
CUAPTBR ~ I 

Doaogriq^y that atudiaa p o p o i a t i o s , liaa i t a focroa mt mmtmutm 

tiMi rataa «wl tsaiida of var ie«a i»i^;mlati<»a ebarafetariat iea aiadb aa 

diatrilMatioB. grovtte. dana i ty , cowpoai t iea a t e * Xa faet« tlMxa i a 

pTKit iea l valua i a aaaa^riog p^niXation gvewtli t o Jaa atoCLa t o plan 

f o r a a t i a f y i n g nan's MMMia throu9fe«>iit l i f a i i i w food, c l o t l i i i m . 

alMiltar arui Many otlMir n a c a a a i t i a a . Thm ilavaiopnant of thm totrna 

and p^^dat ioB growth mxm intioHitaly ra la tad and iMMaoiogoua i o 

na tara . ftia eoexweixa growth in p^pttlati<MB wi th in a <MMB|>arativ«Xy 

short apan of t i n a haa brought in i t a Widiia. aovaraJL i n t o r e s t i n g 

dkmogrsqpbie aapaets which hava g r a a t i y Hmtildad t ^ s t r u e t o r a l f o m 

and o i t l tora l l i f a o f tha c i t y ( s i n ^ « 1972 ) • Any coMprahaaaiva 

gaografAieal analyaia of a ragion ahouULd taica i n t o aewotant tha 

d i f f a r a n t i a l gr«Mith of p^^cmlaticm. ACMsoxding t o Trawartha* niMriMir, 

teaaitiiM* d i a t r i b a t i ^ M and g t t a l i t i a a of tha p ^ m l a t i o o provida 

t h e aaaant ia l baekgraiiad f o r a l l gao ĵpr^m^y ( TvMfartha* 1972 ) • 

%>onographie aeiiNMaaat i a a t tba haart o f t h a foxcoa which iaf lmasea 

tha ehsAga in t i s w and apacMi «MHBtmitV P^^Rilaticm l a tha e a a t r a l 

a laaant aroand which a l l o thar aJUniMita rmralva^ Zt i a frwa popula

t i o n o n l y tha t othar alaawnta dariva gacgr^qribieal a i g n i f i c ^ i e o . 

Thua. tlM atiidy of p(^mlati<»B i a tha a i a g l a aoat ia«)ortant a^proac^ 

t o geography and one in which tha ragicHial ccmeept haa i t a broadaat 

a p p l i c a t i o n ( (Shoah« 198S ) . 
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1«1 hKBA htm POPPLATIOM DISTRIWfTIO£I i 

s p a t i a l d ia tr ibot i^B aad arr«^paNiat o f popi i lat ioo aro 

a i ip i l f i eant f o r tbo d o v o l a p i o t ^ • tmm* OiatriboticMB of po|Mtla-

t i o o rofora t o tho way of poeplo axo opaead ovor tito aurfaea <^ 

thm oartli ( (Shoalb, 19ftS ) • I s f a c t , tbo d i a t r i b a t i ^ n a l pa^tora of 

p o p o l a t i o o i a ao oleqioaat oaqpnMatoo o f tba ayi^baaia o f a l l goo* 

grap^iea l f̂ bwaoMaoa <HPMiratiiig i n t ^ avaa ( Siagii , 1985 ) • 

?lMi irarda i a oaeh totm bavo booa e l a a a i f i a d f o r bc^fa az«a aad 

populat ion oa tha baaia of t h o i r aaaa (x) aad ataadard d a v i a t i o a 

( S d ) ; %flMra* 

Boloif (X * Isd) « vary loki, 

(X * Isd) t o X • low* 

X t o (X <<- l8d) "* Modarato, 

(X •*• l8d} t o (X 4 28d) « higl i , 

Abovo (X -i- 2Sd} " vary b i | ^ 

SILIGURI 

Siliguri towa tritb aa araa of 15.54 kai baa 1.54,378 populatioa 

( Coaaua, 1981 ). Tbia aroa aad p^polati^B of tbe towa abara about 

2«X of tlM total urban araa mad 55% of tbo total urbaa populatioa 

of tho diatriet of oarjaoliag roapoctivoly. Tbo raMaining 45% of 

urbaa populatioa ara abarad by othor aix towaa of tbo diatriet. 

Tba pcqpttlatioB of tho to«ra ia diatributod ia 19 muaieipal warda 

( Appai^ix * lA ). 
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Araa and Popalatioa in Warda s Tba aisa of wards ara vary inportant 

iMMsaoaa i t ia higia.y raiatad witb pep«l.ati<»B. c^aparing tba s i s a 

of tlM waxda* i t i s swvaalod tbat tba ward*! eovora iargast araa 
2 

0 . 4 8 I n ) toa««ttsa a l a rga p o r t i « » of i t i a oeeiqpiad lay ra i lway 
2 t a r r i t o r y wlMroMi ifard-^XV cravars cwdy 0»26 lut • so t l iara i a wiite 

diffaraawi in aisaa batwMin tlia largaat and aaailmit wards. Preai 

t t e e^ogoarisatioe of tha warte «m tlM basis oC azoa i t i s e loar 

that w » t of tba wazda (13 out of 19} ara aaall (balow 0.82 lua } 

and mem loeatad around tiMi centra of tha town* Tba araa of wards ara 

bacotting larfj^r towards tba nortb. wost mxtd soutb-oast . Moraovor, 

a l l tba warda as« irragttlar in abapa and OKist of tba« aidtand outward 

fr<» tha eantra mxempt ona or two. 

Liba araa, tha pqpolation alao i s bigM*^ ( 24,216 parsoiui ) 

in Ward-I and lewast ( 3,7§0 parsons ) in ward-XV ( At̂ Mradise-lA ) • 

s o , tba aizas of ward in tarata of pc^pulation d i f far l ika that of 

araa. 

Ti^bla • l . l A s ifnodbar of wards in diffon^rt: eatagorias of population 
s i s a in s i l i g u r i l^ows. 

P^pwlatioo Cataigmry »o« of wards 

balow 812S low 

812S-12908 MOdarata 
12908-17691 bi«^ 

sbova 17C91 vary bigb 

XXX«XV,V,VZXX*XX«X 
xx.xxx.xxxx.xir.Mrxxx. 
XXX 

ZX .VX .VXX ,XXV »»/Il 

xnt 

12 

s 
1 
1 
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t̂ Mi eJLaaaificMitioii oC tba wajnla 9m thm baaia of ptqpaXatioo 

(TaOiIa l . lA) xavaala tlui^ pepiilatimi l a •a:|ority of tba wanto 

(12 oi^ of 19 wme4m) tatm balow tba avaraga pG^oiatioo (8iaS) of 

tbm tfav&i 4UMI i t ia b i ^ (abcsva 12M)0) l a ttra vaxda* From Pi9«2a 

tba loeatimi* araa «Bd popolaticMi of %#arda ema ba idaat i f iad aad 

i t aboim tbat t t e wasda l y i a g Maiaiy at tba e«M:ra ax« aaal lor 

i s a i « i as wail mm in popaJLaticm tban tboaa mn tiM pmxifUmxY of 

tba to«ni« 

JALPAXOOm 

2 
Jaipaiguri totm vitb an axaa of iO*X km baa pqpalation of 

61,743 ( Canaua, 1981 }. Tba araa and papulation of tha tovn ara 

raapact ivaly 7% of thm total urban araa and 19«eei> of tha total 

urban population of tha diatriet ( Ceasua* 1981 } • Tba raaaining 

80.2% ur^n population of tha diatriet ara abarad by otbar 11 

tov'na • 

Araa and p<Bpulatimi in waarda t Tba town baa 19 auaie ipa l i ty trarda 

and tba a isas of tha warda in both araa and p^pulatimi ara vary 
2 

i r r o f ^ a r ( Appaadix-lB ) • Ward-XX ctovara tba largast araa (1*38 km } 

wbaraaa aacb of thm wa»ls xx«XXXX and X2V covar tba aaallaat araa 

(0 .13 kM^). on tba basis of tlM aisaa* tba ttarda eaa ba e laaai f iad 

for coaparativa atudiaa. 

Amng 19 warda. 10 ara aaal l (balow 0*56 Iw^) and 3 ara largo 
2 in araa (abova 0.90 ka ) • s o , Moat of tba warda of tba to%fa bava 

laaaar araa than tba avaraga (0.S3 ksi } . Tha largar «farda mrm 
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foiuid ia tba Borth aad aaat •aeixcrling tlM» aaallar wards* locatad 

i a tba oaatral aad so«(tb'-iMat»rB parts of t t e towa* imaia« var ia -

tioBS ia pofMilation SMMIQ warda aro alim aotioad (rig«2to). Tbm 

snxiHwa poqpttlAtioa (5,127 parsoas) Is r^Bterdsd ia Ward-V aad tha 

•daiaww (19§€ parsoaa) i s fouad ia ward-XXZX (ApfMiadix-lB) • Oa tba 

bas i s of popolaticm thm wards oaa a l so las elsMiif iod (Tablo 1»1B) 

for naasuring tlia pc^Maiatioa gx i taat ia l i t ias . 

TaMa l . l B i mmiamr o£ WMTda ia diffaraat eatagorias of populatioa 
s i s a in Jalpaiguri Tmm* 

P<^polatioB catagory Vards Ho. of wards 

iMilow 2287 

2 2 8 7 - 3 2 4 9 

3 2 4 9 - 4 2 1 1 

•bow 4211 

v a r y l ow 

1<IW 

sMSdarata 

h i g h 

X I . XZXI 

XXZ,ZV«VZ,VIII . IX, 
X.X^IZ.XZV.XVZ 

z«iz,vii,iar,»/ixi 
V.XIZ.XZX 

2 

9 

5 

3 

Tabla I .IB ravaals that auijcMrity of wards (11 <nit of 19) ara ia Imr 

gre^p (bolow 32SO> aad ^nly 3 ia high (ahova 4211) eatagory of 

peq^at ioB . Tha warda XZ wad XXZZ h«va vary saa l l p^Mlatioa (balow 

2287) . prooi tha f i a l d ohaarvi^i«»s i t i s ohaarvad thal:tiia saa l l 

population ia thaaa w«rdbi i s dua t o aidstaacMi of wbolasala aad 

r a t a i l aarhats and thasa wards asa loeatad ia aad arouad CK>« Tha 

largo pc»polatad wards mgm loeatad ^ tha north wastam aad smith 

•satarn parts of tha tosm. 
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1,2 OOWOSITIOli or SOWVUiTlOH 

1.2 .1 Soat^lftio 

under dtamograpliie sttidies mmx coopoaitioa in * c i t y teaarves 

afMMsial attantion aa i t haa iDaaring oa socie-aooooailc aapaet of 

c i t y l i f a . f^a e i t i a a of India hmr9 a liigliar proportion of Mala 

pc^palatiovi, «ad s i l i g u r i or Jalpaiguri ia no oxeoptiora t o i t . sax 

ra t io domi not iafluancNi awrrlaga, 2>irtM auad ^ a t h rataa c»ly, but 

»ai>y aeonoMie ai^ aoeial ralaticNiwhipa ara alao e loaaly ralatad t o 

tim balanced or diaparity batifoon aAloa and f—alaa ( Si»9li« 1985 }. 

SILIGURI 

Thm tmm haa €8,304 fa ia laa i^iainat 86,079 mitloa ( Canaaa. 

1981 ) i . a . , 793 faatalaa par XQQQ aa laa . Tkm oerraapooding rat io 

in thm d ia t r i e t itribai} aa a i f ^ l a ia 829. So, s i l i g u r i hmm tlw lowar 

r a t i o tlian d ia tr io t urban avaraga aa iml l aa Barddhawan (885) and 

Kharanpuv (878) lAiicd^ ara towiMi of a i a i l a r e laas Lik inmrt Ban^^. 

Oua t o pMKBity mi aeeoaodation and bif^ c»at of eoaanditiaa. 

l i i ^ l i ^ M d in tlia t«Mm ia e o a t l y , ae a eartain elaaa of paopla wtm 

t o kmmp tbair faadly away froai tha town. Tbia t rad i t ion of lowar 

noalMr f«MBalaa than attlaa haa baaa c^aaarvad alncta i t a lacMipticm. 

JALPAIGimi 

In Jalpaiguri town t o t a l nuadaar of oMtLaa and famalaa ara 

32.149 and 29,483 raapaetivaly ( Canaua. 1981 } • Tba ra t io of 



faaialaa par 1000 »a2.aa waa 917 wiiieli la b i f ^ r tbaa d ia tr ie t (0} 

avaraga (MS) aa a idM»la. Zt iadieataa tliat aaat c£ tlia paepl.a 

i i v a in tha tewa vitli t l iair fM^Lliaa baewoaa Jalpaigori hmtt^ 

tlia MMt of tl«a Diviai^aaJL CoandLaa&mMr'a off lea him aora petaa-

a i a l l t i a a ^ aarvlea eqppertaaltlaa* A eootlaaoaa liwKaaaa of 

faaala ra t io hmm toawa aotiead l a dlf farai^ dacadaa l a tlia tewa 

dua t o flow of rafv^MW froai tha aali^iMMtrlog d la tr i e ta and 

Baagladoali (Foraaticm of Baaglaitoali in 1972). 

1«2»2 schadolad Caataa and sc^adalad Trlbaa t 

Two fnnda—Htal aad primary atrata within tlMi Hindu aoeiaty 

ara tlia ritualXy bigter eaatas , aad tba ttoto«MStial»Laa, o f f i c i a l l y 

ara ea l lad adM^ali^ eaataa ( BiMurdwajl, 1979 ) • Tfciaaa BMLoority 

groupa of paopla in arlM« araaa ara vary cdCtao fouad t o aat t lo in 

aM»at iiadardavalopad l o e a l i t i a a . Owing t o tlMir low iaeoaa mid 

poor ataadard of l i v i i ^ , tliay prafor t o raaida in old Irligbtod 

raaidaotial araaa wliara l ival i l iood la laMi e o a t l y . 

aiLIGORI 

Tha t o t a l popylaticHi in tha tCMia iaeladaa 10,169 acOaadalad 

eaataa and 9ia aebadolad trilaaa ( Cmtmum, 19ai ) • Tliair paroaatagaa 

ara € . 9 aad 0.3 raapaetivaly of tba t o t a l papwlatioaa of tlia taiRi 

aad Immm tteaa tha d i a t r i e t mfrmgrn,, Daaadtowtaa variat ions la parcon-

tagaa for tha laat thraa dacradaa ara givaa in tha Tabla 1 . 2 A . 



19C1 
1971 
1981 

S.TiS 
4«279 

i&*ies 

9.7 
4.4 

6.5 

-

-29.4 
^137.S 

191 
199 
512 

- 9 -

Tmtlm 1.2A sciAdiilad eaataa aad 9«iia#alad trihaa aod thair 
growth in S i l i gur l tewa. 

i 9<dMd«lod ciMto i saaMdiilad Triha 
Yoar I 9op«la- • i i e io^al t orewth { MpdLa- • % t o tefeai • Qvewth 

I t l e o I pBfMtlatieo • im % i t lMi • fMBpttlati<M» I in X. 

9 .5 
9.2 -94 .0 
6 .3 4-209.4 

Saeently* mmbar of hac^nrard pe^^^aAitm haira laaan iaeraaaisg 

ia gal lc^i»g r^m, aa tbay ao t t la i » alum araaa for g a t t i s g meacm 

f a e i l i t l a s in l lval lhood aad aalaet ioa of odd joha. 1^ ara l l tteaa 

f a e i l i t i a a thay ara eoadog t o tha towo from rural araasmora in 

o«uabar and aat t la in diffaraot parta of tha town. Piald aarvay 

sim^l^ata that oac t̂ of t t e aefewdtalad eaataa ara 'Rajhaaahi* who hava 

ecNMsantratad in tha wazda away fro* CBD. Hlghar laod'-valua aa wall 

aa aeosoaie iaaelvaney and inf i l trat icm of highar caat«rpa«^a 

with hattar acoaowiic C4q»al»ility hava piaahad away tha sehadulad 

eaata pa<^a in tha fringe araa froM t ^ i r or ig inal plaoaa. 

JALPAIGURI 

tkm sehadalad eaatoa (13.7») and sehadolad tribaa C0.99i} ara 

14.9% of tha total ^eimlation is Jalpaiguri town wharaaa tha 

diatrict urban haa 21 pareaat aa a whola ( Caaaua. 1991 )• Tha 

daeada-wiaa growth of S^iadolad eaataa and Sotodulad tribaa can ba 

ahown in tha Tahla no. 1.2B. 
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Table 1.2B Scheduled castes and SelMMSuled tribes and their dee^^al 
growth in Jalpaiguri town. 

Year 
I scheduled Caste i seiiedttled Tribe 
I Popttla* ; X to t o t a l S^rowth j Pepola- : % t o tcf tal ; Qrowth 
I t i en j popaatimi jin % J t i o a I po^^ilatimi j in % 

1961 
1971 

1981 

4347 
5479 
8440 

8.9 
9.9 

13.7 

-

*2€m0 

•I-54.0 

2448 

295 
567 

5 . 0 
0 . 5 - 8 7 . 9 
0 . 9 4^92.2 

h Moderate growth for scheduled castes and a negative growth for 

Scheduled tribes were noticed during 1961*>*71. T I M saain reason for 

MaxioNiai negative grc»#th ('-87.9) for scheduled tribes in 1971 was 

the destruction of their houses and aoveable î rcqperties by the 

^vastating flood in 1968 and aigration froei urban to rural areas. 

Again, a h i ^ rate of increase in both Seh^uled castes axî  tribes 

were noticed during 1971-*^i* These increases irare due to •A,grati<Ma 

frws B«igladesh in 1972 and influx froai nearest villages in search 

of odd jobs. 

1.2.3 Religion 

The religion is one of the aspects of study in urban centre 

because it directly effects an agglcMwration of people in a parti

cular area of the town. As a result, standard of living, culture 

and developoMnt depend on the people of different religion. At the 

ti«s of field investigations, developweot of different pockets of 

localities inhabited by pe<^e of different religion tmre observed 

in both the towns. In a pocket people of the saae religion use to 
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prafer to liva for battar undarstanding, corporation and security. 

SILIGURI 

Tba town is situated naar tha ix>rdars of two Statas and eeaiitri««» 

Napal and Bhutan. So. paopla of diffarant religions have aesasAilad 

haza in search of joba ms^ other i^rpMWs. Tha people here are 

aostly Hindus (94.6X} but «any people of otlMr religions are also 

living side by side. Their percentan^s in both 1971 and 1981 are 

shown in Table 1.3A. 

Table 1.3A Religion atruetura and growth of population in different 
religiona in siliguri town. 

Religions 
T 1971 F 1981 
I P«^pala~ i % t o t o t a l i Popnla*- i X t o 
! tiim i pc^polatioo i t i « a i t o t * 
I I J J Pai« 

^Srowth in 
1 % 

t o t a l p o - i (1971-81) 
t pnlatiCTB I 

1. Buddhists 361 

2. Christians 233 

3. Hindus 93144 

4. MosliiM 3231 

5. Sikhs 441 

0.4 

0.3 

95 .6 

3.3 

0.4 

743 

750 

145981 

6114 

672 

0.5 

0.5 

94.6 

4.0 

0.4 

•t-105.8 

4-221.9 

4- 56.7 
•• 89.2 

+ 52.4 

Buddhist have migrated frcw Sikkioi, Nepal and Bill areas of 

Darjaeling district in different tiaas. speoially at the tisw of 

transfer of cltixenship in 1950 toetiMMn India and Nepal. MosliaM 

Migrated mainly from Bangladaab end Bihar, soma Christians those 

4UDe the descendant of Britiah have been living in the town. A large 

ntUBber of Marwaria. Sikhs and Jaina are ataying here for job and 

other business. In brief, siliguri is a good example of cosmopolitan 

to«fn in Horth Bengal. 
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Fr<m thB table 1.3A it is visoalised that the growth rates 

of Hindus tiere not so high during 1971-81 Mt OOSVMUEIKI with the 

Muslias. Buddhist and Christians becaw» double Storing 1971-&1. Is 

ease of christens auuiy tribal people joimNi in this religion for 

getting better facilities and job s«M»urity. 

Jalpaiguri is also a cosaopolitan town whore people of 

different religions live together. In 1981 percentages of Hindus 

were 96.4 as against 96.7 in 1971. An inec^ase of aore than 

11 percent were noticed during 1971-81 (Table 1.3B}. 

Table 1.3B Religion structure and growth of population in different 
religions in Jalpaiguri town. 

R e l i g i o n s 

1 . Buddhists 
2 . c h r i s t i a n s 
3 . Hindus 
4 . J a i n s 
5 . HUSliSM 

1 
1 r 
i 
i 

Popula-
t i ^ » 

175 
70 

53338 

87 
1502 

1971 1 1981 _ ) Grokfth in % 
• % t o t o t a l 1 Popula-; % t o t o t a l 
1 pcqpulation 1 tim» 1 p o ^ i l a t i m i 

0 . 3 239 
0 . 1 203 

9 6 . 7 59531 
0 . 2 88 
2 . 7 1679 

0 . 4 
0 . 3 

9 6 . 4 
8 . 2 
2 . 7 

(1971-81) 

* 36 .6 
4^190.0 
+ 11 .6 
+ 1.1 
t- 1 1 . 8 

Muslins share 2,7% of total po|mlation. The percentage increase foac 

MuslisM during 1971-81 was almost equal to that of Hindus. The per

centages of other religions vis.. Buddhists. Christians. Jains are 

very snail c<Mqpared to Hindus and Maalins. But a trenendous increase 
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for Cbistians during 1971-81 occurred in Jalpaiguri. 

1*2.4 Literacy 

Aseng thm different qualities of p«̂ pul4î ion. literacy 

perhaps is the a»st ia«K>rtant. A low db»gree of literacy is an 

obstjwle to econ<Miic growth. The aost basic ainiaiw asasureaent 

of educational status is the degree of literacy. But it is very 

difficult to asasure the (tegree of literacy in accurate tez«s 

( Ghosh. 1985 ). 

SILIGURI 

In siliguri. the total nunber of literates in 1981 were 

95,935 person i.e.. 62.1% of the t<»tal papulation. The literacy 

rates in different decades and their growtlui are shown in Table 

1.4A. 

Table 1.4A Literacy and its grotrth in siliguri town. 

„ I Literacy in % j Growth in % 
j Total Males Peaales I Total Hales feaales 

1961 53.0 57.8 46.3 - - -

1971 56.1 60.9 49.5 •»>56.8 -1-49.3 •I-71.2 

1981 62.1 66.6 56.9 •*-76.0 -«-67.6 -i-90.1 

Table 1.4A shows that the average rate of literacy for laales and 

feaales increased during the last three decadkis (Fig.3a}. The rate 

of male literacy is higher in the district urban (68.1%) than in 



LITERACY RATE 
DECADEWiSE 

SILIGURI YEAR JALPAIGURI 

9 
8 
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100 

FIG. 3 
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tha town whila tha fanala literacy rataa in laoth town and diatriet 

urban aa a î hble ara alMMt at par (56%). Tha growth rataa of 

faaiala literacy in siliguri vmrm aignifieantly high during 1961<-71 

and 1971081. 

Studying tha parcantagea of literacy (wardwiae) it ia fouad 

that 7 warda have high percentages of literacy mad one of theae 

records 85 percent (^ppendix-3A}. The warda (I-XV & XVI) located 

in the western part of the tcMna have very low parcentime of 

literacy where there is high coaeeotration of people hailing frcMs 

different states and countries. Many of these people find IjKdi of 

schools of their own saadiuai in thia part of the town. The peculiarity 

in Hard XIV ia that the low percent^mea of literacy which ia the 

outcmae of high c<HK»antration of aehadaled caate and achaduled 

tribe pa<q;»la who engage their children in different activities at 

their boyhood and do not provide ediKsation. 

JALPAIGURI 

The total nuaber of literates in the town are 41947 of which 

23354 are aales mad 18593 are fesMiles ( census. 1981 } • The percen

tage of literacy in the town is 67.9 to tlM total population wheraaa 

the district urban haa 59.2 percent. In the town. 72.2 percent ouilaa 

and 62.dx fasalea mn literates. The rataa of liter«By in percentages 

(decadewiae) are given in Table 1.4B. 
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Table 1.4B Literacy and its growth in Jalpaiguri town. 

«#^.. i Literacy in %. i Growth in %. 
Year i • _ i _ 

I Total Male Feaale | Total Hale FesMO-e 

1961 

1971 

1981 

58.8 

61.2 

67.9 

63.6 

64.1 

72.5 

52.6 

57.9 

62.9 

-

+17.8 

+24.1 

-

+11.9 

+18.9 

-

+27.2 

+31.4 

The percentages of literates in every teeade ha^ iaereuMkI for both 

nales and feauiles (Fig•3b}. c«^parison of literacy gro%fth rates in 

Jalpaiguri town with Jalpaiguri district (urban} reveals that the 

percentage increase in each decade for both aales and fesudeswere 

higher in the district urban (72.1% during 1961-71 and 102.2% 

during 1971-81) than Jalpaiguri town. A low percentage growth rates 

of literacy %fere observed in the last two decactos in the town in 

all categories. 

Analysing the wai^wise distribution of literacy it is found 

that Ward XIII recoinls the higiMSt literates (82%) wlMreas ward III 

shows the lowest (48.894) rate (A|^pendix-3B) • AaK>ng 19 wards, 9 have 

below average literacy rates (67.9%) due to high con^ntration of 

backward class pec^le. The grouping of wards oo the basis of percen

tage shows that out of 19 wards only 3 are in the low group (below 

60%) whereas 9 are in the high group (above 70 percent). The 

literacy rate is high in the north western part of the town and 

Moderate in thm south-east. Again the southern part of River Kerala 

has higher literacy than the northern andL the ward X records 

109211 
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lowsst (39X) fsnals litsracy aaeng ths wards (î p|MiiMllx-'3B}. Malss 

ara less sducatad (55%) in ward ZII wtosra acist of ths aalss ars 

laboorsrs and fannsrs. 

1.3 OSMSITY OF POPULATION 

Ths d i s t r i b u t i o n of ar i thouit ic d s n s i t y of pc^^laticm can 

a l s o bs saqplainad iay analys ing th« d e n s i t y iMittarn. Population 

d s n s i t y i s a uss fu l abstract ion* a s s i s t i n g in the a n a l y s i s of 

d i v e r s i t y of laan's d i s t r i b u t i o n in space ( Clark, 1977 ) • 

SILIGORI 

The density of population in the town is 9934 persons psr 

2 ka (Table 1,5A.) which is nore than double of the district (urban) 

average ( Census, 1981 ). In c€M^>arison with otlMr Class I towns 

2 
of v̂ est Bengal viz., Kharagpur (739S persons per ka ) and Barddhaouin 

2 (4582 persons per ka ), Siliguri has higher population density. 

The chan^ of papulation density in Siliguri town in different 

deeades can be revealed froa Table 1.5A.• 

Table 1.5A, Decadal changes of po|^a.ation density in siliguri 
town and Darjseling Dist.(u). 

Year 

1931 
1941 
1951 
1961 
1971 
1981 

i 
1 

Density per ksi 

i siligurKM) 
1 

390 
674 
2090 
4213 
6273 
9934 

• osrj«aling 
• Dist.(ll) 

1091 
1459 
2370 
3628 
450X 
4681 

i 
1 

Deoadial ehaages 

f sUigurl(N) 
1 

. 

284 
1416 
2123 
2060 
3661 

• Dsr jeeling 
* Dlst.(U) 

• 

368 
911 
1258 
893 
160 
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Thei dsnsity of popfolation b̂iMi bssn increasing io Siltgori town 

as well aui in DarjeeXing district (urban) since 1931. It is 

observed from the table that the density of p^imlation was higher 

in the district urban than siliguri town i^to 1951 after which a 

tre—ndous high growth rate of tensity was noti«Nid in the t<Mn 

coiftared with district urban average. Decadal changes were higher 

in each decade in siliguri town esraept in 1941 (Fig.4). But rate 

of change.; was not uni£or». It increased in each tecadte io tiMi 

town except in 1971 where as it had been declined in the district 

since 1971. in cmmm of Siliguri town, about 5 tines change was 

recorded in 1951 as c<»epared to ISMl. This is due to influx of 

iaroigrants fron East Pakistan after partition of the country. 

Further, noticeable increase took place during 1971->81 diw to 

isnigrat-ion fron Bangladesh (erstwhile Sast Pakistan}. 

War^ise Pc^pulation density and Pc^mlatioo pressure : 

The wardwise pc^pulation density in Siliguri shows inequality. 
2 

The highest density (22,505 persons per ka ) is found in »ard-VII 

and the loimst (5920 persons per kai } io ward-XVIII (Appendix-lA) . 

The density in other wards can be coo^ared fr<Mi Table I.5A2. 

Table I-SA. Nunber of wards in different categories of density 
in Siliguri town. 

1 r »*-.~ 4*. * « I r*^*....,^^, 1 Huaber of wards 

below 5000 very low 4 
5000-10,000 low 11 7 

10,000-15.000 Moderate 3 9 
15.000-20,000 high 1 2 
above 20.000 very high - 1 
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Majority of th* ward* (12 out of 19} have medorata to high ^oaity 

of pofmlation. But in 1971 the pietura waa quit* diffaraat %thma 

out of 19 %farda« 18 had aKietorata to low daaaity of p^^aticm 

(Tabla I.SA,}* Fr(m Fig.5A it ia daar that tho warda lying in tha 

aouth-aaatarn part of tb« town have aodarata daoaity. Thasa ara 

paripharal wards and aurroumlad by tha warda having low daiwity. 

The trand of pofwilation donaity can iaa viauali^d frcm Pig.6A. 

It indicates that the danaity of pofMilation is ineraaaii^ frcm the 

centro of t-he town towards north-east as wall aa to aouth<~west 

wlMraaa dacreaaing towarda north. X.ow danaity at tha central place 

ia due to concentration of co—larcial aiMi adoiiniatrative activitiea. 

Here a»8t of the residential houaes are being transferred to either 

coasaercial or adainistrative use. The higheat density of pofmlation 

in Ward VII is due to availability of various types of facilitiea 

for reaidential uae. The density is a»derate in the south'-eastem 

part as it is far «fay froai the central plafm. The low density in 

the north is due to poor connectivity with city centre and inadequate 

urban facilitiea. 

To find out the co-efficient of population preasure (1971-81) 

in each ward, the calculation has been done (Appendi3c-2A} with the 

help of the following fornula -

d, 
^ * H~ where, 

p » c o - e f f i c i e n t of po|mlation pressure. 
d. " change of denaity in each ward(i} during 

* 1971-81. 
D » o h a n ^ of denaity in the town during 1971-81. 
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The pq^mlation pressure, t̂n wards has iaeen grouped in Table 1.5A«. 

Table 1«5A^ isusiier of wards in differeat eategories of pc^pulaticm 
pressure in 8il4̂ ûri town (1981). 

Co-effieieat of 
population pressure 

below 0.5 

0.5-1.0 

1.0-l.S 

1.5-2.0 

above 2.0 

Category 

very low 

low 

•oderdte 

hi|^ 

very high 

wards 

xyizi«xi.vxix. 
ZX.ZIZ 
II,IV.V.VI.X. 
XIZ.XIIZ«XIX 

I.VII.XVII 

XIV.XVI 

Xf 

HO. of 
wards 

5 

8 

3 
2 
1 

The high pc^pulation pressure in the tfards XIV and XVI can bs 

attributed to rapid expansion of the urban fringe and setting up 

of a few small scale industries on easy available vacant lands. 

The pressure of population in those areas in 1971 was low owing to 

non-availability of urban aa»nlties because of their periplMirial 

location* But in the case of Uard X/, SMucisMUB change has taken 

place as a result of growth of sluas. Moreover, the high pcq^mlation 

pressure in the C.B.D. is due to eagerness of a large nuaber of 

pec^le to resitte close to c<»mereial centre. To cope up with tlM 

said pressure most of the buildings are vertically expanded. 

JALPAIGURI 

2 
The population ^nsity in Jalpaiguri town is 6125 per kn 

which is triple of that of district's urban ( Census. 1981 }• In 
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2 
conparison to Kochbihar (8129 persons per lus }, a sisdlar class XX 

2 
tovBt Jalpaiguri has the lower p^imlation density per kai . Studying 

the pattern of density of population in different deeades in the 

town, it can bm visualised that the changes axe l€iw(Table 1«5B|^). 

Table 1.5B^ Decadal changes t^ population density in Jalpaiguri 
town i i i ^Aipftiptti nut. iu) 

Year 
T 5 1 
I Density of popolation/kai ! Decadal changes 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

Jal(M} 

9o3 

1137 

1440 

1881 

2754 

4093 

4835 

5472 

6125 

Dist.(II} 

1020 

1167 

1464 

1681 

2755 

2488 

2103 

2822 

2334 

1 Jal(H} 

-

174 

303 

441 

873 

1339 

742 

637 

653 

Dist.(U} 

-

147 

302 

412 

874 

-263 

-385 

719 

-488 

The decadal changes of pofmlation density in Jalpaiguri town were 

low as well as alnost at par with district (urban) upto 1941. But 

in 1951, in Jalpaiguri town there was a treowndous increase of 

population density (Fig.4) due to influx of isnigrants frooi 

neighbouring countries especially from Bangladesh. Later, the rate 

of changes have been declining* 

Wardwise PoiHilation dtensity and P<nmlation jpreesure 

2 
The density of pcqpulation is aaxiBRUB (20,969 persons per kea } 

in ward XIV and oiiniaan (2.716) in Ward XI (Appendix-IB). The 
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lowaat population danai ty in wazd I I can tarn a t t r i b u t a d t o fa l lmr 

na tu ra of a l a rga araa in ttaa Rajbari aad car ry ing on of agr icul 

t u r a l a c t i v i t y OB a eoaaieterabla pa r t of t ha ward. Thm warda of 

t ha town can ba d a a s i f i a d i n t o a nuabar of elaaaaa m» tlHi baaia 

of dana i ty of p ^ u l a t i o n (Tabla l .SB.}* 

Tabla IvSB. mmSEmx of warda in d i f f a r a n t ca tagor iaa of tenaity 
in J a l p a i g u r i tcMin. 

T Danaity of J cataoorv p«^pttlation 5 catagory 
par k i ^ ! 

T mtmtamr of warda 

1971 T 1981 

balow 3000 
3000~€000 
6000*9000 

9000-12.000 

vary Imr 
low 

oMsdarata 

high 

abova 12«000 vary high 

4 

5 

3 

2 

5 

2 

5 

4 

3 

5 

Thara waa a littla ehanga in nuMbar of warda tm dEffarant catago

riaa of danaity in 1971 and 1981. Nunbar of warda having aodarata 

and high danaity of pc^pulation bava incraaaad and thoaa having 

low danaity hava dkicraaaad during tba aaaa pariod. In tha toim. 

tlM warda having p«^»ulation danaity Mora than avar^ma (9113 paracma 

2 
par km } ara found in tha CK> wtera aa tba damiity ia vary low 

towarda nort-h-aaat (Fig»5B}. In fact, warda loeatad in tba aaatam 

aida of Rivar Karala hava low danaity aa thia part of tha tows waa 

daval<^pad aarliar (i»a.. bafora British adadaiatraticm) during tha 

king of "Raikot." But tha waatam part of Rivar Karala^attractad 

•ora peopla to aattla hara aftar tha atart of functioning tha 
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• a o i e i p s l cKCficw in vasd XXI. Mossovsr. ossrasss t o CK) and sasy 

CKMNBoaieation systsa havs rssoXtsd in hif0i dsas i ty in t h i s part . 

Tha Fi9*6B ravaals that tha traad of daasity i s dacrsasiag too 

•lac^ in tlM northam psrifdiary wlMra as two peekats of h i0 i 

dansity hava groim up in tha oantra. In tha aaat of tha caatral 

part a sharp diffaraaea of daasity (fre« 3000 t o I7«0CK> par ka^} 

i s noticad in a vary ahort distaaoa hut tha trand i s gradaally 

daeraasing in tha tmst. 

rroiB tha study of tha oe-af f io iant of popolaticm pfmtwtm 

i t i s found that out of 19 vards 6 h«ra nagativa prassurs of pcqpula-

t i o n . Tha wmrl—si population praaaura (6.9%) ia noticad in Hard XIV. 

wlMiraaa iMucimni dacreasa (-3.32%) ia racordad in ward XIII (Appandlx-

2B} • Siona of tlM» wards had idant ieal co-af f i c i aa t of population 

praaaura aaceapt ward XII whieh ia going t o iia an idant ieal (.9S%). 

Moat of tha warda (13 <MSt of 19} hawa c<»-«ffieiaat of pc^i^atioo 

praaaura iaalow 1 . Tha oata^^risation of wards on tha haais of c o -

af f i c i a n t of population prassura and ccmaidaration of tlM poait iva 

aa wall mm nagativa valuas has ahown in Tahla 1 .5B. . 

Tahla 1 » 5 B . Nusibar of warda in diffaraat eatagorias of population 
praaaura in Jalpaiguri town (19S1). 

C o - a f f i c i a a t 
o f populat ion 
praaaura 

balow O.S 
0 . 5 - 1 . 0 

1 . 0 - 1 . 5 
1 . 5 - 2 . 0 

abova 2 . 0 

Catagory 

vary low 
low 

aodarata 
h i ^ 

vary high 

OistrilMiti(M» 
o f wwcds 

x,xix ix.xi.3orii 
V.X(fXII. IX 
Xll.JOfI 

IV,VI,VIII X 
VII 

XlV.Mf.XIX XIII 

MO. 

( • ) 

2 
4 

3 
1 
3 

Of warda 

( - ) 

3 
1 

1 
0 
1 
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Froa tha TaMa 1*5B^ i t l a viauialiaad that a eoaai i larabia 

parcaataga of pa<qpla can lorn acooa»datad l a t t e warda lUioving low 

praaaura of p i ^ o l a t i o n . At l a a a t 6 warda having aagatitni co - -a f f i e iaa t 

can aeeoandata nora paqpla fron o t t e r warda. fX0mmvaM o f pqpttlati«» 

haa incraaaad ahova avaraga in 7 warda t h a t ara eonaictorad aa ovar 

erovdad and aaad for d^pc^pylation t o rwaainlag warda. Tte fnraaauxa 

o f populat ion i n t t e e a a t r a l part haa daeraaM^ dtia t o importaaoa 

o f tradki and t^mmmren* Bat aroand t t e CSD a p a c i a l l y in t t e aouth 

and waat, t t e praaaura of po|»>lation haa incraaaad nany fo lda 

coaq^red with t t e town as a whola* N o r t t e m part show* a conaidara-

b la increaaa dwB t o nav aa t t lananta and aora paopla hava oecupiad 

tha plaoaa which wara vacant in 1971 . 

1 . 4 GROWTH OF POPULATIOii 

Changaa in pqpuXation mim Mora n o m a l than a tab la a t a t a a , 

ao i t i a no aurpriaa that obaarvera attaa^yt t o i a o l a t a thoaa 

a laaanta which co i^ ina t o produca mttpttt ottaauraa of populat ion 

( Baxtar and w i l l i a a a . I« 1978 ) . A pc^pulation i a conatant ly in a 

a t a t a o f i n f l u x . During t h i a inroceaa tha aimi of populat ion v a r i e a 

and davalo|M p o t e n t i a l i t i a a f o r u n l i n i t a d growth ( RaadcufMur. 1986 ) . 

Tte dyoamiea of populat ion growth of araa ovar a c a r t a i n langth of 

tloMi i a t t e aua of t t e nat Migration in tha ragion during t t e 

pariod undar conaidarat ion ( S ingh, 1985 } . 

SILIGtmi 

S i l i g u r i to%m« a t i n y a a t t l a a a n t of 6 . (^7 paraooa in 1931 

( t t e yaar of i t a aaarganca) . haa tecona a <x>ncrata axaiq^a of 
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population expl<Miion. In 1981« the total population of the town 

was 1,54«378 persons. It means during the last 50 years the 

population of the town has beooae 25 tioMs. The gro«fth Is far oKire 

in coB9>arison to that of any urban centre of the district and the 

district urban pi^mlation as a whole. The urban peculation growth 

in the district and siliguri (M) during 1931-81 are shown in 

Table 1.6A.. The ^eadal growth of poimlation in the town as well 

as in the district have been positive in all decades and the town 

has higher growth rate than in the district and this can be revealed 

fr<»i Table 1.6A, • 

Table 1.6A, Grotrth of population in different decades in 
Siliguri town. 

1 
Growth of pO]^~ I Index of popula-
lation is % I tion growth in % 

Year 
Population 

Sili(N) i Dist(ll} i SiliCM) 

> i 
Darjee- i Slli(M) i Darjee^ 
ling Dt(g) I I ling l)t(P) 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

60€7 

10487 

32480 

65471 

97484 

154378 

43479 

58164 

94481 

144637 

186121 

282153 

-

72.8 

209.7 

101.6 

48.9 

58.4 

-

33.8 

62.4 

53.1 

24.6 

9v .6 

100 

173 

535 

1079 

1607 

2544 

100 

133 

217 

332 

414 

648 

The maxinum growth rate in the town was recorded during 1941-51 

(effect of iiOKiigration due to forsMtion of India and Pakistan). 

Subsequently, the growth rate in the town declined and becasM 

ainiiKUB during 1961-71 (Fig.7) . T I M gro%^h rates in the district 
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•bow alMCMit tlia Idaotieal pietuz* thoti^ tlM dkKsi^al parcentagaa 

ara lowar than Siliguri aftar 1951. Thm grovth rataa in Siliguri 

ifaa vary high avan than mtmm of hi^ily davalopad towna in Waat 

Bangal. conpazad with tha growth o€ Barddhaman and Xharafî Mur 

(aiadlar daaa towna)« in e a ^ of siliguri memm what diffarant 

pietaraa ara found. Barddhaaum bad oonatant ptMitiva grot»th dua 

to davalopawnt of agricultaral induatry. wharaaa Kharagpur davaloqpad 

aa railway colony had loimr growth rata during tlMi aiuaa pariod 

c<mparad to siliguri town. 

From th& Table 1.6A, it la ravaalad that tha index of pt^mla-

tion growth in Siliguri town was not so high during tha firat two 

dac^^aa. But it bac<ana double and triple (of the asKiunt of 1951} 

in 19€1 and 1971 respectively (rig.8). There waa a nuBBoth increase 

during 1971-81 iae^Mqpariaon with previous ^tecadas in the tcmn aa 

wall aa in the diatrict growth rataa (56.6%). 

Zt is fact that the effect of grc»^h rate is also reflected 

in the different warda in the town. For that imrpoaa warda ara 

grouped into 5 claaaaa (Table l.eA.) em the baaia of percent^mea. 

Table 1.6A- Diatribatioo of Warda in different catagoriea of 
population growth in Stliguri (1971-1981). 

Orowth in percentage ! Category ! Ho. of waixUi 

below 25 very low 7 

25-50 low 4 

50-75 aoderata 4 

75-100 hl0i 2 
above 100 very high 2 
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in Vard-I, th« groirtb of po|mlation ia anoraously high (150X) and 

i t i s low (13%) in Ward-VIII. ifoxoovor. tha population has ineraasod 

s ign i f i cant ly in mm «any as 4 wards in o(»paris<m with tiM ovsral l 

groirth {aurmrmgm growth 58 psroant} in s i l i g u r i tmm {AiH>*ndiji-2A). 

Tba pcafmlation growth in tha warda i s owinly for ionigrat ion. 

BsMrgaaea of now araas in tha t^*fa hava baaa <K:c^piad lazgaly by 

tha pa<n>la who inndgratad from h i l l s sad aaî ĵ bcMuring stasias l ika 

SikkLmkt Bihar and also frcm Baogladtesh (oaighbcHiring couuntry). A 

s ign i f i cant pareantima of pcqpfalatioo frcm nopal and Bhtit«uD hava 

sat t lad spae ia l ly in Hard I whara tlwy found high cooeaotration of 

tha ir own ooanooity. Again, a o^aiaar of now ediMiiaa hava grown np 

in Hards I,xv and XVI. In Hard VX, aoat of t t e ianigrants emam from 

Punjab and in Hard XIV Majority of tlw iaaigranta hailad frcwi Bangla-

^Mb. But in Hard XVII thara ara aany H<Misiog Bstatas wlMra vart i ca l 

axpwiaiona hava tahaa placMi t o provida a^soaodation for aera fa«iliaa< 

On tha ecNatrary. low population gî Mfth rata ia found in aouth-aastam 

part of tha town i^iara tha pwacity aa I M I I MI high valua of land ara 

ccMMBon. mra« lack of vacant lands haa l iadtad tha eonatruction of 

now hottsas. Sasidas. narrow roada and laaas ras tr i c t construction 

of wttltistoriad buildings as par muiicipal rulaa. 

Data for births and <toathsh«va baan col laetad friMi auoie ipal i ty 

for tha dataraiiaation of natural gro«rth rata of p(qE>a^ation in tha 

town and tlM Tabla 1*6A. ahowa tha growth rata for 6 yaars . 
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Tabla 1.6A^ NuiBbar of Birtha and Daatba in siliguri Tom (1981-86). 

rmmr 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

198S 

1986 

i 
i 
i 

Births 

4705 

4882 

3045 

3887 

4783 

6088 

i 
i 
1 

Oaatha 

733 

924 

658 

765 
818 

1009 

1 
1-
1 

Natural ioeraaaa 

population 

3972 

3958 

2387 

3122 

3965 

5079 

(birth-daath) 

1 « 
2.6 
2.6 

1.6 
2.0 

2.6 
3.3 

( Sourea: Municipality Offica. siliguri ) 

rrooi tha Tabla 1»6A. it ia ravaalad that the rata of natural growth 

of poimlatioD (naarly 33̂ } during tha laat 6 yaars was vary low 

eoo^arad with tha rata of aetual growth (58.36% in 1981). So high 

grmfth rata of pc^mlation in tha town ia a raault of influx of 

population froffi autaida. If thm data ia oorraet than aatoral growth 

rata cannot kaap poca with tha actual and tha growth o€ p«q^ilation 

by natural ineraasa is far bal<M# tha actual growth. 

JALPAIGURI 

Jalpaiguri town had population of 9708 in 1901. But ita popula

tion ia 61743 paraona ( Cansua. 1981 ). So in a apan of 80 yaara tha 

population of tha town haa ineraasad 6 tiaaa «fhavaaa urban population 

in 1-ha diatriet aa a whola waa 30 tiaaa. Daeadal population growth 

during 1901-81 ia ahown in Tabla 1.6Bj|̂ . 
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Tabls 1.6B, Grovth of pcKpulation in d i f f srsnt dscadss in 
Jadpaigur i town. 

i x»funM*\»¥it^w* i Growtli of popttla- i lodkix of pqpiila-
i g ^ * f e ^ ^ » i t i on in % ^ ^ t ion growthin % 
i Jal(M) \ Jal Dist(g) { J1(tt) I Jsl Pist(U) { Jal(M) \ Jal Dist(u) 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

9708 

11469 

14520 

18962 

27766 

41259 

48738 

55159 

61743 

10289 

11765 

14813 

18962 

27776 

66145 

123814 

168080 

311221 

-

18.1 

26.6 

30.6 

46.4 

48.6 

18.1 

13.2 

11.9 

«•» 

14.3 

25.9 

28.0 

46.4 

138.2 

87.2 

35.7 

85.2 

100 

118 

149 

195 

286 

425 

502 

568 

635 

100 

114 

144 

184 

270 

643 

1203 

1633 

3024 

Thm Tabls 1.6B. shows that ths dscadal growth of population both 

in Jaipaiguri and district (U) have bssn positivs. This growth was 

highsr in cass of Jaipaiguri town than the district upto 1941. Aftsr 

that, ths population growth of the districrt sxcssded ths towi^^.Ths 

growth rats in ths town inorsassd gradually froa ths tins of its 

saMirgsnes and was MsxiflRUB during 1941-51 (Tabls 1.6B«}. This indicatss 

that just aftsr ths Zndspsadsnes^isnigratioa took place from Ssst 

Pakistan (prsssnt Bangladssh) to ths district as wsll as town. Aftsr 

1951 ths growth rats has bssn gradually dsersasing and bseaas auLniaon 

in 1981 (Fig.7). 

As a whols both for ths town and district (u) ths population 

growth ratss dsorsassd aftsr 1951. Co«q;>sring ths growth ratss in 

Kochbshar (a class II town}, a nsighbour town. Jaipaiguri tosw had 
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hlghar rate upto 1941. But aftar that the town had lover grcwth 

rata than that of Koehbahar. I t indicataa the l<Hr rate of develop-

sent and lack of Infraatnature of Jalpaiguri town where people ^xe 

not attra^rted t o l i v e . Indax of pojpnilation growth (Table 1.6B^) 

alao ahows that i t was alaoat para l l e l u{^o 1941 for Jalpaiguri 

D i s t r i c t (Urban) aa vttll aa the town. Later. tlMi d i s t r i c t urban 

eaceeeded the Jalpaiguri town and thia tread has been continoi i^ 

MMliing a widki gmp between then. Moraevar* Imtox of population grcMrth 

in Jalpaiguri t€»wn has been increasing gradually in every decade 

( F i g . 8 } . But in case of the d i s t r i c t (U) there i s no parity in the 

growth and i t increased at a ga l l i^ ing rate in every decade s ince 

1951 except 1971. 

Analysing the growth rate of poi»il at ion in di f ferent wards 

the concentration of papulation can be reivealed. T1M» aaximin pqEH»la> 

t ion growth (-i>54%}is fmind in Ward I i^Mreas naxiauai dep^mlation 

(-12.4%) i s noticed in Ward-XIZI (Appendix-2B). Recently, in Ward-I 

vested lands have been distributed anong a large nuMber of people 

which cause an increase of population in t h i s ward. The warda caa be 

grouped into 5 categories on the bas i s of growth rates (Table l .SB , ) . 

Table 1 .68 . Distribution of wards in di f ferent categories of 
p(^(wl at icm growth in Jalpaiguri (1971-1981). 

Growth in % 

below 5 

5-10 
10 - 15 
15 - 20 

above 20 

Category 

very low 
low 

Moderate 
high 

very high 

HO. of wards 
(•) i") 
1 3 
2 2 
4 1 

0 0 

6 0 
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Table 1.682 ****̂ * ̂ '̂'̂^̂  ®"^ ^^ ^^ wards 13 have positive and reauiia'* 

ing 6 have negative growth. Again, aaong the positive groajĵ  6 have 

very high positiwi growth, whereas aawog the negative groups 3 ĥ nre 

very low negative growth and overall 9 wards have laelow the average 

growth rate. 

Sone causes of negative growth in certain wards are s 

1. The backward and weak clMises %Aio wight omre resided in the 

central places, sold their occupancy (to traders or business raan) 

and moved to outskirts. 

2. A significant percental of residential houses have been trans

ferred to shops or office i^irp^MS and the people who resided there 

have iBcved to other places. 

3. The area under trade and conwierce had been increased during 

1971-81. sioRsltaneously the area under residential house<were 

decreased causing depopulation. 

Very hiy^ growth in Ward-I is due to colonisation of adgrated 

pec^e froa outsit or inside. In Ward-XIX. very high growth is 

due to c«9astruct ion of houses by the govermaent or seod-govemaent 

organisatiotM^ In recent years very high growth in Wards XIV and Wi 

is dtM to construction of new houses hy ^ ^ local people who have 

•oved fresi central place to nearest area for conveniencMi in trading 

and business. Moderate gro%#th rate is observed in a belt lying 

diagonally north-west to south-east •• well as parallel to the 

River Karala except the CSD. This belt is sandwiched by the very 

high growth belts froai both north-east and south-west. Low growth 
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rata ia found in tha tt#o axtraraa point a i . a . . north-aaat and south 

dua t o raaotnaaa and non-avai labi l i ty of urb«B f a e i l i t i a a . Vary 

low growth both poaitiira and aagativa ia aoticMid in tha aouth-«faat 

eomar d ^ to low lying aatura of tha land which eauaa stamaation 

of water in rainy aaaaon avary yaar. Hagativa growth i s a l so found 

in CBD dua to eongaation and old conatruction of houaaa. 

To datanaina tha natural growth rata of pofwdation tha birth 

and daath rattas have baan eonaidarad for € ywara in TmiAm 1.68^. 

Tabla 1.6B^ Nusdaar of births and daaths in Jalpaiguri town (1931-86) 

Yaar 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Births 

3348 

2647 

3783 

2634 

2789 

3467 

Oaatha 

1418 

1331 

1424 

1377 

1178 

1470 

Natural increaaa 
(birth-daath) 

P^lMilation 

1930 

1316 

2359 

1257 

1611 

1997 

% 

3.1 

2.1 

3.8 

2.0 

2.6 

3.2 

( source: Municipality o f f i c e . Jalpaiguri } 

Fxtm thm Tabla 1.6B- i t I i s ravaalad that tha natural growth of 

p«H;»ilation ia 2-3 percent in each yaar. Thia rata was low eoaparad 

with tha rate of actual growth rate (11.9»} in the town in 1981. 

so . i t ia fact that i o n i z a t i o n rate i s morm than the natural growth 

in the town, unfortunately, i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o get ianigration data 

in each year frcMi the ai^rc^riate authority . 
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1 . 5 MIGRATIOH 

Migration haa i t s r e l a t i v e r o l e i n the grovth of pcqimlation. 

TlM study of Migration t o e i t y i s an e s s e n t i a l aspiKrt of p lanning . 

The c<mcept of Migration along with a a t o r a l increase has great 

s i g n i f i c a n c e in pcq^lat ion changes . Tbe dmmoqrats^io dynttodcs of the 

towns p a r t i c u l a r l y during the post-Zadepemteacw per iod i s not only 

x e f l e c t e d in t%Mi ^tenoasnal high r a t e of i t s p ^ u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e . 

but a l s o in n igra t ion of i t s inhabi tants t o scM»e e x t e n t ( Singh. 

1985 ) . 

The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c h a r a c t e r t i s t i c of n i g r a t i o n i s that i t s 

d i r e c t i o n and voluna are e n t i r e l y the r e s u l t s of human a c t i o n s and 

r e a c t i o n s t o s i t u a t i o n s . Hence^ i t i s not easy t o a r r i v e at univdrs(xll^ 

acceptab le d e f i n i t i o n s and laethods of flBeasureraent ( Raadcusar, 1986 ) . 

The causes of a i g r a t i o n a i^ descr ibed as due t o "Push aiUl P u l l 

f a c t o r s . " ScMMB of the iaportant push-pu l l fa«:tors of s t l i g u r i and 

J a l p a i g u r i are i -

(1) Push f a c t o r s $- (a) uneoiplo^Mnt and under-eeployasnt in the 

rura l areas (b) low wage and s a l a r y of a g r i c u l t u r a l woxicers (c) 

d e s i r e for b e t t e r urban l i f e (d) h igh raan-laod r a t i o in the ne igh

bouring a r e a s . 

(2) P u l l f a c t o r s : - (a) b e t t e r economic pr<»pects , b e t t e r l i v i n g 

way of l i f e in the town (b) b e t t e r working c o n d i t i o n s and b e t t e r 

eim>loyaent cq^jortunities i n trade and coasMrce (c ) i i w r e a s i n g demand 

f o r labour and s k i l l in t e r t i a r y a c t i v i t i e s (d) b e t t e r transport 

and commanication f a c i l i t i e s between rural areas and the towns. 
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In astlasting tha futura pqiwlation of tha city spacial 

stress of immigration has to ba thoroughly avaluatad. Unfortunately, 

tha latast eansus of migration of tha towns taadar study is not 

availabla. As stMsh guantitativa maasuraaant of migration in thasa 

towns is really vary difficult. 

SILIGURI 

So Other town of North Bengal has such a faster rata of gro%rth 

than Siliguri town. This growth rate of tha town ia uaprsxladaated 

for any other town of West Bengal. The growth of siliguri makes a 

case study for itself. It is true that, partly, this growth has been 

duM to the influx of refugeea. But its growth during tha last few 

decades was the result of its own activities, which gained primary 

mcMMntum frois its extremely advanta^iaous location as the principal 

gateway to traffic bound for eitlMr north and south or east and 

•est. Such nodality is nnt enjoyed by any otlwr tcwn of the region 

( Itekhop^hyay. 1977 )• In 1901. the total pc^pulation of the then 

village of siliguri was 784 only, most of whom %rare *Rajbanshis' 

(Schedule caste). Question arises what have sha{)ed to huge pqpulao 

tion of to-day of the towa7 I^M adjacent tea gavteas* forests and 

the coanwrcial activity acted in bo<Miting the migration into silig\uri 

town. After 1962. with promulgation of the Nati<M»al Bmergancy. 

Military Cantonment was dhtvaleped in SiMl around Siliguri. Beaides. 

political disturbances of Assam wkl Bangladesh led to ianigration 

into the town. 
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ProER the household survey done by the author,a Table 1.7A 

can be arranged s-

Table 1.7A Migration fron different places in siliguri Tdim. 

Original birth place Migration in percental 

1. Baagladesb (Bast Pakistan) 52 

2. siliguri surroundings 1 

3. Other districts of W.B. 16 

4. Other states 30 

5. Other countries 1 

source t- Field %#ork (1989) 

VIIOX9 than half of the total peculation of the town had migrated 

from the then Sast Pakistan (Fig.9a) ax^ alaaost all of then have 

settled in the eastern part of the town. After Independence (1947) 

people also cans trtmk other districts of vrest ^ngal. who settled 

in the southern part and majority of people hailing fr<MB other 

states settled in tha trestern part of t\^ to%m. About 27% of the 

total population of the town have been dwelling here|br one genera^-

tioR and they are confined siainly in the central part, whereas aore 

than 60% of the total population. residiDg for 10^42 years have 

spread in the east, north-east mxtd tiestern part. Peiqple living for 

less than 10 years (12 percent of the total population) are found 

settling in the peripheral sones. 

JALPAIGURI 

Jalpaiguri's population growth is very much dependent on its 

increasing prosperity due to growth of tea industries in this 
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region. In f ee t , the whole history of the growth of population in 

the tract which i s also knotra as western Doars i s nothing tout 

history of ianigration to the various tea e s ta te s located in t h i s 

t r a c t . sincNi 1673 when the f i r s t tea ganten was la id down and in 

1874-75 when f i r s t tea was grows* streaMS of ioadgratlon floiNid 

in the d i s t r i c t in search of jobs and l i v e l i h o o d . 

Thus after the foraation of the d i s t r i c t (1869) tito town 

heeasM the administrative hei^kiuarters and i t attracted p e c ^ e 

frooi the undivided Bengal (western Duars D i s t r i c t and Jalpaiguri 

Sub-division of Ran̂ QEmr d i s t r i c t ) . For o f f i c i a l iK>rks the clerics 

and for legal advi<»i the advocates, caow with the i r faoiiliea to 

the town followed by doctors and teachers t o provide asdical ass i s 

tance and teaching respect ive ly . So fr<MB the very beginniim. a 

continuous flew of migration to the town toc^ place which was 

MK:«ntuated after the part i t ion of Bengal in 1947. The household 

survey report (Table 1.7B} shows the nature of migration. 

Table 1.7B Pmrcmnt^gm of ad.gration fron di f ferent places in 
Jalpaiguri town. 

Original birth-place Migration in percentage 

1 . Bangladesh (Sast Pakistan) 72 
2 . Jalpaiguri and surrounding 7 
3 . other d i s t r i c t s of W.B. 8 
4 . Other s ta te s 12 
5 . Other countries 1 

source i" Fie ld work (1989) 
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SO, 72% peopla can* txom t t e than Bast Pakistan and hava 

s a t triad nora in niMdbar in tha waatarn h a l f of tba town and thosa 

who caam frtm othar s t a t a a hava oKMitly s a t t l a d in tlM haart of tha 

town as wal l as in Itnisinaas araa. pa^pla f r€» oth^r countr iaa , 

theudl^ t h a i r paroantaga i s vary n a g l i g i b l a (rig.9l>}« ara f o o i ^ in 

tha soat lMm part of tha town* But t lw sMin l i v i n g in tha town for 

ona ganaration ara eoncantratad in tlM north-oastarn p a r t . Again, 

42% of tha t o t a l popalat ion r a s i d i i ^ in tha town for 2-3 genarationa 

ara oKsatly eonfinad in t lw cantra l part* wiwraas 50% hava laaan 

r e s i d i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y in tha northern and soutlMm part a inee Inda-

pandancw. 

1*6 OCCUPATJCm STRUCTURE 

Work is considered tha activity that ia parforaad in tha 

occupational role. The occupation detersoinea the individual's 

relationships with other individuals in the saow and other occupa

tions ( Hall, 1975 ). Occupation re#eals the nature of wsonooiie 

progress of a couatiry. It depends upon the degree of econcMoic 

developnent and sefistieation of a country ( Ghosh, 1985 ). 

Occiq>ational structure is the unitary relationship pattern 

of the three occtq;»at ional coaf)^ients. prisMry. secondary and 

tertiary irorking population of as area, which c«MMititute the core 

of the economic systeoi. Aa»ng all of the social attributes of a 

given individual or group, occupation is of paramount ijqportanca. 

It is particularly significant for the population analysis, since 
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to a censidarabla axtant, tha natora o£ work datarainea tfaa aurroun' 

dinga. both j^ysical and cultural { Saith. 1948 }. 

SILIGORI 

Toftal %»orte«ra : 

Total vorkera in siliguri town la 48911 (aala 45574. fanala 

3337} or 31.4% of tha total pofmlation whara aa in tha diatriet 

(urban) it ia 29.9% ( canaua* 1981 ) . Again, tha par<»ntaga of 

aala workara ia 52.9 and that of faaalaa ia 4.9 of tha total aalaa 

and femalaa in tha t<Mn raapactlvely (Tabla 1.8A|i. 

Table 1.8A. Percentage G€ T«^al workara to total population and 
ita dmcmdal growth in siliguri town. 

Yaar 
t workara { Growth of workara 

1961 36.3 57.9 3.0 - - -

1971 30.9 51.6 2.9 27.1 26.1 55.6 

1981 31.7 52.9 4.9 62.2 57.4 177.4 

Table 1*8A. viaualiaea that tlM percentage <^ total tforkera to 

total population in Siliguri town reduced by 6 percent in 1971. 

But it increaaed in 1901 due to Imsreaae of job <̂ i;̂ portunity in the 

town in reapeet of trade and eomamx&t* It ia Intereating to note 

that the percentagea of feaala workara have been inereaaing eonti-

auoualy due to aK>re nuaber of feaala participation ig different 

aetivitiea aa c«qEMred to previoua dae^toa. The percentagea of aala 

workara decreaaed froa 1961 to *71 whareaa a aaall inex9&a9 waa 

ncticad in 1981 (Pig.10a). 
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Tha growth of total t#ork«rs during lS^l-71 itaa e^oaidarably 

low both for aalaa and faaalaa. It miana tha papulation growth 

cannot kaap paca with total workara. vhila tha growth of faaala 

workara waa traaandoua (177X) duris^ 1971-81• Tha parcantagaa in 

all thesa catag^riaa in Siliguri town ar« auc^ highar than thoaa 

of diatriet urban aa a wlmla. thm eoapariaon batwaan tha growth of 

total papulation (58%) and total workara (62%) during 1971-81 

ravaals that tha latiar ia aligbtly highar than tha fomar. An 

Incraaaa in total workara in 1981 night ba du* to rapid axpanaion 

of diffarant i^tivitiaa. 

Tha wards hava variad parcantagaa of total workara, of which 

8 hava highar than tha town avaraga (31.4%). To idantify tha con-

cant rat ion of total irarkara in diffar«nt warda« tha parcantagaa of 

total tforkara ara claaaifiad and it can ba iK»ticad that only 6 warda 

(locatad in and around CBD) ar* in the catagory of high group (35 or 

sBora) of total workara (Appandix-4A). On tha othar hand« parcontagaa 

of workara in 9 wards (aituatad in tha aaatarn part a of tha town) 

ara lowar than tha avarago. Thia ia dua to fact that thaaa warda 

ara totally raaidantial in charactar and mmdoar of dapondanta ara 

Mora in a faaiily. 

Tha parcantaga; of faaala workara in this town ia ̂ ry low 

(4.7%). It ia elaar that only S warda hava aora than 6 parcant of 

fanala workara and tha raaainings hava balow 6%. Tha wards arcwnd 

CBD hava lasa munbar of faaala workars bacausa laas nvmbar of 

faailiaa ara living in this araa. 
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worltsrs in Diffsrsnt A c t i v i t i s s s 

TlMi tforksrs of d i f f srsnt a c t i v i t i s s ars groi^psd into thrss 

catS{H>z'i«« *nd ths psrcdntagss of tiorksrs io tlMss cats^^riss ars 

givsn in Tabls l .SAj* 

Tabls l .SA. ParcsBt^Iss of imrksrs and the ir growth in d i f f sr sa t 
a c t i v i t i s s in s i l i g u r i town. 

Ysar 
j tforksrs in % I Growth of i^ricsrs in % 
1 Ag l . ae t i - Honss- o t t e r s i Agl .aet l^ SNMUM- Othsrs 
I v i t i s s hold i v i t i s s teld 
i iadus- I iadus-
J try s t c . i try s t c . 

1961 
1971 
1981 

0 . 5 

1 . 8 

0 . 5 

2 . 0 

3 . 7 

1 . 3 

97 .5 
94 .5 
98 .2 

-

t 3 5 4 . 7 
- 50 .2 

-

^127.4 
- 4 4 . 1 

-

4^24.2 
+ 7 2 . 8 

I t i s obvious that ths psrcsnt^mas of worksrs in agricultural act iv i 

t i s s in ths town i s sxtrsiasly low c<Mq>arsd with that of iiorksrs in 

othsr a c t i v i t i s s . Ths p s r ^ s t a g s of irorl^ra in housatold industriss 

ars a l so very low dus to lack of rsscmrees for industriss and l o s s 

i n e s n t i v s s . A sawll psrcsntags of worksrs. howsvsr, ars sngagcKS in 

Tsa and Tiahsr industr ies . Ths high psrcsntags of iforksrs (98%) in 

othsr a c t i v i t i s s rsvsal ths iaportaaos of town in t s r t i a r y a c t i v i 

t i s s . In ths dscads (1961-71) along with inf lux of papulation ths 

occupational p a t t s m in ths tcM#n changiMi. Most of ths insigrants 

^hss worked as agricultural laix>urs or as labmursrs in s s a l i s ea l s 

indttstr ivs . Bss idss . a«ny of thmm hseaas saploysd in odd jobs 

loading t o high growth rato of *othsr s s r v i c s s * . Suhssqusntly, 
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oving to lack of raaouz^aa and arabla land teclina in parcMiatagaa 

of agricultural activity aa wall aa houaahold induatry vaa obaarved. 

On tha contrary, parcantaga of %forkara catagoriaad aa othar workera 

incraaaad in aauU.! aaount. Data for individual occupation tLze not 

available for 1981. But the data of 1971 can ba conaidtered for 

finding out tha trami of growth and inportanca of thaaa activities 

(Pig. 11a). For this i^rpose, the parcentagaa of workara in different 

catagoriea for 1961 and 1971 are coo^ared in tha Table 1*8A^. 

Table 1.8A^ Percentage of Total workara in different ooctqMtiona 
in siligurj 

Occttpationa 

1. Ag. activities 

2. Liveatock & Mining 

3. Household Induatries 

4. other than houaahold 
induatriaa 

S. Conatruction 

6. Trwle & C<MMMirce 
7. Tranaport 

8. Other Servicea 

I town. 

% to total 

I96I 

0.5 

1.0 

2.0 

18.2 

3.9 
26.2 

20.4 

27.8 

workers 

1971 

1.7 

1.3 

3.7 

11.7 

3.1 
28.1 

23.8 

26.6 

Analyaing the pereentagea of workara in different ac^tivitiaa in 

both 1961 and 1971 it eao be viaualiaad that the higheat percentage 

(27.8) waa ahared by other services in 1961 whemaa in 1971. trade 

and connerca recorded the higheat (28.1%). in 1971, the ahare by 

the otlwr aervicea was 26.6 percent, so, it ia aeen that the percen

tage of workera in trade and coraaarca increaaed in 1971 where aa 

that of other aervicea deczeaaed. 
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I f i t i a takan for grantad that tim mmm trand of 1961-71 

was aaintainad in 1971-81, the pareaota^ia of workara i n t r a t e and 

cooawrce %fould have d e f i n i t e l y inereaaad a i f p i i f i e a n t l y . Hharaaa 

parcantagaa of t#orieara in other aarvieaa daomaaad f u r t h e r . I t aaana. 

inportanoa of trade and eoonwree aurpaawid a l l o t h e r a a r v i c e a . Tha 

pareent^^paa of tMirkars in traoapmrt are cont inuoualy incraaaing l i k e 

t rade Mid cnamnrca. Proa the a n a l y a i a . i t i a found t h a t tha aajor 

occupation of thm people in the town are trad# and eonaarca, o ther 

aarvieaa and t r a n s p o r t . In 1961 and 1971* a coaaidaralskla percentage 

of po |» i lat ion %fera engaged i n flMtaufaeturing i n d u a t r i a a . But diM t o 

d i f f e r e n t probleraa e . g . , lack of invaatahla fuada. a k i l l a d labourara 

and naintananca. tha percentagea i n t h i s head d e c r e a s e d . 

Occupational pa t t erns in the Warda 

To i d e n t i f y tlMi wards for concentrat ion of a c t i v i t i e s , tha 

percentages of workers in d i f f e r e n t cx^upationa had been ca l cu la t ed 

and shown i n Appendix*-4A. Fron t'ne AmMiBdix-4A i t i s found that only 

3 out of 19 warda have about 3% of t o t a l tmrkara angagad in Houaa-

hold i n d u s t r i e s . Pr<» ttM i n v e s t i g a t i o n i t i a obaarved that three 

warda (II,XIV and XVI) have aoaie aaNU.1 aca la induatr iaa in which a 

conaidarable nuodoer of peraona are angagad. Tha percentagea of 

%rorkara i n other aarvieaa v«ry froai 961(99 in d i f f a r a n t warda. FasHile 

participati<M} in these a c t i v i t i e s are below 1.5% of the totaO. f ena le 

workara in the town. In a l l tha warda. asecapt ward-XVI. p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

of tha fesMlaa in t h e s e a e t i v i t i a a are balow 1.5%. Fron the f i e l d 

i n v e a t i g a t i o n i t i a not iced t h a t a l a r g e nuadber of f e n a l e %#orkers 
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(above 5%) l a ward-XVI are engaged i s conetrt ic t ion vork aa 

l a b o u r e r s . 

JALPAIGURI 

Total workers s 

I D Ja lpa igur i town the t o t a l %N»rkers 4re 18«074, of which 

15«6d7 persons are s a l e s and 2377 are feauales ( Ceastts* 1981 } . 

The p e r c e n t a ^ s of t o t a l workers in the d i s t r i c t (urban) and the 

town are 28 .0 and 29 .3 r e s p e c t i v e l y * Again* the perceent^ies of 

male and female workers in the tcH n̂ are 48*7 and 8 .0 r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The percentages of t o t a l workers in d i f f e r e n t decades and t h e i r 

growth are shown in Table 1 . 8 B . . 

Table 1.8B. Percentages of %forkers t o t o t a l populat ion and i t s 
decadal growth i n J a l | » i g u r i town. 

Year 

1961 

1971 

1981 

i 

h 
1 

Total 

31.3 

30.0 

29.3 

vozluirs 

ffales 

50.9 

49.4 

48.7 

i 
j 

WmmmXmm! 

5.7 
5.7 
8.0 

Growth of workers 

Total 

~ 

8.5 
9.1 

Males 

.. 

7.9 

3.5 

Feawles 

• 

15.€ 

69.5 

The Table 1.8B. r e v e a l s t h a t though th4^ nuaber of t o t a l «ioricers 

increas«id in s u c c e s s i v e decades but t h e i r p e r c e n t a g e f ^ d e d i n e d In 

d i f f e r e n t deca^tais. The growth o f f e a a l e workers increased in 1971-81 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y . How-a-days« due t o hard eo^Maoadc c o n d i t i o n the 
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feaales* participation, in different activities are aore than 

before (Fig•10b). 

To study the nature of total workers in different wards, the 

percentage of total workers to total poimlatii^ have been S^QI^ 

in Append ix-4B. AsM»ng 19 wards 10 have workers less than the town 

average (29,3%). TIM nuadser of wards having workers of 30-35% is 8. 

8o all the wards ejKWpt IX (located in CBD) have not sore than 35% 

of their population as workers* Participation of feaale workers in 

the town is 8% to the total feawles* Most of the wards (13 out of 

19) have less feiaale workers than the town average (8%). T%M aaxisKus 

female workers (15.2%) are found in ward VIII. The wards henring low 

percental of female workers are dMidnated by agriculture. The wards, 

wlMre the percentages of fesMile workers areaore than average^ are 

located in cmntre-placm of the town. 

Workers in Different Categories 

The percentages of workers in different categories have been 

given in Table l.BB^ for finding out the trend of gro«H:h in different 

jMrtivities. 

Table 1.8B. Percentages of trorkers and their growth in different 
activities in Jalpaiguri tcmn. 

i workers in %. j Growth of workers in % 
Year [ . ^ i 

' Agl.acti- H<mse- others { Agl.aeti- House- otlMrs 
J vities hold I vities hold 
I Indus- i Indus-
I try etc. { try etc. 

1961 2,6 1.8 95.6 - - . 
1971 5,5 5.7 88.4 +126.6 +242.1 + 3,6 
1981 3.2 1.2 95.6 - 36.5 - 77.3 +18.5 
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Tha Tâ bla l-SB^ ravaala tlm parcanta^a of %forkara in agricultural 

activltiaa ehan^^ in diffarant dacadkia. Zn tha tovn. a vary £aw 

paraona are anga^j^ in agricultural activitiaa which ia practiaad 

in tha pariî Htry xona. Tha pareantaga of Iwuaahold tforlcara in 

diffarant dacadaa alao changed dtM to varioua faetora which playad 

an inpertant rela in davalc^paMnt • Tha pareantaga of othar vericara 

vaa high in match ^i^meadm, km tiM davalopawnt of the town haa hMin 

haaad on adaiiniatrativa work, ao a large nuâ iar of pa<q^a are 

angaged in diffarant offic»a and organiaatiema in aucKsaaaiva d#cadaa. 

But tha percentage growth of trarkara in this activity C3>6%} in 1971 

could not keap pace with p<^ulation growth (13%). It can be noted 

that there was a high inereaaa in percentage of workers in both 

houaehold induatriea and agriculture in 1971. 

Studying the different occupation pattern in Jalp&i,guri town 

in 1971 it is found that aora than 40% of total tM>rkars umxm angaged 

in othar aervicea. The neact high percentage is in trade and ccNHaarca 

in which about 24% of total workera %iare aimaged. Transport is alao 

an important occupation in the town (Fig.lib). Abcmt 12.4 and 8.5% 

of total workers in 1971 and 1961 respectivaly were engaged in 

transport. This high percentile inereaaa ia traoaport in 1971 revaals 

the growing iaf>ortance in thia activity ooapared to the other 

tertiary activities. Inoreaaaa were also noticed in 1971 as coaiparad 

with 1961 in arnaa other activities like agrleulture and houaehold 

induatriea. whereas overall percentage decreaaad in livaatook and 

nining. Manufacturing and ctMsatruetioa during 1961-71. 
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Talsia l . O i . Pareaotaga of workara i o diffarant oecttpationa io 
Jalpalgturi town. 

Oocitpationa * ^^ t o t a l «»orkara 

I»e i 1971 

1. Agrlcoltaral aetivitiaa 2.€ 5.5 
2 . Livaatodic & odaiag 4 . 2 2 .3 

3. Houaahold Indoatry 1.8 5.7 

4 . Othar than liouaa]M>ld induatry 10.6 8.1 
5. Conatraetion 4.3 1.6 

6. Tra^ i, CcMMMirca 22.7 23.9 

7. Tranaport 8.8 12.4 

8. otbar aarvioaa 45.0 40.5 

Total- 100.0 100.0 

Analyaing tha trand of parcantagaa in both 1961 and 1971 

it is concludad that tha othar aarvicaa ara l<K>aing ground hot 

trada & coaaHirc^ and tranaport ara gatting fl»ra ioportanca in 1981 

cfMaparad to othar aetivitiaa in tha t«wn. 

Occupational Pattam in tha Warda 

To idantify tha natura and charaetar of tha warda in eoanaction 

with diffarent aetivitiaa tha parcantagaa of workara m> diffarant 

oecupation hava baaa atadiad wardwiaa. Tha agricultural activitiaa 

ia racordad hi^aat (23.8X) in vard-III (Appandijc-4B}. Out of 19 

warda 5 hava Mora than tha avaraga agrieultural workara (3.2%). 

Four (Warda I.II,III,IV} of thaaa arm locatad in oorth-aaatarn part 

and tha 5th warn (Ward XVIII) liaa in tha mxtxmmm aouth. The condition 

of houaahold induatriaa ia poozar than tha agricultural aetivitiaa. 
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The aver ago workara in thia eatagory ia imly 1*2 parcant. Only 

2 irarda (XZV & XVIX) hmvm worm than 3% heoaahold tforkara. Soaa 

aoiithiaa, pottarias, bidcariaa ate. ara foaoA in tbaaa warda. 

Aa it ia a aarviea and trada town* tha iiorluira* pwrtieipa-

tion in thaaa aetivitiaa ara naturally aigaifleant, out of 19 warda 

13 liava aora than tha avaraga parcant aga (95.6). Tha highaat par-

oantaga (99.9) ia rac»rdad in ward X which ia fMizaly a Murkat araa 

(Dinhasar Municipal Markat}. Actually warda«'XX«X*XXIX ara in tha 

CBD aa «#all aa tl»i cora ragion of tha town whare eeiwMroa haa 

flouriahad. But ia ward-XV a «arkat haa hMin built up adjaoant to 

tha Rly. atation. On tha othar hand, warda VII.XII & XIX ara tha 

Sarviee dominatad araaa. 

Coocluaien : 

Of tbe two towna uadar atudy siliguri ia aubdiviaional haad-

quartara whara as Jalpaiguri ia Divisional Co«Dis8loner's haad-

quartara aa wall aa diatriet haadquartara. so adad.niatrativaly 

Jalpaiguri ia laora iaportaot than siliguri. Thma^ Siliguri ia a 
2 

aubdiviaional town but ita araa and population (15.5 kai . 1«S4,378} 
2 

ara highar than Jalpaiguri (10.1 km , 61«743}. In tha baginning of 

thia cantury and at tha awMrging of Siliguri town (1931) tha 

population of Jalpaiguri (oMaargad in 1885} waa highar than siliguri. 

Tha trand of growth rataa in tha last faw ^meaOmm wara of gaoaatrical 

prograaaion for siliguri and of arithaMtical prograaaion for 

Jalpaiguri upto 1951. In tha *40a highar growth rata in both tlM 
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towna %faa dua t o hi^ inflmt of pc^poiation £roai aratwl i i la . Sa«t 

Pakiatan. « saigbbouring d i a t r i e t a of vaat Bai^ial mad othar 

a ta taa in Ind ia , Aftor *fOs th» i o f l a x of pecu la t ion «ra« h igher 

i n s i l t spuri for v a r i o l a raaacma fchan J a l p a i g u r i tfiiich had aliwady 

Xoat i t a rapata aa a u rjiwarclal and tranapert oanfeva. I» cwmagiiawea, 

higlMir rata of growth WMI e^bmrnxwrnd i n S i l i g o r i eoaparad if i th J a i p a i -

g t l r i . Tha grcmth of populat ion and othar dkratogra^ie charaetara hava 

alamat no a i g n i f l e a n t p o a i t i v a d«w«l<q;MBant i n J a l p a i g u r i during tha 

l a a t faw <tocadaa C Saha mt,, a l . , 1989 ) • AaKmg tha a a t t l a r a tba 

p a r c a n t a ^ of backward p^^Xat ion ia coaiparat i v e l y bighMir in 

J a l p a i g u r i (14.6%) than Si l&guri (6 .8%). In ganaral . charwstar ia t i ca 

of both tha tcMma are coaaM»politan in natura . 

Tba area and papulat ion of tba warda in S i l i g u r i ara mich 

l a r ^ i r than J a l p a i g u r i avan a ward having pi^pulation bighar than 

24 .000 i s obaarved in S i l i g u r i - On the othar hand noat of tha warda 

i n J a l p a i g u r i poasaas balow 3 .000 p o p u l a t i o n . As a r e s u l t , tha 

d e n s i t y of pc^^ilation in tlM warda of S i l i g u r i are h igher than th«.t 

in J a l p a i g u r i ^ Tbm genera l tendency of pc^pulation dtensity in J a l p a i 

gur i i a lowering than tba expected during the l a a t few decMSes and 

an inverae s i t u a t i o n i s n o t i c e d in s i l i g u r i . Preasure of pc^pulation 

enorsKmsly imrreaaed in s i l i g u r i than J a l p a i g u r i . By cooqparing tlMi 

aex r a t i o in tooth the towns i t i a observed t h a t feoMilea are l e a s in 

numiser in s i l i g u r i than J a l p a i g u r i . The l i t e r a c y percentage for 

Males and fesiales are aliaost s i a i i l a r in both the towns but i t s 

gt-owth ratd i s higher in S i l i g u r i than i n J a l p a i g u r i . I t i s a l s o 



- 48 -

observed that both the towns show higher growth rate of literacy 

in case of feoHkles. 

percentage of total workers in ooth tho towns is alnost sasae 

and its growth rates during tlM last few dmcad&m «#ere not at all 

high ccHflfMured with that of population growth. A significant per* 

cent age of iMsrkers in priaary activities ax» observed in Jalpaiguri 

but it is negligil^e in siliguri town. Bat aore than 95 percent of 

total workers mr^ engaged in other servi^^s. whereas the percentage 

of household and other industries axe about 1 percent in both towns. 

The workers* gr<mth rates of all these Mstivities during the last 

few decades were not at all satisfactory. Moreover, SCMBS negative 

growth %fere observed in case of households and other industries. 

It is interesting to note that festtles* participation in different 

activities are encouraging and their growth rates are higher than 

aales. The rising spree of pogMAlation growth claisM more scope of 

livelihood in the towns iant for which various social evils and 

oriaes are sure to incarease in these straitegically isiportant towns 

of the region. To increase the percentage of «K»rkers it is essential 

to create more job <qpportunities by developing industries ( saha, 

1989 ). 


