Agent to aid in the establishment of schools at the chief places in his 

territorry.^^^^ 
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The establishment of schools considerably fostered education in the hilly 

and backward tracts of Vizagapatam District. Wood's Despatch promoted 

education in the undeveloped areas and augered well for the future/^'*^ 

Primary Schools in the hill tracts of Vizagapatam District were at 

Rayagada. The annual report of 1884 - 85 furnishes the information that it had 

24 pupils on the rolls at the close of the year against 30 pupils at the close of 

1883 - 84. Besides the above schools 50 schools were examined, but the results 

of the examination were generally unsatisfactory. There were no qualified 

teachers. Hence, there was not much progress in the hill schools.^^^^ 

In 1885 the hill schools were transferred from the Education Department 

to the Agency.^^^^ Education failed to make satisfactory progress though the 

schools in the Principal and Senior Assistant agents divisions were fairly 

attended.^^^^ 

Great difficulty was as usual experienced in obtaining good school masters 

at the present rates of salary and the new educational scheme did not work as 

well as it was expected. The school at Kotapad, revived during 1887 - 88 under 

the influence of intelligent teacher. In the principal assistant agents divisions, 

there were three schools with an average attendance of 70 and in the senior 

assistants division, 62 schools with 1,279 pupils in all.^^^^ During 1888-89 some 

advance was made towards education. At the end of the year there were 19,990 

pupils studying in 89 schools.^^^' 
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Total number of schools and pupils during 1890 - 1900 

S.No. 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

Year 

1890-91 

1894-95 

1895-96 

1896-97 

1897-98 

1898-99 

No. of 
Schools 

133 

971 

101 

160 

176 

178 

Aboriginals 

306 

240 

263 

214 

481 

862 

No. of 
Pupils 

2 ,793 

1,749 

2,497 

3,937 

3,600 

3,740 

Grants 
Sanctioned 

Rs. 

715 

889 

789 

887 

3,963 

4^192(60) 

Every considerable village had its school, where an untrained teacher 

taught the sons of the Brahmin residents, the shopkeepers and some of the 

leading ryots. In the chief town of the various taluks into which the 

Vizianagaram Zamindari is divided, the teachers were paid by the Maharajah, but 

nothing more was attempted than to teach the children to read, write and 

decipher in their own lang uages.̂ ^^^ 
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Sanskrit or Veda Schools numbering 21 and costing Rs. 5000/- annually 

appeared in official returns. Chief among them were those maintained by the 

Rajah at Vizianagaram, in which 60 students were taught at an out lay Rs. 3,000 

and that at Salur in several villages in the District the ancient system of 

imparting instruction in the Vedas still survives. Brahmin teachers received the 

pupils also their houses and supplied them with food and otherwise treated them 

as member of their own family until they reached the requisite stage of erudition, 

and required them, in return, to discharge certain minor duties in the house.^^^^ 

CONCLUSION 

During the IQ''' century the standard of education in Vizagapatam was very low. 

The literacy rate was very miserable in hill areas. Many measures had been 

taken to improve the condition by the Government. Schools in Anakapalli, 

Palakonda, kasimkota, Chodavarm and Narasapatam were started. The Rajahs 

of Vizianagaram, Bobbili, Parlakhemundi also started schools. In these schools^ 

t he Harijans and Girijans were not able to avail the educational facilities due to 

lack of encouragement, economic constraints, and caste prejudices. Most the 

children were left without education. Poor parents were herding their children to 

work either at home or in the fields at their very tender age. Most parents 

questioned the need of education. Thus there was no improvement among the 

suppresed communities to be educated.So a need was greatly felt to educate the 

masses. 
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