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VIZIANAGARAM - THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 

Vizianagaram is situated half way between Calcutta and Madras, 507 

miles from Calcutta and 522 from Madras. It was in the Vizagapatam District 

of the then Madras state with an area of more than 18,000 square miles and a 

population of 2,610,000.' 

Vizianagaram is situated in latitude 18°.2" North, and longitude 

83° 32" east; at twelve miles distance from the sea. The garrison at this time 

consists of one Regiment of Native Infantry. At the distance of one mile from 

the cantonment, which is placed on ground sloping gently to the northward, 

are the fort and town, and laying midway is a large tank (Pedda Cheruvu), 

which contains water at all seasons of the year. The fort is entirely occupied 

by the palace and buildings of the Maharaja. The station contains about 

twenty officers' houses; the compounds are very prettily laid out with gardens, 

and surrounded with trim hedges. There is a small church; a chaplain is 

allowed for the station, but he is required to visit Bhimlipatam and Chicacole, 

two Sundays each month.^ 

Climate: 

Generally the climate of the time is nonnal, without extreme 

atmospheric variations. But at some seasons in an year, especially in the 

wintry months it is a bit less. To the north of the town there are hills and 

hillocks at a distance of about six miles that connect the Eastern Ghats. There 
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are few patches of shrub jungles nearby. The best season with average climate 

IS from September to March, Summer sets in April when the weather becomes 

hot and the hot winds commence blowing from the middle of the month. The 

severity of the hot sun is felt by the residents upto the end of May or early days 

of June when monsoon sets in, cooling the atmosphere. By the end of June 

there is considerable change m the air, with the on set of monsoon, when the 

heat of the summer gets much reduced. The peak months for the rains are 

September and October which are generally known as monsoon months. 

Wmter season begins from the month of November and the weather will be 

cool 

Vizianagaram-Fort-Construction 

Ananda Raju 1 (1671-1717) laid the foundations to the fort at 

Vizianagaram in 1713"̂  Tradition says that five 'vijayas', or signs of victory, 

were present at fhe inception of this fortress. It was named Vijaya-nagaram 

(place of victory) after its founder. Raja Vijaya-rama (Viziarama) Raju; and 

the foundations were laid on Tuesday (Jaya-varam), the tenth day (Vijaya-

Dasami) of the Dasara festival, in the year Vijaya (1713-14 A.D) of the Hindu 

cycle. It is stated that the present building is a reconstruction of the original 

edifice carried out by one of Bussy's officers in or about 1757.^ 

Yenugula Veeraswamy an employee of the East India Company, 

travelled from Madras to Kasi (Benares). He took his route through 

Vizianagaram in early 1840. He writes "The histor>' of Vizianagaram dates 

back to 250 years of the period of ancestors. Since this area is inhabited by 
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riiuous brahmins for over 300 years, it is considered a sacred place. There is a 

little palace of the ruler of the Estate. There are around 1,000 houses outside 

the palace. There are artisans of various trades of whom the artistic 

goldsmiths are significant. There are also artisans of brass-ware, weavers 

skilled in weaving fine fabrics in this town".^ 

"Vizianagaram is the chief center of Sanskrit and Telugu learning in the 

Telugu country"^ says Gurazada. 

In the words of Burra Seshagiri Rao a student of Gurazada 

"Vizianagaram under whose (Ananda Gajapatiraj) scholarly lead, the city, 

was like Athens of Perecies, the eye of Andhra people".^ 

Vijayarama Gajapati HI, having been brought up at Benares-the culture 

center of North India dreamed to fashion Vizianagaram as yet another Benares 

in the matter of learning. 

The period of Ananda Gajapati (1850-1897) witnessed the climax of 

the cultural hegemony of the Pusapatis.^ He personified the phenomenon that 

Vizianagaram was literally 'Vidyanagaram', city of learning during the past 

century. 

The Vizianagaram Zamindari was about 3,000 square miles in extent, 

and contains, according to the census of 1881, 1,252 villages with 185,904 

houses and 844,168 inhabitants. According to the permanent Settlement the 

peshcush was fixed at Rs. 5,00,000. The Zamindari is divided for revenue 

purposes into 11 taluks, and the system of administration is based on the 
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Government practice m the neighbouring taluks. There are about 30,000 

tenants and 10,000 sub-tenants. The area under the plough is about 275,000 

acres; the rates of rent vary from rupees 5 to rupees 10 for wet land and rupees 

2 Annas to 8 per acre for dry land. The population is almost entirely Hindus 

and Telugu speaking The towns are Vizianagaram and Bimilipatam and there 

are several large and thrivmg agricultural villages. The Samsthanam is well 

supplied with roads, schools and hospitals, in which matters the Vizianagaram 

raj will compare favourably with any other part of India. 

Population: 

Population of Vizianagaram Town 

Year 

1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 

Population 

20,169 

22,577 

30,881 

37,270 

37,550 

39,299 

Males 

9,936 

11,064 

14,882 

17,817 

17,897 

19,381 

Females 

10,233 

11,513 

15,999 

19,453 

19,653 

19,918 

Variation 

297 

449 

1,117 

1,636 

1,756 

537 

It can be seen trom the above table that the female population increased 

when compared to the male population upto 1911. But later the female 

population was diminishing and male population increasing steadily. This may 
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be the result of the consistent effort in the direction of social reform namely 

prevention of child marriages. 

The immigrants played an important role in the economic life of the 

town. By these processes the feudal town, at the beginning of the nineteenth 

century, transformed into a bustling town. The town does much trade with the 

nearby hill and with the port at Bimilipatam, and between 1871 and 1901 its 

population increased by no less than 84 percent. It was due to the 

development of infrastructure made by the Municipal Council and the Rajas of 

Vizianagaram.'** 

Occupations: 

Vizianagaram is the second biggest town in the unbiftircated erestwhile 

Vizagapatam District. The inhabitants were 20,169.'' Among them are 39.6 

per cent land holders, 11.8 per cent agricultural labourers, 10 per cent other 

labourers, 11.9 per cent traders, 4.4 per cent weavers, 5.6 per cent artisans and 

16.7 per cent others.'^ 

Caste Composition: 

The caste composition is the main constituent of Indian society and 

Vizianagaram is no exception. It has been an important determinant of 

people's social, political, economic and administrative behaviour. 

Vizianagaram is a multi-caste area. Different castes of the muncipality area 
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may be divided into four categories namely the forward castes, backward 

castes, scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 

The important castes and communities of this town are Kshtriyas, 

Velamas, Devangas, Vysyas, Thurpu-Kapus, Telagas, Nagaralu, Aiyarakala, 

Savaras, Yatas, Gollas, Kamsala, Mangali, Jalari, Naga-Vasulu, Satanis, 

Harijans, Bagatas, Gavara, and the Brahmins. There is a considerable 

population of Muslims and Christians also. 

Most of them are purely cultivators. The hereditary traders are weak in 

numbers, as also are the indefinite classes. On the other hand, when the 

people are classified according to the occupations on which they are 

dependent, the agricultural class is weaker than the people following other 

vocations. Although this is compensated for by the fact that the proportion 

dependent on indefinite labour, most of which must be agricultural, is greater 

than the average. Commerce and the professions support smaller sections and, 

personal service occupies a much larger number.*^ 

Muncipality: 

A Muncipal Association was founded in Vizianagaram around 1861, 

under the Towois Improvement Act-XXVI of 1850. Later a council was 

established in the year 1866 November. In 1888 the Rate payers were 

permitted to elect 12 out of 16 councillors and the council choose its own 

chairman.'"* 
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The following are other important locations in the city of 

Vizianagaram. The Fort, Kaspa (the main street), Sharoffs Khana street, 

Bonkula Dibba, Dawnsons's peta (popularly called as Dasanna peta), 

Gurachari street, Lakka Pandiri Stieet, Kanukurti vari street, Sivalayam street, 

Kotha Agraharam, Ambati Satram ( a choultry where gruel is served to the 

poor) Yenugula thota, Hastabal, Ayodhya Maidan ( a very big play ground 

situated to the right of fort while coming from the railway station on the road 

abbuttmg Pedda Cheruvu) and a famous two storied building constructed for 

the concubine of the Raja. (It is now popularly known as Simhachalam 

upstairs). 

The town has neither a regular water-supply nor any proper drainage. 

Water is obtained from wells and tanks, the principal source of the latter being 

the Ayyakoneru and Buchanna's tank. The chief tank collecting the refuge 

water from drains is the Pedda cheruvu, the agricultural tank which lies 

between the town and the cantonment. 

Vizianagaram consists of two parts-the native town surrounding the fort 

on the east and the former cantonment and civil station on the West. These are 

separated from one another by the Pedda Cheruvu (large tank) which never 

dries up, irrigates a considerable area of wet land, supplies numerous wells 

sunk on its shores and is a famous sanctuary for wildfowl. 

The civil station and deserted cantonment are neatly and regularly laid 

out with shady roads running at right angles to one another leading past 

numerous (often empty) bungalows in pleasant compounds. On high ground 
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to the west of them stands the old parade-ground, bounded on one side by 

ancient trees and a line of bungalows, and faced by the buildings formerly used 

for the unmarried lines (the married lines were to the east, near the railway) 

and the military hospital. The last regiment to occupy the cantonment before 

Its abolition was the 63rd Palamcottah Light Infantry, formerly the 3rd M.L.I. 

just before it left, its mess-house was burnt to the ground and most of the 

regimental plate destroyed. 

An avenue of fine trees running parallel to one side of the parade-

ground leads past the Roman Catholic church of St. Maurice, built in 1882-83, 

and the small church of England, a place of worship, erected in 1902 at a cost 

of Rs 5,000. The latter replaced St. Mary's church, which stood just south of 

the parade-ground This was originally called 'Holy Trinity' and was built in 

1850 at a cost of Rs. 2,600 on land granted the year before by the Maharaja of 

Vi/ianagaram. and was consecrated by Bishop Dealtry in 1852.'"^ 

Public improvements in Vizianagaram have been chiefly due to the 

Raja that ruled the city. The prince of Wales market with large series of 

market stalls was built in 1876 at a cost of about half a lakh rupees (which at 

that time was a fabulous amount). This market was built in commemoration of 

Kmg-limperor's visit to India (King George V) in 1875. 

Originally Vizianagaram was mainly an administrative and trading 

center. Gradually there developed crafts mostly of cotton spinning and 

weaving, and an industry of dyeing and printing became an important 

occupation of the people. Over the years the handloom and dyeing and 
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printing crafts grew among men and women. But these crafts suffered a set

back due to machine made products in the colonial rule. 

A clock tower was built by the Muncipality in 1885 in the Bazar street 

in an octagonal shape 65 feet high with a clock costing Rs. 5,400.'^ A 

beautiful park in an area of about 50 acres of land was brought into being due 

to the efforts of P. Jagannadha Raju the then Diwan of Maharaja in the center 
1 T 

of the town in the year i 887 known as the Victoria Jubilee park. 

Regarding Vizianagaram and its local environment there are quite 

contradictory opinions. According to Rayasam Venkata Sivudu "of all the 

places i have visited, Vizianagaram seems to be the best, but the conditions 

existing in Vizianagaram make it very difficult to live there. The biggest 

problem people face here is the nuisance of mosquitoes. By the fall of night 

mosquitoes take over the town between the Railway station and the town there 

IS a large water tank which is the biggest breeding source of the mosquitoes. 

Added to this there are many number of open drains which also acted as 

sources of mosquito breeding. Most of the diseaf>es, people of Vizianagaram 

suffered from, can be traced to mosquitoes. Particularly Leprosy, Filaria and 

Hydrocels are prevalent all over the town and the direct connection between 

these diseases and the mosquito bite is established. One comes across people 

suffering from one or the other of these diseases in any street. Doctors advise 

drinking of pure water and taking precautions to protect themselves from 

mosquito bite In those days there was no drinking water facility in the town 

of Vizianagaram. The only tank available contained dirty water unsuitable for 

drinking purpose. People had to go miles out of the town to fetch drinking 
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water trom the wells Because of these reasons Vizianagaram, though a good 

town, is a difficult place to live in' 18 

In 1862 the then Collector D.F. Carmichael vehemently opposed a 

suggestion thai Vizianagaram should be made the head-quarters of the district, 

on the ground that it would be impossible for the Collector to do any work in 

so frivolous a spot. He said it was 'a scene of endless pastime, a race-course, a 

pack of hounds, cheetah-hunting, ram-fights, balls, nautches, joustings, 

junketings of every kind.''^ 

Unless otherwise not possible the Britishers preferred to build or 

develop a sea-shore town. For example in Northern Circars they established 

the district head-quarters at the sea-shore towns like Masulipatam, Cocanada 

and Vizagapatam etc. 

It 
Bulusu Venkataramana Murty states that the rulers of Vizianagaram 

belonged to Vizagapatam Mandalam are the ardent lovers of fine arts like 

Music, Literature, Poetry and all allied arts and they encouraged and honoured 

all talented persons m their respective branches. Thus they can be aptly 

compared to the Nayakas of Tanjore after the decline of Vijianagara 

Empire".^" 

Though Vizagapatam was the District head quarters, Vizianagaram 

happened to be the cultural capital of Andhra during the time of Ananda 

Gajapati. 
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Urbanisation: 

The process of change that has occurred in Hterary, cultural and social 

outlook of the people, industrialization, new economic opportunities and 

various developmental programmes of the government, has influenced the 

urbanisation pattern in Vizianagaram. The changes in all the above factors 

have a close bearing on the changes that have recurred in the pohtical 

organisation. However, the process in the latter are affected by the wider 

social and political forces. Prior to this, Vizianagaram is a feudal seat, where 

the people were under the direct control of the feudal lords. The Rajas 

exercised and are still exercising decisive say visibly or invisibly over the 

entire town including the surrounding rural areas;. 

With the passage of time, the outlook of the people of the town was 

changing according to the times and influenced by the neighbouring urban 

centres like Vizag Metropolitan region of which the town is apart. The 

interaction between the town and the larger society had undergone a major 

shift in the last half-century. 

Sketch Account of the Vizianagaram Zamindari: 

In 1512 the Sultanate of Golkonda was founded. About 1571 Sultan 

Ibrahim occupied the Godavari and other districts as far North as Chicacole. 

For about one hundred and eighty years the Vizagapatam District then known 
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as Ivasimkota division of the Chicacole Circar was ruled by the nominal Hindu 

feudatoriesof the Sultanate^' In 1687 they were occupied by Aurangazeb. In 

1724 they came under the control of Nizam-ul-Mulk, the subedar of Deccan 

The chief local officer was the Faujdar of Chicacole, who was incharge 

of Ganjam and Viz agapatam regions. The first Faujdar was Sher Muhammad 

Khan (1652-84). He governed through the local chiefs or Zamindars. Among 

them the rulers of Vizianagaram became prominent from 1740 onwards and 

established their supremacy in the district which reached its zenith in 1759. 

i -ater it became powerful in the district and controlled the other Zamindars^^ 

including Bobbili. 

In Vizagapatam there were about 14 Zamindars, all of ancient lineage, 

the most important of whom is the chief, not styled Maharaja of Vizianagaram. 

fhe head of the house claims descent from Madhava Varma of the Udaipur 

family, who led a Rajput colony into the Krishna valley in 591 A.D.̂ "* He is 

consequently of the "Grahilote tribe, belonging to the Sisodiya branch and the 

vasishta gotra"^\ According to the traditions of this house called 

l^ijeibhoop \ one of its members, at a very early period settled at 'Ajooddhia' 

(modem oudh). At about the year 514 of the saka era corresponding to 

592A.D. His descendant Madhava Varma emigrated to the Telengana country 

accompanined by the representatives of the vasishta, Dhananjaya, Koundinya, 

Kasyapa and Bharadwaja gotras of his own tribe.^'' His descendants became 

important sardars of the Qutb-shahi dynasty of Golconda. One of these 

sardars, called pusapati Madhava Varma, and his descendants established 

themselves between the middle of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in 

Vizianagaram, pedda Vijiaram Raju succeeded his father about the year 1710 
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and his long reign terminated in 1757. He completed the Fort at 

Vizianagaram, to which place he removed his capital from Potnore. He 

extended his power over the neighbouring Rajas. His alliance was sought by 

the Faujdar of the Nizam, to whose kingdom Vizianagaram appertained and 

when Bussy came to take possession of the Circars, he joined his forces with 

that commander in the celebrated attack on Bobbili in 1757, where the Raja 

met his death at the hands of the assassins. His successor, Ananda Gajapati 

Raju, was a man of equal valour and authority. He ruled from chicacole to 

Rajahmundry and made a treaty with the English as a sovereign power. When 

Laly, in 1758, summoned Bussy to Pondicherry, Ananda Raju, who was 

hostile to the French, marched on Vizagapatam, then in the possession of that 

power, caputred it, hauled down the French colours, and hoisted English in 

their stead. He then with much pertinacity sought the aid of the English both 

from Madras and from Calcutta, and at the latter place his representations had 

the effect of secunng the co-operation of Robert Clive, who despatched Col. 

Forde on the expedition which resulted in the expulsion of the French from the 

Northern Circars. On Forde's arrival at Vizagapatam in October 1758, he 

joined his forces with Ananda Raju, and in conjunction with Andrews, who 

had been sent to Vizagapatam from Madras to take charge of the factory, 

settled articles of agreement between the company and the Raja to the effect 

that the Raja was to pay the expenses of the expedition and was to be put in 

possession of all the inland country, the company to possess all the conquered 

sea-coast from Vizagapatam to Musulipatam and not treaty for the disposal or 

restitution, whether of the Raja's or the English possessions, to be made 

without the consent of both parties. This treaty being signed, the allies 

proceeded to action. The decisive battle of Condore was fought on 7th 
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December 1758̂ ** and M. Conflans fled to Musulipatam, which surrendered to 

the joint arms of these allies in April 1759. While this famous siege was 

progressing, Salaubut Jung, the Nizam of the Deccan, encamped forty miles 

off, awaiting the result of the contest between the French and the English and 

when victory favoured the later, he entered into a treaty with Colonel Forde in 

which the services of Ananda Gajapati Raju were duly recognized, and 

inadequately compensated. Ananda Raju died soon after and was succeeded 

by an adopted son, Vijiaram Raju, whose elder brother, Seetharam Ra_ju, 

became his Diwan. This enterprising but mis-directed man governed the 

whole country from Rajahmundry to Chicacole from 1760 to 1767. The young 

Raja's title was acknowledged by the Nizam Salaubut Jung in 1760 at 

Rajahmundry. He agreed to pay a tribute of Rupees 2,90,059-4-0 to the Nizam 

but owing to the revolution at Hyderabad when Salaubut Jung was deposed by 

his brother, Nizam Ally, the affairs of this Circar were neglected and 

Sectharama Raju pursued his career of annexation unchecked. Forde's 

expedition was made use of by Robert Clive to procure from the Emperor Shah 

Alam the tlrmaun for the Northern Circars, dated 12th August 1765, and 

consequently it was to Ananda Raju that the British own the cession of these 

provinces. Ihe firmaun with the subsequent treaties of 1766 and 1768 

completed the transfer of the Circars to the British who established their 

authority over the Pusapatis from the year 1767. They then paid their first 

tribute of three lakhs to the chief of Masulipatam, which had remained in 

hands of the Vizianagaram Zamindars since its caputre by Forde in 1759. At 

this time the Hill Zamindaries acknowledged Viziaram Raju as their suzerain, 

and when Andrews came up to Vizagapatam as chief in 1769. Seetharam Raju 
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procured the aid of the company's troops and quelled a formidable insurrection 

against his authority which had broken out among the Hill Zamindars. 

From this time until his retirement from public affairs in 1793, 

Seetharama Raju continued a career of authoritative management in the affairs 

of the Pusapati house His active energies extended to Madras, where the 

Presidency and Council contributed to promote his interest and gratify his 

ambition. His conduct was animadverted on by Dundas in the House of 

commons (in April 1782) and however much of obloquy he obtained, it is 

certain that the Vizianagaram house retained its high position only so long as 

Seetharama Raju was at the helm. 

Thus the political history of Chicacole circar between the second half of 

ihe seventeenth century and the first half of the eighteenth century was the 

history- of the rise of the Vizianagaram rulers. 

He retired in 1793 and in 1794 his brother Vijarama Raju was betrayed 

into a show of contumacy The Company's troops fought him at 

"Padmanabham' on 10th July, 1794, and the old Raja had his palanquin placed 

in the van of the fight and fell at the first discharge. The death of Vijiarama 

Raju marks a turning point in the fortunes of the family. Subject to 

occasional vicissitudes, the importance of the Pusapatis had steadily increased 

throughout the century. Their own dominions and those of their feudatories 

covered an area conterminous with the present district Their tenure of this 

extensive country was that of a tributary prince. 
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Titles: 

The head of the house was honoured by the titles of Mirzah and Manea 

Sultan."^" The title of 'Gajapati' came into Pusapati family after the battle of 

Nandapur/" Vijayarama Gajapati 111 was recognised as the 'Maharaja' by the 

Viceroy John Lawrence/*' and later the British Government conferred on him 

through the Viceroy Lord Northbrook the title of ""His Highness". He was 

enrolled as one among those chiefs that are entitled for return visits from the 

Viceroy. 

The Zamindars, ''possessed under the native government a degree of 

power nearly proportionate to their property. Although that power was 

perhaps not formally recognised, nor regularly executed, still they did possess 

a considerable degree of military, civil and fiscal power. They kept their 

dependents in a state of union, and were by that means, enabled to protect 

them, and maintain themselves".̂ "^ 

The Company accorded him a royal salute of 19 guns when he visited 

their chief at Vizagapatam. These titles and the Salute reduced in 1848 to 13 

guns are still enjoyed as hereditory honours, although the Permanent 

Settelement altered the tenure by which the Zamindari is held, it did not 

deprive the house of its hereditary honours. The British Government in 1862 

recognised his right to the title of 'Raja' and admitted his claim to higher 

distinctions than are usually accorded to Zamindars.̂ "* 
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After the battle of padmanabham, his young son fled to the protection of 

the hill Zamindars who were disposed to raise the standard of revolt in his 

favour, but this was averted by timely measures, and the boy known as 

Narayana Babu received a kaul from Lord Hobart, Governor of Madras, at the 

end of 1794. The dominion of the Pusapatis was then curtailed in its size. The 

hill chiefs were releeised from their position subordinate to the Pusapatis, and 

other tracts were taken from them and were added to the Havelly.̂ ^ 

Ananda Gajapati and his family 

This flourishing conditions of things had its origin in the arrangement 

made by Narayana Babu, who resided for the greater part of his long rule in 

Benares, and left the Samasthanam in the hands of the British Government. 

He died heavily in debt at Benares in 1845, and his successor continued the 

arrangement made by his father for seven years, taking over the management 

m 1852. This Raja, Viziarama Raju, proved himself worthy of his high place. 

An accomplished and liberal man, he fulfilled the duties of his position in a 

manner rarely equalled by an Indian prince. He married Alaka Rajeswari Devi 

popularly known as "Ammaji Sarcar". She had a daughter called Appala 

Kondayamba popularly known as "Rewa Sarcar" and a son called Ananda 

Gajapati. She was given in marriage to Raja Ram Singh.̂ ^ However as he 

died early she had to return to Vizianagaram. She actively supervised the 

affairs of the Samsthanam during the life time of his brother Ananda Gajapati. 

After his demise she could successfully manage the Samsthanam durijig the 

troublesome period of 'Pedda Dava' (Big Suit). But the settlement was 
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arrived only after her demise. She had an efficient secretary in Gurazada, who 

successfully assisted and managed the affairs of the Pedda Dava and protected 

the interests of Maharaja Ananda Gajapati. 

Alaka Rajeswari played a notable role in guiding the Samasthanam 

administration along with her daughter Appala Kondayamba not only during 

the life time of Ananda Gajapati but also afterwards. Infact after the demise 

of Ananda Gajapati she strongly championed the cause of the adoptee to the 

Vizianagaram house Viziarama Gajapati (1883-1922) who happened to be her 

nephew in the Pedda Dava involving the Samsthanam by the contestants the 

Gnatis' (Kinsmen), She died on 12th July 1912. 

Ananda Gajapati Raju was nominated as a Member of the Legilsative 

Council of India in 1884 and 1894. In 1864 he received, m addition to his 

hereditary titles, the title of Maharaja," to which the prefix of His Highness 

was subsequently added. He was decorated K.C.S.l. (knight Commander of 

the most Exalted order of 'the Star of India'). His name was enrolled in the 

list of the chiefs of India, whose visits are returned once in a year by the 

Viceroy. Ananda Gajapati bom in 1850 and died in 1897. In 1881 the 

practice of the ancient salute of 13 guns mentioned earlier was fully 

recognised. In 1882 he was made a Fellow of the Madras University and was 

a Gazetted Member of the Madras Legislative Council in March 1884.̂ *̂  

Ananda Gajapati III (Prince Charming) the Maharajah of Vizianagaram 

ascended the throne in 1879. He was of the most illustrious prince whom the 

world has ever seen. The Maharaja was entrusted to great Indian and 

European scholars to receive instructions in Sanskrit grammar, Kavyas and 
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poetry from Sri Hari Sastry, Pandit M. Narasimhachari, Bhimeswara Sastry 

and Lakshmaji Pandit, a versatile scholar. Major Thompson and Carlyle. 

Ananda Gajapati mastered not only Sanskrit and Telugu but also Latin, 

French, English, Persian and Urdu languages and acquired fame as a great 

poet musician and musical composer. His favourite English writers were 

Shakespeare Edward young, InversoU, Newman, Pope Herbert Spencer, and 

J,S. Mill. He always kept company with a galaxy of brilliant scholars, such as 

N Rama Sarma, Gomatham Srinivasa Chari, K. Ramanuja Chari, Gura^ada 

Venkata Apparao and Gurazada Sree Ramamurty. He appointed Kolluri Kama 

Sastry, Peri Venkata Sastry and Kasinatha Sastry, Manda Chitti Kama Sastry, 

Mysore Bhimachari, Adibhatla Narayana Das, as Asthan Vidwans and D. 

Suryanarayana Somayaji, Pappu Venkanna, Dharwada Madhava Rao 

Niraghatam Krishnayya, Garimella Ramalingam, Mukkamala Viswambarudu, 

Ganti Buchi Sastry, Karra Papayya Sastry, Srinanda Venkata Krishnayya, 

Bhagavathula Lakshminarayana, Karri Padmanabha Swamy, Kaligotla Rama 

Raju, Kaviravani Lakshminarayana, Mattham Rayachari, Veena Ramanayya 

Das, and Hindustani musicians Mohbath Khan (Rudra Veena) Nishavalli 

Khan (Rabob) Abdulla Khan (Sithar) Munavari Khan (vocal) as court 

musicians. Thus Viziayanagar had earned the reputation as one of the best 

cultural centres next to Benares and her fame spread to the continent. Ananda 

Gajapti's Durbar was respected as Sarada Nilayam. '̂̂  

He was not only a scholar but also a social reformer. He introduced a 

"bill to discontinue the sordid practice of selling girls in marriages among 

brahmins under the guise of religion. Whereas it is expedient to discourage 

and put down the barbarious practice of selling girls to persons for marriages 
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under the colour of the forbidden form of marriage called 'Asura' which 

appears to be very prevalent among Brahmins in Southern India". 

Surendranath Banerjee in his book A Nation in Making writes about 

Ananda Gajapati as follows: "Among the friendships that I formed at Madras 

on this occasion was one to which I think I must make a special reference. I 

made the acquiantance of the late Maharaja of Vizianagaram 'Prince 

Charming' as he was rightly called by Sir Mountstuart Grant-Duff, then 

Governor of Madras. He (Ananda Gajapati) was a frequent visitor to Calcutta, 

where 1 had ample opportunities of meeting him, and I will say this of him, 

that I have hardly ever come across a warmer or more generous - hearted man, 

the same helping hand was stretched out to an English firm. Race, colour or 

creed was no barrier to the play of his generous affections, and he was the 

liberal patron of public movements and of public institutions, whether in 

Madras, in Bengal or the United Provinces. I approached him with a request 

for a subscription in aid of the building fund of tlie India Association".'*' The 

second edition of Max Muller's Rigveda came out solely due to his patronage. 

The Government Auditorium in Vizianagaram is fittingly named after this 

"Prince Charming" and Abhinava Andhra Bhoja. 

Tirupati Venkata Kavulu declared that among all the princes they have 

visited Ananda Gajapati was the only discerning scholar.'*^ 

His sister Appala Kondayamba (1849-1912), popularly known as 'Rewa 

Sarcar' initiated many works of public utility, in her 'will' it is as follows: "I 

have deposited one lakh of rupees in the Vizianagaram Samasthanam for the 

maintenance and upkeep of the Gosha Hospital at Vizianagaram which 1 have 



53 

built at my own expense. The said money shall be a permanent endowment for 

the maintenance of the said hospital. I am ananging to build a Chatram 

(choultry) at Vizianagaram near the Railway Station to commemorate the 

coronation of His Gracious Majesty the king Emperor George the Vth, to serve 

as rest-house for travellers. Out of my estate should be set apart one lakh of 

rupees which should be deposited either with the Samasthanam or in safe and 

proper securities. The interest thereon should be utilised in feeding at Benares 

bonafide students belonging to the Teiugu Brahmin Community and observing 

Brahmin Acharam, who may be studying in Benares advanced Sanskrit 

literature and Sastras. 1 have undertaken to bear half the cost of the 

Vizianagaram water works. Out of which I have already paid to Government 

one lakh of rupees. The balance shall be paid to the Government when 

requisitioned, out of my estate".'*^ In such a way she rendered services to 

Vizianagaram. 

Ananda Gajapati passed away issueless on "(23-5-1897) H.H. expired 

at about 3 in the morning".'*'* But on 22nd July 1896 Ananda Gajapati 

registered a 'will' for a heir and successor. The will is as follows: "I Ananda 

Gajapatiraj Maharaja of Vizianagaram, son of His Higliness Sri Vijiarama 

Gajapatiraj, Manya Sultan Bahadur of Vizianagaram, K.C.S.I., declare this to 

be my last will and Testament, and I, the above said Anandagajapatiraj, 

Maharajah of Vizianagaram, have at present no issue either male or female, I 

do hereby appoint Chitti Babu Vijiaramaraj and his male issue to be my legal 

heir and successor, and a representative and I do hereby bequeath to the said 

Chitti Babu Viziaraniaraj all the property (A.R) moveable and immovable of 

the Samasthanam as well as my personal property together with all rights, 



54 

titles, privileges, honours and insignia of the family which I now possess or 

may here at^er acquire".'*^ 

He further states "I do hereby require, direct and authorise the above 

said Chitti Babu Viziaramaraj and his male issue or any successor that may be 

appointed in the several ways provided above he, his heirs and representatives 

shall assume my family name of "Pushavati" and style himself Mirja (A.R) 

Rajah (g) Rajah Viziaramaraj Manya Sultan Bahadur of Vizianagaram""*^ (for 

the full text of the will in Appendix IV). 

"The adoption ceremony was celebrated to-day at 9-45 a.m (on 18th 

Dec. 1897)" writes Gurazada in his diary. Later on the Deed of adoption 

executed on 19th day of December 1897 between Her Highness the 

Maharanee Mirza Manya Sultan Sri Maharajya Lakshmi Sri Alakh Rajeswari, 

Dowager Maharani of Vizianagaram, consort of His Highness the late 

Maharajah Meerza Sri Pushapati Viziarama Gajapatiraj Manya Sultan 

Bahadur, Maharajah of Vizianagaram G.C.I.E., deceased of the one part and 

Sri Bahuroyan Sri Jayapati Kumari, Widow of Sri Babu Narayana Pratap 

Singh Bahadur, deceased, and mother of Chitti Babu Viziarama Raja, minor of 

the age of fourteen years of the other part."*' 

One of the branches of the Pusapati family filed a suit against Chitti 

Babu challenging the adoption in the District court of Viziagapatam of 

thirteenth July, 1903 (O.S. No. 18 of 1903) Chitti Babu alias Viziaramaraju 

lost the case in the lower court and appealed in the High Court in 1909 

(Appeal No. 114 of 1909)."*'* In this case Gurazada played a vital role to 

compromise it. 
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Gurazada and the 'Big suit': 

Rewa Rani placed the responsibility of the "Big Suit" on the shoulders 

of Gurazada. Her confidence in Gurazada was remarkable. Good and honest 

work will never go unrewarded Rewa Rani in her 'will' dated 14th December 

1911, sanctioned life-time monthly allowance of rupees seventy to Gurazada* 

who tops the list of persons who were sanctioned such allowance and his was 

the highest of the lot. 

Gurazada reached Madras on 2nd April 1903. The next day he 

conferred with Sir Bhasyam Iyengar regarding the suit. Afterwards, he 

proceeded to Ooty on 11th April and stayed there upto 14th June. His stay 

there, purported for rest and recuperation, was more absorbed to think about 

the Big Suit.^° Gurazada began to spend some time in Ooty from this year. 

Families of big princes. Englishmen and big lawyers spend two or three months 

m summer at Ooty (Which is a cool place in Tamil Nadu). 

Not merely giving suggestions on the Big Suit, Gurazada had even to 

give evidence as a witness in it. In September 1905, he wrote a letter to one 

worker from Ooty as follows:" 

"Dear friend, 

Your letter has reached me on 16th. I have already informed you about 

the receipt of the file containing my reports. The things you have found out 

reminds me of Columbus' discovery. I am to-day sending my reply to the 
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petition of Jagannadharao. Your research on the issue regarding the 

relationship between Bezwada inscriptions and families of Vizianagaram 

rulers is good, I am happy. 1 have read in the papers about the adjournment of 

the suit. (Big suit) it may come up for hearing in November. Then, should I 

specially go to Madras to discuss with the law>'er? 1 do not think that the 

lawyer will be more helpful than you". 

"Then, about my evidence perhaps, 1 have to give my evidence before 

the Commission. I shall be going to southern region some time in the last 

week of December, or first week of January. So without any hinderance to my 

research work, it would be desirable if my evidence is taken before December. 

Otherwise it will be ditTicult for me to go to Tirunalvele. Please ask the 

pleaders to take my evidence early". 

With all the authentic information in hand, Gurazada is now ready to 

give his evidence and having been fully equipped with all the authoritative 

facts pertaining to the ancient genealogy of the rulers of the samasthanam, he 

is equally ready to prove the same. 

There are three branches in the Pusapati Kshetriya race 1. Rachi Raju 

branch, 2. Tallapalem branch and 3. Regulavalasa branch. Among them, 

those that belong to Rachi Raju branch were the ancient rulers. They belong 

to the progeny of Madhava Varma who ruled Bezawada. They wrote poetic 

works called prabandhas. After the death of Vijayarama Raju (1670-1757) 

without any issues. 1. Ananda Raju III (1732-1760) was brought up and 

connected. It was he who took revenge against French people and invited 

Englishmen to Northern Circars. This Ananda Raju also had no children. 



t57 

After him one person from Tallapalem branch naming him as second 

Viziarama Raju (1749-1794) was taken in adoption and he was seated on the 

throne. By the time he took the Samasthanam he was hardly sixteen years of 

age. He crossed swords with English people and died in the Padmanabha 

battle in 1794. Narayana Gajapati succeeded him and ruled upto 1845. 

Afterwards, his successor Vijayarama Gajapati (1826-1879) occupied the 

throne and ruled the Samasthanam. 'Rewa Rani' Appala Kondayamba and 

Ananda Gajapati are his children. Upto the period of Ananda Gajapati the 

rulers of the Vizianagaram Samasthanam belonged to Tallapalem branch only. 

Those that belong to Regulavalase branch and that have come in 

adoption in the beginning after the death of Vijayaram Raju in the battle of 

Bobbili, are of Pusapati genealogy and are considered as distant relatives. The 

relationship through the common male ancestors is stated to belong to far far 

distant past. To this end, historical evidences are shown.^^ Regulavalasa 

people questioning the validity of taking in adoption by the mother of Ananda 

Gajapati after his death as issueless, filed a suit in the court of law. In support 

of their contention they have shown the necessary genealogical trees as 

evidence. Regulavalasa people have gathered the pandits evidence from 

Eliphinstone's History of India-Vizianagaram Diaries, collection of Kaifiyats 

of Mecanzie. 

Regulavalasa people argue that Ananda Gajapati during his time has 

fabricated the material pertaining to ancestral genealogy to establish his stand 

that China Vijayarama Raju of Padmanabha battle belongs to Pusapati 

genealogy only. After the battle of Bobbili and after the death of one that was 
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brought up as an adoptee, Vizianagaram Samasthanam was successively ruled 

by Vijayaram Raju of Padmanabha battle, Narayana Gajapati, Vijayaram 

Gajapati and Ananda Gajapati and their names have been dubiously entered 

into the Tallapalem lineage. In fact, it was Regulavalasa people that were 

legally qualified to rule the Vizianagaram Samasthanam. But the genealogical 

tables that were prepared during the regime of Ananda Gajapati present a 

ditYerent picture. 

In the famous Pusapati lineage Raghunadha Raju (1652-1685) was the 

first ruler of the Vizianagaram Samasthanam. His brother Tammi Raju was a 

poet. He wrote a book (Prabhandham) name "Srikrishna Vijayamu" 

containing 5 cantoes. In the prelude to the book, he vividly narrated his 

genealogy in 89 verses. Ananda Gajapati got this decked up in the year 1893, 

by Gurazada Srirama Murti'"^ and arranged it to be published with a preface 

containing fifteen pages. There are many important items in this prefiice. A 

catalogue projecting the genealogy of Pusapati Kings was got added to the 

book. On this basis only in the succession suit^'' filed in the year 1903, this 

genealogical table was made ready. There are whispers from some quarters of 

Kinsmen that this is an altered genealogical table. 

Not only the adoption taken by the mother of Ananda Gajapati but also 

the original adoption of Vijayarama Raju (1760-1794) of Padmanabha battle 

was challenged in the suit. 
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The literary researchers aver that the Pusapati genealogy was altered as 

to suit to their vantage even durmg the regime of Ananda Gajapati to establish 

that their ancestor China Vijayarama Raju of Padmanabha battle does belong 

to the line of Pusapati dynasty.'"'' 

Some of the patronisers of Regulavalasa people decry that these 

Western writers have written their historical works believing the false 

genealogy corroborated by Ananda Gajapati and Gurazada Srirama Murti. 

Those that dwell on the patronage of the Kshatriya fame since long strongly 

believe and opine that so far as the matter of succession of the rulers of the 

Samasthanam is concerned a falsification of facts has been furtively schemed 

m a calculated manner. They say that such of those genealogical tables that 

were created against their contention are utterely false and if there are any 

poems in the poetic works (Prabandhas) against their stand they are all 

forgeries. 

Out of those that were published by Ananda Gajapati and his 

patronagers, one cannot definitely say how many forgeries are there, but of the 

three branches of Pusapati race of Vizianagaram one forged document 

pertaining to one Rachi Raju has come to light. Reputed literary critics like 

Nidadavolue Venkata Rao and Cheganti Seshayya depending on these forged 

documents have erred in establishing the period of Vemulavada Bhimakavi.'^ 

Arudra, a noted critic and author of "Samagra Andhra Sahityamu" 

(complete works of Andhra Literature) states that he has published certain 

realities relating to the garland of poems pertaining to Rachi Raju. He further 

states "In the 'Big Suit' both the petitioners and respondents have created false 
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genealogical tables and also altered some of the ancesteral details. Both the 

parties managed to see that important records did not see the light of the day. 

Ihey published such books that were favourable to them either by collecting or 

creating them. Sins are more sinned by both. In dealing with and conducting 

the 'Big Suit' Gurazada had his sinister share. His son Ramadasu at a later 

date has written as follows:̂ * 

"The history of the Vizianagaram rulers is fateful at every stage. There 

is no continuity of their pedigree. There was a break at two or three 

generations and there was no continuity of succession even after adopting 

some male member from other branches. It was for that reason that Ananda 

Gajapati attempted to get the history of their lineage written on the line of 

Gujarat kings and Rajatarangani but it did not fructify. After his death with 

the advent of the Big Suit concerning the succession, their ancestral genealogy 

was got modified by the Maharanis at all convenient places that were 

favourable to them in the Suit under dispute. 

It is not known whetlicr the evidence was tampered or created. The fact 

remains that Gurazada was so deeply immersed in the matter relating to the 

Suit that when he reached Madras on 15th April 1905, his father died on 24th 

April 1905. On hearing the sad news Gurazada rushed to Vizianagaram but he 

could hardly spend only three days in performing the obsequies of his father 

and had urgently rushed back to Ooty. In Ooty, Thomson, Gilman and Others 

were waiting for him. Viziarama Raju who was till then was a minor became 

and acquired the status of Maharaja. The Maharaja met the Governor in the 

Governor's palace. "The Governor's wife came on 5th June to see the 
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Maharaja" wrote Gurazada in his Diary. "It is not known on which particular 

purpose of the 'Big Suit' Gurazada stayed in Ooty till September". 

It is not clear which turn the Big Suit of succession has taken in the 

year 1906. Gurazada collected palm leaves on 26th January 1906 to 

strengthen the preliminary evidence of the Suit. Gurazada noted in his Diary 

on 26th January "second part of the book of Sreerama Murty has to be filed". 

Sri Rama Murty published his book called "Kavula Charitra" (lives of the 

poets) in 1893 during the regime of Ananda Gajapati. The book was 

published not in a single form but in five parts. Probably, the second part was 

useful for the case.''̂  

Gurazada appointed one student by name Ongole Muni subrahmanyam 

directing him to look after his (Gurazada's) research work. He listed out the 

Items of work to be attended to by him "There are some works relating to the 

mscriptions and certain poetic works pertaining to the relatives of the 

Vizianagaram rulers and to note down all the particulars in detail of such heirs 

and translate the poems into English and get them printed has been decided 

upon as my work (project). That apart, to pick up the poems in the first cantos 

from the prabandhas written by Andhra poets and note down the genealogical 

particulars of the author as also the one to whom the book is dedicated and to 

separate the historical events and particulars of rulers and their ministers and 

to establish their period is the work that has to be attended to by me. I have 

been rapidly completing the works entrusted to me that have been got 

commenced and left by Gurazada.***̂  
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The ideas of poems of antiquity translated by Muni Subrahmanyam 

were tailored by Gurazada, and Gurazada published a book by name 

"Prabandham Pedigree" and it was filed as an important exhibit in the 'Big 

Suit'. While getting the particulars of rulers got collected by Muni 

Subrahmanyam, Gurazada personally noted the titles of the rulers. 1. Anipalli 

2. Anuganti 3. Ayodhya 4. Aaratla 5. Aarulla 6. Kasyapa Gotrikula 7. 

Koundinya Gotrikula 8. Gundika 9. Gundeti 10. Gudili l l .Gudae 12. 

Chervunulla 13. Jammuluri 14. Jayapatla 15. Jachcharula 16. Datnarla 

17. Deesatla 18. Dhanunjaya Gotrikula 19. Dhanyavolu 20. Narakola 

21. NingivoUi 22. PatnuUa 23. palkunulla 24. Pallavula 25. Pallivelli 

26 Pasupunulla 27. Paneepalli 28. Payeti 29. Paluri 30. Punugoti 31. 

Purvadi 32. Pusapati 33. Penugonda 34. Paidimukkula 35. Mangipudi 

36 Matnulla 37. Mallela 38. Marutla 39. Rukmala (cheruntu) 40. 

Recherla 41. Repala 42. Valuri 43. Vipparla 4. Viriyal 45. Vetakuri 

46. Selavoli 47. Srimalli/'' 

Gurazada used to go to Madras and refer the records kept in the 

Ancient Oriental manuscript Library there. While gathering the necessary 

records for evidence for the Big Suit, Gurazada started writing the creative 

works in the year 1903 itself He was very much desired to write his works in 

English. The reason for this must have been his foreign friends. He has 

perhaps discussed about this when he met them in Ooty. He began writing 

some stories in English. While in India an Englishman by name J.W. Rees 

having informed Gurazada about his programme requested him (Gurazada) to 

help him in his behalf Eater on he left for England. 
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While the succession suit was pending in the court, Gurazada was lured 

by the opposite party with a bribe. It is said that Vijjapurapu kodanda Rao 

and others representing the opposite party, approached Gurazada with rupees 

forty thousand (silver coins). They did not ask him to give wrong evidence or 

anything like that They llilly knew that they would be winning the case if 

Gurazada remained neutral. They requested him just to remain at home for a 

fortnight on the pretext of illness. Gurazada had hearty laugh and said 

"Kodanda Rao! you know pretty well that I cannot digest a handful of rice 

what can I do with such a huge treasure?" and turned them out.̂ '* 

Gurazada not only rejected the lures of treasure, but he braved even 

against the threat of danger to his person-for, in high places, in such situations, 

physical elimination of key personalities was not a new thing. It is therefore an 

ample testimony of the integrity of Gurazada, his sincerity of object and his 

devotion to the royal family of Vizianagaram and particularly to Maharaja 

Ananda Gajapati who was his patron. 

Naturally, in any suit petitioners and respondents resort to allegations 

and counter allegations to strengthen their stand and produce necessary 

evidence from all the available material open to them in support of their claim. 

Gurazada very much desired to become a lawyer, but as circumstances 

would have it, his wish was not fulfilled. But now, thanks to the Big Suit, 

though he did not possess the law degree, he aquired all the acumen required 
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of a lawyer. He studied the Big Suit carefully, collected all the material 

favourable to the Pusapati rulers and assisted the lawyers in all respects to see 

that the Suit sails successfully in their favour. Rewa Rani who was fully 

aware of Gurazada's ability placed the affairs and conduct of the Big Suit on 

his shoulders. Pusapati ruler's confidence in Gurazada was so higli that he 

could successfully deliver the goods and that he could do his very best in the 

matter. 

For Gurazada, work is worship. It is his ver>' nature to take up any 

work and do it with meticulous care and mathematical accuracy. So he toiled 

hard and left no stone unturned in his endeavours relating to the Big Suit. The 

Big Suit as the very name indicates is so big in dimension, that if any thing 

contrary happens the very foundations of the Pusapati rulers could be shaken 

and the results could be disastrous to the family itself He rose up to the 

occasion. He spared no efforts. His unflinching devotion to the work and his 

faithfulness towards Ananda Gajapati and Pusapati family is unparalleled. He 

could do anything for them, come what may. His ultimate aim as a loyal 

worker of the Samsthanam and close associate of Ananda Gajapati is to make 

ail innings in favour of the Pusapati rulers. He was lured by the opposite 

parties in many ways. But he did not yield. If at all he bent his head, it was 

towards his devotion to work. He fulfilled his promise to Ananda Gajapati. If 

today Vizianagaram is assuming a special place as a seat for learning, and in 

the realms of art, culture, and music, it was due to the historical compromise 

that was brought about by Gurazada in the Big Suit and his action deserves 

acclaim. 
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Arudra could not pinpoint and show sufficient proof about Gurazada's 

hand in foul play if there be any. So his allegation merits no consideration. 

Some how as long as Rewa Rani was alive compromise in the 

succession Suit could not be resisted to as she did not agree for comprise as 

she was tempermentally stubborn and adament. She died on Fourteenth 

December, 1912. Even by that time tlie wind was not favourable to the then 

Zamindars of the Samasthanam. On the otherhand the Suit was dismissed in 

the lower court. An appeal was made to the High Court, Gurazada was fiilly 

seized of the situation. He thought that a compromise was the only solution to 

avoid a debacle for the royal family. Thus a compromise was managed by him 

in between the two parties in the Suit and Gurazada's role therein, was 

significant, as clearly evidenced from the note of G. Appanna on the subject 

of sanctioning the pension to Gurazada, wherein G. Appanna has clearly 

mentioned about the unstinted efforts of Gurazada in the Big Suit. He was 

infact the man behind the compromise deed. 

The salient features of the compromise are that 

1) The adoption under dispute was upheld by the Court and that it passed 

the judgment that neither the plaintiff nor their heirs shall ever call in 

question the validity and the binding character of the said adoption. 

2) That Chitti Babu who was taken as adoption and named as Pusapati 

Vijayarama Raju is entitled to the whole of the Vizianagaram 

Zamindari and all other properties absolutely under the will. 
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3) That the appellants or their heirs should never claim the Zamindari and 

its Devastanams either on the death of the first defendant Chitti Babu or 

thereafter. 

4) That the appellants shall not question the entitlement of the Zamindari 

by Alaka Narayana Gajapati who inherited the Samasthanam to Chitti 

Babu. 

5) That Sizable compensation be paid to the appellants. 

6) That the respondents agree to execute a document agreeing to pay the 

compensation mentioned in the judgement. 

7) Finally that each party to the suit to bear its own expenses (the full Text 

of the judgement is furnished in the Appendix V). 

In his early days the Samasthanam gave Gurazada food and shelter (free 

meals and school-ship) but for which he could not have dreamt of higher 

education on account of poverty. Gratitude is the memory of the heart, 

Gurazada had this admirable quality, enough and to spare. 

The wheel has turned. The Samsthanam faced many difficulties 

virtually the Pusapati rulers position was shaky as could be seen from the 

Succession Suit. Now, the time was ripe for Gurazada to repay his debt of 

gratitude. He rose up to the occasion and brought out the historical 
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compromise, without which the fact of the Pusapati rulers would have been 

unimaginably different. The whole credit assuredly goes to Gurazada and 

Gurazada only. The rest of the people, if any in the compromise are 

secondary. 

Gurazada was largely responsible for the present descendants of 

Vizianagaram Samsthanam to inherit the properties of the Samsthanam. The 

sustained labour he had put in, the expert marshalling of data and the skillfUl 

forensic handling of the 'Succession Case' had enabled him to win the case, 

though it had a telling effect on his already failing health. But, for reasons 

unknown, some people express a sense of resentment against him. Either we 

have to sum it up in Girisam's words 'base ingratitude', or take it as tlie 

product of Jealousy or a paradoxical complex. 

Indian Society in the early Nineteenth Century: 

Indian socity is a complex society. It presented a fascinating and at tlie 

same time a baffling problem, especially in the nineteenth century, described 

as "a century of wrong".''' 

On the conditions of the times then, it was written thus: "It was the 

darkest age in the modem Indian History. An old society and polity had 

"crumbled down and a new one had not yet been built in its place. Devastation 

reigned in the land. All the vital limbs of the society were paralysed; religious 

mstitutions, and schools, village and home, agriculture, industry and trade, law 

and administration, were all in a chaotic condition. An all-round 
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reconstruction and renovation were necessary for the continued existence of 

social life and order"/'^ 

In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Andhra Desa was on the 

threshold of modem Andhra renaissance. An era of social reform was ushered 

in There was also intense literary activity. It marked the beginning of Telugu 

literary renaissance which led to social and political consciousness in 

Andhra.*' At this crucial time Gurazada Venkata Apparao (1862-1915) was 

bom. To appreciate the same, it is first necessary to know the conditions 

prevailing then in the same society. 

A glance at the history of tradition-bound Indian society will lead us to 

an inevitable conclusion that the process of transformation of Indian society 

into a modem society has been very slow and it got momentum during the 

nineteenth century, in the course of earlier centuries, several ugly social 

customs, religious dogmas, usages and traditions developed and most of these 

were responsible for creating hindrances in the way of progress and prosperity 

of the nation. Sanctity was attached to these social evils and any reformer who 

showed an audacity to challenge them had to face the formidable prospects of 

being ostracised. The reaction of conservative people who wanted to maintain 

the status quo was very sharp to any initiative for social reform. Indian 

society suffered from various social evils such as sati, child marriage, 

Kanyasulkam (bride price) polygamy, infanticide, untouchability, purdah 

system, caste system and ban on widow re-marriage, which gnawed at the very 

vitals of the society leading to paralysing immobility of social life and 

economic stagnation. 
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Society in Andtira: 

Society in Andhra during the nineteenth century was based on the 

hierarchical order of innumerable castes and sub-castes. The village 

community was a combination of many caste groups, each in general following 

its hereditary calling and enjoying its fixed status.̂ * When we turn our eyes 

back, the society by and large appears the same as to-day, with the four 

communities Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sudra namely the learned, the 

warrior, the trader and the worker, their ups and downs. The caste system split 

the society into mutually exclusive social groups, prohibited inter-marriages, 

inter sectarian-marriages, interdining, drinking, and even smoking together 

and prevented social fusion more than any other institution in the world, it is 

considered that caste system was 'the steel frame of Hinduism'.^^ Birth is 

connected with the law of karma. Every Hindu necessarily belongs to the 

caste of his parents.'" E)y the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Andhra 

society was being crushed under the heels of caste system. In the process of 

social inter-action, a portion of the indigenous conquered population was 

incorporated into the Aryan fold. The most backward and despised section of 

this incorporated population, it appears, constituted the hereditary caste ol' 

untouchables. 

The old order of Chaturvamas in order of precedence yielded place to a 

new classification in Andhra which can broadly be exemplified as I) Brahmin 

and ii) Non Brahmin upper castes iii) Non Brahmin lower castes and iv) 

depressed classes. Each of these castes was sub-divided into several sub-
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castes Among them Brahmms, who were educated took the tlrst place in the 

caste hierarchy. To the non-Brahmin upper castes belonged to castes like 

Vaisya, Reddy, Kapu, Velama, Kamma, Raju, Balija etc. Sale, Golla, Telaga, 

Vishwa Brahmin etc were considered as lower in hierarchy and were non-

Brahmin low-castes. Still lower in rank were the Mangala and the Tsakala 

(Barbers and Dhobis). To the depressed classes belonged Mala, Madiga, Adi-

Andhra etc., who were considered as polluting castes and were treated as 

untouchables in Andhra, as they were in the rest of the country. The greatest 

weakness of the Andhra society was the denial of education to the lower 

castes. Caste system personified many social evils among Hindus. One of 

ihem was untouchability Brahmins became the custodians of knowledge and 

religion and they peribrmed child marriages, did not allow their widowed 

daughters and sisters for re-marriages. The same practice was adopted by the 

non-Brahmins particularly by those who wanted to claim a superior status. 

Thus a number of evil customs and practices permeated into the daily life of 

various castes. The Brahmanical influence of the society was more in all 

aspects. 

Untouchability: 

The class of untouchables were called by different names in different 

parts of the country. ̂ ^ Abbe Dubois says "on account of their various 

offences, they had forfeited their right to associate with respectable men. 

They formed a class apart, which they continue to live at the present day". 

Real progress in the conditions of the untouchables began only when Mahatma 



Gandhi espoused their cause and gave them a new status in the society under 

the ennobling name of Harijans. 

The economic position of the panchamas or untouchables was 

miserable. They were made to do unclean jobs like scavenging, sweeping the 

streets and removing carcasses of animals etc. They were poor and so they ate 

anything they came across like carrion, flesh of all kinds of animals and birds 

and temporarily became oblivious of their miseries by drinking.^^ 

The food prepared by the backward classes will not be even touched by 

the orthodox Brahmins. They do not touch the water fetched by them unless it 

is sanctified by putting a tew drops of butter-milk in it. Cosmopolitan dincing 

IS strictly prohibited. In those days Gurazada attended a cosmopolitan dinner 

in Berhampur in 1910,''^ "at which (cosmopolitan dinner) all castes including 

Harijans participated.''^ Thus Cmrazada exhibited his cosmopolitan attitude. 

Gurazada composed a poem "Lavana Raju Kala" (Dream of the King 

Lavana ) in 1911 which exposed the social evil untouchability^^ Gurazada was 

a great social reformer and a forerunner of Gandhi in initiating the Harijan 

movement. ̂ ^ 



Position of Women: 

The principle of equality of man brought in by contact with the west 

had important repercussions on the position of women in Hindu Society. By 

the early nineteenth century the position of women in the society had 

degenerated. Her subordination to the husband was recognised. Though 

destitute of virtue or seeking pleasure (elsewhere) or devoid of good qualities 

(yet) a husband must be constantly worshipped as a god by a faithful wife. She 

lost her independence of thought and action, "in childhood a female must be 

subjected to her father, in youth to her husband, when her lord is dead to her 

sons, a woman must never be independent. The deterioration of the status of 

women in Hindu society is seen in the law also, regarding property rights, 

prevalence of sati, ban on re-marriage of widows and growth of the custom of 

child marriage".**" Woman are only living machines to satisfy the sexual thirst 

of males. They are meant to beget children and continue the progeny. 

Infant marriages: 

Infant marriages are quite common. One could see the sacred sutras 

(the symbol of marriage) around the necks of day-old babies and pretty little 

girls. Marriages are performed between seven years old boys and four year old 

girls. If, unfortunately, the boy dies, the girl should suffer widov.'-hood unto 

the last. Like a slave, she has to bear the burden of the entire household 

work, she should not re-marry. In addition to that she was prohibited from 

taking part on all auspicious fianctions. There were a few cases for widows 



consenting to self-immolation m sati, as they preferred immediate death to this 
Q 1 

kind of disgraceful and humiliating life. It seems it is prevalent in Andhra. 

Lord Dalhousie Governor General (1848-1856) who had distinguished 

himself by a policy of bold reform in other directions, passed the widow re

marriage Act of 1856, making re-marriage of widows legal. But it is most 

unfortunate that the strongest opponents are many women themselves. 

Kanyasulkam & Child marriage: 

Most glaring among the ills and evils that beset the Andhra society in 

nineteenth century were Kanyasulkam and Child marriage' Kanyasulkam 

produced, in its turn, evils such as infant marriages and cases of premature 

w idowhood. The condition of a widow, mainly among the upper castes, was 

tragic, as the unfortunate woman was deprived of all plesures of life. ' 

Gradually, opinion in favour of early marriage must have become more 

predominant and, late marriages became rare and in those days, sometimes 

girls were married even when they were a year or two year old, several girls 

died from the ctTect of injury caused to them by their husbands being allowed 

to cohabit them. The elite urged the people the necessity of removing this 

evil practice. 

The evil ^actice of Kanyasulkam (purchase of brides) in Andhra could 

be traced back to the medieval times.^^ However this evil practice was mainly 

confined to the Brahmins as the widoer is not eligible to pertbrm the religious 
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rituals. But the same practice is prevalent in the non-brahmin families with the 

other name as voli**'̂ ' (bride price). The problem of purchase of child brides by 

aged men inevitably resulted in an early widowhood. This practice is 

prevalent in all parts of Andhra like Vizianagaram, Rajahmundry, Nellore and 

Ongole.**̂  

In many cases poor girs are allowed to grow unmarried upto t\velve or 

thirteen years of age and then virtually sold to the highest bidders who are old 

men above the age of fifty years. If the girl happens to possess personal 

attractions, and the old man is rich, the bid is increased. The old man then 

marries the girl, loads her with orriaments and fine clothes and may live for 

two or three years and passes away. After his death the children of his former 

wife, strip the young widow of their old father of all her ornaments and cloths, 

and put her out of the house. If the young widow be a virtuous women she 

earns her livelihood by begging, or working for hire as a menial servant, or 

sometimes sues her step children and gets small maintenance. But if she be 

not virtuous, she commits adultery, becomes pregnant, gives birth to children 

and kills them. 

Some other widows will maintain the meals hotels (putakuUamma) for 

their livelihood and lust can be satisfied through illegal means. Gurazada 

depicted a typical character 'putakuUamma' in his play Kanyasulkam In 

addition to them there are dancing girls in the society. 
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Dancing-Girls: 

Devadasis (handmaidens oithe Gods) are dancing-girls attached to the 

lamil temples, who subsist by dancing and music which are treated as the 

"Oldest profession in the world" **'̂  It is similar to the hetaera of Greece and 

the Geisha of Japan. 

Devadasis formed 'an hereditary caste of women' who consecrated 

themselves in early childhood to temple service. 'They lately numbered over 

two hundred thousand in Madras, and though their skill in dancing and 

singing... may have done something to keep alive those arts, the fact that the 

devadasis were known to be prostitutes, actually degraded the arts they 

practised and made them distasteful to respectable women'.'^' In Vizagapatam 

District these dancing-girls were attached to the shrine of Sri-Kurmam. They 

are also called after Bogams and Sanis.*̂ ^ 

Gradually they were no longer confined to temples and people began to 

hire them to provide entertainment (song and dance) during marriages, 

festivals and also to entertain European officials. Thus their presence during 

the public fiinctions-religious and secular-tended to create an atmosphere of 

lasciviousness, especially among the young. Dancing girls were patronised by 

leading members of society such as vakils (advocates), government officials 

and business men.'̂ "* It was then a matter of prestige to keep a dancing girl as a 

concubine.'̂ '* 



intoxication : 

In addition to the nautch problem, the drinking evil which was wide 

spread among the people occupied the attention of social reformers 95 

Drinking liquor has been a popular habit from time immemorial, though 

this came to be discouraged from the later Vedic Age and 'sastras' condemned 

consumption of liquor as one of the five great sins (Mahapatakas).''*' 

Drinking of liquor was opposed on two considerations economic and 

social. Drinking lead the addicts to commit offences which they would refrain 

from doing under normal circumstances. Drink also affected the health of the 

drunkards. Above all, it kept them permanently in utter poverty as they spent 

their hard earned money on liquor. 

Gurazada Venkata Apparao depicted a scene of a liquor shop on the 

outskirts of Ramachandrapuram^^ village in Kanyasulkam. 

Education: 

Lack of education was another problem and that plagued the society in 

the early half of the nineteenth century. As a result of this illiteracy women 

could not understand their rights and fight for economic and social equality. 

Inequality in all fields was a common feature during that part of the century. 
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Patrick Boyll Smollett (1858-59) Collector of Vizagapatam 

writes" But this great province, with a population of 1,4000,000 souls, 

there is not one school or educational institution to which the Government 

contributes one Shilling. Some years ago it was proposed to found a provincial 

school, but the late Commissioner did not support the suggestion, and the 

proposal was cushioned. He said, that foundation of this institution might 

mterfere with the continued success of an elementary school, conducted by 

some missionaries at Vizagapatam, in view to the conversion of the pupils to 

Christianity and therefore the middle classes and the gentry are left uneducated 

to this day. These matters are not attended to in this country no one cares for 

them".'̂ ^ 

The efforts of various socio-religious reform associations, missionaries, 

reformers and government were aimed at the progress and emancipation of 

women. The female emancipation and the reform movements were the direct 

off shoots of western humanism, which came along with the introduction of 

English education.^ 

The spread of womens' education and the establishment of schools 

systematically in villages brought about some changes that helped in 

eradicating the social evils to some extent. The Maharaja of Vizianagaram 

provided the greatest financial support for girls education in Rajahmundry. 

His girls school began in 1868.'"*' It was anticipated that "female education is 

to receive the frank and cordial support of Government. "101 

In India three main agencies were responsible for the spread of modem 

Education in India. They were the foreign Christian missionaries, the 
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progressive Indians, and the British government, but the role of the 

government was insignificant at that time. 

The Christian IVIissionaries: 

Christian missionaries, who did extensive work in the sphere of the 

spread of modem education in India, were inspired mainly by a proselytizing 

spirit, to spread Christianity among the Indian people. They sincerely 

believed that their campaign to convert the Indians was a civilizing mission. 

They attacked polytheism and the caste inequalities among the Hindus, for 

Christianity fundamentally stood for one God and social equality. These 

missionaries were among the pioneers of modem education in India. 

It was necessary for the colonial authorities to gather a small group of 

local people who would help and co-operate with them. Thus arose tlie need 

for making the English language known to at least a small section of people. 

This area was full of tribal people and hence attracted the attention of the 

Christian missionarises, who had been coming into British Colonies in small 

groups. Exploitation of material and human resources of the area slowly called 

for the introduction of not only the English language but also the English 

system of education.'""^ 

The initiative for starting of English schools and the introduction of a 

modem system of education was taken by the missionaries and they are the 
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effective instruments for the propagation of Christianity among them. In 

addition to the missionaries, the non-missionaries and the Government played 

an important role in promoting education in Vizagapatam district. 

The first protestant Missionaries who visited Vizagapatam district were 

under Rev. George Crane and Rev. Augustus Des Grages on 18th July 1805. 

Several years were devoted to the learning of Telugu, and to planting and 

superintending schools. The first native school was opened on 2nd August 

1805.'""* Anandarayar, a Telugu Brahmin, who was a converted Christian, a 

native of Mangalagiri came to Vizagapatam in 1805 and assisted Rev. George 

Crane and Augustus Des Grages in their missionary activities.'"^ In 1806 they 

had under their care thirty to forty young children including the children of 

luiropeans, i.e. East Indians. They also founded A Charity School, for the 

same classes; this was afterwards made over to the chaplains, and now 

flourishes as the Vizagapatam Male and Female Orphan Asylum. After a time 

the countiy along the coast was visited; Crane preached as far as Chutterpore 

in Ganjam; on his return he died at Chicacole, sixth January 1809, later Des 

(iranges died on Twelfth July 1810. Shortly before his death, the Rev. John 

Gordon and the Rev. William Lee arrived and in 1812 they were joined by the 

Rev Edward Pritchett Lee went North and established a branch mission at 

the town of Ganjam where he had a considerable Finglish and East Indian 

Congregation. 

In 1815 the Rev. James Dawson arrived and for nine years there were 

three Missionaries in the district; they maintained fourteen schools. In this 

institution children were admitted without distinction of caste and an average 
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of one hundred and fifty boys were on rolls during the period between 1840-60 

but there were no converts, Dawson died in 1832. For three years after 

Dawsons's death the district was without Missionaries. In 1835 Rev. J.W. 

Gordon came from England. Soon after his arrival a severe famine occured; 

many poor people brought their children to the Missionaries, begging them to 

take them and feed them, that they might not see them die of starvation. Mrs. 

Gordon and Mrs. Porter had then from eighty to one hundred native girls 

entirely supported and taught in their boarding establishments. There was also 

small "Boys Boarding School," which was afterwards transferred to Chicacole. 

The London Mission Church suffered from scarcity of fijnds and was 

also discouraged by the small number of conversions that are made during the 

century, started learning Telugu under Mr & Mrs Jevet. These conditions led 

to the transfer of the school to Canadian Baptist Mission which was 

established in 1890.'"'' 

Twenty seven year old young Timpany (Canadian) came to Madras in 

1868. By 1869 he was able to converse in Telugu with the villagers. He was 

the pioneer in the missionary activities in Northern Circars this time, the 

Telugu Missions were transferred to the Vicar Apostolic of Madras."^^ In 

1847, Father Stephen Fennelly was in charge of Firanghipuram. Later it 

became the most important Catholic Centre in Andhra.'"" 

On the third August 1848, Abbe Neyre, the first vicar apostolic wrote a 

letter to mother Aloysia, then Superior General in Annecy, asking for sister to 

come to share in the work and merits of our mission in Visakhapatnam.'"*^ 

Hence on 5th December, 1849, they arrived, one of the first apostolates under 
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took to care for the sick and when necessary, attending the dying babies. 

During the cyclone of 1876 and the famine of 1877"" a great apostolate was 

exercised. Later this developed into visiting the villages giving help to dying 

babies, medicine and care to mothers and children. 

In those days Catholics were Europeans or Anglo-Indians, chiefly army 

personal. It was for the education of their children the first boys school was 

started. St Aloysius High School at Vizagapatam in 1864 and in 1868 Sisters 

of St. Joseph started a school at Vizianagaram at the request of the 

Maharaja. *'' 

The Majaraja of Vizianagaram granted the first Catholic Missionaries, 

the village of Mushidivada. Later it was commuted for a ready money 

allowance of Rs. 360/- a year."^ The Vicariate Apostolic of Vizagapatam 

erected on 3rd April, 1850 extended along the Bay of Bengal from Cuttak to 

the mouth of the Godavari."'^ 

These Missionaries started their work through two ways 1) Schools 

and 2) Hospitals. They started hospitals in Vuyyur, Avanigadda, Akividu, 

Kolleru and schools at Vuyyuru, Kakinada, Samalkot, Bhimili, 

Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram, Srikakulam, Tekkali, Sompeta and Bobbili, 

covering five districts.""^ 

The following Christian denominations worked in Vizagapatam district 

(hither to called Waltair) 1. Candian Baptist Mission. 2. Church of South 

India. 3. Luthem Mission 4. Bakta Singh Church (Salam Church). 5. 
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Seventh Day Advantist Church. 6. Penti costel Church. 7. Roman Catholic 

Church etc. 

The Progressive Indians: 

The Andhra Zamindars of Pithapuram, Vizianagaram, Parlakimidi, 

Venkalagiri and other enlightened people played a laudable role in the 

development of higher education. With the aim of spreading knowledge the 

Maharaja started schools and colleges in their respective areas. These colleges 

were efficiently functioning and some colleges like the one at Vizianagaram 

had good buildings, laboratories and staff and gave scholarships and free 

boarding facilities to the poor students. The Zamindars patronised not only 

education but also encouraged the education of women, gave endowments to 

the widow re-marriages etc., and helped in spreading the social reform 

movements in Andhra."^ 

It was in 1857, that Maharaja Vijayaram Gajapati Raj 111 founded a 

Middle School in Vizianagaram for the spread of English education. In the 

history of India 1857 is a memorable year a year of two revolutions, political 

and cultural; the one, an open armed rebellion against an alien ruler-the Sepoy 

Mutiny; the others, a cordial welcome to alien modes of life and learning in 

the founding of the three Universities at Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. 

No school fees was charged and the poor enjoyed a free board as well. 

Vijayaram Gajapati III wanted the school to be a model to over a hundred 

other schools run by him in the Vizianagaram samsthanam then extending over 
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the three districts of Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam and East Godavari. No 

wonder, the school forged a head, by 1868 it was a High School. In another 

decade, by 1879, nourished by the noble prince, nursed by an able 

admmistrator, Chandra Sekhara Sastri, the first Principal, the school 

blossomed into a college with the starting of Intermediate classes, and 

affiliated to the University of Madras."'^ 

The year 1879 was an eventful year. Maharaja Vijayaram, a prince and 

the preceptor, died, and his son Maharaja Ananda Gajapati took over the 

reigns. He ably guided the destinies of the two institutions Maharaja's college 

for linglish studies and the Sanskrit college established in 1860 by his father 

for oriental learning. He held the court not of sycophants and tax collectors, 

but of poets, scholars and musicians. The Motimahal, now the college for 

women, was his Durbar hall. What is now the Girls Hostel was then his 

residential palace. 

Renowned Sanskrit scholars and literateurs like the late 

Mahamahopadhyaya Thatha Subbaraya Sastri and Peri Kasinatha Sastri, noted 

grammarians like Vajjahala China Sitarama Sastri, Gurazada Apparao the 

father of modem Telugu poetry and drama, the classic exponent of poetry, 

drama, music and dance, a versatile giant among creative artists. Adibhatla 

Narayana Das", the father of Harikatha a new form of music and art and 

angelic musician Veena Ramandas were a few of the men of genius who 

adorned the royal court. Vizianagaram in those days, recalled the once 

memor>' of the Hampi Vijayanagar, and came to be known as 

'Vidyalanagaram'. 
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In 1881 District Boards were bom, stated in pursuance of the policy of 

local self government initiated by Lord Ripon. Elementary and secondary 

education fell within tlie purview of the District Boards, and they took over 

many of the schools run by Vizianagaram Samsthanam. Much money could be 

saved on this count by Maharaja Arianda Gajapati and all that was diverted to 

higher education. To provide classroom accommodation to the Degree 

classes, the eastern wing of the present college buildings, containing two halls 

and sixteen rooms, was constructed, and it was opened in 1883 by Sir Grant 

Duff, the Governor of Madras. 

The demise of the principal Chandrasekhara Sastri, in 1887, was a great 

loss to the institution, but his able successor, Ramanujacharier filled the gap 

and nursed the college with consumate skill. Himself a scholar in English and 

Sanskrit literature, he took interest in science education also, and paved the 

way for the construction of the western block of the present college buildings 

containing the physics gallery hall, and it was opened in 1894 by Lx)rd 

Wenlok. The college by now, grew in stature and became one of the premier 

institutions in the then Madras Presidency. 

Ananda Gajapati aspired to build a residential University and set apart 

about a hundred acres of land on the outskirts of Vizianagaram, near 

Matchakonda'. But the premature demise of Ananda Gajapati in 1897, was a 

grievous set back from which the institution could not recover for long. The 

idea of a University receded into the background, never to be realised, 
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although his adopted son Maharaja Vijayarama IV ably maintained the 

tradition of the family. 

Maharaja of Vijayaram was rarely in sound health, but he was truly 

blessed in his noble and charming wife Maharani Lalitha Kumari Devi, and 

two brilliant sons, Maharaja Alakh Narian and Maharaj Kumar Vijayanand. 

The Maharani was a cultured princess. She had her early education under 

stalwarts like Gurazada Apparao.^'^ One day, in 1919, a blind boy came to the 

royal couple for help, and Maharani Lalitha Kumari Devi then mooted the idea 

of a college of Music to help such children. Thus was bom the Vizianagaram 

Music college."* 

Efforts to regenerate the society: 

In the second half of the nineteenth century there was a change in the 

attitude of a number of important personalities towards the above mentioned 

social evils, social reformers like Veeresalingam, Raghupathi Venkata Ratnam 

Naidu and Gurazada and also the Zamindars like A.G. Krishna Rao, Zamindar 

of Polavaram contributed their might to eradicate the above social evils. Of all 

these evils the most prevalent social evil was the child marriages accompanied 

by Kanyasulkam. This particular evil attracted the attention of Ananda 

Gaiapati and Gurazada to fight this social evil, Ananda Gajapati introduced a 

bill m the Madras Legislative Council and Gurazada wrote a number of plays 

especially on Kanyasulkam to high light the evil consequences of the child 

marriage and Kanyasulkam. 
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Ananda Gajapati the Raja of Vizianagaram and the member of tlie 

Legislative Council, Madras proposed a bill"^ against the social evil, 

Kanyasulkam. In that context he wrote a Itter to H.E. Storkes, Chief Secretary 

to Government, which states "the object of the Bill is to put a stop to the 

increasing employment of the Asura form of marriages, which in the purchase 

of a wife by payment to her parents. That tliis form of marriage is inequitous it 

self is evident because to parents as the proper guardians of the child by 

receiving money or some other consideration corresponding to it, for their own 

interest instead of that of their girl, add to the many inexpressible miseries of 

Hindu girls under the existing Hindu marriage laws instead of mitigating them. 

Again it is amounting to slavery is easily found by the fact of the parents were 

receiving money or its equivalent for their religious cloak. It must be admitted 

that it naturally covers under the slavery Act in one form or another if not in 

latter at least in the spirit of the Code I can almost say with certainity that 

not less than one thousand such marriages take place annually in Northern 

Circars alone.'^° 

This kind of political, social, economic and educational conditions 

prevailed in the later part of the nineteenth century. These conditions 

motivated Gurazada to eradicate the evils deep rooted in the society to some 

extent. He tried to bring awareness in the people through his writings, so that 

there might be some kind of change in the thinking pattern of the people. 
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Vol. I. (First published 1885) Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 
1987, p. 54. 

25 Edward B. Eastwick, Hand-book for Madras, pp. 339-340. 

26. T. Donappa, Andhra Samasthanamulu Sahitya Poshana, (Telugu) 
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27. M. Syama Sundar Kamaraju, "Social change amongest the Jute Mill 
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Edward Thornton History of the British Empire in India, (third 
edition), Vol. I, 1862, p. 64. Henry Beveridge, Comprehensive History 
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29 Burra Seshagiri Rao, Padmanabha Yuddam (Telugu) publishers Sri 
Vatsavayi Raya Jagapati Verma Garu, Hanaili, Peddapuram, East 
Godavari District - 1935. 

30 Srikrishna Vijayam is a Prabandham (poetic work) written by Tammi 
Raju VI (AD. 1608-1680) a poet from the Royal family, in which he 
mentions the earliest date of The Manae Sultan acquired by Tippa Raju 
brother of Timma Raju in the Pusapati family between 1446-1523. He 
praises his ancestral Royal king in the following lines: 
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Varalalonagrqju davarana varana vyri vikramo 
darudu ganchae Manae Sultanu Binidambu 
Tippadha treeramanundu 

Which means among them the valorous, chivalrous, courageous 
lion-like Tippa Raju obtained the title Manae Sultan. 

31. In the same Sri Krishna Vijayam it is written as follows; 

Ari balambula Nandapurapu Sailamunodda 
Mardinchi Gajapati manyudayyae. 

Bhoori synyamulato bodavi Bellamukonda sadhinchae 
nissanka sahasamuna. 

Dattinchi laggalu pattinchi chaekonae prabaludae mytri 
Sri Rangaraju konda 

Ballidudi yodapallae gykoniyae vipakshulandaru 
patapanchaluganu 

Tribhuvaniraya biruda pradeepturavu 
Singana jayinchae vedaviti chaenta bodavi 
Kalana saerananna bahadi khanu gachae 
Raja bhoopalu Tammadhara varunda. 

32, Viceroy's (JOHN LAWRENCE 1864-1869) letter dated 11th day of 
March 1864 to Viziaram Gajapati Raju as folows: Whereas you 
tendered a sum of Rupees 20,000 as an endowment (sic) in support of 
the Civil Dispensary at Vizagapatam. 1 therefore in consideration of 
this instance of your liberality and of the example which you have set to 
neighbouring Zamindars in the general good management of your 
estates, confer upon you the title of Maharajah as a personal distinction 

33 W.K. Firminger, The Fifth Report from the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on the Affairs of the East India Company. Vol. II, 
Calcutta, 1917, p. 610. 

34. Fort St. George Gezettee of the 5th March 1847, p. 160. No. 56 of 
1847. 

35. Havelly means the name given to the demesne or household lands of the 
sovereign. 
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36. A. Vadivelu, The RuHng chiefs. Nobles and Zamindars of India, Vol.1, 
1915, pp. 135-137. It states as follows: Appalakondayamba was given 
in marriage to the ruler oi Madhoghad Raja Ramsingh who was a 
cousin of Raghuraja Simha. G.C.S.I. 1854-1880 the ruler of Rewa in 
Baghelkhand. 

37. Johns Lawrence, His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General's 
letter to Honorable Viziaram Gajapati Raj of Vizianagaram dated 11th 
Day of March 1894. 

38. CD. Maclean's Manual of The Administration of The Madras 
Presidency Volume-L (First published: 1885), Asian Educational 
Services, New Delhi, 1987. pp. 54-56. 

39. M.R. Sasti7;s (art) Royal composers and patrons of Music. J.A.H.R.S. 
Vol. XXVlIl-1962-1963 part I and 2. pp. 9-10. 

40 G.O.Ms.No. 13, dated 1-2-1888. This act may be called the 
Kanyasulkam Act of 1888. 

41 Surendranath Banerjee, A Nation in Making, Madras 1931. pp. 104-
107. In this book, further it is as follows: He wanted to know from me 
how much money was required and how much I had already secured. I 
put the figure at the modest sum of twenty thousand rupees; and I said 
I had obtained promises of five thousand rupees, among the donors 
being the Maharani Swarnamoyee, who had subscribed two thousand 
rupees. He said to me, with that warmth so characteristic of him, 
'Suren Babu, what is the good of your going to this man and that man, 
and wasting your time, which might he otherwise usefully spent? I will 
pay you the balance of fifteen thousand rupees'. His word was his 
bond; and with this princely gift we secured for the Indian Association 
a name and a habitation. We asked permission to hang his oil painting 
in the hall of the Association. 

42. Tirupati Venkatakavulu, the celebrated literary giants states as follows: 
(Trans 1 iteration) Emu juchina rajulandella okka Vizianagara 
Maharajuvetta. 
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43. 'Will' of Sn Rewa Maharani Appalakondayamba, dated 14th 
December, 1911. 

44 Gurazada's Diary entry dated 23-5-1897. 

45. Registered copy of the 'Will' executed by Sri Ananda Gajapati Raj 
dated 22nd July 1896. (G. Bhaskara Rao, sub-Registrar) Registered as 
No. 6 of Book III Vol. pages 382, 383 and 384,24th July, 1896. 

46. Ibid. 

47. Registered as number I of 1898 of Book 4, vol.6, pages 397, 398, 399 
and 400, 8th January 1898. 

48. Appeal No. 114 of 1909. 

1. Sree Pusapati Ramachandraraju Garu, 
2. Sree Pusapati Venkatapatiraju Garu, having died his legal 

representative 5th plaintiff Pusapati Venkatapathiraju Garu, 
3. Sree Pusapati Ramabhadra Raju Garu, 
4. Sree Pusapati Kumara Venkatapati Raju Garu .... Appellants 

(Plaintiffs 1 to 4) 
1. Sree Rajah Chitti Babu Viziaramaraju, Maharajah of 

Vizianagaram. 
2. Sree Pusapati Alka Narayana Gajapati Raju, Bahadur Garu, 

being minor by guardian J.CH. Fowler Esq., (Vide Order, dated 
11-3-13 in C M P . 598/13.) 

3. Pusapati Ramachandra Raju, 
4. Pusapati Chinna Ananda Raju, 
5. Pusapati Simhadri Raju, 4th supplemental defendant Chinna 

Ananda Raju, being insane, represented by his son, 
Viziaramaraju, 

6. J.CH. Fowler, lisq.. Trustee, supplemental respondent (Vide 
Order, dated 11-3-13 on CM.P. 597 of 1913). 

Respondents. 
(Defendants and 

Supplemental 
Respondents). 
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49. 'Will' of Sri Rewa Maharani Appala Kondayamba, dated 14th 
December 1911. / annex a schedule of officers, clerks and menial 
servants in my service and the life allowances which I bequeath to 
them on the condition that they do not leave my service without my 
permission before my death. They shall be entitled to receive the 
monthly allowances set against their names in the schedule out of my 
estate for their respective lives. The said allowances are to be paid to 
them irrespective of the pay, pension or allowance which they may get 
from the Samasthanam. 

SCHEDULE OF MONTHLY ALLOWANCES 

Serial 
No 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6, 
7. 

8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

Name of the person 

Gurajada Venkata Apparow 
Kanukurta Venkata Krishnarow 
Bhaganagarapu Suryanarayanarow 
Sagi Lakshmipatiraj 
Chapa Mangayya Naidu 
Veluthuri Jaganatharow 
P. Varadarajulu Mudaly 

Yerramilli Suryanarayana 
Kavirayanai Jogayya 
Parvati Bai 
Swayampakala Ramappa 
Kasavajhula Subbamma 
Godavari Bangaramma 
Palli Paidayya 
Duppada Appadu 

Vizianagaram, 14th December, 

50. Gurazada's Dairy entry dated 13th July, 1903 

51 Guraza da's letters pp. 229-230. 

Amount of monthly 
allowance for life 

Rs. 70 (Seventuy) 
Rs. 60 (Sixty) 
Rs. 50 (Fifty) 
Rs. 45 (Forty-five) 
Rs. 40 (Forty) 
Rs. 30 (Thirty) 
Rs. 25 (Twenty-
five) 
Rs. 25 do 
Rs. 25 do 
Rs. 10 (Ten) 
Rs. 10 (Ten) 
Rs. 10 (Ten) 
Rs. 10 (Ten 
Rs. 5 (Five) 
Rs. 5 (Five) 

1911. 
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60. Gurazada Rachanalu Lekhalu, (Telugu), p. 71-72. 
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Rao, Visalandhra, Vijayawada, March, 1958, pp. 73-77. 

62. Gurazada Lekhalu, p. 158. 
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Visakhapatnam Zilla Vruttanta Sangraham, Vizianagaram, 1889. 

64. Ramesh Rachanalu Oka Dasabdam Gadichaka, (Telugu), Navodaya, 
Vijayawada, 31st May 1989, p. 21. 

65. Pyarelal: Mahatma Gandhi - The Early Phase; Navajivan Publishing 
House, Ahemadabad, 1965, Vol. VI, p. 9. 
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66. K. Iswara Dutt: Quoted in Congress Cyclopaedia - Published by the 
Author, New Delhi, 1967, pp. 1-2. 

67 JohnG. Leonard. Kandukiiri Viresalingam, (1848-1919),Tdugu 
University,. Hyderabad, 1991, p. 63. 
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districts see the Fifth Report of the Select Committee for the Affairs of 
the East India Company, 1812, Calcutta 1918, p-85. 

69 A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism, popular 
Prakashan, Bombay, (First published 1948) Reprinted 1994, p. 243. 

70 Indian Statutory Commission (Vol. I) Simon Commission Report, 1930, 
p. 34, 

71. A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism, op.cit., p. 263. 

72. Untouchables were called Mains and Madigas in Circars, Pariah's in 
Tamil country, Holiyas in Canara, Polyas in Malabar and Dhedas in 
Maharastra. They were known as Chandalas to the writers of the 
Smritis. 

73. Henry K. Beauchamp's (tr) of Abbe Dubois-Hindu Manners, Customs 
and ceremonies. Vol I. p. 53. Also see Edgar Thurston, K. Rangachari: 
Castes and Tribes of Southern India^ Asian Educational Services, 
New Delhi, 1993, p. 329. 

74. D. Sadasivan's The growth of Public opinion in the Madras Presidency 
(1858-1909), University of Madras, Madras, 1974, p. 124. 

75. Mangipudi Venkata Sarma, Niruddha Bharatam (Asprusyata 
Khandana), (Telugu), Madras, 1933, pp. 41-42. 

76. Gurazada Rachanalu Kavithala Samputi Mutyala Saramulu, 
Visalandhra, Hyderabad, 1989, p. 6. 

77 T.V. Ramana Murty, "Gurazada Apparao", Deccan Chronicle, dated 
30th November, 1985. 
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78. Gurazada Rachanalu Kavithala Samputi Lavana Raju Kala, pp. 18-34; 
also see John Akkidas and Jayadhir Tirumala Rao, "Dalit Poetry, 1910-
1947, and Analysis" (summary) in Andhra Pradesh Hitory Congress, 
Vol. XVIII. Tenali, 1994, p. 107. It is as follows The Savama writers 
who composed poems against untouchability were Gurazada Apparao, 
Cherukuvada Venkataramayya, Damajipurapu Venkata Narasimha Rao 
and others. 

79. T. V. Ramana Murty, "Gurazada Apparao", Deccan Chronicle, dated 
30th November, 1985. 

80. Max-Muller (Ed) laws of Manu (translated by Buhler) V. 148, p. 195. 

81. Judicial consultations, Nos 2 and 4, April 6, 1821; Nos. 11-12, July 27, 
1821 (Madras Presidency) T.A., also see Vennelacunty Soobrow, Life 
of Vennelacunty Soobrow, Madras, 1873, p. 51. He wrote / visited the 
ceremony of a widow ofToomoo Paupaiah who had just died burning 
herself on the funeral pyre of her deceased husband. It occured in 
1822; John A.A. Boswell (ed) Manual of the Nellore District ( in the 
Presidency of Madras), Madras, 1873, p. 250; William Howell, a 
missionary of Lx)ndon Missionary Society at Cuddapah in 1830s 
recorded two instances of sati, and in another case prevented its 
occurrence with the help of the police. Missionary Chronicle (L.M.S.) 
December 1831, London, pp. 642-43, cited in Bangorey ed.. Glimpses 
of LocEil History from C.P. Brown's Letters; An Anthology of 
Cuddapah Letters, Tirupati, 1977, pp. 61-62. 

82. S. Srinivasachri, Social and Religious movements in the 19th century, 
p. 40. The strongest opponents are many women themselves. The 
orthodoxy might be summed up in tliese words; "we are bom once, we 
die once and we marry once". 

83. B. Kesava Narayana Political and Social factors in Andhra, 1900-
1956, Navodaya, Vijawada, 1976. p. 201. Also see V. Rama Krishna 
Social Reforms in Andhra, Vikas publishing house. Delhi, 1983, p. 11. 

84. Swadesamitran dated 18th July, 1890. Also see Vrittanta Chintamani, 
Karanataka Prakasika dated 28th January, 1891 and 11th August, 1890 
respectively 
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85 For the prevalence of this practice in the South (including the Andhra 
region) during the times of Vijayanagara Kingdom and the manner of 
laws that were passed during those times in relation to social problems, 
states, V. Rama Krishna Social Reforms in Andhra, op.cit, p. 106. 

86. W. Francis, Vizagpatam District Gazetter, Asian Educational Service, 
New Delhi (1907 Edn) 1992, p. 76. Also see Edgar Thurston K. 
Rangachari Castes and Tribes of Southern India. Asian Educational 
Services, New Delhi, Vol I pp. 128-130. Voli is common among the 
Bhagtas a class of Telugu fresh water fishermen, also see Castes and 
Tribes of Southern India, Vol. VII, p. 436. It is as follows: In this 
community (Bhagatas) at marriages, the bride is presented with jewelry 
as a substitute for the bride-price (voli) in money. The yatas are the 
today-drawers of Ganjam and Vizagapatam. In this community also the 
custom of voli or bride-price is prevalent. 

87. During the first half of the nineteenth century this practice was rampant 
in Andhra. Charles Philip Brown Acting Criminal Judge at 
Rajahmundry in 1833 received a letter irom a village officer, requesting 
him for monetary help of an amount of sixty rupees to purchase a bride 
for his second marriage since he happened to be a widower, states C.P. 
Brown, Telugu Reader, Madras, 1852, pp. 193-94. 

88. Amudrita Grandha Chintamani, Literary Magazine from Nellore, 
Editor, Pundla Rama Krishnaiah dated, March 1897. Published a 
review on Kanyasulkam play states "This practice (Kanyasulkam) is 
prevalent in our Mandalam (Nellore) and the neighbouring Mandalam 
like Ongole. This should be controlled either by law or by the 
punishments. Also see census of India, 1819 vol. XIV, Madras Table 
VIII, part B. ChintamanijFebruar)', March, 1898. 

89. Census of India 1909, Vol. XV; Madras, part I, Chap. VIII, p. 151. 

90. Hetaera is a class of professional independent courtesans of ancient 
Greece . Geisha is a group of women entertainers and mistresses of 
Japan. 

91 A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nalionalism, op.cit., p. 276. 
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92. Edgar Thurston, K. Rangachari Castes and Tribes of Southern India. 
Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 1994. Vol. 11, p. 129. 

93. V. Rama Krishna, Social Reforms in Andhra, op.cit., p. 135. 

94. Kandukuri Veeresalingam, Sveeyacharitramu (Rajahmundry, 1954) 
Vol.1, p. 62. Veeresalingam worked as an English clerk in the office of 
the Government pleader, Chitrapu Kamaraju. Then his reaction to the 
lawyer's behaviour in the office indicates He was one of those who 
believe that it is quite respectable to have a concubine, who is 
indispensable in maintaining one's status. In this respect, he is one of 
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95. D. Sadasivan The Growth of Public Opinion in the Madras Presidency 
(1858-1909), op.cit. p. 126. 

96. Panchamahapatakas' (five great sins) are I) Killing the teacher, 2) 
Killing the child, 3) Killing the women, 4) Intercourse with the 
teacher's wife and 5) Consuming the intoxicated liquor. 

97. Gurazada Kanyasulkam, Jayanti Publications, Vijayawada, First 
Edition, June 1983, p. 192. 

98. Patrick Boyll Smollett (1858-59) Madras : Its civil Administration; 
being Rough Notes from personal observation, written in 1855-56, 
published 1858. London-Richardson brothers, (page number not 
traced). 

99. Nandaial Chatterji, British rule and India's Cultural Renaissance, 
Journal of Indian History, Vol. XXXVI, part III, December 1958, p. 
300. 

100. Report from W.A. Happell, President of Muncipal Commissions, 
October 1883. No. 34, Madras financial proceedings (M F P) No. 58, 
10 January 1884, Memorial from the inhabitants to Rajahmundry, 
Madras, Educational proceedings (MEP),No. 315, 31 May 1889, lOL. 



99 

101. Gurazada's Soudamini (a sketch of a novel) unpublished. 

102. A.R. Desai,Social Background of Indian Nationalism, p. 139, op.cit. 

103 P. Manikyamba's article Early English Educational Institutions in 
Visakhapatnam, Itihas, Journal of A.P. State Archives Vol. VIII, No. 2, 
1980, p. 115. 

104. Carmichael, A Manual of the District of Vizagapatam, p. 354. 

105 J. Mangamma, Andhra Deesamloo Christava Missionarila seva 
(Telugu), Telugu Akademi, Hyderabad 1992, p. 23. 

106 Akundi Venkatesvvara Rao, 'Andhra Desamu - Harijana Samasya", 
Bharati, 1939, p. 70. 

107 Rev. W.G. Cardo, History of Candian Baptist Mission in Northern 
Circars. Padmanabha press, Kakinada, pt2. 

108. Y. Vittal Rao, Education and learning in Andhra tinder the East India 
Company, First Edition 1979, Secunderabad, p. 173. 

109. Abba Neyret letter as follows: " The total lack of education for the poor 
people, the disease, harshness of the lot of widows and orphans, the 
despair of the incurably sick and the little dying children, the infant 
mortality rate being unbelievably high." 

110. Macleans, Manual of the Administration of Madras Presidency, op.cit. 
p. 300. 

A great famine m Southern India, of 1876-78 was in respect of the area 
and population affected and the duration and the intensity of the 
distress, the most important calamity of its kind experienced in Britisli 
India since the beginning of the century. The affected areas 74,000 
square miles, with a population of 16,000,000 persons. 
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111 Fr. K. Jogi Babu, head master Pedda Boddepalli (art) Education and 
the Diocese of Visakhapatnam, Souvenir 100 Diocese of 
Visakhapatnam 1886-1986, p. 63. 

112. Carmichael, A Mamtal of the District of Vizagapatam, pp. 352-53. 

113. CD. Macleane, Manual of Administration oj Madras Presidency. 
op.cit. p. 628. 

114. Interview with T.A. Izak, Paster-Visakhapatnam, dated 28-10-95. 
Interview with Sri Y.S. Prabhakara Rao, Head Master, C.B.M. High 
School, Visakhapatnam, dated 27-10-95. Interview with K. 
Venkateswarao Rao, Teacher, Queen Marty's High school, dated 28-
10-95. Interview with Jacinth of sacred Heart High School, 
Gnanapuram, Visakhapatnam, dated 28-10-95, interview with G. 
Ananda Rao, President, Quirk Memorial Baptist Church, 
Visakhapatnam, dated 28-10-95. 

115 Y. Vaikuntham, Education and Social change in South India - Andhra 
1882-1920, New Era, Madras, 1982, p. 93 

116, The New Madras IJniversity-the present University of Madras was 
incorporated by an Act dated 5th September 1857 for the purpose of 
ascertaining by means of examinations, the persons who have obtained 
proficiency in different branches of literature, science and art, and of 
rewarding them by academical degrees as evidence of their respective 
attainments, and marks of honour proportioned thereunto. CD. 
Maclean's Manual of the Administration of the Madras Presidency, 
Vol. I, op. cil., p. 572. 

117. Maharani Lalitha Kumari Devi's letter to G.V. Subbarao of Bombay 
(President: The Gurazada Souvenir Committee) from Vijayanagaram 
Bhawan, Benares, UP. dated November 3, 1972. States "It was my 
proud privilege to know the late Sri Gurazada Apparao Garu very 
intimately and it was he who taught me Tennyson's poems". 
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118. K. Bhaskara Ramamurty (Editor-in-chief) Maharajah's College 
Magazine Centenary Souvenir, Vizianagaram, 9th November, 1971, 
Vol. 38, pp. i to iii. 

119. G.O.Ms.No. 13, dated 1st February 1888. Pusapati Ananda Gajapati, 
the Maharaja of Vizianagaram introduced a bill in the Madras 
Legislative Council, to discontinue the sordid practice of selling girls in 
marriages among Brahmins under the guise of religion. In this 
connection under the order of His Highness the Maharaja of 
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120. Ananda Gajapati's letter to the Hon'ble H.E. Strokes, dated 17th 
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