
DEFINITION OF THE FAMILY SILVANIDAE 

ADULT CHARACTERS 

General appearance small (1.36-4.47 mm), usually parallel-

sided and somewhat flattened, elytral puncturation arranged in 

rows and often sculptured. 

Head : Usually slightly elongated, sometimes transverse, 

usually with neck constrictions, without stridulatory files, 

usually with a transverse line on vertex, rarely with fronto-

clypeal suture, often with a pair of lateral longitudinal grooves 

near inner sides of eyes, antennal insertions hidden or exposed 

but never distinctly dorsal. Gular sutures widely separated; 

anterior part of gular region without longitudinal grooves, 

rarely with a transverse groove (Cryptamornha); genal process 

normal. Tentorium simple, with two long tentorial arms and 

often connected by a narrow transverse bridge near middle, 

sometimes with lateral process from tentorial arms. Antenna 

11-jointed, scape often large and elongated, club usually dis

tinct, sometimes indistinguishable. Mandible with two or three 

apical teeth, mola well-developed, on dorsal side sometimes 

with a large cavity opening dorsally and protected by a dorsal 

tubercle, sometimes cavity reduced to a vestige and without 

dorsal tubercle. Maxilla with distinct lacinia and galea, lacinia 

narrow and usually without apical spine but fringed with fine 



-42-

hairs, galea "broad and its apex densely hairy, palpi with apical 

segment rarely securiform. Labium with mentum transverse; palpi 

with apical segment rarely securiform or strongly transverse, 

or distinctly smaller than segment 2, Labrum transverse, its 

apical margin more or less rounded* 

Prothorax : Usually elongated, often side margins serrated 

and sometimes with distinct teeth, pronotum without prebasal 

impressions, presternum rarely with a pair of pit-like cavities 

(Oryptamorpha)» front coxae usually closely situated, trochantins 

hidden; cavities somewhat rounded and externally closed behind, 

and internally usually opened. 

Meso-metathorax : Mesocoxae often elosely situated or 

contiguous, sternal fitting between mesocoxae usually in a 

straight line or sometimes with a narrow projection from meta-

sternum, mesocoxae broadly opened outwardly, mesepimera extending 

upto cavities, sometimes pit-like cavities present on anterior 

and posterior part of metasternum, Metendosternite often reduced 

and without lateral plates, sometimes well-developed. 

Elytra and wing : Elytra punctured in regular rows and 

usually with nine rows of punctures, rarely with a scutellary 

stride (Oryptamorpha). and epipleura usually complete. Wing 

usually with single anal vein and rarely with three (Oryptamorpha). 

usually with radial cell, without r-m cross vein, without anal 

cell and subcubital fleck. 
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Legs : With trochanters short and simple, femora swollen 

towards middle, tibiae slightly broadened at apex and usually 

with two apical spurs, tarsal formula 5-5-5 in hoth sexes, segments 

1 to 3 usually simple or slightly lobed, rarely strongly lobed 

below; length of segment 1 variable, segment 4 smallest, segment 

5 elongated, claws simple. 

Abdomen : Usually completely covered by elytra, all ven-

trites freely articulated, ventrite 1 longest and ventrites 2 to 

5 more or less equal in length, ventrite 1 usually with femoral 

lines, intercoxal process variable; 7 pairs of spiracles, first 

6 pairs lying on pleural sclerites and 7th pair on the edge of 

tergite 7. Aedeagus uninverted Cucujoid-type, median lobe broadly 

elongated and with a median sturt and articulated parameres well-

developed. Ovipositor well-developed with separate paraprocts, 

valvifers, coxites, and styli attached at apex of coxites. 

LARVAL CHARACTERS : 

General appearance long, narrow, more or less parallel-

sided and often somewhat flattened, with moderately long antennae 

and legs moderately long and coxae moderately widely separated. 

Head : Moderately to strongly transverse, with more or less 

distinct Cucujoid-type of frontal suture, without endocarina and 

metopic suture, Antennal joint 1 elongated, joint 2 markedly long, 

joint 3 minute or moderately long and sensory appendage minute. 
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Hypostomal rods often distinct and diverging posteriorly. 

Ocelli five or six on each side of head. Mandible with three 

apical teeth, their inner margin sometimes dentate, mola well-

developed with distinct eurved oblique rows of asperites, a 

tuft of hairs present at the base and apex of inner margin of 

mola, often with a row of hairs along the basal margin; pros-

theca simple, narrow, pointed, chitinized apically and translu

cent in basal half and ventral crushing tubercle usually distinct. 

Maxillary mala falciform and with one to three apical spines, a 

dorsal row of setae present along its margin, a rounded process 

often present on inner margin of stipes, groups of dorsal den

ticles usually present on palpiger, palpiger usually well-developed; 

palpi with segment 1 markedly transverse, segments 2 and 3 dis

tinctly elongated and more or less equal; cardo forming a sharp 

angle with stipes, maxillary articulating area well-developed 

and oval. Hypopharynx well-developed and hypopharyngeal bracon 

distinct. Labial palpi 2-segmented, segment 1 transverse and 

apical segment narrower and slightly elongated. 

Thorax and abdomen ; Dorsal surface devoid of tubercles 

or granules; setae sparse, simple and usually pointed. Width of 

thoracic and first three to four abdominal segments more or less 

equal, first abdominal segment slightly shorter than segment 2, 

segments 7 to 9 progressively narrower, tergite 9 small and 
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rarely with well-developed unselerotized urogomphi, sternite 

9 forming a conical pygopod-like prolongation of which segment 

10 forming a small apical part. 

Spiracles and legs : All spiracles annular and lying 

on body surface. Legs sometimes long, coxae small, claws simple 

and often with two tarsangular setae lying side by side or one 

above other. 


