
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Dr. Benoy Kumar Banerjee, my supervisor, has been a veritable tower 

of strength. I am deeply gratejul to him for his kindness, his expert guidance 

and the gentle and affectionate manner in which he has instilled confidence 

in me. Lie has encouraged me all the way. 

Rev. Mother Damien O' Donohoe, Principal ofLoreto College, has 

been my guiding light and inspiration. My love for English Literature 

blossomed when I came in contact with this wonderful nun whom I consider 

to be the best teacher in the world. 

My late father, Constantino Coutinho, was a person who had music 

in his blood. He was a brilliant violinist, and it was through him that I 

was fortunate to be given piano lessons by the late Mrs. Moneesha 

Chaudhuri. She it was who brought out the best in me and my obtaining 

the Licentiate (in the Pianoforte) from the Trinity College, L^ondon, is a 

tribute to her towering genius. 

My greatest source of strength has been my only brother, Manuel, 

who has stood by me in the preparation of this thesis. I wish to thank him 

with all my heart. 

I thank the Edwards family - Mr. and Mrs. A.T.Edwards of 

"Marinas^\ Bagdogra, and Bonny and Cecilia, Ajoy and Namrata of 

"^denary Y^ Darjeeling, - for caring and being there when it mattered 

most. I could not have completed this dissertation without their hospitality, 

understanding and active support. 

I would like to thank all my friends and colleagues, and Kanta 

Pradhan, the Librarian of Loreto College, Darjeeling, Dorjay Lanm 

and his sisters, Indira and Sangceta. 



My fnend, Ms. Noreen Dunne, deserves special mention for her 

warm friendship and moral support. 

Fo Ms. Ut'Tnilla Rumbajjoes the credit for having started me on this 

pj'oject. I shall always be^iratefiil to her 

I am ffrateful to Mr Dur^a Das Fradhan and Mr Raju Shrestha 

for their kindness in allowinj^ me the use of their typewriters. 

I wish to express my appreciation for the help rendered by Dr. Isaac 

Sequeira of the American Studies Research Centre, Hyderabad, and to 

Dr. Frashant Sinha ofFune University. Also thanks are due to the libraries 

of the British Council in Calcutta and Fune, the library of Fune's De 

Nobili Collejje and the library ofLoreto Colle£[e, Darjeelin^. Sisters Fadua 

and Aluijji ofLoreto Convent have been of^reat help. 

I am indebted to North Boyjal University for granting me a Teacher 

Fellowship, to the Development Ojftcer, Dr Dutta, of North Bengal 

University, for his kindness, and the help rendered by the Registrar ofN.B. U. 

and the Assistant Librarian, Mr Tapan Gupta. 

My family 7nembers in Fune have been a jjrcat source of strength 

and support to me and I am thankful to them for their love and prayers. 

I wish to thank the staff of FRATILIFI Computer Concern, 

Shivmandir; for the work they have undertaken on my behalf 

Last but not least, I wish to thank all the persons, too numerous to 

mention by name, who have helped to translate my dream of writing a 

thesis into reality. 

CLARA COLTUNHO 
Senior Lecturer 
Loreto Collejje 
Darjeelinjj 


