


Mr. Vice C-hancell'or, dlsﬁnjuiéhe& scho!ars..eamed
teachers, graduates of the year, lad(es and gentlemen :

[t gives me’ ,a great pleasure to welcome ia these sylvan
surroﬁndings some .of our most distinguished scho»ljavrs to North
Benga‘l'Uni-versity. We are grateful to them for having
agreed to join our fraternity and become members of the
Uniﬂlérsity; We shall always remain proud of the fact that
séhol;ar; who have achieved such distinction are now among
our alv.;'r_gl'ni. I am particularly obliged to  Professor S.
X. jgs'ni. Difeccor. Na:‘;onal?hysicél Labbracory, for having
taken -the trouble to address ‘this  Convocation. Professor’,
Joshi has not orly ékpanded the frontiers_of our knowledge
by his persona‘l contributions . but ﬁe. presides = ovar " an
Insti’tﬁtion which is a sdﬂrce_of pride to our country. His
‘coming here vwin, I have no doubt, inspire the teachers and
students. of this University co serve the cause of knowledge
with greater devotion:

2. 1 was 5ratlfted to hear the address of tbe Vice

Chancellor and to know about che ‘continuous progress that

thfs Umveruty has made. . [ am_ consclousv ‘of the difficultles
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and .probl_ems that  are being ficed by the University
community but I do hope that wirh generous ‘support' from
the: State Government and the University Grants “Commission
at least some oﬁ the problems would be solved I can,
‘vhowever, assure the members of ‘the Umverslty community
’l that thev vould have received far greater flnancial support
| but for the i constramt of resources. v

. 3 Our country 1is passing :hrough a critical period
50 far‘as its economy is concerned. We have had a bumper
harvest and there is no reason why our production should
not go up rapidly. ) But, certain internal and external fa’ctors"
have created such pressures on prices and on the balance
of payment that the situation has become gloomy.

4. [ am convinced chat the country has ‘the inherent
srrengtll to . - overcome any economxc difficulty = but the
challenges, whlch face us today, are .not merely economlc._
It seems that the country itself ls on - trial. Our_ very
existence as a nation is being challenged. Communal tenslons;
castes strifes, llngulstic chauvimsm and ‘ reglonal pressures

are. threatening che very fabrlc of our nationhood. I have
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no doubt: that the determined effort of our people will enable °
the country to successful!y}‘ overcome sueh greQe challenges.

5. I need Hardly mention to this learned bedy'thae
nations, in the sense we uhders;tand them today, were evolved
during and after the mid,dle’of the igth Century. _In 1815,
for‘ex'ample, When the leaders of the European States
assembled at Vienna to redraw the map of Europe after
the NapoleOmc wars, the uetermming concept was not
'nationhood' but 'legitimacy of the rights of the Rulers'.
Even as late as 1863-64, while the process of German
mrii',t;i‘ca'tionIWas going on, the famou_s British Prime Minister,
Palimerston, who 'hadv for long tg’eexi its Foreign S’eeresary,
) spoke of the Schlesw:g-Holstein question not on the basis
of natlonallty but of nghts of rulers and he made the.
famous remark ehat only three persons had understood the
.problems of legitimacy of the rulershxp of the two duchies

- - one was Prmce Albert who. was dead, “the other was a

are ol

Dutch lawyer who had gone mad, and the thxrd was. hlmself
~ who had comp’letely forgotten it. Alsace and Lorraine which

had been’a ‘part. of the French Empire, were annex_ed by
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*have recexved the deg

i diplomas, medal; “h nours, I oft'er my bles»mgs and hearr.y:

'congratulatxona. o hope:a,d' rust that theu wxll brhgi

'a?ory to the'xr al-na‘ mater and* re gth ‘to the natlon» E:
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