
CHAPTER 2 THE BIRTH OF APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE 

The Nomenclature 

The Apocalyptic Literature is a nomenclature given to a particular type of literary genre that flourished 

from about 200 BC to about 200 AD, especially in Judaism and Christianity. The genre gets its name 

from the title of the last book of the Bible, the Apocalypse, also known as the Revelation. The word 

apocalypse' is derived from the Greek 'apokalupsis' which is composed of two words, apo' meaning off 

and "kalupto' meaning 'to cover'. It can be rendered in English as 'revelation' or 'disclosure' or 

'unveiling'; the verb form, 'apokaluptein' means 'to reveal' or 'to disclose' or 'to unveil'. Thus, the name 

"apocalyptic literature' indicates a narrative literature of revelatory character. 

The Nature of Apocalyptic Literature 

Many hold that the apocalyptic literature pertains to predictions of the end of time. According to them, it 

consists of'the disclosure of future events by means ofa lengthy and detailed dream or vision report'in 

'highly symbolic and often bizarre images, which in turn are explained and interpreted' and generally 

reflect the author's historical view of his own era as a time when the powers of evil are gathering to make 

their final struggle against God, after which a new age will be established.'' This may be due to the feet 

that apocalyptic' is viewed as eschatology'. The latter term coined from two Greek words, eschatos' 

meaning last' and logia' meaning study' or 'knowledge', refers to 'the last things' in Christian 

theology: death, judgement, heaven, and hell. But the domain of apocalyptic literature cannot be 

limited just to eschatological matters. It is true that eschatological matter is apocalyptic but not all 

apocalyptic material is eschatological in nature. A study of the contents of the various apocalyptic works 

unearths a wealth of subject matter other than eschatological. In the Similtudes of 1 Enoch (chs 37-71), 

we find a fescination with astronomy and cosmos. In the Book of the Luminaries, sometimes called 

Astronomical Treatise'(chs 72-82), the main concern is the calendar. It advocates a solar calendar, and 
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links human morality and proper calendar observance with the balance of the natural order. 2 Enoch is 

preoccupied with cosmogony. Enoch ascends to heaven in angelic form where the secrets of creation are 

revealed to him. Enoch, then, makes them known to his children and gives his own moral teaching. 

This is followed by a review of history before the flood. 2 Baruch grapples with theological issues 

arising out of the destruction of the Temple. 3 Baruch is a revelation of the imiverse and its mechanics as 

well as the role of the archangel Michael. Thus, we see that the frontiers of apocalyptic literature are far 

wider and include cosmology, theodicy, and angelology in addition to eschatology. J.G. Collins defines 

the apocalyptic as a genre of revelatory literature with a narrative framework, in which a revelation is 

mediated by an otherworldly being to a human recipient, disclosing a transcendent reality, which is both 

temporal, insofar as it envisages eschatological salvation, and spatial insofer as it involves another, 

supematurd world.'̂  This definition needs some modification. Most, but not all, apocalypses have the 

narrative framework, the book of the Apocalypse, which has an epistolary form, being the most notable 

example. Further, as Gottwald points out, some apocalyptic works have only temporal revelations and 

others have only spatial revelations, while yet others have both.̂  Also, there are some works which 

contain material which is not strictly apocalyptic, such as Daniel and 2 Enoch. 

The apocalyptic literature is of a revelatory character. The revelation is a mediated revelation. It is 

mediated in that the visionary does not receive it directly from the deity, as an oracle, but through some 

other heavenly being such as an angel or risen Christ. The mediation may have a variety of forms: 

epiphany, vision, audition, otherworldly journey, and access to a heavenly book or scroll. The content of 

revelation concerns secrets of the cosmos and the secrets of the fiiture. The cosmic secrets involve the 

nature and working of the stars, the sun, the moon, the planets, winds, and rains, including the fixing of 

the calendar and the causes of the weather. The names, organisations and activities of angelic beings, 

and the places of reward for the righteous and of punishment to the wicked assume great importance. The 

secrets of future involve political and historical events as well as the ultimate destiny of the elect, the 

24 



himianity, heaven and earth. The function of the revelation seems to be to console the particular 

community in distress during a time of crisis, like persecution. The ideological or propagandistic factor 

is not of less importance. Secrets are revealed in order to present a particular interpretation of the 

times and events so that the audience may seriously reflect on their feith vis-a-vis the contemporary 

events and live in a particular manner. As such it differs from the narratives incorporating the 

supernatural or the grotesque in many authors. The only masterly imitation, perhaps, is The Divine 

Comedy of Dante. 

Thus, we may define the apocalyptic as a genre of literature characterised by a revelation pertaining to end-

times and/or the supernatural realm and/or general secrets, granted to a human being by an otherworldly 

mediator. 

The Rationale Behind the Emergence of Apocalyptic Literature 

To have a grasp of the circumstances in which such a unique type of literature originated and 

developed, we need to understand the religious ideology and the political outlook of the Jews. The Jews 

prided themselves as the 'Chosen Race', the'People of God'. They were the offspring of Abraham to 

whom God had promised that He would give him many descendants and make of him a great nation; the 

promise was reiterated to Isaac and Jacob (Gen 12:2; 15:5; 17:4-5; 18:18; 22:17; 28:14; 32:12; 35:11; 

46:3). For them, the promise translated into concrete terms imphed that they would be a mighty power 

in the real geo-political sense, occupying the centrestage in the comity of nations. This necessarily meant 

that all their enemies would be destroyed and they would rule the nations. Some day they would reach this 

preeminence and glory which was theirs by right, by virtue of their special privileged status. But the reality 

belied their hope. It is true that David established the Kingdom of Israel which reached its zenith xmder 

Solomon. Yet it did not make the Israelites a preeminent nation, a super-power. However, they must 

have seen this as the beginning of their ascendancy to that position. 
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But catastrophe struck in 931 BC. After the death of Solomon, the kingdom, small enough to begin with, 

split into two: Israel and Judah, under Rehoboam and Jeroboam, Samaria and Jerusalem as their 

capitals. The kingdom of Israel was razed to the ground by the mighty Assyrians in 721 BC, never to 

appear again. The kingdom of Judah, on which now the hope centered, did not last long either. It was 

reduced to slavery by the Babylonians in 587 BC. It was the most tragic chapter in the history of Israel. 

It struck at the very core of the feith and the life of the Israelites. The Babylonian army did the imthinkable. 

It destroyed the'indestructible': the Jerusalem Temple, the inheritance of the Promised Land and the 

supposed permanence of the Davidic dynasty. Henceforth, the 'Israelite' was to be called the Jew*. Judah 

was never to regain its sovereignty. It was later to be a subject state of the Persians (539-333 BC), the 

Greeks (333-63 BC), and the Romans (63 BC onwards). 

Thus, history for the Jews was a catalogue of disasters. Yet, they were keenly awareof their status as the 

chosen race destined to rule the nations, and they believed stubbornly that it would be so. But this beUef 

had to adjust itself to the historical reality. The prophecy was dead (1 Mac 4:46; 9:27; 14:41); tiie last 

prophecy we hear is that of Malachi (c 460 BC). This was probably because prophecy was no longer 

relevant in the existing circumstances. The prophet was replaced by the apocalyptic visionary. The 

prophetic promises of glorious restoration of Israel remained largely unfulfilled. As Bauckham 

points out, hi the extended period of contradiction between God's promises and the reality of Israel's 

historical experience, the apocalyptists sought to assure the faithful that God had not abandoned his 

people, that the promised salvation was coming. To this end they stressed the divine sovereignty over 

history: God has predetermined the whole course of world history and the End will come at the time he 

has appointed.*^ 

So, they worked out a scheme of history based on a dualistic concept of time: the present age' and the 

age to come'. The former was replete with evil, injustice, lawlessness, immorality, and godlessness. 
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Consequently, it was beyond redemption; there was no way it could be reformed; the only destiny, 

therefore, awaiting it was total destruction. So, the Jews anticipated a complete obliteration of the things 

in their present form. In the latter goodness, righteousness, peace, and prosperity would abound. This 

was supposed to be the golden age in which God would vindicate His people, vanquish their enemies and 

set them over them. The Jews were well aware that such a transformation was beyond human 

capabilities; no historical force could meet the contemporary world power, which had reduced them to a 

nonentity, on equal terms. Therefore, they began to dream of an event that was transhistorical: a direct 

divine intervention in human history. This definitive involvement of God in human affairs would come 

about on 'The Day of the Lord'. It would be a time of terror, destruction, and judgment; a time which 

would witness the shattering out of existence of all things, the total collapse of the existing order, and the 

tempestuous inauguration of the age to come'. The expression of these dreams was beyond the 

parameters of the existing literary genres, ahen to any tread path. The apocalyptic literary genre, thus, 

originated and developed among a people who no longer had the power of self-determination, a people 

reduced to slavery by the conquering powers, a people who were the victims of history rather than its 

agents, to give expression to their dreams of vindication, a vehicle for pouring forth their desires and 

aspirations. Thus, we see that the pivot of apocalyptic behef is a transcendent eschatology whereby 

the future is envisaged in terms of direct divine intervention - a universal judgment of the nations and a 

new age of salvation, in which the universe will be radically transformed.^ 

It is a literature of the oppressed who looked beyond history to the intervention of God who would set 

right the injustices done to his people. God will vindicate his people and accomplish his promises, and 

thus bring to consummation his purpose and plan for all mankind. This literature is thus a great affirmation 

of feith in the overruling purpose of God which could not and would not be frustrated by the devices of 

evil men, however powerful they may be. The people are called upon not to compromise with their 

oppressors as the time appointed by God for his intervention is close at hand, and this will end in 
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victory.'*' CcMisequently, the method of ^)ocalypse is to project the present world as totally evil with no 

hope for improvement and that history will end with a cosmic catastrophe at which time the 

£q)parently victorious wicked will be punished and the persecuted righteous restored to glory^ and to 

outline by striking symbolic imagery those things which are to be perceived as dangers and be beware of, 

and the ways in which divine intervention was to be expected.̂  

The mid second century BC saw the fuist great flowering of the apocalyptic literature in the Jewish crisis of 

faith under the Hellenistic onslaught of Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 BC) when the apocalyptic was 

the literary vehicle of the Hasidic movement, which stood for national repentance, uncompromising 

opposition to Hellenisation, and eschatological feith in God's imminent intervention on behalf of His 

pec^Ie.^ The four apocalypses in the Book of Daniel (chs 7-12) composed between 168 and 164 BC 

make it the first masterpiece of the apocalyptic literary genre,'" whose style was imitated in a succession 

of works. As Daniel-Rops writes 'Apocalyptic works abounded everywhere at this time, expressing 

themselves in a strange kind of poetry, packed with semi-sublime, semi- nonsensical dissertations in 

which the heart-stirring dream of an anguished nation mingled with intellectual speculations which were 

entirely divorced from the disciplining boimdaries of scientific knowledge.'" They include 1 Enoch, 

Sibylline Oracles, the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, the Apocalypse of Zephaniah, the Fourth Book 

of Ezra, the Apocalypse of Baruch, and the Book of Jubilees. The last great Jewish apocalypses, as 

Bauckham notes, come from the period between the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD ending the first revolt 

(AD 66-70) and the feilure of the second revolt (AD 132- 135) led by Bar Cochba (Simon ben Kosibah).'̂  

Common Features of Apocalyptic Literature 

Apocalyptic writings portray the present crisis, whether it be the persecution of Antiochus or the fell 

of Jerusalem, against a background of world history, the present struggle between the kingdom of light and 

the kingdom of darkness, the powers of evil arrayed against the righteous, and the defeat and destruction 
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of tiie immediate enemy as the actual final victory of God over the evil powers. 

All apocalyptic works delineate the tumultuous events, the events associated with the sudden 

breakthrough of the age to come. It highlights the sinful state of the present age, the terrors of the 

transitory stage, and the blessings of the age to come. It is dominated by dreams and visions of the end. 

Hence, the apocalyptic literature is necessarily cryptic; it makes copious use of symbols and pictures, 

allusions and analogies. This is inevitably so because it tries to present in human terms things that no 

eye has ever seen and no ear has ever heard'. It attempts to describe the indescribable, to express the 

inexpressible, to paint the unpaintable, and to articulate the inarticulatable. It deals with events which no 

human being knows anything about, and expresses things which are beyond human experience or 

speech. Naturally, the symbols and images turn out to be obscure and, often, grotesque. 

The apocalyptic works sought to communicate a disclosure of a transcendent perspective of this world. 

This was usually accomplished by a detailed account of the seer being taken in vision on a heavenly 

journey to learn the sojrets of the divine purpose. Such is the case in 1 Enoch (chs 14-16, 46,60,71); 

2 Enoch (ch 20); the Apocalypse of Abraham (chs 9-18) as well as the book of the Apocalypse (ch 4 where 

John is told, 'Come up hither,' through the open door in heaven). 

The use of code language fiirther complicates the issue. Hie apocalyptic literature is the expression of the 

indomitable spirit and the undying hope of a persecuted community. It is, therefore, only natural that 

the intensity of the literary output was directly proportionate to the intensity of the persecution. The 

more tyrannical and oppressive the alien power was, the more intense their dream of the destruction of 

that power and the manner of their own vindication became. But it would have further worsened the 

situation if the literature containing such dreams fell in the hands of the oppressing power and they 

understood it. It would have been considered rebellious and revolutionary activity, and all those 
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associated with it dealt with as traitors. So, the apocalyptists often used code language; they 

deliberately couched their references to persons and events in cryptic language making them unintelligible 

to outsiders. 

Apocalyptic literature, by and large, is pseudonymous, i.e., bears false names of authorship. The various 

works are attributed to ancient personages such as Moses, Abraham, Ezra, Baruch, Enoch, the twelve 

Patriarchs, etc. This was not a fraudulent device intended to deceive the reader. On Ihe other hand, this 

device helped the writers, as Daley has pointed out, to identify with the central figures of Judaism" and 

act as interpreters of the prophecies of old, assuming the authority of the revered figure. This inevitably 

resulted in writing fi-om a viewpoint in the past and 'predicting' the history which had already taken 

place. Also, as Beasley-Murray says, the apocalyptists' copious use of existing materials, continual 

feeding on OT sources, both prophetic and apocalyptic, serving as vehicles for their message, may have 

necessitated this practice.''* 

The Jewish apocalyptic presents a divine Messianic figure of power and glory who would descend from 

heaven into the world to conquer the evil powers; he existed in heaven before the creation of the world, 

before the sun and the stars were made; he was preserved in the presence of the Almighty (1 Enoch 

48:3,6; 62:7; 4 Ezra 13:25f). 

At that hour, that Son of Man was given a name, in the presence of the Lord of the Spirits, the Before 

Time; even before the creation of the sun and the moon, before the creation of the stars, he was given 

a name, in the presence of the Lord of the Spirits (1 Enoch 48:3). 

The apocalyptic does not present a human or gentle Messianic figure. On the contrary, he is a divine figure 

of avenging power and glory before whom the earth trembles. He would come to put down the mighty 

from their seats, to dethrone the kings of the earth, and to destroy the siimers and to restore the righteous 

(1 Enoch 45:2-6; 48:2-9; 62:3-13; 69:26-29). 
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On the day of judgment, all the kings, the governors, the high officials, and the landlords shall see 

and recognise him... Then pain shall come upon them as a woman in travail with birth pangs... One 

half portion of them shall glance at the other half; they shall be terrified and dejected; and pain shall 

seize them when they see that Son of Man sitting on the throne of his glory... The congregation of the 

holy ones shall be planted, and aU the elect ones shall stand before him. On that day, all the kings, 

the governors, the high officials, and those who rule the earth shall fall down before him on their 

feces, and worship and raise their hopes in that Son of Man; they shall beg and plead for mercy at his 

feet. But the Lord of the Spirits himself will cause them to be fi^antic, so that they shall rush and depart 

from his presence. Their faces shall be filled with shame, and their countenances shall be crowned with 

darkness. So he will deliver them to the angels for pimishment in order that vengeance shall be 

executed on them... It shall become quite a scene for my righteous and elect ones. They shall rejoice 

over (the kings, the governors, the high officials, and the landlords) because the wrath of the 

Lord of the Spirits shall rest upon them and his sword (shall exact) from them a sacrifice. The 

38 righteous and elect ones shall be saved on that day, and from thenceforth they shall never see 

the faces of the siimers and the oppressors (1 Enoch 62:3-13). 

The coming of the Messiah was to be preceded by Elijah who was to stand on the hills of Israel and 

announce the coming of the Messiah with a voice so loud that it would be heard from one end of the earth 

to the other. 

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes..." 

(Mai 4:5). 

The last terrible times preceding the Messianic age were known as the travails of the Messiah', they were 

described as birth-pangs' (Mt 24:8; Mk 13:8). 

For nations will rise against nations, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in 
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various places, there will be famines; this is but the beginning of the birth-pangs (Mk 13:8). 

The last days will be a time of terror. During those days even the mighty will weep bitterly, 

The great day of the Lord is near, 

near and hastening fest; 

the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 

the mighty man cries aloud there. 

A day of wrath is that day, 

a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 

a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

and against the lofty battlements (Zeph 1:14-16); 

the inhabitants of the land will tremble, 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near (Joel 2:1); 

men will be frightened and will seek some place to hide but will find none, 

In those days, when hehurlsoutagainstyouterror of fire, where will you flee and where shall you 

find safety? When he flings his word against you, will you not feint and fear? All the luminaries 

shall feint and tremble and panic... The children of the earth will seek to hide themselves from the 

presence of the Grreat Glory, trembling and confounded (1 Enoch 102:1-3). 

It will be a time of cosmic upheavals when the universe will be disintegrated: the stars will be 

extinguished; the sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood (Is 13:10; Joel 2:30-31; 3:15), 
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"And I will give portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smdce. The 

sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord 

comes (Joel 2:30-31); 

the firmament will crash in ruins; there will be a cataract of raging fire, and creation will become a molten 

mass, 

... then all the elements of the universe 

will be bereft, when God who dwells in the sky 

rolls up the heaven as a scroll is rolled, 

and the whole variegated vault of heaven falls 

on the wondrous earth and ocean. An imdying cataract 

of raging fire will flow, and bum earth, bum sea, 

and melt the heavenly vault and days and creation itself 

into one and separate them into clear air (Sib Or 3:80-87); 

the seasons will lose their order, and there will be neither night nor dawn, 

There will no longer be twinkling spheres of luminaries, 

no night, no dawn, no numerous days of care, 

no spring, no summer, no winter, no autumn (Sib Or 3:88-90). 

It will be a time when the stmcture of human relationships will be destroyed, the very fabric of familial 

affinity will be disrapted: hatred, enmity, and dissension will mle the earth, 

And on that day a great panic from the Lord shall fell on them, so that each will lay hold on the hand of 

his fellow, and the hand of the one will be raised against the hand of the other (Zech 14:13); 

brothers will kill each other; parents will murder their own children; from dawn to dusk they shall slay 

one another, 

In those days, the father will be beaten together with the sons, in one place; and brothers shall fell 
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together with their friends, in death, until a stream shall flow with their blood. For a man shall not be 

able to withhold his hands fi'om his sons nor from sons' sons in order to kill them. Nor is it possible 

for the sinners to withhold his hands fi-om his honoured brother. From dawn until the sun sets, they 

shall slay each other (1 Enoch 100:1-2). 

There will be scant regard for human values: wise men will be rare to find; honour will be timied into 

shame, strength into humiliation, beauty into ugliness; men will become violent and give in to every kind 

of passion, 

For in that time there will not be found many wise men and there will also be not many intelligent 

ones, but in addition, they who know will be silent more and more. And there will be many tidings 

and not a few rumours, and the works of the phantoms will be visible, and not a few promises will 

be told, some idle and others aflBrmed. And honour vwU change itself into shame, and strength will be 

humiliated to contempt, and the strong one will be broken down, and beauty will become 

contemptible... And when one thinks about these things, jealousy v«ll arise in those who did not think 

much of themselves; and passion will take hold of those who were peacefiil; and many will be 

agitated by wrath to injure many; and they will raise armies to shed blood; and they will perish 

with those at the end (2 Bar 48:33-37). 

...The wise will be silent, and the foolish will speak... (2 Baruch 70: 2-6) 

...then shall reason hide itself, and wisdom shall withdraw into its chamber, and it shall be sought by 

many but shall not be found, and unrighteousness and unrestraint shall increase on earth 

(4 Ezra 5:10). 

It will be a time of judgment. God will come like a refiner's fire and none can face that day, 

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

"For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
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will purify the sons of Levi and refine them... (Mai 3:2-3); 

by fire and sword God will deal with men: 

"For behold, the Lord will come in fire, 

and his chariots like the storm-wind 

to render his anger in fury, 

and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

For by fire will the Lord execute judgment, 

and by his sword, upon all flesh; 

and those slain by the Lord shall be many (Is 66:15-16). 

The Son of Man will destroy sinners from the face of the earth, 

The Lord of the Spirits has sat down on the throne of his glory, and the spirit of righteousness has 

been poured out upon him. The word of his mouth will do the sinners in; and all the oppressors shall 

be eliminated from before his face (1 Enoch 62:2); 

But those who have led the world astray shall be bound in chains; and their ruinous congregation 

shall be imprisoned; all their deeds shall vanish from before the face of the earth (1 Enoch 69:28); 

they will be burned up as Sodom and Gomorrah, 

And on the day of turmoil and execration and indignation and wrath, with devouring burning fire just 

as he burned Sodom so too he will bum up his land and his city and everything which will be his 

(Jubilees 36:10); 

and the smell of brimstone will fill the earth, 

For it will come, when the smell of brimstone spreads 

among all men (Sib Or 3:60). 

In those days, the Jews who had been scattered and exiled throughout the four comers of the world will 
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be gathered in the Holy city again: they will come back fi-om Assyria and from Egypt and worship the Lord 

on His holy mountain: 

In that day from the river Euphrates to the Brook of Egypt the Lord will thresh out the grain, and 

you will be gathered one by one, O people of Israel. And in that day a great trumpet will be blown, 

and those who were lost in the land of Assyria and those who were driven out to the land of Egypt 

will come and worship the Lord on the holy mountain at Jerusalem (Is 27:12-13); 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height 

and look toward the east, 

and see your children gathered from west and east, 

at the word of the Holy One, 

rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

For they went forth from you on foot, 

led away by their enemies; 

but God will bring them back to you, 

carried in glory, as on a royal throne (Bar 5:5-6); 

Stand on a high place, Jerusalem, and look at your children, 

from the east and the west assembled together by the Lord. 

From the north they come in the joy of their God; 

from the distant islands God has assembled them (Pss Sol 11:2-3). 

Nature will rejoice at this turn of events: the hills will be removed, the valleys will be filled in, and the 

trees will gather to provide shade for them as they come back, 

For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hill be made low 

and the valley filled up, to make level ground, 
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so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 

The woods and every fragrant tree 

have shaded Israel at God's command (Bar 5:7-8). 

He flattened high mountains into level ground for them; 

the hills fled at their coming. 

The forests shaded them as they passed by; 

God made every fragrant tree to grow for them (Pss Sol 11:4-5). 

The Gentiles are not mute spectators to these events, they are very much a part of the whole scheme of 

things. But their participation is variously mentioned as being completely destroyed: Babylon will become 

a desolation, 

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 

the splendour and pride of the Chaldeans, 

will be like Sodom and Gomorrah 

when God overthrew them. 

It will never be inhabited 

or dwelt in for all generations; 

no Arab will pitch his tent there, 

no shepherds will make their flocks He down there. 

But wild beasts will lie down there, 

and its houses will be full of howling creatures; 

there ostriches will dwell, 

and there satyrs will dance. 

Hyenas will cry in its towers, 
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and jackals in the pleasant palaces; 

its time is close at hand 

and its days will not be prolonged (Is 13:19-22); 

God will tread down the Gentiles in His anger, 

"... I trod them in my anger 

and trampled them in my wrath; 

their lifeblood is sprinkled upon my garments, 

and I have stained all my raiment... 

I trod down the peoples in my anger, 

I made them drunk in my wrath, 

and poured out their lifeblood on earth." (Is 63:3,6); 

or as gathered in a last batde against Jerusalem and being totally routed (Ez 38:14-39:16; Zech 14:1-5; Sib 

Or 3:660-697): 

"Therefore, sonof man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord God: On that day when my 

people Israel are dwelling in security, you will bestir yourself and come fi-om your place out of the 

uttermost parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great 

host, a mighty army; you will come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land... 

"But on that day, when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, says the Lord God, my wrath will be 

roused... I will svumnon every kind of terror against Gog, says the Lord God; every man's sword will 

be against his brother. With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him; and I will 

rain upon him and his hordes and the many peoples that are with him, torrential rains and hailstones, fire 

and brimstone. 

"...theni will strike your bow fi-om your left hand, and will make your arrows dropout of your right 

hand. You shall fell upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your hordes and the peoples that are with 

you; I will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the wild beasts to be devoured. You shall fall 
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in the open field... 

"On that day I will give to Gog a place of burial in Israel, the Valley of the Travellers east of the sea; it 

will block the travellers, for there Gog and all his multitude will be buried; it will be called the 

Valley of Hamon-gog. For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, in order to 

cleanse the land... (Ez 38:14-39:16); 

or as getting converted through the light of Israel (Is 45:20-22; 49:6; lEnoch 48:4-5; Pss Sol 17:34), 

I will give you as a light to the nations, 

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth (Is 49:6); 

He will become a staff for the righteous ones in order that they may lean on him and not fall. He is 

the light of the Gentiles and he will become the hope of those who are sick in their hearts. All those 

who dwell upon the earth shall fall and worship before him; they shall glorify, bless, and sing the 

name of the Lord of the Spirits (1 Enoch 48:4-5). 

The city of Jerusalem preserved in heaven in all her glory, beauty and splendour will descend from 

heaven in the last days (4 Ezra 10:44-59; 2 Bar 4:2-6): 

Or do you think this is the city of which I said: On the palms of my hands I have carved you? It is 

not this building that is in your midst now; it is that which will be revealed, with me, that was 

already prepared from the moment that I decided to create Paradise. And I showed it to Adam 

before he sinned. But when he transgressed the commandment, it was taken away from him - as 

also Paradise. After these things I showed it to my servant Abraham in the night between the 

portions of the victims. And again I showed it also to Moses on Mount Sinai when I showed 

him the likeness of the tabernacle and all its vessels (2 Bar 4:2-5); 

the new Jerusalem will be unparalleled in her dazzling beauty with foundation of sapphires, windows 

of agate, gates of carbuncles, borders of pleasant stones, 

"O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and not comforted, 
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behold, I will set your stones in antimony, 

and lay your foundations with sapphires. 

I will make your pinnacles of agate, 

your gates of carbuncles, 

and all your wall of precious stones (Is 54:12); 

For Jerusalem will be buik with sapphires and emeralds, 

her walls with precious stones, 

and her towers and battlements with pure gold. 

The streets of Jerusalem will be paved with beryl and ruby and stones ofOphir (Tob 13:16-17); 

the latter house, i.e., the new Jerusalem, will be more glorious than the former, 

For thus says theLordof hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth 

and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, so tiiat the treasures of all nations shall come 

in, and I will fill this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is 

mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendour of this house shall be greater than the former, says 

the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts (Hag 2:6-9). 

In the last days the dead will be raised, 

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 

shame and everlasting contempt (Dan 12:2); 

In those days Sheol will return all the deposits which she had received and hell will give back all that 

which it owes. And he shall choose the righteous and the holy ones from among them, for the day 

when they shall be selected and saved has arrived (1 Enoch 51:1-2). 

The Messiah will rule the earth with his saints. The most usual view of the duration of the Messianic 

kingdom was that it would last for ever, 
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And the kingdom and the dominion 

and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 

shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; 

their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, 

and all dominions shall serve and obey them (Dan 7:27); 

but some believed it to last 400 years; it was computed by comparing Genesis 15:13 and Psahn 90:15. 

The Apocalypse mentions a reign of a thousand years at the end of which a final battle will take place in 

which Satan will be vanquished and the new age will be inaugurated. 

The apocalyptic literature also describes various blessings of the new age. The Jews earnestly believed 

that the unification of the divided kingdom will take place in the last time. The prophets declared that the 

house of Judah would walkagain with the house of Israel (Jer 3:18; Is 11:13; Hos 1:11). 

In those days the house of Judah shall join the house of Israel, and t(^ether they shall come from the 

land of the north to the land that I gave your fathers for a heritage (Jer 3:18). 

The land would be extremely fertile (Is 51:3; 35:1; 2 Bar 29:5-8; Sib Or 3: 744-750); it would bring fordi in 

abundance. It would become like the garden of Eden, 

For the Lord will comfort Zion; 

he will comfort all her waste places, 

and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

thanksgiving and the voice of song (Is 51:3); 

the desert would rejoice and blossom like a rose 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
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the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing (Is 35:1). 

Baruch stretches the expectation to its very limit: the earth will yield ten thousandfold; on each vine there 

will be a thousand branches, on each branch a thousand clusters; in each cluster a thousand grapes; and 

each grape will give a cor (12 gallons) of wine (2 Bar 29:5-8). 

The coming age will bring an end to weariness, sorrow, pain, and moaning. The people will have plenty 

and languish no more, 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall be like a watered garden, 

and they shall languish no more (Jer 31:12); 

they will enjoy everlasting joy, 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away (Is 35:10). 

People will be blessed with long life, no one will die an untimely death, they will enjoy the fruit of their 

toil, 

No more shall there be in it 
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an infant that lives but a few days, 

or an old man who does not fill out his days, 

for the child shall die a hundred years old, 

and the sirmer a hundred years old shall be accursed. 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fhiit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; 

they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands (Is 65:20-22); 

death will be swallowed up in victory and God will wipe all tears fi"om their faces, 

He will swallow up death for ever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears fi"om all feces, and the 

reproach of his people he will take away firom all the earth; for the Lord has spoken (Is 25:8); 

disease will withdraw; anxiety, anguish and lamentation will pass away; childbirth will have no pain; 

the reaper will not grow weary and the builder will not be toilwom, 

.. then joy will be revealed and rest will appear. And then health will descend in dew, and illness wiU 

vanish, and fear and tribulation and lamentation will pass away from among men, and joy will 

encompass the earth. And nobody will again die untimely, nor will any adversity take place 

suddenly. Judgment, condemnations, contentions, revenges, blood, passion, zeal, hate, and all such 

things will go into condemnation since they will be uprooted... And women will no longer have pain 

when they bear, nor will they be tormented when they yield the fruit of their womb. And it will 

happen in those days that the reaper will not become tired, and the fanner will not wear themselves 

out... (2 Bar 73:2-74:4). 

Unrighteousness will be unheard of in the age to come. It will be an age of perfect holiness and 
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righteousness. The mankind will be good, living in fear of the Lord in the days of mercy (Pss Sol 17:28-

43; 18:9-10), 

And he will be a righteous king over them, taught by God. 

There will be no unrighteousness among them in his days, 

for all shall be holy, 

and their king shall be the Lord Messiah (Pss Sol 17:32). 

There would be total peace and harmony in the new age. There would be no wars. The swords would be 

beaten into ploughshares and the spears into pruning hooks 

He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall decide for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more (Is 2:4); 

the children of God would enjoy great peace 

All your sons shall be taught by the Lord, 

and great shall be the prosperity of your sons. 

In righteousness you shall be established; 

you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear; 

and from terror, for it shall not come near you (Is 54:13-14); 

there would be no sword or battle-din, there would be a common law for all men and a great peace 

throughout the earth, and kings would be friendly with each other, 

There will be no sword on earth or din of battle,... 

King will be friend to king to the end of the age. 
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The Immortal in the starry heaven will put in effect 

a common law for men throughout the whole earth 

for all that is done among wretched mortals (Sib Or 3:751, 756-759). 

The apocalyptic literature portrays the restoration of the original harmony in Nature: the leopard and the 

kid, the cow and the bear, the lion and the fetling will play and lie down together (Is 11:6-7; 62:25; Sib Or 

3:789- 793), 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

and the calf and the lion and the fetling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall feed; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox (Is 11:6-7); 

there will be a new covenant between man and the beasts of the field 

And I will make for you a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the 

creeping things of the ground... (Hos 2:18); 

even a child will be able to play where the poisonous reptiles have their holesandtheir dens (Is 11:8-9; 

2Bar73:6;SibOr3:794f), 

The suckling child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den, 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain... (Is 11:8-9). 

Thus, in all nature, between man and man, between people and people, between beast and beast, and 

between man and beast there will be universal cordial relationship, a reign of uninterrupted peace and 
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harmony. The Apocalypse makes useof all these details in the portrayal of the new earth and new 

Jerusalem. 
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