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Conclusion 

Any attempt to assess the achievement of A.K. Ramanujan is as difficult as to delve 

deep into the mine of gold. A poet with a live cultural past behind him, and having at 

the same time an awareness of his roots, Ramanujan shows immense potentiality. He 

possesses a vision "to look before and after" \ His poems take us in the past; infuse 

the past with the present and look forward to the future. Ramanujan is successful to 

bring a native tradition alive in his poetry. He does neither aim at a comparative study 

of the cultures of the east and the west, nor he talks in praise of modernism, nor gives 

a clarion call to return to his soil. Though conscious of the contemporary situation, his 

poetry is not a political protest. He does not feel an urge to reform the society. He has 

a keen sensibility, which helps him to see the entire universe in his private world. 

The Indo-Anglian poetry of pre-independence era is like "a wagon hitched to the 

engine of English poetry" (Gokak. 1970. 22.), emulating the British poetry in form 

and meter and at times themes and models. But with the dawn of independence the 

rapid political changes brought about a change in Indo-AngUan literary scene. The 

poets resort to modem technique to convey their vision of life, to describe the 

essential humanity and universality. They feel to be closely associated with the whole 

world. Ramanujan, being a harbinger of this new generation of poets, employs all the 

modernist techniques, writes about his private and personal experiences, describes 

landscape of his region, highlights the social issues and chooses the universal themes 

of general human interest. Though an expatriate he has carried his whole storehouse 

of Indian experience, relives it from time to time and brings into contact with the 

present experiences. He admits that, "I would like to put my entire world into my 

work"^ 
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A-sense of alienation, a search for identity, a social consciousness and an interest in 

his own personal emotion characterize the poetry of Ramanujan. He possesses a 

distinct individual voice and is loyal to both cultures—the Indian and the human. His 

poetry deals in concrete term with concrete experience and explores subtle meanings 

in the ordinary and common place. An introspective study of the self gives his poetry 

a new direction and a kind of authenticity. The medium, he uses in writing, 

estabhshes his kingship with the English poets, but at the same time he is not 

oblivious of his spiritual and cultural relationship with the great masters of Indian 

literature. He has brought innovations not only in text but also in the form of his 

poetry. He revises his poems repeatedly until he achieves perfection. His "ferocious 

images, boiling feverishly under quiet cadences" (Daruwalla. 1980. 168.) lend charms 

and beauty to his poetry. His poetry may be called both reflective and introspective— 

reflective because he reflects on the world around him and registers his reactions to it. 

It is introspective as he turns towards the internal world of memories and relations to 

define his identity. 

It is a pity, a poet of profile has left us so soon. Though his untimely death has 

taken him away from this earth, yet he will live on forever in the pages of poetry for 

his immortal verses. In the world of his poetry he is all secure. No death can dislodge 

him, and "his fate and fame shall be / An echo and a light to eternity!"^ 
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