
fICKNOWLEDQEMENT

Research leading to this thesis was encouraged and given a 

helpful direction by the supervision of Dr. P. K. Basu, Professor in 

Botany, Noth Bengal University, I owe the greatest debt o f gratitude 

w ithout w hose constructive criticism s, creative su ggestion s and 

affectionate guidence, this research woul not have been completed.

I also offer my sincere gratitude to Dr. B. N. Chakraborty, Head, 

Botany Departrtient, Noth Bengal U niversity and other associated  

teachers o f this Department for their kind co-operation and extended all 

the necessary facilities.

I sin cerely  acknow ledge Dr. H. P. Bezbaruah, Retd. C h ief 

Advisory Officer, Tocklai Experimental Station, Jorhat, Assam; Dr. R. B. 

Ghosh, Retd. Scientist, Botanical Survey o f  India, Indian Botanic 

Garden, Howrah; Dr. S. Sharma, Secretary, Tea Research Association, 

Calcutta; Dr. T. C. Choudhury, Director (Research), Tea Board, Calcutta; 

Dr. N. Ghosh Hazra, Project M anager, D. T. R. C ., K urseong  

(Darjeeling); Dr. S. K. Dey, Advisory Officer, T. R. A. Darjeeling, Sri S. 

K. Pradhan, S c ien tific  A ssistant, C lonal Proving Station , Ging 

(D arjee lin g ); Dr. Ranen Dutta, P resident, D arjee lin g  P lanters 

Association; Dr. A. Mukherjee. Reader in Botany, Burdwan University, 

Dr. A. Chatterjee, Reader in Geography, Chandannagar Govt. College; Dr. 

B. Dasgupta, Retd. Principal, Darjeeling Govt. C ollege  and Dr. S.



Bhattacharya, Principal, Maulana Azad College, Calcutta; for extending 

their valuable suggestion and kind co-operation.

1 also thank Sri Gautam Pal for skilful help in preparing the 

drawing and plates; Sri Subrata Saha for neatly typing the thesis.

Finally, 1 express my deep sense of gratitude to my parent, my 

wife, my daughter, my son and my sisters for constant inspiration and 

reminders that ultimately compelled me to complete this work.

Dated ; the 31st March, 2000

DEBABRATA GHOSH

Medical Botany and Pharmacognosy 
Laboratory, Deptt. of Botany 

North Bengal University

11


