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Cooch Behar - a t i n y P r i n c e l y S t a t e in- , the North Hastorn 

r e g i o n w i t n a s s e d a t remendous p r o c e s s of chatnge du r ing t h e 

r u l e of Maharaja i-^ripendra Narayan (1363-1911) , who was con

s i d e r e d as one of t h e modern ized r u l e r s among t h e P r i n c e l y 

S t a t e s of I n d i a . This maiden s t u d y on t h e s i g n i f i c a n t p e r i o d 

i n t e n d s t o examine t h e n a t u r e and e x t e n t of m o d e r n i s a t i o n 

u n d e r h i s r eg ime . 

> ^ i l e P r o f e s s o r Barun De em^phasizes t h e need f o r the s t u d y 

of t h e P r i n c e l y 3 £ a t e , s o f a r a v e r y few attem>pt has been made 

in I n d i a by t h e s c h o l a r s of t h e p r o f e s s i o n . The works t o be 

m e n t i o n e d f o r exarriple, v'.K.Sawa : ?-Iyderabad i_n_ Trans_i_t_i_qn under 

i'"ik'?:£ £;iIlS. i ' 1B53-1333 : An I n d i a n S t a t e unde_r Brit is^h 

I}uS.)i}^i^J]J^ (1957) ; 2^2.da3_ P41.1.a^i, S. : Ra|ahs_ and Proj_as_ : an̂  

r.;-, Baran , "Bha ra t i ya I t i h a s e r ?a r j ayak rama-0 -As t adash S a t a b d i r 
T a t p a r j y a " i n Goutam Ghat topadhyaya i^idited Itiha_s^ Anus^dndhan-3,/ 

b a g c h i , C a l c u t t a , 1983, p . 2 1 ) , . ' i'v * 



i i 

Lnflk^Jl Princeljv State , - Then, and i^^ (1975); Saklani Atul : 

^i.?.t.:2£v o t a Hirnaj^axan Prln,ce_lx S ta te of, ^ehr^i Va_r;iwai_ (19 37), 

All t hese s tud ie s concent ra ted mainly^ in the l^orth, >*est ind 

Soixth "̂ of In'ata.-- But as regards the history of the ^-iorth 

Eas te rn Pr incely Statfe - Cooch Behar, no work has h i t h e r t o 

b'-3-en •na-.r? by any Scholar . Hence t h i s study i s a humblo. attempt 

t o vn:^v t.]^ Irrportant pei-iod. of the h i s t o r y of Cooch 3ehar 

under Mahara-ja Nripendra Nirayan (1863-1911) and i t i s expected 

t o f i l l in a lonc-c tanding research-gap 'in t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 

The bo ok-3, meirioirs, monographs e t c . ava i l ab le or: Co'och • 

•Behar are mostly wr i t t en by the p e r s o n a l i t i e s supported by the 

then Cooch Behar S t a t e . ^"^atviraliy thay are p a r t i a l in charac

t e r and conN/entJ. onai in rjature. To i l l u s t r a t e ; Joynath Munshi; 

Aa'prakh'/an (Year not ^e^'it i Dnadj , t r a n s l a t e d by . rtobinson 

(13 74 ) ; Lewin; Aii hrz:^^iSi^ 9JL a^ , x'a2x]l Sehar it_ats_ (1375); 

3hagaba t i Cnaran Bandopadhyciya. : Cooch Beharer Itiha_s_ 1.13S2); 

Harendra .Caravan Choudhury : Cooch t£aj;^r and. Its_ ^ana Hevenue^ 

•:>c'-tle^.enx. (19C3)? •î T:an.atul la ^̂ hrî ad : Cooch 3_ehare_r I t ihas_ 

(19'^'5)> r rans laaed ô ;- -J ..3-...:ho3al 11942); e t c . maybe .taken in to 

accoun t . 

O I '•^ -:> >̂  . i u J- ̂  '̂. .1 I- . 1 - o w u. L-j. y, the r e sea rche r mainly sought 

:puxuo, l e a f l e t s , o f f i c i a l notes ana 

c l r c a l a r s , l e t ca r s , ga'; ;3ttaars, a r t i c l e s , news papers .ana 

ov-bllched books, I:'n'^ prim.ary source ma te r i a l s have 'oeen 



c o l l e c t e d mainly from the National Archives, '̂ew ^ ^ I h i ; Tr.<-

West Bengal S ta te Archives, C a l c u t t a ; .^'ational Library, Cal

c u t t a , As i a t i c Society , C a l c u t t a ; Cooch 3ehar CoHectora te 

Record Room? North Bengal S ta te Library (Cooch Behar) ; Cooc-

Behar Sahi tya Sabha, and Sadharan Brahmo Samaj Library , 

C a l c u t t a , Benares Hindu iJnivei.sity Library and ^ '̂orcr. - e ; ; .,, 

U n i v e r s i t y Library . , • 

In order t o complete the s tudy the researcher had -o 

under-go strenuous process of c o l l e c t i n g infonrnation: .-̂  

t o work hard for s o l i c i t i n g personal observa t ions , 

This study had been divided i n t o seveh chapte-• 

Epi logue , In t roduct ion of the study serves as z'c:.^ c. . , , . . ,̂  ...-,...•. ,„ 

on which the study has been _developed. The cDU^c:. -\.^-. , 

hypotheses and research ques t ions of the study hav--' oion 

ana lysed in the In t roduc t ion . 

Chapter I dep ic t s the h i s t o r i c a l process of the advent of 

the East India Company t o the Cooch Behar S t a t e . I t deals ;> îth 

t h e na ture and objec t ives of the Company's in te rven t ion in the 

a f f a i r s of the Cooch Sehar S t a t e . 

Chapter I I de l inea te s the a n c e s t r a l re ign of Maharaja 

Nripendra Narayan- I t gives s p e c i a l emphasis on the per iod of 

Karendra Narayan keeping in pe r spec t ive the pers i s tence , of age 

o ld r i g i d t r a d i t i o n a l values and the dichotomy between the 



Company and the «aja Harendra Narayan. In short, t h i s chapter 

i s a c o n f l i c t ana lys i s -o f t»,radition and modernity. 

Chapter I I I e l abo ra t e s the h i s t o r y of subjugat ion of the 

r u l e r s of Gooch Behar t o the B r i t i s h admin i s t r a t i on . I t 

Sp^cifioally,Attentions the coarse of events took place in the. 

s a i d p e r i o d , 

Chapter IV deals with the ques t ion of ma^^king of a modei-n 

r u l e r under the influence of the dominant i n s t i t u t i o n s and 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s of the conte porary h i s t o r y .of Cooch Behar. 

In Chapter V, the ro le of the Brahmo Samaj, in br inging 

about the s o c i o - c u l t u r a l development has been examined in depth. 

In Chapter VI, the veh ic les of modernization have been 

s t u d i e d and examined in vari'ous s e c t i o n s . -

The epi logue of the study has been an attempt t o make an 

a p p r a i s a l of the re ign of Maharaja iSIripendra Narayan. I t i s 

an a t tempt in quest of the fundamental i ssue : how much modem 

the educated ilaja was ? . • 

The r e sea rche r i s highly g r a t e fu l t o h i s supervisor 

Dr. Ananda Gopal Ghosh, l e ade r . Department of His tory , t-Jorth 

Bengal Unive r s i ty , for h is a c t i ve guidance and innumerable help 

in complet ing the s tudy . In p u t t i n g the study in the form of 

a t h e s i s the r e sea rche r i s g r a t e fu l t o many persons of which 

mention m.ust be made, Sekhar S i r c e r (P r inc ipa l , Cooch Behar 



Col l ege ) , S r i Bishwanath Das, Pr. Nripendra Hath Paul, Dr. Dii ip 

Sarkar and Smt. Ratna P.ayl 

In conceptua l iz ing , , planning and programming the study the 

r e s e a r c h e r i s g ra t e fu l and acknowledges h i s debt t o Prof. 3c\bhya 

Sachi Bhattacharya (Jawaharlal ' i^ehru Un ive r s i t y ) , Profes^'or 

AmaLendu De (Jadavpur U n i v e r s i t y ) , Professor Tapas x^oyChoudhury, 

Prof . Pranab Kr. Bhattacharya, Dr. Joso Banta'Kar, Dr. Kihi r 

M-akherjee, of the Department of His to ry , North Bengal Univers i ty , 

Dr. riablndra x^ath Bhattach-arya (Department -of Sconomics) and 

Dr. Pradip Sengupta (Department of P o l i t i c a l Science) , North 

Bengal Un ive r s i t y . • 

In add i t i on , the researcher i s thankful t o Chanchal Pal 

fo r t yp ing the v;hole rrienuscr.ipt. The Univers i ty Grants Commi

s s i o n deser\^es g r a t i t u d e for sanc t ion ing the researcher one 

year Teacher Fellov/ship under the Facul ty Improvement Programme. 

In f i n e , the r e sea rche r h e a r t i l l y thanks h is wife, 'Sampa, 

f o r he lp ing in var ious c a p a c i t i e s . . 
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