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fh« f i r s t sdit toii of Lasvefi of Gfiisa — a th la , 

ala^tjr-1lv« pftgs ciatrto, bouM la grasa e loth , sta«p#d w i ^ 

tti* Vlcterlan daulga of floir^re «a# foliaga — uppcartd <m 

t:*t fourth of Juljr, 1866, e day eolueldlag with tb« a&ti«aal 

Iniapitadacee D^y. fhere wtf; ao KSdeyiiaK atithor-'s atsa cm tiia 

t i t l© •iie,g%^ which OQiy had on I t pr ia ted, '*Bro^lya, *«¥ 

^ork, 18l^* " fixceptiaf tfe© smiil typ« of %t,% copyright 

aot iea oa th« ra xt j^nge, tha aatlsor^s tmmm di<l aot appear t i l l 

pAf^m ^9, whare be aaaoiaaHsad hlfiMilf i a a l i a a ass 

''iKalt itthltiBaa, aa Aaarloaa, oam of t a t rougl^i 

a IC0S408"* i^'aelag '̂ ha t l t l a paga taav^ M9.S aa aagrtv^dd por . 

t r a i t of tue author, h i s broadhrlaaMd hat t i^ tad at « s l i fh t ly 

ralcish sloati coatlasS| >«dth t l » &his't.colI^r ô it̂ a a t tha 

titroatf staadlag casually with hi a l e f t haad i a hla trousers* 

poakat aad tha r ight oa h i s h ip . 

About a thousand eopias of tha booic ymtm p r i a . 

tad , par t ly by Wbitaaa biaaalf, but few WT% sold* I t s eo-

plaa vara seat to prosiaaat aaa of l e t t e r s as aihlttiar aad 

&aarsea» thm l a t t a r raad tha bodic earafal ly aad with 
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i i i t«r««t | and wrote goaorouaX/ to tho aatfakor tb«t i t vat **th« 

s o t t mxtrm&e^amry pl«e« of wit and nitdois that Aaeriea t^ t jrat 

e^&trltmt&d* " dotting tti.t« Xottory Mhitnan f« l t groatijr oo* 

eoitra<od, aad brought oat fiiiotb«%r oditloxi of tb« boolc in 2S86 

aXong v i th th« Io t t«r of iaorson, torotb«T with an tffusivo ana-
8 

v«;r in vhieh ho addrottod S'oortoa a t "Mtf&ar'** 

In a l l I t h o « w«ro roao nia t sdltlon« of liOaygg of 

^aaUUk$ s^^ puoXitfood daring lftoit«aa*s l i fo tiao', the las t t»fing 

publisbad in la^g, ttio y«far of tr^o poet ' s d«fttii« kit ttiaso 

subsaquLont •dditiont of t'a^ booK wera ttia r^milt of th«i poet 's 

oonteapiatian and pruningi additions and subtraetlons and wr% 

pablishad over a j^erioJ of th^rt /-seven y&nrum «<<ch editiofi 

represented m stage in t i e t;ro%-'t;ri of tae p o t t ' s ®iad tt.at sent 

forth i t s o%Kn indivldaal f ru i t ^m seeds* ^#ldc»ii in tbe hlstorf' 

of a r t tmve the readers been so privi lered witti suck an iotimste 

viov of the or^9tion of a aatterpieeo* 

In I860 a » w ddit ion of fatfYfl, 9r,,Pypli RPP«*red. 

I t co^itslned ttie self-revievs bjr the ptrnt vtio considered that 

freedom MBS t s sen t i a l for %'m growth of a hoaltby natimi end an 

•qualiy heaXth|r individuaX tbet the poet was expeeted to be* In 

t i e o e a n t i ^ , the CiviX War brojce oiati^ I t inspired the poet to 

eOMpose % ser ios of poeas en t i t l ed Prua faaa. Xo these were 

! • ?Me h, w, BXodgetc and BottXXejr BradlajTi (ed«) Leayes of 
gCijLS, p . 729* 

2* IM4>f »• 730* 



«Adod Ifttsr tho poomi on l«iiieelA* 7i;i.« yomr 1S67 IMW tho pab l l* 

e o t i o n of tho fourth o d l t l o o of tho Loarooy vhieh taeludotf both 

icaSaslAfi^ oaA Sooaol t o prQ«,>f»iio, 

In 1371 apponrod tt^o f i f t h od l t ion of %m b o ^ « 

triO s s i ^ jfetr vi.tiioi;sod the pub.li(;mtioa of Bgff^crmtie Vlatao 

and j'aaoMgQ to ladJA* The poet facod groa t doaest ic and po r -

Sr̂ aaX vrouliles l a Uie jr^ars &o follow. In 1B73, Lo sufferodi 

f roa a »ev«r* para lys ic a.roHo aad i a Jta/ of tha saa® yoar h i» 

•o thor dlad. In a aood of dioot gloou und ^^ j eo t io s , ti.e poet 

moved t o C,̂ ;3dc-n, Iba s ix th t d i t i o a of Ueayas of vr»i|f csise cmt 

l a 1376 i a t¥o voiuees acd coatsuicd, sach fsio».8 noapogit ioaa a t 

i-aas^ge, to. i M l a , Pfi,og.ri,^U. y^l t j l t , IC^ej .ll,l,,%t | ^ Pjfglf 

iaiJU. »'*'*» Ag;„.,A g1>Fmff „l'fr§,„W, rW<;^lff „?,gff.». <«*avt.lle, tho 

i*o£t*a Fagllah fr iaad «»ne j l l ch f r i s t , s r r i vad in Anortet tad r o ­

l l eve a to «oa« a x t i u t h ia Icmelloaat «ad dopras i loo . 

iLa sovanth ad i t i t a i of th^ La^vea of Graaa ymm 

puhJLislitd In 1831 mad iueluded the p o r t ' s tour exparlejocas oit 

t h e «la8t«ro pa r t of the country . r b l s to-ir tstr^ngtlienad th« 

po«t*a hel laf Jua %uii c f f icaey of the laad of vigour aad ch*r« . 

Aha a ightKadi t icaa cr.«e out in 1888 — 1389 und intsarporatad tha 

faoofta iJoyaaber i^ouigha. iCLa o ln th or the da nth-bad e d i t i o n 

vaa puhliauad in 1891-92. I t contaluad aocd-bye My gaaey^ which 

was s a a a t t o sarva aa tha p o a t ' s fa rawal l t o tho world of 

pootry* Jbhis l a a t a d i t i o a p r a t a n t s tha f i l ia l chape «nd s i sa 

of tha poaa a t i t eaaa t o grov through aaata inad a f fo r t a of long 
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ttiirty.aavaa jaara* laeii aditioe rapraaaata a ataga ia tba 

trofwtb of tba liaaTrâ . Baaraaa ia bis faaotia lattart alraaiy 

aeationadi bad aaggaatad that h^bltaaa'a earaar Miat imve bad 

"a loag forgrauad aoaa vbara*" laaraea waa bara eryata l l i . 

zlag tha er i t iea l problaa partaioiag to t^a grevtb of tha p99%*9 

ganius eiaaloa^ing in tha pabllention of tto Lam âa of Qgaaa* 

fbit la a d i f f icul t prohies^ iadaad, baosast I t 

eaa not b« solvad ^ arraa^og a eataXo«^ut of a l l tha extaraal 

faeta »ad oveata ^ Kbltiaaa's l i f a aad nrnplitfisig tboaa that 

touch apoa literature. «titana wrote a lot during the UArty» 

aavea year a of foramatlon af bi t poetic gaaiua, hut aotr.lag la 

aora aanorable timu tht La&yê  of Qryâ * So doubt, i t i s tha 

preperator/ tiae for the poet, than aaething and si^iierli^; aad 

hubiliag for tht torrential outburst of tha 1055 jjaayaa. 

There are for us wmm gllopaaa iato th i s leag, daap 

.dova preparntioa in the poat in bis aoUi.booic jottiaga fln<to 

darlag tha lata lB40*s mad a^rX/ lSSO*a« IQauc In thaaa par. 

aoaal, private ^dkmhoeitmy. «iiltaaa wrote aoaa of tha most ravaa* 

i iag l ine a aad pasaagaa which ba later davalopad in Laairaa of 

^*aa« I t ia r t a l i / aurpriaing to think that tha poet carried 

aa a kiad of double creative aetivity at the saaatlaa . . carryiag 

oa hia JouraaXiatie writing aad aacratijr testing on î apar tha 

daring, profouadiy.felt paaaagea of tha as yet uncreated liaayaa. 

In hia ^^ata^^o î aicatahaa Wbitaaa i s aaaa aa a 
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irisionary v îoto drvant mvm to %• ircallMd la tho d«yt to eoao. 

At tiao pftts«4, tlio l l M * aiU.tif»li«€ fta<3 tho pastagot siwllod, 

uati lt by 18^1 th« poet eoold bold I t baek ao l<»ifer| aad 

eri«4 ©ttti "Uoî Ieoeh year fLoodg»tet| you are too aoeh for ae," 

la Soeclaea Oayê  *iitiltaAa went ov«r the foregouad of ais l i f e . 

Here he a»de eXear some of th? situations end eveati that had 

powerfal Ij^aet t^oo. tiXa. IXtboigt^ Mhitmea psrol&ebXy eoaeaeled, 

aanxx eoaseiouiiy or aa^aseloasXy, at aiieh at be reyeeXed, bit 

ttitgestloas tre vortliy of aote. l a aeaiag tî e three at la 

sQfJireef of bie ehereeteri he Xltted bis "asteraeX aativlty 

stoelc*' frMi the SetherXaadf, "ppternaX lagl i tb eXeaiiati'*, tfc» 

aoet tuacibXe of aXl, ''the eeahliiatioa of ay i*ong XaXaad birtha 

tpot, tea-shoret| ehlXdboo<3*8 aoenee, absor^tlone, siith teaatag 

BroiricXya, aad Met^ t&pk «••** tms, eoae of the iafXuet^et that 

iatpired Whitaaa*s geaiut durla^ the creetii/e period of hi t 

toagt are t (X) the sea, tue ecmatryi the eity aad tue pnveaeatt} 

{2) the broodiag opoan boaaa body aad totiX| iii) the aew-bora, 

healthy, deaoeraey or the aa»aaa«e| (4) the AiMricaa CiiriX War 

aad i t t after-effeeitf aad i&i the Aaarieaa people* 

Ihere i s hardly aay reatoa to dombt that aaay of 

the aott poverfal as v e i l at eoî ;>Xejc Xlmt of ^/bltaaa vera wrl. 

t t ea directly out of bit ova eiq^eriease, partleoXarXy thote about 

the tea, the waves, the tide aad the aaqy paradoxas of l i fe« 

the erowdt, the taeaiag e i ty , the aoisy paveaeat at al to the 
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• o i i t i i d * of i l4 t i 9jaA ii8ttir« — «Xi tki«t« pcmdoxiefti ti^oagb m% 

%lm9 tii«y aajr seaiuly IMI% bojrond doubt, do«iii«Q% iiifiti«ae«s en 

l ^ t a M U iit romid i a bis mta •i^»«ri«ii««s t£2« kiad of psradox or 

ooatrftdiotioa tbat povelyod I t t o l f l a hie ova toa l , eoold iwakXf 

• d a i t that eoatradietlea tad vltleli lio a«aa% to M t f^r tb l a b i t 

eb«rMet«rlt t lo my thot was to tlir««d a l l thro^iki tlio Laairaa of 

i^aaa^ m spcaici of tiio "eoaimlstira braatha** of tba aaa aad 

ttia '*)ilab of tho pavo*** l a doiag so, lia i s aotiag a aaaie of 

tha aatttral vorld aad of tlio e i t y that eat ^ a p l y iato hit i«agi« 

aat ioa . ia tio ol^aervod l a ^ a o a y t i e y^a^as (1971), he was s t l U 

e a l l i a g f« r «a Aaorleaa l l tora t t t f« "Vital!sod 1^ aat iooal , w i g l a a l 

areti tjr^as*** fho «otrop411a Hc^atiatt* dr«v bis «t taat ioa «ojp« %hmu 

MMO l a ttio eoorsa of wrl t lag tils j^oatfy. Aia la , bis was a day 

of onaafallsai aad oratory* Xa tba l*aayf| oaa say saaaa 1»otii 

tbo lafloaneas a t work* 

Of a l l ttia foratatlva laf l twaeot UBOB lio^vfa of Qrasa 

aootlea m» to ba aado of tbo o^ara aad tbo tboatro* tbm opara 

mmt ospoelally vaa tba peat 's paseioa, aad tba ^eisle, tha stme-

taro , tbo l l b r o t t o — a l l wf absorbod l a tba gostatioa of tbo 

jiOMWoa. Mora proaiaaat aaoag tba iaflaaaoas workiag apoa KbitMia 

^nw thoso of tba aotloi of i)aaoeraey, of tha C i v i l War nad i t s 

fflooay offocta, aad of 7ran»eoadoatalisa, a l l of vbieh bava baaa 

olaboratoly dlseassod l a oar l ia r ebaptars* Wbitaaa was boat upoa 

f t a f i l l i a c prael ioly laarsoa's idoas about tbo Oraraoiil aad oxpra-

ssiBf l a poatry of tbo i a f l a i t a pooslb i l i t ias of tba poopla, 
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MeifttjTi Mid emmtrf* 

o& tiliitwu&U pontic 4«v»l,^««at» tl^*r« s t i H rsaaias soattfaiafi 

•or* to 1M ooaiioooA* Biosr«pli«rs liovo ioog iongbt for %tm 

lovo^Affair or tb# eoaradotbip %h&t s#t off ttis ^f^rk* In feio 

oi4 ago ybit^aa roplSod %o a cittary froa fha l^ i t i ah clastlaaX 

•etiolar J* A* Sjrae#da t "̂ ĵr l i f o , ymmg aaaboOdi doabtlaaa ^ a a a 

&o e r i t l e i aa* ftiotiiu uuiaarKiJMIV ^ l^av* alx ebUdraaf two ar« 

iaad — mm l lv iag Soatlara graade^lXd — fla* l»or wri tat to aa 

oaeailoualXy •* elreoaataacai (conaactad %A%h tbair iNuaafit aad 
3 

fojfto^Hii riava oai^aratad aa froa l a t i a a t a raXatioaa.** f b i t 

cfAjfioit* •coo iaaaaaS togmt^mw witu tlia gjaltflrtftiftf i#fti ••» 

po«at I lka A mo^ii m&ltn t^£ ii> aad Wf, lyg, | fy fetftg î » ^ , f f 

fqo]f.,«4i fci«-#a imsplired ii:^ i9ioira9l2>«]ra t e craata mit of tlialjr 

faa&a»y a raaaiMja or « aecrat t a s m a f t i x iotra-afftix* tbaty 

tiaoû k̂i parb-apa briefly aai a e s t a t l e a l l / fu l f l l ie^ i eould aot Ha 

su«t«laad — «.ad %hr-t ^r»fida4 tb® t-sattiwag tfcai ro^tlXa*$ t t a 

^ e y a ^ of CIrasB to grow* Movafor, i t Is aot 4>rcpir to ax^Iaia 

a l i t t r t r j r m«sterpiaea l a ttp®« of » siiigla »exm»l axptpianea or 

m patfiag haaen r*latl©a»l»lp* tt\a grcwftfe of :#>tyfff &f gragg ig 

perhapa aot to .tact aceounttbl^^ for extcnaal f^ets or usr^atw ag 

for tho!^ l a t e raa l tfcat torlag out tfct ganlut of tfcs poali. A 

woplK of ar t c«aaot fea ^xpltlae*! dt l i tmiaa. y« h.̂ '̂a to tRka 

3* W|iita«a*g lattanr tt« Syaoadg cuotai hj (̂ gy b i lges Allans vlda 
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tfeinga as thay ara and atfiva aora tmmrA» tba aajogratat of tba 

f inal preduet which atioild l»a oar oaljr eoaeam — iiaaaljri hov 

•aeb |»ia««ira and aatitfaetlon t#a ean dariva troa i t to tba iiaxl-

ataa* P@re«iaX avaata do civa ahapa to a woHi of art • . aapaeiaXl/ 

to i t s aubjaetaatter, — btit thay do not ta l l the whole atory and 

angr attaa^t at prohiag into thea air̂ oaid ba droppad for tî a tain 

of battar art is t ic appraiaal* 

fh© f irst adttioa (18S6) of Iffiyf t M.. ^.rtil ^«*n 

with a ioog i'rafaea ia imiiGNairaatioiial. and etr^sus^^y puaetaatad 

proaa, followed by tvaltra oatitlad poemB in a looi^f iiiirb^®ad| 

uaactrieal irarM wixieb auat baTa aaamad ttrs.£ig« to ti«« avaraga 

raadar ia a year wtiicu also mv tba pablieatio£^ of t9jaa-/smi*B 

mmiM^ hong - fallow* s Mawataa- mn& #it itt iar * a Bl^^BrnJ^^ff ^ thtm^ 

iAttia aaa. Ia th« iryafa^^^ liUitaaa give8 his owa views about 

tba fuaetiois of tba poata ai3d poatry of %m ra&ur«« 7he poat| 
4 

aeeoid^iag to bia, i s a scar "ia wboa bis owa sga i t tritasfifuradjf 
<̂ *̂ ^'yf^o* apitOiAlaaSi batt#r thaa aay othar s iaf le poe% ii^bit. 

aaa*8 pblloaopby aad his alas l a l i t tratura. rartr of tha 

t^rafa^f M%s% latar lacorA^orfftady with oixly isiaor ch^iages ia tba 

poaaa l ik« py jî W 9anrlg*g gbftff dr /O; , l^. f ^yi^*^ 

4 . Floyd Stovall t tebitaaat (Hav ^crl£| 1939 >, p. &X .̂ 
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Barep—a M^oLikUmm^lrm (2370). aad Song of fT%^m9 (1881). 

lb* poen vlileb la t^r on eMi« to b% kaova »• SIMM O^ 

fmTB of •xpmatieit aad r*¥isida* X% was th« baart of MbitMim, 

tboagh by no a»»n» Whitman %% bie 1i*tt« But to tbs 8T«r«f« r«a» 

d«r of U M , th« pottB votild e«rtiiiAl|' tm^m momi^ "ft bis«r»« • • d . 

Icy or ftTogant 9«if»ff»ti«rtioii, preph«tie Inetnta t loa noA eamtmm. 

•ftl<»i. Inter«p«rs«d vith p ie tor ln i d©«erlptloas and eatalogues of 
t? 

p«opl#, tnings and s«agftti€»it«" Of th9 reoalning ®letr«n poost of 

ta« •d i t ion , a f^v W«P« nopf unified, but ntrdly mny on« irtiicb v«a| 

i n form or in eontant c^ifortubXir fnnll iar* ?b« unifying purpOM 
ft* 

®̂  ^ « v « <̂f &raie throughout, tboufh. p«rb«ps so i t ly uneonsious 

a t f i r s t , ir«8 to abow bov aan Algbt aebiava for bla»»If th@ aoat 

eooplete fraadoa, posslbia i<iitbln tiia l i s l t s of natural l«^* At 

#Xoyd Stovall ?i«s pointftd m*t, iRihlt«an'» j^lsn provittat "turua 

c*bam«#Xs for tiie eonsuaai^itm of tb ia purpoaa i iMmoeraey, l«ova, 
6 

and 4i«istion»" the»& aecim% ttm di^iBinant tumam of a l l tiia |iO#tts« 

Xbe ^ouky Ufiarafora, i s a &riiog/, ceIttiQX'atla& tria Bodyi ĵ ^Mioeracyi 
7 

and EttXigictti, aa wiiilam Sioana lianiiady c a l l s i t . Iw ai&ovs how 

fraadoii aajr ba aacurau ror i;ae bodj tiiZKmgii daaoeracy* for tihe 

baart through lovtt, and for tiie aoul throigh rallgioii* dy sueh 

1550) p . \?j;. 

7 . W.S« ISannody, t Eaoialscaaeat of Walt Wbitnan (London, 1896) pp. KH>-K^. ----------------------------------------
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etooiittXs WtiltwiMf •gotlsMy ••n»dea«ii»ts, mad s«jitla«iit fouad • 

n a t u r a l audi • a t f oatXet l a fataYttj. 9 f , , t e H i , SMiU««at, wtiicti 

«ppa«r«d i n l i l t cur ly w i t i n g a s aantiKcmtality^ «7#iitiiaXi|r da^c-

lo|.'ad i o t o m deep scuta of the s p i r i t u a l find %M i d e a l . 

the yomtat mus Q^UTIB tt© i^cnvos of 'Jrisfts aad, 

giajaecs a'̂  liie f l r s l paga, yoe b®coaMS awtro of mnn ac«uaiat«d 

v i t u tiu«4 fact. "Ur,.at aiia i s lo-jkiaij. a t « is.lud c .̂' po'^try d l f f e r e a t 

r r o a a i l wt:.at; I t uss 'bei'ore. Whitaan WJJS t„fi« T l r s t noeh In 

Aaerj-caa a i s to r^ t o exi^Xolt UM p o a s i c l l i ' . i e s of fir€«i v€;.rsa t o 

iLe- ifiaxiffiyya. i'b«rs i s a r a re coaps'S . .bl l l ty sanSwecn h i s fora aad 

febsiaasi ti.c. ioog iwrtstraif-cd lijo*; In i t s frc« f lov r>«ipttir«*» In 

tLs *'4i**̂  fora tu« s p i r i t ftf deajscracy aric? -irse^oa t h a t *'hltaan 

breatnad i n to n i s v«rses , -̂-ut Wtill.ani:i did ao t tcro-v awa/ cca-

^ i « t « l y tiid past po«tic srssdi t ioaa. A cef-usl f laaea «t aiqr p«gc 

of t!ia l»0ok rai^aals tm u ta of a^ieti fts.nd9rd dcvieas «s naso* 

a&sica, a l i i tarn t ion, r « p « t i t l c « , lisvaraa vord .ordar i para l la l iaa i 

and a a w ŝ ^̂ î  o t b a r t . Altboarii iM'hiteiwn fraad himsalf fpoa the 

aaaasurad foot , h i s pcttttf iff f l l i a d v i t n a Tr^ytbia of i t s ^wtti 

c t ronc i n the car avan i f a l u t i r a to tti« ajrc* is^htt9«a'a r c r i * 

liQaî l,ng; ind lea taa h ia ( a n i o s for «eiai%7ing tba ioharantljr anai* 

e a l l i n e * Looking a t a mmbar of the aiijor poe«» of utrnvrnm &f 

Orseg^ tha sario ' ie readar %l l l Invar iab ly fi»0l ioi^iinad t o the 

vboie work v i th * fpvaur^blB a t t i tudi* as c o n a t l t u t i u f » aaataincd 
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mad latogratod fodtio visioa* Wbitawa hisMXr wantod l i i« |»o»as 

to tmrm m twity i n t&o mm* «•&«• that t^a oartbi or ti^a litiaaa 

bo4jr, or a partaet misloai GMyoaitioa i a * Xbia preaaatatioa bjr 

tha book of an oadaaiabla tmitjr of pe«tie viaion ia iadooA adai-

rab la . Methiac is off.tha.traelc barof tbara i s a da f i a i t a mtk99 

of a bagioaiag, a aiddiOi aad aa aad throagb tba vbola eonrta of 

poatie viaioa aad i t a aseprataioa tbroogb tttitabLa t#ra!i tad gra-

duaXijr davaiopiag ttagaa* 

Aeeerdiag to iaaaa ^* M i i l a r , a raeepita&atioB of 

tha atfiietura of tba Laairaa af (Mmmm aaggaata tba aaietieiialL 

iogie i a ttia ordaiiag of i t a parta* tim auggaata tbat i a af fact 
3 

x,tm atmetura of tba vboit work i a pyraaidal , vbleb eaa ba 

dividad iato tbraa alaar parta, start iag froa a broad, f i a t baaa, 

aad gradaailjr aaeaadiag upward to a pia|#oiatad conical apax* 

tbm— divlaioaa or porta ara i (1 ) f ^ %4»rBi Maa X Siag or tba 

Mav Kerld t'araoaalitjrt (8 ) ^^* tbroaa of Paaoer»ear} aad, (3 ) Tba 

Way f r « i U f a to Paatb or tba ao->eaXlad ataga of traBaeaaaaata* 

i i a a . 

Tba pyraoid aot oaly aaggatta tba raintiva dopaa* 

daaea of tba varioua porta — tba paraooality aaat ba eraatod 

bafora tba poat or tba aaa eaa ba aagagad ia a partieuiar tiMi 

aad tpaea, aad bia baiag aad axistaaea aad aagagtaaat aaat pra. 

8. jraaaa S. Miller, Jr., •lBtrodacti«m« to ̂ flpltlf fflfIIY aflfl 
fffiffltifl frglf k ^%i\ f m m (Boatoo, 1969} p. 11. 
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eodo b i t •ovolopaoat In ttio Uetld of s^ i r i too i i t y • • but i t a l to 

•iifgosto t h * prof«rtioiuito pr««oeettpati«A« of l«odarii Una tTliottijr 

paraoaal aad involvad tritb tho i^tentitr of aolf i a i i f a ^ but 

aataroljr e<»iearaod f«r tho aoelaty aad ttm atato, aad v i tb pro* 

feuad «««aata of aplr i toa l aaditat ioa on tho bridgoa loadlog froa 

i i f o t o daatb* 

fb ia oittliao of atrnetura ia aot aaaat to i^poao a 

r i g i d aebaaa oa tha book but rathar to f̂ â ggoat tba bra«dtb of t l ^ 

poat*a v^iaioa aad tba laypraaaiva awaaiira of b i t aeblavaaMiot* Tim 

atrueti&ra i a aot a aara groapiag of foaaa i a aeeordaaea v i tb 

aabjoet^aattor. H i l lar tttiaicai 

tba groapa dafioad b/ tha outl iaa ara aot iodapa^a-

daat a a t i t i a a , to ba attufflad aroiiad at w i l l , \mt 

axiat i a aa appropriata ordar, eabodyiag a eoaplax 

aat-vork of ralatieaabipa* I t i t naeaasary that 

*&ba gigaatie aabrjre akaletoa of poraoaa i i^ * 

(Wbitaaa*a pbraaa) ba f l r a t iatreduead, dafiaad, aad 

raiatad to tba world aad t iaa i a gaaaral baf ora i t 

i a pioagad ia to tb ia apaeifie * f i«a aad i«ad wa 

avia ia* (agaia, tba p i a t ' a pbriiaa}. Aad i t i a 

iaavitabla tbat tb ia prototypo para^aality ba giv^i 

b i r tb , idaa t i ty , aad ralatioaabipa v i tb a aartaia 

eaatary aad eoaatry bafora pr iaa i r a t taat ioa ia 

foeaaad oa hia raXatlea to daatb aad iaaortaXlty« 



fbojTO i s not OBJLy o *pootle* tosM to tb i t ordojT} 

but tluroiigtioiit tixo iNislo i»o«tle iatoat i t frodiioily 

but iotigiiodXy fu l f i l loAt tbo ortietilatioa of tlio 
g 

•rebotfpai iov Morli •fetore** 

L ^J 

10 
3a tlM pubiieotioii of lUMirsonU lottor vitti tbo 

18S6 odltioa of lf»ftiroM of Ogaô y tbo grootaete of tho boolE vot 

iaaodiatoly reeogaito4 aad ^^Itawa loopt iato faao AS a poot| 

vortfajr of ooriotio ottoatioa saa iatorcot. It la donbtftiX i f aar 

•mba6<iu«at er i t i e of WtiiUHUi'a vortt baa ae aueeiactl/ atatad tlia 

eblof aorita of l i#ift | tf SfMa* tho book ia doeidoaijr a ifork 

of groat poatie art - - "aoaotiaoa turgid aaA and îr, aoaatlaaa 

flatuXaati oftoa rbotoriealiy aoviag mad ooeaaioaall./ of tho aoat 

eeaeaatratod aad flaviaaa iaagiaatlvo proeiaiofi*'* fbo book 

aiioid bo raad aad oadaratood aa a vboia* fbo additioaa aado ia 

aov oditioaa oaly iaeraaao tbo riebaaaa of tbo tbiag aad do aet 

aar i t ia aar v«r* 

I t ia qiilto iataroatiog aad iaatraetivo to aoto tba 

varioua eonaaata froa diffaraat qaartara about l^iroa of Qraaa 

aad Ita author oa tba firat publieatioa of tba book* fbojr abov 

9« MiUor, 1IU«. 
10* VI July ISSi. 
11* lauwaabovoa, p* XVX, 
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t i l * l j |^r«Miei i tad roaetlon th«t tba booli eroated eoeag r«ad«rt 

•ad er i%i«t i a %^ pr«ts. Bwm of tboto voat i a fftvoar of tho 

jposty oalogit iag hla and adait t lag h i t groat eoatribatioa to 

pxatx pootrir, WILUO otb« a e r l t l e l t o d M J I l a tb» atroag**^ tara», 

a t t laoa i a tba aoat objaetioaabla aad irrat ional . laaguaga* 

£a bia iatrodtietioa to tba lagUab oditioo of 

Laawa <^ Oraaa (1867), W. lU toaaat t i d#aariiiad tha boolc aa tba 

ira«»t poaa of Aaarieaa daaoemejr tad raaarkad about Wbitaaa tbat 

ba vaa {trofottadljr i a ir«P«tbjr v i tb tba i>radoaiaaat taapar aad aiaa 

of tba pradeaianat aa t io i to ifbieb ba bel<mgadf ba broiagbt a 

glowiag aiad iato eoataet witb b i t owa t laa aad paopia aad tba 

f laaa froa vbieb i t eaugbt f i r o vaa Aaarleaaiaa* 

iaaraoa, i a bia alraadar aaatioaad lo t t a r , tpeka 

b i fb ly of tha ia t r iaa le a a r i t of tba book aad graatad wbltaan ia 

tba aoat i a ^ i r i a g taraa a t tba bagiaaiag of a graat earaar. Bat 

l a t a r oa Wbitaaa*a fraak traataaat of aax diaplaaaad bia Qtiita a 
IS 

i o t aad ba mrota to Car ly ia '^ about i t aa a aoa»daaeript aoaatar 

with t a r r i b i a ayaa aad buffalo atraagtb aad aitboogb iadi^^utably 

Aaarieaa, waa vaatiag i a good aorai vary aaeb aad vaa oaijr aa 

auetioaoar*a iavaatory of a warabouao aad eould ba uaad to l i g b t 

oaa*a pipa %(itb i t * 
13 

To Tboraatt tba book aouadad r^rf Itrava and Aaari­
eaa* am did aot baiiavo tbat a l l tba aaraoaa that had ba#a proa-

18* ¥ida laaraaa'a l a t t « r da%od May d , 1866* 
13* Vido tboraau*a i a t t a r to tiarriaoa Bluka, Doeoabor 7, ISSd. 
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«lio4 ia Aaorieo put togothor iioro oqiaoi to tbe book for the ^reo. 

o^ia«* Mo ti^oaght tliot « i i Aaorieons ought to rejoiee ia hiis, 

tbmgli t h ^ Mtttt olmddor vhea %h9f rood bia oad i t w«« bojroad 

doubt tbot tbo poot vae awfaiiy good* 

lilf ifV Igri, ,ll(Wi,t„ la Kevoabor 186fi, eoatidorod 

tbo book Of A eoateuri b«lf*aeaf balf-boest, neighbourini dofiooeo 

to the vorld. 7bo book vns looked upoa • • jistroi^e eoagl^iertto 

of thoagbt, with iaeoXenee, philosophy, blotpheay, booatjr, «ad 

groan ia^aeooejr tiuibliiig ia druakea e:>afaaioa ttirough the pagoa« 

the poot vts deaerlbea as tiQ arrogaat jrooag aaa who rooted l ike 

• pig aaoag a rottoa garbage of liooatloaa theoghta* 

la J^iaad, Aaao ciiXebriat vaa of the opiaiea that 

aiaee the had lieeyoB of ay aaa,. aho eoiild read no other book* It 

hold h«r oatireiy apeXi-boaad, aad the read i t agaia aad agaia 

vi th doopeniag delight aad iroador* For her, tbe roadiag of the 

pooaa vaa trulj a aev birth of the aotai aad the verda ia tboa 

booaao l ike eloetrio atroaaa* Xa ao«e of thoa there vat saeh a 

teaoiea of tbe heart &hat aho eeuld aot at tiaoa bear it* She 

ooaaidorod Aaeriea aa a happjr lead that had Whitaaa at bar aoa, 

tbo yooBg giaat of a aatiea tb»t eoaid produeo hit kiad of groat. 

aeas, ae fa l l of the ardoor, the o i a a t i e i t / , the iiMxhattttiblo 

rigour aad freahaoaa, tbe J^qrottaaeaa, the aadaeitjr of /oath* 

^* mtt *• mnuu vtni't m§m%it 9t ^%%wm i^-^o). 



lUH* Biieito a daaelfla of Wftltfltta, cMiaoiitoA tbat 

l i f y a of Orafa naa t ^ i i i i t l a t l T a of a oMirlcod r lao i a aoral 

n a t i r a , ttio prafaea aa4 eraator of a aav mrm* What tba I f i M 

wrm to firaluMalm, tba JaoL sBd ^ ^ Fropiiaty to Judaiaa, tlio 

Awaata and IHBli ^^ 2(^oaatrlaii iaa, tba ilAKft to Ceafueiaiiiaa 

a M Xaoiaa, tha llHikftl . t® Smidtilaai, ttio ibttiHL* »»« iSi iUai . 

v r l t l a g a to Cbriat iaal t r f tha SJU^ to Motoaaadaiilm, Lai^ya af 

J l c m . vouXd ba, Ifi ilia op la l^ i , to tha fatore of AiMrieaa e l v i * 

XlaatioB. 

Sviabuma halLad Wt^itaan aa a naw forea l a h i a 

f i i i i l MCffrt ffaiari^it* ^a ^^* eUltaarir, oa tha othar hand, 

j»uhilahad af tar Wbit«m«a ^ a t h W Ifef Iffgft49i ?%ttit « ^ • « ! -

tor raaaricM that aoat of tha raadara oaTar carad for Wil t Whlt-

«aii or raad h i t peasa, baeaviaa of h i t diacardiii« rhyiM and awtro, 

aa aoat r9%d9t9 a t i U thdoglit theaa aaeaatifti to i^oatry* fha 

frajttdiea agaiiist WhitaaA*a iiai>oatieal at/Xa vaa ao groat aad 

^oraiataat i that on aeoouiat of th ia aaejr e r i t i e s rafuaad to 

aolwovlodga^ hla aa a poat at a l l * fba a r t i e i a of forf* 

Oowdaa'̂ '' vaa rafaaad hr aaaar l i t a r a r y JwuraaXa lieeaaaa tha i r 

adi tora M^f a l larg ia to Whitaaa*a m^oatie variw mad vaatad to 

%a aavod froa ¥hitaaaiaa« Ivaa 8idlahiiraO| i a a lo t ta r to ««8» 

O*ooaaor, tha groataat ehan^ioa of Whitaaa'a foatry i a Aaoriea, 

roaarlcod that Whitaaa'a vaa iadood a Z i taa ie voiea^ but i t 

U. Haroh S7, l t9 t« 
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rt^ 
. ^ « to b . th . Tole. , r ^ , i « i . * . « . t r . t b . » . l « « . , . . h . l f . 

a%ifi«d| baif-i&ttarad, •* r^rlag batiiiMS baeana* tba artleii« 

la t ioa vnt i^^tsiUL** fli« po«tie atyia of wtiitaaa, i a bis 

viaw, WIS aaeoatli aad roifb* 

K.0. 0*Coaaor worliod l i k s s ertiMdsr to giir* 

Wbiti»a bit rigbtfui piae« as tba tr^a Aaarieaa post aad 

ttioiglit tbat tb« vboia Aa«rieaa aatiea vas raproMatad W aad 

raflactad ia wbitaaaU ht i f f j 9t ^ t J i t iis was of tbs 

Oĵ iaicm that tba %fhol8 gigaatie apie of tba saarieaa eoatlaaat 

was aost raaaricabL/ depicted ia a l l i t s aagaificaat reality ia 

thorn pages* Clae coaXd bebold ia i t ttie laaeaMi «ad absoi^ta 

som^ise vbieb wns a l i Aaeriea*s oiou 

la 

Joba Barrwifbs, a diseiple of wbltaaa, raaarlied 

that tba poet persc«iifled ia ifeaeaa î f Qi^mmm tba spirit of 

aaiversal brotberbeod* What voald saea eoiossai egotisa, 

sNneless eoafessftoas, or ttawortbar af f i l ia t ioas vltb low, r^$M 

par8<»aS| what would saea eeafdw^iaf good 9kB& bed, virtue 

aad • l e e , ete . ia Wbitnaa tba aaa, would ooly serif a to i l l a s * 

trata tba bonadless eoai>assioa sad saviag power of Vhitaaa as 

tbe spokesaaa of ideal deaoeraey* 

As Iftta as 1900, Qsorge Saatraaa eallad #bi t . 

aaa*s poetry tbe poetry of barbarisa*^^ la bis opiaioa the 

20. ^ f y ' f r ^ ^ ^ ?y»*^^'*^"''r i«t«>«yotMtitta« of Feetrw 



ordor of Wbitaoii's vordt, tho jiroeossioa of lit* loogea, roproduea 

tbo «wtbo4 of a rieli| apoataaooua, atoaoiiitaly iasy faiiey* m 

thought that MbltMui had foaa baelc to tha iaaoe«Bt style of A^ao, 

vhaft tho a&iaals fi lad bofoo him torn ^ ooo mad ha eallod aaeh of 

thoo IKT aswi* 

Sha iaipraaaioii and oplaioa of a vritar of I)« H* 
21 

4«twro&eo*a ataadiag i f vorth*aotiiis» m axpraaaad tho opiiiiOQ 

that Mhltaaa v^a tha f irs t to hr«ak tha aaotal aliegiaEieo, to 

s o a ^ tha old eooeaptioiia of tha snporiority of tha soul to tha 

bodjTy a tiresoMr ooral approaeh. Whitaaa waa tha f irs t harole 

soar to plot aotal dowa aaoi^ tha potahards* It via A nav graat 

doetrioa of l i f a , of oorality of aetoal ItTlaf, Qot of salvatloii. 

l^ntraaea jplaeod Idhltaaa as tha s3r̂ <»«tost and the f i r s t sad tha only 

*a«ricaB toaehcr of tha o>pmn road, «ad no *''»vlo«r proaehlaf tha 

•oral i ty of salvatioa. 

Cartaia litarary aoa i a Aaariea aad la iaglaad htva 

holpad to aorretiad Whltoaa with aa atatosfhara of beatility* I t 

vottld ha wroag to suppoaa^ howavor, that a l l Aaarioan litorary 

cr i t i ea ifora opposod to liJifti tf flgMt* *•«»§ t*̂ * savoral 

doaoa raviova of iffhltaaa'a j^ootr/^ wbioh appaarad ia tho 0aitad 

Statoa la aid-eaatury, thora vara a«ao f r i a s ^ y WMS also* 

tho Maif lorJE Trlbuaa was ahaad of tha othara ia 

oxi^aasiog a rather faTonrahlo opiaioa sboiit tha f irs t adltioa of 

l^aaoa of Graaa, I t s ravionor, Chariot Daaa, waa praotieally tha 

22. m o JOturiea j4aadolaea, jiirt Bfld Wftrl ftf ¥ l U WnilMB i^^*) 



f i r s t to eoanaat publiely on %m i^oot's amirdoi i^ootie gift* 

flio roviow also eontainad so«« er i t iaa i raaarkSi aspaeialiy 

ft^ottt tha iaiaeaiiajr of wtiitaaa'a iaagaata in t̂ ia iova lyries* 

ea« of tba aarljr adltioaa of i^ayas of Oraaa waa 

also apgralaad hl^tdj in a aarioaa Joomai, tl̂ ia iiorth Anayioan 

Eaviair in vhleh idvard ^mlm^ a iiall.iHiovii litarary figure« 

vrota that tffoitaaft'e i^ootry vts outstandiiig for i t s fraaiuMias, 

siiQ^iieity and varaeity. 

Bat ttieea nviavs did not affaet tha attituda of 

tba Mjorit f of aavapapara and aagaaioas* fba appaaranea of 

itlhitaan*a took vaa aat in the preaa vith a storn of abitaa* tba 

iiaw )£ork Critarion eailad upon tha lav to daal vith ttxe obaean-

i t r in ^ i ta*n*a poatrjr. 

26 
^* 9n%m, flilfiLlliflMSli:. decUrad Whitaan*a 

yartas to ba a hataroeaaaoua aaaa of boabi«at| agotita, Tulgaritar 

and nonsanaa, and avaa attggaatad tbat ha daaarvad to ba phytic a-

lljr punishad vith laakaimyx isstiae for his flagrant vioXatioo of 

daeanejr* ind tha Baati^ tQ^% daelsrad in I860 that **both 

imitMin'a Ml i iA and ijwraon'a Xaadttioa had a aoauon origin in 

taaporary l»>4aapaBff«r iaaanitjr**^ 

8a« January, 2B66* 
S4. NaadaXson, p* 108* 
8S. Nay 3, is le . 
26* XJUtM, »• ^ Bneka, i^>it tft^flfftl (FhiXadaXphia, 1883) p. aol* 
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)(liilt«aA*a book « • • atitelaet to vieioua I r r i t a t i o n i& 

lagiaatf at aa l i * tim9^ tba lioadoii Cri tJe for A f r i l , 1867 w o t a , 

"Valt WhlUmm. la aa luuiemiaiata^ v l tb a r t aa a hi^ wltti oattiaaa. 
87 

tftea** Aootliar iagl la l i Jouraai aaid tfaat Laa^aa ef Qraaa vaa 

a d i r t y t>o^. m& tha LoMm Li^ar^ry ^afptta Mimplf aa&oiiA. 

cad that '*of tiia vr l tara wa have avar parusad, Mf^It v^hltiuiA l a tha 

flioit a i l l j r , tba iMat blaapbaaoua, aad tba «OB di«;giii9t:iiig«*' I t 

i n ao voeiar tl̂ tat shortly bafora b i t d4»ath tha poat aald to bia 

f r iaad f raabal , '*tha world aov eaa bava no i<Saa of tm blttaraaaa 

of tha faal ing agatnat aa i n tboaa aarly days.** I t is alao 

liii.ar« ating to nota ttiat tba f l r a t aoaaaata on tba aathor of 

•faaayta of ^raaa ^o •PP«»JP i a ttm aaaalaa pr©aa l a 1861, t h * ra -

termtif baiog batad «a lagl lab aoareaa, raiead a«i»batle doitbta 

aboat bia aunral y a t M l f t t o priaaiplaa* 

l a tiia aa l f . rav iav l a %h% aaifca^ Statat Baviaw 

Wbi&aan teelarad i a a ebaiiaagia^ v i c a tbat iiaaTaa of araa^ was 

t^a eraatioB of oaa of tlia rougbti larg6| proitd| affoetioasta, 

a^tiagt driaklAg aad braadiag, tharaby iairrodaeiag tha raadar 

iat© tba atae^bara of j i f iy ta iff toltt «• I t nara. 

fb«ra i a aTldaaea that aciartly a f ta r tba api>aaraaea 

of tha f i r t t adit ioa of l^ayaa of araaa« Abrabaa Itioeola raad 

87 . Yiat ii«S« Caaby, Walt Wbltaaa {mm ItorlCy 2943) p* 123. 
2 8 . Caaby, p» 133* 
89* Bualca, p* 808« 
ao. B# U Haatarti ffli^ilfrB ^**^ tork^ 1968) p. 99 . 
31* |M|.'WaU IfhfltiBjiiirMa hHMirt Aaoayaoua* tfa4lt4 giaiffi 



tbo book* Boary Ruakiay oao of £dao^te*t Juaior p«rto«r« l a i@gol 

pr«etio«« otatoa l a aoooir*, pablitbod o f t * ttM po«t*s dootn, 

tbat Liaeola %nis oXr««d^ attn^eted to Whltaaa'a virso vhea tm «aa 

I l v i a g l a SprlagfiolA. aaakia wroto that Mhlt£an*s k i a v a of 

l̂ raaff wms &a» of tht f tv aev eolXoetlKma of i^oetrr whleb i a * 

toroattd Iilaeola. J^ecordlag to lit .̂Bicia, i4.£iefi4a eoauoa^od tho 

aov po«t% vorsos, for ttioir v i f H i t j r , frotriaaaa, laaooavoatioiaal 

aootioMiats, aiski uaicitio foraa of oi^proatioii* Sf ym ara to iNillovo 

the aatfaior of tboao aaaoirs, telaeoia ovaa "eXaitiOd that Whltaaa 

gmv pjToaiiaa of a aov tebooX of pootry." 

7h« fora of A'tiltnan's varte l a tha yiavaa la far 

frcm easual, far frcMi XavXats rbytlm^aX patt«ra of tha Xiao a aad 

tha ttiasiatlcaXXjr dtoveXopad atruetora of tlia poaaa aa la^lvldtaaX 

orgaaie oalta* Soaa oi tha aala theiioa of ^tiitaaa are : dan». 

eracry, aeleaea, l i f e , (lestli, aeamaXlt/, aa^ r^eoaeiXlatloB of 

eontraaietloaa* Xhoof^ ^ ^ £»oat aitpaars to be aeXf-ceatred, ba 

eoaea with a jiropbatle ehaat aod l a hlgbXy apirltuaX* itiiltaaa 

f Ivaa to bla reader the lm>iaaaloa of a deep Xove for Xife aad 

eoergjr* ii« aska tlm to graa^ Xlfa v l t b a poet*a f a l t b aad ara-

patlijr. 

a t * 0* W* MXea, *tMI tJtfcilfnTT fflffl''tf P* ^''^* 



Lmmwmm f Q^mmm offorod to th« mtioa « M V m&A 

•ibrfttlB^ vole«* la tho iiords of ftiiotlior Aaorieftn poot, iHiill«« 

Carlos MililftAtt 

i^avot of urr«s» I i t ims • iiood t i t l « f ̂ .̂r a book f^ 

poMis, ««jpoeiaiiy for a otav ^ook of amrieaa i»o«as« 

It iMt « ebaiioag« to tho oiitiro eooeoj^t of tbo 

poo t ie Idoa, mitl frc^i a aev vi«v*|»ol&%, a ftmX 

viav point, an Aapirlcan 7l9v.|>olat« la a iNirA 

iiiid at tiia baflanlQi i t aaunelatad a shoeiciiMI 

trath, that th@ coaaaoa grouad i t of i t sa i f a poa* 

t ie soarea. fbare iiad lm9& ialcllagt bafora thla 

tbat itteb v«a the ciiaa ia tha worka of «iob«rt 

doraa aad tba poat i»iordsvoi-tb, ip t bat ia tbia 

laataaea tlia vary foras of thm writ lag had baaa 

ai&«r«(l{ i t bad goaa orar to %k@ atjrXc of tha vorda 

at tiioy appaarad oa ttia paga* Wbitaaa'a ao-oailad 

*fraa /araa* vaa na asaaoit mi tha very eitadal 

of ttm poaa i t s a i f | i t e<»ittitute4 a niraat ehail* 

aaga to aiX i iviag poata to atiow eaaaa ifby tiiay 

tfloid aot do liieaviaa* It ia a ehailanga tt^t 

at i l l boida good aft«r a oaatary of vigoroaa l i f a 

dariag vhleb i t ha a baaa praetieaXIy eoatiaatialy 

aadar fira bat aevar dafa^tad* 

jdHife—II (fvaatiatb Caatury Viawa. ad* Bear ^arvay ¥9mre9t ••v 
Xork, 1968) p. 145. 



•sas-

l o oxprosa i t l a • aatohoil tho book aarkt ttio bogia* 

aiag of o now pootio •rm mad j»ria«i|>lo. 

ukutjf r@«4ort opy thiak that IjOwyoo of Qr^^m i s aomly 

0 eolloetioB of I j rr ie poetry, BQSM good, 9mm ba4. Otbaro v l l i 

dofoad tbo book ot tbo oabod^iao&t of ttiO Aaorleen F^ii l l tr aat 

ittoftl, a t a aup« rb fal f l j l^^at of a l l the eaauino roffulrtaeatt 

of tho aatioaal «i>ie« fho p«rtia#at qiuastioas aajr l>@ ofkod t 

Did Whltiaan vr i to l a ttio MOavaa of gga^a tlio ople for aodora 

Aaorleo? UlA bm boiloTO oof 

Hba %n»ymr amy ba fouad l a a aaabar of bis j^roao work% 

boglaolag v i th tba IBB6 fgafaeo. I t i s ovldoat ttem hero ttint 

Mhitaaa doaira^ l̂ aayaa of Oraf 1̂  to tmf a laaiqua ralatioasblj^ 

v i t a Aaorioa* Xbo aat l ro A'yafaoa eaa bo ra<f̂ aî dod as a volXad 

aoeoaat of Vbitaaa's eoBooi>t of bis owa role as a foot* SvaroXjr 

bo laeiudos biasolf l a tha oatogorjr vaaa ba sal's t "Tbo ĵ cMits 

of tbo 2osaos advaaeo tbrougb a i l iatori^osltioas «ad eovoriag 

aad ta rao l ls aad stratagoas to f i r s t priaelpio.** Xhogb Wbit* 

aaa deos aot aso tha taroi i t i s ob^rious aad %uita apparoat froa 

tbo 1865 ^rafaeo tbat vtbitaaa balievos his b o ^ to bava tbo 

baslo aataro aad f«aaral se^a of tba t rad i t loaa l apie. 

Xa Baaoagatia Ylataa, Wbitaaa agaia ravaals bis eoa-

eopt of tbo aataro of k ls pootrjr vi:ioa ba m i d t **Xayor iias nmy» 

tblag aore vaatod tbaa, to-day^ aad baio l a tbo Statos, tbo 



m^STfm 

peot of %tm sodiortt i i iiaka%«d| or %h» great l i t o r s t o * of tltjO 

•oSwa ••• Portmpt tb6 eeotraX polat in mo^ afttloa •*• i t i t s 

iiAtioii*]. l i t o r s t o r o , ••pociaXly i t s orehetypal. pottaa.** wtiit-

MA i«iit«d h i t peotio nork, «• r®pr#»«iited ^- liffjyf f ,.9f ^frtttt 

to fOrvo as amd b« r«eogais«<l «& tha t xind of aurot^etypftl po^a, 

tbo gre»-t opie of AaH»ricA« 

saB, sufl^irlsliag tb« eontrlbutton of bis own work, agalB s t r t t t o t 

tli« a««d of the QatioQ for a eotta€ngurftt« pootry. But b« i s 

ao iongor indirect in v i» t h» a«tiii8 to sagr and bis elfiim th i s 

tiaie i s direct t **&• '•msric& fully and fa i r ly eonstrti^d is tbo 

Xogitisato resu l t and ovolyitiomiry oatcoiso of the pust, so X 

trcald dars to elaiit for ay v«r80»" Aecor-'iing to wh« poot, ths 

Old ^^orld tamcnc **has had tha poaas of {qrths, f i c t ions , feadaliai^ 

eoncftiest, e^sta, dynastic w»rs, and splendid ®3ccepti«m«l eharac-

t« r s , ** biit tha "litv world iMads th« poaas of r e a l i t i e s tnd sei* 

aaea of tha daaocratie avaraga and basie HQuality. *' hs a-aiaat 

tbtt ''splandld axeaptlooal ebartettrs** of tha Aid woild spies , tba 

Mm World tplc will dipiet slaply . . ean t **ln tba oaatra of a l l , 

aod objaet of a l l , stands tha Miiaaii ^Xxkgf towards vuosa baroio 

sad sp i r i t ua l avolutioa poaas and avarytbing d i rec t ly or indirae* 

t l y tend, Old world or law." 

In the very opening poaa, whltffien u?cs th@ eonstruetion, 

34. Tha ^ ^ D l > | ^ MrltlMa of l i a l t Mhtfc««q, Od. .Richard A. Bueica, 
tJb.jy^* <^v Xanc, 2902) Vf f9* 64 .M, 
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"I •lAi**, eh«r«ietorlttie of tbo opie la iatrodtaeiag the tliossot • • 

»QBm*B 8«if I 8ljii% '*tbo fOBolo oqaftlljT vitli tii« asl* I siiii"| 

H^bm HoAnttm A%u 1 sing"* In tbi* f i r s t po«a, th# MUB% ie mmom 

tloBod - . '̂ Hot phfBle$D^msy ml&m nor brain a^ami^x. alone i@ vorthy 

for ths Huso, I My tho fora eomplet® Is i«ortht«r fsr*^! but i t 

i« not ttatli tho soeottd i>©o«» ^L LfflMtf.'^ Ill .MfMit ^^ *^« 

i s invG4cod| oddrotsed, and rAassarod* As tho î oot eontldort iiia 

voric, bo i t vi«it«a by tiio Old mmtli. Miioos 

>' plumtcMi aroot iMifore »• %rlth distruatful î iSp'̂ ist, 

forriblo ia Itoaaty, ago, and power, 

fho goniua of poots of old land*. 

fliis ^§m i s aiceptical, for a l l past @piea hava aad nf 

thair subject the ''tUaa» of var, the fortuae of batt.los,/tbe 

eaaiclng of p^rrfact soldier s*** Ttm poet welcoaes the cMalLongo 

and assures trie Mtiso that he, too, sings o f^ar , und a l<me,9T aiul 

greater one ttian any* ' In t ^ poet*a var, the ttldPl f ie ld la 

tno vorid, the tettle Tor Life and death for the Body and for tlw 

eternnl 3oiaI*" fbo eentral point of th is Ictty.poea i» thnt tlie 

f i t i ' i t i poet's bojJt qonllflos as an ople, even tinder the Old World 

doflnlt loa, i f saffieleift freedea i s sllowod to Interpret the 

teras« 

Ihere ar«i otber insianoes in l̂Oitwoa of grass in vhieli 

Wbitaan ealJis attention to the epie natnre of bia book. In 



glarllflg tin ^%mmv^t b« ©aUlaet h i t plua for •m<mpm9sing 

i n h i s p09%Tf the ent i re a«t ic» — "Seli terx, eiaflaf i a tbe 

maakK Wett, I s t r ike ap for e MBV World. ** 7h9 ymme of 

^eires of 'ammm ere to ooas t l tu te **« proi-rwaittw of chants for 

AMsrlcftOS*" fhe piMt's inslstenee on en lnti@&te mu4. unif|u« 

r e l a t ion between his Iniix boM end b i t toimtrjr also eppeert 

Quite frenuentlir AS tds app«ftl to ttm i'luse* Xn Eong of the 

Jgifflilll^m ^̂ «̂ f^rn i s epic if the tone I s co«lci 

Cose i^use irom Cireeee «nd Ioni» | 

Cross oat ple«te tfi«se inffienseli- oir«r]p»id ac^oouats* 

If in t h i s poea the Hmt loses sone of her dignity f̂ .« tt>e ^^ott 

instft ls b»;r said the dreinpi|>es, a r t i f l e i a l fttrtllls:#r5 and %f 

Icitcaen were, in By l^ue C3atnrio»g Shore^ t i e riu»e i t t r a a s f i -

£Ured in to s ''Fbantoa g igsn t le , si^erb, T*»ltk stern visage** who 

eomands the poett 

Cheat ae the poea ••• that eoaes fr<^ tbe sc^^l of 

Aaerlcsi eimat ae the eerols of r ietori '^ ••• 

And flog AMI before you go the song of the throes oi 

Deaocraeif. 

I t i s chareetaristiG of tfhitaen aat to iavoke tim Muse, as tha 

Old world did, for help, bat to aake her pleed with the f^oat to 

contioue hX9 vr i t ing so tha t v i t a l tiieaas weald not go aasiOM;* 

I t i s evident that Hhitaaa t^oaght of h is v o ^ in epie t«raa* 



•aao* 

thm •xteot to %fiiieli h« fulfi].l«d bis cpie iu&l»itionS| hoveTer, 

mmy b« ••••iu'«d oolir Im t«r«* of iiie fliutl ft«lii«v»«»&t sM th« 

gireftt ftdairfttiea aaA sj^plAiif* that tli« ^ook hmw •aj^ftd t i l l to* 

day* 

r^ J 

Hov, sowitliiikg ii««id b« Mid in gr<̂ «tef> detai ls dbmit 

tm o p i o i d s <3£ er i t ie* nadi amn of l.«ttors on Mbitnua's pootie 

18&3, Ch r̂X ŝ ^llot llortoB roported to J«ao» itutiHiX liOiioll oa 

his euBsor ns^lng^ ttm hlib^Xightt eoatittod of L«^f«IXov*t 

Mipiffil^^ Just ftboat to «p|»«sr, aai Wult Whlt»aa»s Ipfarfg flf 

Cyg»««t« ^̂« r«vl«w«d th« book ia Futanaa«n M^thXr^ iflitr« 

be polatedi oat that *biti»«u € Oiblasci i.; i;.,a j.^^!! t'..v 2jt* :̂-'«i;n,#l̂ tt̂  

eharaetoristics of a ecmcord pbiXotopber vith t l^v lork flroana* 

i«i fiXto eoaxenttd :.hat thttro was XlttXo original thougbt but wiM̂ ti 

oriiiiziail oxpiatsioii ill it» M praisod ti&o boot for soaio of i t s 

xxpitec superbly gr«ptiic do scrip tlwas, and î roftt st re to bos of 

laagtastioa, Kid «lso spoka i l l of passogos of disgttstiiig and 

latolorabXa coarsonass* 

iiowolX did oot of eoorso f lad anarthiag in tha book 

vblo h bo eoHld praiso «iieb« tmt hlB rosponso was not as&orry* 

fyiag as Whittior*s, wfoo tbrov hia copy of the book into tho 

%• tept* im&* 



.tax. 

f i r«« Bat SYidMiUar I M vss saaoyaA hf %ttm M s t a r t |»oat« t\mte 

i s l i t U a avldaata tl iat liovaU a«tiaaUy raad Wliitaaiu m was 

OB* of tlia f i r s t lasrieaa wm of i a t t a r s to lio loss offondad Igr 

tba book ttiaa W tthitaaa's advortisoaants for l i i«aal f . 

aiYaa tba axtraordiaair eircamstaaeas marroimdiiii i t s 

jpublieatioii — the fact that i t 1»«Nra no author's oaaa, aor pab-

i i s h a r ' s i apr ia t , and that i t was distritMitao far « f i r a i$riaa-

tiXf iataraflt«d i a pbraaology <.- i t i s roaarlcabia that %iM.taaa*s 

book wfts notiead at a l l * Whltaaa*s daeisioa to smfid a ettfjif to 

Eaersoa vas \r«rŷ  i a ta l l igan t iadoad* M«erson's l a t t e r of t a t 

3 I s t Jiii^fi %;riti.aa two w««ics af t«r tha too<^ wts pahli i^ad, iNit 

Whitaaa eroviaf . lio writar i a ^aaalea eoi&id h«ya askad for a 

aora haartaaiog rasjxmsa. &aersoa*« l a t t a r assttrad whitwui of 

his v<M;aticm «od eonfiraad his dariag traatiMiat of sax* iiMraim 

vas tftkaa abaek whaa h« lotriuid that Whlt^aa priat^d his i a t t # r 

i a tha ifaif ^ark fribt^iia bat ha forgtva Mhltaaa aad aada his aa-

thusiftsa imovzi i a Bost^i* Witioat &aarsoa*s aadorsaaaati i t i s 

doubtful that whltaaa's book wo^ld hava boon raviawad* l a tha 

iaaadiiata silaaea that foilowad pubXieatimi, tebltaaa sat abeat 

wr i t iag tbraa 'aaoofaois' raviavs hiasalf* lis anist hara kaowa 

that h i a book voald off aad aaaar raadersf aad i t did* Bat tha 

raviava vara aetaal ly aora faveurabia thaa aet — i a faaaral tha 

book vas battar i x a i raeaivad i a Biaitiiaa tihssi Itow York . . aad ao 

solf.odaeftt«d printer %rho found hiasaif tha f r ioad of Eaarsoa, 



HxiUtxi fulaii'i MflillOiff Att̂  ^^ kmim ^nUf guanlflli 
eflild e«Biid«r bi t book « fmllitr«* 

With tb« pablicatioa of Driw ^ipt in ises^ MbitMA 

had sirory reasoa to t4|̂ ^03« that h0 would ]»• aeiciioirivdfod s t ttui 

r«prtft«atfttlv« JUMrleaa po»t* fh« s t i e t of ths tlilrd editlea 

of I<eav»i of ar««« la 1S60 appr&ike&«d fivo t{iCUSf>M oo{»iot, mid 

i f th« boolc v^t of tea parodiod, i t was widoljr roiridwod and au»p« 

favoirabiy ttian not* lieiary Jsa«s*s euggeation that Whitama 

vould eapitalisd oo hit role dixriag t»tt Civil Wjnr M)«Ma ratbar 

eallimay hut i t la truo that lihittMun ccHild aot balp but profit 

froB th« notoriatjr ha achtiovad* 

MQ vdtUM af nhitaum'a was aora ignorad tu&n ^^[Mt, 

yai^a. Mia litarary rajputa&ioa i o ttia aixtias wat «o low tiaat, 

ia tha opiaioa of 3ay Wiltoa Aliaa, aotriiag -̂ould h^va raeociei* 

iad tha oouAtiats adairara of l*oagf allow aad l«ov«li to aaytiiiog 

gabliffhad oador '«iliitaaa*a aaat. I^tb deary Jaaas tad Williaa 

D«aa iioiMiIi«y raprotoatiag th® iroieo of tha yottagar gaaaratioAi 
39 

traatad Whitaan ia thair rosj;»aetiv« roviavs ia tho f^^oa^ aad 
40 ^^* 8̂«Mld f »fc>io at a a«a who had aeqairad a iargoiy aadoaorvad 

ropatatioa. Ait̂ ôagb Uowalla aaror aooaod to hava raeovorod 

ae* iiufiil,* 
97. jiBLtfiljt. 
'4»» 0«e. 7 , 1956. 

39 ' * ^ W«lt Hhitaai^, !̂ ba Itetiaa. 



grm&t WbltMii • fov pootte aoaoatt* J««»t, honovor, graAtod 

wbitaaa netblng, moA attitekod M A not lioeaiiM of r ît in^r^r le . 

t l«« , biat boeattto of l i lt iaaaiiaitivoiioM to iaagtiaio* jM«a« 

tho i fb t that i t ma tlio irork of a OMS who baa ita aar for ooitbar 

ataale nor vordt t It b®ga& lUea v&r^ aod tiir^ed out to ba 

pooao, btit proa«| la or l«r to ba good iioatx^, «ust f Irat b« 

good prota. Ja»»8 alao had iiecuted him of hsiring disragardad 

a l l tba l l t t r a r f c r l t a r i a of an a r t i s t * JTuHas'a attaclK attat 

imvm hurt th« aoatf for« l&splta of ««tiltma&*s ^^ubllc tola aa tua 

tpoleeaaaii for th« epoatai^oua ia art, I la latt^^r to O*eoxinor 

l»ro<ir«̂ e that ae r«8paetad aiaeeraljr tiia literary er l t#r l i t .^t 

iaaaa had aeeuaod bla of dlaragardlag* 

41 
xn coQeladlag, in his raviav of Dr4iJu.̂ ôa tiint 

î hltfiiaii* a raadara will l lad ao plaasara in any ^artleuJLar word 

or {aataphori but i>athar in tba *atiaospliara* of tila poaaa, tba 

•oat JadlGiotti vaabar of ytitaui&*e e irc ia , JofiA î arroi&gHat alglit 

aao« to provida oaljr m>r9 aMmaltloo fm ttto ^SMS^M in aofgoa-

ting, ho^'«v«r, that In reading **'hitfl»n wi tiake our pl^tsura fr«a 

foraa ^ i c h ara closar to th@ Kxfxsekx rapatltlva mnd asaoelaio 

Iva form9 of lemalG, liurrougha offarad an alt«>rnatlva to tba 

er l t i e laa of Jai^a tad aovalla, and antlclpatad a »cu:h Xatar 

ratpoaaa by reminding hX& readers that Mhltaan la oftan eloaar 

to the peaiolst than to tha eoavaotloaaX lyrle poet. 

to eouatar-aet turn dlaancLaataant of tb« lltarary 

attabllaiua«&t MtiltanA aoadod a e r i t l e i t a n&leb would ba aaaeap. 

^^* ^^fcgTf &•«• I860* 
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t ib i* %o bit YirtiMt vltboat •xeisaiaf h i t fao l t t . Ar4«at t t e i* 

r«rt i i k t WiliitA O'eomiwr, vho ttir lifliitsaii at « chrltt*|igiurt 

tafr«rlag frea Aoauit in plae«t of tilgb offlee» an^ Wbit««fi*t 

Ctatdita fri«B4 &• *U mckm wbo propottd ^bitiuiA t s »u •imm^lm 

of cotaie eoatoioutfiott tod tLougbt Mbltii6Ja dltiaor tctuaiiy m 

go4 or in toae tsaso pr«t&r»buiiui£4 did tti;4ltaaa aoro kitra tbaii 

good. «t.t4, no t t t i t i ' s soioeUoa of thft jĵ oaat of 'rffaitaa% pabii . 

8t«od ia Loocioa in 31363, brought teMtatn ma aoiuist faia*. Aitboofti 

i t im» bo«Q obt#ry:«d that ^^bitaaJa't ^Qilitir* oathtttlftttt wf jpri-

laariXy thoto m«a 'iho ateirad his te^ual i»oid£Mits, r««d«rt liico 

Syaondt, Swinburna, i»ois#tt.i, Stavonsoo aad .io|ikia» va.re ptrfoetljr 

capnblt^ of r^rognlalag a good poaa vhan tha^ taw ono. ''%lalnuriio*t 

adair«tloa in r.is latters for Sfljlg gjT Nlffflf «nd tW ^<^sm§ 

siiggasts th-*t from the be.;iaalng he wat ftl®rt to both th» bott 

sad th« worst In '^hitaaa, "Ihe axtriordtaary oiitpottring of 

ia^aetlva he dirtctad t t Whitaan in t̂ ig ettay ifbitmaniay can only 

ba ojipiainad by tb« p^raonai anisotity Svinburoo fa i t towtrd 

ton* of iftbitaian't friandt« In bit earlier vritingt on Wbltaaa, 

Svlnburno could balenet bit batrod for iMbitiMn tba rbatoriaiaa, 
42 

v i tb b i t ndsiration of Wbitaaa tbt aoot. &wy»f€ Dovdtn, tbo 

bott of Wkitnan*8 Enrlitb e r t t i e t , i t ono of tba f i r t t to 

aelenovlodga a thifting, dilating Wbitaan, ona \̂ bo, to aotieipata 

X«ata*fi er i t i c i t« , i t not ignorant of tba darlcor tida of dano* 

4a. ^̂ lî ff m t^Ufttig^it (1B72). 
43 . Dmrdott, nn'^^^' 
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Wbitatii di«d aa lat«ra«t ioaRl o c l e b r i t / aer« ti«&o« 

ar«d abroad than at htm** Xa Asariea toaa ot t i l t aar l iaa t 

datvaetort aoir aperica aore favoorablf of hlau S I t b wtitrtaa r a . 

eal lad hov J«aaa took ple^sura i a raadiag ttkitaaa aloud, aa^ 
44 

Jawta, i a b i t raviair of C^ilaaitat api^a of %tm J ^ he fottad 

i a raadiag Wbitaaa. fba raviav ctf «gf f ib f f I t M l I t ^r Hoiialia 

i « e i tad soaatiaet as aaother iaataaea of reeoaei l l t t loa ^ t l i 

Whltisaa* Bat i f MoiialXt eooeadad th«t Uiiitaaa aalarg«d tba 

maga of l i t e r a r y axperlanca tad aaancipatad poatry froa tb« 

e^ivaotioat of tba day, m took v l t i i oaa l:'<aad vhat ti9 gf<v€ wit 

tiaa otfcar. I a aaiclag l i t^ ra tura aora diract aad aatmrmi, 

nowalla daclarad %mt tfbitaaa vaa ealebrstlxig thftt wh^cb did aot 

aaad ealatoratioa* m tio^od tliat oaa day aa aditor vouXd 

*cJLaaa ap* «ai t mhltmMu^ bat i a tae Aaaati;»» ao rs»<i%r woold ba 

offaadad by HfytaftT, tNHItgfeli waltaaa would uava had evm^ 

r i i b t to eo^(»Iaia of taa patroaiisiBg aaaoar of his eoatai^ora-

r iaa* l a ITiTS, whaa MmBTBOA pabilttiad aa aatboiogy, f^rnaaaaay 

tia oait&ad Mnit Wbitaaa a a t i r a i y . 

fba racaptlea crf̂  i t f i f f f ,aC ^gflU l a 2.8«6 i« a sab-

Ject worth i t e wm study. Vhltaaa api>«adad a aaleetlcm of v^^ 

viavs to tha aditlcm of 1856 aad pre^ptrad n cdLlaotlwa of ra* 

•laira to prf»aot« tha t d i t l o a of 1840* Xiaaa aasaye era soat-

ti?sa8 acre iatarostiag ifaMRi ai^tkiog alsa as I c d l e t t o r t of tha 

aor?.! el laatf i than e r i t l e i t a . Tha bast c r i t i c of tha adit loa 

4 4 , April I f i . 18Q8^ Wult M h i t « ^ ^ Lattara to Patar Dorla. Vol.8 



of 18§3 i s WtiitMUi biaaelf• Aaadars of tim frBtmmm of 186S 

aboî d bava raeogoisad Wliit«ail*8 Tolea in tb« aasajr vblcb appaa* 

r«d la mk%n IHIft I f f4f l i **>• •<»•• ^"riai • » » ^ i t 
Mhltaan*s rftviev of his omn tk'ork i i^ tbat of faon/son's, aa 

eaaajr i a whleh he adopts the pota of th« aboeicad f irs t readar of 

La^^aa of Graaa. Such asaays eafi ba vail takaa by a t^t^^r as 

Icter^atiag eosa«ats of the author biasalf cua bis f irst attaepta 

at ^03try sad vrlttaa aaooyttoaaly ia ordar to publieiae bis 

l>oatl€ wor| i» tri« bagiaalag* 

}«>at of tba vritiag aboiit Mbltiiaa durlag nis iSffa* 

tia^ vaa biofrapfjiieal rathtr tr̂ ita cr i t i ca l , kbltiaaa aacouragad 

bia friaads to daaeriba bla as the figure ua vlshad to bt^oaA, 

aad ttbitawa hiasseif w»s rs!»poo»lWL# fo.r .at«»f. that v»s factually 

aatrae ia a'coaaor*s Ihe ae:>d Gay l̂ ât̂  J'>bn B«irrou4.hs»a MssSiMM. 

m ml% yfeUlil fti tgf l §»# rffffgffiit ^^^ publisiiod in 1B67, 

aad »• ^. Bucka's friU It^hUiia of laas. In Sngiaad, wiUUa 

iioaeatti, Aaaa Gllcbriati aad J* A. Byaoads did matth to aalc:* 

wbitaaa faams* ^aoada*a book, pstoLlsibad tha yaar tftar vibit* 

aaa*a deatb, i s s t i l l r«a3abla aad raiaad a pla« for the rtt|inrtini 

objectlva stuii^ of wbitaaa, bttt i t ia , ia aasaace, a sumary of 

Wbitnaais vdava. la tba aaaays by Dowdaa, Sviaburoa, Burroughs 
46 aad Saatayaaa, «ibltaaa*a work raoaivad tbat kind of balsaetd 

I* QTlaatayaaa, Mtl% ^hl%mlt, t 
Vol. 10, UQm 3, iiayy 18©C« 

46. oTlSSfayaaa, MtU ¥hi lpa, t A DiaXogaa^ iiU:MJUL±MSaSMli 
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t r l t i e a l appraisal vlileh has proved the only adequate assessaest 

of bis vorth la general, and «ore partleularly during tbe period 

1865 - 1893, which foras the f i r s t phase of Whitaan er i t i e i sa in 

Aiseriea and abroad hy contenpwreneoas cri t ics* 

How, to cose to th« ncixt j^iiumm o£ 'mhllm»u c i i t l c i s a , 

or rather the period wuieh cen he terawd a» the |.#riod of the 

detreloping debate on Whitaan that started roug^ily around 1898 

with immty Jaaes*s review of ^ifila^s^ and ending vith D« flirslcy's 
47 

Mussian interpretation of the foet* 

In spite of the reaarkAhle serenity with %ihich Mhit-

aan suffered er i t i e i sa , he was not indifferent to the kind of 

attack levelled at hia hy ^iovells and Jaaes* iMith his best 

friends assuring hia that they loved hia whether he wrofee in soae* 

thing called verse or prose, i t i s no wonder that Whitaan would 

conclude 4 Backward Glaî ee 1^ te l l ing his audience that his iKwrk 

offered a 'Person' rather than 'literature* and that no one would 

get at his verses wno insisted upcuei viewing tliea as » l i terary 

p^formanee. But i f \»rhitaan was rejected by Amir ice ' s amn of 

l e t t e r s , he found hiaself a hero invertlioless, as the poet off 

'high-aindadness*, as Wllliaa Jaaes ca l l s hia, the eaancipator 9t 

sesnial freedoa, 'the natural afflraer*, as Vsn vyek Brocks pro­

nounces hia, the optiaistie sp^esaan for fresh air and deaoe ratio 

47 . The Feet of Aaefieaa Paaocracv ( fr . by Saauel Putnaa, 1966)-
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eoltora, tba raprenaatatlTa ĵ oat of tha Sav w«rld Daaoeraey. For 

tvanty yaara testaiHmta vara vrlttan hf nan and iR>»en for whoa 

raadiag Wbitaaa vat a raiigietia aaiqpariaaea, in spite of tba faet 

tbat, lilca a* £m C1m»%mr%mk^ tbi^ vera oftan unsynpatbatie %e 

botb Wbitaftn's lan^uaga and iuis fer«* i»ucb 8t.ateaanva are raailjr 

ft part of tiia ifilstor/ of aorais ratb«r tban er i t i e i sa , but tbajr 

aoeount for wbitaan*a popularity daring tbaaa ymts* Faai 
49 

isiiaer l i r e ' s assay stands out on tbat i t acKnovladgas inltiit* 

man's total eottoiittsent to iltarary exparianea and, vitbout eon-

ciLancensioii, tests feis work against Itia bis contea^or$>ries, tanny* 

son and firoimlng. 

I t i s soai»tiaas diff icult , frooi asongst tne ii%ltflAn 

c r i t i c s of tbis pbasa, to distinguish ¥hlt8ian*s sdairers fro« 

his detractorsj but PII pre in opposition to thu 'cosmic' Wblt-

man \kiom iî wrenee tespes so ralentlessly in bis essay, tba 

Wbitaan wbo 'achas with aaoroas love' and who in 'eaibraelng Al l ' , 
SI 

leaves notching of biaself. In tba opinion of George S»ntayana, 

w^dts&an's insight; Into aan did not go beyond a sansuoas synpatl^f 

i t consisted in a vicarioas satisfaction in tbeir ple^@ures, and 

instinetiva love of tbeir jMirsons* It never approaebad a seian. 

t i f i c or imaginative knowledge of tbeir betrts. 6«>nt«yana*8 aeatt-

sation anticipates î aviirenca*s eondaouoation of Mbitaan's failure of 

nerve, bis ralnctance to pairsua as a vrltar as i«all as a bnaaa 

being, the logic of tb® 'individual soul*. Botb Ssntayana sad 

4srm 
(1906) 

(ldS3) 
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Joba Jay CiiApna, tb t lft t t«r l a b i t etsajr on Wbitaaa, aekiioif* 

lcdg« Wliita«a<» |>e««r, but i a d«teribixic Vbitsaa a« a po*t wbe 

offered Ml atbuadiAea of de ta i l %fitbout ergaMsatieii , «ad a 

vaal tb <^ p0re«i>ti9a witiridut iiit«iXig«JBee, tnay vera oaly eott* 

f i ra iag tha daap-root«d prejudleas of a jouoger gmiere&ifiMSi abatit 

t o adMire Jojrea und I l l o t . Fooad, extending his hand to Wbit* 

a«a, could adaiira the s p i r i t of h i t dafiance, but aot h i t eraft* 
e n 

i^ouad'f a t s e j suggasts that h« bad msi^ thoughtt to axpraas 

about whitaan. I t i s unfortuaata that Fooad took no fupthar 

occsgion to vr i te oa Wbitaaa*« poetry, sittc® jr'ound aeknovladgad 

tha 'da l ibars ta a r t i s t r y ' bahiad tfaa appareat fpaadom in Wbit. 

aaa*f l ina aad caught bl« iaaiaust iag rbythss* to tha folXovara 

of Pound and Kliot, Ahltsaa's versa saaoad aa t i t he t i ea l to a l l 

tha t wii i foelo , tapersoaal, alliisdvs, t*n(\ %«ll-wroaght. As Aagr 

ifovall SBî afly put i t , the raodaraa war© positively t ryia^ to do 
S4 soaathing. In his ^^ssay na raaaricad tliat Whitmaa was nagativa-

ly tryiag not to do soaatbiag else* 

for long af ter tha acioeli of Whttaan's cubject MOT® 

off, thara s t i l l reaaictad tha problan of h is fora* rerhaps 

Eliot*s eoafution raf laeta aost draaatioally tha di f f icul ty b i t 
56 

ganeratioa had vitb Wbitata*s l ina* Xa his assay T*S« i l i o t 

rasaarkad that Wbitaiaa vat a graat aaster of vers i f ica t ion , thwigh 

i2. tfrtif pitmfit %trtfli lafl mt^^ gfffwvff amn). 
63 . wihat I ^j^TAMflttt Malt WbifMn (IftftQ \ 
S4. ifii,% wnttittifl fm t̂tf Wfy .gaaiix, XnXf H??^«V> voi . le (i926-
&̂ « jf^lifP" * ^ fanayaoa, Iha »atiai| aad tha Athaaaeaa. Dae.18, 
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•iieh l o s s PoXia^io tbaa fonaysoa* I t is* l a foot, as a verso 

aalEor tliat ha dosorroA to ha roaoaharod, Eliot thot^ht, for 

h i s iata l loet ifss doeidodlf iafarior to that of Xoaajsoa. la 

his latredaetioa to tbo ^^aetoA Fooaa of Sara F^aA ( I d ^ ) , 

Bl iot ravortai hiaself by raaarlEiag that WhitMi&*s erigiaa^ity 

vas both gaattiaa aM sparioasf gaaaiao, ia so far as i t nas a 

logical tevoXopaeat of eortaia lagl isb prof« aad WhitiMA vas a 

groat proso writer* It i s various ia so far as yhitmta wroto 

i a a way that assartod that bis groat proaa was a aaw fiMra of 

vorao. Whitaaa's iadabtodnoss to tha paraXieXisa of MhXieaX 

poatry, to ttia rbatorie of Qratc»'y aodl to tha prose of laorsoa 

hadi baaa pointad oat aXaost froa tba bogianiag* Xba raaX (pas* 
56 57 

t ioa , as BXiss Farry aad BasiX ^ SaXiaeoart aotad, was aot 

how auoh whitaaa*s vorso rasaabXod pros«« hut ajcaetXy ia what 

ways i t diffarod froa prosa* SaXiae^irt shows as bow wo ar« 

askod W tha spaakar ia Whitaaa*s poatry to stray apoa tha hor-

dorXaad of prosa aad poatry by • gaida eoafldaat of his powar 

to Icaep as OB tha right sida of tha hordar* 
Shirty yoars aftar Whitaaa*s death a aaw gaaaratioa 

of poats wroto hia off as a aagaifieoat faiXara. Uka wiXXiaa 
58 

CarXos WiXXiaaS| whoso opiaioa of Whitaaa was aavor to ehaagai 

yoaagar posts waatad to soparato thair ewa poatry froa thosa f i t* 

fuX ris iag aad faXUag thoy f*Xt charaeterizad Whitaan's irarsa. 

l a tha opiaioa of ViXXaas, froa varso . . i f mrer i t azistod — i s 

urms: (1808) 

88. Aft Bssay oa toavas of Qrass ia M. Hiadas (od.) Laayoa of Qy.aa 
^if^JiaadraA xoars *f^or C35fiS) 
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Itm e«iitral elaittt of Vlhit«fta*t ropatatloa • • tiX» 

emitrlbiitioii to tho pootle l ino oad hie rolo ot ttio peot doao-

iiiiwHi • • eofto oaAor earof ul Mrutiaar la tlvo two ossays of Aiqr 

Wifol.1 and &• Mirtlqr* £f tbo WIUitaAii vtio eaorgos fre« tlM 

j^ofoo of Miroiqr omd Amr LovoU i s loo* rovolutio^orjr tkoa tiio 

flgiuro vho w«iit boforo — a»kiag poetiy ^it of » systoM «f 

prosody to vblch ho vai in priaelplo oppeood ond opoolcliti • 

ioagttftgo of tbo aowapapor rothor tboa that of colXoqalal qpaoeh 

• • bo oiMrgoa as a poot aad not ooiMthiiac olao* Both ostojr* 

roalnd us that tho oskkf way to got at Mhitaan i s to look at 

partieolar po««s» 

la tho tiiirty yoars vhieh follovod his doath, Whit-

•aa aequired aa iateroatieaal roputatioa, hat araich of tho ia-

terost la his vork emitiauod to roaala hiographieal rathor thaa 

erit ieal« Bdvard Cerpoator's VRS the f irs t bodk to ropriat 
o 

Mhitaaa*s lottor to Sjraoods dteayiag hoaorotie love la Loavoa of 

^SAgfg. Carpeater i s oao of oMaf er i t ios vritiag duriag those 

years vho try to peaetrato the aask of Whitaaa*s aoraality» 7he 
60 

best biograpl^ to appear %»s by Eaory UoHovay vhieh^ ia i t s 

tiura, v^s rovioiisd by T* S. Sl lot i a his essay *\i^itaaa aad 

yttiiirfWI* iA 192e« dollonay's book roaaiaod tho staadard 

biography oati l Oay Wilsoa Alloa's the Solitary Silver ( l d « ) . 

s o . ii>y« tfiaia >it«it H t l M l ''^*^^^ 
90* 
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Mhilo vroog on soai f se la l eoiiats, Moilovsjr vas aever^^bslost to 

writs s porsussiTs seeeuat ^ m imtkint pmt and to ssirs tho bmum. 

froa the pr^botie Whitaaa. df tho aajor figures writing dariag 

these years, only Jtavreaee eooid opealy admire >Jhitaaa*s abi l i ty 

to prttne avay the eiiehe' of rhytha as v o i i as of phrase, Imt two 

eritieaX stadias of WbitflHOi aaed ao apology* la thw aorlc t^ 

Bliss Ferry aad l^lii^<mrt, Whitaaa aeqaired two readers who were 

adept at both explieatioa aad the aaaiysis of style* 

fhe woHc of »mm laropeaa er i t i e s dOMrires speeial 

aeatioc* la ld33 the Daaish Critie Frederie Sehyherg ia his 

writiag <m Wfaitna farthered the pieoeeriag p^reh^ogieal sta* 

dies of Jeaa Catel, aad aadertooli a peaetratiag analysis of the 

sueeossiTO editioas of IffjYft gf JTlitt Soa« sectioas froai his 

chapter ea the C^laaaa poeas are perhaps aaxx the best analyses 

of the eaetions ejqoressed ia those poeas aad the aost reasooable 

stateawat that c«a be aade eoaeeraiag the erotie ia Whitaaa*s 

•eras. thmmS^W Diaitry Hirsky, i s aa edairable sttrvey oi 

Wbitaaa*s rmram* I t originally served as the iatrodoctioa to 

the 1936 traadiatiwa of ^ l Y i t tf , t e i a by iU I . ChaJcovsUy. 

Mir Sky's eM**t&la a l l the aore reaarlcable for being the wo^ of a 

faaous eoBTert to Murxisa who i s able to eat through the polit ieal 

cant and to see Vhitaaa as a thoroughly boargeoia poet* 7has he 

introduces the line of study that was afterwards taken up by 

Mauriee Mendelaon in a book whieh, aaeng i t s aangr troasore^s of 

^^* tfllt tftlUWliW ( ^ ^ ) i'^r^nrnmrnm froa the D<inish by E*A*Allea* 
iSisi). 
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er i t i ea l p in ion , also eoatains a pratty ful l l i s t of %h% Wbit. 

Mua study ia ^ s s i a a , a irarttalii* gold aiaa iadood I 

Imt tts aow saa, l a s t of a l l , what tha aodara iriovs 

arc aad vhat tlia er i t i e s of aodara t iaat hava to say almost 

Mtiitaaa*s parforaaaeas ia tiia f iald of poatry* As far as tlia 

tfoirtias mf eoaoaraad, i t aight ba aora iastruetiva to rapert 

CA i^e did aot vrita oe Whitaaa* Aa iatmisitiva raedar of 

Wtiitaaa v i i l look ia vaia for cr i t i ca i assays by Blaelnar, 

2«ta, 12.iot| lioavis, Baasoai or faan Warraa. ia tha varfara 

batwiaa Hoary Jaaas, *tim orgaaised paiafaca*| aad Walt Wait* 

amxkf Hba foralass radskia', Walt ^bitaaa icaa booad to 1»a traa-

tad aora as s portaat thaa a post. k^ltaaa m^u aot r«ad 1^ tba 

jaajor litarary er i t i e s ; h& \m9 ttsad* Ma baeaaa m etrav aaa ia 

cr i t i ca l attacks agaiast traaseaadaatal iadlvidoallsa, oas aora 

of the fcaiowars of tha 'liueifar of Coaeord% to asa i l laa 

fata*s phrasa, whosa prograMsa, whaa parsaid ia qppositioa to 

traditioa, sapposadly aada poatry iapessibla* tbasa vara hava 

eartaia *stratagie valua*, as liSslia fiadlar has raaarkad, so 

loag as va raittaaber that tba ceusas fcur vbleb tbay are f^^bt 

ara aot really the posts wbo boar tba saaa naaas, but merely 

tnoir iMagaSi tricked out to b^rify or i l lure . Wbitiaaa i s ao 

aora davil tbaa aassiab. Us i s a poet vboa ve aur̂ t begin aov tax 

to reseua froa paroiiy as vai l as apotheosis* Fiedler*s assa^^ 
appeared in a Toluaa celebrating the ooa hundradtb aanivarsary 

of Leaves of Ĉ paaa* His urgeaey, %ad tbe general toae of tha 
rrrrrtr'wnxwn' TSSiST 



voI«»«i amsgatta bow «ieh Wfelt«aa*a raj>iitatieii iiaaAaA aherisi 

tebitaaa r«qulrad tha kind of e r i t l e i a a that irauld 

cat tbroiigh botb %toM aaatbatie ana pol l t iea l . ^7opagaa4a, propa* 

ga&da ulileli proapta4 Eabv to aaiwrt, m propoa Whitflumi that t ^ 

{>oi l t lcaI e9tiiit6ri>art of a l i tarar jr radakiA i s a «ia41aaa 4m» 

«oerat|i a valgar a a t i . i a t a l l a e t u a l , eosblniiig aponc aggfaaaioci 

v i t h o^aforaitjr aad raya^tiaf to tha erudaat foraa of f rea t ia r 

pt^eh&X&gf* yhitMtB aay hava l a f t hiaaalf qpaa to taeh ehar-

gaa htit thara v«s e l c a r i f aaethtr alda to hla aattira. Xa tha 

oi»laiaa of Idoaal f r l l X i a g i tfhltaaa v«a aivajfi showtag hla-. 

aalf aa a aora eoa^lax ia ta i l igaaea thaa parhapa ha vaatad to 

ha. or tiiaa Miar of hia f®m4mt» vnat hia to ha« Writara XUca 

X r i l i i n g , iavtoB Anria aad r*0* Mathlaaaaa aatabllahad a 

praeadaat for tha aaaftil atttd|r of Mhltaaa* 4^via*i wwk ia 

saaaaily daaerlhed as polltieaXXy * • aiadad, hat i t wooXd ha 

parhai^a aora aaeurata to eharaat^ iaa i t aa a atadjr of tha 

Uoag foragroyad* ahout vhieh iaaraoa vna ao etarioua. Wf 

aatt lag WhitiNka apart froa tha Irsaaeaadaataliatay hoth Arvla 

aad «iatthiaaaaa toaeh aipoa that paaaliar hXisad of tha v^oaerata 

aad tha idaai nhieh i a a qaai l ty of Uhitaaa*a aiad and atyXa. 

66* Vjda Aaariaaa aaaaiaaaaaa (X94X> 
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fha m»at ra4aa% eri t ie laa of Wiataaa baglaa ia 

aeaptlelta aad aada la ballaf* I t has taicaa tba whoi® of Wbltaaa 

tritlioat taiclog ifJtiitaaB irtiola* I t haa aeeaptad Mbitaaa aa a 

baadla of ecmtredietioiis • • that pewai^til, wriglaai pc^t vitb tiia 

diveoiseartiaf of tba paaaor • • aad bas attaiii»tad to sort out aot 

ealy tba fa@ta of Wbit«aa*a U f a , but the bast of wbltaaa*a 

p^atry. iaeaat er l t ies of ip^bltaaa voald ba v l l l iag to sattia 

for a bo<^ of versa botb saaXXar aad dlffaraat froa tbat vtileb 

Nibitaaa's a^^rllaat adairars proposed* tbay riava rajeeted Whit. 

aaa tba rbatoriela% tba bard of deaoeratie soelat/ , aad looked 

laataad at tba salf.axplorlag, basitatlaf peat. H.W.B. I#vis, 

la bis bcK>ic Cbtraetarlsas wblta^ia as the spokamaa of tba self 

aad tba s e l f ' s avajlag aotloa-eatward iato a taaaiag vorld i^are 

objects %rere strimf l ike beads of glory oa bis slgbtf baelcvard 

Iato private coafflualoa vltb tba "real He*** Xa tba vork of 

M{rIters l ike Coastaaee Eaurke aad aieb^rd Cbase erltlelMi 

bas triad to get beblad aoaa of tbose pablle laagas Wbltaaa 

devised for blaself aad explere tbe various 'MIVOS* la Wbltaaa*s 

poetry* I t has beaa attraetad to a aore Iroale, detaehad Wblt> 

aaa, aot ccmfaslag tbe bare of Wbltaaa*8 poeaa vlth tbe Wbltoaa 

of dally l i f e* Beblad tbe exitberaat Wbltaaa of saeb poeaa as 

8 Q ^ of Mrsalf. Chase baa deaerlbed aa alleaated, lonely flgare 

%rtio resttaebas blaself to tbe world )qr aggressive peetle assar-

tlaasf suggestlagi la fact, tbat vhea Wbltaaa refused to explore 

^ * ^ria\s of the tfo^ ( l»gg). 
«7. Jaariitaa ^mi^ ( la^l) 
«8« Walt Wbltaaa HeeeaaldaradCl&fiS). 
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bia Itm^iaafla and created aztra-poatle aalvaa, i lka tha hoa^tltaX 

vlaitorf tba aaga and aastari tbat hla and aa a i»oat vaa in aight. 

Whaa Yaats ranarkad tbat poeta l ike Jla^rscai and Whitaan aaenad to 

lilji to hm99 liaooaa auptrfieial, beeausa tuay lacked the Viaion 

of lî iXi, he was saying farewell to aoaie bercHia of hia yoatti and 

not ade^^uately charaetarisEing ti^lt wbltman. In poaaa l ike %JB^ 

Aod«»rn readerf have dlseovered enough anxiety and goi l t to aatlsi^ 

the nost angulflshed taste . 

the poeaa that heve aost engaged nodam cr i t i es of 

whltfluiB are those iiritten before 1871* In spite of Maleoia 
69 

Ce%rley*8 claia that Song of liygelf i s Vhltaaa's grelatest poe®, 

aost readers have preferred the elegiac i^hltsian, the liforeate of 

death* This i s the Mhltaan ths>t Eliot hinself adsired, the poet 

of the l i l a c and the aockiag-bird* I t Is no eolneldenee that 

Whitoan's three great odes ». hf | S^Wi WUb tfat 99fm gg hUf$ 

^ 1 ffX IHt^ri<lflif W i l f i r t y Hgg îlftut and wiam littafii hn§% Ui Ilit 
iWnriifl JftftMl'fl — « ' • •editations on both death and the poetie 

aet* The great love affair of Ubltoan's l i f e has tiarned ont to 

be his devotion to his art* Whltnan told ^smrsoo. thi^t the vork 

of his l i f e was making poeas, and aodern c r i t i c s have taken hia at 

his word* In doing so, they iiave coae to feel thtt l ike Words* 

vorth| Emereon or Stevens, '/ihitiaan's great subject i s the confron­

tation of ti-e iisiiigination and ilaturei that, for v.hitaian, the poetic 

68* Y | i | 4 '̂--^ '̂-^^-^°- ^° Leavafe c^ Qraaff| The First (1865) Idition 


