
a4APT£R-III 

In t h i s chapter an attempt has been made t o analyse the 

era of subjugation which the Cooch Behar S ta te experienced 

soon a f t e r the death of Raja Harendra Narayan. The subjuga-

t o r y s t a t e of a f f a i r s has been viewed from the angle of the 

process of t r a n s i t i o n . Although the term "subjugation" and 

" t r a n s i t i o n " are not simply a semantic v a r i a t i o n , they d i f fe r 

in t h e i r implicat ion but i n t e r e s t i n g l y enough they lead t o 

the same d i r e c t i o n . The d i c t i ona ry meaning of the term 

subjugation i s "to br ing i n t o se rv i tude" which implies p o l i ­

t i c a l subordination under compulsion. The l e x i c a l meaning 

of " t r a n s i t i o n " i s "Passage from one s t a t e t o another" which 

implies a change towards des i r ab l e d i r e c t i o n . In the 

ensuing paragraphs e f fo r t has been made t o expla in how 

p o l i t i c a l subordination or subjugat ion of the Rajas of 

Cooch Behar t o the B r i t i s h has helped t o l ead the country 
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t o the process of t r a n s i t i o n . I t s i g n i f i e s how the p o l i t i c a l 

s t a t e of a f f a i r under the Br i t i sh influence helped t o lay down 

the socioecon'Dmic foundation on which the State of Cooch Behar 

s t a r t e d i t s journey towards modernity. 

Soon a f te r the death of Raja Harendra Narayan' the reign 

of whom has been depicted as an era of confrontation the 

charac te r of the r e l a t i on between the Br i t i sh and Cooch 

Behar changed. But the essence of t h i s confrontat ion prepared 

the ground worX of making Cooch Behar a subjugatory Sta te 

under the Br i t i sh inf luence. The year 1339, t h a t i s , the ,. 

period of Shibendra Narayan marked as the s t a r t i n g point of 

the e ra of subjugation and there a f t e r the Br i t i sh made ^ 
I 

t h e i r headway deep in to the t e r r i t o r y of Cooch Behar. 

The opportunity t o br ing Cooch Behar under c<>nplete | 

influence of the Company was offered j u s t a f t e r the death of | 

Raja Harendra Narayan. Soon a f t e r the death of Raja Harendra''^^ 

Narayan the Sta te of Cooch Behar had been suf fer ing from the ^ 

c r i s i s on succession ques t ion . Although Shibendra Narayan 

ascended t o the Gaddi, the t roub le developed when Kumar 

Jogendra Narayan, along with h i s b ro ther with the support of 

the inf luenc ia l persons of the Palace, claimed h i s j u s t i f i e d 

ground on t o get over the throne on the plea of being the 

e l d e s t son of Raja Harendra Narayan . The r i v a l r y over the i 

succession of Raja Harendra Narayan offered a scope t o the 
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Company t o in t e r f e re d i r e c t l y i n to the a f f a i r of the State andj 

the succession problem was jresolved in favour of Raja Shiben- ' 

dra Narayan . 

I n t e r e s t i ng ly enough for the f i r s t time the question of 

succession over the throne of Cooch Behar had been s e t t l e d by 

an a l i e n , the East India Company, v i o l a t i n g the provision of 

the Treaty t ha t the Company would not i n t e r f e r e in the in te rna l 

a f f a i r s of Cooch Behar. The decis ion of the Company t i l t i n g 

the balance in favour of Shibendra Narayan had been j u s t i f i e d 

by the Cooch Behar Coujrt on the ground t h a t the r igh t of the 

Company se l ec t i ng the h e i r t o the throne has been an acknow­

ledged f ac t . 

The Br i t i sh colonia l pol icy t o br ing Cooch Behar under t 

ciomplete subordinat ion, t hus , had been successful on two basic 

grounds? (1) the Raja of Cooch Behar had been a nominee of t h e / 

Company who had proved t o be a man l iked by the . Company; 

( i i ) the in t e rna l pe r sona l i ty c r i s i s and the discontents among 

the n o b i l i t y on the quest ion of succession helped the Company 

t o intervene in to the whole a f f a i r s of Cooch/Behar under the 

ac t ive patronage of Raja Shibendra Narayan who wanted t.o 

s t rengthen h is throne with the Company 'ssuppar t . 

Soon a f t e r becoming the Raja, Shibendra Narayan wanted 

t o (a) i reset t le the revenue of the s t a t e ; (b) reorganise the 

admin i s t ra t ive machinery; (c) improve the soc ia l condit ion of 
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the people; (d) ensure the safe ty of the State from the 
5 

Bhutan! inroads . 

Regarding the revenue of the S t a t e , the royal coffer was 

dwindling, and the ul t imate r e s u l t was a f a l l in the revenue . 

There was no systematic co l l ec t i on of revenue and the people 

n a t u r a l l y was over burdened with taxes and at the sametime 

the Sta te t r easury suffered. The exis tence of Sal am. i , Nuzzur 
^the 

in co l l ec t ion of revenue ea t ing away the v i t a l i t y of/^State 's 

c o l l e c t i o n . The system of land tenure was a l so defec t ive . 

The important p e r s o n a l i t i e s of the palace were con t ro l l ing 

most of the Jots of the t e r r i t o r y in the name of the 
7 

I ja radar . The r e s u l t was t h a t the S ta te was deprived from 

i t s bulk of the revenues and the c o l l e c t i o n a l so f e l l t o a 

low ebb. Moreover, Raja Shlbendra Narayan found himself 

harassed with heavy debts owing t o the extravagance and 

indiscr iminate l i b e r a l i t y of h is f a the r , 

He paid h is p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o the revenue concern 

of the Raj, and by a careful observance of the conduct of the 

revenue off icers and a due regula t ion of h i s expenses, he not 

only succeeded in c lea r ing off the a rea r t r i b u t e t o the 
t 

B r i t i s h but a l so freed him e n t i r e l y from the p r iva t e debts 
9 

t h a t h i s f a the r had bequeathed him . One of the important 

s teps taken t o give his subject r e l i e f from the burden of 

t a x a t i o n . Raja Shibendra iSIarayan abol ished bankar (grazing 
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Tax) and in t h e a g r o - b a s e d r u r a l s o c i e t y i t p r o v e d b e n e ­

f i c i a l t o t h e p e o p l e . These m e a s u r e s l e a d t o a change i n t h e 

Revenue Depar tment and c o n t i n u e d f o r a l o n g p e r i o d d u r i n g t h e 

r u l e of h i s s u c c e s s o r s t i l l t h e new a r r a n g e m e n t s were made by 

t h e m o d e r n i z e d r u l e r N r i p e n d r a N a r a y a n . 

E v i d e n t l y , f o r p r o p e r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u s t i c e , a 

d e - c e n t r a l i s e d sys t em of j u d i c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a d b e e n 

s t a r r e d g a i n i n g g r o u n d u n d e r t h e B r i t i s h i n f l u e n c e . The 

r e o r g a n i s a t i o n of i n t e r n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and j u d i c i a r y was 

p a i d a t t e n t i o n by t h e Raja S h i b e n d r a N a r a y a n . In t h e f i r s t 

s t e p two C o u r t s were i n s t i t u t e d , t h e s e were Naib A k h i l k a r and 

S a d d e r A'nin f o r t h e p u r p o s e of d e c i d i n g C r i m i n a l and C i v i l 

11 c a s e s . Again a C o u r t of J u s t i c e o r R a j s a b h a , f o r t h e f i n a l 

a d j u d i c a t i o n of c i v i l , r e v e n u e a n d c r i m i n a l c a s e s was e s t a b ­

l i s h e d , and Dê wan K a l i Chandra L a h i r i a n d I s a n Chandra 

M u s t a f f i were made j u d g e s of t h e C o u r t and t h e Ra ja h i m s e l f 

u s e d t o s i t in t h i s C o u r t t o h e a r d i f f i c u l t c a s e s , which he 

d e c i d e d w i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e of t h e above m e n t i o n e d o f f i c e r s 

12 
and l e a r n e d p u n d i t s , The S u p e r i o r C o u r t e x e r c i s e d no \ 

13 c o n t r o l ove r t h e M a g i s t r a t e ' s C o u r t . Thus t h e p e o p l e whOi 

were h a r a s s e d u n d e r Raja H a r e n d r a N a r a y a n were g i v e n t h e 

p r o t e c t i o n of j u s t i c e by t h e C o u r t a n d t h e J u d g e s were made 

f r e e t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r d u t i e s w e l l . In t h e p r o c e s s of t h e /̂̂  

t r i a l s , t h e s y s t e m s a s p r e v a i l e d i n t h e Company ' s g o v e r n e d 

14 ^ 
B e n g a l were p r a c t i c e d , These m e a s u r e s r e f l e c t e d t h e f a c t 
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that the colonial influence to improve the condition of the 

Judiciary and to give the people the benefit of justice at 

last gradually penetrated Jjn__^Qch Behar. 

The question of the internal safety of the State also 

engaged the attention of the British. The neighbouring State 

of Bhutan did not rest satisfied with the demarcation of the 

boundary made by Ensign Brodie in 133 2 . In 1344 the problem 

aggravated further and the Bhutani soldiers began to encroach 

on the boundaries of Gooch Behar and oppress the people. The 

safety and security of the State was seriously threatened. 

The task of resolving the question fell on Mr. Campbell, the 

Superintendent of Darjeeling. He adjudged the land as belong­

ing to Cooch Behar and it was made over to the State in 

1 ̂  
1945 . Thus, in the internal affairs of Cooch Behar also, '\ 

the Company's influence became all pervasive. 

The complete Control and influence of the Company over the 

total affairs of the Cooch Behar State had been much more 

accelerated owing to Raja's illness. The native officers on 

behalf of the Raja used to carry out the administrative func-

17 tions and led the country to irregularity , The Company with 

much concern took note of the fact and started sending British 

18 officials occasionally in order to be apprised of the facts 

This move of the Company acted as a check to the irregula-

19 rities made by the native officials 
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One Important content ion which is not out of place t o 

mention here is tha t not only the B r i t i s h people domiciled in 

India, but a l so educated p e r s o n a l i t i e s , loyal t o the Company 

had s t a r t e d immigrating t o Cooch Behar, and with the t a c i t 

support of the Company's a u t h o r i t y , began holding important 
20 posts in the Cooch Behar admin i s t r a t ion . The infusion of 

pe r sona l i t i e s having heterogenous charac te r and the Raja's 

compliance t o accept those o f f i ce r s served t o lay the corner 

stone of a soc ie ty which was a t i t s take-off s t age . 

Thus, the reign of Raja Shibendra Narayan se t the dawn 

of t r a n s i t i o n . The change in the J u d i c i a l adminis t ra t ion had'*'+ 

i t s l imi t a t ion but at the sametime marked the Company's grow­

ing influence in to the t e r r i t o r y . I t i s evident from the 

despatch of the Honourable Court of Direc tor , No.12, Dated 

19th March, 184 5 that . '*although the Raja i s sa id t o be 

personal ly i na t t en t i ve t o b u s i n e s s , the great increase of 

populat ion and extension of c u l t i v a t i o n , s t a t e d by Major 

Jenkins , t o have taken place of l a t e years in Cooch Behar, a re , 

as he observes conclusive proofs t h a t there cannot be any 
21 considerable misgovernment" 

The above l e t t e r reveals t h a t the Company was able t o 

infuse some changes in to the admin i s t r a t ion and the Judic iary 

of the Sta te but the soc ie ty experienced l i t t l e change and 

soc ia l vices continued as i t were before . The s lavery was 
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not prohibited and at the sametime the S u t t i system was p rac -

t i s e d by the sub jec t s . Conscious of these pirejudices, the 

Company's government followed a caut ious pol icy, backed by 

firmness, to ef fect the des i red change and u t i l i s e d the mino­

r i t y or Regency Administration of the next r u l e r t o infuse 

new administrat ive p r i n c i p l e s in the S t a t e . 

Along with these soc i a l pre judices another important 

mat ter remained untouched during the rule of Raja Shibendra 

Narayan. This i s the quest ion of the education of the 

sub j ec t s . In the f i e l d of educat ion the t o l s and Pathshalas 
22 

were the main medium of imparting nat ive languages . The 

•English learning did not receive any favour from the king. 

Raja Shibendra Warayan did not pay much a t t e n t i o n in t h i s 

f i e l d . But i t i s worth mentioning t h a t he expressed his 

des i re tha t his adopted son Narendra I'Jarayan should be t r a i n e d 

in the Western fashion . Thus, with the backwardness of 

education expected pace of modernization u l t ima te ly remained 

unrea l i sed but the process of t r a n s i t i o n continued and the 

co lonisers i n t e r e s t towards Cooch Sehar i n t e n s i f i e d in the 

following years . 

In 184 7 Raja Shibendra Narayan died^^ and h is adopted ^ 

son Narendra Narayan ascended the throne while he was s t i l l a 

minor. The Company had got the opportuni ty t o infuse t h e i r x^ 

own p r inc ip le s in the Regency Adminis t ra t ion. The 
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adminis t ra t ion was placed in the hands of Burjendra i^arayan 

who has begotten the minor r u l e r and acted as Sarbarakar or 

"Regent" . During t h i s minori ty per iod the act ive i n t e r ­

ference in the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l sphere resu l ted in the s t a t e 's 

complete subjugation. 

The f i r s t task t o t h i s end of the Company was t o educate 

the minor Raja, in conformity with the Br i t i sh c u l t u r e . But 

the scheme of educating the minor Haja in Western fashion was 

unpalatable t o p a r t i e s with vested i n t e r e s t of the palace. 

The Regent and the Ranees were aga ins t any policy of impairt-

ing Western Education t o the minor Raja , However, t o give 

e f fec t t o the expressed des i re of the deceased Raja Shibendra 

Narayan, the Company's au tho r i t y was bent on implementing the 

p r inc ip le of t r a i n i n g the infant Raja in Western fashion. 

The second task of the Company was t o persuade the Ranees t o 

allow the minor Raja t o be educated along Western l i n e s . 

Eventually the move of the Company was successful and as per 

recommendation of the Deputy Governor of Bengal, Mr. Ralph 

Moore was appointed t o supervise the education of the young 
27 Raja . At the same time the Company took a l l so r t s of 

pzrecautions t o keep the minor king free from a l l pernicious 
29 

inf luences of the Cooch Behar palace 

Ln 1848 a notable change occurred in the Company's 

pol icy towards the S t a t e . Upt i l l then the management of the 
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S t a t e was e x c l u s i v e l y i n t h e h a n d s of t h e r x i l e r s of t h e S t a t e , 

b u t i n t h e y e a r a s h i f t in t h e p o l i c i e s t o o k p l a c e and t h e 

management of t h e a f f a i r s was p l a c e d d i r e c t l y u n d e r t h e 

gove rnmen t of Bengal and a l l q u e s t i o n s of an i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i -

29 c a l b e a r i n g wer^ r e f e r r e d t o t h e Supreme Government 

A c c o r d i n g l y t h e m i n o r Raja 's e d u c a t i o n was n o t n e g l e c t e d . 

He was f i r s t s h i f t e d t o K r i s h n a Nagar i n 1353 and t h e n t o t h e 

3 0 C o u r t of Ward ' s I n s t i t u t i o n i n C a l c u t t a , where he r e m a i n e d 

u n d e r t h e g u a r d i a n s h i p of Raja R a j e n d r a La i W i t t e r , a ^ 

E u r o p e a n i s e d i n t e l l e c t u a l of C a l c u t t a . The Raja r e m a i n e d . 

31 t h e r e u n t i l he a t t a i n e d m a j o r i t y i n 1959 , 

While N a r e n d r a Narayan was a m i n o r , t h e Regen t was 

e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h e d u t y of c o n d u c t i n g t h e S t a t e ' s a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n . The i n t e n t i o n of t h e Company t o t h i s e f f e c t d i d n o t 

b e a r f r u i t s . The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e e f f i c i e n c y c o u l d n o t be 

d e v e l o p e d b e c a u s e of t h e i n t r i g u e s among t h e S t a t e h i g h o f f i ­

c i a l s . The c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n them made t h e S t a t e a d m i n i s t r a -

3 2 t i o n more c o n f u s e d and t h e a p p o i n t m e n t s of some i n e f f i c i e n t 

33 o f f i c i a l t u r n e d t h e m a t t e r t o worse , Nepo t i sm a n d m i s u s e of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e power were v e r y much p r e v a l e n t a s t h e n a t i v e 

g u a r d i a n d i d n o t have t h e s k i l l t o f i g h t o u t t h e p r o b l e m s . 

A l l t h e s e t r e n d s l e d t h e Company t o t a k e t h e mos t 

i n t e g r a t e d p o l i c y t o w a r d s t h e S t a t e a f f a i r s . F i r s t l y , t h e y 

f e l t t h e n e c e s s i t y of a p p o i n t i n g a R e s i d e n t Commiss ione r a f t e r 
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a long time; Secondly, t o take the e n t i r e management of the 

S ta te a t t h e i r own hands. These po l i c i e s of the Company f, 

enhanced the scope of p o l i t i c a l subjugation of Gooch Behar./ 

This was possible because of two f a c t s ; ( i ) the minori ty of 

Raja Narendra Narayan and ( i i ) the s t a t e of i n s t a b i l i t y under 

the nat ive admin i s t ra to r . 

The subjugated s t a t e of a f f a i r s in Gooch Behar would help 

the Gompany on the one hand t o s t e e r the country t o the road 

t o modernity and on the other the prevalent soc ia l vices would 

be wiped out under the d i r e c t control and supervis ion of the 

Gompany. The f i r s t s t ep , against the soc ia l v i ce s , was the 
34 a b o l i t i o n of the S u t t i system in 1949 , The promulgation of 

the banning of S u t t i marked a tu rn ing point of the t r a d i t i o n ­

alism and a s tep towards modernizing the S t a t e . 

The process of modernizing the j u d i c i a l adminis t ra t ion in 

tune with the Jud ic i a l adminis t ra t ive system of Bengal which 

s t a r t e d during the reign of Raja Shibendra i'Jarayan had 

received fur ther momentum under the ac t ive supervis ion of the 

Gompany. In 1949 the number of the Courts were increased with 
35 of f icers spec i a l l y appointed . Moreover, the Company took 

no t i ce regarding the non-existence of pol ice organisat ion in 

the S ta te and took i n i t i a t i v e t o re -organise the pol ice system 

t o enforce law and order in the S t a t e . Thanas (Police s t a t i on ) 

were e s t ab l i shed in d i f fe ren t corners of the s t a t e and these 

were fashioned l ike the Thanas of B r i t i s h administered Bengal. 



74 

The P o l i c e Depar tment was p l a c e d u n d e r a o f f i c e r known a s 

F o u z d a r l ^ U k a r " ^ ^ . 

Some n o t i c e a b l e f e a t u r e of t h i s s y s t e m was t h a t t h e 

p o l i c e and t h e j u d g e s of t h e c o u r t s were n o t i r e g u l a r l y p a i d 

by t h e S t a t e . They managed t h e i r f i n a n c e s ou t of t h e c o l l e c -

3 7 t i o n of t h e f e e s and f i n e s . N a t u r a l l y c o r r u p t i o n c r e p t i n 

N a r e n d r a Narayan , a f t e r a t t a i n i n g m a j o r i t y i n 1359 t o o k \ 

t h e r e i o n s of government i n h i s own hands and s e t h i m s e l f i n J 

i m p r o v i n g t h e S t a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . He f o l l o w e d t h e p r i n c i ­

p l e s a s l a i d down by t h e Company. But t h e a f f a i r s of t h e 

S t a t e d i d n o t improve a l o t . He c o u l d n o t e r a d i c a t e t h e e v i l s 

of t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n which d e v e l o p e d ou t of t h e j e a l o u s i e s of 

t h e h i g h o f f i c i a l s of t h e S t a t e . The c h i e f o f f i c e r s were 

m i s a p p r o p r i a t i n g t h e p u b l i c money and n a t u r a l l y t h e s t a t e 

33 
r e v e n u e s u f f e r e d a l o t . To r e s i s t t h e m a l - p r a c t i c e s i n t h e 
d i f f e r e n t dep<Srtments of t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h e young Raja h a d 

3Q been properly advised by the B r i t i s h . 

The colonia l t r an s i t i a -dependen t i a model of adminis t ra­

t ion which the Company intended t o introduce in the Indian 

S ta tes had been successful when the Cocx:h Sehar Sta te had ^ 

ackno»vledged and recognised the au tho r i t y of the Company t o "̂  

confer "T i t l e s " t o the Gooch Behar n a l e r s . The recognit ion of 

t h i s a u t h o r i t y of the Company had u l t ima te ly turned the ru l e r 
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t o t h e a l t a r of B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t y and c o n t r o l . IT 1362 the } 

Government of India g ran t ed a Sannu4 t o the Maharaja 

c o n f e r r i n g on him and h i s s u c c e s s o r s the r i g h t of adopt ion 

40 

f a i l i n g n a t u r a l h e i r s . F u r t h e r t h e Government of India r e c o g ­

n i s e d the t i t l e of "Maharaja Bahadur"'*^. Thus, t he p o l i t i c a l j 

s u b j u g a t i o n was almost comple te . 

In 1959, soon a f t e r Raja Narendra Narayan ascended the 

t h r o n e a topograph ica l survey was made by t h e Revenue su rveye r , 

J .G.Pember ton . This map happened t o be t h e f i r s t r e g u l a r map 
42 of Cooch Behar S t a t e . This he lped in s e t t l i n g t h e land 

revenue and a s s e s s i n g t h e t o t a l l a n d . But t h e a t tempt of t h e 

Raja t o reform the land revenue s e t t l e m e n t was opposed by t h e 
43 

i n f l u e n c i a l persons of t h e S t a t e , The t r a d i t i o n a l system 
c o n t i n u e d and i n f l u e n c i a l pe rsons of t h e pa l ace c o n t r o l l e d 

most of t he i j a r a s of t h e S t a t e and t h e l and revenue system 

44 w i t n e s s e d no f u r t h e r improvement 

. ^ ' ^ " • - . 

Another no tab le i n c i d e n t which marked t h e change of 

t r a d i t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e system dur ing the r e i g n of Raja 

Narendra Narayan i s t he e f f o r t t o g ive t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a 

p a r t i c i p a t o r y c h a r a c t e r . The Raja was i n f l u e n c e d and guided , 

by t h e B r i t i s h Government t o c o n s t i t u t e a Sabha ( counc i l ) 
45 ) 

known as Desh H i t a i s h i n i Sabha t o a i d and advice the Raja. 

The n a t u r e of the composi t ion of t h e SaObha r e f l e c t s an 

o l i g a r c h i c c h a r a c t e r . The p e r s o n a l i t i e s of d i f f e r e n t t r a i t s 

were nominated as members of t h e Sabha such as t h e l a n d l o r d s , 
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leading a r i s t o c r a t s , i n t e l l e c t u a l s and business men of high 
45 standard . The in tent ion of the Br i t i sh Government was t o 

streamline the Raja t o the Br i t i sh control and supervision \y^ 

both from within and without. The in te rna l cont ro l was made 

through loyal a r i s t o c r a t s and the external control was 

through the constant v i g i l of the Br i t i sh o f f i c i a l s . / But the 

h i s t o r i c implication of the c o n s t i t u t i o n of t h i s Sabh_a, 

although e l i t i s t in charac te r , has marked the beginning of 

the pa r t i c ipa to ry nature of admin i s t r a t ion . Ult imately t h i s 

Sabha was abolished during the l i f e time of the Raja Nar^ndra 

Narayan 

With the Br i t i sh concept of development of production 

r e l a t i o n the rura l soc ie ty of Cooch Behar had undergone a 

sea-change. The manual labour was replaced by bullock 
4 3 c a r t s . The in t roduct ion of t h i s system in one hand checked 

the oppressive old manual labour system, on the other i t se t 

the communication system t o the path of modernity. I t can be 

sa id t h a t the abo l i t ion of manual labour s e t in motion the 

complete abo l i t ion of s lavery from the S t a t e . 

The economy of the country witnessed a developmental 

t r end during the reign of Raja Narendra Narayan with the 

business in tercourse with Bhutan which was re-opened in July 
49 1365 . The increase of t rade and commerce helped the 

producers and ryots t o earn a high p r i c e . The increase of 
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business centres cont r ibuted t o the growth of urban centxre 

through out the t e r r i t o r y . The economy was a l so fostered 

with the increase of c u l t i v a t e d lands by occupation of water 
51 lands and Jheels 

In the f i e ld of educat ion. Raja Narendra Narayan r e a l i s e d 

the necess i ty of Western education along with the nat ive 

educat ion. The establ ishment of Jenkins School heralded a new 
52 

era in the f i e l d of Western education , But the education 

was a neglected mat ter and i t was not placed on an e f f i c i e n t 

footing 

In sp i t e of the Br i t i sh in te r fe rence in to the a f fa i r s of 

Gooch Behar the whole management of the s t a t e had not under­

gone, i n t e r - a l i a , in tune with the modernity. Although some 

changes were witnessed during the period of 1339 t o 1353, 

the re were s t i l l some soc ia l vices such as s lavery , Poligamy, 

§.^£i l̂̂ £22fe (f®'"^!® murder), §e_s_hqo Naroqk ( infan t ic ide) and 

^^^22 ?î £<22^ (General des t ruc t ion of the people) , were being 

p rac t i s ed by the subjec ts . iiven the Br i t i sh t r i e d t o 

en l ighten Raja Narendra Narayan along Br i t i sh l i n e , but did 

not fu l ly succeed because of the fac t tha t he was not properly 

guided by the Government's Agent from Gowhatty. 

While summing up the per iod of t r a n s i t i o n i t i s not 

i r r e l e v a n t t o mention t h a t / b e i n g e s s e n t i a l l y a backward a^ro 

-based t r a d i t i o n a l soc ie ty with a l l i t s vices and e v i l s , the 
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Cooch Behar State had been experiencing a considerable 

transformation under the B r i t i s h control and supervis ion. 

The increased dependence of the Raja on the Br i t i sh admini­

s t r a t i o n on the one hand welcomed the Br i t i sh hegemonistic 

a t t i t u d e , on the other, the B r i t i s h cu l ture and system of «-̂  

admin i s t ra t ion , in jec ted i n t o the Sta€e of Cooch Behar/had 

helped i t t o conplete i t s t r a n s i t o r y process of journey 

which opened the v i s t a s t o modernity. 
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