
ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE 

The representatives of the family Silvanidae are of much 

economic importance as a number of species are associated with 

stored products. Hinton (1945) mentioned that 600 species of 

beetles are associated with stored grain products, and among 

them included are a few most notorious pests from the Silvanidae. 

Aitken (1975) has listed 22 species of this family which are 

recorded from stored material. The most serious and commonly 

known of these pests all over the World are Oryzaephilus 

surinamensis and 0. mercator. Ahasverus advena is also fre

quently found in various food stuff and Aitken has mentioned 

that this species is of secondary importance. Both adults 

and larvae cause serious damage to stored grains especially, 

rice, wheat, maize, barley, bread, dried fruits, oil seeds and 

rarely, in sugar, starch, drugs, tobacco, snuff and dried 

meats. The presence of these beetles in food stuffs particularly 

in cereal products and breakfast food cause loss by rendering the 

food unsalable or unpalatable. The saw-toothed grain beetle has 

sometimes proved to be the chief offender in grain shipments. 

Several workers have worked on the biology of these pests; 

chief works are : Woodroffe and Hill (1964) on Ahasverus advena. 

Breese and Wise (1959) on Nausibius clavicornis. Howe (1956) 

o n Or.vzaenhilus surinamensis and 0. mercator. The species 

Silvanopsis grouvelli sp.nov. has been found as a scavenger 
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of brood lae and was pointed out by Imms and Chatterjee (1915) 

as an enemy of lac insect, Cathartus auadricollis cause damage 

to woollen garments, Stebbing (1914) noted that in India Ahasverus 

advena makes gall in the teak leaves (Tectona grandis) causing 

defoliation, and recently Sengupta (unpublished data) found that 

this species infesting dry plum and cause serious damage to it. 

Analysis of records of silvanid species found in stored and 

other economic 

Name of the 
species 

Oryzaephilus 

surinamensis(L, 

0, mercator 

(Pauvel) 

products in India 

Locality 

.) Calcutta:W.B. 
n 

n 

n 

ti 

n 

it 

Ohaibasa: 
Bihar 

Gorakhpur:TJ.P. 

Delhi 

Madras: 
Tamil Nadu 

Calcutta:W.B, 
ii 

n 

it 

•i 

Date ] 

3.iii.1978 

6.vii.1972 

10.ix.09 

June,1889 

5.ii.1892 

11.xi.1970 

24.viii.1977 

11.xi.1970 

30.vi.1971 

6,vii.19l2 
? 

6,xii,1974 

4.vi.1974 

16.xi.1971 

9.iii.1978 

16,vii,l976 

Pest of/Habitat 

Arhar pulses 

Rice (unboiled) 

Dried Walnuts 

Ship biscuits 

Date fruits 

Rice (unboiled) 

Shorea robusta seed 

Rice (unboiled) 

Rice (unboiled) 

Rice (unboiled) 

Sorghum seed 

Corn-flake 

Cashew nut 

Wheat 

Cashew nut (sent to 
U,E, and returned 
due to infection) 

Rice (unboiled) 

http://10.ix.09
http://11.xi.1970
http://24.viii.1977
http://11.xi.1970
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Name of the 
species 

0. mercator 

(Fauvel) 

Ahasverus advena 

(Waltl) 

Silvanopsis 

grouvelli SD, ,nov. 

locality 

Chaibasa: 
Bihar 

N 

Calcutta:W.B. 
n 

Chaibasa: 
Bihar 

M.P. 

Maharastra 

Tamil Nadu 

Vellyani: 
Kerala 

Namkum: 
Bihar 

Date 

30.x.1964 

11.xi.1970 

30.vii.1965 

24.viii.1977 

15.1.1978 

9 
• 
9 
• ? 

18.ix.1959 

6.1.1971 

Pest of/Habitat 

Wheat 

Wheat 

Copra consignment 

Shorea robusta seed 

Plum 

Teak leaf 

Teak leaf 

Teak leaf 

Stored rice 

Brood lac 

http://11.xi.1970
http://30.vii.1965
http://24.viii.1977
http://18.ix.1959

