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AN ENQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF RURAL-URBAN MIGRATION IN WEST BENGAL WITH SPECIAL 
REFERENCE TO COOCH BEHAR DISTRICT 

MATCHING BLOCK 1/18 w 

A Thesis submitted to the University of North Bengal For the Award o f Degree of Doctor o f Philosophy in Economics By Sujit 
Majumdar Under the Supervision of Prof. Kanak Kanti Bagchi Professor Department of Economics. N.B.U. Department of 
Economics University of North Bengal _J 
November. 2022 
CHAPTER-I INTRODUCTION 1.1 Statement of the Problem Migration is the temporary or permanent movement of people 

from one place to another in order to find work or better living conditions. It can be over a short or long distance. voluntary or 

forced, national or international. Migration from rural areas to urban areas is a age-long phenomenon. The process of such 
migration is continuous. The root cause of rural to urban migration is said to be inequality of employment and other 
opportunities between rural and urban areas. The growth of urbanization happens due to economic growth and development 
and also the progress of civilization in urban areas. Different types of opportunities like that of employment, better health, 
better education etc. and various types of amenities such as recreational facilities, safe drinking water. street lighting etc. are 

concentrated in urban areas. The rural people of working age whether literate or illiterate are paying attention to urban areas 
with the lure of these opportunities. Among the above noted different types of opportunities. the most important is 

employment opportunity to the rural young people of working age. In a developing country like India. opportunities in urban 
areas and its peripheries are not only greater but the levels of income are also much higher. There are a number of theories of 
migration. Among of them. the most admired and influential theory of rural-urban migration is that of Harris-Todaro Model 
(named after John R. Harris and Michael Todaro). The Harris-Todaro Model endeavored to explain the phenomenon of 
persistence rural-urban migration in developing countries despite the incidence of high unemployment rate in urban centres. 
To explicate the accelerated rural-urban migration in the face of rising urban unemployment, this model postulates that 'the 
migration decision' is primarily an economic one and that it acts in response to difference in expected earning between rural 
and urban areas'(Harris and Todaro,1970). In other words, this model shows off that rural- urban migration will be continued 

as long as expected wage rate in the urban sector is greater than the wage rate in the rural sector, i.e .. W e u &lt; W r. Now, in 

contrast to earlier models o f one-
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