
CHAPTER V I 

'HOMAGE TO CATALONIA' 

Individual i s not a means t o fu r the r the 
motives of others- , • 

anonymous. 
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Of the th ree voyages of s p i r i t u a l s e l f discovery, 

Orwell 's journey to Spain, during the opanish War of 

Independence, was the most consummate. His meeting of 

the I t a l i a n m i l i t i a man was the a c t u a l i s a t i o n of a des i re 

expressed at the end of 'Down and Qit ' - a wish t o know 

people more in t imate ly and not frcm casual encounters . 

The ideal community conceptual ised by Orwell a f t e r h is 

int imate assoc ia t ion amongst the unemployed of Wigan, 

with the d e s t i t u t e and the exp lo i t ed of London and Paris 

and with the revolut ionary m i l i t i a men was found in the 

Catalonian community a t war. Orwell discovered communion 

and the immortali ty of communion in love for one 's fellows 

and in s e l f - s a c r i f i c e . Orwell had always held the view 

tha t man would find t rue happiness in a soc ie ty governed 

by love and c u r i o s i t y - a combination of hear t and 

head. The deadl ies t of Seven Sins^ greed and fear, which 

enervate i n t e l l e c t u a l muscles, do not scourge the Catalan 

soc i e ty . The h ie ra rchy- less non-Weberian Spanish m i l i t i a , 

where an order was given not t o t e s t b l i nd obedience,but 

the same had become the verbal form of a mutually 

b e n e f i c i a l arrangement t o keep each o t h e r ' s skin in tac t , 

o r a l l y Communicated from one comrade to another for c l e a r 

and obvious reasons, taught Orvell many th ings he could 

not have l ea rn t in any o the r way, 

In the sociological wr i t ings of the T h i r t i e s Orwell 

' c o n s c i e n t i s e d ' h is readers t o the menance of unemployment 

which saoped the s p i r i t u a l worth, mental f ib re and the 
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physical v i t a l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l s . Poverty which made 

people feel as if they had been s t ruck by inf luenza , 

^ class-consciousness which drew barbed wire in human 

r e l a t i o n s h i p and the money-code aligned to r e spec t ab i l i t y 

were the individual ' s i l h o u t t e ' of h is three v/ritings 

preceding "Homage to Cata lonia" . 'The Homage', which 

c r y s t a l i s e s Orwell 's exper iences a t the f ront of Spanish 

Republican f ight against F a s c i s t s , i s a p o l i t i c a l novel in 

i t s l i t e r a r y trappings if the decadal counting of heads, 

Gensus/ i s p o l i t i c a l . The novel outv>eighs the polemical 

contents of the r^oli t ical and h i s t o r i c a l events of 1936 because 

of i t s i n t r i n s i c l i t e r a r y merit^ thereby^adding one more 

dimension to Orwell's philosophy of 'democratic Socialism*. 

E g a l i t a r i a n in te r -persona l r e l a t i o n s h i p is the fea ture , 

Orwell had b u i l t in to h i s p o l i t i c a l idea a f t e r i t s t r i a l 

t e s t s in the Catalonian war camps. The emergence of 

present day Spain with t i t u l a r monarchy^which abdicated 

i t s e l f in the post-Franco era^ . General Franc© himsdlf 

s t e e r i n g the present day Spain with a commendable Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) and a l i f e s t y l e of the people «hich 

commands unqu<»-lified respec t from other members of the 

European Community, i l l u s t r a t e s misconceived p>erceptions 

of Orwell about the Spain of 3 0 ' s . If Communism had 

won in 1936,both Mussolini and H i t l e r would have created 

another World War front in Spain. H i s t o r i c a l l y and 

p o l i t i c a l l y the Republican values have been paled in to 

o b l i v i o n : yet the cause of the f igh t , the l i t e r a r y mer i t s 
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of the traveloque and the crystal-spirited militia man 

surge above the roll of time. 

Orwell pawned his share of the Blair family silver 

to equip himself financially for the journey,as mentioned 

by Bernard Crick, and on getting blessed with a corduroy 
he 

jacket from Henry Miller,^left for Spain. The motivational 

impulses of the Parisian wanderings and his life with the 

miners had both cji empirical purpose and a spiritual 

objective. The spiritual compulsion of atoning for 

the Burmese complicity in class oppression was not the 

drive of the political journey to Spain, In his journey 

to Spain the secondary motive of writing a book was 

established; but the repxoblican motive of fighting 

Fascism certified the purity of his mission. Ctwell 

told John McNair (1987-1968) another devoted socialist 

that: "I have come to Spain to join the militia to fight 

against fascism" (quoted by Bernard Crick). 

Barcelona, 1992 olympiad, was a working class town 

then. Everyone addressed each other as comrade * TK<L 

ussZ- <-'|.the Second person familiar "thou" in place of the 

distancing and generic you was very much after Orwell's 

heart. In the POUM militia, as Orwell relates^ 

"There was no military rank in the ordinary sense; 

no t i t l e s , no badges, no heel - clicking and no 

saluting; everyone dmiiw the same pay, had the same 

. . . A 
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food, wore the same uniform and l ived in the same 

q u a r t e r s . The e s s e n t i a l point of the system was 

soc ia l equal i ty between o f f i c e r s and men. Everyone . . . 

mingled on terms of complete e q u a l i t y . . . of course 

there was no perfect equa l i t y , but t he r e was a nearer 

approach to i t than I had ever seen or than I would 

have thought conceivable in time of war". (Homage t o 

C a t a l o n i a ' : P: 26-27 and 69-70) . 

In a l e t t e r to h is l i f e - l ong f r iend Cyr i l Connolly,Orwell 

says : 

" I have seen wonderful th ings and a t l a s t r e a l l y 

bel ieve in socia l ism, which I never did before" . 

(quoted in A Life - Cr i ck : Penguin P:323). 

As Bernard Crick q u a l i f i e s y t h e soc ia l i sm in which Orwell 

be l i eved p r i o r to h is journey t o Spain was an i n t e l l e c t u a l 

matter and a moral compassion for peop le ' s su f fe r ing" . 

Orwell 's p o l i t i c a l b e l i e f s had always been undoc t r i na i r e . 

His concept of a j u s t soc i e ty was moral r a t he r than economic. 

In Catalonia he experienced i t for himself . The warm and 

human r e l a t i o n s h i p he got while shaking hands with unknown 

I t a l i a n m i l i t i a man i n s p i t e of the b a r r i e r of language 

had been inmortal ised in the p o r t r a i t of " c r y s t a l - s p i r i t e d " 

s o l d i e r . 

Spain gave Orwell the f i r s t ink l ing in to the mani

p u l a t i v e t a c t i c s of S t a l i n . Orwell was not a 'main-stream 

. . . A 
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l e f t* at the time of Spanish C iv i l War. The Moscov; 

t r i a l s v;ere known to well-meaning 'New Lefts* l i ke 

W.H, Auden, Stephen Spender and the Tro tskyis t Orwell. 

The Russian Terror v.'as i n i t i a l l y dismissed as an 

occasional abe r ra t ion . The be t r aya l of the revolu t ion , 

t o become the theme of "Animal Farm", v;as personal ly 

experienced in Spain. The S t a l i n i s t approach of keeping 

the hype of a perpe t u a l war in Order t o prevar ica te 

the revolut ion with Hamletian p roc r a s t i na t i on was the 

tac t ic^adopted by Russia in Spain. S t a l i n ' s h i s t o r i c 

compulsion was to checkmate German and I t a l i a n i n t e r 

vent ion in Spain without antagonising the B r i t i s h and the 

French - a pol icy he followed subsequently with 

consummate s k i l l f i r s t in the Russo-German secre t pact 

on August 23, 1939^and l a t e r by annull ing the same by 

Anglo-Russian pac t . The pigs and the humans changing s ides , 

t h e permanent war among Oceania, Eurss ia and East Asia 

only with pa r tne r s swapped, modelled on the p o l i t i c a l 

s logan , " there i s no permanent enemy but only permanent 

i n t e r e s t " , - an ea r ly 20th century s t r a t egy of Br i t a in -

were actual personages and events of Spanish Civ i l war. 

The Anarchis ts , the Trot^kyites and the r ep resen ta t ive 

mili t iaswith"inttivnn'l ite POUM, ILP, C.̂TT and UGT had 

been disarmed by the Spanish Communist p a r t y . The 

Communist approach of bui ld ing up the tempo and hype 
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till the revolution had been impregnated by dialectical 

forces v.'as experimented in Spain^though the fallacy of 

such an approach was established, earlier in the days 

of the Great Revolution. What immediately struck him 

in Barcelona was, in his o^m words, "above all ... 

a belief in the xlavolution and the future, a feeling 

of having suddenly emerged into an era of equality 

and freedom. Human beings were trying to behave as human 

beings and not as cogs in the capitalist machine." 

(Homage to Catalonia' P:35). As David Kubal comments , 

•*Orv/ell caught a glimpse of a society v/ithout tyranny 

and subterfuge. The idea of socialism, consequently 

lost the characteristic of e vague dream had. become 

an actuality". (Outside the I'ihale P: 118). This short

lived Golden Country of the revolution v/as smashed like 

the paperweight of "Nineteen Eighty-Four"^when the 

revolution was betrayed. This setback did not enervate 

Orwell the revolutionary; he was embittered but 

unbegrudging: the uncorrupted icon of the militia man 

remained with him throughout. 

The Spanish militias of 1936 foreshadowed Iranian 

Mujahaddin of the Eighties -'the oeople's army, rather 

the ormy of liberation.* The Mujahaddin move^^nt 

managed to survive the tnost ferocious reoression from 

...A 
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the I ran ian C le r i c s as i t s Spanish forerxinner d id in 

1936. Orwell , the Soanish m i l i t i a and the Mujaheddin 

v/ere Marxist i n t h e i r soc ia l thought . The Spanish 

m i l i t i a s degenerated in to p o l i t i c o - m i l i t a r y sec t s during 

the l a t t e r pa r t of the C i v i l war under pressure from 

the Communist> even though they had been ideo log ica l ly 

t r a i n e d otherv?ise, l ike Orwell. 

The Spanish C iv i l War was the thea t re of operation, 

between the s o c i a l i s t and a n t i - s o c i i i s t forces represented 

by the Republicans and Na t iona l i s t s , r e s p e c t i v e l y . The 

s o c i a l i s t and a n t i - C l e r i c a l tendencies of the Republican 

Government was the b a i t t o Franco, the General, in organizing the 
the army revo l t . 

^The apparent dividing l i n e of Socialism and Fascism of 

the C iv i l War was the a t t r a c t i o n t o Orwell t o get in to 

the bandwagon. Orwell d id not jo in the In te rna t iona l 
Brigade because he wanted to ]f)Qrticipate in the Spanish- struggle 

fascisia in order to 
agains t^form his own judgement. The Independent Labour 

par ty , whose membership, he took subsequently, helped him 

with the required acc red i t a t i ons for the Spanish journey. 

As the correspondent of the journal of Independent Labour 

Par ty , Orwell entered Spain. The hypo the t i ca l ly assumed 

b e n e f i t s of Orv;ell's jo in ing the POUM, as J . R . Hairmond 

ana lyse^ in "A George Orwell Companion", are worth 

examining^ 

"Had he joined the In te rna t iona l Brigade ins tead of 

the FOUM m i l i t i a . . . h i s experience of the war 

. . .A 
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would have been e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t . As i t v/as, h is 

involvement with the POUM and h i s witnessing of 

t h e i r subsequent persecut ion vvas to be one of the 

decis ive exi-eriences of h i s l i f e , a f fec t ing h is 

fundamental p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s and generating 

the apocalyptic v i s ion which led in time t o 'Animal 

Farm* and 'Nineteen Eighty-Four ' (P 131-132 -

Macmill an ) . 

Orwell found the Catalonians i nna t e ly decent . The conno

t a t i o n of 'decency* in Orwell, r e l a t e s simple, d i r ec t and 

honest responses in i n t e r -pe r sona l r e l a t i o n s h i p and the 

•peace tha t passeth unders tanding ' in man's s t imul i to 

soc ie ty and God. The unenforced communality of the 

revolut ionary Catalonia coupled with the con t ro l led 

'possess iveness ' of People and sharing of "common 

property resources" without being driven by the values 

of c a p i t a l i s t " en t i t l emen t s " , beep the "message of a r r iva l " 

to Orv/ell in h i s search for an idea l s o c i e t y . Nagged 

by the harrowing experiences of h is Own nat ive c l a s s -

pol lu ted socie ty , doubly pr icked by h i s physical 

involvefnent in the perpe tua t ion of the values of tha t 

soc ie ty in far off c l i m e . , even a f t e r performing 

the act Of exorcism both in Per is and Wigan, the yearning 

for the Society of h i s dream had been daemonically driving 

Orwell^ h i the r and t h i t h e r . On the eve of the revolut ion, 

the peasants and workers of Spain ushered in the popular 

Democracy of Rousseau; -then Governments were es tab l i shed 

. . .A 
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the 
in/-form of popular comnittees express ive of popular sovereignty. 

The personal and p o l i t i c a l l aye r s which e s t a b l i s h the 

nexus between the a r t i s t i c and the propagandis t ic elements 

of the work of a r t are c o n s i s t e n t l y s t ruc tu r ed in to the 

l a t e r wr i t ings of Orwell. At a personal l eve l 'Homage' i s 

r ec ip roca t ion of the noble sentiments to the Spanish people, 

who were a t t h e i r bes t in Catalonian province and 'Homage* 

i s a l so t o the experiinent of socia l i sm, the value he was 

f igh t ing for . The reverbera t ion of personal warmth in 
•The Homage t o Catalonia* 

the t i t l e of the b o o k ^ s evocat ive . Keith A l l d r i t t 
w r i t e s : -

"Orwell cJLebrates a moment of vivid personal feeling 

and this is the force of the word 'Homage' in the title 

of the book". ('The Making of George Orwell' P-92). 

The three-dimensional orientation of the work is also 

commented upon by him:-

"In 'Homage to Catalonia', Orwell has three main 

purposes: to write a polemic, to report the Spanish 

Civil war as he saw it and to write, ... the account 

of the succession of Personal friendships and the 

state of emotional exhilaration which he enjoyed in 

Spain and which marked a turning point in his life. 

All three intentions dovetail into one another and 

the third subsumes and directs others". (Ibid F: 85). 

...A 
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Orwell 's nostalgia for Barcelona (The book v/as wr i t t en 

a t Wallington, north of London, a f t e r a dis tancing period 

of t en months), in the Depression-ridden-Decadence (during 

the B r i t i s h Decadance the r i c h became r i c h e r ) , becomes 

a l l the more dear to s a t i s f y oersonal urges and to 
S o c i a l i s t i c 

vo.LCdate h i s p o l i t i c a l conv ic t i ons . He says , the^espect 

of Barcelona was something s t a r t l i n g and overwhelming. 

To quote Orwell, " i t was the f i r s t time t h a t I had ever 

been in a town where the working c l a s s was in the saddle . . . 

I recognized i t immadiately as a s t a t e ..of a f f a i r worth 

f igh t ing fo r" . To Orwell, a f t e r the Cent ra l European 

jourriey, the buzz concept of a ' c l a s s l e s s s o c i e t y ' 

t r a v e l l e d from the e thy rea l s tage t o something capable 

of r e a l i s a t i o n , ffe witnessed such a cormiunity in being. 

He was ca tapul ted i n t o the c l a s s l e s s m i l i t i a socie ty 

in which p o l i t i c a l consciousness and d i s - b e l i e f in 

cap i t a l i sm had been the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g marks. According 

to J .R . Hammond,such a s tage i s the b lue p r i n t of a soc i a l 

revo lu t ion in ac t ion . 

The Wilfred Owen War poet ry sentiments of 'Homage 

t o Catalonia* coupled with the romanticised idea of Spain 

and the ca,mraderie of the t renches toge ther con t r ibu t e t o the 

novelfeoutliving (?f ttietbpicality of the sub jec t . The i a s c i s t 

up r i s i ng was taken as an af f ront t o human decency. 

The p o l i t i c a l events of the l a t t e r par t of 1937, when 

h i s m i l i t i a was Outlawed and i t s members . hounded 

out and the l e t - o u t of v i l e p r a c t i c e s aga ins t the 
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Anarchist and the Soc i a l i s t by the loca l Communist 

Party made him t e r r i b l y upset . Like the i n s e c t , 

Cecidomyian ga l l midger t ha t develops wi thin the mother's 

body and eventually devours her, the former revo lu t ionar ies 

had betrayed t h e i r one-time a s s o c i a t e s , swallowtJthem . 

scapegoats were located'- t h i s evoked fee l ings of pain 

and disguest to Orwell-Cri t ics r e l a t e the war machination 

of "Nineteen Eighty-Four** as well as the r ep l i ca t i on of 

the war scenes of 'Homage* t o Orwell ' s primary contact 

wi th the Aragon f ront . Boxer-Clover-Benjamin t r iumvira te in 

•Animal Farm', to t h e i r chagrin and shock, understood 

b e l a t e d l y and when beyond the r epa ra t ion s tage tha t the 

i d e a l s and v is ion they had stood for v;hen the Old Major 

s t i r r e d them had been bet rayed: another thomatic thread from 

Soanish C iv i l War. 

The courage of Orwell, boirdering foolhardiness in 

h i s a t t i t u d e to George Kopps, the 'non-person* Commander 

of the out-lawed POIM and Orwell 's v i s i t t o the Police 

headquarters and the easy calm he had shown in h i s 

i n t e r - t r e n c h movements during the war command unqual i f ied 

respec t from h i s friends and foes a l i k e . Orwell . ' t h e 

v a l i a n t ' , did not die many a time during the war. The 

s ign i f i cance of 'Homage t o C a t a l o n i a ' in represent ing 

Orwel l ' s concern for h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h in the context of 

t o t a l i t a r i a n attempt to pervert the same i s commented 

upon by J .R, Hammond:-

. . . / -
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" . . . i t marks a c r u c i a l stage in Orwell 's p o l i t i c a l 

develop-nent: f i r s t , because i t marks the beginning 

of his concern for object ive h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h - a 

concern - which came increas ingly to dominate his 

l i f e ; and seemed,it records the t ransformation of 

h i s socialism from a t h e o r e t i c a l be l i e f t o a pos i t i ve 

f a i t h " . (Orwell Companian"p: 142). 

Hammond continues a t another place : -

"Unti l he ar r ived in Soain, h i s advocacy of social ism 

v;as en t i r e ly t h e o r e t i c a l , based upon a pass ionate 

concern for soc ia l j u s t i c e " (Ibid - P: 45) 

The concept of object ive t r u t h was kept" a t bay by_the followers 
of 

t o t a l i t a r i a n ideology. Orwell saw the operation of the s t ra t -

egy# when tiruth v;as d i s t o r t e d in the desc r ip t ions of 

' b a t t l e s t h a t - b e ' . In censored newspaper a r t i c l e s , l i e s 

and v i l i f i c a t i o n s had d i s t o r t e d the nar ra t ion of events 

and even the resemblance t o r e a l i t y was given a pass . 

Heros becoming spies overnight and persons becoming, 

'persona-non-gra ta ' and then non-person, of course, 

reminding one^of the exa l ted pos i t ion of Trotsky in 

Russian pantheon and f i n a l l y ge t t ing Murdered in Mor occo, 

was an h i s t o r i c a l r e a l i t y of Soanish C i v i l War. The 

treatment Of Snowball in 'Animal Perm* vjas to become 

a mature a l l egor i ca l c a r i c a tu r e taking the cue frcan 

Spanish exr^r ience . The i n s t i t u t i o n of 'Double-think' 

and the organization of Ministry of Love a lso might 

. . . A 
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have taken root in the war t h e a t r e of Spain. Goldstein 

and h i s testament in 'Nineteen -Eighty-Pour • are t r aced 

by Bernard Crick to Andes Nin^the s o c i a l i s t l eade r of 

I . L . P . 

In Catalonia, Orwell had the f i r s t d i r e c t and int imate 

experience of e g a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y . As David Ki±>al argues, 

*the masqurade of the accent-conscious ex-Etonian had been 

with Orwell t i l l h is emotional pilgriit»age t o Spain**. 

The shroud of c l a s s and the mantle of p r i v i l e g e s f e l l off, 

l i k e the mantle of B ib l i ca l E l i jha on the eve of r evo lu t ion . 

A f l e e t i ng glimpse of t h i s Garden of Eden innocence i s 

r e p l i c a t e d in 'Animal Farm', in the uncorrupted pas to ra l 

loca les immediately a f te r the dawn of revo lu t ion and j u s t 
J 

before the outreach of the tentacles of pigs to the vacuum 2̂ t 

by Jones. The Catalan comnunity, the microcosm of a class

less society, a crude forecast of what the opening stages 

of socialiisn might be like, brings out the Biblical 

Apostolic canmunities in which, love, fear of a personal 

God and communality prevailed \ 'possessiveness' and 

'entitlements' were kept out of reach. In the militia , 

everything was common Property only privately possessed 

for public good. The Spanish manner Of sparing the person 

of a lady and the bed in which she lied, inspite of her 

husband's association with an outlawed militia was another 

notable and attractive aspect - the state respecting the 

individuality of its citizens. Catalonia provided him 

with a practical experience of Socialism in action. 
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Orwell 's unequivocal approach to Fascism, whether of 

c a p i t a l i s t stream or of communist off-shoot^ and B r i t a i n ' s 

r o l e i n providing f e r t i l e condi t ions for i t s outgrowth 

i s given a th ick canvas i n 'Homage* Juxtaposing the doddering 

pos tu re of ^Great B r i t a i n in the p re - second world , 
war d a y s . Orwell argues t h a t , 
"So you wi l l have Fascism with Communists p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

i n i t . This i s v^at has happened in Spain , . . Fascism 

a f t e r a l l , i s only a development of cap i t a l i sm, and 

the mildest democracy, so c a l l e d , i s l i a b l e t o t u rn in to 

Fascism when the Pinch comes. We l ike t o th ink of England 

as a democratic country, but our ru l e in India, for 

i n s t ance , i s j u s t as bad as German Fascism . . . (The 

Engl ish Socialism, CEJIi. Vol : 3 P:125). Orwell ' s no-

nonsense approach to contemporary p o l i t i c a l i s sue s , 

stormtrooping foes and f r iends a l i ke on the way, though 

made him equally unwelcome i n e i t h e r camps, enl ivened 

h i s p o l i t i c a l i deas . B r i t a i n ' s ambivalence in the 

Spanish C i v i l war t l ike the r e p e t i t i o n of the same in the 

e a r l y phase of the World war, was t o the chagr in of 

Orwell* On the l ines of h i s grandmother 's soc i a l 

exc lus iveness in Buirma* <his own- 3 c lass -consc iousness and h i s 

c o u n t r y ' s d i l l y - d a l l y i n g with Fascism aire analysed with 

cons\3mmate c r i t i c a l acvimen i n the e s s a y ^ e n t i t l e d ,'The 

Ld-on and the ^n i co rn ' . 

Orwell *s Anarchist sympathi e s , p r i o r t o the 

c r y s t a l l i s a t i o n and sedimentat ion of 'democratic Socialism* 

. . . / -
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i n t o a viable p o l i t i c a l programme, cyetraceable t o h i s 

Spanish a s soc ia t ion . The grim r e . a l i t i e s of the Spanish 

war t h e a t r e , l ike the Lsft Wing slogan of ' •First win 

the war, then the revolu t ion" , the dissonance among the 

d i f f e r e n t contingents of the Le f t i s t m i l i t i a s , the 

in t imidatory t a c t i c s at home t u r f (in Br i t a in ) agains t 

the Republicans drove him t o the Anarchist camp. In 

'Homage t o Catalonia '^ he s a y s . ' h e would have l i ked 

t o jo in the Anarch i s t ' . The ferment of revolu t ionary 

ideas sweeping across the cont inent through the wr i t i ngs 

of Borkenau, Ignatio Silone and Arthur Roast l e r put him 

a l so in the p o l i t i c a l couldron. In her comparative 

ana lys i s of Orwell and Koest ler in the c r i t i c a l book^ 

•Chronicles of Conscience", J enn i C«lder says xntit, -the 

i n t e n s i t y and depth t h a t had got stamped on the wr i t ings 

of Silone and (Borkoneu) because of t he p a r t i c u l a r 

experience of European p o l i t i c s had been lacking in 

Orwell. To Oirwell, the Spanish Anarchis ts were " the 

main revolu t ionary force* . The B r i t i s h Anarchis t l i b e r 

t a r i a n s l i k e Herbert Read <5Cnd Vernon Richards got 

a ssoc ia ted with him during t h i s Per iod . 

David Kubal analyses Orwel l ' s value-added experience 

and "calm of mind and a l l pass ions spent** s tage a f t e r the 

t u rbu len t Phase of Spanish C i v i l War. According t o him:-

"At l a s t , he bel ieved n e i t h e r i n Utopia, nor in the 

u l t ima te a n n i h i l l a t l o n of man. If anything, he 
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-143-

leamed in Spain that i t i s not the question of 

ei ther/or* He acquired what Philip Rieff ca l l s the 

*post l ibera l imagination* which re jec ts naive 

optimism for the new temper of acceptance • . • Orwell 

accepted nei t l^r per fec tab i l i ty nor absolute 

corruption but believed tha t , despite the disintegration 

of c iv i l i sa t ion , there remained a v i t a l morality in 

the canmon man; further he fe l t that t h i s energy might 

be marshelled into a rsolit ical force which could defy 

total i tar ianism and effect an extension of freedom 

and happiness* ("Outside the Whale" PPi 24-25). 

Orwell's placement of the m i l i t i a members as the bulw rk 

against Franco's mech inations was a natural corollary 

to the prime-mover posit ion he accorded t o the miners. 

Orwell goes t o the offensive by s t a t ing , " th i s i s not t o 

ideal ize the working c lass ; yet the t ru th remains as in 

the long run . . . the working c lass remains the most 

r e l i ab le enemy of Fascism, simply because the working 

c lass stands to gain most by a decent reconstruction 

of socie ty . Unlike other classes or categories , i t 

cannot be permanently br ibed. ("Looking Back on Spanish 

Civ i l War" CELJ Vol. 2,P-298). The working-class-converted 

Proles of 'Nineteer Eighty-Pour* holds the beacon l i g h t . 

The l i t e r a ry success of 'Homage to Catalonia* i s 

in i t s aesthetic distance between the subject and the 
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f i r s t person narrator. As a contras t , Shavian 

"ventriloquism** was the dominant s tyle of the other 

two books of Orwell's Francis of Assisi pilgrimage y 'Down 

and Out' and 'Wigan Pier *. Like the role of 'chorus • in 

Greek tragedies, Orwell, the dramatic persona.e, 

orcha estrated the disillusionment and the spite of a l l 

contending parties in pulling the war in to different 

directions thereby s t a l l i n g the revolution. The directness 

and simplicity of the s tyle of the travelogue,which iiasalso 

e memoir vere to beccroe the trade-marks of Orwell's future 

s t y l e . In the essay 'The Prevention of Li tera ture ' , 

Orwell sayss "to write in plain, and vigorous language, 

one has to think fear less ly and if one thinks fearlessly 

one can not be po l i t i ca l ly orthodox". The po l i t i ca l issues 

of the Civil war and the inner Party feuds, though touched 

upon,had been kept at bay. Orwell's fearless thinking 

brought out the man and the s ty l e a l i k e . 

The "naive idealism" of the Spanish Civil wsr was 

the focus in Orwell's wr i t ing . Orwell believed thaty 

socialism would be real izable in the near future, taking 

the cue from the equali ty of the m i l i t i a s . The regimen

ta t ion of the native English society and hierarchical 

s t ructur ing of a regular army - the bane of human re la t ion

ship - were conspicuously absent in Spain. Material 

discomforts and shortages did not drive people to boot

l icking and backbiting. The pecul iar feeling of evi l 

of human origin was not the re . David Kubal untrammels the 
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p o l i t i c a l , apol i t ical and non-pol i t ical t i t - b i t s to Orwell's 

ideological baggage. According to him:-

"He <Orwell) was not, f ina l ly , defending an ideology 

but rather an emotion or experience which he had had 

with the mi l i t ia . . . he was not wrong about the 

r ea l i ty of his experience. His disillusionment was 

in the real isat ion that his concept of socialism was 

not corapatiable with the European pol i t ica l s i tua t ion . 

Spir i tual ly satisfying as i t might be, a cfeed based on 

such fundamental Tiuman values as jus t ice , decency 

and camaraderie was not suff ic ient to direct a 

po l i t i ca l movement or combat the rea lpol i t ik of 

Stal in, ' Hitler, Mussolini and Franco, who were 

only interested in sol idifying t h e i r positions of 

power; individual freedom^therefore, had to be 

dispensed with. Orwell's socialism could not 

survive in th i s s i tuat ion because i t was not 

po l i t i ca l enough**. ('Outside the Whale* PP 111-12). 

The revelation Orwell had in Burma*<v(the experiences he 

gained on the way from Paris t o Wigan got culminated in 
had 

the sp i r i tua l vision h»^acquired in Spain. Orwell's 

writings and l i f e resemble a one-man-army steam-rolling 

in the Propagation and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n of democratic 

Socialism codified from the previous, including the f inal , 

formative influences of his 11 fi«.Orwell had no powerful 
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passions t o get • lndellabl<e impressions mar)«ed upon him < 

since t hen . Orwell 's romantic f a i t h in the ordinary man, 

though divorced from the p o l i t i c a l rea l ism of the age 

and not sharpened according t o t he v i s i o n and the t a c t i c s 

of p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c i a n , ye t roo ted in the i r revocable 

pas t of Edwardian England i s one of the p i l l a r s of 

democratic Socialism. Orwell ' s search for a •voice* and 

s u i t a b l e 'genre* of l i t e r a r y exp res s ion , a s Lynette 

Hunter expla ins in "In Seairch of a Voice**, and the attempt 

t o get in to a l i t e r a r y provenance^as Alan Sandison expla ins , 

t akes the turn to a d i f f e r en t "genre* in the days ahead, 

According to Keith A l l d r i t t : -

"There i s a symmetry i n Oirwell*s c a r e e r . In the 

T h i r t i e s , through a determined involvement in 

experience he came t o achieve an e s s e n t i a l l y 

democratic view of hxjman and s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

of communication and of l e t t e r s ' * . The grea t culmination 

of t h i s e f fo r t i s t o be found i n Homage t o Cata lonia . 

(The Making of George Orwell P: 145) . 

At the end of the Thi r t i es^ Orwell came t o pay h i s homage 

t o Cata lonia and the c r y s t a l - s p i r i t e d man:* . a t the 

end of F o r t i e s - t o the defeated Winston# who l i k e t h e image-

encased paper weight got b u r s t before the Thought Po l i ce . 

In 'Homage t o Catalonia*, Orwell was a f t e r the t r u t h of 
the 

the matter - to fulfil^istorical mission of discrediting 
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the counterfeited coins concerning the Spanish Civil war 

then under circulat ion. The unvertoalised personal purpose 

of the book was to vindicate the reputation of friends 

and acquaitances l ike George Knpps, Andes Nin and fellow 

Anarchist** The polemical purpose, as Keith Al ld r i t t 

iden t i f i es , i s "to defend people who represent courage, 

humanness and decency against those who would slander 

and misrepresent them for p o l i t i c a l or personal advantage." 

The three sp i r i tua l autobiographies writ ten in the form of 

travelogues do not sound l ike ' sc ra tchy echos from the distant 

past 'because of the s inceri ty of Orwell's emotional ident i 

f icat ion with the victims/who were on the 'other side* of the 

fence. (In his essay 'A Hanging', Orwell says he could not 

enter into a j a i l without the feeling thathis role was 

on the other side of the fence i . e . with the cr iminals) . 

Orwell, would have given due appreciation to Peter Diuckerwho 

infuriates both Right and Left when he says, a welfare system 

crea tes more poverty than i t a l l ev ia t e s jus t l ike a j a i l 

creates more criminals, A pr i son ' s capacity t o generate 

hard core criminals has been the concern of a l l social 

reformers since the days of Wilberforce. Without being a 

social reformer Orwell contributes t o j a i l reforms including 

the contentions issue of guill toning. of convl*it%life when 

i t is in ful l t i d e . 

The h i s to r i ca l authentici ty of •Homage to Catalonia • 

i s discounted when h i s to r i ca l events l ike the pl ight of the 

'cur ios-de-ar te •, as brought out in a recent nxwtoer of •the 
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Economist,* i s jxixtaposed with the major events touched 

upon in 'Homage'. This lapse vouchsafes the c r i t i c a l 

opinion about Orwell 's non-conceirn for t h e ' o b j e c t s - d e - a r t e % 

a behavioural miscarr iage of h i s fellow countrymen^ as he 

s a y s , i n 'The English S o c i a l i s m ' . Prom the beginning of 

the war in 1936, Spain 's a r t i s t i c t r ea su re s f e l l vict im 

t o random vio lence . Chapels and Convents were favour i te 

t a r g e t s for arson by Republ icans. The Republican 

Government s e t up Committees for the safeguard of works 

of ar t . and h i s t o r i c a l monuments. At Pardo^the works 

of Harpen (painting) were kept i n c r a t e s . The t r e a s u r e s 

i d e n t i f i e d a t 1868 moved with the Repiablican government 

when i t r e t r e a t e d from Madrid t o Velencia then t o 

Barcelona and̂ » f i n a l l y t o P igue ras . Jose Maria Serb, a 

Cata lan pa in t e r who had managed not t o taking s i d e ^ w a s 

instrumental for the evacuat ion of t h e h i s t o r i c a l 

monviments to Prance. The Pigueras Agreement evacuated the 

t r ea su re s t o Prance as common proper ty of Spanish n a t i o n . 

Had Spain remained republ ican , who knows^how the s t o r y 

might have ended? 

Rela t ionship in the Spanish m i l i t i a was not motivated 

by sel f i n t e r e s t . One ind iv idua l was not a means for 

furtherence of the d e s i r e s of ano the r . Human r e l a t i o n s h i p 

bloomed vAien self i n t e r e s t had been re lega ted t o the back-

ground»Driven by a common cause the m i l i t i a men s a c r i f i c e d 

the ephemeral for durable and t h e i r todays for democracy's 

tomorrows. Orwell adopted the sense of s a c r i f i c e of t he 

m i l i t i a raen^which did not r e s u l t i n personal su f fe r ing , a s 

one of the e t h i c a l s t r ands of 'democratic Socialism.* 


