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CHAPTER - II 

From the Crown to the Company 

Darjeeling ^ town nestles on a ridge which starts at Ghoom, varying in 

height from 6,500 ft. to 7,866 ft. The ridge may be likened to the letter Y, the 

base resting at Katapahar and Jalapahar while the two arms diverge from the 

Chowrasta, one dipping suddenly to the North East and ending in the Lebong 

Spur, the other running North West passing by the side of the St. Joseph's 

College and finally ending in the valley near Takvar Tea Estate. 

St. Joseph's College Lebong Spur 
North Point North East 
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Katapahar: Jalapahar 

It Is located between 27°. - 13.05" and 26°. 27M0" North latitudes and 

80°. 53.00" and 87°. 59'.30" East longitude, Nepal in the West, Sikkim in the 

North, Bhutan and Bangladesh in the East, it was accesible from the Indian 

side only by the South. Jts area is 4.85 sq. miles. Originally a Sikkimese tract 

full of jungles, hardly inhabited, away from the glare of the world, it fell a victim 

to the growing ascendancy of the Gorkhas who after emerging as the ruling 

power in Nepal were pursuing a conquering career in the late eighteenth century. 



[30] 

I 

But destiny had something else stored for Darjeeling. Along with all the 

territories to the East of the Mechi river and to the West of Teesta river, Darjeeling 

was ceded to the English after the Anglo-Nepalese war of 1814 by the Treaty 

of Sagauli in 1815 signed between the Nepal Darbar and the East India 

Company. The English, however, made over all these territories to the 

Sikkimputtee raja by the Treaty of "Titalya in 1817, which marked the beginning 

of a formal relation between the East India Company and the Raja of Sikkim, a 

relation which in due course was to prove very fateful for both the Raja and the 

British Government. By article I of the treaty the East India Company ceded, 

transferred and made over in full sovereignty to the Sikkimputtee Raja, his 

heirs, successors, all the hilly and the mountain country situated towards the 

East of the Mechi river and to the West of the Teesta river, formerly possessed 

and occupied by the Raja of Nepal but ceded to the East India company by the 

treaty of peace signed at Sagauli. By articles 2 & 3 of the treaty, the Sikkimputtee 

Raja promised to abstain from act of hostility and aggression against the Gorkhas 

or any other state and agreed to refer to the arbitration of the British Government, 

any dispute and question that might arise between his subjects and those of 

Nepal or any other state and to abide by the decisions of the British Government. 

Article 4 enjoined the Sikkim Raja to join the British troops with the whole 

of his military forces when employed in the hills and to afford every aid and 

facility to the British troops. 

By article 5 the. Raja agreed not to permit any British, European or 

American subjects to reside within Sikkim without the permission of the British 

Government and the articles 6,7 & 8 enjoined the Sikkim Raja not to afford 

protection to any defaulters of revenue, to seize and deliver all dacoits that 

might take refugee in Sikkim and to afford protection to merchants and traders 

from the company's provinces. He also agreed that no duties should be levied 

by him on the movemignt of merchandise beyond the territorial boundaries of 

Sikkim. 

In 1827, disputes arose on the Sikkim-Nepal frontiers .and according to 

articles 2 & 3 of the treaty of Titalya, they were referred to the British India 

Government. The Governor-General deputed in 1828 Capt. Llyod and Mr. Grant 

to deal with the disputes and they penetrated into the hills as far north as 
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Rinchinpong in the Kulhait valley of Sikkim. They spent six days in February 

1829' in the old 'Gorkha Station of Darjeeling' and were attracted by its 

advantages not only as a site for sanatorium but also for 'its advantages as a 

centre which would engross all the trade of the country and as a position of 

great strategical improtance'^ 

Mr. Grant reported to the Governor-General the numerous advantages 

of a sanatorium at Darjeeling and indeed he should be held as the originator of 

the idea of Darjeeling's suitability as a sanatorium as Lord Bentinck put it on 

record that 'to the extreme earnestness of the latter (Grant) in commending 

Darjeeling that place would be mainly indebted for any importance into which 

It might hereafter rise'. ^ 

The British interest was now roused and a second survey was made by 

the Deputy Surveyor General Capt. Herbert in early 1830 and again in the 

Company of Mr. Grant. Capt. Herbert's account was equally enthusiastic and it 

was resolved that the British Government should utilise the earliest opportunity 

and open negotiations with the Raja of Sikkim for the cessation of Darjeeling to 

the British Government in return for an equivalent in land or money. ^ 

The 'opportunity' came in 1834 when Capt. Lloyd was asked to enquire 

into the cause of an incursion from Nepal of the Lepchas who had taken refuge 

there from Sikkim. The British intervention forced the Lepcha refugees to retract 

in the Nepalese side of the border. Capt. Lloyd therv met the Raja in February 

1835 and put forward a formal request for Darjeeling offering in exchange an 

equivalent in land or money. The Raja on the following meeting on February 

20th put forward his requests; he asked for an extension of the Western boundary 

of Sikkim, he demanded that Rummoo/Kammoo Pradhan, his tax-collector, 

who had absconded with two years' revenue and some Lepcha chiefs who had 

been seized by the British Government be handed oyer to the Rajah's mercy, 

and lastly he then requested that Dabgong be transferred to Sikkim and Lloyd 

reiterated the reasons for the Government's interest in Darjeeling.* 

On February 25th, in another meeting the Rajah told Lloyd "if his requests 

were complied with, he from friendship would give Darjeeling to the British 

Government, but that his country was a very small one, meaning, I suppose, 

that he could not afford to part with any of it.^ 
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At the same time the Rajah in Darbar delivered a paper to Lloyd with a 

special paragraph on Darjeeling : 

Also if from friendship Debgong from alma (?) Diggee north be 

given to me then my Dewan will deliver to Major Lloyd the grant and agreement, 

under my red seal, of Darjeeling, that he may erect houses thllre which I have 

given in charge of the said Dewan to be so delivered dated 1891, 19th Maug, 

February 25th, 1835.^ 

On February 26th, Lloyd set out for the plains. "The Rajah delivered to 

his officers whom he appointed to accompany me a paper purporting to be a 

grant of Darjeeling to be given to me as soon as his request should be complied 

with." 8 

The original of the first deed must be one of the shortest in documentary 

history "that health may be obtained by residing there, I from friendship make 

an offering of Darjeeling to the Governor General Saheb. 1891, 19th Maug, 

(February 25th, 1835)^ Major Lloyd wrote to the Rajah and enclosed the copy 

of what he conceived the Rajah should write as a grant °̂ of place. He stated 

boundaries as well as he requested him to substitute the paper which the Rajah 

had delivered to his officers by another which would be reasonably clear. There 

was no doubt whatever that when Major Lloyd wrote to the Rajah stating the 

terms in whih he thought the grant should be expressed he considered that the 

grant was to depend entirely on a compliance with the Rajah's requst. For in his 

letter to Mr. Macnaghten dated March 13th 1835, within a few days after he had 

fonA/arded the amended grant to the Rajah, he said "the only thing that now 

remains to be done to fulfill the conditions of obtaining the cession of Darjeeling 

is to give the Rajah Dabgong in exchange for it and to oblige Kummoo Pradhan 

to account for the revenues of the Morung for the last two years." In a further 

letter of March 23rd he reported on both these conditions in a detailed manner 

and reommended the Government to comply with them." In reply, the 

Government refused to comply with the Rajah's request.^^ 

Lloyd once again put fonvard his reasons for giving Dabgong but the 

Council questioned 'the expediency of transferring that tract of country to the 

Rajah of Sikkim.^^ 
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Lloyd still wanted in a letter dated May 25 to persuade the Council to 

transfer Dabjong but in reply to it, the Council sent a premptory order which 

could not be misunderstood : 

'Sir, 

In reply to your letter dated 25th ultimo I am directed to inform you that 

the Honorable Governor General of India in Council judged from your letter that 

the Rajah of Sikkim is not to cede Darjeeling. You are therefore, desired to 

abstain from urging any further negotiation having that object in view.^^ 

This ought to have been the end of the Darjeeling project and the 

sanatorium but it was not so. At the beginning of November the Secretary to 

Government in the Political Department received from Major Lloyd another letter: 

Sir, 

I beg leave to report that in August last the Sikkim Rajah's officers 

forwarded to me the grant of Darjeeling in the form which I had requested him 

to draw it out, in fact, the very paper I had forwarded to him was returned with 

his seal affixed as I had requested he would do so is now in my possession..'^^ 

At the same time he intimated his having made the reference to the 

Rajah and added, 'It seems probable to me that the Rajah will decline resuming 

his grant.' The Rajah's reply was on record, and since it was upon receiving 

this reply that Major Lloyd considered himself at liberty to make use of the 

Deed of grant and to fonA/ard it to Government who thereupon took possession 

of Darjeeling. It was a document deserving of particular attention. The 

circumstances under which it was written if indeed it was written by the Rajah 

should also be considered and a more accurate judgement might have been 

formed of the weight to be attached to it had the tone and language of the letter 

to which it was a reply been made known. It is not clear, whether the letter of 

Lloyd touched upon other matters in which the Rajah's interests were concerned, 

and which were pending at the time under the arbitration of Major Lloyd. There 

was a boundary dispute between Sikkim and Nepal, Major Lloyd was about to 

investigate and settle it. The Rajah's reply was as follows, "Your letter and 

present of a box has reached me, and having been understood has afforded 
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me much pleasure. You write that the vakeels from NepauPhave arrived and 

have been waiting a long time, but that my vakeels have not yet come and you 

wish to know the reasons of this delay, and request that on receipt of your letter 

I would despatch them in order that the boundary of Sidi Kala may be ascertained 

and fixed. You have thus written to me, but I am now sending you both the 

vakeels, and have the goodness to settle firmly the boundary for me, and you 

havel also many times written about Darjeeling, but last year the grant of 

Darjeeling under my red seal was delivered to you through my vakeels and 

there never can be any departure from that by my Government. If you have 

understood it differently I can not help it. Continue to gratify me with information 

of your welfare. I send as a present 3 yards of cochin."^^ 

Lloyd immediately forwarded the precious document with an 

accompanying letter, "The Rajah's letter in reply I have the honour to enclose. 

He means as I understand it, that he makes the grant freely, mentions no 

condition whatsoever and seems to regret that he had been misunderstood, 

fearing that my interpretation of the Rajah's meaning might possibly be erroneous 

I awaited the arrival of his vakeels. They repeatedly assured me that the Rajah 

had no intention whatsoever of attaching conditions his gift, that he had given 

it freely from the friendship he entertained for the Company's Government, and 

it would be disgraceful to him to take it back.^^ In that letter Lloyd expressed the 

hope that the Government might be pleased to send the Rajah a letter of 

acknowledgement and a handsome present in return for his ready compliances 

with the requests of the Government of India. Regarding the transfer of Dabgong 

(Dabgram) no positive decision could be taken. So, in order to assuage the 

feeling of the Sikkim Rajah Lloyd suggested that in his letter the Governor 

General would be doing well to explain why Dabagong could not have been 

transferred and what were the constraints which prevented the British to extradit 

Kummo Pradhan. 

The Government's response was conveyed by the Secretary to the 

Government, Mr. Machaghten, 'As it appears that the transfer has been 

unconditionally made by the Rajah it only remains to consider the best means 

of turning it to the advantage of the British Government. Annexed is a copy of 

the letter written to the Rajah of Sikkim for your information.'^^ 
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Excerpt of the letter of the Governor General to the Raja of Sikkim may 

be quoted to clarify the British position; "my friend -"...Major Lloyd has informed 

me that out of friendship for the, British Government you have made an 

unconditional grant of Darjeeling with a small tract about it for the purpose of 

being used as a sanatorium by the servants and subjects of the Company and 

the Major has fonwarded to me the Deed of gift executed by you in the name of 

the company. 

I am much obliged to you for this proof of your friendship and accept the 

land on behalf of the company for the purpose mentioned in the grant." The list 

of gifts which the Government of India had sent to the Rajah of Sikkim are 

mentioned to enable one to understand how perfunctorily the Raj used to treat 

the Indian rulers. The list makes an interesting reading in the selection of 

commodities to be sent as gift and in the attitude which had gone in the selection 

process. Of all things the British chose to send : (1) a double barrelled gun, (2) 

a pair of superior quality shawl, (3) a pair of inferior quality shawl, (4) One rifle 

and (5) twenty yards of red broad cloth.2° 

The presents mentioned in the list might have been suitable but they 

could hardly be called 'handsome' as Lloyd had suggested. For the Rajah it 

was nothing less than an encapsulated insult. Presumably, it could have sown 

nothing than the seeds for an ever growing hostility. From that time on the 

Rajah kept on writing for his equivalent of the Darjeeling tract and the 

Government at Calcutta had no idea of their obligation which had been imputed 

by the cession of Darjeeling. It is difficult to understand in retrospect why did 

the Rajah execute the deed of transfer while the Governor-General was reluctant 

to comply with his requests. It may be suggested that the Rajah must have 

decided to force the Government's hands by signing the grant they wanted, to 

oblige the Government by granting what he wanted as a quid pro quo, in other 

words.' Oriental ettiquette in its simplest form'! It is also probable that the silence 

of Lloyd frightened him suspecting it to have been occasioned by the 

Government's grave displeasure. So, in order to avoid some inconceivable 

consequences he sent this propitiatory gift, it was also likely that the gift could 

be taken to have a bearing on the border dispute with Nepal which Lloyd had 

investigated and later settled^^ Thus, the occupation of Darjeeling by the British 

was completed in 1835. 
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The dispute between the East India Company and the ruler of Sikkim regarding 

compensation was finally settled by the East India Company agreeing to pay 

annually a sum of Rs. 3,000.00 which was of course enhanced to Rs. 6,000.00 

and even more later. 

With the passage of time the relation had further deteriorated for (i) the Sikkim 

ruler might have felt that he was unjustly treated, (ii) for being deprived of the 

monopoly trade in Sikkim and (iii) for losing slaves who used to migrate to 

Darjeeling to be free British subjects causing economic set back for the Rajah 

and the nobles of Sikkim. This were distinctly reflected in a letter from the Naib 

Dewan of the Raja which said, "The Sikkim Rajah and the Company are cordial 

friends.The Rajah gave a bit of ground at Darjeeling for one house to the 

Company but not a morsel of ground more than that for the house. In future it 

will be best to keep good friends, all that Col. Lloyd promised to do for the 

Rajah has come to naught. We give up hopes on that score and we confirm the 

boundries formerly assigned to the Darjeeling Grant. We shall not prevent people 

from coming to take service at Darjeeling, but if you do not give up the slaves of 

the Maharaja and others of his subjects who come to you, the friendship of the 

Rajah and the Company may be injured. We do not want money compensation 

for Darjeeling, but we desire to appoint Saubahs and Sardars on behalf of the 

Rajah over all the Lepchas, Bhotias, Limboos, slavesand who are and may be 

at Darjeeling. It is necessary that the Superintendent at Darjeeling shall in every 

way agree to the wishes of the Rajah. 

In the event of the Rajah going to war with the Company on account of the 

people of the hills who have settled at Darjeeling, let it be in the plains and not 

at Darjeeling, so that such Rajahs may not take possession of our Darjeeling. If 

the above should not be pleasing to you, nevertheless give upthe people to us 

for friendship sake and give orders to all the people at Darjeeling not to go to 

other countries to entice their subjects. All that the Rajah has written you will 

do, that he has not written do not do, that is, do nothing but what he bids you. 

Give us now some written statement of the nature of the arrangements which 

will hold for the future. If you can not give us satisfaction in our present requisition 
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give us permission to address the Sudder and we will do so, if you do not refer 

us to the Sudder it will pain us and we shall be equally pained if you do not write 

us a satisfactory reply. You are our friends do as may be best for us."" 

It seems that there existed a serious communication gap between the 

Rajah, his officials and Dr. Campbell, the successor of Capt. Llyod who always 

seemed to be annoyed with the former. Dr. Campbell not only gave vent to his 

annoyance but even thought that the Rajah owed his existence as a Ruler to 

the British as he wrote,"...that it (Government) will agree with me in thinking that 

it is time to show him (the Rajah) that the Government to which he owes his 

country and his existence as a Ruler is not indifferent to his persevering 

continuance in careless acts of obstruction to our progress here and bad feeling 

towards us whenever he can manifest it. The following are some of the indications 

of bad feeling which I would recapitulate for the consideration of the Government: 

1. A general disinclination to fulfil the terms of his_treaty with us as regards 
assistance to our police and complying with our demand for surrender of 

criminals. 

2. His refusal to appoint anyone to act for him in defining the Southern 
boundary of the Darjeeling territory still unadjusted. 

3. His constant efforts to deter his subjects from resorting to Darjeeling for 

the purpose of trade and labour. 

4. The absolute hindrance by him to the passage of people of Bootan 

through his territories enroute to Darjeeling. 

5. His refusal to allow us to use some lime deposits in his territory close to 

Darjeeling and his prohibition to his own subjects to supply us with lime as it 

would be of the greatest convenience to us and thus compelling us to import 

this article all the way from Calcutta. 

6. His refusal to allow English gentlemen to travel in his territory. 

7. The obstructions to a trade being formed between Darjeeling and Lhasa 

arising out of his heavy and irregular imposts on the Thibetans and their being 

compelled to come hither and return by the Rajah's residence instead of ... 

more direct routes." ^̂  
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The Government of India in reply asked Campbell to warn the Rajah of 

serious measures if he persisted in his unfriendly ways. ^̂  And so Dr. Campbell 

lost no time to take the Rajah to task and gave him a piece of his mind. He 

wrote to the Rajah, "I have repeatedly during the last five years had occasion to 

advise you on the very imperfect manner in which the duties you own by treaty 

to the British Government have been performed by yourself in some respects 

and in almost all respects by yourfunctioneries in the Morung and in the hills in 

the neighbourhood of Darjeeling...ln 1842 there were great complaints made 

to me by the people of Nepal and by your own subjects trading to Darjeeling, of 

delays and annoyances and irregular money exactions suffered in Sikkim from 

your people and officers. I represented this to you often and then to my own 

Government. The Governor-General expressed his surprise and regret and 

directed me to call upon you to put a stop to them. For a time they ceased, but 

during the last year they have been resumed and robberies have also occured 

greatly to the inconvenience of traders and the detriment of the people of Nepal, 

Sikkim, Bhutan and Darjeeling... The extreme difficulties that exist in procuring 

assistance...our police in pursuit of criminals and in getting compliance with 

demand for the surrender of criminals. 

This very essential portion of your duties is greatly regretted and 

consequently the British officers in the plains bordering Morung experience 

much annoyance from it, while it retards the course of justice and tends to the 

increase of crime... it is believed throughout the hills that you are averse to the 

resort of your subjects to Darjeeling for the purpose of labour and trade and 

that you prevent their doing so. This is very unfriendly, certainly it is injurious to 

you and subjects, as well as to us here, when labour is mucb in demand and 

when articles, not the produce of your Sikkim are readily procurable by your 

people and the produce of your country is in great demand. Your conduct in 

this respect is very different from that of Nepal, the people of which are 

encouraged by their Rulers to come here for their profit and advantage. The 

people of Bhutan also are well disposed to come here to settle and for other 

purposes, but your territory intervenes and you have issued absolute orders to 

your officers to prevent their passage enroute-to Darjeeling, and very often 

when they have ventured to pass through, you have seized and retained their 

cattle and fined and imprisoned themselves and families. This is a stretch of 

authority against which I have often appealed to you in behalf of the Bhutanese, 

but with no good effect."?^ 
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The long extracts which are incorporated in the body of the text is 

understandably suggested by our intention to present the different aspects of 

complications which had arisen subsequent to the Darjeeling grant between 

Raj and the ruler of Sikkim. It is being apologiticaily done, for it might have told 

upon the patience of the reader and for the diagression from the usual research 

strategies. 

The Rajah must have felt insulted and injured and rightly so. After all he 

was a sovereign ruler, though impoverished, nevertheless deserved his due 

respect from an insignificant officer of the Company. A delegation of his officers 

was sent to sort out problems. Dr. Campbell reported the proceedings of the 

meeting along with his own comments to the officiating Secretary of India. He 

wrote that the officers of the Rajah commenced as usual by starting that promises 

made by Col. Lloyd had not been fulfilled. 

1. That he (Lloyd) had promised a grant of land on the plains in lieu of 

Darjeeling. 

2. That he had promised to make good the arrear of revenue due to the 

Rajah in the Morung at the time, the Jerring (Sering ?) Kaji's people took 

possession of it. 

3. That he had promised to make over the principal persons of Jerring's 

party to the Rajah, the first of these promises was conditional <ind could not be 

fulfilled, the two others never were made. This the deputies of the Rajah knew 

full well but I went over the matter once more as the Naib Dewan was anxious 

to be informed on these matters and had not previously heard them explained. 

After this there was a good deal of bye talk between the Deputies and much 

appearance of doubt and hesitation which resulted however in the following 

proposition : "Darjeeling was very near the snowy range. The Rajah went every 

year into Tibet and left his countryof Sikkim without any protection, there was 

firing of guns and drilling of men at Darjeeling, would we remove from Darjeeling 

and take the hill of Nagri instead." 

I was prepared for a good deal of folly and impertinence, but not for this. 

I affected not quite to corhprehend them and said that we had no use for Nagri, 

but if the Rajah wished to grant it to us with Darjeeling I should apply to the 

Government for orders. They deliberately repeated the proposition and then I 

replied that when Nagri, Darjeeling and the whole of Sikkim was taken by us 
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from the Goorkhas we might have kept a part or the whole, we did not do, but 
bestowed on the Sikkim Rajah. He now saw that we had completely settled 
ourselves at Darjeeling and that large sums of money had been expended in It 
by European settlers without any intelligible reasons assigned, they had asked 
for the abandonment of it for a barren hill not suited for a Sanatorium. 

I could not therefore consider this proposition otherwise than dictated by 

hostility and disaffection. They were silent but I was now anxious to satisfy 

myself of the full extent of the requests they had to proffer and if they had 

authority for them. I asked them if they had more to say, they consulted for 

some time and then said, they should like to deliberate by themselves I argeed 

to this and asked them to put their business on paper. After many days a letter 

was delivered to me from them which is annexed. 

4. It will be observed that the letter is artfully worded being contradictory 

and vague, but it can not be concealed that it is most offensive as well as 

insulting and hostile. Infact the commencement of it would cancel the Rajah's 

grant of the Darjeeling territory. 

5. On fully considering it and the... which dictated it, I inforined the deputies 

through my moonshi that it was one of my first duties to see that the Rajah's 

relations with my Government were not damaged without his knowledge, that it 

appeared to me that in their hands they were in great danger and therefore I 

thought that the sooner they returned to the Durbar to report these proceedings, 

the better. 

6. They became alarmed at this result and after two days wished to know 

how they could remedy the wrong they felt they had committed and said they 

desired to receive the money compensation due for Darjeeling. I informed them 

that if they made a written acknowledgement of error and applied for the 

withdrawal of their letter they should have it back and they did so and I did not 

withhold the compensation for I well knew that the announcement of them not 

wanting that was the strongest possible evidence they could give of ill-feeling 

and an intention to keep that feeling up, and I felt that the retention of the 

compensation although it might have been justly enough dose, would have 

afforded them a subject of complaint and this I desired to deprive them of. 

7. After the above settlement I opened on the deputies the subject of your 

letter of March 7th in which I was authorised to communicate the serious 
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displeasure of Government to the Rajah. My further proceedings on this letter 

should be immediately reported. 

8. I have no proof to adduce but I feel a strong conviction that the Sikkim 

Deputies in their proceedings were influenced by disaffection connected with 

the Sikh invasion-their want of information put them however in a false position 

as to time and I do not know that they had any authority for the allusion to the 

Rajahs of Nepal and Bhutan going to war with us and taking possession of their 

Darjeeling, although this was no doubt meant as a covert threat."^^ 

The smouldering anger, the hurt, insults, well phrased rebukes at last 

burst forth and the Rajah arrested Drs. Hooker and Campbell while they were 

travelling in Sikkim in November, 1846. He must have been really sore with Dr. 

Campbell for he wrote to the Governor-General requesting him to replace Dr. 

Campbell with someone 'who will attend to regulations and be friend and give 

no troubles...' The letter reveals a lot of facts that compelled ^ e Rajah to take 

such an extreme measure. He wrote :*After compliments.. In Col. Lloyd's time I 

received a letter from you which stated that the Europeans wanted a place to 

come and live in for change of air which if you give I will attend to your wishes 

and in exchange give you either gold or silver and whatever gentlemen go there 

will give you no trouble, but be in peace with you. For this I gave Darjeeling and 

cared for nothing but friendship of the Governor-General. This you are aware 

of. From the time of Dr. Campbell's arrival at JDarjeeling he has kept up an 

outwardshow of friendship but not in his heart and gives me much trouble. These 

are the particulars : 

From the time of Major Lattubere and the time of Col. Lloyd both parties 

consented to make the boundary of the two countries from the Mechi river, but 

Dr. Campbell did not keep that boundary but gave the Nepalese the land on the 

other side of the Kanchee river, in this way he has attempted to take my country 

by piece-meal taking small bits of land in the terai saying-'l have orders from the 

Governor-General.' Every year I have sent a letter through Dr. Campbell for 3 

years, I have had no reply. Dr. Campbell has acted upon his own authority and 

supressed my letters. 

Once my vakeel without committing any fault was turned out of Darjeeling 

by your order. Last year I sent some merchandise to Darjeeling but Dr. Campbell 

stopped it at the frontier and would not let it enter. In two years I have not 

received any answer in exchange from Darjeeling. Last year Dr. Campbell gave 
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me to understand that it was your wish he should have all an interview which I 

granted. He told me I should have all my affairs settled to my satisfaction but 

though then appearing my friend, he wrote to my discredit. He has not given up 

the truth but caused me great annoyance. 

Dr. Hooker wanted to see Lacheia Lachen but he never informed me of 

it; still out of friendship I let Dr. Hooker go, repaired the bridges, roads giving 

him men to assist him. I would not give order to pass the Chinese and Bhotia 

boundary but I told them to go where they liked in my country Lachein Lachen. 

I gave them presents. He saw the whole of my country. When Dr. Campbell 

came he sent message that he would like to see my country by your order and 

make enquiries. For him I prepared the bridge and road ancTgave him every 

assistance. Once I thought him very friend I sent from Durbar two horses and 

every kind of supply as a present but Dr. Campbell refused to receive them. 

Again they wanted to see Chola and Yania near my place. Last year I had an 

interview, no business was done, this time my health was bad which was cause 

of my not seeing him. 

I sent Dr. Campbell message that if heremained two days I hoped I 

should be well enough to meet him. But he paid no attention to this and did not 

remain a day but went oh to Chola. I thought in my heart the gentleman would 

understand and I sent my vakeel a day's journey with presents to explain. On 

that day he missed them, on the 2nd day, they met, my vakeel offered the 

presents and told them to look over all Sikkim but it would be dangerous to 

cross the Chinese and Bhutia territories so do not cause any trouble to our 

country. 

Dr. Campbell said, I shall report you to Government and they will go to 

war with you. My people did all in their power but Dr. Campbell would not mind. 

I gave him men to assist him on his way to the boundary of Chola. He thrashed 

them most severely. Such treatment is not usual and he has done this contrary 

to orders and in lieu of friendship has treated me badly. From this conduct I am 

greatly distressed, other Rajahs from seeing me give me a bad name. Therefore, 

I request you will not believe Dr. Campbell what he has written or what he may 

write all is false and I beg you to remain my friend. 

This is the case Hooker sahib cannot be allowed to visit the Chinese 

and Bhotiah country, he may look over mine, Dr. Campbell sahib as a friend 

has injured me and spoken ill of you before me. 
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Pray enquire into this and have Dr. Campbell return my country that he 

has taken away together with all my slaves who have runaway and left me, 

have my money in exchange for Darjeeling. Send to Darjeeling a Sahib who 

will attend to regulations, be friend and give no trouble as it was in the days of 

Col. Lloyd. Till your orders arrive I have from necessity detained Dr. Campbell 

in my Durbar. Do not be angry for this, I write this Kharita."^^ 

It is clear from the letter that even if the Rajah was wrorjg in his allegations 

against Dr. Campbell, at least, this much was certain that there was a serious 

difference in the two postures held by Dr. Campbell and the Raja of Sikkim 

which caused misunderstanding, culminating into a crisis. The British took the 

arrest of Drs. Campbell and Hooker seriously and the President of the Council 

wrote a strong letter to the Rajah warning him of serious consequences, even 

to the extent of deprivinc[ him of independence. Referring to the Rajah's letter 

of November 11th, the President pointed out : ^ n the letter which you have 

addressed to the Governor-General you have enumerated several causes of 

complaint against Dr. Campbell. No. excuses what you have done...The British 

Government has ever shown itself most ready to listen to your representations 

and to afford you every proper satisfaction in its dealings...but now that you 

have committed so grievous an offence as that of imprisoning its representatives 

no representation which you may wish to make..can be listened to until you at 

least so far repair the offence of which you have been guilty as immediately to 

release Dr. Campbell and the gentleman who is with him.. This course, I trust, 

you may have been induced to follow long before you can receive this letter for 

it is the only course which can afford you any hope of obtaining the pardon of 

the British Government for the serious offence which you have given to it, but if 

you delay to do this, you may be certain that you will incur some serious mark 

of the displeasure of the Government and you will even hazard the life(of the 

people) of your territories. For this Government by whose power the 

independence of Sikkim was secured in 1815 will never permit that territory to 

be held by one who disregards treaties and the duties of friendship and who 

continues after solemn warning to detain in confinemnent the person of its 

representative. I can not suppose for a moment that you will do any personal 

injury to the gentlemen now in your power. Such act would cover you with 

eternal infamy and would bring upon you the most terrible consequences for 

you. May be most certain that the British Government would averge any such 

act of violence in the most speedy and effectual manner and would hold you 

answerable with your life for the life of the British representatives."^^ 
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The poor Rajah was being treated so shabbily that he was sent another 

threatening letter even from the officiating Superintendent of Darjeeling, Capt. 

Byug. He wrote to the Rajah that he had fonwarded his letter to his Lordship 

and added. "In the meantime I demand that you forthwith release and send to 

Darjeeling Drs. Campbell and Hooker under a guide, if you please, but at all 

events with care and decency, above all, I warn you to do thern no personal 

violence for if a hair of their heads be injured you shall pay a fearful penalty."^' 

The British authorities did not stop at that; urgent messages passed 

between authorities to be in a state of preparedness for any eventuality. In 

deed, from the nature of communications it seemed that the British were going 

to be engaged in a major conflict. The SecretaryJo the Government of India 

wrote to the Magistrate of Purnea, "I am directed by the Honourable the President 

in Council to request that immediately on the receipt of this despatch you will 

cause all the disposable men of the detatchment of Hill Rangers now on duty at 

Purneah, or on instation duty at Titalyah and on the Bhutan Frontier to march to 

Darjeeling equipped for service."3° 

In an another communication the Officer commanding the Hill Rangers 

at Bhagalpur was requested to order the whole of the men of the Hill Rangers 

under his command, available at the Head Quarter of the Corps at Bhagalpur, 

not, however, exceeding 200 Rank and File to march fully equipped for service 

under command of a European commissioned officer towards Darjeeling with 

the least practicable delay.^^ 

In the mean time, Dr. Campbell managed to sneak out a letter to his 

wife, which in fact, contained his apprehension about Capt. Byug's moves, 

besides tips to be followed by the authorities at Darjeeling. He wrote, "We are 

so narrowly watched that we can not get any information or rather any good 

information of what is intended by these strange people, but we conclude that 

something has been done at Darjeeling which has induced them to resolve a 

further delay. If Capt. Byug has entered into correspondence with the Durbar, it 

is fatal to our prospect of release. In the first place he has no authority to 

correspond with them and they know this. 

Second, if he had now that they acted in this way, no written 
communication not having the weight of Government sanction would in any 
way affect them while they will take advantage of being allowed to correspond, 
to gain delay. 
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I will continue my own efforts for some time yet, before putting the matter 

in the hands of Government. Send Byug this note. 

A firm face of protection must be kept up at Darjeeling, this may be 

taken for precaution in Sikkim and if so, so much the better. 

I hope most sincerely Byug has not written to the Rajah and will not, 

unless it was or be to say that my return to Darjeeling must precede anything 

whatever being said or done in this affair."^^ '^ 

In yet another letter written to his wife. Dr. Campbell has given a plan of 

action almost in detail which threw light on his understanding of the situation as 

well as his apprehension about Capt. Byug. He said, "...of course my notes to 

you are meant for Byug and Hodgson. I wrote on 23rd, 25th, 27th and repeat 

contents each time till I hear of receipt of some one note. Protect Darjeeling 

and all its communications, enrol as many Hill people, Lepchas, Bhotiahs and 

Subbas with Sirdar as may be necessary. Get up Bakolia and Titalya guards. 

Detain or get back Europeans. Apply for wing of a Regiment for protection of 

Darjeeling. Have no correspondence with Sikkim Rajah except to say-'release 

the gents and then whatever you have to say shall be attended to.' 

Report to Government. Believe not a word said by Sikkimites or written 

by Sikkim Rajah, if you do and act on either you will protract our detention. No 

officers should come into Sikkim without a full escort of 100 men and his 

communication must be fully maintained along the whole line. A letter should 

precede such party directly that its sole and whole object was to join the 

Superintendent and that it would return to Darjeeling having done so. 

No party should come without 2 European officers at least. I was captured, 

bound and tortured to make me write from dictation-this failed and then a 

complaint was made against me by the Rajah. Hooker was imprisoned also-40 

followers do. Many are still at stacks and chains. We have been barbariously 

and insominously treated throughout. I shall have been at Darjeeling but for 

letters of 19th to Rajah, at least I firmly believe to send me translation of any 

letter to Sikkim Rajah without knowledge of what is done at Darjeeling. We are 

altogether helpless. They are now awaiting a second letter there, when it comes 

I may have an interview. Meanwhile nothing whatever is doing towards our 

release. Correspondence from Darjeeling gives our detention a sanction in their 

eyes. If Government follows the same course while we are prisoners our time is 

without a limit that I can see."" 
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It was perhaps after this note from Dr. Campbell that Capt. Byug, the 

author of November 19th letter, was asked in a letter to hand over the charge to 

Mr. C.H. Lushington who was deputed for this purpose until the return of Dr. 

Campbell. ^̂  Dr. Campbell informed Lushingtonjhat along with him and Dr. 

Hooker thirty other British subjects had been seized and held prisoner by orders 

of the Sikkim Rajah and detained by him.'' 

Amidst these activities, perhaps good sense prevailed upon the Rajah, 

and perhaps knowing about the British preparations to get Drs. Campbell and 

Hooker released, he thought it wise to release his prisoners before it was too 

late. The good news of their release was conveyed to the Secretary to the 

Government of India by Lushington, who confirmed their safe arrival at 

Darjeeling, on 23rd November night.^ However the British authorities did not 

spare the Rajah and a small punitive force entered Sikkim and remained on the 

north bank of the Great Rungeet for a few weeks. The most important punitive 

measure that was taken was the withdrawal of the grant of Rs. 6,000 and the 

annexation of the terai and the portion of the Sikkim hills bounded by the Rummu 

and the Great Rungeet on the north, by the Tiesta on the east, and Nepal 

Frontier on the west. The area annexed was 640 sq. miles in extent." 

Immediately after the annexation of the terai the southern portion was placed 

under Purnea District, but the inhabitants did not like this. Therefore, the whole 

area was attached to Darjeeling. The annexation brought about a significant 

change in the relation between Sikkim and the British. Previously, the Darjeeling 

district was an enclave in Sikkim territory and to reach it the British had to pass 

through a country acknowledging the rule of a foreign, though dependent Rajah. 

After the annexation British territory in Darjeeling became continuous to the 

British districts of Purnea and Rangpur in the plains, and the Sikkim Rajah was 

cut off from access to the plains except through British territory.'® 

For some years after the annexation relations were not disturbed, but 

raids on British territory later commenced and British subjects were carried off 

and sold as slaves or detained in Sikkim. The Rajah, now 80 years old, had 

retired to Chimbi in Tibet leaving the Government to Dewan Namgay. When 

negotiations failed for the release of the British subjects taken away by the 

Sikkimese, it was decided by the British authorities to take possession of the 

portion of Sikkim, north of the Ramam and west of the Great Rungeet, until 

British subjects were released, offenders handed over, and a security obtained 
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against a recurrence of similar offences. With this object in mind, Dr. Campbell 
with a small force of 160 rank and file crossed the Ramam in November 1860, 
and advanced as far as Rinchinpong. But he was attacked and forced to fall 
back on Dareeling. Later, Col. Gawler, with Sir Ashley Eden, as envoy and 
specific Commissioner moved with artillery and a force of 2,600 men and entered 
Tumlong, the capital of Sikkim in March 1861. The Dewan fled and the Raja 
abdicated in favour of his son, with whom a treaty was signed on March 28th, 
1861 .̂® The Rajah of Sikkim expressed his sincere regret for the misconduct of 
his servants and subjects, his determination to do all in his power to obviate 
future misunderstanding; and his desire to be again admitted into friendship 
and alliance with the British Government. Thus, the frontier tr©i4|3les with Sikkim 
finally came to an end, however, it remained elsewhere. 

Along their long frontier with India the Bhutanese were responsible for a 
series of incursions in which property was plundered, lives taken and many 
innocent persons carried off into captivity. In 1862, news came that the 
Bhutanese were preparing to make an attack on Darjeeling, in view of this, the 
British troops were hurried up from Dinajpore to restore confidence there. This 
was followed by the despatch of a special mission in 1863 to Bhutan, under Sir 
Ashley Eden, to settle differences and obtain the restoration of plundered 
property. The mission failed as the British envoy was compelled by threats to 
sign a document giving up all claims to the Bhutan. Duars on the Assam frontier. 
He was treated with indignity and only with difficulty in April 1864 he succeeded 
in leaving Punsakha by night and returning to Darjeeling.^" Negotiations 
continued fruitlessly, and the Government of India decided to annex the Bengal 
Duars and such hill territory as might be necessary to prevent Bhutanese 
incursion into Darjeeling district or the plains south of Bhutan. Small expeditions 
were sent into Bhutan in the winter of 1864. These met with very little opposition 
and the operations were terminated when in November 1865, the treaty extracted 
from Sir Ashley Eden was replaced by a fresh one, by which what is now the 
Kaiimpong sub-division as well as the Bhutanese Duars and passes leading 
into the Bhutan hills, were ceded to the British in return for an annual subsidy.'•̂  
The Kaiimpong area was first notified as a sub-division under the Deputy 
Commissioner of the Western Duars district, but in 1866 it was transferred to 

the district of Darjeeling. This was the last addition to the district which reached 

Its present dimensions. The year 1866, thus, marked an epoch in the history of 
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the district. Peace was then established within and on its borders and 

development, which had been considerable inspite of initial difficulties and 

interruptions caused by political disturbanses, now proceeded with more certainty 

and momentum."^ 

Ill 

British occupation of the hill station sites at Simla, Ooty, Nalnital, 

Mahabaleshwar, etc., had been accompanied by separate stories of Raj 

asserting itself in its own imperial interest and the local hill people having 

succumbed after protest. But the story of the occupation of Darjeeling had so 

much misunderstanding, obstinacy and consequent refusal to entertain the other 

voice being thrown around it that it can be treated as an unique chapter in the 

endeavour of the Raj to expand towards the hill&T-

The British in their enthusiasm to occupy Darjeeling did not try to 

understand at the first instance as to what was the implication of the Grant. 

They took it for being gifted out unconditionally to the British. Holding such a 

position obviously would have helped them to subvert all future designs of the 

Sikkim ruler to reclaim the land than by accepting the conditions imposed by 

the ruler of Sikkim. Sikkim's position being stated in the background of Sikkim 

being weak and that the land occupied by the Nepalese during Nepal-Sikkim 

war being restored to them by the British lacked that element of assertion 

which would have normally interlaced correspondance relating to important 

issues like transfer of territory. What had been interesting in the entire episode 

was that even if the Governor-General was unwilling in the occupation of the 

land for failling to respond positively to the conditions of the Raja of Sikkim, the 

underdog had persisted. And they had eventually succeeded in entrapping 

their superior authorities to be involved in a clandstine transaction. Sikkim's 

attitude was determined by the Sikkimese tradition that the Raja of Sikkim could 

not have alienated land. Because the ownership of land was a debatable 

question at point of time, majority subscribing to the view that land was held 
communallytiy the Sikkimese. This situation had arisenout of the social condition 

which used to prevail in Sikkim then in which the concept of individual proprietory 

right was not found to have struck roots. Among the Lepchas and the immigrant 

Tibetans, the Lepchas always treating the Namgyal family which 
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was ruling as usurpers of power. The migrant Tibetans being the minority their 

social support structure was considerably weakened the withdrawal of the 

Lepcha support. Though the occassional incidents of horizontal elitist mobility 

across cultural streotypes between the Buddhist immigrant Tibetans and the 
Lepchas professing animistic religion had been noticed, it coulH be said to be 
inadequate to integrate the Tibetans with the local Lepcha society. -So the 
differences in leadership role perceptions and expectations, the two societies 
found to be placed at different stages of the civilizational scale also determined 
their relationship with the land. Under the circumstances what the Sikkim King 
could have done on the land question was to confine the proprietory authority 
only to usufructuarage while signing the Darjeeling Grant the question of 
transferring usufructuarage was the only question that could have had any 
significance. Since the East India Company could not be held as a Sikkim 
subject so the financial loss which the Sikkim Government was likely to suffer 
was sought to be compensated by the proposal or a qued pro quo."*̂  

Incidently it may be meRtioned that at no point of tim.e Darjeeling was a 

part of Nepal and in the entire course of Gorkha expansion into this territory it 

was held to be a Sikkimese territory which the Gorkhas intended to occupy 

forcefully. From 1786 to 1816 in all Gorkha raids on Darjeeling until the matter 
was settled in the treaty of sagauii in 1816 Nepal invaded Sikkim but it was 
never found to have sought to establish its claim on Darjeeling as a part of 
Nepal. Just as it was in the Sikkim hills on Sikkim terai which was commonly 
known as Morung then attempts of Nepali expansion had been noticed though 
it was all but temporary and was quickly stopped by the British interventions.'*^ 
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35. Dr. Campbell to C.H.Lushington, Officiating Superintendent of Darjeeling, 

Letter No. 13, Namten, December 19th, 1849. The list of British subjects held 

prisoners by the Rajah of Sikkim are as follows : 



[54] 

Name Remarks 

Illegible 

2. Anem 

3. Nurkoo 

4. Seetaram 

5. Emambux 

6. Rajbul 

7. Topi 

8. Mendok (Menook ?) 

9. Numboo 

lO.Pakshek 

II.Dublang 

12.Chutray(?) 

13.Nani(?) 

14.Ba(u)rebo 

15.Munbal(?)Sing 

16.Pakshok(?) 

17.Tantook(?) 

IS.Burchas brothen(?) 

19.Pachoong 

20.Numbus Limboo Cooli 

21.John Hoffman 

22.RujubAlli 

23.Runglal 

24.Ayook 

25.Chumgi 

26.Tungri 

Sardar of Superintendent's colies 

imprisoned at Chunmak, November 7th, put 
in thestreks at Tamlung, November 10th 

(1849) 
Chupprassee of Superintendent's office 

Do 

Detained with Superintendent 

Do 

Do 

Lepcha porter 

Lepcha coolie 

Sardar of Hooker's coolies imprisoned at 

Tamlung, November 13th (1849) 

Do 

Plant collector 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Do 

Do 

Lepcha coolie 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Detained with Hooker 

Do 

Do 

Lepcha coolie 

Do 

Do 
8. Limboo coolies of Superintendent 'coolies, the names can be procured 
from Juggra Sirdar Darjeeling;4 Lepcha coolies of Superintendent's names at 
present unknown, total-30. 
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36. From C.H.Lushington, Officiating Superintendent of Darjeeling to F.I. 
Halliday, Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Political, No. 432, 
Darjeeling, December 24th, 1849, Fort William, Collection of December 29th 
1849, No. 306, p. 514. 

37. Dash, A. J. Bengal District Gazetteers : Darjeeling, Alipur, 1947, P. 39. 

38. Ibid p. 40. 

39 Thetreatyof 1861, General P.V., March, 1863 : 53, Political Department, 

No. 23, p.8. 

The Treaty, Covenant, and Agreement entered into by the Honourable 
Ashley Eden, Envoy and Special Commissioner on the part of the British 
Government In virtue of full powers vested in him by the Right Honourable 
Charles Earl Canning, Governor-General in Council, and by His Highness 
Sekeong Kuzoo, Maharaj^ of Sikkim, on his own part. 

Whereas the continued depredations and misconduct of the officers and 
subjects of the Maharajah of Sikkim and the neglect of the Maharajah to afford 
satisfaction for the misdeeds of his people, have resulted in an interruption for 
many years past of the harmony which previously existed between the British 
Government and the Government of Sikkim and have led ultimately to the 
invasion and conquest of Sikkim by a British Force and whereas the Maharajah 
of Sikkim has now expressed his sincere regret for the misconduct of his servants 
and subjects his determination to do all in his power to obviate future 
misunderstanding; to do all his desire to be again admitted into friendship and 
alliance with the British Government, it is hereby agreed as follows : 

All previous Treaties made between the British Government and the 

Sikkim Government are hereby formally cancelled. . 

The whole of the Sikkim Terriotry now in the occupaiion of British Forces 
is restored to the Maharajah of Sikkim and there shall henceforth be peace and 
amity between the two States. 
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The Maharajah of Sikkim undertakes, so far as is within his power, to 

restore within one month from the date of signing this Treaty all public property 

which was abandoned by the Detachment of British Troops at Rinchinpoong. 

IV 

In indemnifications of the expenses incurred in 1860 by the British 

Government in occupying a portion of the Territory of Sikkim as a means of 

enforcing just claims which had been evaded by the Government of Sikkim and 

as compensation to the British Subjects who were pillaged and kidnapped by 

subjects of Sikkim, the'^ikkimese Government agrees to pay to the British 

Authorities at Darjeeling the sum of Rs. 7,000/- Seven thousand in the following 

manner instalments, that is to say : 

May, 

Nov. 

May, 

1st, 1861 ~ 

1st, 1861 

1st 1862 

1,000/-

3,000/-

3,000/-

As security for the due payment of this amount it is further agreed that in 

the event of any of these instalments not being duly paid on the date appointed, 

the Government of Sikkim shall make over to the British Government that portion 

of its Territory bounded on the south by the river Rumam; on the east by the 

Great Rungeet to the Singaleelah range including the Monasteries of Tassiding, 

Penionchi, and Changacheling and on the west by the Singaleeiah Mountain 

Range, and the British Government shall retain possession of this Territory and 

collect the revenue thereof until the full amount with all expenses of occupation 

and collection and interest at 6% per annum are realised. 

V 

The Government of Sikkim engages that its Subjects shall never again 

commit depredations on British Territory or kidnap or otherwise molest British 

Subjects. In the event of any such depredation or kidnapping taking place the 

Government of Sikkim undertakes to deliver up all persons engaged in such 



[57] 

practice as well as the Sirdars or other con conniving at or benefitting thereby. 

VI 

The Government of Sikkim will at all times seize and deliver up any 

criminals, defaulters or other delinquents, who may have taken refuge within its 

Territory on demand being duly made in writing by the British Government 

through their accredited Agents. Should any delay occur in complying with such 

demand the police of Briti;^h Government may follow the person whose surrender 

has been demanded into any part of the Sikkim T,©Ffitory, and shall, on showing 

a warrant duly signed by the British Agent, receive every assistance and 

protection in the prosecution of their object from the Sikkimese officers. 

VII 

In as much as the late conduct misunderstanding between the two 

Governments, have been mainly fomented by the acts of the ex-dewan 

Namguay. The Government of Sikkim engages that neither the said Namguay 

nor any of his blood relations shall ever again be allowed to set foot in Sikkim, 

or to take part in the councils of, or hold any office under the Rajah or other 

Rajah's family at Choombi. 

VIII 

The Government of Sikkim from this date abolishes all restrictions on 

travellers and monopolies in trade between the British Territory and Sikkim. 

There shall henceforth be a free reciprocal intercourse and full liberty of 

commerce between the subjects of both countries. It shall be lawful for British 

subjects to go into any part of Sikkim for the purpose of trade or travel and the 

subjects of all countries shall be permitted to reside in and pass through Sikkim, 

and to expose their goods for sale at any place and in any manner whatever 

except as hereinafter provided. 

IX 

The Government of Sikkim engages to afford protection to all travellers, 

merchants, or traders of all countries whether residing in, trading in, or passing 

through Sikkim. If any merchant, traveller, or trader, being a European, British 

subject, shall commit any offence contrary to the laws of Sikkim, such persons 

shall be punished by the representative of the British Government resident at 
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Darjeeling and the Sikkim Government will at once deliver such offender over 

to the British Authorities for this purpose and will on no account detain such 

offender in Sikkim or any pretext or pretence whatever. All other British subjects 

residing in the country to be liable to the laws of Sikkim but such persons shall 

on no account be punished with loss of limb, or maiming or torture, and every 
case of punishment of a British subject shall be atonce reproted to Darjeeling. 

No duties or Fees of any sort shall be demanded by the Sikkim 

Government or any person or persons on account of goods exported into th« 

British Territories from Sikkim or imported into Sikkim from the British Territories. 

XI 

On all goods passing into or out of Thibet, Bootan or Nipal, the 

Government of Sikkim may levy duty of Customs, according to such a scale as 

may from time to time be determined and published without reference to the 

destination of the goods, provided, however, that such Duty shall on no account 

exceed 5% on the value of the goods at the time and place of the levy of duty. 

On the payment of the Duty aforesaid, a pass shall be given exempting such 

goods from liability to further payment on any account whatever. 

XII 

With the view to protect the Government of Sikkim from fraud on account 
of under valuation for assessment of Duty, it is aggreed that the Custom officers 
shall have the option of taking over for the Government any goods at the value 
affixed on them by the owner. 

XIII 

In the event of the British Government desiring to open out a road through 

Sikkim with a view of encouraging trade, the Sikkim Government will raise no 

objection there, and will afford every protection and aid to the party engaged in 

the work. If a road is constructed the Government of Sikkim undertakes to keep 

it in repair and to erect and maintain suitable travellers' rest houses throughout 

its route. 
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XIV 

If the British Govenment desires to mate either a Topographical or 
Geological survey of Sikkim, the Sikkim Government will raise no objection to 
this being done, and will afford protection and assistance to the officers employed 

in this duty. 

XV 

In as much as many of the late misunderstanding, had foundation in the 

Custom which exists in Sikkim of dealing in slaves, the Government of Sikkim 

binds itself from this date to punish severely any person trafficking in human 

beings, or seizing persons for the purpose of using them as slaves. 

XVI 

Henceforth the subjects of Sikkim may transport themselves without 

hindrance to any country to which they wish to remove in the same way the 

Government of Sikkim has authority to permit the subjects of other countries 

not being criminals or defaulters to take refuge in Sikkim. 

XVII 

The Government of Sikkim engages to abstain from any acts of 

aggression or hostility against any of the neighbouring states which are allies 

of the British Government. If any disputes or questions arise between the people 

of Sikkim and those of neighbouring states, such disputes or questions shall be 

referred to the arbitration of the British Government and the Sikkim Government 

agrees to abide by the decision of the British Government. 

XVIII 

The whole Military Forceof Sikkim shall join and afford every aid and 

facility to British Troops when employed in the Hills. 

XIX 

The Government of Sikkim will not cede or lease any portion of its Territory 

to any other state without the permission of the British Government. 

XX 

The Government of Sikkim engages that no armed Force belonging to 

any other country shall pass through Sikkim without the sanction of the British 

Government. 
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XXI 

Seven of the criminals whose surrender was demanded by the British 
Government having fled ~from Sikkim and taken refuge in Bootan, the 
Government of Sikkim engages to do all in its power to obtain the delivery of 
these persons from the Bootan Government and in the event of any of these 
men again returning to Sikkim, the Sikkim Government binds itself to seize 
them and make them over to the British Authorites at Darjeeling without delay. 

XXII 

With a view to the establishment of an efficient Government in Sikkim 
and to the better maintenance of friendly relations with the Government, the 
Rajah of Sikkim agrees to remove' the seat of his Government from Thibet to 
Sikkim and reside there for nine months in the year. It is further agreed that a 
Vakeel shall be accredited by the Sikkim Government, who shall reside 
permanently at Darjeeling. 

XXIII 

This Treaty, consisting of twenty-three Arcticles, being settled and 
concluded by the Hon'ble Ashley Eden, the British Envoy and His Highness 
Sekeong Kuzoo, Sikkimputtee Maharajah at Tumloong, that is 28th day of March, 
1861, corresponding with 17th Dao Neepo 61, Mr. Eden has delivered to the 
Maharajah copy of the same in English with translation in Nagri and Bhootiah 
under the seal and signature of the said Hon'ble Ashley Eden and His Highness 
the Sikkimputtee Maharajah and the Sikkimputtee Maharajah has in like manner 
delivered to the said Hon'ble Ashley Eden another copy also in English with 
translation in Nagri and Bhootiah, bearing the seal of His Highness and the 
said Hon'ble Ashley Eden. The Envoy engages to procure the delivery to His 
Highness within six weeks from this date of a copy of this Treaty duly ratified by 
His Excellency, the Viceroy and the Governor-General of India in Council, and 
this Treaty shall in the meantime be in full force. 

Signed-Ashley Eden 

Envoy (Seal) 

Signed Canning 

Seal 

Persian Signature 
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Ratified by His Excellency the Viceroy and the Governor ueneral of India in 

Council at Calcutta on the 16th day of April, 1861. 

(Signed) C.U. Aitchison 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 
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