PREFACE

et

Caoch Behar - a tiny Princely State‘inﬁ;he North tastern
region witn2ssed a tremendous process of change during the
rule of Maharaj§ Nripendra ﬁaréyan (1863-1911), who-was con-
sidered as one of the moadernized rulers émdng the Princely
States of India, This maiden study on the significant period

intends to =2xamine the nature and extent of modernization

under his regime.
. - While Professor Barun De emphasizes the need for the study
of the Princely Efate€, so far a very few attempt has been made
in Indiz by the scholars of the profession. The works to be
entioned for example, V.K.Bawaz : Hydera
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3 : An Indian State upndey Britis
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Infiusace (1957); Debdss Pillail, S. : Rajsghs and Projss @ aon

Parun, "Bharatlva Itinhaser Parjayakrama-O-Astadash Satabdlir
arjya” in Goutam Chattopadhvaya sdited Ifihdas Any Sandnaﬁ-3,
i;:gcbi, Calcoutta, 1983, jo s 21).
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Indian Pringelv State -~ Then and Now (19758): Saklani Atul s

History of a Himalavan Pringely State of Tehri wathwal (1937,

i i —

11 these studies consentrated mainly, in the North, West aad

SOu£H*o£ Indta s 3ut as regards the history of the Jdortn
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t2rn Princely Stat® - Conch Behar, no work has hithertd

+

me2ia made by any 3cholar. Hence this study is a humble attemps

Lo now Lt irportant period. of the history of Cooch 3ehar

under Mahara<a Nripendra Narayan (1353-1911) aand it is expected
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to £ill in 2 lona-standing research-gap in this &irectio

The boosks, memolilrs, mondgraphs 2te. available on loocn:

‘Behar are mostly written by the personalities suvpnorted by the




'collected'mainly franfthe_ﬂational‘Agchives, New xelnis Tn
West Bengél State Archiveé. Calcitias &ationa; Library, C@L-
cutta, Asjatic. Society, Caléutt;- -ooch 3ehar Collectofate

Record Room- North Benga; atate Librdry (uoach Sehar); Coxa

______ e, ——

Behar aahitya aabha, and Sadharan 8rahmo 3amaj Libnrarzy,

-

Calcutta, Benares Hindu Unive.sity Library and ~oron -

University Library.

iIn ordor to complete the study the renearcheh had zo
under-go strenuous process of collecting information

to work hard for soliciting personal observations.

This study had been divided into seven chante -
Epitlogue, Introduction of the study serves as i
on which the study has been developed., The ohieo.
hypotheses and research gquestions of the study have Ddon

analysed in the Introduction.

Chapter I depicts the historical process cf the advent of
the East India Company to the Coa¢h Behar State. It deals with
+he nature and objectivas of the Company's intervention in the

affairs of the Cooch Behar State.

Chapter II delinestes the ancestral reign of Maharaja
Jripendra Narayan. it glves special emphasis on the per*od of

Harendra Naravan Keeping in perspective the persistence. of age

old rigid traditional values and the dichotomy between the
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ﬂ.Ccmpany and the Raja Harendra Narayan. In short, this chapter

. 1s a conflict analysis 'of traditlon and modernity.

~ Chapter III elaborates the history of sdbjugatioh of ﬁhe
rulers of quchépehaf to 'the British administration. It
“Spedifioallymmeﬁtions the course of events took place in thei

said period,

Chapter IV deals with the question of mafking of a mode®n
ruler under the influence of the dominant ;nstitutions and

personalities'of the conte sorary history of Cooch Behar.

In Chapter V, the role of the Brahmo Samaj, in bringing

about the sociowcultural de&eioPment has been examined in dépth.

In Chapter VI, the vehicles of modernization have been

studied and examined in various sections.

The epilogue of the study has been an attempt to make an
appraisal of the reign of PkMaharaja Sripendra Narayan. It is
an attempt in quest of the fundamental issue : how much modern

the educated rRaja was 7

The researcher is highly grateful to his supervisor .
Dr. Ananda Copal Ghosh, #eader, Department of History, Norﬁh
Bengal University, for his active guidance and innumerable helb
in completing the study. In putting the study in the form of
a tresis tne researcher is gfateful to.many persons of which

mention must be made, Sekhar Sircer (Principal, Cooch Behar



;igollege), Sri Bighwanqah Das, Dr. dripendra Nath Paul, Dr. Dilip
ﬁ'Sarkaf and Smt. Ratna Ray}

In_concepﬁualizing,;plénning and programming the study the

‘researcher is grateful and agknowledées his debt to Prof. Sébhya
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Sachni Bhattacharya (Jawéharial'ﬂehru University), Professor
Amalendu De (Jadavpuf_Uni;ersity),'Profeséor Tapas ﬂoy»:houdhu?y,
?rof. Pranab Kr. ?hattaéharya,'Dr. Joso Banta:Kér,'Dr. Mihir-
Makherjee, of the Departmenﬁ cf History, North Bengal Uéiversit;,
Dr. Rabindra ﬁééh Bhattacharya (Department .of Economics) and

Dr. Pfadip Sengupta (Department 5f Political Science); North

Bengal University.

In addition, the researcher is thankful to Chanchal Pal

for typing the whole manu
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:ript. The University Grants Commi-
ssion deserves gratitude for sanctioning the researcher one

vear Teacher Fellowship under the Fezulty Improvement Programme.
In fine, the researcher heartilly thanks his wife, 'Sampa,

.

for nelping in various capacities.
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