
CHAPTtlR-IV 

MAKIxMG OF A MODi::RN RULxJK : NRIP£NDRA_NARAYAN 

With t h e c o m p l e t i o n of t h e p e r i o d of t r a n s i t i o n , a t t e m p t s 

were m.ade by t h e Company t o i n f u s e modern i n n o v a t i o n s in Cooch 

3 e h a r S t a t e a f f a i r s and t o t h i s e f f e c t t h e Company's i n t e n t i o n 

was t o c a t c h h o l d of t h e m i n o r N r i p e n d r a Narayan t h r o u g h whom 

t h e B r i t i s h m i s s i o n c o u l d be s a t i s f i e d . 

N r i p e n d r a N a r a y a n , t h e b e l o v e d son of Mahara j a N a r e n d r a 

N a r a y a n , b o r n on O c t o b e r 4 , 1362 , was sworn i n t o t h e t h r o n e 

when he was n e a r i n g t h e c o m p l e t i o n of h i s f i r s t y e a r of a g e . 

But t h i s s i g n i f i c a n t e v e n t d i d n o t t a k e p l a c e i n a smooth 

m a n n e r . Maharanee N i s t a r i n i Devi d e s i r e d t o p l a c e h i s nephew ^ 

Kumar J a t e e n d r a Narayan t o t h e t h r o n e i n s t e a d of N r i p e n d r a 

N a r a y a n , s i n c e t h e l a t e r ' s s u c c e s s i o n r i g h t was b e i n g 
/ 

2 
questioned on the ground that Nripendra Narayan, was the son 

of a lady whom Haja Narendra Narayan married through the 
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Gundharba system of marriage , In such controversies on the 

question of succession to the throne the other Maharanees of 

the State sought the help of the British Indian authority to 

preserve the privileges and the dignity of Nripendra î Iarayan 

4 
as the Raja . 

The request of the Maharanees v/ere heeded and the 

Lieutenant Governor of Bengal recognized the claim of ^^Iripen-

dra Narayan as the leg i t imate son of the deceased Maharaja ^ 

Narendra Narayan , He, however, imposed the condition tha t 

the t i t l e of "Maharaja" would be conferred upon him (Nripendra 

Narayan) a f t e r he a t t a i n s majori ty . 

Admittedly the Br i t i sh did not give even a second thought 

while they t i l t e d t h e i r balance in favour of Nripendra Narayan, 

I t should be noted tha t the s e l ec t i on of Nripendra Narayan as 

the leg i t imate h e i r t o the throne has been a c l ea r deviat ion 

from t h e i r e a r l i e r p o l i c i e s when the question of succession : 

came t o the fore at a c r i s i s . For example, the Company had 

chosen Shibendra Narayan by depriving Rajendra Narayan of h i s 
7 

l eg i t ima te claim . This only reveals t ha t the Br i t i sh hardly 

had a cons i s ten t pol icy in t h i s regard. Instead the Br i t i sh 

po l icy in r e l a t i o n t o the throne of Cooch Behar had been 

decided according t o the time and s i t u a t i o n and d i r ec t ed t o 

the Br i t i sh imper i a l i s t i n t e r e s t s . 
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The r e s t r i c t i o n s on conferring the t i t l e "Maharaja" / 

expresses the Br i t i sh in tent ion t o dominate the regime with -̂  

t h e i r f u l l e s t con t ro l . F i r s t l y , the t r a n s i t i o n a l period of 

i^ripendra Marayan frcJm his minori ty t o the time of his gain

ing majority would be the harves t ing ground for the B r i t i s h . 

Secondly, the Br i t i sh did not leave any scope of loosing 

t h e i r fo:)t hold over Gooch Behar and thus the conferring of 

the t i t l e of "Maharaja" t o Nrioendra Narayan was deferred. 
\y 

The Br i t i sh government of India immediately took steps t o 

p ro tec t the "Raj" of a toddler and sent Colonel Haughton as 
3 

the Commissioner of Cooch Behar . The Br i t i sh , thus , wanted 

t o br ing change in every a f f a i r of State l i f e under the d i rec t 

sponsorship of the Commissioner on behalf of the Government of 

India a t the time when Nripendra ^^arayan was a minor. Ihe 
/wanted 

changes the B r i t i s h / t o br ing in Gooch Behar, are t r u e l y 
revealed from the l e t t e r which reads : 

" . . . the f i r s t duty of t h i s off icer would be t o s c r u t i 

nize most ca re fu l ly each Department of the State Government. 

The pol ice wi l l claim h i s e a r l i e s t a t t e n t i o n . I bel ieve the 

present force is e n t i r e l y underpaid. I t may with advantage be 

a t once organised upon the foot ing of our new pol ice . . . . 

The cour ts of I«aw and J u s t i c e wi l l next demand a t t e n t i o n . 

Report apeaks a l l of these Ccurts which are conducted on the 

model of our own . . . . Ln f a c t , under the system an indepen

dent adminis t ra t ion of j u s t i c e was simply impossible, the Judge 
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beina l i ab l e to removal a t any moment through the in t r igues 

of any powerfal person . . . . I recommend the loan of a 

p r inc ipa l oudder A]Trrie_n and a few subordinate off icers from 

the Br i t i sh Government. The Regulations and Acts of Govern

ment arhi, I bel ieve the ordinary guides of the ex i s t i ng Courts. 

The revenue of the State i s more than s u f f i c i e n t for i t s wants 

- the re fore , no increase of taxa t ion should be allowed, but 

for the benefi t of the people. . . . I would r^carunend tha t a 

separa te arrangement from surplus revenue made yearl-/ for the 

expenses of not only maintaining an educat ional establishment 

su i t ed t o the wants of the country, but a l s o for public 
9 

works" . 

The l e t t e r is of immense value , on the os tens ib le ground 

t h a t the Government's in t en t ion t o modernize Gooch Behar, 

along i n t e r a l i a , pol ice and m i l i t a r y admin i s t ra t ion , the 

s e c u r i t y of the adminis t ra t ive s t a f f and management of court 

and e n t i r e legal system, revenue admin i s t ra t ion , stopp-ing 

unnecessary over imposition of t axa t i on on the sub jec t s , 

educat ional system and s o c i e t a l a f f a i r s . Accordingly, the 

Commissioner had been en t rus t ed with the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 

car ry ing out the d i r ec t i ve s intended t o be implemented by the 

B r i t i s h Government in Co'och Behar" . 

The Br i t i sh Government not only assumed the respons ib i - v 

l i t y of maintaining the a f f a i r s of the s t a t e but a t the same 
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time had taken special care t o educate the infant Raja accord

ing t o the modern l ine of thought . Admittedly, the Br i t i sh 

choice 6f imparting modern education t o the young Raja was not 

without some motive. F i r s t l y , by educating the Raja in the 

Br i t i sh l ine of thought and making him imbibe modern ideas the 

Br i t i sh hope t o project the grown up Raja as the symbol of 

loya l ty and a l legiance ,y Secondly, a matured, p o l i t i c i z e d 

Raja, or iented t o modern i^uropean cu l tu re could best serve for 

reformina his t r a d i t i o n - r i d d e n and age-old soc ie ty . This had 

been the policy of the B r i t i s h Government in r e l a t i o n t o the 

other pr incely States a l s o and exemplifies the imper ia l i s t 

"One Charge Theory" which connotes the Br i t i sh supremacy over 

the princes in a s ingle l i n e of control and canmand . ^ 

Thus the Br i t i sh gave much importance t o the nature of 

education t o be imparted t o him from the very beginning of his 

boyhood may be exemplified from the following f a c t s . F i r s t l y , 

the Raja, educated in the modern Westernised fashion, wil l 

lead the country t o the path of p r o s p e r i t y . Secondly, if he 

was educated in the indigenous fashion i t would only produce 

a r u l e r of indolence, luxury and s l o t h f u l n e s s . Thirdly, a 

t r a i n e d Raja in the modern system of adminis t ra t ion could give 

j u s t i c e t o the ryots and s t e e r the revenue admin is t ra t ion . 

Fourthly , an educated modern Raja could have been the f i r s t 

hindrance t o the neighbouring pr ince 's des i re of intervening 
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i n t o t h e a f f a i r s of Cooch B e h a r . F i f t h l y , a modern e d u c a t e d ^ 

Raja c o u l d be t h e l i v i n g symbol of deve lopment and t h e w e l f a r e 

12 of t h e s u b j e c t s 

A c c o r d i n g l y , C o l o n e l Hauph ton made s i n c e r e e f f o r t s t o 

t r a i n t h e boy N r i p e n d r a -^arayan w i t h t h e B r i t i s h o b j e c t i v e s 

m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . r i e g a r d i n g t h e p r o g r e s s of e d u c a t i o n of W r i -

p e n d r a I'Jarayan i n t h e B r i t i s h d i r e c t i o n , i m p o r t a n t o b s e r v a t i o n s 

have b e e n made by t h e Depu ty C o m m i s s i o n e r of B e n a r a s . The 

o b s e r v a t i o n was" " . . . i f he c o n t i n u e s in t h e same c o u r s e t h e 

S t a t e w i l l r e a p a l l t h e a d v a n t a g e s t o be g a i n e d from a good 

r u l e r " ' . While s t u d y i n g i n P a t n a C o l l e g i a t e Schoo l h i s m e n t a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t g r e a t l y a c c e l e r a t e d a n d f i n a l l y he was a d m i t t e d t o 

14 t h e P r e s i d e n c y C o l l e g e f o r t h e l aw c o u r s e . i>uring t h e c o u r s e 

of h i s s t u d y t h e M a h a r a j a made t o u r s in d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s sucVi 

a s N o r t h Western P r o v i n c e s , Oudh and Pun jab u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e 

of h i s t u t o r Mr. H .H . John K n e l l e r , and in December 1377 he 

went t o t h e I m p e r i a l Assemblage i n D e l h i u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o± 

Lord Browne, and met t h e V i c e r o y u o r d i - i i t ton on ^;arch 5 t h , -^ 

1373-'-^. 

T h u s , t h e s e t o u r s and v i s i t s h e l p e d i>Iripendra :^arayan t o 

h a v e i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h t h e v a r i o u s B r i t i s h f u n c t i o n a r i e s and 

t h e I n d i a n p r i n c e s of d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s of I n d i a . A u t t ^ m a t i c a l l y 

t h e f o r m a t i v e p r o c e s s of t h e p e r s o n a l i t y b u i l d i n g was c^Dmplete 

t h r o u g h o b s e r v a t i o n , e d u c a t i o n and m u t u a l i n t e r a c t i o n . 
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^hen I'-lripendra Narayan was a t t h e age of s i x t e e n , h i s 

g u a r d i a n ( B r i t i s h ) wan ted t o s e n d him t o i^ngland t o b e n e f i t 

from what was u n q u e s t i o n a b l y t h e b e s t e d u c a t i o n he c o u l d 

r e c e i v e ^ . On t h i s m a t t e r , h o w e v e r , t h e B r i t i s h met w i t h 

f i e r c e o p p o s i t i o n from w i t h i n and w i t h o u t ( in B r i t i s h B e n g a l ) 

t h e p a l a c e . The f i r s t o p p o s i t i o n came from t h e l a d i e s of t h e 

p a l a c e , who were of t h e v i e w t h a t f i r s t l y , t h e e d u c a t i o n of a 

d e c a d e n t Western s o c i e t y would be of no u s e t o t h i s young b o y ; 

and s e c o n d l y , t h e most h a t e d t h i n g t o them was t h e f e a r of 

s o c i a l o s t r a c i z a t ion by t h e o r t h o d o x H i n d u s , i f ^Nlripendra 

1 7 

Narayan would c r o s s "The B l a c k Water" . The s e c o n d o p p o s i 

t i o n came from t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y News P a p e r s e s p e c i a l l y 

oOila_prok-5s_h, had been of t h e v i e w t h a t i f N r i p e n d r a ^^larayan be 

s e n t t o -England, t h a t would mean t h e i n t e r f e r e n c e of t h e 

1 9 

B r i t i s h , w i t h t h e r e l i g i o u s c u s t o m s of t h e n a t i v e p e o p l e 

In S p i t e of t h i s s t r o n g u n d e r c u r r e n t s of c r i t i c i s m , t h e 

B r i t i s h p e r s u a d e d t h e p a l a c e l a d i e s who a g r e e d on t h e c o n d i t i o n 

t h a t N r i p e n d r a Narayan s h o u l d be m a r r i e d b e f o r e h i s voyage t o 
19 E n g l a n d 

I t was d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d a s u i t a b l e b r i d e t o match t h e 

young N r i p e n d r a Narayan t h a t would a l s o k e e p h i s modern o r i e n 

t a t i o n i n t a c t . The c a s e of Aba la Basu , t h e d a u g h t e r of 

•Durgamohan Das, was f i r s t p r o p o s e d a s a ma tch b u t i t d i d n o t 

m a t e r i a l i s e owing t o t h e o b j e c t i o n of lAirgamohan Das . The 

B r i t i s h a l s o d i d n o t show any keen i n t e r e s t and n a t u r a l l y 
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t h e y l o o k e d t o o t h e r p e r s o n s . 

The B r i t i s h a c t e d as a c a t a l y s t t o make N r i p e n d r a Narayan ^ 

m a r r i e d and t o t h e i r v e n t u r e t h e y s e l e c t S u n i t y D e v i , t h e 

e l d e s t d a u g h t e r of Babu Keshab Chandra Sen, t h e l e a d i n g e x p o - | 

n e n t of Brahmo movement w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g o b j e c t i v e s ; ( i ) t h e 

i n f u s i o n of Brahmo i d e a s i n t o t h e p a l a c e of Jocx:h Behar would -' 

e n s u r e t h e s a f e c o n t i n u a t i o n of B r i t i s h i n f l u e n c e i n t h e S t a t e 

a s t h e Brahmo Samaj a l o n g w i t h t h e B r i t i s h had been c a r r y i n g 

ou t t h e t a s k of m o d e r n i z i n g I n d i a ; iiA^ t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of 

modern re fo rm would be p o s s i b l s f o r Co;3Ch Behar Haja would have 

been m u t u a l l y i n t e r a c t e d and i n f l u e n c e d by t h e e n l i g h t e n e d 

B e n g a l i s l e d by t h e Brahmo Sama j " . U l t i m a t e l y t h e m a r r i a g e 

23 
was a c c o m p l i s h e d on 5 th March, 1 3 7 3 , w i t h S u n i t y Jevi 

The c o n t e m p o r a r y news p a p e r s g e n e r a l l y p r a i s e d t h e m a r r i a g e . 

The I,ndian M i r r o r t e r m e d t h e m a r r i a g e as " p r o g r e s s i v e b e c a u s e 

i t was an i n t e r c a s t e m a r r i a g e b e t w e e n an e n l i g h t e n e d modern 

24 
young c o u p l e b o t h e d u c a t e d a l o n g t h e B r i t i s h l i n e " . A n o t h e r 

i n t e r e s t i n g u p s h o t of t h i s m a r r i a g e a n d t h e o b s e r v a t i o n of t h e u 

r i t u a l s ' " ^ , was t h e r i f t t h a t t o o k p l a c e in t h e Brahmo movement. 
J 

The Brahmo Samaj , of which Keshub Chandra Sen was t h e h e a d , 

t o t t e r e d and a new c r e e d came ou t known as "New D i s p e n s a t i o n " ^ . ^ 

Soon a f t e r t h e m a r r i a g e t o o k p l a c e , t h e B r i t i s h Covernment 

s e n t N r i p e n d r a Narayan t o E n g l a n d f o r f u r t h e r i n g h i s modern 

e d u c a t i o n and knowledge as w e l l a s a u g m e n t i n g h i s c a p a b i l i t y 
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2 7 t o s t e e r th^ adminis t ra t ive a f fa i r s . This tour evoked 
2 3 

c r i t i c i s m in the d i f fe ren t news papers of Bengal 

Nripendra Narayan re turned t o Cooch Behar from £ingland on 
29 

the 3rd March, IS79 . Having been educated in the modern 
7 

Western l i n e , i^ripendra Narayan had been highly influenced by 

his f a the r - in - l aw ' s r e l ig ious ideas i . e . , the Brahmo fa i th and 

tha t helped a lo t in forming h is s o c i a l , e t h i c a l , p o l i t i c a l 

and personal out-look and e f fo r t s were made by him t o change 

the t r a d i t i o n a l l i ne of th inking regarding r e l i g ion which 

prevai led in the palace . Thus, born of a nat ive backward 

soc ie ty and fu l l of s u p e r s t i t i o u s be l ie f , Nripendra Narayan 

broke off with the past and got Westernized ander the able 

supervis ion of the B r i t i s h . 

He was versed in many languages. The Hi_n_du £at_rigt_, 

observed "his va r i e ty of education and h is close contact with 

the enl ightened c lasses of the Indian and foreign s o c i e t i e s 

enabled him t o overcome a l l s u p e r s t i t i o n s " 

Ln fact a t the very beginning of h is s tudies spec i a l l y 

when the Br i t i sh Government s t a r t e d taking care regarding his 

educat ion, Nripendra Narayan came in to d i rec t contact with 

B r i t i s h scho la r s , modernized Indian i n t e l l e c t u a l s and spec i a l l y 

the Bengali i n t e l l e c t u a l s , namely Vidyasagar and Surendra Nath 
3 7 Banerjee-''^. As i t has been s t a t e d t h a t a l l these contacts 

made up h i s modern mind and j u s t before the i n s t a l l a t i o n t o the 
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t h r o n e N r i p e n d r a N a r a y a n s t a r t e d t a k i n g k e e n i n t e r e s t i n t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d s p e n d h i s t i m e i n v i s i t i n g C o u r t s of Law 

a n d o t h e r o f f i c e s of t h e S t a t e t o g e t a c q u a i n t e d a b o u t t h e 

3 3 
w o r k i n g of t h e e n t i r e Cooch B e h a r S t a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

T h u s , p r i o r t o t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n c e r e m o n y h e d r e w o u t a s k e t c h 

f o r t h e f u t u r e c o u r s e of h i s a c t i o n t h r o u g h h i s p a s t o b s e r v a -

34 t i o n s 

Soon a f t e r N r i p e n d r a N a r a y a n a t t a i n e d m a j o r i t y i n t h e 

y e a r 1 3 3 3 , a c c o r d i n g t o d e c l a r a t i o n made b y t h e B r i t i s h t o t h e 

M a h a r a n e e s , e v e r y a r r a n g e m e n t was made t o make t h e c o r o n a t i o n 

c e r e m o n y of N r i p e n d r a N a r a y a n s u c c e s s f u l . j->uring t h e c o r o n a 

t i o n t h e L i e u t e n a n t G o v e r n o r of B e n g a l , R i v e r s Thompson i n h i s 

s p e e c h s a i d ; " I c o n g r a t u l a t e y o u , M a h a r a j a h , u p o n y o u r a c c e 

s s i o n t o y o u r p r i n c i p a l i t y . Y"ou s t a n d foa r th t h i s d a y n o t a t 

a l l a s s u c c e e d i n g t o a p r i n c e l y i n h e r i t a n c e t o b e u s e d i n t h e 

g r a t i f i c a t i o n of s e l f i s h o r a m b i t i o u s a i m s , b u t a s t h e r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e of m o r e t h a n h a l f a m i l l i o n o f s u b j e c t s whom God h a s 

c o m m i t t e d t o y o u r t r u s t . Be f a i t h f u l t o t h a t t r u s t s o t h a t 

when i t comes t o y o u i n t h e common f a t e t o l a y down p r i n c i p a 

l i t y a n d p o w e r t h e r e j o i c i n g may b e t h a t you h a v e e a r n e d t h e 

c o m m e n d a t i o n of y o u r c o n s c i e n c e a n d t h e g r a t i t u d e of p o s t e -

3 5 r i t y " ~ , In t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n c e r e m o n y a s a 

r u l e r of Cooch B e h a r , t h e p r i n c e i s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e d e c l a r e d , 

" i t s h a l l b e my e a r n e s t e n d e a v o u r t o d o j u s t i c e t o t h e g r e a t 

t r u s t w h i c h I now u n d e r t a k e " ^ . 
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I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough, i t shou ld be noted here t h a t t h e 

c o r o n a t i o n ceremony had i t s mixed r e p e r c u s s i o n . The contem

pora ry Indian news p a p e r s , whi le h a i l i n g t h e assumption of 

power by the Maharaja Nripendra i^arayan, c r i t i c i s e d the v/" . 

B r i t i s h po l i cy of appo in t i ng Mr. C-ordon, as the Super in tenden t 

of the S t a t e , on t he p l ea t h a t t h e y ( B r i t i s h ) wanted t o make 

3 7 i>Jripendra i^arayan a puppet r u l e r . But t h e a c t i v i t i e s of 

t h e e n l i g h t e n e d Maharaja r e v e a l e d t h a t he only sought the 

a s s i s t a n c e of the B r i t i s h in b u i l d i n g Cooch Behar i n t o a 

modern S t a t e wi thout be ing a mere t i t u l a r head. 

The above glinipse about t h e n a t u r e of Maharaja i^lripendra 

Narayan 's p o l i c y may be s u b s t a n t i a t e d from t h e v / r i t ings of 

Maharanee Suni ty Devi. She wrote "from t h e day of h i s a c c e 

s s i o n t o the t h r o n e , t h e Maharaja devoted a l l t h e e a r n e s t n e s s 

of h i s na tu re and g r e a t powers of o r g a n i z a t i o n of p l ans fo r 

33 comfor t , well b e i n g , and e d u c a t i o n of h i s s u b j e c t s " 

S e c t i o n - I I 

As i t has been s t a t e d t h a t mode rn i za t i on i s a p rocess of 

change and thus i t can neve r be an one sho t a f f a i r . The 

continuou^s i n t e r c h a n g e of i deas among t h e men who aire a t t h e 

helm of a f f a i r a long wi th t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the people whom 

t h e a f f a i r s a f f e c t . -Sspec ia l ly , du r ing t h e p e r i o d when t h e 
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Raja was a m i n o r , d i r e c t e d by t h e B r i t i s h , t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 

a p p o i n t e d by t h e B r i t i s h had p l a y e d a r o l e of immense v a l u e . 

These a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , i n t u n e w i t h t h e t h e n o n - g o i n g f low of 

change in e v e r y a f f a i r h e l p e d M a h a r a j a i - l r ipendra Warayan t o 

l e a d t h e b o a t of m o d e r n i t y . The B r i t i s h a p p o i n t e d a n a t i v e 

I n d i a n , t h e Dewan of Cooch B e h a r , s i n c e t h e p e r i o d of m i n o r i t y 

of M r i p e n d r a N a r a y a n . 

Rai C a l i c a Das D u t t a j o i n e d t h e S t a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 

Cooch Behar which had b e e n e x p e r i e n c i n g a p e r i o d of t r a n s i 

t i o n a l b r e a k - t h r o u g h . He was in t h e s e r v i c e of t h e S t a t e f o r 

39 f o r t y - t w o y e a r s . Most of t h e r e f o r m s i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e 

S t a t e b o t h f i s c a l and r e v e n u e had t h e i r o r i g i n in h i s wise 

s u g g e s t i o n s . 

He was bo rn i n a r e s p e c t a b l e K a y a s t h a f a m i l y of a v i l l a g e 

40 i n Burdwan, i n 1 3 4 1 . He h a d h i s e a r l y e d u c a t i o n f i r s t i n t h e 

v i l l a g e s c h o o l and l a t e r on was s e n t t o K r i s h n a Nagar C o l l e 

g i a t e Schoo l which was t h e n one of t h e i m p o r t a n t c e n t r e f o r 

l e a r n i n g . in c a r r y i n g ou t h i s e d u c a t i o n he had t o ove r come 

a number of h u r d l e s of s u p e r s t i t i o n s . As f o r examtple, i t was 

t h e n c o n s i d e r e d a s ominous , t o c r o s s t h e r i v e r Ganges , by t h e 

41 o l d e r members in h i s f a m i l y . However , he c a r r i e d on h i s 

e d u c a t i o n w i t h m e r i t a n d i n 1858 p a s s e d t h e s e n i o r s c h o l a r s h i p 

e x a m i n a t i o n ? g o t t h e B .A. d e g r e e a n d f i n a l l y B . L . i n 1 3 5 1 . 

T h r o u g h o u t h i s a c a d e m i c c a r e e r he showed marks of b r i l l i a n c y . 



97 

His v i s i o n of l i f e c h a n g e d w h i l e he came i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 

g r e a t e s t men such as Babu Uebendra iSIath Tagore and S h r i Keshab 

43 Chandra Sen of t h e Brahmo Samaj . He was g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d 

by t h e i r p h i l o s o p h y of e n l i g h t m e n t and l i b e r a l i d e a s . These 

formed t h e v e r y b a s i s of h i s c h a r a c t e r i n t h e l a t e r p a r t of 

h i s l i f e . While i n t h e s e r v i c e h i s e n l i g h t e n e d b a c k g r o u n d 

h e l p e d him t o move f o r w a r d and e q u i p p e d hirr. w i t h a p r o g r e s s i v e 

o u t l o o k . 

In 1369, when he was a i Jeputy M a g i s t r a t e and Deputy 

C o l l e c t o r of Katwa, he was a p p o i n t e d as i->ewan of Cooch B e h a r 

44 o t a t e by t h e B r x t i s h . -Uaring t h e m i n o r i t y p e r i o d of W r i p e n -

d r a Narayan he c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y i n manag ing t h e a f f a i r s of 

t h e S t a t e . In 1 3 3 3 , a t t h e t i m e of t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n of ^.^ripen-

d r a Narayan as t h e M a h a r a j a of t h e S t a t e , he was a p p o i n t e d a 

s e n i o r member of t h e S t a t e c o u n c i l which t h e Maha ra j a h a d 

45 fo rmed t o a s s i s t him . I t i s u n d e r h i s g u i d a n c e t h a t t h e 

Land Revenue s e t t l e m e n t was t w i c e r e v i s e d a n d - i m p r o v e m e n t s 

45 were e f f e c t e d m o t h e r b r a n c h e s of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . A l l 

t h e s e h a d c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e r o y a l t r e a s u r y and economy was 

r e s t o r e d . In t h e s p r e a d of f e m a l e e d u c a t i o n h i s r o l e i s w o r t h 

m e n t i o n i n g , s p e c i a l l y i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of S u n i t y C o l l e g e 

( S c h O D l ) ^ ^ . 

I>uring h i s t e n u r e of t h e o f f i c e of t h e Itewan. s p a n n i n g 

o v e r 42 y e a r s , he r e n d e r e d v a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e t o His H i g h n e s s , 

t h e M a h a r a j a N r i p e n d r a i ^a rayan , i n d e v e l o p i n g t h e r e s o u r c e s of 
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43 

the State and brought i t on the road t o prosper i ty 

Presumably, the role played in the administrat ion of the State 

by Rai Calica Das Dutta in modernizing the State has not been 

gainsaid . i^ot only did the Maharaja acknowledge the a c t i v i t i e s 

of the great man but at the time of i n s t a l l a t i o n in 1333 he 
49 expressed the same regards t o him. . The people even to-day 

remember his name along with the Maharaja for the development 

of the 3 t a t e^° . 

In modernizing the State the role of Sunity i->evi, the 

wife of .'̂ ripendra Narayan also deserves special mention. 

Maharaja Nripendra i^arayan was assisted and influenced by her 

in carrying out his modernization programmes. She was born in 

1354 to one of the grQ,at enlightened exponent of the Brahmo 

Samajists of Bengal. She was accorded Western Education by a 

European lady tutor at her own residence. She also attended 

51 the Bethune College . This educatic« formed her mind to the 

cause of women emancipation, education and self reliance. In) 

1379 at the age of forteen, she was married to the Raja of 

52 *-ooch Behar at the special initiative of the British . After 

becoming the Maharanee of Gooch Behar, the young enlightened 

modern minded lady had been able to explore the ever untapped 

V 
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h u n t i n g g round where she c o u l d i n d u c e t h e b e s t of h e r modern 

mind w i t h t h e p a t r o n a g e of t h e Mahara j a . ^ r i p e n d r a i^arayan. 

As t h e Maharanee of Cooch Behar she t o o k s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t 

t o augment t h e c a u s e of Brahmoism i n t h e o t a t e and t o f i g h t 

ou t t h e e v i l s of r e l i g i o u s b i o o t i s m and s u p e r s t i t i o n s . ohe 

was invol^ /ed i n t h e a f f a i r s of t h e es ta te t o s p r e a d t h e f ema le 

e d u c a t i o n in t h i s b a c k w a r d a r e a . I t was owing t o h e r i n s i s 

t e n c e , t h e Raja i n v i t e d many s c h o l a r s of Bengal t o j o i n i n t h e 

53 s e r v i c e s of t h e S t a t e ' . S u n i t y Devi n o t o n l y t o o k keen 

i n t e r e s t f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e Brahmo movement in Cooch 

B e h a r b u t a l s o a s s o c i a t e d h e r s e l f w i t h t h e movement of t h e 

54 s o c i a l u p l i f t f o r t h e women o u t s i d e t h e S t a t e of Cooch Beha r 

She was g i f t e d w i t h t h e f l u e n c y of pen and composed a number of 

books b o t h in B e n g a l i and i ^ n g l i s h l a n g u a g e of d i f f e r e n t 

i n t e r e s t s 

With h e r modern mind , s h e f o u g h t w i t h t h e p r e j u d i c e s of 

t h e s o c i e t y such a s p u r d a h , p o l i g a m y , c h i l d m a r r i a g e e t c . I t 

was owing t o h e r a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n and c o - o p e r a t i o n , t h a t 

t h e M a h a r a j a L'^ripendra N a r a y a n s u c c e e d e d in h i s c a u s e t o 

d e v e l o p t h e s o c i o - c u l t u r a l a t m o s p h e r e of Cooch B e h a r . Thus , 

w i t h t h e d i r e c t p a t r o n a c e of Maharanee S u n i t y i^evi , t h e i n f o r m a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s was made p o s s i b l e which in t u r n 

d e v e l o p e d t h e c a p a c i t y t o a d a p t i n g t h e s o c i e t y t o t h e c h a n g e s 

which o c c u r r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e i g n of Mahara ja Wr ipendra 

N a r a y a n . 
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