
CONCL USION/RESUME 

The formation of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind constitutes an important 

chapter in the history of freedom struggle of India. As has been projected in this 

dissertation, tiiis government was basically and obviously a wartime military government 

but at the same time it also functioned as a civilian government to look after the civil 

population and co-ordinate the civil administration with the military administration within 

the single network of the I.N.A. movement under Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Hence at the 

very outset it is necessary to critically examine the fundamental ideas of Subhas Chandra 

Bose, and it fas been done in Chapter I on the ideological background with reference to 

Bose's concept of nationalism, democracy, secularism and socialism. The main purpose here 

is to link up the basic ideas of Bose as the main guideline in the formulation and functioning 

of the Azad Hind Government and moulding and shaping its character and objectives. Thus. 

for example, his faith in nationalism, secularism and democracy influenced the character of 

this government as an intensely nationalistic and truly secular and democratic one. The 

Azad Hind movement under him was an embodiment of his uncompromising anti-

imperialistic militant ideology, while simultaneously it served to protect human values. 

national cultural values through his administration. It was indeed a unique experiment in the 

history of Modern India and Modem Indian political thought. It is followed by a brief 

discussion of the political and military background highlighting the different aspects and 

phases in Bose's political and military career culminating in the I.N.A. movement under his 

leadership anc formation of the Provisional government of Azad Hind by him in 1943. 

The following chapter (Chapter II) is devoted to a critical estimate and lucid 

exposition of the character and objectives of the Provisional government of Azad Hind 

which has vivjdly portrayed the national, secular and democratic character of the Azad Hind 

government. yJetaji's ideal of functional realism led him to join hands with the Axis Powers 

for his countr}''s freedom, but he was ever vigilant to safeguard the national independence of 
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India and never sacrificed his independent stand to realise it without any tendency of 

compromise, in these respects. His end was Indian freedom, and the Axis help was merely 

the means to this end, there being never any ideological proximity or affinity with the 

Fascism or Nazism. 

This patriotic ideal has been all along preserved by the Azad Hind Government 

reflected in its different administrative progremmes and activities sought to be realised by 

Netaji's abiding faith in and commitment to honesty, sincerity, integrity, discipline and 

efficiency. On the basis of these virtues and qualities he built up the military and civil 

administration of his I.N. A. Government as a strong, organised and efficient administrative 

and military machinery. 

As a confirmed democrat, he believed in gender equality and justice and so he sought 

to protect and promote the rights of women and break through the conventional model of 

Indian women's life confined to the domestic chores. Hence the formation of the Rani of 

Jhansi Regiment - the first ever Indian women's army. All these aspects of the I.N.A. 

movement under Netaji's Azad Hind Government have been discussed in Chapters III and 

IV. In Chapter V an elaborate comparative estimate has been made between the two 

military experiments of Netaji - one in Europe and the other in East Asia - the European 

front of national liberal movement raised by him with the establishment of a Free India 

Centre and creation of the Indian Legion - and the I.N.A. movement : the Indian 

Independence League, the Provisional Government of Azad Hind and the Indian National 

Army. 

On the one hand, the difference and on the other the similarities between these two 

movements in their different dimensions, has been clearly depicted. At the outset it should 

be pointed out that while in Europe, particularly in Germany Netaji could not work with fijll 

freedom because of the inhibitions and indifference of Hitler, in the case of the I.N.A. 

movement in East Asia, the Centre of which was Japan, Netaji could work independently 

and to his satisfaction because of the co-operation of Prime Minister Tojo. The picture of a 
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limited movement in Germany was attested by the very titles of the administrative and 

military wings - the Free India Centre and the Indian Legion, while in the case of the I.N. A., 

movement suggestive titles of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind internationally 

recognised by fd ît̂  states, and the Indian National Army pointed to the fuUfledged character 

of the movement. Again, in the case of the Indian Legion in Germany, Netaji had no 

absolute control over it as it was the Fuehrer and not Netaji, who was the head of this army, 

while in the case of the I.N.A., it was Netaji, as the Supreme Commander, had absolute 

control over it. Furthermore, while in the case of Germany, Netaji failed to achieve a 

satisfactory extension of the movement in different parts of Europe, with regard to the 

I.N.A. liberation movement, it was extended by Netaji to different parts of East Asia. This 

explains the failure of the German experiment of Netaji; and the success of the I.N.A. 

independence movement ultimately leading to India's freedom. 

The basic common features of these two phases of national liberation movement 

under Netaji have also been pointed out - (i) the fundamental patriotic or nationalistic 

character and objectives of these two movements for expulsion of the British from India and 

attain India's freedom with the help of national revolutionary armies formed out of the 

Indian POWS. (ii) The two-fold aims of ensuring the independence of the movement and 

independence of India were all along preserved in both of these movements - no 

compromise was ever permitted by him. (iii) Both these movements were an extension or 

the second front of the national movement going on in India : a complement or a supplement 

to it : no alternative movements or no rival challenge dictated by any personal hankering for 

power or leadership on his part. They were part and parcel of the Indian national movement 

under the leadership of Gandhiji. (iv) Administrati\ e and military measures adopted and 

enforced in both these cases were alike inspired and influenced by the lofty ideals of 

patriotism or nationalism, secularism, religious toleration or national integration, democracy 

or humanism for which both these movements were national, liberal, secular and democratic 
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in character - This is because the fountain of the ideas and ideals of these two movements 

was the same and one individual - Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Finally, in the last Chapter we have raised the question of the locus standi of the 

Provisional Government of Azad Hind. It has been proved with logical and factual evidence 

and justified on the basis of international law that it constituted a legitimate government 

accredited with national sovereignty and recognised by other countries. All the essential 

conditions or pre-requisites for the formation of a government were fulfilled by this 

government - territory, international recognition, habitual obedience of the people, financial 

resources, organised government, existence of a state machinery and a code of law etc. This 

is why the I.N.A. movement, as Bhulabhai Desai, the Defence Counsel in the I.N.A. trial, 

pointed out, with reference to facts and figures, was not an insurgency, and constituted no 

war crime against the British Government. It was a national war of independence for India 

under a national Sovereign State or Government, against the British Raj. This was the true 

significance of the I.N.A. movement and the exact relevance and importance of the 

Provisional Government of Azad Hind under the leadership of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


