
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In embarking up a thesis which covers a period over 84 years (1835-1919) of Forest 

Settlement and allied problems in two districts of North Bengal (Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri), 

across almost an unknown tract I had every possibility to lose my way, but due to the support, 

assistance and encouragement from many quarters, I was able to come out of this pathless 

jungles; and it gives rne great pleasure to acknowledge such assistance as this task stands 

completed.

I take this opportunity to express my deepest sense of gratitude to one of my supervisors 

Dr. Ananda Gopal Ghosh., Reader in the Department of History, University of North Bengal, 

under whose Kind supervision this thesis has taken the present form. He is always in search of 

new horizon, and inspired me to exploit this new field of work. Whenever I found myself in the 

labyrinth he acted as my path-fmder. ffis constant supervision, guidance and inspiration through 

discussion encouraged and enriched me much to go ahead with this task. Also I gratefully 
remember my another supervisor Dr. Ratna Roy (Sanyal), Reader in the Department of History, 

University of North Bengal, who many a time supplied- relevant current articles to me and 

encouraged me by her kind suggestions.

I owe a debt of gratitude to my teachers Prof M.M. Mukhopadhyaya, Prof J.Kar, Prof 

T. K. Roy Choudhury, Prof Mandira Bhattacharya, Prof Chhanda Chakraborty and Dr. I Sarkar 

of the Department of History, University of North Bengal, and Prof Ajit Neogi, Prof Sukumar 

Bhattacharya and Dr. Sandip Bosu Sarvadhikari of the Department of History, Visva Bharati for 

encouraging me to complete the thesis.

I offer my grateful thanks to Dr. Shubhrangshu Barik of A.C. College, Jalpaiguri who 

was kind enough to take me to the local Forest Offices and introduced me there. I wish to place 

on record my sincere thanks to Shri Rakesh Sinha, IFS, C. F. Northern Circle, West Bengal who 

helped me with valuable documents. I am also thankfiil to Shri Bijan Choudhury of the Forest 

Department, Northem Circle, whom I gave troubles so many times without formal notice, but he 
ungrudgingly met my demands. I am also grateful to Shri Partha Basu of the said office. My



thanks are also due to Shri Sourish Roy and Shri Sadhan Dasgupta of Divisional Forest Office, 
Jalpaiguri for their Co-operation. My thanks are due to MR. S. S. Bist, IFS, Conservator of 

Forests Hill Circle, Darjeeling and Mr. G. P. Chhetri, WBFS, :^sistant Forest Officer, 

Darjeeling Forest Division for the fecilities I received jfrom them.

I am indebted to Mr. Ananda Bhattacharya of State Archives, West Bengal without 

whose assistance it would have been impossible on my part to see and collect primary source 

materials for my thesis. I gratefully acknowledge my debt to Mrs. Mousumi Baneijee of Sibnath 

Sastri College, Kolkata who taught me first lesson on Archives. For the collection of Primary 

source materials I am under obligation to Mr. Santi Sarkar, Library and Information Assistant, 

Senior Archivists Ms Jaya Ravindran and Mr. Prabal Dasgupta of National Archives of India, 

New Delhi, who have extended help whenever I asked for it. I am thankful to Shri Bishwajit 

Biswas who devoted valuable time in typing my dissertation with utmost sincerity.

I am also indebted to Mr. Santanu Talukdar who took the trouble of meeting my various 

demands, and helped and inspired me to complete the work in due time. I express my gratitude 

and indebtedness to those scholars firom whose books and articles I have collected data and 

information.

I am thankfijl to my younger brother Aranya Chakraborty for his constant 

encouragement. Thanks are due to my wife, Nivedita Chakraborty for her self-denial. It will be 

injustice if I do not mention my parents who sacrificed much of their social lives on endless 

evenings when I was at my desk working on the thesis.

I was in a hurry to finish this thesis; I am conscious about its weaknesses. The errors in 

fact and in judgment are, of course, my own.

Diganta Chakraborty.

II


