
Chapter-11 Ritual Organization and Land System 

.· 
In this chapter we shall discuss the categories of land holdings r~lated to 

the ritual organization of the temple ]ogadya. The first is the fixed properties 

attached to the temple Jogadya, which consist mainly of the sacred pond Kshirdighi 

and the sites fbr various institutions bf the temple. Since the Settlement Record 

by the British Government, these lands were classified as lakheraj lands, ~hich are 

exempted from taxation lly the government. The second are cakran lands. The various 

castes and lineages cocsisted of the ritual organization were granted ·the cakran 

lands by the Maharaja in return for the duties for the ritual services. They 

provide the main basis of the ritual drganization. Cakran land is usually meant 

as the service land such as caukidari cakran, which is occupied in return for a duty 

for maintaining the order of the village. It is neither debattar in general 

meaning, nor brahmattar, despite the fact that it is occupied in return of 

·religious services. The third is the allowance of the court of the Raj given to 

the temple servants. A discussion attempted here on them is expected to make dem· 

how the foundation of.' the ritual organization formed through the land mnnagements 

and the supervision hy the court of the Raj-df f3ardhaman. 

1. Lakheraj land and the temple institutions 

The landlord properties attached to the temple institutions of the goddess 

]ogadya, according to the villagers, granted lands by the Maharaja of Bardhaman. 

There are some other lands for other re tigious institutions which belonged to the 

pattanidar (intermediary Jand holders) under the zamindari system of the British 
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. d I peno. At the beginning, we shall adopt a historical material on the Cadastral 

Survey Record (C.S.Record) on the village, though it stocks with too vast amount 

of the land data to examine even if we limit our analysis into a village. By the 

means of the computer analysis,. we shall make clear the structure of the land 

holdings regarding temples in the vi1lage at that time. 

The purpose of the Survey and Settlement Operations in Bengal is pres6ribed 

under the Bengal Tenancy Act (1885) that: "extend the system of "records-of-rights"" 

to all kinds of estate" 2 The settlement officer in each district recorded the 

mutual rights and liabilities of landlords.and tenants in detail and connected them 

with the Plot No.· (dag No.) in the mauza map in a fixed standard. The operation 

began in 1898 in Bengal. In the district of Bardhaman, it was practied from 1927 

to 1934, and on the village Kshiragram, which consist of three mauzas, namely 

Ksharija Kshiragram, Kshiragram and Cak Ksharija Kshiragram (JL. No. 127,128, and 

129), the operation was done in 1927/8 under the supervision of the settlement 

officer, Sri K.A.L.llill,I.C.S. Table-2 gives a list of the plots regarding the 

religious institutions such as the Jogadya temple and the Kideshwari temple in the 

village, which are picked up from the cadastral records of the mauzas. Most of the 

plots were recorded to be under the ownership of the Maharaja of Bardhaman. There 

·are on1 y a few plots which were under the other pattanidar and the ndyat (owner 

~ farmers) outside the village for religia'us use. 

For the present, we shall draw attention to four points about the land 

holdings in the list. First, most of the lands regarding. the rituals of the 

goddess Jogadya are registered,under the ownership of the Maharaja of Bardhaman on 

the pages of the khat i ytms. ln the Settlement Record, it was as a matter of form 

that the rights pf supreme ownership over the estates were endowed by the British 

1 In this re.spe"c.:t, see, MacLane, Land and local kingship in eighteenth-century 
Bengal. 1993,·pp. 287-305. See a1so, Ray, Change in Bengal Agrarian Society, c. 1760-1850. 
1979 '~ 

2 Government of" Bengal, Guide and Glossary to Survey and Settlement Records in 
Bengal. 1971, p. 2. o ... 
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Table-2 The lakheraj lands of the village religious institutions 

(Abbreviations, see p.viii) 

-
Institutions · Dag (JL) TYP Area Upperowner Underowner Remarks 

Jogyakundu 8 (7) BIIT 0. 11 B.S. Mahara~a Public 

Utthan-mandir 10'(7) MDR. 0.01 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Kshirdighi 22(7) PKR 13. 5 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Kshirdighi 29 (7) DNG 0.04 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Kshirdighi 9 (7) DNG 0. 54 B.S. Mahar(l.ja Public 

Kshireshwari 7 (9) MDR 0. 07 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Kshireshwari 9 (9) BHT 0.03 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Kshireshwari 18 (9) PTH 0.03 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Jogadya-mandir 20 (9) BST "o. 1 B.S. Maharaja Kachari 

Jogadya-mandir 24 (9) BST 0. 88 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Jogadya-mandir 25 (9) MDR 0.03 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Jogadya-mandir 42 (9) BIIT. 0.02 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Jogadya-mandir 108(9) DNG 0.05 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Graha-thakur-tala 6261 (8) BGN 0.03 B.S. Maharaja Kathali 

Devi-bisram-sthan 4995 (8) DNG 0. 15 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Jogadya-mandir 5611 (8) SHL 0.57 B.S. Maharaja Publ,ic 

Gajan-tala 45 (9) BST 0.08 B.S. Maharaja Public 

Panchanan-tala 84 (9) BHT 0.02 B.S. Maharaja . Bagdi 

,. 

Sib-narayan 78 (9) BST 0.07 B.S. Maharaja Karmakar 

. 

Sib-narayan 79 (9) BST 0. l B.S. Maharaja Bha t tacary· 

Manasa-mandir 83 (9) BHT 0. 02 Maharaja Bagdi Debattar 

Dharmaraj-tala 66 (9) BIIT · 0.01 Pattanidar Bagdi Debattar 
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Emperor (Barat Samrat) to the upper holder of the ownership. It is, however, the 

family of the Maharaja of Bardhaman who is still regarded by the villagers as the 

owner of the estates on these plots of the temple. On the pages of the kshatiyans, 

it may be interpreted that the family of the Maharaja is registered as the holder 

of the ownership to the usufructuaries of the plots which the villagers held. For 

example, the Rajkachari 11f the temple supervised the temple management in the name 

of the Maharaja before 1ndcpendence. It is in the name of the Maharaja still now 

that the priests proclaim at the beginning of the ritual processes, which is 

called "sankalpa" This proclamation of the name of the Maharaja by the priests 

corresponds with the fact that the name of the Maharaja is placed as the prime 

sebait for the ritual in the Maharaja estates in each pages of the khatiyans on the 

Settlement Record. These things signil"i.es that the name of the Maharaja is placed 

the ultimate pos1tion in tho stratif\od organization of the temple service ·in the 

village, which included the nine clans of the Brahman-sebait and the other service 

castes serving to the temple. This wi.l J be discussed again in the later chapters. 

Secondly, these lands were classified as "lakheraj land~ simultaneously under 

the settlement operation by the British Government. Lakheraj land means simply 

the tax-exempted lands, when they were registered for the purpose of some public 

welfare and service in the Settlement office. According to the definitions in the' 

~eitlement Record, the Jakheraj means "lands held revenue-free" and "sometime used 

loosely also for rent-free land" . 3 As shown in Table, it is evident in this 

case that these plots were mostly held revenue-free by the Maharaja to .the 

government. 

On the other hand, the purpose of these ·plots as "lakheraj lands" on the 

kshatiyans was defined in the additional section as follows: "for the general use 

by all the Hindu~ . Actually, most of the lands of the temple institutions and the 

3 Government of' Bengal, Guide <Jnd Glossary to Survey and Settlement Records in 
Bengal. 1917 (reprinted in J9:JH) p. 39. In the Bengal Tenancy Act, "lakheraj" is described 
as follows: "The word of lakheraj is often used loosely: in strictness, it indicates a 
freedom from liability to revenue,but it is constantly used as indicating exemption from 
liability to pay rent.., Sen, 1925, p. 25. 
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altars of the goddess Jogadya are immovable estates. It is naturally that these 

are unrestricted to worship by all the llindu in the vjllage. The granted lands to 

the temple institutions are usually called Debattar in Bengal. The Debattar land 

was defined as "a form of rent-free tenure or revei1lle-free property" on the 

Settlement Record. 4 A grantor of Dehattar land could be entitled to resu~e it. 

In other wo~ds, usually only a right of the tenure over the estate is granted from 

the upper owner without taxation. 5 On each page of the khatiyan of these plots, 

however, the purpose of the land was clearly prescribed for the general use by all 

the Hindu, although the holder of the upper-ownership was registered as the 

Maharaja. These lands were, therefore, declared more explicitly for these public, 

interests. In this regard, it could be said that all the villagers had the 

usufructuaries without rent over the estates, which were assured and/or donated to 

them from the Maharaja. Many villagers regarded them as lands of rent-free tenure. 

As the public institution, the temples and other altars were ensured to be open to 

all the Hindu and allow them to worship inside without any restrictions' on the 

basis of caste or sect for generations. 
0,·~ 

With some exceptions, these prescr'ipti ons assured them the exc 1 us i ve. rights 

of the families over the ritual services and/or the de facto occupancy rights over 

the plots. Only a family of the Bagdi caste who were prescribed as the servants 

of the deity Panchananthakur can perform the ritual service at the altar called 

panchanan-tala. In the same way, a family of Kathali-Brahman exclusively performed 

the ritual service to the deity Grahathakur. They are granted the lands by the 

Maharaja 1 ike as the l~'·hat.tar 1and so far as they continue their ritual duties at 

each plot. Hence, it can be said that this relationship is equivalent to the 

relationship between a ~agdi priest and. the Maharaja with respect to the Debattar 

land of the Manasa temple, or the relationship between a ~rahman family·and the 

4 Government of Bengal, Cujde nnd Glossary. p. 32. 

5 In this respect, the Bengal Tenancy Act prescribes it as fallows: "Where 
there has been a rent-free grant hy a proprietor there is a relationship of landlord and 
tenant between the grantor and the grantee." Sen, \925, p.24. 
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pattanidar of the Dharmaraj temple given in the lower lines of Table. 

Third, only the temple organization would provide the restrictions on the 

access to the deities in the particular occasions according to the custom, which 

will be discussed in the later chapters. It is naturally for the villagers to 

observe the religious taboos as is often the case within such sacred plac~~ and 

even in an ordinary altar. There arc the other customs of the village, such as the 

fishery in the pond of Kshi rdighi antl the gathering of the !'rui ts !'rom the trees 

of tamarind (ietu}-g;/i;) on the hank n!' the pond. 1t is the temple servant who is 

allowed to gather the fruits rrom the branches or the tamarind tree in season for 

sale. The profits thus accrued go to the temple management. If some villagers 

catch fish in the pond of Kshirdighi, the haul is shared by the temple and the 

fi~hers. They dedicate the caudal fin to th~ goddess at first and then divide the 

·catch into two halves between the temp\o and the fishers. They keep aside these 

sale proceeds for the temple management. Ai this point we can appreciate the 

nature of land regarding the temple institution, which is not merely a public 

property opened to everyone but rather a temple estate controlled by the temple 

·ritual organization. 

In this way, the rights over the estates or the religious Lnsti tutions are 

not prescribed in a simple interest regardless of donated lands from the owner to 

"-
the villagers, which is unlike the ordinary transferred lands. They maintained the 

rights customarily, which are quite complicated relationships with the nominal 

ownership and the tenure which moreover include the rights for the usufruct by the 

temple servants,: It could be ironically said that the Operation of the Settlement 

Record by the British Government at that time brought rather the more complicated 

records of the interests through their at tempts to categorize these customary 

arrangements of the land managements according to the unified standards over 

Bengal. 

Finally, ,it is interesting to see the composition of lcmd types of the 

Jogadya temt~le in the Jist. There are no cultivated lands belonging to the temple 

which ordinarily constitute a large part of the donated lands. The size of pond 
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of Kshirdighi is the largest. The second largest is that allotted for the residence 

of the service castes .. The pond .or Kshirdighi is itself a sacred place and 

constitutes one of the temple _tnstitutions. The image of the goddess ts laid down 

usually at the bottom of the pond and only on the last day of the lunar month of 
) 

Baishakh the image is pulled up and enshrined in the Utthan-mandir .. The vil:lagers 

have many customs to restrict the entry and use of water of the pond. They also 

relate many stories of the evil consequences for violation of the associated 

taboos. This problem of tho land type of the temple estate has been discussed in 

the next paragraph. 

2. Cakran land and the ritual posts 

a)The posts assigned by the Maharaja 

The next subject lrl he discussed is the posts assigned in the temple rituals 

organized through duties in the temple services and the privileges to occ.upy the 

·lands which were granted by the Maharaja without taxation. These lands are 

generally called "Maharaja cakran sampat,ti" Cakran sampattj means roughly the 

service land, which ensures the occupancy right of the land owened by the Maharaja 

in exchange for the duty to the temple services. The type of cakran include 

agricultural field, residential land, pond and waste land. The sizes of these 

plots are not fixed. The usufructuaries of the cakrafl lands are also varied - from 

a household to a large lineage in Lhe village. r'L could· be supposed that the 

succession rule over the inseparable rights over the lands f~om their'duties for 

the temple services brought such diverse types of _the land holdings, and 

simultaneously the division of succession of their lands, the share of the duties 

among the families, and the rotation or the services and privileges over the temple 

rituals, which shall be discussed in detail later. 

First, we have prepared a list of the cakran lands, the occupiers, and their 

roles in the temple services. The 1 i st is made from the Settlement Records of 
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1927/28 of this area. ln the village, it is said that before 1927/28 there were 
. . 

only a few families who occupied the cakran lands and performed the temple duties 

except for the names on the list. But, the names and the descriptions regarding 
,~;,. 

the cakran lands exclusively depend on the Settlement Record. 6 The items on the 

list follows ·.order as this: (a) concerned group for each duty, (b) duty foi the 

temple service, (c)rule for the sharing duty at present. The descriptions on the 

topic (b) are directly trarislated from the records on.each page of the Khatiyans 

in Bengali. The perrormances in the actual ritual .context at the temple have 

complicated impressions. This is the direct quotation so as to enable us to compare 

with the analysis of' ~he ritual processes'discusscd in the later chapters. 

' b) The duties of the occupiers of the cakran lands of the Maharaja 

The Vaidik-purohit (the priest for the Vedic homa) 

a)The two lineages having the title ·Bhattacaryya in the village Nigan 

b)To perform the Vedic Homa on every last day of months 

c)A priest according to the shift. of" the two families 

The Grahacarya (the· specialist for reading the ritual almanac) 

a)The lineage having the Litle Bhattacaryya in the village Ramdaspur 

(the block Katwa) 

b)Proclamation of the royal almanac of the new year in the ritual of lagna-utsab 

c) The Pradhan-purohl' t perform the ritual on behalf of the Grahacar_va 

6 It is known that ·there 'was a family of bhandari who had cakran lands and a 
residence beside the temple. They had mJirated out of the village before 1920~ Because 
of this, their lands have not been recorded on the pages of khatiyan at the time of 
Settlement operation. 
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The Brahman-sebait (the priests for the temple services) 

a)The nine lineages of the Brahman priests in the village Kshiragram having the 

titles Cakrabartty and Rhattacaryya 

b)The daily service and the speciRI rituals foi the goddess jogadya 

c)The daily shift for the temple service among the nine families 

The Candi-pathak (the reciter of the Cnndi, viz., the Devimahatmya) 

a)The two lineages in the village Kshiragram having the title Bhattacaryya 

b)Tho recitation of tho Cnndi at tho daily service and the special rituals 

c)At the daily service the Brahman-sebaits perform their duty; and at the 

special rituals a priest of the rami lies performs it 

The priest for the Shyamsundar temple 

a)The lineage in the village Kshiragram holding the title; Bhattacaryya 

b)The daily ·Service in the temple of Shyamsundar 

c)A priest of the lineage performs it 

The decorator for the daughter in Makari-saptami , 

a)The lineage of Babata~an Bhattacaryya in the village Kshiragram 

b)The decoration and the reception of foods for the daughter in 

Makari-saptami 

c) Suspension 

The Datta 

a)The lineage of the DatLH in lhc village Kshiragram 

b)To perform mayurnflc, to carry the kshirkalas, and pradhakshin in the "'-

Hal-nagal in the month of Baishakh 

c)A family of the Datta continues the duty 
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The Samant 

a)The lineage of the Samant in the village Kshiragram 

b)Mayurnac in the month of Raishakh 

c)/\ fami \y of the Samanl continues .• the duty 

The Ghosh 

a)The two lineages of' the Ghosh, namely Raghunath Ghosh and Bhushan Candra 

Ghosh in the village Kshira~ram 

b) The rreraration of the huffa\os in the ri tua\s of m1hami in the month of 

Ashwin and the \tfahapuja in Baishnkh 

c) A famn y of the Ghosh cant i nues the duty 

The paik 

a)The lineage of the suh-castc of' Kusmethi-Hagdi in the village Kshiragram 

b) Paik (preparations for the rituals) 

c)Two families of the 1 ineage have a shifts to do their duty 

The pa takadhar j 

a)The lineage of the Kusmethi-Bagdi in the village Kshiragram 

b)To draw water for ablution from bank of the Ganga in Katwa, the upholding 

the flags of the Maharaja, and to the guard the goats for sacrifice 

c) Three families of the I ineage continue the duty 

The Dom 

a)The lineage of the Domin the village Kshiragram 

b) The guard of the altar of the goddess, to make the bamboo basket in 

the jogadyapuja, and to perform the sacrifice in the ritual of merya-khata 

c)The family of the l incage continues the duty 
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The Malakar 

a)The lineage of the Malakar in the village Kshiragram 

b)The preparation of flowers for the daily service and arrangements 

for rituals in the temple 

c)The family of the lineage continues the duty 

The jharudar 

' 
a)The lineage of the 1\ari caste in the village Kshiragram 

b)To sweep the temple ground 

c)Three families of the lineage continue the duty 

The badyakar ( dakh i) 

a)The lineage of the Baiti caste in the village Kshiragram 

b)Playing drum 

c)They have a shift· among the three families of the lineage 

The Muci 

a)The lineage in 111e village Gohardanpur and Bhuichi 

b)The leatherwork on the madals 

c)The families of the lineage continue the duty 
.a. ... 

The Karmakar 

a)The lineage of the title Pramanik in the village Nigan 

b)Sacrifice on the western Bank of Kshirdighi for a zamindar 

c)The family of the lineage continues the duty 
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Table-:~ Th(•_r·akran lands classified by the ritual posts 

Post/Type Caste SilL 

Brahman-sebait BIIM ~().;) 

Cfmd i pa t.hak BllM '\. 2t\ 

V;~ idfk-purohi i BIIM 0. -~ 11 

Shamsundar !311M 

GrahacaryEJ BI!M 

Makarisaptami BIIM 

Datta UKT 

Samant UKT 

Ghosh c; 1·: j; 

/,fu 1 a-paik BGD 5.81 

h1 iakadlwr BGD 0. :~7 

/Jad_yakar fl1T f'i.88 

Malakar MLK 2. 6 

Hari HRI l. 24 

Mud MCl 0. 86 

Dom DOM 0. 15 

KRrmakar BNE 

Total 12.2 

/ 

Other Brahman 

Baiti 

SNA ()() BST BHT 

0. 17 0.27 0. :~ . 

0. 17 

0.06 

0.02 

0. ~7 

0.-19 

0. 08 

0. 211 

0. 2•! 0.06 

0. 12 

0. 1 

I. :39 

0. 06 0.27 

0. 17 0. 06 :~. 7 0. :38 

Sebait Brahman 

PKR DBA D~G A~t PP 

0. 29 21. 54 

4. 24 

0. 54 

0. 17 

0. 06 

0.02 

l. 2:~ 0. 06 l. 86 

0. 19 

0. 08 

6.05 

0.67 

6 

0.8 3. 5 

2. 63 

0. 86 

0. 35 0. 83 

0. 15 0. 15 

2. :38 0.21 0. 29 49. 3~ 

[] Sebait Brahman 
@ill Other Brahman 

ffl! Bagdi 
!II Baiti 
!!I Malakar 
!I] Hari 
fll Kshatriya 

Ill Muci 
!il Dom 

II Other 

diagram-1 Pie chart of cakran lands by caste groups 
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c) The cakran lands granted to the posts outside the vi I I age 

Tho priest to carry a basket 

a) The lineage having Llrc' title /\caryya ln the village Gobardanpur 

b)Carrying ·a bamboo basket to the .logadya temple on the day of the 1,\ahapuja 

c)The family continues the duty 

d)The Bastta land of 0.06 acres 

The preparation for tho goats for sacrifices 

a)The lineage having the title Ray in the village Jobagram 

b)To dedicate the two goats for tho .goddess on the day of the Mahapuja 

c)A family of the lineage continues the duty 

d) The Shali land of 0. 51 acres 

The Baiti 

a)The lineage of Baiti in the vi1 \age Gobardanpur 

b)The daily service at the goddess temple in Gabardanpur 

c)A family of tho l irr,_:.tgc continues the duty 

d)The Shali land of 3.91 acres and Do land· of 0. 35 acres 

Table-3 ·on tho J'olJowing page shows the cakian lands classified by each 

ritual post held by the caste groups compiled from the li~t. and Pie chart-1 below 

it shows more distinctly the share ol' cakrun lands classified by the caste groups. 
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d) The cakran lands a~d the ritual organization 

Cakran land is a kind of' service tenure in Hengal. In South [ndia, it is well 

known as "inam land' to signify various kinds of service tenures. In Bengal, 

cakran land was usually assigned to village caukidaris by landlords, though~most 

of them were abolished by the British government. Debattar and Brahmattar are 

common names of service lands for religious purpose. Tn the vi I lage, cakran lands, 

however, were allotted to various caste groups for religious purpose and these 

were deeply connected with the temple ritual organization. Because of this, most 

of the lands remain in the village as service tenure still today despite the 

repeated reforms of land administration after rndependence as well as during the 

British period. We shall try to highlight four issues through this analysis 

regarding the cakran lands. 

First, unlike the untouchable at the temple rituals in the South India, it 

·is interesting that the lower castes of the village such as the Bagdi and the Dam 

were assigned important posts and engaged in the indispensable roles in the temple 

·ritual. The untochables in South India were generally not allowed to enter inside 

the temple, and even deprived of the any kinds of the land holding in rural area. 

But, it is important to indicate that in Bengal a system of }and holding involving 

the lower castes was established. These lands distribution legitimatised by the 

name of the Maharaja through hi~ direct endowment to the temple servants. 

The Brahman-sebait occupies the largest percentage of the holdings of the 

cakran lands classified hy the ritual posts. It is 'rather easy td explain their 

high proportion because, first they are the largest group consisting of nine 

families: second, they exclusively perform the various kinds of puja in occasional 

rituals as well as daily services, and ~hird, the family of the Sabha-pandit who 

is Lhe supervisor oC the ri Lual performances is included as the Brahman-sebai t. 

But, in spite of their high proportion, it is rather interesting that they do not 

cover more than half of the total cakran lands of the temple: precisely, jt is 

43. 6%. 
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The sum total of land holding by the so called "chota lok" in Bengal which 

is the caste groups of the Bagdi, the Dam, the Baiti, and the Hari, amounts to 

34. 4%. As. contrasted with the case of the untochables in South India who were 

alienated from the temple ritual performances in most cases, it is important that 
.. 

'· 
here the relatively greater part of the ritual organization was dependent ori such 

lower caste grmips. It is supported also by the distribution of the sort of the 

cakran lands that the productive doubl~-cropping lands are allotted for the Dam, 

and the irrigation pontls ·.\rc Jistrihutetl for the Dom and the Malakar. These facts 

indicate that the lower castes were not necessarily handicapped in relation to the 

upper castes ~n respect of distributed lands. 

Second, under the form of the land?Use,, it is interesting that the lands for 

residence are not included in the holdings by the families dwelling outside the 

village. They visit to the village only at every occasion of the temple ritual. 

,_Most of their lands consisted of cultivated lands of the village, and in practice 

were sublet to tenant farmers of the village. The land held by the village lower 

castes is always either the residential lands or the cultivated fields. Tt could 

he supposed from these• .r·acls that these sets of lands were intended to enable them 

to settle down in the village, to maintain their households, and to look after and 

perform each ritual duty of the temple organization by way of the providing them 

with the cost of both residence anq earning. 

The residential lands are comparatively less in the cakran lands alfotted for 

the Hrahma,n-sebai t, thoUgh they consist of a large number of plots. Mos·t of the 

Hrahman-sebait have their own patron, that is called "jajman" in Bengali, and they 

could get the economical supports easily from their patrons. Besides, in many 

cas6s ihey even held own cultivated lands. Therefore, as con~rasted with the lower 

castes, their settlement in the vi l ]age was ordinary and easy. For many Brahman-

sebai L, the cakran land was not that essential for their 1 iving, but rather 

regarded as surplus for their production purposes. 1t seems that the distinction 

·between the so-called jajmani-relalionship between the priest (kula-purohit) and 

the patron (jajman) and the employment relationship between the other service 
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castes and their mast~·t·s corresponds to the difference of allotment of the cakran " 

lands between the lower castes and the Orahman-sebait. 

Third, the right of occupancy for the cakran lands and the duties to the 

temple rituals arc inseparably related. It is, therefore, both an obligf;ftion 

(daUtya) and a privilege (ndhikary) of each of the castes to engage in the services 

of the temple organization. Jt is regarded as the indispensable obligation for the 

beneficiaries of the cakran lands to rc~der their services for the temple rituals. 

ln other wards, each p\ot ot' the cakran lands is severally assigned, and .the 

occupancies for the plots by the households of each caste groups automatically 

leads to the engagement for the ritu~1l services classified by the caste statuses 

of the village. At the same time, the successions by the households of the 

specified caste, groups legitimatize their exclusive engagement for the temple 

services. It is a matter of course that the attributions of their caste groups 

assure their engagement in the specified roles in the ritual organization, but what 

is more important is that the patrilineal groups, who succeeded the cakran·lands 

of the Jogadya temple, inherited simultaneously the exclusive right for the 

engagement in each role of the temple services attached to the cakran lands. 

Because of the inseparable relation of' the rights of occupancy and the obligations 

for ritual services, fhey could maintain the basis of the ritual organization of 

the temple, notwithstanding the division of succession to the cakran lands among 

the households of the large lineage. Before the Estate Aquitision Act, 1953, they 

were prohibited from the disposal of the lands at will under the supervision of the 

Rajkachari. Each post ;n\ role in the temple ritual are, therefore, sustained for 

generations, as each plot of the cakran lands remains in the village in spite of 

migration of any caste group outside the village. This ensures the legitimacy of 

their 1 ineages to the posts in the temple services and prevents the migrated 

persons outside the vil !age from newly entering in to the organization. 

Finally, this combination of the obligatio'ns and the privileges through the 

mediation of the cakran [ands seems to compose a basis of the total system of the 

r·i tual status anu role which consists of" Lhe ri lual organization of" the .Jogadya 



temple. This also at the same time is associated with the ritual for the goddess 

as the central figure. Each household of the holders the cakran land.s is 

indispensable as a part of the total di.vision of labour in the ritual system on one 

hand and on the other their attributions as the caste groups resulted in a 

hierarchical structure of the ritual organization. These enable each househbld of 

economic independence that provides the basis of the temple organization through 

the units of their caste status and ritual role. They apparently have no 

association with pure <11;d impure as their caste attribution itself. It is the 

omnipotent kingship that assures their legitimacy of the ritual positions by means 

of grant of cakran lands, and organizes a hierarchical system for management of the 

temple rituals .. 0~--

3. Jogadya temple and the Land Settlement 

This form of the temple management, the way of the maintenance of the 

houscholds,.and the influence through the granted pr·operties hy the kingship raised 

an interesting question in the rields or the land managemental the time of the 

Land Settlement by the British government, which 'intended to standardize the land 

register al1 over Bengal. Pirst, we shall examine the percentage of land 

classified by th~ land-type. The brief analysis on the land-type is shown in four 

.Tables (Nos.4-7) given here. 

Table-4 gives a tlst of the land distribution ~lassified.by the type of the 

land use, which includes all kinds of land ~ategory, in the· whole area of the 

mauza; Cauk Kharija Kshiragram (]. L.No. 129). Table-5 shows the distribution of 

the land types regarding l11 the cakran lands in the village for the temple service 

granted by the Maharaja to the villag6rs. Tahlc-6 is the distribution of the land 

types of the lakheraj lands directly regarding to the Jogadya ternplei which.were 

actually endowed by the Maharaja. Through an examination of these Tables, it would 

be possible to point ouL a few !'acts on the land distribution concerning the temple. 
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lr and Type I Acre -
SilL HO. 2:~ fjS:J. SJ 

PKI~ 27. :tl I :1. t-i 

DO l L :~9 5. 7 

SNA 7. 28 :L 6 
-. 

!1ST 4.67 2. :3 

PKP 4. 14 2.2 

I~ST l. 97 LO 

B!lT 1. 92 1.0 

DBA o. w~ 0. ;! 

BGN 0. 29 0. 1 

DNG 0. 15 0.07 

MDR 0. 1 0. 05 

DKN 0.09 0. (H 

GRK 0. 06 o. en 
To La] 200. 75 100 

Table-/1 HaLio o!" the Cauk Kharija 

Kshiragram classif'icd by land Lype 

I Land type I Acre % 

' 
PKR 13.5 82 

BST 1. 23 7. 5 

DNG 0. 78 tl. 7 

SHL 0.57 :~. 5 

BHT 0.21 1. 28 

MDR 0. 11 0.67 

PTll 0.03 0. 18 

BGN 0.03 0. 18 

I Total 16.46 tOO 

Tablc-6 Ratio of lakheraj lands 

classified hy Lhc land type 

-So-

land Type I Acre % 

SilL -12.2 85. cl 

BST :). 7 7. :5 

PKR 2. 38 4.8 

mtT Q, ~R o.s 
DNG 0. 29 0.6 

DBA 0. 21 0.4 

S:.!A 0. 17 0. 3 

DO 0.06 0. 1 

Total •19. :l~) 100 

Tahlc-;J l~atio of" cakran land 

classified by land type 

I L<md Type j Acre % 

SilL 42. 77 65.0 

PKR 15.88 24. 1 

BST 4. 9:~ . 7. 5 

DNG l. 07 1.6 

Bl!T 0. 59 0.9 

DBA 0.21 0. 3 

SNA 0. 17 0. 3 

\1DR 0. 11 0.2 

DO 0.06 0.09 

PTH 0.03 0. 05 

BGN 0.03 0.05 

Total 65. 85 100 

Tahlc•-7 l~atio o[" sum of" cakran land and 

lakhcraj land classified hy land type 



First, the lakheraj lands directly belonging to the Jogadya temple mainly consist 

of the estates of the temple insti tulions, the sacred pond related to the temple, 

and the lands of the residences for the some temple servants; but are not included 

as the means of production such as the cultivated lands and the irrigation ~onds. 

On the other hand, the cakran lands belonging to the various temple servants mainly 

consist of the cultivated lands and in addition the residential lands for the 

cultivators of tnese lands. It is noteworthy that the percentage of the cultivated 

lands and the residential lands in the cakran lands are very high as compared with 

. the composition of land types in the whole area of the mauza; Cauk Ksharija 

Kshiragram. Besides, Table-7 shows the abstracted composition from the sum total 

of the lakheraj lands and the cakran lands, which means the total land regarding 

to the ]ogadya teinple rituals in the village. This table indicates that the 

composition of the land types of the total lands regarding the temple rituals seems 

to bear a resemblance to the general composition of the 

whole land of this mauza as shown in Table-4. 

These suggest that the registered lands in the Settlement Record as Laksheraj 

land and/or cakran land compoied of a part of the donated lands to the temple and 

the total area of the mauza; Cauk Ksharija Kshiragram (JL.No. 129) and Ksharija 

Kshiragram UL. No. 127) const i Luted ·as a whole the composition of them. It is very 

difficult now to ascertain the details about the temple estate at one time but one 
·:~~--

could conjecture that the total land belonging to the Cauk Ksharija Kshiragram and 

the Ksharija Kshiragram were the donated land to the temple for a religious 

purpose. The name of the mauzas; Ksharija, which means "transferred" , supports 

this conjecture that the estates named "Ksharija Kshiragram" were separated from 

the estate of Kshiragram at one time and made them 

to belong to the .Jogadya temple. 1 

7 On the pages of the Settlement Records the ward "Kharija" is explained as 
follows, "Separated independent taluk" and is "one separated from the zamindari under 

(. Regulation VII of 1793 and now a separate estate. A tenant is kharija when the landlord allows 
him to pay rent separately from his co-sharers for which he has opened a separate account 
(dakhil). " Guide and G I ossary to Survey and Settlement Records in Bengal, 1917 (reprinted 
in 1938). Govt. of Bengal. 
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Before the Settlement by the British government, the donated lands for the 

religious purpose were called as Debattar or I3rahmattar in the case of Hindu 

estate, which means th· · land belonged to some deity and the Brahman. Under the 

Survey and Settlement Records in Bengal, the land categories such as lakheraj and 

cakran did not prescribe definitely th~ purpose of land use, such as a reli~ious 

service. The Settlement officer put the •land category; cakran, which means usually 

the service land for the village servants such as gamastha or cukidar in the 

Toshildhar system of the British local administration and was abolished at that 

time in contrast to the service lands regarding to the jogadya temple included the 

lands for the Brahman castes. 8 

The British administra0Jrs registered the estates dir~ctly attached to the 

temple. They also rtTistered the residential lands for some servants like the 

Rajkachari as lakheraj land under the ownership by the upper landholding of the 

Maharaja. And again they prescribed the purpose of them as public uses 

simultaneously. Under the regulation of Bengal Tenancy Act (1885), it was 

clarified and registered by the operation of the Survey and Settlement that the 

·.·upper ownership of the land holding is the Maharaja in these estates and the lower 

ownerships are the tenants of various. service castes of the temple, who were 

exempted of their rents in exchange of the duties for the various temple services. 

Although it is not sure that they understand well such customary arrangements 

concerned with the rights for the temple management and the member of the temple 

organization, it func~ioned for ages. At any rate, we can make sure that after the 

register in the Survey and Settlement of the land records, the customary interests 

·regarding the temple were settled in written forms at the same time, and it 

included the right of the Maharaja as the upper landholder. 
I 

As already examined, the temple organization for the ritual services was 

c1osely connected with the interests or the vi !lager regarding the whole estates. 

8 In this respect, see in particular, Pali t, Tension in Bengal Rural Society: 
Landlords, Pl811ters and Colonial Rule, 1830-1860. 1975, pp. 26-59. See, also, Sinha, The law 
of service tenures in Bengal. 1911, pp. 74-80. 
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After the abolition of the zamindari system by the Estate Acquisition Act (1953) 

and the Land Reform Act (1955), it brought a paradoxical result that most of the 

cakran lands for the temple services were newly imposed a tax, and at the same time 

registered as the private properties under the l~evenue Settiement Records. ·In 

contrast, the lakheraj lands attached to the temple were registered as the tax-

ex6mpted land under the na~e of the Maharaja except for some cases. It is natural 

that this caused some confusion on the management of temple organization. For 

example, the residential land for the Najkachari was originally attached to the 

ground of Jogadya temple and the off'ice ['or the NajkachAri (kachari-hRri) where the 

family of the Rajkachari have dwelled for generations. On the Settlement Records 

by the British government, the land type of this plot was included in the lakheraj 

lands under the name of ownership by the· Maharaja, but it practically corresponded 

with the residential lands among the cakran lands for the temple servants as a 

matter of form. It occurred two times in the Land Settlements in 1920's and again 

around Independence. 

4. The allowances given by the court of the Raj 

Before abolition of the Zamindari system, the deb-seba-office, a office 

attached to the court of the Maharaja of Bardhaman, supervised directly some 
Q',· 

aspects of the temple management through the office Qf the Rajkachari next to the 

Jogaday temple. The word of "deb-seba-office" means the office of the serv'ice for 

the deity. They allotted the budget for the temples in the kingdom under the court 

of the Raj every year, and received reports about the settlement of accounts from. 

the temples at the end of year. ln the village of Kshiragram, all the service 

castes who were assigned cakran lands !'or the \.emp\e ritu<ll were under the 

supervi·sion of the NiijknchNri. The Nnjkachnri usually controlled the temple 

organization for the ritual in the knc/];Jri-huri aml at the same time he owed a duty 

to report about their temple management regularly to the deb-seba-office in the 



town of Bardhaman. Jn the final three days of the lunar month of Baishakh, even 

from the deb-seba-office, the s4perintendent of the court of the Raj visited the 

village to attend the sH~rifice of buffalo in front of the Utthan-mandir by deputy 

for the Maharaja once in a year. In addition to the cakran lands for th~ service 
'· 

castes, the court of the Raj sent the monthly allowance to the principal posts for 
'·t. 

the temple management and the ritual performance. The Rajkachari received it 

direct 1 y from the deh-seha-offi ce and kept records. The heads of every service 

caste received it monthly in the office of kachari-bari in the village. 

In this way, the court of the f~aj in the town of Bardhaman supervised the 

temple ritual in the village through allotment of budget and the directions at 

times. The budget to the temple ritual was divided mainly into two parts, namely, 

the dally service and ••ccasional dedications consisting of particularly goats and 

buffalos for sacrifice. The distribution and the content of these offerings shall 

be discussed in the nex't chapter in detail. 

The following list shows the official posts in the temple which got the monthly 

allowances from the Rajkachari for their duties. The i terns on the 1 ist are (a) 

concerned group for each duty, (b)their assignment to the cakran 1ands, and (c)the 

contents of the main duties for the tempte service. Table-8 given below shows the 

list of the allowances which were paid for each service groups in those days. 
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a) The posts who received the monthly allowance from the court of the Raj 

The Najkachari (the surerintendent) 

a)A head of a lineage having the Li.tle Mukhapadyaya in the village Kshiragram 

b)No cakran land by the Maharaja 

c) (i)Supervisor on the alI kind or works in the jogadya temple 
/ 

(i i)Keeping accounts the hudget f'or the temple management and lhc payment for 

the specified posts 

(iii)Annual report to the court of the Raj 

The Sflhhn-prmd it (the overseer of' the r i tua I p rm:esscs) 

a)A head of a lineage having the title Bhattacharyya in the village Kshiragram 

b)Shared with the other grahman-sehaits 

c) (i)Supervisor on the ritual processes of the jogadya temple 

(i i)Assistant rriesL (tantradlirnk) in the major rituals in the temple 

(iii)Declaration t6 begin the jogadya puja in the name of the Maharaja 

, The Pradhan-purohit (the chief-rriest) 

a)A head of a lineag··. having the Li Lie Cakrabartty belonging to the lineage of 

Shat-bhai in the vii \age Kshlragram 

b)Shared with the other Brahman-sebaits 

c)The representative of' the Brahman~sebait 

The bhandan· (the store-keeper) 

a)A head of a lineage 

b)The residential land was allotted as the cakran land, which is now included 

in the temple estate 

c) The preparation f'or the ri tua1 ·utcnsi Is f'or the temple services 
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The mula-paik (the chief-servant) 

a)Paiks belonging to a lineage of Kusmethi 8agdi holding the title Dhara in the 

village Kshiragram 

b) Shared with the oLhe pniks. 

c)The preparation For all the ritual services 

The piyan 

a) A family 

b)No cakran land 

c)Assistant works for the Rajkachari 

The guardians of the pond 

a)Lineages of'thu Kusmethi-Aagdi in the village 

b)No cakran 1and 

c)Regularly guard on the bank of Kshirdighi 

·The sacri ficer 

a)A ]ineage of the Karmakar in the village Nigon 

b)The total area of cakran land is 0.15 acres. 

c)The sacrifice in the temple rituals by the goddess sword 
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.. 
Post - Allowance Number of persons 

Rajkachar i · 50 (17) taka (rised up) \ 1 

Sabha-pandi t ' 3.5 thaka· 1' 

Pradhan-purohi t tl \ 
1 anna 

.• 

Bhandari 1 1 ' anna 

-Mula-paik "2 an.na 2 
' 

Piyan 2 taka· 1 

Guardian 25-30 taka (seasonaly) 1 

.Sacrificer 2.5 taka 1 

Table-8 Allowance of the temple servants 

• I 

i 

-57-


